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Canʼt
Touch
This

Martin Truex Jr. Dominates an
Emotional Coca-Cola 600



In spite of Martin
Truex Jr.ʼs dominating
performance Sunday
in the Coca-Cola 600,
there are a lot of statis-
tics to prove the qual-
ity of racing has
improved this year in
the NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series.

But most-com-
pelling evidence has
been found in the
garage area.

Thatʼs where bat-
tle-worn race

cars are parked after a
race, many with the scars
of side-by-side, nose-to-
tail racing; others with
fenders marked by unfor-
giving concrete walls and
tire marks.

New lower downforce
rules and a fresh wave of
intensity already has cre-
ated a lot of memorable finishes
year. And with more rules under
consideration, many believe com-
petition will only get better.

Three weeks ago at Dover, Del.,
Matt Kenseth, Kyle Larson and
Chase Elliott chased each other
during the final 30 laps, all three
fish-tailing through the corners. Al-
though Larson was able to get be-
side Kenseth several times in the
closing laps – and with Elliott get-
ting to their back bumpers –
Kenseth managed to win.

Larsonʼs car bounced off the
fourth turn wall on the final lap in a
final desperate attempt to catch the
2003 series champion.

Nobody had a better view than
Elliott.

“It was definitely wild from my
view,” Elliott said. “If the fans didnʼt
get what they wanted to see today
then they need to go do something
else. That was a heck of a race in
my opinion.”

The NASCAR control tower was
just as impressed.

“There were some fist-pumps,”
Sprint Cup Series managing direc-
tor Richard Buck said.

Two weeks ago, Larson won a
side-by-side duel with Elliott to win
one of the qualifying races for the
Sprint All-Star race at the Charlotte
Motor Speedway. They bumped
each other coming off Turn 4, their
cars sparking and smoking all the
way to the checkered flag.

Later that night, Joey Logano
eventually won a bumper-car
stretch drive with Larson in the final
two laps to win the $1 million all-

star race. It was the first time since
2009 there was a winning pass
made in the final eight laps.

Everyone agrees a collaboration
between the sanctioning body, race
teams and the Goodyear Tire and
Rubber co. has resulted in a rules
package thatʼs stripped cars of a lot
of their aerodynamic gadgets.
Without engineered traction, driv-
ers now play a greater role in a
carʼs success.

“We have a great community
that feeds a lot of information to
us,” Buck said. “We heard loudly

from the drivers. They
wanted to have more of an
impact. We worked on that
format. And we listened to
the fans.”

NASCAR reduced the
size of the rear spoiler and
the front bumper valance
to take away downforce.
Before the all-star race,
the sanctioning body also

eliminated the use of fans in the
wheels wells and further restricted
how much the rear axle can move
to take away even more traction.

Teams will use smaller rear
spoilers and front valances at Ken-
tucky and Michigan later this month
to take away even more down-
force.

According to Buck, NASCAR
has learned “simpler is better.”

Brad Keselowski, who finished
second to Logano in the all-star
race, is one of many whoʼs em-
braced the changes.

“I donʼt know how you can get
much more compelling racing than
what we saw [Saturday],” he said.
“I thought it was certainly key to
making the cars have more fall�off
and open up more passing oppor-
tunities, so yeah, 

“I think that was a pretty big pos-
itive for here.”

The focus from all sides has
been to reduce speeds in the mid-
dle of the corners. Instead of sim-
ply hanging on, drivers now have a
greater ability to make passes.

“Ultimately we can take more
chances when the speeds are
down and the person in front of us
is lifting off the throttle. It allows us
to carry it in there, similar to like I
did in Kansas,” Denny Hamlin said.
“It gave me the opportunity to make
a move. It may work, it may not. It
didnʼt in my case, but at least gave
me the chance to.

“I think itʼs kind of an effort to
make the racing better. I think any-
time you slow the speeds down,
racing will always be better. I look

forward to it.”
The season started with Hamlin

winning the closest finish – .010
seconds – at the Daytona 500.
That photo-finish margin was
matched three weeks later at
Phoenix by Kevin Harvick.

Eight of the first 13 regular sea-
son races have ended with a mar-
gin of victory of less than one
second. According to NASCAR, the
average margin of 1.007 seconds –
a number skewed by Truexʼs
2.572-second win at Charlotte – is
one of the closest since electronic

timing was introduced in 1993.
While official lead changes are

calculated only at the finish line,
there were 213 green-flag passes
around the entire race track earlier
this month at the Talladega Super-
speedway – the second most in a
race since 2005.

“Weʼre always pushing,” Buck
said. “We have the resources to
make it better. The product of that
is on the track. Itʼs very complex,
but the drivers like it.”
NASCAR finally has the stats – and
battered race cars – to prove it.
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More Competitive Racing

Welcome to 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 ASCS 17
NASCAR Sprint Cup 4 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt 18-19
NASCAR XFINITY 5 Circle of Champions 20
P.A.S.S. 7-8 Southern Super Series 21
ARCA Racing 10 OffTrack 22
OnTrack 11-12 ShortTrack 23-28
World of Outlaws 14-17 Drive for Diversity 29

ON THE COVER:
NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

Although Martin Truex Jr. dominated the Coca-Cola 600, the cars
of the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series are more competitive than ever.
(Brian Lawdermilk/Getty Images photo)



Your first love, first
rollercoaster ride, first
ice cream cone, first
car. Depending on the
individual, the list of
the most memorable
“first” is long and var-
ied. Without a doubt,
for any motorsports
competitor, that first
win will last forever.

On Sunday, May
29, 2016, two drivers
scored a huge “first” in
their racing career.

The 100th Indi-
anapolis 500 at the historic Indi-
anapolis Motor
Speedway was certain to
be one of the most cov-
eted victories for any of
the 33 drivers and teams
starting this event. And,
the drama that led to the
finish added even more
to the significance of the
traditional Memorial Day
weekend race.

Alexander Rossi used
fuel mileage and strategy to outlast
the outstanding Indy Car field to
post his first-ever victory. He be-
came only the third driver to win in
his very first attempt in the Indy
500. Stretching his last tank of fuel
90 miles, the 24-year old Auburn,
California driver earned this historic
victory. The Andretti/Herta Motor-
sports Team didnʼt have the fastest
or most dominant car in the race,
but outstanding strategy enabled
Rossi to literally coast across the
finish line first. In fact, his car had
to be towed to victory lane.

Rossi led only fourteen laps in
the Indy 500, all after leaders Car-
los Munoz and Josef Newgarden
pitted for fuel in the late stages.
Team co-owner Bryan Herta made
the call to gamble on fuel, and the
“underdog” team pulled off the im-
probable victory. Rossi started 11th
in the #98 NAPA Auto Parts spon-
sored entry.

The Indy 500 was only the sec-
ond oval race for Rossi in an Indy
car. He finished 14th earlier this
season at Phoenix. His best previ-
ous Indy Car finish was 10th at the
Indianapolis Grand Prix earlier in
May. Rossi finished 12th at the sea-
son-opening St. Petersburg race
for his previous best finish in his
first year of Indy Car competition.

Prior to this season, Rossi drove
five races for Manor Marussia in
Formula 1 in 2015. His best F1 fin-
ish was 12th at Austin (TX) last
year.

At the end of a week which fea-
tured concerts by Journey and
Blake Shelton, the 100th Indy 500
was run in front of the first sellout
of 350,000 fans in Indy history. In
fact, the track stopped selling in-
field tickets as well due to the over-
flow crowd.

Rossi, who ironically was in
Monaco for the F1 race last year on
Memorial Day weekend, was un-
sure of his future less than one
year ago.

“I had no idea Iʼd be in Indy Car,
and certainly had no idea Iʼd get the
opportunity to race in the Indy 500,”
Rossi commented.

Rossi will now be
the 70th different driver
to win the Indy 500 and
be the 103rd face on the
famed Borg-Warner Tro-
phy presented to the
winner of this historic
race each year. And, no
doubt, Alexander Rossi
will be the answer to a
great trivia question as
well.

The dominating victory by Mar-
tin Truex Jr. at Charlotte in the
Coca-Cola 600 was certainly a
memorable first too. Now, donʼt get
excited, I know that this was not
Truexʼs first NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series win, but it was his first Coke
600 victory as well as the most

dominating win in NASCAR history.
Yes, I know that drivers have led
every lap several times to win
NASCAR premiere series races,
but NONE in the fashion that Truex
and his Barney Vissor-owned Fur-
niture Row Racing Team did on
Sunday evening at Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

How dominating was Truexʼs
win? To start, Truex captured the
pole on Thursday evening, serving
notice to the 39 other competitors
that his #78 Toyota was on a mis-
sion. The 35-year old Mayetta, New
Jersey driver had been so very
close to victory this season only to
have a variety of circumstances
prevent him from receiving that first
checkered flag. Only a few inches
separated Truex from his first Day-
tona 500 win in February. Sunday
night, Truex and his team left no
doubt.

Leading an unbelievable 392 of
400 laps (588 of 600 miles), Truex
set an all-time NASCAR record for
laps led and miles led in a race. Of
course, the Coca-cola 600 is the
longest race in the NASCAR Sprint
Cup season, so his record may
stand for a long, long time.

The 2004 and 2005 Champion
of the XFINITY (Busch) Series,
Truex has won four times in the
Cup Series. His first Cup win came
at Dover (DE) in 2007, followed by

victories at Sonoma (CA) in ̓ 13 and
Pocono  last season. He has 382
Cup starts in his 13-year career.

When you think about the signif-
icance of both wins and the timing,
the thought of just how “special” the
meaning becomes. Memorial Day
weekend is the best motorsports
weekend of the year with Monaco,
Indy, and Charlotte. Indy and Char-
lotte have added importance be-
cause of their celebrations
honoring our servicemen and
women both past and present. The
pre-race show at Charlotte Motor
Speedway each year in May rates
as the premiere celebration of the
true meaning of Memorial Day.
Plus, each car in the Coke 600 had
the name of a fallen member of our
military at the top of the windshield.
Many of the fallen soldiers had per-
sonal ties to team owners, crew
members, or local families. Truly, a
very special way to honor the mem-
ory of these heroes and their serv-
ice for our country.

The 2016 Indy 500 and the
Coca-Cola 600 will be remembered
for different reasons. One for a
rookie driver winning in his first Indy
500 and the other for the most
dominating performance ever in a
NASCAR Sprint Cup race. Race
fans will tell the story of these two
races for many years to come. I
know I will. Congratulations Alexan-
der Rossi and Martin Truex Jr. for a
memorable Memorial Day week-
end.
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Martin Truex Jr., driver of the #78 Bass Pro Shops/Tracker Toyota, poses with the winner's decal after
winning the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway. (Todd War-
shaw/Getty Images photo)



By REID SPENCER
CONCORD, NC - The heart-

break kid survived 600 miles with-
out another broken heart.

Instead, Martin Truex Jr. broke
records in Sunday nightʼs victory in
the Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, a race in which
the driver of the No. 78 Furniture
Row Toyota set new standards for
domination.

Truex led 392 of 400 laps, most
ever in NASCARʼs longest Sprint
Cup Series race. He spent 588 of
600 miles at the front of the field,
most ever in a single race in
NASCAR history.

And when it was over, Truex had
his first victory of the season, the
fourth of his career and an all-but-
guaranteed berth in the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint Cup. Perhaps
more important, Truex erased a
litany of crushing disappointments
that continued into this season and
ruined potential winning efforts at
Texas, Kansas and Dover.

"Itʼs just kind of sinking in now
that we won the 600," Truex said in
Victory Lane. "Really proud of my
team – everybody that made this
possible, that believed in me, gave
me this opportunity. (crew chief)
Cole Pearn, Jazzy (team engineer
Jeff Curtis), my guys are something
special.

"I want to thank all of them. This
is a big day. Got the troops on the
cars (for Memorial Day recogni-
tion). This is a special weekend. Itʼs
really neat to bring that name (of
fallen hero Gunnery Sergeant Jef-
frey E. Bohr Jr.) home to Victory
Lane. Just a lot of emotion right
now. Not really sure itʼs sunk in yet.
Just an amazing day, an amazing
weekend for all of us. Itʼs a week-
end you dream about."

Truex finished 2.572 seconds
ahead of Kevin Harvick, whose car

tightened up during the final 56-lap
green-flag run. Jimmie Johnson ran
third and led the second-most laps
– five.

Denny Hamlin and Brad Ke-
selowski completed the top five, but
the night belonged to Truex.

When darkness fell, Harvickʼs
No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing
Chevrolet came to life, but the tight
handling condition that developed
over the final 80 miles prevented
him from taking the fight to Truex.

"Well, I saw him for about 50

miles or 75 miles," Harvick said.
"The rest of the night I never saw
him. I was back there swatting flies
in the middle of the pack. I didn't
have a lot of time to see the 78."

Johnson was pleased with the
speed in his own No. 48 Chevrolet,
but it was no match for Truexʼs
Camry.

"I kind of felt like he was playing
with us," Johnson said. "He was so
fast. I would flatfoot (Turns) 1 and
2, and have a nose on him, and he
would drive right back by me into
Turn 3. It was so fast. It was very
impressive. Iʼm happy for Martin.
That team and those guys worked
awfully hard to get where theyʼre
at."

But for the vagaries of green-flag
pit stop cycles, Truex was out front
for the entire race.

He led 336 of the first 344 laps,
surpassing the race and speedway
record of 335 set by 1967 Coke
600 winner Jim Paschal.

The average speed of the race,
160.644 mph, was a record for a
Coca-Cola 600 that went the full
distance, as was the duration of the
race, 3 hours, 44 minutes, 8 sec-
onds. Truex achieved a perfect
driver rating of 150.0, the first of his
career.

"I had confidence," Truex added.
"I had faith. I had confidence in my
team. Iʼve got a lot of great people
behind me. Sherry (Pollex, Truexʼs
girlfriend and an ovarian cancer
survivor), she gives me a lot of in-
spiration.

"And we keep on fighting. We
never give up. We never quit. We
always keep digging, and Iʼm proud
of my guys for sticking by me. They
all did a great job tonight. There are
so many fans that have supported
us the last few years with so many
heartbreaks. I really appreciate
that. I really had fun tonight."

Truexʼs Luck Turns with Dominating
Win in Coca-Cola 600

Teamwork is the key to the successful run in the Coca-Cola 600 for Martin Truex, Jr.. (Matt
Thacker/NKP photo)

Martin Truex, Jr. celebrates not only winning the Coca-Cola 600 for the first time, but he also set the
record for the most laps lead in any NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race. (Russell Labounty/NKP photo)
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By REID SPENCER
CONCORD, NC -

In an event that bore
notable similarities to
the NASCAR Sprint
All-Star Race a week
earlier, Denny Hamlin
won Saturdayʼs
Hisense 300 NASCAR
XFINITY Series race
at Charlotte Motor
Speedway with a pass

on the final lap.
Hamlinʼs fresh rubber trumped

the old tires of Kyle Larson and
Joey Logano, who restarted ahead
of Hamlin in overtime at the 1.5-
mile track.

In fact, Hamlin restarted sixth on
Lap 205 after coming to pit road for
four new tires under the eighth and
final caution of the race, brought
out when polesitter Erik Jones,
Hamlinʼs teammate, slammed the
outside wall and performed the
coup de grace on his already
wounded No. 20 Toyota.

"It was a second opportunity, ob-
viously," Hamlin said. "I was hoping
for that caution there at the end,
and we got it and we were able to
get four tires on this Hisense
Camry and took off. A little closer
than what I thought – I mean, we
were just really tight those last cou-
ple laps, but what a great day."

The victory was Hamlinʼs first of

the year in his only start so far, and
it was the fifth this season for the
No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota,
the first four coming with Kyle
Busch behind the wheel.

Logano surged ahead of Larson
at the restart, but Hamlin gained
huge momentum on his new tires
from the outside lane. With less
than a lap left, Hamlin got past
Logano and held on to win the race
by .291 seconds over Austin Dillon,
who edged Logano for second in
the final corner.

Dillon had opted for right-side
tires only on his final pit stop.

But for a timely caution, how-
ever, Hamlin would not have had
the opportunity to win the race. As
they had done a week earlier in the
All-Star race, Larson and Logano
swapped the lead, with Logano
powering past Larsonʼs No. 42
Chevrolet on lap 166 of a sched-
uled 200, and Larson regaining the
top spot with five laps left in regula-
tion.

But when Jones slammed into
the wall on Lap 199, Hamlin had
the chance to come to pit road for
tires under caution, while Larson
and Logano stayed out to preserve
their track position.

With just two cars up front on old
tires, as had been the case for the
final restart in the All-Star race,
Hamlin made short work of the cars

in front of him.
It was the third last-lap pass for

the win in the XFINITY Series this
season.

Hamlin and crew chief Chris
Gayle conferred before the final pit
stop and ultimately opted for the
fresh rubber.

"It was a collaborative call,"
Hamlin said. "He (Gayle) leaned to-
wards staying out, but I thought that
I could get around those guys in
just two laps even though we were
way faster on that last run. I
thought tires were the thing.

"I knew if I could start on the out-
side that I wanted new tires and it
just worked out on pit road where I
came out on the outside. It all
worked out and it was very exciting

in that last corner, a little more ex-
citing than what I expected."

Hamlin desperately needed the
final caution because his No. 18
team had drawn a penalty for an
uncontrolled tire on a pit stop under
yellow on Lap 160.

Hamlin restarted mid-pack in-
stead of at the rear of the field as
the violation requires, because ac-
cording to NASCAR, the cars at the
rear of the field failed to pass Ham-
linʼs No. 18 Camry before the green
flag waved on Lap 164.

Hamlin said he left a large buffer
for the laps-down car to pass him
before the restart, but that they de-
clined to do so.

By the time Jones hit the wall,
Hamlin had driven to third place,
trailing only Larson and Logano.

The similarities to the finish of
the All-Star Race were not lost on
Logano.

"I thought it was kind of sup-
posed to be like what the All-Star
Race was with old tires and new
tires, but the (my car) was the
fastest itʼs been all year," Logano
said. "We canʼt hold our heads
down about it. We had a car that
was capable of winning if circum-
stances went right. I felt like I was
going have a good restart next to
Kyle. 

