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Kyle Larson Makes Gutsy
Restart Move for Michigan Win

Donny
Schatz Takes

His 10th
Knoxville
Nationals



When Kevin Har-
vick said last week
part of NASCARʼs de-
cline in popularity was
related to Dale
Earnhardt Jr.ʼs
lack of suc-
cess, it trig-
gered a
firestorm of de-
bate through-

out the garage.
Earnhardt, whoʼs been

voted as the sportʼs most
popular driver for the past
14 years, is mired in one of the
toughest slumps of his career. In
fact, if he doesnʼt win one of the
next three races, he will move into
retirement at the end of the season
without competing in the Chase for
the Championship.

Fellow drivers rushed to Earn-
hardtʼs defense. Many fans, partic-
ularly ones devoted to the
Earnhardt legacy, agreed with Har-
vick.

What everyone agrees is there
is a disconnection between
NASCAR and its fans. And itʼs big-
ger than any single driver.

“Thereʼs no one person holding
it up and if it is, then itʼs a problem,”
Clint Bowyer said. “Thatʼs a major
problem if weʼre all relying on one
person.

“Itʼs the product on the race
track. Itʼs the product and the envi-
ronment of the weekend. This is an
event. This isnʼt one race. This is
an event weekend that youʼre ask-
ing people to come camp and
spend their hard-earned money
and enjoy our sport of NASCAR.
This isnʼt one driver. This isnʼt one
team. It isnʼt one anything. Itʼs an
event for us all to have fun and
enjoy a weekend and this sport that
we all love. Itʼs just as simple as
that.”

In reality, Earnhardt has had a
solid career. He has 26 victories, in-
cluding a pair of Daytona 500 wins.
He also won the Xfinity Series
championship in 1998 and 1999.

Many, however, compare him to
his late father – a seven-time
champion who won 76 times.

“I didnʼt come here to be the
most popular guy. I didnʼt come in
here thinking I was going to win
seven championships,” Junior said.
“I just didnʼt want to flame out in two
years and be gone and have to

work. Honestly. I just wanted to be
able to make a living doing it, and it
has turned out to be much, much
more than that for me. Every time I

win a race, it is a surprise
to me.”

“My dad put up
some pretty steep num-
bers, so I knew that was
going to be a challenge
trying to feel any kind of
self-worth and doing well
enough to satisfy people.”

Like Tiger Woods
in golf, Earnhardt has the

ability to attract fans and drive tele-
vision ratings. In 2016, Woods
played at the Hero World Chal-
lenge at The Bahamas. Rating
were up by 190-percent on Thurs-
day compared to 2015 when he
skipped the tournament.

Fridayʼs ratings were 200-per-
cent higher, followed by a 92-per-
cent increase on Saturday and
54-percent jump on Sunday.

The four highest-rated television
ratings for the Daytona 500 came
during the sportʼs renaissance –
from 2002-to-2006. Earnhardt Jr.
won the fourth-highest rated 500 in
2004, with the most-watched race
was in 2006 when Jimmie Johnson
won.

In an effort to win back old fans
and create new ones, drivers have
been pushed to become more
available to their fans. The Daytona
International Speedway has auto-
graph windows for every garage
stall and several question-and-
answer sessions with drivers in the
infield.

Watkins Glen International held
an autograph session earlier this
month, and many other facilities
are working to re-engage drivers
and their teams with the paying
public.

But nothing sells stock-car rac-
ing better than a good show,
Bowyer said.

“We all have seen the decline at
some places and tracks,” he said.
“Hey, itʼs a performance-driven
business. If youʼre not doing your
job, itʼs time to go somewhere else.
That comes from drivers or any-
thing else.

“Everything is driven off per-
formance and anything in life.
There are different ways to judge
all performance, whether thatʼs on
the race track, how you build a pro-

gram around your brand off the
race track, how you provide sup-
port for your organization and
everything else with sponsorship.
You canʼt just go out and do a good
job driving. You have to be the total
package – youʼre attractive and it
doesnʼt matter. If you do that, the
supply is there for the demand.”

Joey Logano, Kyle Busch and
retired driver Carl Edwards all had
cameo appearances in “Logan
Lucky,” a movie about brothers who

conspire to rob a NASCAR race.
None of the drivers appeared as
racers. In fact, Busch played a
state trooper.

The movieʼs release date is Fri-
day.

Logano believes expanding to
new audiences is good for
NASCAR.

“I think on a bigger scale itʼs im-
portant for our sport to do things
like that,” Logano said. “Weʼre
reaching out to possibly non-fans of
our sport and when they watch a
movie like that and they see a lot of
racing and NASCAR stuff, maybe
they become a fan. Maybe it brings
them to one race and a lot of times
when someone goes to a race they
get hooked, so maybe it helps kind
of draw that stuff up.

“So anytime we can do things
that are outside of the typically race
market are things that I get really
excited about because not only are
you growing your own brand per-
sonally, youʼre growing the brand of
the sport, and ultimately that helps
everybody.”

Which is something NASCAR
will have to work on long after Dale
Earnhardt Jr. retires.
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NASCAR Sans
Earnhardt Jr.; What is
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FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We
are covering all the racing series, off track news and other fea-
tures that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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NASCAR XFINITY Series 4 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 13-14
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Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

DALE EARNHARDT JR.



By MATT
CROSSMAN

BROOKLYN, MI -
Sitting in his racecar
during a red flag delay
near the end of the
Pure Michigan 400 at
Michigan International
Speedway, Kyle Lar-
son pondered the pos-

sible routes to an overtime victory.
He was in fourth-place and would
restart for the final two-lap shootout
behind leader Martin Truex Jr.

Larson hadnʼt had a fast racecar
all day at Michigan International
Speedway, but he thought with a
gutsy move on the restart, he could
steal a win in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race. Ahead
of him, Truex, the race leader, was
in the opposite positon. He had had
a fast racecar all day, and he fig-
ured he needed a strong restart to
repel whatever move Larson or

somebody else would throw at him.
Like Larson, he was trying to figure
out which scenario would be most
likely to take him to Victory Lane.

As it turned out, Larson and
Truex both drew up the same
plan—they both wanted Larson to
hit Truex on the restart. They just
had different ideas about what
would happen after that.

Truex hoped the contact would
push him forward and to the victory,
and for a very brief second, that
seemed possible. But Truex spun
his tires, which played right into
Larsonʼs strategy.

"I wanted to time it and get to his
bumper and act like I was pushing
him out to the lead and duck un-
derneath him and get to his left-rear
quarter and pull him back," Larson
said. 

"Itʼs crazy how when you get to
someoneʼs left rear quarter how
much it slows them down. It did just

that."
Larson bounced off of Truex as

he passed him, and for a split sec-
ond the race fanned out four wide.
That never ends well—especially
not on the penultimate lap when all
four drivers are going for the win.
But somehow they all stayed off
each other, and afterward, rookie
Erik Jones, one of those drivers,
was at a loss to explain how. "I was
pointed at the infield for half of
(Turns) one and two," said Jones,
who finished third.

After the pass, Larsonʼs car was
loose for the rest of the restart lap
and the white flag lap. But he put
enough distance between him and
Truex that Truex couldnʼt catch him
and had to settle for second. Those
were the only two laps Larson led
all day. 

The thrilling win in a car that had
no business doing so looked like a
career defining move for Larson,
the young driver from California.

The win was an exclamation
point on an already great week of
racing for Larson. He finished sec-
ond late Saturday night in the
Knoxville Nationals, one of the
biggest dirt races in the world. His
contract forbids him from running
on dirt the night before he has to be

on track for NASCAR, be it prac-
tice, qualifying or a race. But on
Thursday, he talked team owner
Chip Ganassi into making an ex-
ception.

Ganassi harbored misgivings
about the decision—he thought
Larson, who didnʼt get back to
Michigan from Knoxville, Iowa until
2:30 a.m. Sunday might be too
worn out for the 400 mile race, and
those doubts grew bigger in the
middle of the race as Larson lan-
guished in the middle of the pack.
But after the win, Ganassi joyously
shook team members on the pit
box and planted a kiss on Larson.

It was Larsonʼs third consecutive
win at Michigan. 

The only other drivers to accom-
plish that are David Pearson and
Bill Elliott, both of whom are in the
NASCAR Hall of Fame. The race
was slowed by five cautions for 28
laps.

Michigan native Brad Ke-
selowski won the first stage. He
dominated the first half of the race,
leading five times for 105 laps. But
he faded to 17th. Truex led three
times for 57 laps and won the sec-
ond stage. Truex kept his position
atop the points race, but finished
runner-up.
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Daredevil Restart

Gives Larson Third
Consecutive
Michigan Win

Pure Michigan 400 race winner Kyle Larson makes sure he has a record of his third straight Michigan Speedway win with a “selfie” in
victory lane. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



LEXINGTON, OH
- Sam Hornish Jr.
dominated Saturdayʼs
NASCAR XFINITY
Series Mid-Ohio Chal-
lenge, but his victory
was anything but cer-
tain until the waning
laps of a caution-filled
race.

Hornish, driving
Team Penskeʼs No. 22 Ford Mus-
tang, earlier had eclipsed his own
qualifying record at the 13-turn,
2.258-mile Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course, and edged series rookie
Daniel Hemric by 1.335 seconds
when the event ultimately went
green for the final time with five cir-
cuits remaining in the 75-lap dis-
tance.

The victory was the fifth in the
series by Hornish, whose last win
came in June of 2016 at Iowa
Speedway.

Hornish, who led four times for

61 laps, traded the top spot with
Hemricʼs No. 21 Richard Childress
Racing Chevrolet Camaro four
times over the raceʼs third and final
stage. He took the point for the last
time on Lap 62, on a restart follow-
ing the seventh caution.

Veteran Brendan Gaughan ad-
vanced to the second after Justin
Allgaier and James Davison
slipped off the track in Turn 3 at Lap
63, setting up a final restart battle
that ended prematurely when
Gaughanʼs No. 62 RCR Chevrolet
Camaro was forced off the track by
Hornish shortly after the green flag.

"I finally got the win (at Mid-
Ohio)," said Hornish, who finished
second here a year ago. "We had
a smart, almost flawless day but I
feel bad about the 62. I didnʼt want
to beat him that way."

Rookie Matt Tifft finish third in
the No. 19 Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-
ota Camry, improving his best
NASCAR XFINITY Series finish

from a fifth-place at Kentucky
Speedway last September. Davi-
son, an international racing star
and Indianapolis 500 competitor,
took fourth in the No. 20 JGR Toy-
ota, followed by sports car veteran
Andy Lally, whose No. 07 Chevrolet
Camaro team posted their first top-
10 finish in the series.

Twenty-four of the raceʼs 40
starters completed all 75 laps. Five
drivers, Hornish, Hemric, Blake
Koch, Ryan Reed and Elliott
Sadler, traded the lead nine times.

NASCAR XFINITY Series points
leader Sadler spotted the field an
early spin and a green flag pit stop
to change a flat tire, but he ulti-
mately took sixth, ahead of
Gaughan, Brennan Poole, Justin
Marks and Dakoda Armstrong.

Koch won the raceʼs first stage
when Hornish elected to pit with
three laps left and leader Sadler
was spun in Turn 1 by Poole.

Hornish quickly went back to the
front of the field after Stage 1 pit
stops, claiming Stage 2 over Hem-
ric and Davison.