"I felt my restarts were a little
better than his all day, and I
thought, ʻOK, if I can clear him,ʼ
which we did I was like, ʻAlright,
weʼve got a shot,ʼ but it was really
hard to hold off those four tires.
What a fun race. It got really excit-
ing there at the end. I got passed
on the top by Denny and then Kyle
just kept ripping up top and had a
big run into the corner, so it was fun
to watch that. I was hoping they
would get into each other, and I
would sneak one out."
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s Fresh Tires Propel
Hamlin to NASCAR

XFINITY Win in Charlotte

Hisense 300 winner Denny Hamlin takes a cool drink of Coca-Cola
in Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane Saturday afternoon,
(Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)

Denny Hamlin (18) battles with Joey Logano (22) for the lead. In the end, Hamlin won and Logano
came home third. (Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)





MIDLAND, NC -
Ryan Moore took ad-
vantage of a late race
restart over Trevor
Sanborn and led the
rest of the way to win
Friday nightʼs Old
Glory 125 at Concord
Speedway for the Pro
All Stars Series
(PASS) South Super
Late Models.  Mooreʼs
victory was his first

since taking the checkered flag at
Caraway Speedway nearly two
years ago.

“I just tried to run a smart race,
these things always some to come
down to a couple of restarts at the
end and I knew that, so I tried to
play it smart and it worked out,”
said Moore, driver of the RC Moore
Transportation #74.  “At Caraway
we had a bad race and honestly I
was kind of dejected and had
enough of it, but my dad, he never
gives up and we stuck with it and I
guess itʼs for times like these.”

In qualifying, Trevor Noles
claimed the Precision Built Spin-
dles Pole Award with a lap of
113.314 mile per hour around the
fast half-mile.  Noles would start on
the outside pole position after the
top 10 qualifiers redraw, while de-
fending PASS South Super Late
Model champion, Tate Fogleman,
would move to the pole.

At the start, Fogleman and
Noles would go back-and-forth for
the lead before Noles would as-
sume sole command on lap 11.
Several cars were on the move in
the early going, including Jeramie
Whorff, who started 19th and was
up to 10th by lap 26.  Another driver
with a strong start was Tanner
Berryhill, who started 14th and was
in the top five by lap 31.

The biggest incident of the night
occurred on lap 48 when Bradley
McCaskill checked up after contact
with Jake Crum, only to be spun by
Jeff Batten, who had no way to
avoid McCaskill as they entered
turn three.  McCaskill slammed
hard into the outside wall and was
eliminated from action.

On the restart, Clay Rogers was
able to move by Noles for the lead,
only to be overtaken by Noles 13
laps later.  At this point, one of the
fastest cars on the speedway ap-
peared to belong to Trevor San-
born.  Sanborn moved around
Rogers for second in the dogleg on
lap 88 and would then move past
Noles for the lead just six laps later.

With 19 laps to go, Caraway
winner Matt Craig came to a stop
on the front straightaway to bring
out the raceʼs fourth caution of the
night.  On the restart, Sanborn ap-
peared to spin his tires, allowing
Noles to retake the lead and Jared
Irvan to move from fourth to sec-

ond.  Irvan challenged Noles might-
ily for the lead before the caution
waved again for the stalled car of
Terry Horak with 15 laps to go.

On the ensuing restart, Irvan
made the move by Noles on the
outside of the dogleg for the lead,
but the two would make contact en-
tering turn three, sending both cars
up the track and Sanborn back into
the lead with Moore close behind.
The final caution of the night would
wave with 11 laps to go when
PASS South points lead Kodie
Conner spun in turn three.

Sanborn would once again spin
his tires on the restart allowing
Moore to move by and go on to be-
come the eighth different winner in
as many PASS South events at
Concord Speedway.  Sanborn held
on to finish second over Irvan,

Noles, and Crum.  Rounding out
the top 10 were Rogers, Trey Jar-
rell, Whorff, Ron Young, and Fogle-
man.

The PASS South Super Late
Models will be in action for 150 laps
next Saturday night, June 4 at
South Boston Speedway, along
with Twin 75s for the NASCAR Late
Model Stocks.  Be sure to “Like” the
Pro All Stars Series on Facebook
or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14.

Bobby Measmer, Jr.
Outlasts Foes For

Popular SMRS Mod
Win At Concord

MIDLAND, NC - Bobby Meas-
mer, Jr. grabbed the lead from  

(Continued Next Page)
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Ryan Moore Outduels
Competition For Old Glory

125 Win At Concord

Ryan Moore celebrates his first PASS South Super Late Model Se-
ries win in more than two years in victory lane at Concord Speed-
way. (lwpictures.com/PASS photo)



Continued…

Ryan Preece with less
than five laps to go
and held on to claim
his first career South-
ern Modified Racing
Series (SMRS) Pre-
sented By PASS win
in the Charles Kepley
Memorial 125 Friday
night at Concord
Speedway.  After
being mired by bad
luck, Measmer, a for-
mer track champion at
Concord, took his first
career Tour-type Mod-
ified win in front of an

excited group of hometown fans.
“To finish second to Ryan

Preece is an accomplishment, but
I saw he was tight from the center
off and I knew it was just a matter of
time before I could get him,” said
Measmer in victory lane.  “Weʼve
worked really hard, but I tell you, it
hasnʼt sunk in yet.”

Winston-Salem, NCʼs Brandon
Ward scorched the treacherous
speedway in qualifying with lap of
117.417 miles per hour to claim the
C&C Race Souvenirs Pole Award.
But, after the top six qualifies re-
draw, Ward would move back to the
sixth starting position, while Cale
Gale and James Civali would move
up to the front row.

Gale would lead the first six laps
before Civali would take a turn up
front.  Civali dominated the early
portions, while former two-time
North-South Shootout winner Burt
Myers was making his way through
the field. 

Myers started last after crashing
his primary car in qualifying, but
was up to 10th by lap 33 driving his
back-up machine.  The first caution
of the night would wave for debris
on lap 50.

On the restart, Preece applied
heavy pressure to Civali and would
take the lead on lap 54.  Civali
struggled mightily with the handling
on his machine and would eventu-
ally spin in the short chute with 50
laps to go.  Everyone, with the ex-
ception of Chase Hunt, would take
the opportunity to pit for new tires
and fuel.

Back under green, Hunt would
lead until being bypassed by Ward
on lap 76.  Ward too was struggling
with handling problems and would
be overtaken by Preece for the
lead in turn three with 35 laps to go.

The final caution of the night
would wave with 19 laps to go
when Hunt slammed hard into the
turn one wall.

Over the final few laps, Preece,

Measmer, Burt Myers, and John
Smith would battle hard for the
lead.  Measmer managed to wres-
tle the lead away from Preece with
less than five laps to go.  As Preece
and Myers battled for second, the
two made contact in turn three al-
lowing Measmer to pull away and
go on to a popular win at his home
track. 

Myers just beat out Preece at
the line for second, while Smith and
Jason Myers rounded out the top
five.  With his second place finish,
Burt Myers claimed the Jerry Hunt
Superstore Hard Charger Award.

The Southern Modified Racing
Series Presented By PASS will be
in action once again for 125 laps,
along with the PASS South Super
Late Models, on Friday, June 17 at
Anderson Motor Speedway.  Entry
forms will be available at Southern-
ModifiedRacingSeries,com.

Luce Outruns PASS
Super Late Models at

Thunder Road
BARRE, VT - Glen Luce of

Turner, Maine claimed an emo-
tional victory Sunday afternoon in
the Mekkelsen RV 150 for Pro All
Stars Series Super Late Models at
Thunder Road international Speed-
bowl in Barre, Vermont.

Luce, coming off his best-ever
season racing stock cars - a sea-
son that included a $31,000-plus
win in the 42nd Annual Oxford 250
last August - took the lead from and
then held off a longtime ACT Tour
rival, Wayne Helliwell, Jr., of Dover,
New Hampshire.

Helliwell, a multi-time ACT Late
Model Tour champion, chased
Luce under the checkered flag,
earning his runner-up finish the

hard way after starting dead last in
the quick Super Late Model field.
Travis Benjamin of Morrill, Maine
nailed down a third-place finish.

Benjamin led just about 100 laps
to open up the Super Late Model
race, yielding the frontrunning po-
sition to Jeremy Davis of Tamworth,
New Hampshire at that point.

For 20 laps Davis looked un-
stoppable, but under caution some-
thing went wrong under the hood of
the 09 and Davis was pushed to
the pit area, done for the day.

That handed the lead to Helli-
well, who had methodically worked
his way into contention after begin-
ning the race dead last on the start-
ing grid. 

On the ensuing restart Helliwell
appearaed to spin his tires, and
Glen Luce took command. Luce, a
former regular on the ACT Late
Model circuit, did not relinquish the
top spot for the remainder of the
event, earning his first touring se-
ries win of the 2016 season.

Luce, Helliwell and Benjamin
were joined in the top five rundown
by fourth-place Derek Ramstrom of
West Boylston, Massachusetts,
making his first-ever Thunder Road
appearance, and four-time PASS
North Super Late Model champion
Ben Rowe of Turner, Maine.

Rookie Derek Griffith of Hudson,
New Hamphire finished in sixth po-
sition. Six-time PASS SLM Cham-
pion Johnny Clark of Farmingdale,
Maine was seventh, followed by
2014 champ DJ Shaw of Center
Conway, New Hampshire, reigning
series titlist Mike Rowe of Turner,
MEaine and first-time PASS entrant
Scott Payea of Georgia, Vermont.

Andy Shaw of Conway, New
Hampshire cruised to victory in the
30-lap race for PASS Modifieds at
Thunder Road. Shaw, a five-time
champion of the open-wheel tour-
ing series, got by his hometown
rival, Mark Lundblad, Jr., for the
race lead, then held off Ben Tinker
of New Gloucester, Maine to post
the victory.

Shaw and Tinker were joined on
the podium by Ryan Robbins of
Dixfield, Maine who survived a late
skirmish with Lundblad to earn his
trophy. Mike Carignan of Lebanon,
Maine survivied multiple bouts with
the frontstretch wall to claim a
fourth-place finish, in front of Ron
Henry of New Gloucester, Maine.

Tyler Cahoon of St. Johnsbury,
Vermont won the 100-lap
Mekkelsen RV race for ACT Late
Models. Mark Barnier won a 30-lap
race for Tiger Sportsman competi-
tors. Richard Gravel took the top
spot in the Street Stock feature
race.

The next Pro All Stars Series
North Super Late Model event is
the Foley Oil 150, scheduled for
Saturday, June 11 at White Moun-
tain Motorsports Park in North
Woodstock, New Hampshire.

P.A
.S.
S.

Bobby Measmer climbs from his car in victory lane after winning
the PASS Southern Modified Racing Series at Concord. (lwpic-
tures.com/PASS photo)

Glen Luce stops to get the checkered flag to take a victory lap at
Thunder Road international Speedbowl after winning the Mekkelsen
RV 150 for the PASS North Super Late Models. (Norm Marx/PASS
photo)
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MILLVILLE, N.J. -
Parker Kligerman
checked off the perfect
scorecard Saturday
afternoon at New Jer-
sey Motorsports Park
(NJMP), capped off
with a big win in the
Twilight 150 presented
by Unique Pretzels.

Kligerman, in the
No. 22 Cunningham
Motorsports Dodge,
was fastest in both
practice sessions, won

the Menards Pole presented by
Ansell and earned his 10th career
ARCA Racing Series presented by
Menards victory, leading 56 of 67
laps en route to the winnerʼs circle.

“Iʼm on cloud nine,” Kligerman
said. “This has been a banner day
in my life and in my career. Itʼs
been such a long drought for
me…it feels so good to get back to
victory lane. I feel especially good
for Cunningham Motorsports. I
wouldnʼt be anywhere in this busi-
ness without the Cunningham or-
ganization. They believed in me
when no one else did. This winʼs for
them. I canʼt thank car owners
Kerry Scherer and Briggs Cunning-
ham enough for this opportunity."

It was the second consecutive
series win for the 22 car, and sec-
ond consecutive victory for the 22
at NJMP.

It was also Cunningham Motor-
sportsʼ 30th career ARCA Racing

Series victory overall. For Kliger-
man, it was a hometown win.

“I live three hours away…this is
my home track. I love this
place…love road course racing. I
made my first ARCA start here.
This truly is a wonderful day for me,
personally.”

Kligerman gave up the lead just
three times for 11 laps. Outside of
that, the Westport, Connecticut
driver was able to pull away as nec-
essary throughout the 150-mile
race before Tom Hessert took a run
at the eventual winner late in the
going. Hessert chopped two sec-
onds off Kligermanʼs four-second
lead, finishing second.

“Fortunately, we had a really
good race car,” Hessert said. “I felt
like we were running down Parker
on fresher tires…just ran out of
time. All in all, a really good day for
Venturini Motorsports. The team
has worked really hard over the last
two weeks…Iʼm just proud to bring
them home a good finish.”

Hessert battled back from a va-
riety of issues all day, including an
off-road excursion in practice that
set the team back. As a result, Hes-
sertʼs team missed the “in-line” time
for qualifying and had to start at the
rear of the field.

“This Venturini team battled hard
all day. We had a throttle issue
early on and then I ran us off track
in turn one in practice. We battled
hard for this one…Iʼm calling this a
great day.”

Dalton Sargeant finished third,
fighting hard for every inch in his
ARCA road course debut. Sargeant
drove his car up to second inside of
10 laps remaining, but fell back to
third in the end.

Sargeant got off course early in
the race, and had to battle back
from a lap down.

“I burned my stuff up so bad get-
ting back to the front. I feel like we
fell off a ledge late in the
going…slipping and sliding all over
the place. If we could have gotten a
late-race caution to let everything
cool back, we might have been
able to take a better run at it. Iʼm
thankful…every week it gets better
and better. It was a great day for
Venturini Motorsports.”

Chase Briscoe finished fourth in
his ARCA road course debut. David
Levine, making his first ARCA start
of the season, finished fifth.

Rookie Christopher Bell was in

contention to challenge for the win
late in the going before he got off-
track on the final restart. Bell was
running second when he and Josh
Williams made contact in turn one.
Williams motored on while Bell
spun off course. Bell was able to
get going again, but not before los-
ing several positions.

Williams, who led one lap, hung
on to finish sixth, Kyle Weatherman
finished seventh,  Matt Kurzejew-
ski, after leading three laps, fin-
ished eighth. Steve Minghenelli
finished ninth  and Bell battled back
to finish 10th.

Four cautions for 24 laps slowed
the average speed of the race to
72.261 mph. The race took two
hours and five minutes to complete.

The ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards travels next to
Pocono Raceway for the General
Tire #AnywhereIsPossible 200 Fri-
day, June 3, live on FS1.

AR
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g All Parker Kligerman at New
Jersey Motorsports Park

Parker Kligerman does some celebratory burnouts at New Jersey
Motorsports Park after racing his way from the pole to victory
lane. (arcaracing.com photo)



Pocono Raceway
HARRISBURG,

PA -  House of Repre-
sentativesʼ Motor-
sports Caucus
Co-Chairmen Reps.
John Payne (R-
Dauphin) and Pat
Harkins (D-Erie) invite
Pennsylvania families
and racing enthusiasts
to attend the annual
NASCAR Hauler
Open House and Pa-
rade in Harrisburg on
Thursday, June 2,
starting at 10 a.m. 

Each year, the
Motorsports Caucus

works together with Pocono Race-
way, Triad Strategies and the City
of Harrisburg to bring this event to
the capital city as a way to recog-
nize the racing industry and the
economic impact it has on the
Commonwealth. 

“Pennsylvania is home to a huge
NASCAR fan base and two Sprint
Cup Series races. The Common-
wealth also has benefited econom-
ically from investments made by
corporate sponsors,” Payne said.
“We had great turnouts for the
hauler parade in the past and I
hope this year will be no different,
as we celebrate the motorsports in-
dustryʼs considerable impact on
Pennsylvania.” 

The free event will begin with an
open house at the Pennsylvania
Farm Show Complex at 10 a.m.,
where fans will have the opportu-
nity to walk through the trucks, take
photos and interact with the hauler
drivers. Prior to the parade, mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania Motor-
sports Caucus will join Brandon
Igdalsky, president and CEO of
Pocono Raceway, to recognize Mo-
torsports Day and NASCAR Fan
Appreciation Day. 

The parade will start at 11:30
a.m. from the Farm Show Com-
plex. The route will include Com-
monwealth Avenue, Walnut Street
and Third Street. Police will have
the streets blocked off for fans to
line up for the parade. The parade
will roll by the back of the State
Capitol Complex and on to Pocono
Raceway, where the Axalta “We
Paint Winners” 400 will be held
June 3-5. 

“I am excited and enthused to be
involved in the NASCAR Hauler
Parade,” Harkins said. “The race is
being held at a great entertainment
venue and will have a significant
economic impact on the state.”

Pocono Raceway will host
seven national motorsports events
during the 2016 racing season, in-

cluding the Pocono Green 250
NASCAR XFINITY Series race for
the first time on June 4. The Axalta
“We Paint Winners” 400 NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series (NSCS) race is
set for June 5, the Pennsylvania
400 NSCS race on July 31 and the
ABC Supply 500 Verizon IndyCar
Series race on August 21. The
Pocono Mountains 150 NASCAR
Camping World Truck race is
scheduled for July 30 and two
ARCA Series Presented by
Menards races with a 200-mile
event on June 3 and the ModSpace
150 on July 29 offered as well.

Tickets for all races are now on
sale at poconoraceway.com or by
calling 1-800-RACEWAY.

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - Fans can win

special prizes through the newly
launched digital #MISfan Rewards
program during the trackʼs Fire-
Keepers Casino 400 weekend,
June 10-12, and Pure Michigan
400 weekend, August 26-28.

The #MISfan Rewards station
will be located at the speedwayʼs
Digital Drop In inside the Welcome
Center in the New Holland Fan
Plaza. A rewards station will also be
at Faster Horses Festival, the
trackʼs three-day country music
fest, July 15-17.