Saturdayʼs race left the playoff
picture unchanged with no bubble
drivers able to bump their way into
the standings. Sadler holds an 81-
point lead over William Byron, who
appeared headed for a top 10 until
being caught up in a late accident
relegating him to a 25th-place fin-
ish.
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s Hornish Jr. Edges
Hemric to Claim First

Mid-Ohio Victory

Sam Hornish Jr.(22) leads Daniel Hemric (21) around the turns at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course on his
way to the win.. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Race winner Sam Hornish Jr. shares Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
victory lane with his wife Crystal and children Addison, Eliza and
Sam III Saturday afternoon. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
photo)



By MATT
CROSSMAN

BROOKLYN, MI -
For the final 11 laps of
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
race at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway,
Darrell 'Bubba' Wal-
lace Jr. protected his
leading position. He

blocked high and low and middle,
and when he briefly lost the lead,
he quickly surged his No. 99 MDM
Motorsports Chevrolet back ahead.
Every move he made in the LTi
Printing 200 to earn a trip to Victory
Lane turned out to be the right one.

Actually getting to Victory Lane,
that was another story.

After laying down a massive
burnout to raucous applause from
the MIS crowd, Wallace stopped
his truck on the apron—he seemed
unsure where to go. A NASCAR of-
ficial pointed forward and to the
right. Wallace followed those direc-
tions.

"Itʼs been so long since Iʼve been
in Victory Lane," Wallace said. "I try
to hold a positive mindset over it,
and everybody in my family knows
it eats at me every day."

It was Wallaceʼs first race in a
truck since the last race of the 2014
season; he won that race, too. It
was his sixth win in a truck and first
at Michigan. 

After he parked his truck in Vic-
tory Lane, it appeared that every
member of his team stuck their
head in to say congratulations. His
girlfriend, Amanda Carter, leaned in
and kissed him. This was her first
visit with him to a NASCAR Victory
Lane. Still shaking a few minutes
later, she said, "This is so incredi-
ble. It is so awesome."

It certainly was that for Wallace,
whose roller coaster career ap-
peared stalled this season. Wal-
lace, who opened 2017 as
NASCARʼs only full-time African
American driver, lost his NASCAR
XFINITY Series ride with Roush
Fenway Racing earlier this year
due to a lack of sponsorship. He
debuted in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series for four races
as a replacement for the injured
Aric Almirola. But since then, noth-
ing. His deal with MDM Motorsports
was announced just this week.

Wallace entered the race confi-
dent his truck was fast. He strug-
gled early on, including a penalty

on lap 53 when his pit crew went
over the wall too soon. But he
worked his way toward the front.
He appeared content to stay in
third behind Austin Cindric and
Christopher Bell as the laps wound

down. He and spotter Freddie Kraft
sketched out a plan—Wallace
would wait for those two to get
side-by-side so he could pass them
both at once.

"Youʼre going probably 10 miles
an hour faster than they are," Kraft
said. "As soon as they do that, you
have the momentum."

Wallace preferred to wait for the
pass until there were only a handful
of laps left. But when Cindric and
Bell got side-by-side with 11 to go,
Kraft keyed his radio and said,
"Hereʼs your chance."

"I closed my eyes, turned left,
and heard clear," said Wallace
when discussing the heroic three-
wide move to give truck owner
Mike Millner his first series victory. 

As cool as it was to see nobody
in front of him, Wallace figured it
wouldnʼt last. 

He thought other drivers would
do to him what he had just done to
Cindric and Bell. But the drivers be-
hind him spent most of the time
racing each other instead of trying
to pass him. And when they did de-
vote their attention to getting by
Wallace, he darted and dived and
kept them behind.

Christopher Bell finished second
behind Wallace by 0.176 seconds.
Bell's teammate Kyle Busch fin-
ished third followed by Ryan Truex
(fourth) and Austin Cindric (fifth).
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Darrell Wallace Jr.
Wins the Truck Race

at Michigan

Darrell Wallace Jr. is all smiles after winning the LTI Printing 200 at
Michigan International Speedway. (RONDA GREER photo)

Darrell (Bubba) Wallace Jr. (99) crosses the finish line as Christopher Bell (4) and Kyle Busch (51) fin-
ish in second and third place respectfully. (SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES photo)





THOMPSON, CT -
The wave of momen-
tum for Ryan Preece
continued on Wednes-
day night at Thomp-
son Speedway
Motorsports Park.

Preece charged to
the front of the 28th
Annual Bud "King of
Beers" 150 for his sec-

ond straight NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour victory and fourth of
the season.

The Berlin, Connecticut, driver
passed defending champion Doug
Coby with just 16 laps remaining en
route to the win. In his last six Whe-
len Modified Tour starts, he has
four wins, a second and a fourth. It
was his 19th career tour victory.

"Doug put a lot more pressure
on me at the end then I thought he
was going too," Preece said follow-
ing his win."

Wednesday's drive was filled
with plenty of drama. While some
of the top challengers pitted before
the haflway point, Preece decided
to wait things out and make a late
pit stop for fresh rubber. However,
on Lap 114, his No. 6 went spinning
in Turn 2. Preece fired the car be-
fore going a lap down and pitted for
tires two laps later. 

From there, it was a hard charge
to the front.

Preece worked his way into the
top five and then passed leader
Coby with just 16 laps remaining.
While Preece showed the way for
the final laps, Coby was not about
to let him get away. However, on
the final lap, Coby made contact
with the Turn 1 wall. Coby was able

to continue on and was scored as
the runner-up as the race ended
under caution.

The yellow flag froze the field on
the final lap, and NASCAR officials
ruled Coby maintained a reason-
able speed under caution given the
track conditions.

Ted Christopher finished third,
followed by Timmy Solomito and
Bobby Santos.

Andrew Krause was sixth, fol-
lowed by Rowan Pennink, Eric
Goodale, Jon McKennedy and
Woody Pitkat.

Solomito increased his champi-
onship points lead to 10 over Pen-
nink, while Preece moved up to
third -- 19 back of Solomito. Coby
and Goodale are each 11 points
back of Preece. 

The Bud "King of Beers" 150 will
air on NBCSN on Thursday, Aug.
17 at 7 p.m.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track next
Wednesday night at Bristol Motor
Speedway with the running of the
Bush's Beans 150.

Eggleston Rolls To
Number Four With
Evergreen Victory

MONROE, WS - Chris Eggle-
ston's championship charge is un-
derway.

The 28-year-old dominated Sat-
urday evening's NAPA Auto Parts
150 presented by Toyota at Ever-
green Speedway for his fourth win
of the season. Coupled with team-
mate Todd Gilliland's off night -- he
finished ninth after a late flat tire put
him a lap down -- Eggleston closed

back to within six points with four
races remaining.

Eggleston's No. 99 held off Will
Rodgers on an overtime finish that
pushed the race to 154 laps. The
extra distance didn't phase Eggle-
ston - he led every lap. Nicole
Behar finished third, followed by
Michael Self and Tayler Riddle. 

Rodgers was coming off his first
career K&N Pro Series win at
Watkins Glen International last
week, while Riddle, the 2016 Sum-
mer Showdown winner in the super
late model showcase at Evergreen,
was making his series debut.

Evergreen was the ninth career
series win for Eggleston, and came
at a track where he finished third in

2015 and second last year.
It was the third race of the sea-

son Eggleston won after earning
the Coors Light Pole Award earlier
in the day.

Julia Landauer finished sixth, fol-
lowed by Matt Levin, Gilliland, Todd
Souza and Ron Norman.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West is back on track at Douglas
County Speedway in Roseburg,
Oregon, on Saturday, Aug. 26 be-
fore finishing up with three races
between Sept. 30 and the Nov. 4 fi-
nale at Kern County Raceway Park
in Bakersfield, Calif.

The NAPA Auto Parts 150 pre-
sented by Toyota will air on NBCSN
on Thursday, Aug. 17 at 1 p.m. ET.
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Ryan Preece captured his fourth NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour win
of the season on Wednesday night at Thompson (Conn.) Speedway
Motorsports Park. (Michael Ivins/NASCAR photo)

Preece Charges Late at
Thompson for

Second Straight Whelen
Modified Win

Chris Eggleston celebrates his fourth NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
victory of the season as he won from the pole in the NAPA Auto
Parts 150 at Evergreen Speedway in Monroe, Wash. (Lindsey Was-
son/NASCAR via Getty Images photo)



SALEM, IN - Brian
Campbell has now
moved into second
place on the
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
all-time wins list with
23 wins after Saturday
nightʼs triumph in the
Level Pebble 125 at
Flat Rock Speedway.
Campbell was not the
flagged winner, all

time ARCA/CRA Super Series wins
leader Scott Hantz received the
checkered flag, but was disquali-
fied from the win after failing post-
race inspection.

"It really hasnʼt soaked in yet
that we got the win tonight, I feel
pretty bad for Hantz,” remarked
Campbell in the CRA Tech area.
“Obviously weʼre happy to take the
win, but definitely donʼt want to win
like that.  Itʼs kind of mixed emo-
tions right now. Unfortunately
Hantz had something on his car
that is no longer allowed in the
rules, itʼs black and white.  Weʼll
take the win and move on to the
next race, but we feel awfully bad.”

“I had a part on the rear suspen-
sion thatʼs no longer allowed, and I
guess it was an oversight on my
part,” remarked Hantz.  “CRA does
a good job.  Itʼs one of the reasons
why Iʼve raced with them so long.  I
just got caught by an infraction on a
suspension piece that I didnʼt really
realize had changed in the rules for
the 2017 season.  I donʼt think it
wouldʼve changed the outcome of
the race, but itʼs just totally on me.”

The 125 lap event was one of
the most exciting series race in
years with eight different lead
changes among four drivers. Eric
Lee got the jump on the field at the
drop of the green flag and led the
first 73 laps of the event. Campbell
would get around Lee on a restart
and take over the lead on lap 74
with Hantz right behind him.

Hantz would get around Camp-
bell to lead on lap 81 as the two
veterans battled side by side.
Campbell lead lap 82, with Hantz
fighting back to lead laps 83 and
84. Campbell would grab the lead
back on lap 85 when Rapheal
Lessard joined the battle making a
dive on the bottom to grab the lead
on lap 94 and 95 before Campbell
dived under Lessard to take the
lead back on lap 96 and would start
to distance himself from the field

when the events final caution flew
with five laps left to go.

Campbell chose the inside for
the restart, while Hantz choose the
outside. The two again battled side
by side with Campbell leading lap
121. Hantz would then make the
outside work barely beating Camp-
bell to the line to lead lap 122, then
got out front to take the lead and
the checkers.

Campbell picked up the AR Bod-
ies Cool Move of the Race for his
pass of Lessard to get the lead
back on lap 96.

Harold Fair Jr. made his first
ARCA/CRA Super Series start in
17 years in a brand new Senneker
Performance chassis and came
away with a second place finish
and was awarded the FLUIDYNE
High Performance Cool Under
Pressure Award. Lessard finished
in third from his 10th place starting
position. Chase Purdy finished in
fourth place with local Outlaw Late
Model veteran Jimmy Theil finish-
ing in fifth place in his first ever start
with the series. Theil won the 75 lap
OutLaw Late Model event that was
ran right after the ARCA/CRA
Super Series feature Saturday
night.

Hunter Jack finished in sixth
place earning his second Senneker
Performance Rookie of the Race
Award of the season. Jackʼs crew
was awarded the PitBoxes.com Pit
Crew of the Race Award, the team
blew an engine in practice on Tues-
day night at Kalamazoo Speedway,
they got that engine replaced in
time to race Saturday night at Flat
Rock, then made several pit stops
during the event to make adjust-
ments on the car enabling Jack to
get his sixth place finish.