Fans can enter #MISfan Re-
wards three ways:

1.  Online at www.MISfanRe-
wards.com

2.  Through the speedwayʼs mo-
bile app, Discover MIS, which can
be downloaded for free on Google
and iTunes

3.  In person at the #MISfan Re-
wards station at the Digital Drop In
inside the Welcome Center on
NASCAR race weekends and at
Faster Horses Festival

“Itʼs a priority for us to show our
guests how important they are to
us, and that we are evolving with
todayʼs guest expectations for a
digital platform that integrates our
app and our website into their ex-
perience while at the track,” Sam-
mie Lukaskiewicz, vice president of
Marketing and Communications for
MIS, said. “The Welcome Center
has always been a wonderful place
to educate our guests about MIS
and NASCAR. And now they can
immerse themselves into our digi-
tal and social presence with fun
prizes and interactions that they
can share.”   

After entering to win online or
through the app, a unique barcode
will be emailed to them that can be
scanned at the prizing station for a
chance to win. Then, when a race
fan arrives at the #MISfan Rewards

station during the June 10-12 and
August 26-28 NASCAR race week-
ends or July 15-17 at Faster
Horses Festival, they will meet a
brand ambassador with their bar-
code, which can be scanned for
prizes.  

Among prizes available include
MIS branded:

•  T-shirts
•  Keychains
•  Lanyards
•  Sunglasses
•  Earplugs
•  And more
At the prizing booth, staffed by

members of the trackʼs Youth Fan
Advisory Board and Fan Advisory
Board, guests can also take green
screen photographs and share
them with their friends socially
using the hashtag #MISfan. 

The Digital Drop In at the Wel-
come Center is equipped with free
Wi-Fi and guests can stay and
charge their cell phones for free. 

The new #MISfan Rewards op-
portunity complements the trackʼs
Fan Appreciation and Golden
Ticket program, where guests enter
to win prizes and experiences. 

Fans can stay connected with
Michigan International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Snapchat, Pinterest and more for
all the latest social posts all season
long. 

Nestled in the lush Irish Hills of
Southeastern Michigan, Michigan
International Speedway is
NASCARʼs fastest racetrack. It has
been the love of NASCAR racing
and the thrill of a great time for race
fans and drivers alike for nearly 50
years.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Dale Earn-

hardt, Jr., who refers to Talladega
Superspeedway as a “second
home”, has been named the first
driver to take part in the trackʼs Pre-
Race Fan Question & Answer Ses-
sion at the start-finish line on
Sunday, Oct. 23, prior to the start of
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Al-
abama 500, the Round of 12 elimi-
nation race in the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup.

Race fans will get to ask
NASCARʼS Most Popular Driver
and six-time Talladega Super-
speedway winner questions in ad-
vance of the most anticipated race
of the season in which the remain-
ing 12 drivers eligible
for the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup
will be trimmed to
eight at the check-
ered flag. A Motor
Racing Network

(MRN) personality will conduct the
Fan Q&A.

“Some places you feel almost
like you're at home, and this is one
of ʻem," says Earnhardt, Jr. of the
mammoth 2.66-mile Talladega Su-
perspeedway, where he became
the only driver in the trackʼs history
to win four consecutive races from
2001-03.

Fans that purchase Talladegaʼs
“Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade” for
$75, along with a Sunday admis-
sion ticket, will have access to this
special Fan Q&A session, which is
tentatively scheduled from 9:30-
10:45 am CDT, as well as many
other exciting activities as a part of
race day at Talladega.

Looking to add to the Earnhardt
legacy (Dale Earnhardt, Sr. won a
record 10 NSCS races at TSS),
Earnhardt, Jr., hopes to move into
sole possession of second place
(currently tied with Jeff Gordon)
and a step closer to his father on
the all-time Talladega win list with
his seventh triumph.

“Weʼve had a lot of supporters
(at Talladega) because of dadʼs
success,” said Earnhardt, Jr. who
was runner-up in last fallʼs Alabama
500, and was the winner of the
2015 GEICO 500. “He won so
many races at Talladega, and I
think about all those races. When
we go to Victory Lane at Talladega,
I feel like I just add to his legacy. All
I ever wanted to do was make him
proud, and I feel like when we win
at those tracks that he was so suc-
cessful at, thatʼs exactly what weʼre
doing.”

The “Pre-Race Pit Pass Up-
grade” includes several opportuni-
ties for up-close access on race
day:

• Hear first-hand how drivers
plan to tackle NASCAR's most
competitive track during the driver
Q&A session which is conducted
by some of the biggest personali-
ties in NASCAR

• Experience Talladega Super-
speedway from a crew member's
perspective by walking up and
down pit road where the cars will
be placed in position to start the
race, and have the opportunity to
see the crews set up each pit stall

• Watch NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series drivers, crew chiefs, team
owners, celebrities, and NASCAR
officials walk the Red Carpet to the 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

mandated Drivers
Meeting, where race
procedures and proto-
col will be explained

• Get up close and
personal with
NASCAR's warriors
during Driver Introduc-
tions at the start-finish
line where special
guests, including the
raceʼs Honorary
Starter and Grand
Marshal, will be on
hand

• Additional driv-
ers/personalities

for the Fan Q&A will be announced
in the future

*Driver availability for the TSS
Fan Pre-Race Question & Answer
session is subject to change and
without notice. Neither NASCAR
nor any of its affiliates are respon-
sible for this event*

The “Pre-Race Pit Pass Up-
grade” will be in effect on Sunday,
Oct. 23, from 8 a.m. until the con-
clusion of Driver Introductions. The
Alabama 500 gets underway at 1
p.m. CDT. To purchase, simply visit
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
or call 1-877-Go2-DEGA.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - TekTailor, Inc.

publicly launched its new brand
“Sonoma-USA” during a press con-
ference at Sonoma Raceway
today, announcing a unique new
partnership that will create one-of-
a-kind, locally-made products from
materials used at the raceway.
Sonoma-USA also unveiled a Kick-
starter campaign with the goal of in-
troducing its mission and products
to a broader audience.

Sonoma-USA offers unique and
purposeful products made locally in
Santa Rosa with materials di-
verted from the landfill. In an effort
to become a model in sustainable
textile and apparel manufacturing,
Sonoma-USA teams up with local
businesses, including Sonoma
Raceway, to ensure that materials
like used banners and other scrap
or overstock fabrics are reused and
upcycled into new products.

“Itʼs time to change the way we
look at waste and all the stuff we
throw away. In the United States
we produce about 260 million tons
of trash every year. Many of the
materials that end up in the landfill
will sit there forever since most
plastic or vinyl based products
donʼt biodegrade for thousands of
years, but they are perfectly fine
materials that deserve another life-

time. We have to push for change
on a large scale to create aware-
ness, to make a significant impact
and change behaviors along the
way," says Sonoma-USA Founder
and CEO Steffen Kuehr. 

This new collaboration ensures
that materials that would usually be
thrown away will be used consci-
entiously. Sonoma-USA will pick up
materials from Sonoma Raceway,
including outdated banners and
signage, and turn them into unique
and well-designed new products at
their sewing facility in Santa Rosa.
Consumers will have a chance to
own a unique piece of Sonoma
Raceway eternalized in a wide se-
lection of fun and stylish products
like duffel bags, tote bags or laptop
and tablet sleeves.

The partnership dovetails with
Sonoma Racewayʼs larger sustain-
ability efforts, which includes a
comprehensive recycling program,
1,652-panel solar installation,
Sonoma Raceway Garden, 3,000
sheep that live on property to main-
tain grasses and fire lanes, and
many more initiatives. 

To further give back to the com-
munity, a percentage from every
product sold will be donated to local
charities. For the partnership with
Sonoma Raceway, a percentage of
sales will go to the Sonoma chapter
of Speedway Childrenʼs Charities,
the racewayʼs charitable arm.

Sonoma-USA has launched a
30-day Kickstarter campaign at
www.sonoma-usa.com/kickstarter.
The funds raised will help to roll out
production on a larger scale and
help hire more local talent to grow
the design and marketing team.

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - Michigan In-

ternational Speedway announced
on Wednesday plans to build two
new restrooms in the infield, along
with the completion of updates to
the infield draining system to be
ready for guests beginning in 2017. 

“The guests in the infield are the
most avid fans in all of sports,”
track President Roger Curtis said.
“There is something special about
the infield, and the NASCAR fans
who camp in the infield needs to be
taken care of because they are
truly special.” 

The improvements have begun
with architectural renderings pre-
sented to the track for approval.
Three of the restroom facilities in
the infield will be torn down and
completely replaced by two larger
restrooms in turns two and three,
similar to the bathroom facility in
the center of the infield built in
2013. 

The improvements donʼt stop
there. NASCARʼs fastest track is
improving the drainage system
throughout the MISCamping.com
Infield. The track will install 70, 18-
inch catch basins with grates to
help with water drainage. The catch
basins will be attached by more
than 8,000 linear feet of sock tile. 

And new this year, guests can
start camping in the infield on Mon-
day of race week. Infield guests
should enter the infield through the
M-50 crossover and can begin set-
up for the weekend of a lifetime at
6 p.m. Monday of race week. 

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - The first

NASCAR XFINITY Series race at ,
the Pocono Green 250, will high-
light sustainability initiatives at the
track and the work of its partners.

Pocono Racewayʼs President
and CEO Brandon Igdalsky, a
board member of the Green Sports
Alliance and winner of local, re-
gional and national awards for his
sustainability work, made the an-
nouncement.

The Pocono Green 250 is set for
Saturday, June 4 at 1 p.m. ET on
FOX.

Pocono Raceway features a
three megawatt solar farm that
powers not only the facility but the
local community as well. Pocono
Raceway was the first facility to rely
100 percent on solar power gener-
ated onsite with the opening of the
25-acre Solar Farm across the
street from the raceway in 2010.

Pocono Raceway recently
launched a partnership with Penn
State University with an aggressive
and ambitious goal to make the
raceway a “near zero waste” facil-
ity. New food and beverage
provider Spectra and Pocono
Raceway are working with “Rock &
Wrap It Up” on a food donation pro-
gram to support local charities and
food banks.

A pilot program will begin this
weekend with a local composting
facility in an effort to divert even
more bio waste from landfills.

Coca-Cola and Anheuser-Busch
have contributed recycling bins to
the track in efforts to reduce the
amount of recyclable items being
thrown in the trash.

Pocono Raceway also works
hand-in-hand with NASCAR
Green. Partnering with the Arbor
Day Foundation, the raceway has
planted more than 8,500 trees,
8,000 of those as part of the
NASCAR Clean Air Tree Planting
Program which has planted enough
trees to offset all national series
NASCAR racing for the next 40

years.
For the past five years,

NASCAR has relied on Sunoco
E15 fuel for its three national tour-
ing systems, a blend that is a 15
percent ethanol using American-
made ethanol from corn grown by
American Farmers.

Sunoco Green E15 is blended at
Sunocoʼs fuel facility in Marcus
Hook, Pa., and has reduced green-
house gas emissions in the sport
by 20 percent.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway will honor a hero during
its July NASCAR Race, CEO &
President Brandon Igdalsky an-
nounced today. The six-week com-
petition will culminate with a $5,000
prize being presented to the cho-
sen hero at pre-race driver intro-
ductions on Sunday, July 31.

Submissions are now being ac-
cepted to nominate a hero and fans
will have a say in who is honored
as the winner.

All fans are eligible to nominate
who they believe is a hero, whether
it be a volunteer, active community
service member, someone who
has overcome hardship or some-
one you think is deserving.

Top consideration will be given
to those heroes who are aligned
with Pocono Racewayʼs core val-
ues of Integrity, Respect, Service,
Sustainability, Growth and Com-
munity.

“This is a chance for us to rec-
ognize someone with values that
are similar to ours,” said Igdalsky.
“There are a tremendous amount
of folks who are doing amazing
things and we want to reward
therm.”

On-line nominations will be ac-
cepted until July 5, 2016 at
www.poconoraceway.com/hero.ht
ml. There is a 500-word limit for
nominations. Members of the
Pocono Fan Council, with input
from Pocono Raceway, will select
three finalists who will be invited to
ʻThe Tricky Triangleʼ July 30-31 for
the Pennsylvania 400. Fans will
then have the chance to vote for
who they believe should be the
winner during an on-line voting pe-
riod. 

The three finalists will be invited
to Pocono Raceway and be fea-
tured at the track on Saturday. The
winner will be announced on Satur-
day and presented a $5,000 check
during driver introductions on Sun-
day.

The selected Hero will then par-
ticipate in a full slate of activities
prior to and during the Pennsylva-
nia 400.
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CONCORD, NC -
A caution with six-laps
remaining helped pro-
pel 2016 Kevin Gob-
recht Rookie of the
Year contender Greg
Wilson to his second
career World of Out-
laws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series vic-
tory in the Circle
K/NOS Energy Drink
Outlaw Showdown at
The Dirt Track at
Charlotte on Friday

night. 
Wilson, who won his first World

of Outlaws race at the 4-Crown Na-
tionals at Eldora Speedway in
2015, led just one lap of the 30-lap
feature, after he passed race
leader Shane Stewart on the final
lap to capture the checkered flag. 

"I've never dreamt in my wildest
dreams that I would ever get this
opportunity," Wilson said. "I have
been blessed to run with the World
of Outlaws this year. To do this in
Charlotte, in front of all these fans,
this is badass and that's all there is
to it!" 

Stewart, who led a race-high 25
laps, settled for a runner-up finish
after he easily controlled the top
spot for much of the feature. 

"Greg [Wilson] is new to the Out-
law deal and it's always cool to see
someone get their first Outlaw win -
I'm not sure if he's won an Outlaw
race before or not," Stewart said.
"We hated to lose a race like that,
but hats off to Greg." 

Earlier in the night, Stewart, in
the No. 2 American Born Moon-
shine/Eneos Oil car, captured his
first quick-time of the 2016 season
when he clocked in at 13.913 sec-
onds. In his heat race, Stewart fin-
ished second to Wilson, which
created a preview for the feature
later in the night. 

Both drivers earned positions in
the six-lap dash, but an unfortunate
invert draw of six sent Wilson to the
rear and placed Paul McMahan on
the pole. 

McMahan did not hold the top
spot in the dash once the green
flag dropped, as Daryn Pittman,
who started in the fourth position,
rocketed to the front of the field.
Pittman, the most recent winner on
the World of Outlaws tour at New
Egypt Speedway on Tuesday night,
claimed the dash victory which
placed him on the pole position for
the feature. 

Even though Pittman started on

the pole-position, he never led a lap
as second-place starter Cole Dun-
can, in the Helms
Construction/Motor City Auto
Transport No. 22, took the lead
when the green flag fell. 

Duncan, a Lockbourne, Ohio -
native, controlled the top spot for
the opening four laps until Stewart,
who started in the fourth position,
utilized the outside line to build up
enough momentum to capture the
lead on lap five. 

Stewart opened up a sizeable
lead early in the race, and held off
challenges on a mid-race caution
on lap 12. Stewart appeared to be
cruising to his third victory in 2016,
but a caution with six laps left cre-
ated late-race drama. 

The Hercules Tire/Ohio Logistics
No. W20 driven by Wilson restarted
in the third position behind Duncan
and Stewart. The top three re-
mained glued nose-to-tail with little
room separating the three drivers
from the top spot. 

Wilson, who found grip on the
bottom of the track, powered
around Duncan for second and set
his sights on the leader with just a
few laps remaining. When the white
flag was displayed, Wilson had
Stewart firmly in his crosshairs for
a race-winning pass. 

Exiting turn two, Wilson acceler-
ated in front of Stewart and cap-
tured the lead with only two turns to
go in the feature. Wilson held off
Stewart and claimed his first check-
ered flag of his rookie campaign in
2016. 

"It's a little surreal right at the
moment...I'm just in shock," An
emotional Wilson said. "I am racing
with the best sprint car drivers in
the world, night-in and night-out.
We missed that show in New Egypt
and looked like maybe we shouldn't
even be out here, and then we
turned it around tonight. 

"That's dedicated work by our
team and all of the people that are
a part of this. I am truly grateful.
Once again, if you're not a Wilson
fan, thank you for spending your
hard-earned money to be here
tonight." 

Even though Stewart was hop-
ing for a win, a second-place finish
was well deserved after a rough
stretch of races through Indiana
and Pennsylvania, in which the
driver wrecked his primary car and
only scored two top-tens in four
races. 

"It was good to have Justin
[Marks] and Kyle [Larson] in the

house, and to have a good finish
for them," Stewart added. "There's
a lot of Eneos Oil people back at
the trailer too, so just a good solid
finish for everybody at Larson
Marks Racing. I love all these fans
- it's always a joy to come here to
Charlotte." 

Completing an Ohioan domina-
tion of the podium, Duncan secured
the third-place finish after leading
laps early. 

"We're just proud to be here, and
thanks to all the fans for coming
out," Duncan said. "We rolled
across the scales with a flat tire - it
was starting to go there at the end.
It might've cost us one but I am
happy for Greg, if anybody de-
serves to win one, it's him. 

"We've been fast all year but just
can't seem to find victory lane yet,
but they got to be coming. We are
pretty consistent and we keep put-
ting the time and effort in. We'll go
back to the drawing board, we don't
have to change much but just try to
figure out how to keep the tires on
there." 

Point's leader Brad Sweet fin-
ished in the 10th position, five posi-
tions behind Donny Schatz who is
now just 41 markers behind Sweet
for the top spot in the champi-
onship battle.

Pittman Rallies for
Fourth Consecutive
Win at New Egypt

NEW EGYPT, NJ - It wasn't
easy, but 2013 World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint Car Series
champion Daryn Pittman managed
to charge his way from the third
starting position to claim his fourth
Jersey Outlaw Classic win in-a-row
on Tuesday night at New Egypt
(N.J.) Speedway. 

Pittman, who won this event in

2013, '14 and '15, secured his
fourth win of the season and first
since USA Raceway in Tucson,
Ariz. on April 18. 

"I've been really frustrated with
myself with how many front-row
starts I've had this year and as few
wins," Pittman said. "I got up this
morning and thought 'Man, third is
where I want to start' - I just had
that feeling this morning that if I
start third I was going to win. 