The next ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries event will be the Battle at Berlin
251 on Saturday, August 26th at
Berlin Raceway. More information
on the ARCA/CRA Super Series
Powered by JEGS is available at
www.cra-racing.com.

Braden Makes it Three
in a Row With Win at

Kalamazoo
SALEM, IN - Two time

ARCA/CRA Super Series Cham-
pion Travis Braden did not have the
best car in Wednesday nightʼs
Kalamazoo Klash 125 at Kalama-
zoo Speedway, but took full advan-
tage of a restart on lap 121 to use

the outside to pass race leader
Johnny VanDoorn to get his third
straight ARCA/CRA Super Series
Powered by JEGS win in front of a
packed house to watch the Toyota
Kalamazoo Klash XXV Featuring
Kyle Busch.

“It feels great to get this win,” re-
marked Braden. “We wouldnʼt have
had a chance if that caution had not
come out with four to go. Johnny
was gone, nobody was going to
catch him, we got lucky to have that
opportunity. It was a gamble by
Johnny on taking the top or the bot-
tom for that restart. I wasnʼt sure
the top would work, but it did, we
got a great jump and used the mo-
mentum to get the lead and the
win. This car has been awesome,
itʼs really cool to get three wins in a
row for this team!” 

Senneker Performance Rookie
of the Year candidate Kyle Crump
got the early lead over VanDoorn at
the drop of the green flag after
EDCO Welding Fast Qualifier
Braden drew a five for the inverted
start. Crump lead until VanDoorn
managed to get by on lap six.
Braden steadily worked his way to
second and started to chase down
VanDoorn. A caution brought the
two together for a restart. Braden
was able to work by on the outside
after several laps of racing side by
side for the lead.

Braden lead from lap 50 through
lap 85 when VanDoorn got around
Braden after several laps of very
hard racing between the two. Van-
Doorn looked to be on his way to
his third victory of the season when
the caution flag flew on lap 121 set-
ting up the last four lap shootout
were Braden got the jump and the
win.

With the win Braden picked up
the $5000 first place check and
picked up the $1200 Team Con-
struction Clean Sweep Award and
was awarded the AR Bodies Cool
Move of the Race Award for his
pass on the outside to get the win.

VanDoorn would finish in second
and picked up the Sweet Manufac-
turing Sweet Move of the Race
Award for his lap 86 pass of
Braden.

“Just made a bad call,” Van-
Doorn remarked, “choosing the
bottom; itʼs my own fault.  You al-
ways go with your gut and I
shouldʼve gone with my gut.  You
just couldnʼt get going on the bot-
tom.  The guys gave me an awe-
some car. It was a fun race, just a
bad call on my end.”

Crump would battle in the top
five throughout the race and got a
third place finish. Crump picked up
the Senneker Performance Rookie
of the Race Award and the FLUI-
DYNE High Performance Cool
Under Pressure Award. Berlin
Raceway regular Jordan Dahlke
came from his ninth place starting
position to finish in fourth, using the
outside groove on the last restart to
gain several positions and pick up
a Hoosier Racing Tire Performance
Award. JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
points leader Carson Hocevar fin-
ished in fifth place in his
ARCA/CRA Super Series debut.
The 14 year old also made up sev-
eral positions on the last restart.

Brian Campbell would finish in
sixth place. Series rookie Logan
Runyon continued his string of top
ten finishes with a seventh place
finish and will take over the series
Championship points lead. Phil
Bozell came from his 19th place
starting position to finish in eighth
place. Rapheal Lessard and Steve
Dorer finished in ninth and tenth.

NASCAR star Kyle Busch was
on hand to compete in both races
with the Kalamazoo Klash XXV.
Busch started in sixth place in the
ARCA/CRA Super Series race, but
struggled with the cars handling,
even making a late pit stop to try
and make adjustments, but ended
up with a 13th place finish after
some slight contact with the outside
wall.
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ARCA/CRA Super
Series Win of 2017 Season

Brian Campbell celebrates his second win of the season and 23
career win with the ARCA/CRA Super Series after his victory at
Flat Rock Speedway. (cra-racing.com photo)
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KNOXVILLE, IA -
Donny Schatz inher-
ited the lead on lap 22,
after race-long leader
David Gravel slowed
with motor problems,
and held off NASCAR
star Kyle Larson to win
his 10th 5-Hour EN-
ERGY Knoxville Na-
tionals Presented by
Casey's General
Store. Schatz, who
turned 40-years old
this week, trails only

Steve Kinser (12) in Knoxville Na-
tionals Championships. Larson set-
tled for second with Australian
Kerry Madsen rounding out the
podium. World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series drivers
Shane Stewart and Brad Sweet
completed the top five.

Following his perfect qualifying
night, David Gravel flexed his mus-
cles early establishing a sizeable
advantage over fellow front-row
starter, Donny Schatz. Gravel was
masterful in lapped traffic and set a
torrid pace. Schatz pulled ahead of
Gravel on the 12th circuit, but
Gravel got back by at the line.
Gravel again stretched his lead out
before disaster struck on lap 22.
The perfect weekend for the Wa-
tertown, CT driver came to an end
in turn four after losing power in his
CJB Motorsports No. 5. 

"Something let go on the back-
stretch and then something let go

in turn three and four," a disap-
pointed Gravel said following the
race. "We have a fast car. We're
going to come back, win some
races and kick some ass."

Kerry Madsen assumed second
and took his shot at the lead with a
massive slide job in turn one to no
avail. Schatz, Madsen and Larson
attacked the cushion before Terry
McCarl brought out a caution with
24 laps in the book. The yellow flag
turned red and served as the
mandatory fuel stop for the teams. 

Following the red, Larson
slipped by Madsen while Schatz
extended his lead and battled
through heavy traffic. "I knew I
needed to push the issue. It got
pretty hairy a couple of times. The
race track had a pretty tricky lip,"
Schatz said.

Schatz and Larson flirted with
danger lap after lap before Larson
took his shot in traffic. On the final
circuit, Larson tried a bonsai slide
job to no avail as he had the best
view watching the Tony Stewart
Racing No. 15 cross the finish line
first. 

"I'm thankful I was able to run
tonight. I can't think Chip [Ganassi]
enough. The months leading up to
this event I thought I was going to
be able to race Wednesday and
that's it," Larson said in the post-
race press conference. 

For Schatz, it was his 10th
Knoxville Nationals Championship
in the last 12 years. "It's been a hell

of a streak. All the second places I
had before I finally won changed
the whole dynamic and view of this
place for me. I'm fortunate enough
to be able to work with the same
people for such a long amount of
time," a pleased Schatz said.

Donny Schatz will go for his
11th 5-Hour ENERGY Knoxville
Nationals title at the same time,
same place next year. Up next for
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series is a trip to North
Dakota for a three-race weekend
starting Friday at the River Cities
Speedway.

Johnson Sweeps
Friday Night's Events

at 5-Hour ENERGY
Knoxville Nationals
KNOXVILLE, IA - Defending 5-

Hour ENERGY Knoxville Nationals

Champion Jason Johnson had two
opportunities to lock-in to Saturday
Night's finale and took advantage
of both them sweeping both the Fri-
day night feature and the SPEED
SPORT World Challenge. World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries Driver Logan Schuchart, Texas
wheelman Aaron Reutzel and Cali-
fornia's Cory Eliason also punched
their tickets into Saturday night's
50-lap, $150,000 to-win feature Fri-
day night at Knoxville. 

Johnson set quick time in his
group, won his heat race and dom-
inated the 25-lap Feature. "We
came back with confidence after
last night. I just needed to hit my
marks and do my job," Johnson
said. Johnson's win will line him up
17th in tomorrow's 50-lap Feature.
When asked about how he will ap-
proach the Feature starting further 

(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 Sp
rin

t C
ar

 Se
rie

s Donny Schatz Wins His
10th Knoxville Nationals

Donny Schatz celebrates his 10th Knoxville Nationals win in vic-
tory lane at Knoxville Raceway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

back then last year
Johnson said, "It's a
mindset difference.
Obviously, you want to
start on the front row
but you just have to sit
down with yourself
and know it will be a
different outcome. The
best we could do
tonight was win and
start 17th tomorrow
and we did that."

Jacob Allen
started on the pole
and led the opening
circuit before giving

way to Johnson. Allen stayed with
Johnson throughout the early por-
tion of the race. A lap four red flag
for Lynton Jeffrey bunched the field
together, which was exactly what
Allen's teammate, Logan
Schuchart needed. Schuchart, who
originally started 11th, restarted
eighth and begun his charge on the
bottom of the half-mile. Schuchart
worked his way through the field
and overtook Eliason for the fourth
and final transfer spot. A lap later
Schuchart breezed by both his
teammate Allen and Reutzel to
move into the runner-up position,
where he would finish.

Reutzel got by Allen and a lap
later Allen hit the inside berm the
wrong and allowed Eliason to
sneak underneath the #1A off of
turn four. 20th starting Chad Keme-
nah charged his way forward but
was unable to get by Eliason for the
final spot. 

Johnson would go on to win by
4.535 seconds. Schuchart, who
locked into his second consecutive
Knoxville Nationals Feature, be-
comes the seventh World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
driver to lock-in to tomorrow's Fea-

ture. "We've had a lot of ups and
downs this season. I'm happy for
my team. We had a lot of confi-
dence coming in for our qualifying
night but we blew up. I felt like we
had a good shot at it tonight and I'm
glad we were able to lock in to the
Feature tomorrow," a happy
Schuchart said. 

Aaron Reutzel and Cory Eliason
both qualified for their first Knoxville
Nationals A-Main.

Jason Johnson was not done
there. He started fourth in the
SPEED SPORT World Challenge
and passed race-long leader
James McFadden on lap seven
and never looked back. McFadden
settled for second with 14th starting
Brad Sweet, Dominic Scelzi and
Brian Brown completing the top
five.

Gravel Perfect at
Knoxville

KNOXVILLE, IA - David Gravel
became the seventh different
driver, and first in 25 years, in the
57-year history of the 5-Hour EN-

ERGY Knoxville Nationals, to com-
plete a perfect score by setting
quick time, winning his heat race
and winning the feature. Gravel's
perfect night will earn him the pole
of Saturday's $150,000 to-win Fea-
ture alongside nine-time Knoxville
Nationals Champion, Donny
Schatz.

A first lap incident saw Dominic
Scelzi and defending 5-Hour EN-
ERGY Nationals Winner Jason
Johnson get together, ultimately
ending the latter's evening.

"I don't know exactly what hap-
pened, I stepped on the throttle and
the car got way loose on me,"
Johnson said following the
evening. "We're going to have to go
to work tomorrow. It's obviously not
the position we want to be in, but
we're thankful for the way format is
now to get to run tomorrow."

The melee moved Gravel from
his original eighth starting position
up a row to sixth. Gravel rocketed
off the top of turn two and was third
by the completion of the opening
circuit. Gravel worked his way to
second before a caution for then
third place running Brooke Tatnell
on lap 10 bunched the field to-
gether.

Brian Brown, who fell as far back
as seventh, restarted third and
passed Gravel for the runner-up
position, allowing race-long leader
Mark Dobmeier to extend his lead.
Gravel found moisture on the bot-
tom of the speedway, passed
Brown back and set his sights on
the leader. Dobmeier stumbled a bit
in lapped traffic and Gravel
pounced and took the lead on lap
18 and never looked back. "Clean
air is so important these days. It's
better to be running second in
lapped traffic," Gravel said about
his pass for the race lead. 

Gravel drove away and com-

pleted the perfect night by winning
by 3.413 seconds. The perfect
score for David Gravel was the first
recorded since Steve Kinser did so
in 1992, coincidentally the same
year Gravel was born. "It's surreal.
We're going to enjoy try and enjoy
this tonight and end up with a solid
finish Saturday," a modest Gravel
said in regard to his perfect
evening.

Brown settled for second after
an adventurous evening that saw
him get crossed up on a couple of
starts. "After being in the C-main
here last year, I had some new-
found respect for this place. I am
thrilled to start fifth in the feature
this year," Brown said following his
evening.

Following the qualifying nights,
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series drivers own the top
three in points with Gravel, Donny
Schatz and Brad Sweet. Daryn
Pittman (7th), Shane Stewart (10th)
and Paul McMahan (12th) are also
locked into Saturday's 50-lap finale.

Jason Sides will start third in the
Last Chance Showdown on Satur-
day, while the rest of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries drivers will re-qualify on Friday
night to determine their fate for Sat-
urday's program.

Kyle Larson Scores
Preliminary Win at
5-Hour ENERGY

Knoxville Nationals
KNOXVILLE, IA  - Kyle Larson

continued his dominance in the rac-
ing world, convincingly winning the
opening night of the 57th Annual 5-
Hour ENERGY Knoxville Nationals
presented by Casey's General
Store. Nine-time Nationals cham-
pion and current World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series points
leader, Donny Schatz finished sec-
ond, but ended the night as the
high point man and will be in prime
starting position come Saturday
night.

Kyle Larson's third career
Knoxville Raceway win leaves the
dirt racing world waiting for the re-
sults of a phone call with his
NASCAR car owner, Chip Ganassi.
Larson, who currently sits third in
the Monster Energy NASCAR point
standings, has a contract built in
that he cannot race the day before
a NASCAR event. The Knoxville
Nationals finale is Saturday, with
NASCAR racing at Michigan the
following day.

"I hope he understands how big
this event is to me. I think I know
what his answer will be," Larson 

(Continued Next Page)
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Jason Johnson celebrates his win in Friday nightʼs events of the
Knoxville Nationals with his son in victory lane. (Paul Arch photo)

David Gravel celebrates with his family and crew in victory lane
after winning Thursdayʼs Knoxville Nationals events. (Paul Arch
photo)
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said about his upcom-
ing phone call.

As for the race,
Larson started on the
pole and won it with a
masterful drive
through lapped traffic.
Knoxville regular
Austin McCarl got a
good start and led the
field down the back-
stretch before giving
way to Larson shortly
after. "I could run the
bottom decent and
once I got up top, I felt
like I had a lot of

speed," Larson said.
Pennsylvania Posse member,

Greg Hodnett, closed in on McCarl
for the runner-up position but was
overtaken by Schatz before he

could do so. Schatz got by McCarl
with ease and set his eyes on the
California driver as the two raced
through lapped traffic. Schatz never
closed in enough to make a serious
attempt for the lead.

"Kyle did a phenomenal job. He
moved around when he needed to.
We had a very decent night,"
Schatz said in the post-race press
conference. Hodnett settled for
third.

Brad Sweet was strong all night
and ended the night second in
points, "You have to put yourself in
position and I think we did a great
job of that all night. Coming to the
biggest race of the year, we had
high expectations. There's still
room for improvement, but I feel
like we are really close right now."

World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series drivers Shane
Stewart and Paul McMahan sit

sixth and eighth in points, respec-
tively. Sheldon Haudenschild bat-
tled motor woes in the Last Chance

Showdown, as did Logan
Schuchart, who scratched for the
evening following hot laps.
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PUTNAMVILLE,
IN - Tyler Thomas had
the winning hand in
driving the Michael
Dutcher Motorsports
sprint car to victory
Saturday night at the
Lincoln Park Speed-
way. The feature for
the “Return to Put-
namville” paid $3,000
to win. Thomas picked
up MSCS win number

two in following up on a first MSCS
victory the previous night. The Indi-
anapolis based driver has the
Griffins Propane, Indiana Under-
ground, and Tri-Star Motorsports
sponsored sprinter locked into a
win streak. He also captured his
heat race both nights out!

Thomas practically dominated
the race from the 4th lap on despite
starting sixth in the 30 lap main
event. Drivers with the potential to
challenge for that lead changed.
They included Brent Beauchamp
who led the first three laps, Koby
Barksdale, and Brady Short. Short
was running second and had the
last opportunity when the field un-
dertook a restart with only four laps
remaining.

Brady Short would finish second
and build upon his series points
lead. Brent Beauchamp was third.
Robert Ballou moved back up to
claim fourth after visiting the work
area at mid race. First time MSCS
competitor Jamie Williams was
fifth. Aaron Farney led the second

five to the finish line. He was fol-
lowed by Matt McDonald, Jon
Stanbrough, Brandon Mattox, and
A.J. Hopkins.

Matt McDonald was the Keizer
Aluminum Wheels Hard Charger of
the Race. He had started 20th on
the field and completed the event
in seventh spot. Travis Berryhill re-
ceived the Wilwood Tuff Brakes
Award which is presented to the
eleventh place finisher.

There were five caution periods
during the feature. Most were sin-
gle car incidents. Brady Ottinger
and Daron Clayton brought out the
first yellow flags in separate inci-
dents. Then three cars became en-
tangled on lap18. Kyle Cummins,
Brandon Mattox, and Aaron Farney
were invoved. All three restarted.
Two additional yellow flags were is-
sued for A.J. Hopkins and Tim
Creech. A heat race accident dam-
aged the car driven by Garrett
Aitken. The collision forced him to
scratch from the lineup for the fea-
ture.

Drivers winning heat races be-
sides Thomas were Brady Short
and Robert Ballou. The feature
line-up was set from the heat races
and a B Main was not held. The
fastest overall qualifier at this years
“Return to Putnamville” was Robert
Ballou. Ballou toured the 5/16th
mile oval in 12.579 seconds.
Rookie Garrett Aitken was second
quick!

The Midwest Sprint Car Series
will remain idle until Sunday Sep-

tember 3rd. That is the date for the
Labor Day Weekend Challenge.
The Challenge will also pay the
winner $3,000. It will be a great op-
portunity for race teams to get
some track time prior to the Haub-
stadt Hustler on September 16th.

Tyler Thomas Strikes
Py Dirt at Shadyhill

Speedway
MEDARYVILLE, IN - Tyler

Thomas won the 25 lap feature at
the Shadyhill Speedway Friday
night. It was the first win for
Thomas as a competitor in the
Hoosier Tire Midwest Sprint Car
Series. The occasion also marked
the first appearance for MSCS at
the quarter mile Pulaski County fa-
cility.

Thomas who races out of Indi-
anapolis, IN, had one fast racing
machine with the 17GP Michael
Dutcher Motorsports sprinter. The
car & driver combination proved
that it was quickest around the top
line of the race track. Thomas
passed Brandon Mattox on the
10th lap and then secured the lead
for the remainder of the 25 lap fea-
ture distance.  The victory was a
$2,000 pay day on the dirt at
Shadyhill. The race car is spon-
sored by Griffinʼs Propane and In-
diana Underground.

The battle up front for the top
five spots remained heated
throughout the event. Robert Bal-
lou would finish sec-
ond despite repeated
pressure from both
Brandon Mattox and
Aaron Farney. A
restart on lap 18 and
another on lap 20

tightened the entire field. Farney
took third from Mattox with three
laps left to race. Mattox held onto
fourth with an effort hampered by
the loss of an engine cylinder.
Rookie Garrett Aitken of Paris, IL,
was fifth in collecting his best finish
of the season.

The second five in order in-
cluded MSCS Points leader Brady
Short, 2016 series Rookie of the
Year Tyler Hewitt, Kokomoʼs Josh
Spencer, Buckeye driver Lee Un-
derwood, and rookie Ben Knight.
Chad Davenport received the
Wilwood Tuff Brakes Award by fin-
ishing 11th. Drivers adjusted to the
new surroundings, hooked up, and
pushed hard. There were only two
spins during the feature. Fifteen
drivers finished the event. Eight of
those cars were still on the lead lap
as starter Keith Dewigʼs checkers
waved.

The two heat race winners were
Aaron Farney and Tyler Thomas.
Fast qualifier Robert Ballou also
earned the Keizer Aluminum
Wheels Hard Charger of the Race.
The starting field for the feature
was very well balanced and Ballou
finished highest of the four drivers
who improved three spots in some
tight battles. Drivers from five
states were present for this special
but less frequent Friday night ap-
pearance for the series. Brad Wyatt
made the longest trek to race with a
500 mile, nine hour drive from
Kearney, MO.

Kyle Larson takes the checkered flag for the opening night of the
Knoxville Nationals. (Paul Arch photo)
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Tyler Thomas Wins at
Lincoln Park Sweeps Both

MSCS Weekend Races



UNION, KY - Tim
McCreadie passed
race-leader, Scott
Bloomquist on lap 97
and then held off
Bobby Pierce and
Bloomquist to win the
35th Annual Sunoco
Race Fuels
North/South 100 - pre-
sented by Lucas Oil
on Saturday night at
the Florence Speed-

way. Bloomquist had been the
dominant car for most of the race
until McCreadie and Pierce went to
the outside of the track - both forg-
ing ahead of Bloomquist with three
laps remaining.

McCreadie earned $50,000 in
his first-ever win at the King Family
promoted facility. Pierce; last year's
winner; came home in second with
Bloomquist; a 2-time winner of the
race; finishing in third. Jimmy
Owens led the first 17 laps, but fin-
ished in fourth. Darrell Lanigan was
fifth at the checkered flag. 

With a standing-room only
crowd on hand for the event; Mc-
Creadie did his patented victory
lane celebration that had the crowd
cheering ever louder. "I think we all
have learned a lot from Bobby
[Pierce] - if there is something out
there you need to run it. Bobby and
I probably raced a bit too clean; we
had an issue at the Show-Me. I ap-
preciate that he ran me clean. He
[Pierce] is turning into a true pro-
fessional. He could have raced me
dirty, but he didn't."

"Thanks to Sweeteners Plus and
Longhorn Chassis this makes per-
fect sense. Never in my wildest
dreams did I think it would turn out
like this. Thanks to everybody at
the shop, also a big thanks to Pro
Power Racing Engines and Penske
Racing Shocks. I was a little free
early on, but as the track burned off
we got better. I was tighter through
the center than I would have liked.
I am bullheaded sometimes, but I
put my faith in my guys tonight and
it paid off."

Bloomquist took the lead from
Owens on lap 18 and was in con-
trol of the race until with ten laps to
go when McCreadie and Pierce
both went to the top side to track
Bloomquist down. The crowd then
got on its collective feet as Mc-
Creadie took the lead from
Bloomquist.

"Congrats to McCreadie on the

win. That is what you call racing,"
said Pierce. "A few months ago at
the Show-Me I I kind of rubbed him
a little bit. He wasn't happy about
that. Tonight we were duking it out
and we kind of came up through
the field like teammates there, it's
like we were drafting of each other.
Last year there was a lot of cush-
ion to use as compared to this year,

so it made it a little tougher."
Bloomquist; who was looking for

his first North/South 100 win since
2000 and was coming off three-
straight years of runner-up finishes;
looked to be headed to his third win
in the event until McCreadie and
Pierce caught him. "We didn't real-
ize they were that high and I didn't
think there much up there to work
with. I didn't really get a signal to
where they were at on the track. I
had no way of knowing. We kind of
stayed right in the middle and was
pacing ourselves."

Completing the top ten were

Brandon Overton, Zack Dohm,
Josh Richards, and Hudson
O'Neal.