"Things went our way and we
ended up starting third." 

Pittman had to work around
race-long leader Greg Hodnett,
who had dominated the feature and
the preliminary races up to that
point. 

"It was a little bit disappointing
seeing the late race caution," Hod-
nett said. "[Pittman] was definitely
better than us in traffic, and I was
kind of glued to the bottom in turn
one and two and he motored
around the top. 

"I didn't go up there until he
passed and then I realized there
was a whole other track to run on.
fWe kind of caught him again in
traffic and passed a couple lapped
cars, but we just needed to keep
running. He was definaetely the
faster car, we just needed him to
slow down a little bit through some
lapped traffic." 

At the start of the night, Hodnett,
in the Lelands.com/Eagle Steel No.
27, was the first car out for qualify-
ing and established the quickest
lap of the night at 13.926 seconds. 

Hodnett continued his early-
night dominance by leading every
lap of his heat race and advancing
to the dash. As if he needed it, Hod-
nett then received a lucky invert
draw of zero, keeping him on the
pole-position for the six-lap race. 

The Pennsylvania driver kept his 
(Continued Next Page)
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The Dirt Track at Charlotte

Greg Wilson raced his way to his second career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series win with his victory at The Dirt Track
at Charlotte. (www.twitter.com/WorldofOutlaws photo)
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clean sweep of the
events going by lead-
ing every lap and win-
ning the dash to place
himself on the pole for
the 30-lap feature. 

When the green
flag dropped, Hodnett
again appeared to be
the driver to beat, as
he easily controlled
the top spot and pulled
away from his compe-
tition to start the race. 

As the race
marched on, Pittman,
in the Great

Clips/Sage Fruit No. 9, had trouble
advancing from his third-starting
position. When the leaders hit
lapped traffic around lap 10,
Pittman began his charge. 

Pittman's first victim was sec-
ond-place starter Mark Smith in the
Mach 1 Chassis No. M1. Smith,
who was making his first start with
the Outlaws in 2016, fell to the third
position with points-leader Brad
Sweet close behind him. 

It wasn't long before Pittman
reeled in the leader and was chal-
lenging for the lead near the
halfway point in the race. With 14-

laps remaining, Pittman rocketed
around Hodnett for the lead. 

Pittman dictated the top spot for
the remainder of the race, as he
held off Hodnett and Smith on a
late-race caution with just four laps
left, to capture the checkered flag
at New Egypt for the fourth year in-
a-row. 

"We haven't been struggling by
any means, but we needed a win,"
Pittman said. "This really makes
me feel good, and makes them feel
good going back home to Charlotte
this week. We've had some pretty
bad finishes but hopefully this can
erase that and we can get on a bet-
ter streak of just running up front. 

"I felt like I was struggling [later
in the race]...Those last four laps, I
didn't feel like I made any of them
very good, so I wasn't breathing
good until I saw them throw the
checkered." 

Hodnett held onto the runner-
up position, as he finished in the
second position for the second time
in the four days after finishing be-
hind Lance Dewease at Williams
Grove Speedway on May, 20. 

"It might be an advantage to see
what I am doing...I think it's an ad-
vantage in one way, but for us to
have the lead and give it away, it's
very disappointing. We did the

same thing Friday [at Williams
Grove Speedway] to Lance
[Dewease]. 

In his first race with the Outlaws
in 2016, Smith showed speed all
night, as he qualified second, won
his heat race, finished second in
the dash and finished on the
podium in the feature. 

"I was hoping to come down
here and just get a top five, but we

got a top three and we're up here
on the podium." Smith said. "I kept
trying different lanes to try and
make some time up on Greg [Hod-
nett], then I heard somebody, that
ended up being Daryn. 

"He was a lot better than us and
drove by us. We were about the
same speed as Greg, but we just
couldn't go through lapped traffic
like Daryn could."
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M I D D L E -
BOURNE, WV - Hun-
dreds of fans scaled
the front-stretch fence
Sunday night at Tyler
County Speedway to
watch a grown man
cry. Tim Dohm could
not compose himself
after winning the Jack-
pot 100 finale and his
first World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late

Model Series feature. The Cross
Lanes, W.V.-native had his home-
town in attendance, and he felt sort
of like a hometown hero knocking
off the Outlaws.

“After last night, I thought we
threw it away [placing 23rd],” said
Dohm, his tears rinsing the dirt from
his face. “Man Iʼm so ticked... Iʼm
getting emotional. Iʼm telling you it
was tough. Once you get into
lapped cars and itʼs hard to see...
and everyone is so fast on this
racetrack.”

But Dohm was faster than the
24-car field. His No. 6T Melvinʼs
Automatic Transmission Service/

Gregʼs Tree Service Swartz ma-
chine started second, but that
lasted less than one lap into the A-
Main. Dohm overtook leader Frank
Heckenast Jr. for sole possession
of first place - where he stayed the
remainder of the 60 laps.

Shortly after Dohm took the
lead, three rows of cars behind him
paired-off, engaging in three sepa-
rate battles for track position. Chris
Ferguson overtook a fading Hecke-
nast for second and Devin Moran
passed last nightʼs runner-up Steve
Casebolt for third. More notably,
last nightʼs feature winner Josh
Richards traded paint with Brandon
Overton for sixth position.

Richards became the series all-
time leader in fast-time awards ear-
lier in the night. But Richards and
Overton got swept-up in turn one,
causing the raceʼs first caution on
lap 5 and Richardsʼ first stint of bad
luck during the weekend. Ferguson
later suffered a similar fate, blowing
a left rear tire off turn four which ul-
timately ended his night.

Shane Clanton, driving the No.
25 Weldbank Energy/ Cooper Meat

Packers Capital machine, utilized
the cautions to make it toward the
front from a 14th place starting po-
sition.

“I was biding my time, waiting
and waiting,” Clanton said. “I had
my move there. [Our crew] threw
the kitchen sink at them tonight.”

His pursuit was less than easy
however, as Morgan Bagleyʼs No
14m Gotta Race Apparel/ P-W
Sales Club 29 car also made its
way into a top three finish from the
middle of the pack (12th position).
With 27 laps to go, Bagley and
Clanton found themselves together
on a caution, and both drivers as-

cended to the top groove on the
restart, taking second and third re-
spectively.

With 24 laps remaining, the two
dueled - Bagley remaining high and
Clanton switching his line to the
lowest part of the track. The battle
lasted 14 laps, with Dohm opening-
up nearly a second-and-a-half lead.
With 10 laps remaining, Clanton
claimed the second spot in turn
one, wedging his car underneath
Bagleyʼs.

Neither driver had anything for
Dohm though as he crossed the
finish line with Clanton in second 

(Continued Next Page)

Daryn Pittman raced his way to victory lane at New Egypt  Speed-
way from a third starting spot. Pittman held off Greg Hodnett and
Mark Smith for the win. (Paul Arch photo)
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at Tyler County for
First-Ever Outlaws Win

Tim Dohm scored his first career World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series Win in front of a large crowd at Tyler County Speed-
way. (Paul Arch photo)
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and Bagley in third.
“We took a brand

new car out here, and
weʼve been just learn-
ing stuff,” said Bagley.
“Weʼre just going to
learn with it, get a
notebook built, and
weʼre inching forward
with it. Hopefully we
can build off this. I just
got a little loose at the
end and Shane got
around me.”

In victory lane,
Dohm climbed from
his car, sat on the door

panel for a second before he ad-
dressed the crowd. He took in the
atmosphere - between the confetti
and fans climbing on the fence just
to see a hometown guy get the win.

“I didnʼt see the white [flag], I
saw the checkered,” he said.
“Thereʼs no better place to get my
first Outlaws win than at Tyler
County Speedway.”

The World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model will take a brief
break in its schedule, traveling to
Weedsport Speedway (N.Y.) Tues-
day, June 21. The weekday war-
riors will then head to Lernerville
Speedway (Pa.) Thursday, June 23
for a three-day showing of the Fire-
cracker 100.

To learn more about the World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series visit WoOLMS.com. Follow
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series on Twitter at
Twitter.com/WoOLateModels, like it
on Facebook at Face-
book.com/WorldofOutlawsLate-
ModelSeries, or check out the
latest videos on YouTube at
Youtube.com/WorldofOutlaws.

Richards Relentless in
Tyler County

Speedway Win
MIDDLEBOURNE, WV - Josh

Richards dominates the first night
of The World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series Jackpot
100 at Tyler County Speedway in
Middlebourne, W.V. This is the
Shinnston ,W.V.-nativeʼs sixth win
in 2016, and it is not only his local
track, but also where he swept the
weekend just last season. 

“It is great [to come home],” said
Richards to a standing hometown
crowd. “Theyʼve done a great job
with this race track. You could race
all over it... Iʼve never seen that
track like this before. But, it was a
lot of fun. I want to thank all the
fans for coming out, and weʼll see

you tomorrow [for the finale].” 
With the victory, Richards be-

comes the first series driver to win
back-to-back races at the track
since Darrell Lanigan in 2012-13.
Not only that, Richards puts himself
in the position to sweep the week-
end - like he had done at this very
event last season and what he did
for a two-day event at Farmer City
Raceway (Ill.) in April. 

Richards and his No. 1 Valvo-
line/ Seubert Calf Ranches Rocket
machine were consistent all night,
winning the first heat race and leav-
ing as the fast timer by nearly
three-tenths of a second. Having
capitalized on his consistency
within the event, he adds to a year
of just the same. Richards has not
placed out of the top 10 in all 14
events in 2016. 

Richards led the 24-car field to
the green flag; he never looked
back. Richards held the lead for all
40 laps, first opening-up his lead by
nearly a two-second margin within
the first 20 laps. On the short 1/4-
mile oval, Richards used lapped
traffic on lap seven to create the
buffer, which comfortably followed
him into the second-half of the
race. 

That was the case until lap 22,
when a caution regrouped the field.
The caution gave Steve Casebolt
and his No. C9 Lias Tire/ Sudz Car
Wash Rocket car the opportunity to
challenge Richards from third
place. Casebolt started eighth in
feature. 

Richards recovered a two-sec-
ond margin over the field from a
quick restart. However, when
Casebolt made the move from the
top groove of turn two, he built up
enough momentum to make a run
at Richards. Casebolt cut the mar-
gin in half to just under one second,
but it was as close as he got to
chasing him down. 

“Weʼre happy to be here, happy
to get second,” said Casebolt, who
credits his tires for the strong per-
formance. “Weʼve been struggling,
and we know weʼre a better team
than what our performances have
been. I guess thatʼs what has kept
us going. We just kept trying.” 

In the final 17 laps, Richards
used the congestion on the track
again to open up a 1.671-second
lead. This time, Casebolt followed
suit, opening-up a 1.216-second
margin between he and Derek
Dollʼs No. 87 Racepartstrader.com
Rocket machine, which rounded-
out the podium. 

“Whatʼs crazy about it is I
shouldnʼt be disappointed [with the
finish] but I kind of do,” Doll said.
“Maybe making the mistake and
taking the bottom on the restart...
just wasnʼt sure what to do. You
have to be ready: Josh takes off on
those restarts and I was lagging
back a little I guess.” 

“This is a dream come true. We
run here almost locally every
week.” 

When the Richards and Case-
bolt began to separate themselves
from the field, Doll found himself
battling last nightʼs winner (Moler
Raceway Park) Shane Clanton.
Doll said when Clanton is usually in
the rear-view, he is lapping drivers.
But to be competing for position - it
was - pretty awesome.

Clantonʼs No. 25 Weldbank En-
ergy/ Coopers Meat
Packers Capital ma-
chine has run consis-
tently the past few
races, which has
been Clantonʼs goal
to recapture a series
championship. No-
tably, Clanton was
the only driver in the
top five who did not
have a Rocket chas-

sis - a brand that has been in the
Richards family since his father
opened the business in 1991. 

“Iʼm just happy to see these
[Rocket] guys up front, as much as
I am to be up here winning,”
Richards said.

Clanton Captures Win
No. 4 at Moler
Raceway Park

WILLIAMSBURG, OH - Shane
Clanton made his mark Friday night
as the first World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series to win a
series race at Moler Raceway Park
in Williamsburg, Ohio. This is Clan-
tonʼs fourth win of the season. 

“Iʼm glad we started up front and
got this win,” said Clanton, who
walked away with a $10,000 purse. 

Clantonʼs No. 25 Weldbank En-
ergy/ Coopers Meat Packers Capi-
tal machine beat runner-up Josh
Richards in the 50-lapper, while
Eddie Carrier Jr. rounded out the
podium. Richards' Valvoline/ Seu-
bert Calf Ranches Rocket car and
Carrierʼs Engines Inc. of Ohio /
Grover Motorsports Rocket car
separated the Top 3 from the rest
of the 24-car field. 

This win not only bettered Clan-
tonʼs standing in the 2016 statisti-
cal columns, but also in series
history. With career win No. 34,
Clanton is one win shy from tying
Rick Eckert for third all-time - the
same driver who challenged him
most of the night. 

Clanton, who also won his heat
race, led the pack to begin the race
with Eckert and Richards behind
him in rows two and four respec-
tively. It did not take long for Eck-
ertʼs No. 7 Monumental Paving &
Excavating/ P-J Contracting Co.
Longhorn car to challenge Clanton
for the lead-spot - within the first
lap. Richards lingered a few spots
back, battling local favorite Carrier. 

“This is my first time here, and
Iʼve seen video so I knew where-
abouts to be on the racetrack,” said
Clanton, who mainly used the bot-
tom groove early in the race. “But
this track is so wide.” 

Within the first lap Eckert moved 
(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 La
te

 M
od

el 
Se

rie
s

Josh Richards raced his way to a dominating performance in the
first night of action at Tyler County Speedway for the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Series. (Paul Arch photo)



CALIFORNIA, MO
- Score another one
for Jonathan Cornell,
as the driver of the
Kiowa Line
B u i l d e r s / S t a r l i n e
Brass No. 28 picked
up the win at the Dou-
ble X Speedway on
Sunday night in the
annual Tribute to

Jesse Hockett with the Speedway
Motors ASCS Warrior Region pre-
sented by Impact Signs, Awnings,
and Wraps.

Jumping to the lead on the start,
Cornell relinquished the top stop
working off turn four on the opening
lap to Cody Baker who pulled off a
textbook slide job. Caution working
Lap 3, the restart had Cornell all
over the back bumper of the No.
38. Looking at all avenues, the
chance to strike came on Lap 6 as
Cornell held the lead by a nose at
the line.

Working to traffic, Cornell kept
the field at bay as Wayne Johnson
moved to the runner-up spot and
began to close the gap. Caution
just past the race's half-way point,
Johnson lined up the No. 2c for the
shot at gold, but saw the car ball up
on the right front; giving Jonathan
plenty of breathing room.

Fending on the City Vending No.
2c on the races final restart with six
laps to run, Jonathan Cornell
picked up career win No. 27 with
the Speedway Motors ASCS War-
rior Region presented by Impact
Signs, Awnings, and Wraps.

Wayne Johnson held off Kyle
Bellm in the closing laps for sec-
ond. Randy Martin fought to fourth
with Cody Baker settling for the fifth
spot. Evan Martin was sixth with
Chris Morgan seventh. T.J. Muths
crossed eighth followed by Tyler
Blank from 17th. The top-ten
rounded out with Tyler Thomas.

The Tiger Towing High Point
Driver of the Night was Corey Nel-
son, who also took the challenge.
The No. 34 made it up to 13th.

Next of the Speedway Motors
ASCS Warrior Region presented
by Impact Signs, Awnings, and
Wraps will be the rescheduled Call-
away Raceway in Fulton, Mo. on
Friday, June 3.

For continued updates on the
Speedway Motors ASCS Warrior
Region presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

Hafertepe, Jr. Grabs
Lone Star Speedway
Glory with ASCS Gulf

South Region
KILGORE, TX - Taking full ad-

vantage of his front row starting
spot, Sam Hafertepe, Jr. picked up
his second ASCS sanctioned vic-
tory of the 2016 season; topping
the Griffith Truck and Equipment
ASCS Gulf South Region pre-
sented by Southern Trailer Works
at the Lone Star Speedway in Kil-
gore, Texas on Sunday night.

Taking off from the second start-
ing position, Hafertepe's eighth ca-

reer ASCS Gulf South score was
worth $3,000 in what was sched-
uled to be the final night of a three
day swing, but thanks to Mother
Nature, the Sunday spectacular
was the weekend's only show.

Chased to the line by seventh
starting, Johnny Herrera, the
night's podium was completed by
Channin Tankersley with Michael
Lang from 10th to fourth, followed
by Tommy Bryant from 13th to
complete the top-five,

Michael McNeil was sixth with
Zane Lawrence seventh. Jacob
Lucas from 11th crossed eighth
with Tucker Doughty and J.J. Sim-
mons making up the top-ten.

The Griffith Truck and Equip-
ment ASCS Gulf South Region pre-
sented by Southern Trailer Works
returns to the track with a two night
rematch with the Lucas Oil ASCS
Southern Outlaw Sprints at the
Golden Triangle Raceway Park in
Beaumont, Texas on Friday, June
10 followed by the Battleground
Speedway in Highlands, Texas on

Saturday, June 11.
For continued updates on the

Griffith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region presented by
Southern Trailer Works, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

Rains Continue To
Wreak Havoc On Gulf

South Weekend
TULSA, OK - That's two for

Mother Nature this weekend, as
continued wet conditions on Friday
with very little sun has made the
grounds of the half-mile impassa-
ble, forcing Lanny Edwards to call
off Saturday's showdown with the
Griffith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region presented by
Southern Trailer Works.

Heavy rain also fell at RPM
Speedway in Crandall, Texas, forc-
ing officials to call off events with
the Griffith Truck and Equipment
ASCS Gulf South Region pre-
sented by Southern Trailer Works
scheduled for Friday, May 27.

Continued…

into second position,
passing Frank Hecke-
nast Jr. who dropped -
back to fifth position.
Richards moved up to
third with Carrier full-
steam ahead behind
him. Clanton was able
to separate himself by
nearly a three-second
differential from Eckert
by this time, while
Richards and Carrier
traded paint through-
out the first half of the
race. 