Heat Races Run for
the Sunoco

North/South 100
UNION, KY - Friday night's por-

tion of the Sunoco Race Fuels
North/South 100 - presented by
Lucas Oil, kicked off with 67 en-
trants drawing for 12 heat races of
passing points. The pulse-pound-
ing action landed Scott Bloomquist 

(Continued Next Page)
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First-Career North/South
100 Victory

Tim McCreadie raced his way to victory lane for the 35th Annual Sunoco Race Fuels North/South 100
at Florence Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

and Jimmy Owens on
the front row of Satur-
day night's 100-lap
main event. 

In the first round of
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series heat races
there were six heat
races contested.
Eddie Carrier Jr., Scott
Bloomquist, Jonathan
Davenport, Josh
Richards, Bobby
Pierce, and Don
O'Neal scored heat
race victories in round
one.

In the first heat of the night Car-
rier, the 2014 winner of the
North/South 100, led all the way to
take the victory in the Keaton's Col-
lision Center, Longhorn Chassis.
Victor Lee finished in second, with
Dale McDowell crossing the line in
third.

The second heat race of the
evening saw two-time North/South
100 winner, Scott Bloomquist take
the victory in his Crop Production
Services, Sweet-Bloomquist entry.
Zach Dohm followed Bloomquist
across the line to run second, with
10th place starting Jimmy Owens
finishing up in third.

The third heat saw an exciting
finish as the 2015 North/South 100
winner, Jonathan Davenport in the
G.R. Smith, Victory Auto Sales,
Rocket passed six-time Florence
Speedway track champion, Steve
Landrum on the final lap to collect
the win. Brian Shirley charged from
sixth to take third at the end. 

The fourth heat of round one
saw current LOLMDS points
leader, Josh Richards' Best Per-
formance, Rocket score an easy
win. Former LOLMDS Rookie of
the Year, Billy Moyer Jr. took the
second spot. R.J. Conley came
from the eighth starting position as
he used the top line of the track to
take the third finishing spot.

The fifth heat saw defending
North/South 100 winner, Bobby
Pierce come from the fifth starting
position to take the win. Kyle Bron-
son held the lead for most of the
race until Pierce stormed by him.
Darrell Lanigan came from seventh
to finish in third.

The sixth and final heat of round
one saw Don O'Neal, a two-time
North/South 100 winner take an
early lead in the Clint Bowyer,
PeakAntifreeze and Coolant, Club
29 entry. O'Neal never looked back
in claiming the win over fellow
Hoosier-state driver Kent Robin-
son. Steve Francis, who was in-

volved in an early race incident and
had to restart on the tail, charged
through the field, and rallied to fin-
ish third.

The second round of heat races
started off with Thursday night's
main event winner, Jimmy Owens
in the Ramirez Motorsports, E3
Spark Plugs, Rocket taking the vic-
tory. Jason Jameson, a former
track champion at Florence, fin
ished in the runner-up position with
Darrell Lanigan taking the third
spot. 

In the second heat of round
number two, Shanon Buckingham
survived a torrid battle with Scott
James to take the win. The driver
of the Double Down Motorsports,
Longhorn withstood several chal-
lenges from James to get the win.
Trailing Buckingham and James to
the finish line was Jason Miller.

The third heat saw Tim Mc-
Creadie in the Sweeteners Plus,
Longhorn lead all the way by dom-
inating the entire race. Scott
Bloomquist came from the outside
of row number five to finish second,
and Adam Bowman came home in
third. 

The fourth heat saw a great race
between Mike Marlar and Michael
Chilton. The two drivers swapped
the lead back-and-forth with Marlar
coming out the winner in the Ron-
nie Delk-owned, Delk Equipment
Sales, Rocket. Chilton was second
with Steve Casebolt trailing in third.

The fifth heat was taken by four-
time LOLMDS National Champion,
Earl Pearson Jr. as he sprinted
away from the pack to score the
win in the Dunn-Benson Ford,
Lucas Oil, Longhorn. Hudson
O'Neal grabbed the second spot at
the finish line over Chris Ferguson
who was third.

The sixth and final heat of round
two was an excellent battle be-
tween Brandon Overton and Gregg

Satterlee. Satterlee led most of the
way until Overton overtook him in
the waning laps for the win in the
Chip Stone and Randy Weaver-
owned, Mission Transport, Long-
horn. Satterlee was second with
Devin Moran rounding out the top-
three.

Owens Survives
Battle with Lanigan to

Win at Florence
UNION, KY - Jimmy Owens sur-

vived a fierce battle with Darrell
Lanigan to win the Sunoco Race
Fuels North/South Shootout - pre-
sented by Lucas Oil on Thursday
night at Florence Speedway.
Owens and Lanigan swapped the
lead several times before the
halfway mark, with Owens gaining
the lead for good on lap 16, though
never comfortably ahead of the
pack.

Lanigan stayed close and fin-
ished right on Owens' bumper as
the checkers fell. Tim McCreadie
finished a close third with polesitter,
Hudson O'Neal taking fourth.
Bobby Pierce charged from 17th to
finish fifth.

It was Owens' third LOLMDS
win of the season, but his first out-
side of his homestate of Tennessee
where he had recorded wins earlier
this season at Tazewell and Smoky
Mountain.

The 3-time North/South 100 win-
ner was elated in Lucas Oil Victory
Lane. "It was a good show tonight.
I was thankful to get the lead on the
bottom when I did. The lapped traf-
fic was a bear. I had a hard time
getting around Scott [Bloomquist].
Wherever I went, he went, but
that's part of it. Maybe we can run
good in the heat races tomorrow
and get a good starting spot for
Saturday."

"I really felt like I needed to get

off the top. I saw O'Neal up there
and I figured he was running the
cushion. I didn't think I could catch
the lapped cars on the bottom so
that is why I stayed up top. I had to
look over my shoulder there at the
end to see who was there, espe-
cially on a track like tonight the guy
running in second has the advan-
tage. You never know where to be.
Hats off to the track crew for a
doing a great job on the track," said
the 3-time LOLMDS National
Champion.

"I really wasn't leaning on the
cushion much. There is $50,000 on
the line Saturday night so I wanted
to keep it off of the wall. There was
an awesome turnout tonight of driv-
ers and fans. It's great to have
everybody come support us. This
makes such a prestigious race
even better."

Lanigan debuted a new car and
was in the hunt the entire 50-lap
distance. "We struggled last week
in Illinois and Wisconsin so we
came home and built a new one. I
love coming home and running
here. The fans are great. Hopefully
we can finally win this race. We
have tried for a long-time to win the
North/South 100. We have run sec-
ond 3 or 4 times. So hopefully we
can bring this I-Racing.com entry
home with the win for Clint Bowyer
and all the guys."

McCreadie had a great points
night with his third-place finish. "It
was definitely top-dominated.
Jimmy did a good job there and I
thought well maybe we could get
around him, but Darrell was there
and we all had a heck of a race
going. I am happy with a third-
place. I think we can get some
more out of it."

Completing the top ten were Earl
Pearson Jr., Brandon Overton, Don
O'Neal, Josh Richards, and Zack
Dohm.
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Jimmy Owens outdueled Darrell Lanigan to win the Sunoco Race Fuels North/South Shootout at Flo-
rence Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



MERRITTVILLE,
ONT - Matt Sheppard
drove past Gary Lind-
berg in the outside
lane following a lap 81
restart to take the lead
on lap 85 and then
paced the final 16 laps
to win his second
straight Bob St.
Amand Memorial 100

at Merrittville Speedway on
Wednesday night.

"We have had some really good
racecars and some really good
luck. That's what it takes," Shep-
pard said of his four-race win
streak."

Sheppard's good luck was at the
expense of Erick Rudolph's misfor-
tune during the most dramatic point
of the race. Lindberg and Rudolph
had broken away from the rest of
the pack in the top two spots. As
the race reached its final quarter,
Rudolph zeroed in on Lindberg
amongst the lapped traffic and
pulled to his back bumper after
erasing a two-second deficit.

However, Rudolph's bid for the
lead ended with 81 laps completed
when he tried to race under Lind-
berg, who was running a half
groove off the bottom of the track,
in turn three. The two drivers made
contact in the middle of the corner
and the result Rudolph facing the
wrong way in front of the field.

The ensuing restart moved
Sheppard from third to the outside
of the front row beside Lindberg.
The Waterloo, NY native made the
most of the outside groove and
took the lead from Lindberg on lap
85 after a four-lap side-by-side bat-
tle on the icy slick track.

While Sheppard held the point,
Lindberg kept within striking dis-
tance over the next 10 laps until the
final caution flag of the race waved
with five laps remaining when Fred
Carleton rode the outside retaining
wall to a stop on the frontstretch.
Contrary to most situations, Shep-
pard was actually happy to see the
yellow flag.

Sheppard and many of the driv-
ers resorted to dipping the right-
side wheels into the moat on the
frontstretch to find grip for the
straightaway which was devoid of
moisture elsewhere. That same
slick track played to the benefit of
Lindberg and the other Merrittville

Small Block regulars.  
"The track conditions helped and

so did starting up front," Lindberg
said. "I thought I was a sitting duck
up there and luckily we held on as
long as we did. The guys put a
good car under me this week."

Billy Decker completed the
podium with a third-place finish.
Decker's second top-three result in
as many nights extended his point
lead over Larry Wight, who finished
ninth. 

"We're not worried about every-
body else," Decker quipped in Vic-
tory Lane. "We're just trying to take
care of our own program. The Page
Trucking car was pretty dogone
good tonight. It was tough sledding.
The boys at Mike Payne Racing
work really hard and Textron's on
board. We're having a pretty good
year."

Prior to the lap 81 caution, the
race had run under green condi-
tions since a lap 30 restart. Before
the extended run, the race experi-
enced a slower pace than in the
second half of the race. The initial
start was slowed when Tommy
Flannigan and Rich Scagliotta tan-
gled together in turn four before the
first lap was completed. 

When the race got up to speed,
polesitter Max McLaughlin took the
lead with Lindberg quickly in tow.
As the track slicked off, Lindberg
was able to gain more on
McLaughlin and was able to take
the lead in turn two off a lap 13
restart. 

The third caution of the race
came on lap 22 when Brett Hearn,
Pat Ward and Mark D'Ilario made
contact and were collected against
the inside wall in turn four. The lap
30 restart allowed Lindberg to build
his lead to over three seconds
ahead of McLaughlin at the halfway
mark. 

Rudolph, who ran inside the top-
five most of the first half, entered a
three-car battle for second with
McLaughlin and Chad Brachmann.
Brachmann took second initially on
lap 53 before Rudolph took the
spot on lap 63. 

Rudolph hit his stride at that
point and began to reel in Lindberg,
who was working flawlessly
through heavy lapped traffic. In less
than 10 laps, Rudolph erased a
two-second Lindberg advantage.
Rudolph tried the inside lane in turn

two on lap 76 and the two drivers
made sight contact on the back-
stretch. Then, on lap 81, Rudolph's
hope for the victory ended with his
spin in turn three, but earned him
the Speedy First Aid Hard Luck
award. He raced back to a 10th-
place finish. 

McLaughlin was the night's Fast
Qualifier with a lap of 16.692 sec-
onds and the winner of heat two.
Matt Sheppard, Ryan Susice and
Billy Decker also picked up heat
race winners. Mark D'Ilario won the
Last Chance Qualifier. Despite his
troubles throughout the night, Larry
Wight earned the KSE Hard
Charger award, racing from 24th to
9th in the main event, an improve-
ment of 15 spots.

For Sheppard, the win was an-
other step in the right direction to-
wards climbing up the points
ladder. Entering Wednesday's
event, he was 115 points back of
Decker.

Sheppard will get the chance to
try for his fifth straight win when the
Super DIRTcar Series returns to
action on Thursday, August 24 at
Ohsweken Speedway for the Triple
Crown Showdown. 

For additional event information,
visit www.ohswekenspeedway.com.

Matt Sheppard
Scores First Career

Ransomville Win
RANSOMVILLE, NY - Matt

Sheppard was the third and final
leader after he took the point posi-
tion from Billy Decker on lap 49 and
led the remaining 52 laps to win his
third straight Super DIRTcar Series
race in the 33rd Summer Nationals
at Ransomville Speedway on Tues-
day night. The victory was also
Sheppard's first career win at Ran-
somville and prevented rival Stew-
art Friesen from winning the event
for the third straight year at his
childhood track. 

"I've won a lot of races at a lot of
different racetracks, but Ran-
somville was never one of them,"
Sheppard said in Victory Lane.

Billy Decker threw everything he
had at Sheppard to try and retake
the lead off the final restart with five
laps to go, but fell 0.923 seconds
short of a victory. Decker did man-
age to win an extended battle with
Larry Wight to extend his point
lead, which was just two markers
entering the event. Ransomville
regular Erick Rudolph and Stewart
Friesen rounded out the top-five.

The 100-lap race began with
local pilot Kenny Wills III on the
pole and Jimmy Phelps to his out-
side. Phelps led the opening lap

and paced the field through a trio of
cautions in the first 30 laps before
Decker made his bid for the top
spot. Decker seized a lap 32 op-
portunity when Phelps bobbled on
the cushion in turn two, allowing the
No.91 to race to the bottom of the
track and take the lead. 

It was brief, however, as Phelps
retook the point the following lap,
but remained under siege from
Decker until the two drivers ex-
changed the lead again on laps 38
and 39. On lap 40, Sheppard got
past Phelps for second and set out
to track down Decker. 

The caution waved again on lap
41 when Keith Flach slowed in turn
four. When the race resumed on
lap 47, Friesen jumped to third
while Sheppard continued to pres-
sure Decker. On lap 49, Sheppard
made the decisive move of the race
when he drove under Decker in
turn four to claim the lead. 

Over the final 52 laps, Sheppard
pounded his No.9s against the
cushion in turns one and two, but
tried both the inside and outside
lanes in turns three and four as he
navigated through the traffic. 

"It was a fine line up on the wall,"
Sheppard said. "It was a little closer
to the wall than I like to run, but
that's just part of the deal here at
Ransomville. I'm just very fortu-
nate. A lot of people got messed up
on the bottom on restarts early, but
my car was good enough early I
could maintain and not lose any
spots. It seemed like the longer the
race went, the better we got."

Wight jumped into the top-three
off a lap 62 restart and then spent
the better part of the final 35 laps
dueling side-by-side with Decker
for second. Wight lost the battle on
lap 86 when he went off the track in
turn two trying to avoid contact with
a lapped car. It was the second
time in the race Wight had to take
evasive action to quickly avoid se-
rious problems. Earlier in the race,
he hit the outside wall and all but
destroyed the body on the right
side of the car. Regardless, Wight
was happy with the run.  

Sheppard was able to outpace
Decker in clean air over the final 10
laps, but restarts on laps 93 and 95
forced him to hit his marks as
Decker lurked within five car
lengths each time. 

Wight was the race's KSE Hard
Charger, advancing seven posi-
tions from 10th to 3rd. Decker,
Wight Sheppard and Max
McLaughlin claimed heat race
wins.

Ransomville's 358 Modified
weekly points leader Ryan Susice
won the Last Chance Qualifier.
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Texas
Motor Speedway

FORT WORTH,
TX - Three-time
NASCAR Cup Series
champion Tony Stew-
art will make a return
to stock-car racing at
Texas Motor Speed-
way to take part in the
"Smoke Show" Fan-
tasy Camp set for
Wednesday, Oct. 11. 

Stewart, who re-
tired from NASCAR
competition last year,

returns to the track as the host of
the "Smoke Show" Fantasy Camp
benefitting the Texas Chapter of
Speedway Children's Charities. A
limited number of spots remain to
take part in this unique experience
that offers fans the chance to walk
in the shoes of a Cup Series driver
on race day and run 20 competitive
laps on Texas Motor Speedway's
1.5-mile oval in a Team Texas Driv-
ing Experience stock car.

The experience reaches a pin-
nacle for campers when they re-
ceive a thrilling three-lap ride-along
with Stewart in a Team Texas two-
seater stock car. 

Various packages are available
for the "Smoke Show," beginning at
$6,000. The camp includes the fol-
lowing: 

• Personalized locker and
"Smoke Show" firesuit

• "Smoke Show" Fantasy Camp
memorabilia 

• Drivers' meeting and Q&A with
Stewart

• Pre-race driver introductions
on stage

• Two 10-lap competitive ses-
sions in a Team Texas stock car
with personalized instruction from
Stewart and a video keepsake of
your drive

• A Victory Lane celebration
where you will join Stewart, along
with the AAA Texas 500 trophy,
while wearing a winner's felt cow-
boy hat and firing off the pistols just
like the NASCAR Cup winners do
at Texas Motor Speedway

• A three-lap ride-along experi-
ence with Stewart 

• Live auction featuring Stewart
memorabilia and other NASCAR
experiences 

This year marks the 10th edition
of the "Smoke Show" at Texas
Motor Speedway. The event has
become the largest fundraiser for
the Texas Chapter of Speedway
Children's Charities, raising more
than $1.6 million since the event
debuted in 2009. 

To purchase your spot for the
"Smoke Show" Fantasy Camp or

for additional information, visit
www.scctexas.org or contact
Speedway Children's Charities at
(817) 215-8421.

Irwindale Event Center
IRWINDALE, CA - Team 211 En-

tertainment' CEO Jim Cohan today
announced that the owners of the
Irwindale Event Center property
have set the date for the center's
last day of operation.   "We were
notified this week by the owner's
representative that January 31,
2018 will be our final day on the Ir-
windale property," Cohan said.

"First and foremost, everyone
should know that we'll continue to
operate Irwindale Event Center
right up to our final weeks, as we've
been doing for the past five years;
providing great family motorsports
and related entertainment in the
most professional way possible,"
he went on.   "Our full 2017 sched-
ule of NASCAR, Drag Strip, LA
Racing Experience events, and
special events will run as pub-
lished. And, in fact, we're planning
on adding a couple of extra events
to the calendar to honor all of the
competitors who raced and
wrenched here at Irwindale since it
opened in 1999."

"In all honesty, we were here
and in it for the long haul, in fact we
were in the process of putting out
our complete schedule for the 2018
season.  All that made this news
very difficult for me to hear, and
very hard on our whole team.

Cohan went on to thank all of the
many sponsors, and supporters
who worked with the facility over
the years, "Without them, we would
have never been able to do what
we've done.  I won't name them all
here but they all deserve a huge
amount credit for this place still
being around.  They've believed in
us and we've believed in them ...
those partnerships have meant a
great deal to everyone involved."

Cohan also thanked the many
motorsports sanctioning bodies
that chose Irwindale as the site of
numerous major events over the
years, saying, "Their confidence in
our abilities was a high compliment
for us, we always tried to make
each show better than the last one.
That's just the way all of our people
are wired.  And ...we'd be some-
what amiss if we didn't mention our
friends in the City of Irwindale, and
working with them to have an event
center that everyone involved with
could be proud of."

"In the end I'm most proud of our
whole extended team right across
the board; they're a very dedicated
group of people who picked up

what was left when the original op-
erators left in 2012.  Working to-
gether these people rebuilt this
facility's reputation as one of the
finest short tracks in the country, a
great stock car driving experience,
and an exciting street legal drag
strip.  I'm the one who is most often
quoted; but they're the team that
did all the work." 

Cohan concluded, "I simply want
everyone out there to understand
that this team is going to work just
as hard to keep this a great fan-
friendly facility running strong all
the way until midnight January 30,
2018.   We all wish that we could
have given our racers many more
than the five years we were able to
and sincerely hope that we enter-
tained all of our guests along the
way..."

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - NASCAR su-

perstar Kasey Kahne, driver of the
No. 5 Farmers Insurance Chevro-
let for Hendrick Motorsports, and
NHRA rookie sensation Tanner
Gray will get fans revved up for
Charlotte Motor Speedway's ac-
tion-packed fall season during the
ninth annual Parade of Power on
Wednesday, Aug. 16.

This free family fun event show-
cases the wide variety of racing
and events coming to the speed-
way during the second half of the
year and includes a fan Q&A, mon-
ster truck rides for kids and an au-
tograph session.

The Parade of Power will feature
more than two dozen vehicles -- to-
taling more than 30,000 horse-
power -- including NASCAR stock
cars, NHRA Top Fuel dragster and
Pro Mod car, a World of Outlaws
dirt late model, a monster truck, a
Legend Car and Bandolero, Toyota
Camry pace cars, the speedway's
Rosenbauer fire engine, classic au-
tomobiles and more.

The vehicles will parade down
Bruton Smith Boulevard from Con-
cord Mills Mall to Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

Kahne, a five time Cup Series
winner at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way, will make his way down Bur-
ton Smith Boulevard to greet the
fans. Coming off of
the Brickyard 400 win
that earned him a
place in the 2017
NASCAR playoffs,
Kahne looks to con-
tinue his success at
Charlotte this fall.
Kahne already had
his fair share of suc-
cess at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, in-

cluding a trip to Victory Lane in the
2006 Bank of America 500.

Gray will greet the fans as he
gears up for the 2017 NHRA Car-
olina Nationals. The 17-year-old
made NHRA history earlier this
season when he became the
youngest Pro driver to win a na-
tional event at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway. He has since added
two more victories to his resume
and looks to continue his success
at zMAX Dragway in September.

In addition to the parade, there
will be an autograph session for the
first 100 fans to arrive at the speed-
way Wednesday morning. Wrist-
bands will be distributed beginning
at 8 a.m. for entry to the autograph
session.

Kids at the event can also jump
in a ride-along monster truck in ad-
vance to the Circle K Back-to-
School Monster Truck Bash at The
Dirt Track on Aug. 19.

The complete line-up for the
fall's activities is as follows.

• Aug. 19: Circle K Back-to-
School Monster Truck Bash (The
Dirt Track)

• Sept. 11: Laps for Life Blood
Drive

• Sept. 15-17: NHRA Carolina
Nationals (zMAX Dragway)

• Sept. 21-24: Pennzoil AutoFair
• Oct. 6: Bojangles' Pole Night

and Southern Slam 150
• Oct. 7: Drive for the Cure 300

presented by Blue Cross Blue
Shield of North Carolina

• Oct. 8: Bank of America 500
• Oct. 20-22: Goodguys' South-

eastern Nationals
• Oct. 26-28: OneDirt World

Short Track Championship (The
Dirt Track)

• Nov. 2-4: World of Outlaws
World Finals (The Dirt Track)

• Nov. 18: Eggnog Jog 5k
• Nov. 19-Dec. 30: Speedway

Christmas (Closed Dec. 25)
• Nov. 24: Black Friday Blowout
TICKETS: Fans interested in at-

tending any of the fall events, in-
cluding the NHRA Carolina
Nationals Sept. 15-17, the Bank of
America 500 on Oct. 8 and the
World of Outlaws World Finals Nov.
2-4, can purchase tickets by calling
1-800-455-FANS (3267) or online.
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Hickory Motor
Speedway

After a week off
the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series
rolled back into Hick-
ory Motor Speedway
with Cosmo Motors
Night at the Races.