By lap 16, Clanton
began to weave through lapped
traffic, choosing the top shelf of the

track as his passageway through; a
few other drivers later followed suit,
including Brian Shirley, who placed
sixth on the night. The lapped traf-
fic created a back-and-forward with
Richards and Carrier, who
swapped positions twice sifting
through the lapped cars. 

“I just knew they had to be really
good to pass me up-top,” Clanton
said. “And before that I just kept the
bottom line and held my own.” 

It was not until lap 40 when the
Top 5 drivers began to use the top
groove of the track. Richards
switched his line to build-up
enough speed to challenge Eckert
and Clanton. However, a tough
break for Eckert - a broken rear-
end - on that lap took one more car
out of the equation for Richards. 

Within the next two laps, three
cautions recollected the field and
diminished Clantonʼs lead. The field
restarted single-file for those cau-
tions, giving Clanton enough lee-
way to rebuild his lead. As for
Richards and Carrier, they were still
battling. 

“Well, it seemed like I was right
there with him,” said Carrier, who
competed in his first Outlaws race
in 2016. “Iʼm just happy to get a Top
3, competing against some of the
best competition in the sport.” 

Richards may have got the bet-
ter of Carrier, but not Clanton. But
for the duo, it is similar to last year.
At this point in 2015, Clanton had
more than a 100-point buffer over
Richards for in the series champi-
onship; itʼs vice-versa in 2016. 

“Shane did a great job running a
nice, wide arch,” Richards said. “I
finally went to the top and got a lit-
tle momentum, but we just couldnʼt
maintain it in laps three and four. I
think we were a little better than
him at the end, but he was doing
what he needed to do.” 

Clanton said with this win, he is
hopeful to make-up some points on
Richards, who had a 142-point
buffer leading into the race. It is
Richardsʼ consistent finishes that
are hard to beat, he said. Richards
has now placed within the Top 10 in
all 13 series races. 

“Heʼs so consistent right now,
and weʼre just trying to get to where
we were last year and be consis-
tent,” Clanton said. “Wins will
come.”
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s Victory Belongs To Cornell

With The ASCS Warriors In
The Tribute to Jesse at

Double X Speedway

Jonathan Cornell celebrates in victory lane after winning The Trib-
ute to Jessie at Double X Speedway for the ASCS Warriors. (Terry
Ford/ASCS photo)



W H E AT L A N D ,
MO - Jimmy Owens
became a 4-time win-
ner of the Show-Me
100 by taking the
$30,000 victory on
Saturday Night at
Lucas Oil Speedway.
In front of a tremen-
dous crowd and while
closing out an ab-
solutely action-packed
race that was filled
with drama, Owens
picked up the lead for

the final time when Scott
Bloomquist lost a left rear wheel
and Bobby Pierce had to pit with a
flat tire.

After the final caution on lap 98
for Pierce, Owens led a 2-lap dash
to the finish for the victory in the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries/Lucas Oil MLRA co-sanctioned
event. Bloomquist fought back to
finish second, followed by Jesse
Stovall, Jonathan Davenport and
Tony Jackson Jr.

"We felt we had the best car
here all weekend. I started having
rear brake problems. The car
started to really push and it would-
n't go through the corners. We had
that final caution there near the
end, and I was hoping to stay
green. I would rather be lucky than
good sometimes, and it's going to
be a great ride home. I want to
thank everyone at R&W Motor-
sports, Barry and Lance Wright,
and all the crew. They have all
worked so hard for this. This is just
awesome," said Owens in Lucas
Oil Victory Lane for the 54th time in
his career.

"A big thanks to E3 Spark Plus,
Wehrs Machine, and Ohlins
Shocks, they all proved themselves
tonight. Also thanks to a new spon-
sor; Cheap Cars. Thanks to Red
Line Oil, and especially to Chris
Davis of Midwest Sheet Metal.
Thank God everybody had a safe
night; there were some tough
wrecks out there tonight. That high-
side was treacherous, but that's
where you had to be."

Davenport bolted to the lead at
the start of the race and led the first
44 circuits until Friday night's win-
ner, Jared Landers stormed to the
point. Landers held the lead until
Bloomquist forged ahead on lap
55.

Bloomquist held the point until
Owens wrestled the lead from him.
Bloomquist rebounded to take the
lead with nine laps to go but as he

was entering turn number one, he
lost his left rear tire. The caution
came out, and he pitted for a new
tire and wheel.

"I felt a little vibration," said
Bloomquist on his left rear wheel. "I
tried to stay on the bottom the best
I could, but when Jimmy and Pierce
went by me I thought I had better
get up there with them. It's just un-
fortunate that the wheel broke. To
get a second place finish after what
happened is pretty remarkable.
Fortunately, there weren't a lot of
cars left on the lead lap so we
restarted fifth, which helped."

The biggest story of the race
was the amazing performance by
Bobby Pierce. Pierce won the Mid-
west Sheet Metal Show-Me Chal-
lenge and charged from the 29th
starting spot to take over the lead
under the caution as Bloomquist
pitted. Under that caution, Pierce's
right rear tire went flat, forcing him
to pit as well.

Stovall came out late to the start-
ing grid due to mechanical issues
and quietly charged through the
field. He was running second to
Owens with nine laps remaining. "I
was riding around in the early part
of the race, and then cars started
dropping out and I realized that I
was up to 12th. I thought; let's keep
going and the next thing I knew I
am up to second challenging for
the lead."

"On that last restart I thought
about going low and sliding him
[Owens], but it just wouldn't stick

down there and I ended up going to
the top, but it wasn't good enough.
Then I lost it a little bit in turn four
on the final lap and Bloomquist got
by him. To finish third in this race
feels great."

Completing the top ten were
Pierce, Steve Francis, Tim Mc-
Creadie, Dennis Erb Jr., and Chris
Brown.

In preliminary action, Jason Pa-
pich, Chris Simpson, and Will
Vaught won their respective B-
Mains. Bobby Pierce won the Mid-
west Sheet Metal Challenge.

Landers Lands First
Victory of 2016

WHEATLAND, MO - Jared Lan-
ders held off a late-race charge
from Scott Bloomquist to win his
first Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries feature of the season on Friday
Night at Lucas Oil Speedway. Lan-

ders took the lead on lap ten after a
great battle with Tim McCreadie
and led the remaining 30-laps to
win the Tribute to Don and Billie
Gibson.

Landers and Bloomquist, both
driving Sweet-Bloomquist Race
Cars with power from Andy
Durham Racing Engines, led Tim
McCreadie, 10th starting Jimmy
Owens, and 15th starting Steve
Francis to the finish line.

"We had a good car last night,
but we had a lot of bad luck. We
proved tonight we have a good
race car. We needed this win for
the Crop Production Services,
Mark Martin Automotive, Bad Boy
Mowers, ASC Warranty team. We
know we can do it as a team. We
just love running here at Lucas Oil
Speedway. I want to thank Jason
Durham and all of the crew, they 

(Continued Next Page)
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at Lucas Oil Speedway

Jimmy Owens won his fourth Show-Me-100 this weekend after rac-
ing his way to victory at Lucas Oil Speedway. (LOLMDS photo)



Continued…

have worked their tails
off this year," said the
34-year-old in Lucas
Oil Victory Lane.

"We wasn't going
to race today after my
dad [Lance] and I
talked last night. But
today we got together
as a team and this is
what happens when
we all work together,"
said Landers who cap-
tured his first
LOLMDS win since
last September at
Knoxville (IA) Race-

way.
Bloomquist who suffered from

transmission issues last night,
came back tonight to score a run-
ner-up finish. "I am glad that Jared
[Landers] won. His crew works real
hard on their car and tonight it
looked like from my vantage point
they had it going their way. They
had some problems last night just
like we did. We both rebounded
well tonight and hopefully this sets
us up to battle for the win here to-
morrow night."

Bloomquist' Crop Production
Services, Reece Monument Com-
pany and Mark Martin Automotive
sponsored car came into the event
19th in points after Thursday night's
finish. "We won with this car in
Batesville back in April and in Ohio
a few weeks ago."

McCreadie, in only his third ca-
reer race at Lucas Oil Speedway,
was pleased with his performance
in the Sweeteners Plus/Longhorn.
"It's a racy joint, no doubt about it.
We had fun out there tonight. It
feels good to run up front with
these guys. We had some bad luck
last night, but that is a part of it. I
have to get better through the

chop. I wheel hopped a few times.
We are working our tails off. We
have a program that we can work
with. We are having a good time
doing it."

Completing the top ten were
Dennis Erb Jr., Will Vaught, Chad
Simpson, Jake O'Neil and
Jonathan Davenport.

In preliminary action, # set the
overall Miller Welders Fast Time
(Group #) amongst the 56 entrants,
with a lap of # seconds. # set the
fastest time in Group # with a time
of # seconds. Tim McCreadie,
Jared Landers, Billy Moyer, Darrell
Lanigan, Jonathan Davenport and
Scott Bloomquist won their respec-
tive heat races. Jesse Stovall, Will
Vaught, and Chris Brown won their
respective B-Mains.

For the latest breaking news on
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries, including the latest series
standings, 2016 tour schedule,
driver information, and more visit
the official website at: www.lucas-
dirt.com.

Davenport Claims
Cowboy Classic at

Lucas Oil Speedway
WHEATLAND, MO - Defending

Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
National Champion Jonathan Dav-
enport kicked off the 24th Annual
Show-Me 100 - Presented by Pro-
tectTheHarvest.com weekend by
winning the Cowboy Classic on
Thursday Night at Lucas Oil
Speedway. The win marked Dav-
enport's fourth consecutive win at
the track.

Davenport took the lead on the
second lap and never looked back
to secure his seventh LOLMDS win
of the season. Jimmy Owens fin-
ished second followed by 14th
starting Brandon Sheppard, Shan-
non Babb and Chris Brown.

"With all the rain they have had
here lately, I am sure they did the
best they could with the track. No
other track has this kind of equip-
ment to work the racing surface.
These guys know what they're
doing. It was a little crazy there for
a while, and I lost my brakes again.
It's the second time this year. I al-
most turned the car a few times
and I started to pump them [the
brakes] again," said the 32-year-old
racer.

"We held on for another great
run, and that's what we are looking
for, to stay consistent. I want to
thank Mac Trailers, Baird Trans-
port, Mega Plumbing of the Caroli-
nas, Bryson Motorsports, Elite
Concrete, Longhorn Chassis; of
course Kevin and Lee Roy Rumley,
and my crew guy Brian Liverman."

"There are a few lapped cars
that don't like to race me clean.
They were trying to pass me back
and trying to slide back in front of
me. They didn't really know where
to go. They were running side-by-
side; they would hit a hole and
bounce. Man, it was pretty hairy out
there."

Davenport raced his way
through traffic as Owens and Shep-
pard were trying to catch him.
Back-to-back cautions with seven
laps to go bunched up the field, but
Davenport was not to be denied as
he pulled away in waning laps to
get the victory.

Owens had a solid second-place
finish, in his R&W Racing/E3 Spark
Plugs/Barry Wright Race Cars #20.
"Yes we had a good night. The
teams have been working well to-
gether. We have had a lot of good
runs at this place in the past, and
things just didn't pan out tonight.
J.D. pulled away at the end, so
congratulations to him."

Sheppard charged from the out-
side of row seven to claim third in

the Eric Brock/Best Performance
Motorsports entry. "We have a
good set-up package going on with
this car. It's running the way I like it.
Randall [Edwards] is doing a great
job. It took us a while with this
Rocket car, but we are finally start-
ing to figure it out. The different
tracks we go to, and the different
surfaces we run on, I feel like we
are going to have a strong finish to
the season." 

Completing the top ten were
Chad Simpson, Darrell Lanigan,
Ryan Gustin, Dennis Erb Jr., and
Chris Simpson.

In preliminary action, Jimmy
Owens set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time (Group B)
amongst the 57 entrants, with a lap
of 15.304 seconds. Reid Millard set
the fastest time in Group A with a
time of 15.316 seconds. Jared Lan-
ders, Jonathan Davenport, Scott
Bloomquist, Jimmy Owens, Justin
Kay, and Ryan Gustin won their re-
spective heat races. Chad Simp-
son, Don O'Neal, and Billy Moyer
won their respective B-Mains.

Tuesday Night's Event
at I-80 Speedway

Canceled
GREENWOOD, NE - Tuesday

night's Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series-sanctioned, GO 50 at I-80
Speedway has been canceled.
With the forecast for continued rain
on an already heavily saturated
track and facility, Speedway and
Series officials have been forced to
cancel the event. 

Anyone who purchased ad-
vanced tickets to the GO 50 can re-
ceive a refund, or may use their
ticket towards the Friday night por-
tion (July 22nd) of the Silver Dollar
Nationals. Speedway officials will
contact ticket purchasers individu-
ally in the week ahead.
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Jared Landers (center) celebrates winning the Tribute to Don and
Billie Gibson, his first victory of the 2016 season, at Lucas Oil
Speedway. (LOLMDS photo)

Jonathan Davenport started the weekend off strong at Lucas Oil
Speedway winning the Cowboy Classic on Thursday night.
(LOLMDS photo)



ORRVILLE, OH -
For the first time in his
career, Rico Abreu en-
tered action at Wayne
County Speedway,
joining the Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of
Champions for the
second leg of their
Memorial Day week-
end swing through
northern Ohio. The
California native made

his trip to Orrville, Ohio, worthwhile,
scoring $5,000 and a third career
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions victory in front of a near
standing-room only crowd. The
“Low Rider” Dale Blaney crossed
under the final checkers second,
followed by Andrew Palker for his
second top-five finish of the sea-
son. 

“Just happy to be up here in
front of this great crowd,” said Rich
Abreu in victory lane. “I just want to
thank everyone for coming out
tonight. A big thanks to Tony Stew-
art for allowing all of this to happen.
We have busy weekend and week
still ahead of us. This is a great
start and weʼll try to keep this
going.” 

Rico Abreu, who started second
on the main event grid, made his
first bid for the top spot just before
the halfway point of the 30-lap fea-
ture program, eventually working
around pole sitter and leader An-
drew Palker in traffic on lap 14.
Sheldon Haudenschild and Dale
Blaney also worked around Palker,
creating a three-car battle for the
lead. 

By lap 20, traffic started to inten-
sify, allowing Sheldon Hauden-
schild to apply heavy pressure on
Abreu. Using the top line of the
speedway, Haudenschild worked
around Abreu on lap 25, setting a
new pace at the front of the field.
Fortunately for Abreu, Hauden-
schildʼs wicked pace around
Wayne Countyʼs rim would only last
until lap 28, when the Wooster,
Ohio, native made contact with a
lapped car, bringing out the main
eventʼs first and only red flag. Hau-
denschild would get upside-down,
but walked away unharmed. He
would not return to the speedway. 

Rico Abreu inherited the point
position and led the final three cir-
cuits to clinch his first ever Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
victory at Wayne County Speed-

way. Dale Blaney finished second
after starting third, followed by for-
mer Wayne County Speedway
track champion Andrew Palker.
Cole Duncan and Jac Hauden-
schild rounded out the top-five. The
“Wild Child” started 19th, climbing
14 positions to secure his top-five
finish, as well as the MSD Hard
Charger Award. 

“Someone told me at the begin-
ning of the night that Sheldon (Hau-
denschild) was going to be the guy
to beat in traffic here,” explained
Abreu. “He definitely proved that. I
was trying to race on all parts of the
race track; just trying to find where
I was comfortable. The second I
knew I let the top open up, Sheldon
would be right there. I think things
would have got really interesting
those last three laps if Sheldon
wouldnʼt have got crashed. Hats off
to him and his guys. Theyʼve been
fast all year.” 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will continue their 2016
campaign on Saturday evening,
June 4, at the Atomic Speedway in
Chillicothe, Ohio. It will be the third
attempt by the traveling Arctic Cat
All Stars to contest competition at
the Atomic highbanks this season,
with the first two scheduled dates
postponed due to wet weather, in-
cluding the intended point season
opener. Defending Arctic Cat All
Star champion Dale Blaney is the
most recent winner during All Star
action at Atomic Speedway, sweep-
ing the Open Wheel Championship
on July 31/August 1, 2015. The Au-
gust 1 finale was worth $10,000. 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will make an appear-
ance at the Bedford Fairgrounds
Speedway in Bedford, Pennsylva-
nia, on Sunday, June 5. It will be
the second appearance of 2016,
welcoming 42 cars during their first
stop on Sunday, April 17. Chad Ke-
menah earned the $5,000 victory,
holding off Greg Hodnett and Cap
Henry at the final checkers.

Dale Blaney Charges
from Seventh to Win at
Attica Raceway Park
ATTICA, OH - For the second

time in 2016, Hartford, Ohioʼs Dale
Blaney earned his place in Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
victory lane at Attica Raceway
Park. The six-time and defending

series champion had to earn top
honors the hard way, charging for-
ward from seventh on the main
event line-up, all before making the
winning bid during a lap 36 restart.
For Blaney, the $5,000 victory
equalled 130 with the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions during
his illustrious career, raising the At-
tica Raceway Park tally to 18 out of
the 130. Blaney, a now three-time
winner during Arctic Cat All Star
competition in 2016, led the last
five laps of the 40-lap main event,
holding off sixth row starter Byron
Reed and former series champion
Chad Kemenah. 

“We were really good from about
lap 20 until the end...this is the first
time in a long time that Iʼve actually
been able to say that,” said Dale
Blaney in Attica Raceway Park vic-
tory lane. “This is a brand new car
that we brought out tonight. This
thing was almost flawless right from
the start. I just canʼt thank all of my
guys enough for their hard work.
George, Skippy, the entire group; I
wouldnʼt be up here without them.” 

Pole sitter Broc Martin jumped
out to an early advantage during
the main event, controlling the top
spot for the first four circuits around
the bottom groove of Atticaʼs sur-
face.

Chad Kemenah, who started
fourth on the feature grid, made a
bid for the top spot with just five
laps recorded and succeeded, driv-
ing around the outside of Martin to
officially lead lap five of 40. 

Kemenah, pilot of the Hunter
Racing/No. 10H, navigated the
very topside of the speedway dur-
ing his campaign at the front of the
field, surviving two cautions and
periods of intense traffic during the
first 27 circuits. While Kemenah
kept control at the front of the field,
the action behind him would in-

crease. Positions two and three
were juggled frequently over the
course of the main event, with
eventual winner Dale Blaney, who
started on the inside of row four,
making his first appearance in a
podium position by lap 26, even
after making contact with James
McFadden while racing for position. 

The main eventʼs third caution
allowed Blaney to make a move for
the runner-up spot, eventually driv-
ing around Cap Henry during the
lap 33 restart. Meanwhile, Chad
Kemenah continued to show the
way, separating himself from
Blaney even after the restart.
Blaney would get the break he
needed with just five laps remain-
ing. A fourth and final caution ap-
peared during lap 36, setting up a
five lap shootout between the “Low
Rider” and Chad Kemenah. 

Green flag conditions returned
with Kemenah on point and Dale
Blaney in tow. Blaney followed Ke-
menah through turns one and turn,
setting up a great run down the
backstretch, ultimately allowing a
slider in turns three and four to seal
his winning fate. Byron Reed
climbed his way to second from
12th by the final checkers, followed
by Chad Kemenah, Cap Henry,
and Chris Andrews. 

“The guys ahead of me were
kinda showing me where I needed
and wanted to be,” explained Dale
Blaney. “On the restarts, I was able
to use the outside line to my ad-
vantage. I wasnʼt exactly sure what
Chad (Kemenah) was going to do
during that last restart. I got a great
run down the backstretch and
drove it underneath him and made
it stick. Feels really good to be up
here. We were good all night.
Havenʼt had a chance to say that in
a while. Weʼll try again tomorrow at
Wayne County.”
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s Rico Abreu Scores Wayne
County All Star Win During

First Ever Visit

Rico Abreu does the ʻwing danceʼ in Wayne County Speedway vic-
tory lane after racing to the win in his first time at the track. (Vince
Vellella/ASCoC photo)



MOBILE, AL -
Donnie Wilson domi-
nated Saturday night's
Southern Super Se-
ries presented by
Sunoco race at Mobile
International Speed-
way (AL), but when all
was said and done it
was Kyle Grissom
who climbed out of his
car and celebrated in
victory lane.  With the
win, Grissom became
the fifth different win-

ner in five races for the series in
2016.

After engine failure relegated
him to a backup car during Friday's
practice at Five Flags Speedway
(FL), Wilson, of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, took the backup car to
the top of the speed charts with a
late practice mock qualifying run,
and proved it was no fluke by set-
ting fast-time during time trials.  

Wilson started fifth after the re-
draw and worked his way to the
lead before setting a torrid pace up
front.

2015 Mobile winner Grissom
started sixth and wasted little time
moving himself into second place,
following Wilson by early leader
Chris Davidson just 12 laps in.

A red flag halted the field on lap
16 when Nathan Davis' No.5 went
off track in turn four, and when the
green came back out it stayed out
the rest of the way.

After following in Wilson's
shadow for 66 laps, Grissom was
able to capitalize when Wilson
slipped up in turn one.  Grissom
took the lead and never looked
back on his way to victory lane.

"I just tried to take care of my
tires and luckily Donnie slipped up
and I was able to capitalize," Gris-
som stated in Victory Lane. "This
place has been tough on me the
last few years, I struggled to get a
handle on it.

"It's awesome coming down
here and racing against these
guys. These are the best in the
business."

Wilson hung on for second after
his tires faded during the later
stages of the race.

"We led a lot of laps. We just
weren't as good as Kyle," stated
Wilson.  "After last night, I'll take a
second.  It's a good rebound."

In an impressive run, rounding
out the podium, was young Riley
Herbst. The driver of the No. 19
started 14th and worked his

through the field during the long
green flag run to finish third, re-
bounding from a disappointing
17th-place finish the previous night
in Pensacola.

Defending SSS champion
Casey Smith finished solidly in
fourth with Zane Smith rounding
out the top five.

Grissom's win on Saturday
night, combined with a fifth-place
finish on Friday night at Five Flags,
make him the favorite to win the
$1,000 Tri-Track Bonus Bucks
when the series heads to Crisp Mo-
torsports Park in Cordele, Georgia
on June 4.

The bonus, announced earlier in
the week, will award $1,000.00 to
the driver with the best average fin-
ish over the course of the three
Southern Super Series presented
Sunoco events at Five Flags, Mo-
bile and Cordele. Grissom leads
the way with an average finish of
third with Wilson hot on his heels
averaging a fifth-place finish.

For more information on the
Southern Super Series, visit
www.SouthernSuperSeries.com.

Burton Wins First SSS
Race at Five Flags

Speedway
PENSACOLA, FL - Harrison

Burton picked up his second career
Southern Super Series presented
by Sunoco win Friday night at Pen-
sacola, Florida's Five Flags Speed-
way.  The 15-year-old driver
narrowly escaped a penalty with
seven laps to go that would have
sent him to the rear of the field.

Perennial heavyweight Bubba

Pollard took control at the point of
the 36-car field following a lap 22
restart. After a long green flag run,
lapped traffic in the closing stages
of the race allowed Burton to close
in with less than 10 laps remaining.

As Pollard had his hands full try-
ing to put Riley Herbst one lap
down, Burton charged hard into
turn three and made contact with
Pollard.  The end result saw Pollard
spin in turn four with just seven laps
remaining.

By rule, for his involvement, offi-
cials called for Burton to be sent to
the tail until Bubba Pollard, in an ul-
timate show of sportsmanship,
brought his car down pit road and
explained to officials that he "lost it"
on his own and that Burton's con-
tact had nothing to do with it.

Based on Pollard's honesty, the
initial ruling was overturned, and
Burton drove away from Casey
Roderick on the final restart, and
into Five Flags Speedway victory
lane for the first time in his career.

"This is the happiest I've ever
been in my life," Burton told fans
after an enthusiastic high-five from
his dad, Jeff Burton, in victory lane.

Burton, who struggled in the se-
ries' previous Five Flags appear-
ance, started seventh and worked
his way up to second in the open-
ing third of the race.  After having
his first pass for the lead negated
by caution, the Huntersville, North
Carolina native dropped back to
fifth by the halfway point.

The extended green flag period
that followed saw the second-gen-
eration driver methodically work his
way back through the top five and
back into contention late.

"It's been so long since we won
last, we've worked so hard on this,"
stated Burton, who gave far more
credit to his team than he took for
himself.  "Things are really starting
to click for us. We're getting better
and better as the weeks go on.
Even when we have a bad week it
seems we still end up with top five
and top 10s. I think this is just a
show of our strength and I can't
wait to get another win."

Jeff Choquette, who was making
his first appearance in more than a
year and a half rallied late for a
strong runner-up finish.  Choquette
happily said that this wouldn't be
his last run back with the Southern
Super Series or at Five Flags
Speedway.

"I love coming here, this is an
awesome race track," Choquette
said after his strong return run. "36
race cars, I don't think you can say
much more than that."

Veteran Augie Grill rounded out
the podium ahead of Raphael
Lessard and Kyle Grissom in the
top five.

For more information on the
Southern Super Series, visit
www.SouthernSuperSeries.com.
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Victory Lane at Mobile

Harrison Burton scored his second career Southern Super Series
win with his victory at Five Flags Speedway Friday night. (SSS
photo)

Kyle Grissom became the fifth different winner in as many races
with the Southern Super Series after winning at Mobile Interna-
tional Speedway. (SSS photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - NASCAR
announced today the
inductees who will
comprise the NASCAR
Hall of Fame Class of
2017. 

The five-person
group – the eighth
since the inception of
the NASCAR Hall of
Fame in 2010 – con-
sists of Richard Chil-

dress, Rick Hendrick, Mark Martin,
Raymond Parks and Benny Par-
sons. In addition, NASCAR an-
nounced that Martinsville
Speedway founder H. Clay Earles
won the Landmark Award for Out-
standing Contributions to
NASCAR. 

The NASCAR Hall of Fame Vot-
ing Panel met today in a closed
session at the Charlotte Conven-
tion Center to debate and vote
upon the 20 nominees for the in-
duction class of 2017 and the five
nominees for the Landmark Award. 

NASCAR Chairman and CEO
Brian France and NASCAR Vice
Chairman Mike Helton announced
the class and Landmark Award win-
ner, respectively, this evening in the
NASCAR Hall of Fameʼs “Great
Hall.”

The Class of 2017 was deter-
mined by votes cast by the Voting
Panel, including representatives
from NASCAR, the NASCAR Hall
of Fame, track owners from major
facilities and historic short tracks,
media members, manufacturer rep-
resentatives, retired competitors
(drivers, owners, crew chiefs), rec-
ognized industry leaders, a nation-
wide fan vote conducted through
NASCAR.com and, for the third
year, the reigning NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series champion (Kyle
Busch). In all, 54 votes were cast,
with four additional Voting Panel
members recused from voting as
potential nominees for induction
(Ricky Rudd, Robert Yates, Wad-
dell Wilson and Ken Squier). The
accounting firm of EY presided
over the tabulation of the votes.

Voting was as follows: Benny
Parsons (85%), Rick Hendrick
(62%), Mark Martin (57%), Ray-
mond Parks (53%) and Richard
Childress (43%).

The next top vote-getters were
Robert Yates, Red Byron and Alan
Kulwicki.

Results for the NASCAR.com

Fan Vote, in alphabetical order,
were Buddy Baker, Alan Kulwicki,
Mark Martin, Benny Parsons and
Larry Phillips.

The five inductees came from a
group of 20 nominees that in-
cluded, in addition to the five in-
ductees chosen: Buddy Baker, Red
Byron, Ray Evernham, Ray Fox,
Ron Hornaday Jr., Harry Hyde,
Alan Kulwicki, Hershel McGriff,
Larry Phillips, Jack Roush, Ricky
Rudd, Ken Squier, Mike Stefanik,
Waddell Wilson and Robert Yates.

Nominees for the Landmark
Award included Earles, Janet
Guthrie, Raymond Parks, Ralph
Seagraves and Ken Squier. 

Class of 2017 Inductees:
Richard Childress: Long be-

fore he became one of the preemi-
nent car owners in NASCAR
history, Richard Childress was a
race car driver with limited means.
Childress, the consummate self-
made racer, was respectable be-
hind the wheel. Between 1969-81
he had six top-five finishes and 76
top 10s in 285 starts, finishing fifth
in the NASCAR premier series
standings in 1975. Having formed
Richard Childress Racing in 1972,
Childress retired from driving in
1981. He owned the cars that
NASCAR Hall of Famer Dale Earn-
hardt drove to six championships
and 67 wins between 1984-2000.
In addition to Earnhardtʼs champi-
onships, Childress drivers have
given him five others. Childress
was the first NASCAR owner to win
owner championships in all three of
NASCARʼs national series, and his
11 owner titles are second all time.
Childress also owned the vehicles
driven by NASCAR XFINITY Series
driver champions Clint Bowyer
(2008) and Austin Dillon (2013), as
the 2011 NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series driver champion
Austin Dillon.

Rick Hendrick: The founder
and owner of Hendrick Motor-
sports, Rick Hendrickʼs organiza-
tion is recognized as one of
NASCARʼs most successful. Hen-
drick Motorsports owns an all-time
record 11 NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries car owner championship titles
– six with Jimmie Johnson, four
with Jeff Gordon and one with
NASCAR Hall of Famer Terry
Labonte. Hendrick also has 14 total
NASCAR national series owner
championships, most in NASCAR
history. Gordon and Labonte com-

bined to win four consecutive titles
from 1995-98. In 2010, Johnson
won a record-extending fifth con-
secutive championship. Hendrick
also owned the car driven by 2003
NASCAR XFINITY Series driver
champion Brian Vickers. Hendrickʼs
242 owner wins in the premier se-
ries rank second all-time.

Mark Martin: He is often de-
scribed as the “greatest driver to
never to win a championship,” but
Mark Martinʼs legendary career is
so much more than that. He came
incredibly close to that elusive title
many times – finishing second in
the championship standings five
times. Over the course of his 31-
year premier series career, Martin
compiled 40 wins (17th all time)
and 56 poles (seventh all time).
Martin saw success at every level
of NASCAR. He won 49 times in
the NASCAR XFINITY Series,
holding the series wins record for
14 years. He retired with 96 wins
across NASCARʼs three national
series, seventh on the all-time list.
In 1998, Martin was named one of
NASCARʼs 50 Greatest Drivers.

Raymond Parks: Raymond
Parks is one of stock-car racingʼs
earliest – and most successful –
team owners. Funded by success-
ful business and real estate ven-
tures in Atlanta, Parks began his
career as a stock-car owner in
1938 with drivers Lloyd Seay and
Roy Hall. His pairing with another
Atlantan, mechanic Red Vogt, pro-
duced equipment good enough to
dominate the sport in the late
1940s and early 1950s. Red Byron
won the first NASCAR title (modi-
fied, 1948) and first premier series
title (1949) in a Parks-owned car.
Parksʼ team produced two premier
series wins, two poles, 11 top fives
and 12 top 10s in 18 events. 

Benny Parsons: Benny Par-
sons won the 1973 NASCAR pre-
mier series championship and
could be called an everyman
champion: winning enough to be
called one of the sportʼs stars but
nearly always finishing well when
he wasnʼt able to reach Victory
Lane. He won 21 times in 526 ca-
reer starts but finished among the
top 10 283 times – a 54 percent
ratio. One of Parsonsʼ biggest vic-
tories came in the 1975 Daytona
500. He was named one of
NASCARʼs 50 Greatest Drivers in
1998. Parsons also was known as
a voice of the sport making a seam-
less transition to television follow-
ing his NASCAR career. He was a
commentator for NBC and TNT
until his passing in 2007, at the age
of 65.

Landmark Award for Outstand-

ing Contributions to NASCAR:
H. Clay Earles: One of the orig-

inal pioneers of stock car auto rac-
ing, H. Clay Earles played an
integral role in the early years of
NASCAR's development. Earles
built and opened Martinsville
Speedway in 1947, and the short
track remains the only facility to
host NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
races every year since the seriesʼ
inception in 1949.

The speedway held its first race
on Sept. 7, 1947 – three months
before the creation of NASCAR.
That initial race drew more than
6,000 fans to the track, which had
just 750 seats ready. In 1964, Ear-
les decided it was time for a “differ-
ent” type of trophy for his race
winners. He gave winners grandfa-
ther clocks, a tradition that contin-
ues today.

NASCAR Partners with
Steven Soderbergh on

Heist-Themed Film
Project

DAYTONA BEACH, FL -
NASCAR® is collaborating with
Academy Award-winning director
Steven Soderbergh on a feature
film entitled Logan Lucky, starring
Channing Tatum alongside Daniel
Craig, Riley Keough, Adam Driver
and Seth MacFarlane. Depicting a
theoretical heist at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, the project will mark
Soderberghʼs first feature film since
announcing his retirement from the
film industry in 2013.

Soderbergh, who also directed
heist film Oceanʼs Eleven, is best
known for his work on the critically
acclaimed Traffic and Erin Brock-
ovich, which garnered him two
Oscar nominations and the acco-
lade of Best Director.

“We are excited to work with
Steven, Channing and all of Logan
Luckyʼs incredible cast and produc-
ers,” said Zane Stoddard, NASCAR
vice president of entertainment
marketing and content develop-
ment. “Itʼs a big-hearted, fun story
that showcases NASCAR and
Charlotte Motor Speedway as the
world-class sports entertainment
property and venue that they are,
much like the Bellagio in Stevenʼs
Oceanʼs Eleven.” 

Logan Lucky is tentatively
scheduled for release in Fall 2017.
Mark Johnson, Gregory Jacobs
and Reid Carolin are producing.
Zane Stoddard is executive pro-
ducing for NASCAR. 

Pre-production began filming
this past weekend at the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series Coca-Cola 600.
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Five Legends Unveiled as
2017 NASCAR Hall Of Fame

Class



         PUBLIC 

      

 

 

AUCTION 

      
Two 

Big Days! 
Friday, June 3 – 1pm 

Saturday, June 4 – 9am 
Don’t 
 Miss! 

ARCA/K&N Cars, Transporter, Engines, Parts, Shop & Fab Equip 

Dave Davis Motorsports, Owner, K&N Race Team 

3484 Denver Drive, Denver, NC 28037 
Vehicles/Race Cars:  2007 Renegade Columbia CL120 Toter Home (450HP Mercedes Benz Engine, 12’ 

slideout, Fully Loaded); 2007 Renegade Renegade IT44LGX 44’ Liftgate Stacker Trailer w/all options;   

New & Used ARCA / K&N Race Cars & Chassis, Complete K&N Racing Engines, K&N Engine Components 

 

Shop Equipment:  2000 Haas 20HP Vector Drive VF3 CNC, Frost  42” English Wheel(Type 373142), Smith 

36” English Wheel, Hand-Held English Wheel, Roper Whitney 816 8’ Brake, Eckold KF170 Power 

Shrinker/Stretcher, Burr King 760 3-Wheel Belt Sander, Victor 1640B Precision Lathe, Acer Ultima DVS-3VS 

Vert. Mill, Jet JMB-18 Vert. Mill, Grob Band Saw 4V-18 (18”) , Torin Big Red 45Ton Shop Press, 20 Ton 

Shop Press, Scotchman 14” Cold Saw, Mittler Bros Elec. Bead Rollers, Mittler Bros Ultimate Tubing Notcher, 

Metal Prep 4’ Blast Cabinet, Snap-On Lg Parts Washer, Roper Whitney U416 Box Brake, Roper Whitney 4’ 

16ga Brake, MagnaBend 4’ Brake, Tennsmith 16 Ga. Corner Notcher, Pexto R-W 152M Stomp Shear(16ga), 

10ft Slip Roll, Enco 130-5500 4’x3” Slip Roll, ProLine Pneumatic Plannishing Hammer, Millermatic 185 

Welder, Miller CP-252TS Welder, Miller 60 Series Wire Feed. Miller Syncrowave 250 TIG Welder, Lincoln 

SP-170 Welder, Pneumatic Tubing Bender, Rotex 16 Station Punch, Eastwood 10gal Sand Blaster 

 

Race Equip & Parts:  Pull Down Rig, Longacre Pulldown Scales, Racing Electronics Radios, Headsets, 

Chargers, Bill Pink Holley 41 Carburetors, Coil Springs, K&N Engine Components, Upper/Lower A-Frames, 

T-101A Racing Transmissions, Racing Shifters, Racing Seats, Radiators, Fire Bottles, Pwr Steering Pumps, Oil 

/ Fuel Pumps, Woodward Steering Column, Clutches, Oil Tanks, Penske Shocks, Regulators & Hoses, Fuel 

Cells, Dry Breaks, Pit Guns, Tungsten, Pit Jacks,  Water A/C Units,  Air Hose Reels,  Rear End Stands, Wheels, 

Setup Gauges, Fuel Transfer Pump, Longacre Scales, Scale Roll-Off Pads, Pit Road Cart, Nitro Pit Tire & Fuel 

Carts, Fuel Dump Cans, Parts Carts, Exhaust Systems, Truck Arms , Steering Boxes, SS Braided Lines/Fittings, 

AP/Brembo/Perf.Friction Brake Calipers, Hub Assemblies/Hubs/Spindles, Rear Housings/Axles, Driveshafts, 

Tire Rack w/Casters, Bolt Bins/Contents, Metalworking Shop Tables, Shop Table w/Vice, Lg Revolving 

Storage Bin, Surface Plates and Chassis Jigs, Metal Stock and Sheet Metal Racks, Honda EM5000S Generator,  

Northern Star Honda Press.Washer, Easy-Up Tents, Shelving & Parts Cabinets, Pit Uniforms, Helmets, More!  
 