Leading off the ac-
tion would be the al-
ways exciting
Renegades as they
would hit the track for
20 laps of fierce battle.
Darren Dickinson in
the #6 would start from
the point with Justin
Austin in the #1 to his

outside. Dickinson and Austin
would battle side by side until Kyle
DiVanna in the #71 would press the
issue and take it 3-wide through
and eventually move to the top
spot. The battle would be furious
throughout the 20 lap feature with
multiple wrecks and positions
swapped nearly every lap, but
Austin would hold on for his second
visit to Victory Lane in a row. Dick-
inson and DiVanna would end up
2nd and 3rd respectively and tied
in the point standings. Robbie Hol-
lifield in the #51 and the #18 of
Casey Meyer rounding out the top
5.

Next up would be the Bojangles
Late Models and the first of their
Twin 40 lap features. Ryan Milling-
ton in the #76 would grab the top
starting spot with the fast time in
qualifying. Thomas Beane in the
#31 would start to Millington's out-
side Ty Gibbs in the #18 and Char-
lie Watson and in the #9 making up
row two. On the start Millington
would nose out to the early lead but
Beane would keep pressuring on
the outside until working his way to
the top spot. Around lap 10 Watson
would start to make his way to the
front moving around Millington and
then around Beane for the lead.
After winning the last three races
for the Bojangles Late Models Wat-
son was looking to make it 4 in a
row. While Millington was hoping to
cool the hot streak he would have
to settle for the runner up spot as
Watson would take the Checkered
Flag and the win. Anthony Alfredo
in the #8 would finish 3rd, Gibbs
would hold on for 4th, and Omar
Jurado in the #15 would round out
the top 5.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would hit the track
next for their 35 lap feature. Jeremy
Pelfrey in the #51 would start from
the pole with Mack Little in the #16
to his outside. Pelfrey would take
the early lead as the battle would

rage for second and beyond. Alex
Reece in the #18, Zach Bruenger in
the #55, and Pat Rachels in the
#34 would all make bids for the top
spot. Pelfrey would withstand nu-
merous restarts and hold on for the
win. Reece would charge all the
way to 2nd with Bruenger hot on
his heels finishing 3rd. Rachels
would work his way to a 4th place
finish with Little hanging on for 5th.

Roaring to life next would be the
Cosmo Motors Street Stocks and
their 30 lap skirmish. Cody De-
Marmels in the #18 would lead the
field to the green flag and prove to
be the cream of the crop on this
night as he would lead every lap on
his way to a wire to wire victory.
The battle for 2nd, however, was a
different story with Trey Buff in the
#69, Kevin Eby in the #03, Marshall
Sutton in the #64, and Mark Whit-
ten in the #77 all wanting the spot.
Eby would grab 2nd with Buff fin-
ishing 3rd. Sutton and Whitten
would finish 4th and 5th respec-
tively.

The One Design Super Trucks
would be next up with 35 laps of ac-
tion packed racing. With a rain
shower stopping truck qualifying
the field would be set by points.
This would put points leader Tyler
Dayton in the #36 at the front for
the green flag. Sheflon Clay in the
#15 would jump out to the early
lead. Dayton would slowly reel in
Clay and move back to the point.
Much like the Renegade race ear-
lier in the evening the One Design
Super Trucks would see multiple in-
cidents causing positions to shuffle
early and often. Charlie Neill in the
#26 would work his way to chal-
lenge the top duo of Dayton and
Clay. A  late race restart would see
Neill make the most of the opportu-
nity and nose ahead of Dayton.
Neill would hold on and take the
win with Dayton coming home in
the runner up position. Clay would
finish 3rd, Allen Huffman in the #51
would battle back from several in-

cidents to finish 4th, and the #70 of
Travis Baity would round out the
top five in 5th.

The Bojangles Late Models
would roll off once more, this time
for the second of their Twin 40 lap
features. A ten car inversion from
the first feature finish would put
Juan Gonzalez in the #5 on the
pole and Jake Ruggles in the #29
to his outside. The front pair would
run side by side for a couple laps
when Jonathan Findley in the #4
would make his move toward the
front. Contact would send the lead-
ers spinning and when the dust set-
tled Findley's car would be setting
atop Gonzales' car. Thankfully nei-
ther driver would be injured and
Findley's car was able to continue
after a tow to pit road. The next
restart would see Thomas Beane in
the #31 and Ty Gibbs in the #18
lead the way to the green flag. The
lead pair would make it a lap and a
half before the caution would fly as
Gibbs' car would be damaged and
not be able to return. The familiar
colors of Ryan Millington in the #76
and the #9 of Charlie Watson would
lead the field back to green. The
pair would have a great battle at
the front swapping the lead several
times until Millington would make
the final pass and hold off Watson
for the win. Watson would hang on
for 2nd. Beane would battle back
and chase down the lead duo but
would have to settle for 3rd as time
ran out. Jake Crum would make the
best out of an opportunity to race in
Andrew Garcia's #12 and bring it
home in 4th. Rounding out the top
five would be Findley who would
rebound and finish 5th after being
involved in an early race incident
and find himself on top of another
car.

Closing out the night event's
would be the Covington Dental
Smash & Crash series for 10 laps
of chaos and mayhem. The green
flag would fly for the obligatory 4
wide standing start with tires spin-

ning and smoke rolling. Once again
minivans, sedans, subcompacts,
and a limo would duke it out in the
no holds barred contest where the
only thing missing was the masked
man from parts unknown. As the
cars spun, debris flew, and the
smoke rolled the checkered flag
would fly and find Matt Fox in the
#3 as the first to make it to the
checkered flag after 10 punishing
laps.

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series will take a break from
action next week but the historic
3/8 mile short track won't be silent
as the Sundown Audio Competition
returns on Saturday. 

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series returns to action in two
weeks with more great racing ac-
tion brought to you by our friends at
Cosmo Motors.

For more information check us
out at www.hickorymotorspeed-
way.com, FB, Twitter, and Insta-
gram.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - For the

seventh time this season rain
forced the cancellation of NASCAR
stock car racing at Grandview
Speedway on Saturday night. The
WNPV Radio sponsored night, in-
cluding TP Trailers 358 Modifieds,
BRC Late Models and Sportsman
stock cars, will be rescheduled.

Coming up next Saturday, Au-
gust 19th, is Hatfield Quality Meats
Night. Four divisions of racing com-
petition are featured for the same
regular low adult admission price of
$15 while youngsters 11 and under
are admitted free. Included in the
exciting night of NASCAR stock car
racing and more will be the TP
Trailers 358 Modifieds, BRC Late
Models and Sportsman stock cars
plus the Blast from the Past Vin-
tage racers. Spectator gates open
at 5:30 p.m. with racing set to start
at 7:30 p.m. And at 5 p.m. the very
popular Low Down and Dirty Meet
and Greet featuring racers and
their race cars on display in the
front gate area.

Just four Saturday night events
remain in the season point battles
for all three divisions and that in-
cludes August 19, 26th, September
2nd and Championship night on
September 9.

Three time NASCAR Cup Series
champion Tony Stewart will be
leading an impressive field of All
Star Circuit of Champions 410
Sprint Cars into action at Grand-
view on Thursday (August 17th)
along with Sportsman stock cars.
Racing starts at 7:30 p.m.

(Continued on next page…)
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Charlie Watson (9) and Ryan Millington (76) battled all night in the
Bojangles Late Models, with Watson winning the first twin 40 lap
feature and Millington winnin the second twin feature. (SHERRI
STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

Fans are re-
minded that advance
tickets for the $30,000
to win 47th Annual
Freedom 76 In Mem-
ory of Bruce Rogers,
set for September
16th, will be on sale for
$35 while on race day
they will be priced at
$40. Youngsters 6
through 11 pay $10
and under 6 are admit-
ted free.

Fans that would
like to sponsor a lap
for this very special

Freedom 76, remembering the late
Bruce Rogers, can do so at the
track for just $20. See Tina Rogers
or Tommy Kramer. Or lap money
may be mailed to Ernie Saxton,
1448 Hollywood Avenue, Lang-
horne, PA 19047. Make checks
payable to Grandview Speedway
and include what wording should
be included with the lap or laps pur-
chased.

Qualifying event sponsorships
are priced at $200 which includes
a ¼ page ad in the special event
program along with the lap spon-
sors. All sponsors will receive
recognition of the public address
system. For event sponsorship
arrangements please contact Ernie
Saxton at 215.752.7797 or esax-
ton144@aol.com.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Races

can change in an instant at Bow-
man Gray Stadium, and it may only
take a few laps to bring a driverʼs
night crashing down or his morale
soaring high.

Tim Brown of Tobaccoville
started off his night with high
hopes. After the top six qualifiers
redrew for position, Brown drew the
pole for his start with Jason Myers
of Walnut Cove on the outside.

The two battled fiercely for the
lead as the green flag fell in the
Bradʼs Golf Cars Modified Series
50-lapper. Myers was unable to
claim the lead with the initial drag
race into turn one and tried to
power ahead in the outside row.
Brown was able to keep him on the
outside, but a wreck on the first lap
brought out the caution. Myers was
slightly ahead of Brown at the time,
awarding him the lead even though
he was on the outside row.

With a string of cautions coming
early in the race, Brown had ample
opportunity to try and reclaim the
lead during a double-file restart.
For four straight restarts, Brown

took to the outside in an attempt to
overtake Jason Myers. Brown was
unable to do so, but his car looked
stout enough to pressure Myers
strongly.

On lap 13, Brown gave a strong
tap to the rear bumper of Myers,
causing Myers to lose control. Un-
fortunately, Tim Brown was caught
up as well and lost momentum.
Jonathan Brown of Winston-Salem
moved into the lead with Danny
Bohn of Huntersville right on his
tail.

Jonathan Brown and Bohn then
put on a show, trading the lead
back and forth until Bohn emerged
victorious. “I kinda messed up in
qualifying there and qualified 13th,
and I thought really the night was
over,” said Bohn.

“Got up to second there and me
and Jonathan had a real good race
together. I gave him a shot getting
into one there, but I wasnʼt trying to
spin him out,” said Bohn. “He slid
up the track. It was really a picture-
perfect crossover move. I didnʼt
spin him out, and he just slid up
enough for me to get underneath
him - and we drag raced down the
back stretch.”

Jonathan Brown was caught up
in a collision soon after, dropping
him back to 10th. Jason Myers
went on to take second.

After Bohnʼs rise from the back
to the front, it seemed fitting that
the “Madhouse Scramble” put
Jonathan Brown on the pole for the
start of the second race. And in
short order, Tim Brown was up on
his bumper and challenging for the
lead.

Tim Brown shot out into the lead

past Jonathan Brown on the sec-
ond restart and never looked back.
He went on to take the checkered –
although it was a bittersweet mo-
ment after his fate in the first Modi-
fied race. “Weʼve got to do
whatever we can to catch that 1 car
[of points lead Burt Myers]. Heʼs
bad fast. I just got to work harder.
The teamʼs got to work harder. We
got to do better,” said Brown.

In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, Zack Clifton of
Walkertown held off Derek Stoltz of
Walkertown to take the checkered
in the first race. John Holleman of
Winston-Salem battled forward to
win the second race.