Terms of Auction:  Cash, Certified Funds, Money Order, or MasterCard/Visa.  NO Checks without Original Bank Letter 
Guaranteeing Payment to Walker Auctions referencing this auction.  Ten percent (10%) Buyer’s Premium, plus NC Sales Tax 
applied to all purchases, additional three percent (3%) convenience fee added to all purchases with credit card.  Dealers 
Should Bring Tax Exempt Form Made out to Phillip Walker Auctions. Settlement required day of Auction.  Onsite Concessions 

will be available.  Not Responsible for Accidents. Announcements made on Auction Day take precedence over any printed or 
advertised material.   Pre-view 9am-1pm Friday, June 3, 2016. 
 

See www.PhillipWalkerAuctions.com or AuctionZip.Com for Updates & Photos   
  

Ph:  919-215-3351 

NCAL# 2462 
NCAFL# 7761  

 

If you need quality race & 
fabrication equipment, do 

not miss this auction!     
 

http://www.phillipwalkerauctions.com/2006%20June%20Arca-Cup%20Photos.htm
http://www.phillipwalkerauctions.com/


Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - Tim
Brown won last yearʼs
championship at Bow-
man Gray Stadium.
Heʼs taken every pole
so far in 2016. But it
had been almost a
year since the 10-time
champ had celebrated
in Winnerʼs Circle.

Brown broke that
streak on Saturday,
taking the victory in the
first 25-lapper for the
Bradʼs Golf Cars Mod-

ified Series. 
One of the strengths of Tim

Brownʼs team has been their 2016
qualifying performance, and Brown
was able to continue his domi-
nance in time trials. He started on
the pole after turning the fastest
lap.

But at the Stadium, a car that
qualifies well doesnʼt necessarily
perform well in race conditions –
and Brown had to work to keep his
machine ahead of Burt Myers of
Walnut Cove. Myers delivered
some stout shots to the bumper of
Brown but was unable to shake
him.

“Iʼll be honest: the car was fast,
but it didnʼt drive well,” said Brown.
“It was getting into the turn - and if
Burt wouldʼve hit me just a little bit
harder, he wouldʼve passed me.”

Myers finished right on his
bumper in second, with Brandon
Ward of Winston-Salem taking
third.

The “Madhouse Scramble” draw
put Jason Myers of Walnut Cove on
the pole for the start of the second
race. The younger of the Myers
brothers dominated Victory Lane
last season, and a little luck from
the draw helped him get in position
to take the win on Saturday.

“I rubbed my wifeʼs stomach last
year when she was pregnant,” said
Myers, who continued his good
luck ritual now that his son has
been born. “Before I left the house
tonight, I rubbed his head.”

Last season, Jason Myers had
the fastest lap of the season and 10
poles – more than any other com-
petitor in 2015. However, Myersʼs
qualifying has suffered this season.
He started 11th in the first race and
climbed up to eighth. 

Starting on the pole for the sec-
ond race, he led every lap to take
the checkered.

“After qualifying 11th in a 25-lap-
per, I tell you itʼs pretty awesome to
come out with a win tonight,” said

Myers. “Itʼs tough, because our car
is really good in practice. Itʼs just
that qualifying is a little off.”

John Smith of Mount Airy was
able to apply some pressure to
Myers, but Smith had to settle for a
second place finish. Dean Ward of
Winston-Salem finished third.

The Yates Grading and Paving
Sportsman Series had a huge
event for them on Saturday – the
Whelen Sportsman 100.

Michael Adams of Yadkinville
was the fastest qualifier, but sec-
ond-fastest Tommy Neal of Walker-
town drew the pole after the top six
qualifiers drew for position. Neal
had to fight on the initial start plus
six double-file restarts, battling off
outside-row challenges from
Michael Adams, Taylor Branch of
Lewisville, John Holleman of Win-
ston-Salem, Noah Triplett of Lex-
ington, and Michael Tilley of
Winston-Salem.

Neal held strong to take the
checkered. But behind him raged a
wild battle between Zack Clifton of
Walkertown, John Holleman, and
Michael Adams. Aggressive racing
left some cars damaged and some
tempers triggered, but Neal was
able to steer clear of it all.

Noah Triplett avoided the car-
nage to take second, with Ryan
Robertson of Winston-Salem com-
ing in third.

The Q104.1 New Country Street
Stock Series competed in the Whe-
len Street Stock 50, their longest
race of the season. Taylor Robbins
of Winston-Salem came back fresh
off the heels of winning in the pre-
vious event to drive the fastest
qualifying lap for the Street Stock
cars. A redraw put Spencer Martin
of Winston-Salem on the pole.

Martin crossed the finish line first
but was disqualified after failing
post-race technical inspection.
Blake Shupe of Mount Airy was de-

clared the victor.
In the McDowell Heating & Air

Stadium Stock Series, Randy
McElveen of Winston-Salem and
Wesley Thompson of Advance
each won a 15-lapper.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Paint

swapping, racing action finally re-
turned to the 1/3-mile high banks of
Grandview Speedway on Saturday
night following a three-week vaca-
tion courtesy of Mother Nature.

T.P.Trailers NASCAR 358 Modi-
fied action saw rookie Modified
racer and 2015 Sportsman point
champion Brett Kressley squeezed
out of the lead by defending point
champion Craig VonDohren on the
white flag lap in the 30-Lap feature.
VonDohren went on to score his
second win of the season in which
he also received $250 from T.P.
Trailers and a $150 bonus in prod-
ucts from VP Racing Fuel for run-
ning their gasoline. VonDohren
gave credit to Kressley on the bat-
tle the two ensued and also to Brad
Missimer and the entire track crew
for the preparation prior to the
event.

Bryon Sipe became the fourth
different BRC NASCAR 25-lap Late
Model feature winner as he led
from start to finish to stand in vic-
tory lane for the first time since his
last win June 23, 2007. 

Sipe left for a few years and fig-
ured heʼd return to the only track
where he won a feature. He also
garnered $100 from T.P. Trailers
and also the Danʼs Deli ½-way
hoagie award.

A new name entered the win-
nerʼs circle in the NASCAR Sports-
man feature when Ryan Beltz, who
has been competing for several
years but never quite able to win, fi-
nally got the monkey off his back to
win his first 25-lap NASCAR fea-

ture. An elated Beltz commented
that the crew only consists of him-
self and his father and thanked his
wife Stephanie for putting up with
his racing career.

Twelve different drivers have
now made it to victory lane in fea-
ture races in all three divisions after
five weeks of racing.

NASCAR stock car racing action
returns to Grandview Speedway on
Saturday, June 4 with another great
tripleheader card featuring the
T.P.Trailers NASCAR 358 Modi-
fieds, BRC Late Models and
Sportsman with racing starting at
7:30 p.m. Spectator gates open at
5:30 p.m.

Ron Seltmann Jr., who won his
first Modified feature last season,
set the pace for four laps before
Steve Swinehart, returning to ac-
tion this year behind the wheel of
the Ron Krex No. 9K, took over the
lead.

The yellow was displayed on the
seventh lap when Chris Esposito
stopped in the second turn. S.
Swinehart held his own on the
restart, but now he had to contend
with his day Ray in second trailed
by Jared Umbenhauer, Mike Kell-
ner and Doug Manmiller.

Charging towards the front on
the outside was Kressley and by
the 13th lap he held down the run-
ner-up position. Behind them, R.
Swinehart, VonDohren and Man-
miller diced for third through fifth.

Kellner brought out the final cau-
tion on the 16th lap when he spun
in the fourth turn. This time Kress-
ley shot into first with R. Swinehart,
S. Swinehart, VonDohren and Mike
Gular in pursuit. It didnʼt take
Kressley long to outdistance him-
self from the rest. VonDohren re-
gained second on lap 22 and set
sail after Kressley who began to
encounter lap traffic.

VonDohren closed the gap and
made several advances, but to no
avail since Kressley held his chal-
lenges off. Von Dohren ran Kress-
ley up high numerous times trying
to dive under, but couldnʼt capital-
ize on it.

Coming out of turn four for the
one to go signal VonDohren took
Kressley up a little higher and was
able to squeeze him back to sec-
ond. 

The lead never changed and
VonDohren chalked up his second
with Kressley a well-deserved dis-
appointing second trailed by R.
Swinehart, Gular and St. Swine-
hart, who posted his best finish.
Sixth through tenth were Kenny
Gilmore, Umbenhauer, Jeff Strunk,
Duane Howard and Manmiller.
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Tim Brown stands in Winnerʼs Circle after his Modified victory.
(Eric Hylton Photography photo)



Stafford
Speedway

S T A F F O R D
SPRINGS, CT -
Stafford Speedway re-
turned to NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series racing action
with the Late Model
and Ltd. Late Model
Xtra Mart Xtra D fea-
ture events as part of
Military Appreciation
Night and Whelen
Event Night on Friday,
May 27th.  Xtra Mart
Convenience Stores
put up a $1,000 bonus

that was split among the top-5 Late
Model finishers and a $500 bonus
that was split evenly among the
top-5 finishers in the Ltd. Late
Model feature event and the night
produced some of the best weekly
short track racing youʼll ever see
with exciting racing and photo fin-
ishes.  Woody Pitkat won both the
SK Modified® and Late Model fea-
ture events, Daniel Wesson came
out the winner of the SK Light fea-
ture event after a 3-wide photo fin-
ish, Paul Arute won for the second
consecutive week in the Limited
Late Model feature, Johnny Walker
won the DARE Stock feature, and
Noah Korner was the Legend Cars
feature winner. 

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Tom Bolles took the
lead from Mike Christopher, Jr. at
the start and Keith Rocco followed

him by Christopher in the outside
groove.  Rocco moved by Bolles in
turn 1 on lap-4 to move into the
lead.  Christopher and Bolles were
now side by side for second with
Dan Avery in fourth and Ronnie
Williams was up to fifth.  With 10
laps complete, Rocco continued to
hold the race lead with Christopher,
Jr. in second, Bolles third, Williams
fourth, and Woody Pitkat was now
in fifth.

Williams moved around Bolles
for third and he was closing in on
the Rocco and Christopher, Jr. up
front and at the halfway point of the
feature, it was a three-car fight for
the lead with Rocco, Christohper,
Jr., and Williams lined up in a nose
to tail train.  Pitkat was up to fourth
with Bolles continuing to run in
fifth.  The caution came out with 27
laps complete as D.J. Burnham
came to a stop sideways on the
frontstretch.

Rocco took the lead back under
green with Williams moving up to
second and Pitkat was third.  A mul-
ticar melee in turn 2 involving Eric
Berndt, Brian Sullivan, Tyler Hines,
D.J. Burnham, and Dan Avery
brought the caution back out with
28 laps complete.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart although Pitkat was apply-
ing heavy pressure right from the
green. The two cars touched going
down the backstretch with Pitkat
slotting into line behind Rocco.
Williams was third with Christopher,
Jr. fourth and Ted Christopher was

now up to fifth.  Pitkat made a move
in turn 4 to the inside of Rocco to
move to the front of the field.
Danny Cates made a pass on Ted
Christopher in turn 4 to move into
fifth on lap-35 as Rocco was look-
ing high and low for a way to get by
Pitkat and reassume the race lead.

Rocco was working the outside
lane and on lap-39 he was able to
pull even with Pitkat as they took
the white flag.  Rocco made one
final effort on the final lap, but he
wasnʼt able to make the pass stick
in the outside groove as Pitkat
picked up his first win of the 2016
season.  Williams finished third,
with Christopher, Jr. and Cates
rounding out the top-5.

In the 50-lap Xtra Mart Xtra D
Late Model feature event, Scott
Cook got a good run on the outside
of his son Chase Cook at the drop
of the green flag to take the early
race lead.  Joel Monahan was third
with Tom Butler fourth and Jim
Mavlouganes was fifth.  Butler was
making hay in the outside lane and
he streaked by Chase Cook for
second on lap-4 and he took the
lead from Scott Cook on lap-6.  The
caution came out with 7 laps com-
plete for a spin in turn 1 by Cook.

Butler took the lead on the
restart with Mavlouganes moving
into second.  Wayne Coury, Jr.
moved into third with Tom Fearn
fourth and Woody Pitkat up to fifth
as Scott Cook slid back to 10th
place after restarting second.
Fearn rode behind Mavlouganes

until lap-13 when he took second.
That pass opened the door for
Pitkat to follow him through as
Mavlouganes slid from second
back to fourth.  Fearn and Butler
touched in turn 4 on lap-18 while
battling for the lead which sent But-
ler around and collected the car of
Mavlouganes and brought the cau-
tion out.  Fearn was black flagged
for the contact with Butler and was
sent to the rear of the field, putting
Pitkat and Michael Wray on the
front row for the restart with Coury
and Monahan on the second row.

Fearn got a run to the inside of
Pitkat on lap-40 and briefly took the
lead as the cars touched and
leaned on each other.  Fearn and
Pitkatʼs touch allowed Coury and
Wray to close right up to the
leaderʼs bumpers and it was nearly
4-wide for the lead as all four cars
touched and banged going into turn
1.  Pitkat emerged with the lead
with Fearn second, Wray third, and
Coury fourth after three laps of pure
all out excitement at the front of the
field.  

Pitkat held the lead to the check-
ered flag to pick up his second win
of the night and his first Late Model
feature win since 2013.  Fearn
came home second, with Wray,
Coury, and Mavlouganes rounding
out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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Kingsport
Speedway

KINGSPORT, TN -
Mother Nature threat-
ened to wash out the
Memorial Day holiday
weekend racing pro-
gram Friday at
Kingsport Speedway
when a thunderstorm
brought a halt to activ-
ities prior to start of
qualifying. Weather
radar showed that
once the system
moved out of Model
City the rest of the
night would be rain-

free, and once track drying began
management made the decision to
start each division of racing based
on the point standings.

With Memorial Day a time we all
pause to remember and honor the
men and women who lost their
lives or are missing in action from
defending the United States during
wartime, either in the past or pres-
ent, Kingsport Speedway recog-
nized those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice in military service
to our country by offering veterans
and active-duty military free admis-
sion.

Kres VanDyke of Abingdon, Va.,
withstood pressure from Zeke Shell
lap-after-lap during the second half
of the race to capture his third
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car feature
win.

VanDyke and Shell, who entered
the night of racing first and second
in points, led the 16-car field to
green from the front row. Shell
powered into the lead quickly over
VanDyke, Ronnie McCarty, Wayne
Hale and Austin Peters.

Shell and VanDyke began to dis-
tance themselves from their com-
petition, as they pulled out to a
half-straightaway advantage by lap
15 over McCarty and Hale. The ac-
tion behind the top four cars was
heated involving Peters, Joey
Trent, Derek Lane, Jeff Maupin,
Allen Hawkins and Robbie Fergu-
son.

The 55-year-old longtime racing
veteran Ferguson, who won the
2002 track championship over
VanDyke, is only competing part-
time nowadays and therefore with
the starting lineup determined by
the point standings, since he had
only ran in the season opener he
was relegated to starting back deep
in the field. But he was on the move
from drop of the green flag and
worked his way around Peters to
grab fifth in the running order on lap

25 as they raced off the fourth cor-
ner.

The eventʼs first caution waved
on lap 30, when seventh-running
Maupin and the lapped car of Rick
Pannell spun between turns three
and four.

The double-file restart had Shell
and VanDyke on the front row, with
McCarty and Hale alongside be-
hind them in row two. Where Shell
had led since the opening lap, off
the restart he was locked in a battle
for the lead with VanDyke, while
both McCarty and Hale were right
in the mix. 

VanDyke took the lead on lap 33
over Shell, with McCarty and Hale
waging their own war for the third
spot. Contact exiting the fourth turn
between McCarty and Hale on lap
35 resulted in McCarty spinning to
bring the caution out. With McCarty
being credited for the caution, Hale
was also deemed part of the inci-
dent by track officials and therefore
both drivers had to restart from rear
of the field.

Following yet another double-file
restart, the raceʼs final caution
waved before a lap could be com-
pleted. With several cars battling
for real estate, contact was made
racing off the fourth turn between
Hawkins and Maupin. Just past the
flag stand, suddenly the right-front
tire on Hawkinsʼ ride cut-down and
amidst a shower of sparks at end of
the straightaway both Hawkins and
Maupin tangled, with also Greg Bo-
hanon Jr. getting involved and spin-
ning. The red flag was displayed to
allow emergency personnel and
track officials to check on Hawkins,
whose car had come to a stop up
high against the outside wall
around turns one and two. Both
Maupin and Bohanon were able to
continue, while Hawkinsʼ race was

over on the hook of the wrecker
back into the pits.