Spencer Martin of Winston-
Salem won in the Q104.1 New
Country Street Stock Series, with
A.J. Sanders of Mocksville and
David Creed of Winston-Salem
each bringing home victory in the
Law Offices of John Barrow Sta-
dium Stock Series.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The Super

Late Models were competing in two
different championship races on
Saturday night at Selinsgrove
Speedway. Drivers were challeng-
ing for the Jeffʼs Auto Body and Re-
cycling Selinsgrove Speedway title
as well as continuing the charge for
the Moon Shine Camo Route 35
challenge series. Neither champi-
onship was separated by more 25
points in the top three spots going
into the night.

Bryan Bernheisel started from
the front row and although he was
challenged a few times throughout
the event, it was a second straight

victory for “Kid Lazer”. 
Moon Shine Camo Route 35

challenge series point leader Colby
Frye worked through lap traffic well
gaining a couple spots to second,
but never got in a position to chal-
lenge the race leader before a cau-
tion flag was thrown on lap 14. 

The restart allowed Bernheisel
to show some strength as he broke
away from second place Frye and
third place Chad Hollenbeck. 

The yellow flag was back out a
few laps later and this time Hollen-
beck was able to take second from
Frye. Bernheisel used that oppor-
tunity to pull away again.

The yellow was thrown for the
final time on lap 20. Hollenbeck
and Frye waged another battle for
the second spot, but Frye slid back
outside the top three. Bernheisel
had set sail to his second win in a
row in the 25-lap, $2,500-to-win
feature followed by Hollenbeck and
Dylan Yoder. Hayes Mattern and
Frye crossed the line fourth and
fifth.

Tony Adams recovered from an
early race accident to run sixth fol-
lowed by Steve Campbell, Meade
Hahn, Kenny Trevitz, and Dave
Stamm.

Heat races for the Late Models
were won by Bernheisel, Frye, and
Adams.

Eric Tomecek started from the
pole position and admitted that a
good starting spot in the Untied
Racing Clubʼs appearance at
Selinsgrove Speedway on Satur-
day played a part in a victory; how-
ever, it was not all an easy drive. A
tricky race track pushed Tomecek
to his limits as he raced the speed-
way and cut his way through lap
traffic for the $2,500 win.

The battling was behind Tome-
cek for the second and third spots.
Adam Carberry, Cody Keller, and
Curt Michael traded the second
spot at times over the 25-lap fea-
ture before Keller grabbed it for
good. Jason Shultz rounded out
the top three finishers from his 18th
starting spot. Michael and Carberry
were fourth and fifth.

Sixth through tenth in the finish-
ing order were Derek Locke, Larry
Kelleher, Davie Franek, Chad Lay-
ton, and Josh Weller.

Tomecek, Layton, and Nate Sny-
der won the heat races for the 360
Sprint Cars.

In an effort to take a big step to-
ward his first Selinsgrove Speed-
way championship, Tommy Slanker
was cautiously aggressive on Sat-
urday night. Slanker made the pass
of race leader Brandon Moser on
lap five.

(Continued on next page…)
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Danny Bohn smiles in Winnerʼs Circle after taking the checkered.
(ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



(Continued…)

Slanker led the
rest of the way to lock
down his sixth win of
the season. Moser,
Kyle Bachman, Dustin
Snook, and Shaun
Lawton were the top
five finishers. AJ Hoff-
man, Cory Long, John
Schoch, Johnny
Bouse, and Bill Con-
rad were the top ten
finishers.

Bachman and
Slanker crossed the
line first in heat races
on Saturday night.

Keith Bissinger led the early laps
of the Roadrunner feature event
before Ryan Zook made a late race
pass to win his first Roadrunner
feature at the track.

Zook had to maneuver around
some lap traffic before the check-
ered flag. Bissinger got close but
settled for a second place finish.
Brian Johnson closed out the
podium finishers. 

Bob Bussey and Will Brunson
were the top five.

Tom Underwood led the sixth
through tenth place finishers. Be-
hind Underwood were Chase Kap-
ner, Tom Brunson, Brian Mabus,
and Kyle Kissinger. 

Roadrunner heats were won by
Brian Johnson and Keith Bissinger.

Saturday nightʼs racing program
was sponsored by Selinsgrove
Ford. 

Next Saturday, Aug. 19, Selins-
grove Speedway will offer racing
from the 360 Sprint Cars, 305
Sprint Cars, Pro Stocks, and the
rescheduled Collier Paving and
Construction Roadrunner 20. The
Penn Mar Vintage Race Cars will
also be on hand. 

General Admission will be $12
and kids (12-17) $7. 11 and under
will be free for the show starting at
7:30.

For the latest news, results, and
race status, visit selinsgrovespeed-
way.com or follow us on Twitter and
Facebook. The speedway office
can also be reached at
570.374.2266.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with the Wild
Thing Karts Senior Outlaws joining
Staffordʼs NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series divisions as part
of CBYD 811 Night.  Before the rac-
ing hit the track, Stafford Speedway
honored the five winners of the

CBYD 811 Challenge with each
driver winning an $811 bonus from
CBYD.  The five winners were
Chase Dowling, Michael Bennett,
Bryan Narducci, Robert Bloxsom,
III, and George Bessette, Jr.  Tak-
ing down feature wins on the night
were Ted Christopher in the SK
Modified® feature, Glen Reen in
the Late Model feature, Marcello
Rufrano in the SK Light feature,
Bryan Narducci in the Limited Late
Model feature, Johnny Walker in
the DARE Stock feature, and
Christopher Buffone in the special
Wild Thing Karts Senior Outlaws
feature.  

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, the action at the front
was fast and furious as Tom Abele,
Jr. went by polesitter Glen Reen to
lead the first lap before giving way
to Rowan Pennink, who took the
lead on lap-2.  Mike Christopher, Jr.
was second behind Pennink with
Ted Christopher quickly moving up
to third.  Tommy Membrino, Jr.
spun in the middle of turns 3+4
brought the caution out with 5 laps
complete.

Pennink took the lead back
under green with Ted Christopher
taking second from Mike Christo-
pher, Jr.  Todd Owen was now up
to fourth with Keith Rocco in fifth.
Ted Christopher then pulled along-
side and took the lead from Pen-
nink on lap-9.  The caution came
back out with 10 laps complete as
Rocco spun in turn 2.

The restart saw Rocco, Stephen
Kopcik, and John Catania spin on
the backstretch to bring the caution
right back out before a lap couple
be completed.  Roccoʼs car was
double hooked off the track and he
was finished for the night.

Ted Christopher took the lead
back under green with Pennink all
over his back bumper.  Christopher
was able to get clear on lap-15 and
Todd Owen was now on the outside
of Pennink in a challenge for sec-
ond.  Pennink won that battle and
Owen was now side by side with
Christopher, Jr. for third with Matt
Galko and Chase Dowling side by
side for fifth.  At the halfway point,
Ted Christopher still had Pennink
glued to his back bumper with
Christopher, Jr., Owen, and Dowl-
ing lined up in third to fifth.  Tommy
Membrino came to a stop on the
backstretch to bring the caution out
with 25 laps  complete.  

Christopher took the lead back
under green and he held the lead
until lap-28 when Pennink went to
the front.  Christopher took the lead
back on lap-31 while behind them,
Christopher, Jr. was holding off
strong challenges from Owen and

Williams.  Owen and Williams
touched tires and got into the turn 4
wall to bring the caution out with 31
laps complete.

Back under green Christopher
and Pennink were swapping the
lead again with Christopher taking
the lead on the restart, but Pennink
went to the front on lap-33.  Pen-
nink held the lead for 2 laps before
Christopher went back to the front
on lap-36.  With the lead swapping
back and forth, Dowling was now
up to third with Christopher, Jr. in
fourth and Tyler Hines was up to
fifth.

Christopher was able to hold off
Pennink to the checkered flag to
pick up his fourth win of the 2017
season.  Pennink got loose in the
last corner and nearly lost second
to Dowling, but he was abel to beat
Dowling to the line by inches.
Christopher, Jr. finished fourth with
Hines rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Paul Arute took the lead at
the green with Josh Wood going
side by side with Rich Hammann
for second.  Wood got clear on lap-
2 and Glen Reen took third with
Tom Fearn taking fourth on lap-3 as
Hammann was sliding backwards.
Tyler Leary took fifth from Ham-
mann on lap-4 and Hammann was
able to get back in line in sixth, just
in front of Kevin Gambacorta. 

Reen got around Wood to move
into second on lap-5 and he
brought Fearn with him as Wood
fell back to fourth.  Michael Bennett
abruptly pulled off the track and
went to pit road under green on lap-
7 with his team going under the
hood.  Bennett rejoined the race
three laps down.  Arute was still in
command of the race with Reen
and Fearn bearing down on his
back bumper with 9 laps complete.

At the halfway point of the race
Arute was still out front with Reen
and Fearn behind him.  Leary was
fourth and Wood was fifth with
Gambacorta sixth.  Reen took the
lead from Arute on lap-18 and
Fearn followed him by as Arute
slotted into third.  

Once he took the lead, Reen
opened up a comfortable lead over
Fearn and he cruised to his second
win of the  2017 season.  Fearn fin-
ished second with Leary, Arute, and
Wood rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, several cars got out of
shape on the backstretch exiting
turn 2 on the very first lap to bring
the caution out.  Glenn Korner took
the lead on the start with Bob Char-
land holding off Todd Douillard for
second.  Cassandra Cole spun
coming out of turn 2 and Charland

ended up against the wall in turn 3
to bring the caution out with 2 laps
complete.

Korner took the lead back under
green with Douillard in second.
Marcello Rufrano was third with
Brett Gonyaw fourth and David
Arute in fifth.  Rufrano charged into
third, then second, and he took the
lead from Korner on lap-6.  Douil-
lard and Gonyaw were now side by
side for third behind Rufrano and
Korner with Dan Wesson and Arute
side by side for fifth.  Things then
settled down as Rufrano, Korner,
Gonyaw, Wesson, and Cory DiMat-
teo were in a single file line at the
halfway point with Arute and Douil-
lard side by side for sixth.  Wesson
went around in the middle of turns
1+2 to bring the caution out with 13
laps complete.

Rufrano took the lead on the
restart with Gonyaw taking sec-
ond.  Arute and Korner were side
by side for third with Douillard in
fifth.  Arute would get clear of Ko-
rner on lap-18 to move into third as
Rufrano was still in the lead with
Gonyaw in second.  Rufrano led
Gonyaw and Arute to the check-
ered flag to pick up his second win
of the 2017 season.  Korner fin-
ished fourth with DiMatteo rounding
out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, several cars got out
of shape at the start with Duane
Provost taking a trip through the in-
field and rejoining at the rear of the
field.  Tyler Trott had the early lead
and he led the first lap before the
caution came out for a spin by Gary
Patnode.

Trott got loose on the restart, al-
lowing Bryan Narducci to charge
into the lead.  Trott was second
with Alexandra Fearn third, Jeremy
Lavoie fourth and Al Saunders
fifth.  Alexandra Fearn moved into
second on lap-4 with Lavoie follow-
ing her by Trott as did Saunders
and Provost as Trott fell back to
eighth in the running order.  The
caution came out with 4 laps com-
plete as Trott and Ryan Fearn
came together and got into the turn
4 wall.

Saunders was beginning to turn
the fastest laps of the race now that
he was third and he took second
from Provost on lap-16 and began
to set his sights on Narducci, who
had a lead of just over 1 second
with 4 laps to go.  Saunders could-
nʼt catch Narducci as Narducci
picked up his second win of the
2017 season and first win since the
season opening NAPA Spring Siz-
zler feature event.  Provost finished
third with Lavoie and Bloxsom
rounding out the top-5.
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