Finally back under green for a
25-lap run to the finish, VanDyke
was showing the way out front over
Shell, Ferguson, Peters and Trent.
The front trio began to put some
distance between themselves and
others in pursuit, with Shell up-on-
the-wheel doing his best to get
around VanDyke. Lap-after-lap rac-
ing up off the corners, Shell would
stick his nose underneath leader
VanDyke, but racing down the
straightaway VanDyke would main-
tain his advantage.

Ferguson was lurking just a cou-
ple of car lengths behind VanDyke
and Shell, hoping they would get
together and open the door for him
to sneak by and steal a victory.
With the five-to-go signal given
from chief starter on the flag stand,
and with Shell glued to VanDykeʼs
rear bumper, many in attendance
wondered if Shell would use the
bump-and-run maneuver on the
final lap to overtake VanDyke. It
didn't happen, Shell raced
VanDyke clean.

VanDyke held his ground to
record the win over Shell, Fergu-
son, McCarty and Peters. Complet-
ing the top 10 finishers were Hale,
Trent, Maupin, Bohanon and Pan-
nell. The top nine cars finished on
the lead lap.

Royce Peters of Kingsport
jumped out to the lead over Chris
Tunnell at the drop of the green flag
in the 30-lap Street Stock feature
and remained out front until the
checkered flag waved to capture
his first victory of the season. Pe-
ters was closely followed across
the stripe by Tunnell, with Mark
Christian, Paul Shull and Greg
Grindstaff trailing. 

Billy Byington of Kingsport

moved to the early lead in the Pure
4 feature over Jason Ketron and
Kenny Absher, but really you
couldʼve thrown a blanket over the
top 12 cars in the running order as
battles for position were taking
place all around “The Concrete
Jungle” with two- and three-wide
racing. 

Week-in and week-out racing
action in the Pure 4 division is
worth the price of admission, with
over 20 cars in the starting lineup
for each event run this season. By-
ington is having a remarkable start
through the first five races this sea-
son, as heʼs been a frequent visitor
to victory lane. He added another
trophy to his collection as he
recorded his fourth win over John
Ketron, Tim Abelseth, Jason Ketron
and Chris Neeley.

Kevin Canter of Abingdon
grabbed the lead over Jason Yates
at start of the Mod 4 feature and led
all 25 laps in recording his third
straight victory. Finishing third
through fifth, respectively, were
Jerry Miller, Chris Amburgey and
Larry Bowens.

Rob Austin of Castlewood, Va.,
made his first start of the season
one for the record books as he out-
ran Marty Tunnell, Jamie Mead-
ows, Dennis Arnold and Jeremy
Draughn to get the Pure Street win.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC - Rain from

a tropical cyclone, which will begin
affecting North Carolinaʼs Crysta
Coast later today and tomorrow,
has forced Carteret County Speed-
way to cancel the Interstate Batter-
ies Memorial Classic.

As of 9am on Saturday, there is
a 70 percent chance of rain all day
and night on Sunday, May 29th.
With racers coming from all across
the Mid-Atlantic, Carteret County
Speedway has pulled the plug to
save racers time and money so
they wonʼt drive several hours just
to not be able to compete.

The $20,000 purse that was
posted for Sundayʼs race will be
applied to a future race this sum-
mer and an additional race will be
added to the 2016 schedule to
make up for the cancellation.
Those make-up dates will be an-
nounced at a later date by Carteret
County Speedway.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
atwww.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” Carteret County Speedway
on Facebook (www.facebook.com
/carteretcoswy) or follow @carteret
coswy on Twitter (www.twitter.com
/carteretcoswy).
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Kres VanDyke makes this his third visit to Kingsport Speedwayʼs
victory lane this season. (Randall Perry Photo)



Volunteer
Speedway

BULLS GAP, TN -
Volunteer Speedway
hosted second round
of the Fastrak Racing
Series 11th annual
Memorial Day week-
end Triple Crown on
Saturday, and just as
he had done the night
before at Princeton
(W.Va.) Speedway,
Ross Bailes of Clover,
S.C., rolled to the
$2,000 victory.

David Smith was
fastest qualifier of the

29 entries, running a quick lap at
12.942 seconds, while Bailes was
close behind at 12.944.

The four heat races were won by
Justin Williams, Dennis “Rambo”
Franklin, Smith and Walker Arthur,
with Joel Prosser winning the B-
main.

Franklin powered out to the lead
at drop of the green flag over
Williams and Arthur, while the sixth-
starting Bailes quickly moved into
the fourth spot ahead of Smith. The
eventʼs first caution waved on lap
4, when Philip Thompson spun be-
tween turns three and four.

Franklin and Williams brought
the field back up to speed off the
double-file restart, with Franklin
once again moving to the point
over Williams and Bailes. Racing
down the front straightaway hard
into the first turn on lap 11, Bailes
drove to the inside of Williams to
take away second place. 

After sizing up the leader

Franklin for a few circuits determin-
ing where to make his move, just
as he had done a few circuits ear-
lier, at the end of the front straight-
away on lap 15 Bailes sailed off into
the first corner and slid up the
banking in front of Franklin to take
a lead he would never relinquish.

A big crash brought the caution
out on lap 17 when Brandon Um-
berger slammed hard into the out-
side wall in the first turn, with Zack
Mitchell also involved. While a few
other caution periods would slow
the action, it was quite clear that
Bailes would get the victory unless
mechanical gremlins would sideline
him.

The 26-year-old Bailes captured
the win over Franklin, Arthur,
Williams and Matt Henderson.
Hendersonʼs strong fifth-place fin-
ish came after he had started deep
in the field at 22nd, after having
transferred in through the B-main
with a superb effort.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Smith, Benji Hicks, Chris
Steele, Gary Crittenden and Colby
Cannon.

The Fastrak Racing Series
Triple Crown will conclude on Sun-
day night at Wythe Raceway in
Rural Retreat, Va.

Andy Ogle grabbed the early
lead over John Tweed, Jason
Trammell, Bryson Dennis and
Heath Alvey in the Sportsman Late
Model feature. 

With Ogle up-on-the-wheel out
front, behind him Tweed was feel-
ing pressure from Trammell. After a
couple of circuits racing side-by-
side, Trammell finally completed

the pass to move into second
place. While Ogle had to contend
with the hard-charging Trammell,
other battles for position were tak-
ing place back through the field.

Lapped traffic would ultimately
factor into the outcome, as the vet-
eran Trammell, from Knoxville, cap-
italized on a slower car forcing Ogle
to change his line around the high
banks to make his move around
him for the lead with just a couple
of laps remaining. Trammell
recorded the victory over Ogle,
Tweed, Josh Fields and Jody Hor-
ton.

Shannon Emery of Morristown
jumped out to the lead over Chris
Rickett at start of the Modified
Street feature and cruised to his
first win of the season. Finishing
behind Emery and Rickett were Bill
Curl, Dale Reed and Jon Cook.

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - Reigning USAC

Southwest Sprint Car champion
R.J. Johnson has a habit of step-
ping it up on Memorial Day week-
end.

He did it again on Saturday night
by racing to victory lane in the
opening leg of the Fifth Annual
“Salute to Indy” atop the 1/3-mile
Canyon Speedway Park clay oval
for his fifth triumph in the last seven
Memorial Day weekend events
over the past four years.

While Johnson ruled the USAC
Southwest Sprint Car ranks, other
Saturday night winners includes
Josh Shipley in NAPA Non-Wing
Sprint Cars, Chuck Thornton in
IMCA Hobby Stock vs. Renegade
action, Dustin Cormany in Micro
Sprints and Jake Boyle in Mod
Lites.

On the first of two “Salute to
Indy” nights of action, three-time
USAC Southwest Sprint Car
champ R.J. Johnson gunned into
the lead at the outset and led all 30
laps aboard the Kodiak Prod-
ucts/Bealʼs Auto Body No. 77m
Sherman-chassis for his second
win of the year.

Johnson was chased to the line
by Nick Aiuto with Josh Pelkey,
Brian Hosford and 17th-starter Lan-
don Cling rounding out the top five.

In NAPA Non-Wing Sprint Car
action, Josh Shipley rallied from six
rows deep to take the checkered
flag ahead of Dustin Cormany with
Cody Batten, Kyle Shipley and
Zack Madrid rounding out the top
five.

Chuck Thornton raced from the
fifth starting position to capture his
second Scottsdale Muffler & Auto-
motive IMCA Hobby Stock vs.
Renegade win of the year ahead of

12th-starter Jason Crowe with Ash-
ley Stafford, Richard Bennett and
Jacob Madrid in the top five.

Dustin Cormany raced from the
pole position to snare his second
Power 600 Micro Sprint feature win
of the season in front of Mason
Keefer and Ryan Hennessey while
Jake Boyle notched his first West-
ern Mod Lite feature win of the year
at CSP ahead of 10th-starter Steve
Moriarty and Brenden Priest.
Dodge City Raceway Park

DODGE CITY, KS - Those living
in and around Dodge City, Kansas
can go ahead and set their Satur-
day night plans for the month of
June.  And those plans should in-
clude being at Dodge City Race-
way Park.

The 3/8-mile clay oval in south-
west Kansas will be in action every
Saturday night in June, building up
to the blockbuster $10,000-to-win
NCRA/NSL Sprint Car “Steve King
Memorial” event on July 1-2.

Following an idle Memorial Day
weekend at the state-of-the-art fa-
cility, the busy month of June kicks
off Saturday night, June 4, with the
return of Late Models to the Dodge
City track.

NCRA Late Models will headline
the June 4 card with IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks in action as
well.

Three consecutive weekends of
championship chase action will fol-
low on June 11, June 18 and June
25.  The Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Cars will be in action
on both June 11 and June 18 with
the IMCA Modifieds, IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks in action dur-
ing each of the June 11, June 18
and June 25 nights.

All four June events will get
under way at 7:30 p.m.

With the opening five nights of
the season already in the books,
early leaders in the trackʼs champi-
onship point chases include Taylor
Velasquez in Precise Racing Prod-
ucts DCRP Sprint Cars, Nick Link
in IMCA Modifieds, Kevin Tabor in
IMCA Sport Modifieds, Michael
Pepper in IMCA Stock Cars and
Cody Davis in IMCA Hobby Stocks.

The complete 2016 schedule of
events at Dodge City Raceway
Park is available at
www.dodgecityraceway.com/sched
ule/.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
www.dodgecityraceway.com.
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Ross Bailes won over Dennis Franklin at the 11th annual Memorial
Day Weekend Triple Crown at Volunteer Speedway. (Randall Perry
photo)



Antioch
Speedway

MORGANTON,
SC - Brian Carswell
#13 from Morganton
took the lead on the
second lap and went
on to easily win the
Limited Sportsman
race Saturday night at
Antioch Speedway.
David Minton #58 fin-
ished second. Track
officials decided to run
the Heintz Perform-
ance CrateUSA Modi-
fieds with the Limited
Sportsmans and Mod-

ified driver Colby Wilson #10 fin-
ished third. Nathan Starnes #0
finished fourth and Kenny Wilson
#26 driving a Modified rounded out
the top five.

Ronnie Vasser #77 from Mor-
ganton overcame several problems
to win his fourth consecutive Heintz
Performance Renegade V8 race.
Buster Duckworth #71 led the first
four circuits and he and John
Reynolds #55 tangled going into
turn three sending  Duckworth into
the outside retainer wall. Reynolds
took the lead on the restart with
Joey Barker #16 and Vasser  [who
had  to start in the rear due to a
three race win rule] in hot pursuit.
On lap six Barker took the lead but
could only lead one lap when he
had engine problems dropping him
from competition. Vasser brought
out a caution when his right front
tire went flat. Vasserʼs  pit crew
worked feverishly cutting away
bars that had been pushed back
into the tire. Vasser was able to
stay on the lead lap. Reynolds went
on to take the checkered flag.
Vasser was closing at the end but
had to settle for second. Duckworth
passed Tim Moretz #M1 when
Moretzʼs engine let go on the last
lap coming off turn four. Moretz
crossed the line in fourth. At post
race inspection Reynolds was dis-
qualified when he was found to be
running an illegal clutch. Duckworth
was also disqualified for a non ap-
proved  transmission. Vasser was
then placed in the winnerʼs circle.
Moretz was moved to second. Tyler
Bennett #37  finished third, Cody
Young #82 fourth and Dale Moore
#87 fifth.

John McElrath #63 from Mor-
ganton led flag to flag easily win-
ning  the TJs Motorsports
Warehouse PS V8/Thunder
Bombers race. Last weekʼs winner
Randy Powell #88 finished second.
Tim Moretz # 4 finished fourth.
Mike Brown #11 finished fourth.

Justin Davis #13 rounded out the
top five.

Tim Bristol #33s from Morganton
won the  A & A Automotive Super
Stock Four event. Steve Annas #7
finished second. Richie Vasser #8
passed Paul Butler #B4 with three
laps remaining to finish third. Butler
finished fourth and Zach Hill #33
finished fifth.

Josh Anthony #2 from Morgan-
ton won his third consecutive RPM
Graphics Pure Stock Four race.
Phillip Benfield #60 led the first two
circuits until Anthony was able to
overtake Benfield for the lead. Ben-
field slid back to fourth but quickly
worked his way back to second.
Benfield and Anthony tangled on
lap eight causing both cars to spin
coming off turn two. Both cars were
able to continue and quickly work
their way back to cross the finish
line first and second. B J Link #21
finished third. Josh Baldwin #17 fin-
ished fourth. John Reed #81 fin-
ished fifth.

Isaac Wheeler #57 from Mor-
ganton won a very competitive Tire
Maxx Extreme FWD race. Blake
Walker #0G took the lead at the
drop of the green with Ricky Huff-
man #78 and Wheeler in hot pur-
suit. Wheeler managed to get by
Huffman on lap three and set his
sights on Walker. Walker managed
to hold Wheeler off until his racer
jumped out of gear on a restart.
Wheeler led the last four circuits to
take the checkered flag. Huffman
second. Walker crossed the line
with transmission problems in third.
Donald Dotson #99 finished fourth
and Jacob Tarin #2 finished fifth.

Isaac Wheeler #57 from Mor-
ganton won the winner take all En-
duro race by missing accidents and
staying out of trouble.

Saturday June 4th the feature
event will be Twin 15 lap main
events for the Late Norman Mo-
tors.com Fastrak Pro Late Models.
Along with the Heintz Performance
Renegade  V8ʼs, TJ Motorsports
Warehouse PSV8ʼs/Thunder
Bombers, A & A Automotive Super
Stock Fours, RPM Graphics Pure
Stock Fours, Tire Maxx Extreme
FWDʼs and the East Burke Towing
Young Guns. Gates open at 4:30.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway presented the
Third Annual Selinsgrove Ford/
United Racing Club Kramer Cup
Saturday, May 28, to honor the
memory of sprint car racing legend
Kramer Williamson of Palmyra,
who succumbed to injuries he sus-
tained in a sprint car racing acci-
dent at the Lincoln Speedway in

Abbottstown in 2013. The tribute
race marked the second event of
the season at Selinsgrove sanc-
tioned by the United Racing Club
360 sprint cars. 

There is an old saying that
sometimes it is better to be lucky
than good. Saturday night's
Newville Family of Companies/
United Racing Club 360 Sprint Car
Kramer Cup feature played out in a
way similar to that saying. It was
the misfortune of race-long leader
Eric Tomecek, who hit the third turn
wall with two to go, that handed the
lead to Mark Smith. Smith had just
finished a multi-lap side by side
battle with TJ Stutts for the runner
up spot when Tomecek wrecked. 

Smith got a good start over
Stutts on lap 28 and left Jason
Shultz and Stutts in battle for sec-
ond on his way to his second
Kramer Cup win and his 17th ca-
reer Selinsgrove Speedway win.
Smith has won eight URC events at
the track since 2012. Saturday
nightʼs $2,573 victory was Smithʼs
second of the season at Selins-
grove driving the Mach 1 Chassis
No. 1 entry.

Smith, Stutts, Shultz, Josh
Weller, and Curt Michael were the
top five finishers. URC point leader
Davie Franek finished in sixth with
Troy Betts seventh. Robbie Still-
waggon, Ed Aikin, and Adam Car-
berry rounded out the top ten
finishers. 

Josh Weller, Robbie Stillwagon,
TJ Stutts, and Mark Smith won
heat races for the 34 360 Sprint
Car field with the B-Main being won
by Nate Snyder. Selinsgrove Ford
sponsored $73 to win all heat races
in memory of Williamson. Jordan
Thomas was the IBEW Local Elec-
trical Union 1319 Hard Charger by

advancing nine positions in the A-
main. 

Gene Knaub looked like a lock
to win the feature that was being
made up from April 30th for the
Jeff's Auto Body & Recycling Late
Models to kick off the nightʼs racing.
Knaub began to have mechanical
failure with three laps to go. A two-
second lead vanished and Steve
Campbell and Coleby Frye were on
the leader's tail when the field saw
two to go. Knaub withstood the
late-race challenges to hang on
and win his second career Selins-
grove feature and become the sec-
ond different winner in the class
this season. 

Campbell settled for second and
held off Frye who finished third. Jeff
Rine finished in fourth with Chad
Hollenbeck following in fifth. Tony
Adams, Jim Yoder, Dave Zona,
Matt Cochran, and Austin Berry
rounded out the top ten finishers.

Jeff Rine started from the front
row of the second Late Model fea-
ture of the night looking for his 98th
career Selinsgrove Speedway fea-
ture win. By lap nine Rine was in
lapped traffic while Steve Campbell
worked his way to the front. Rine
looked to have the field covered
when a late race restart gave
Campbell a shot at the leader.
Campbell was unable to make the
move around Rine on the restart
and Rine drifted out of Campbellʼs
reach to the win. 

Campbell was able to hold off
polesitter Chris Casner for second.
The second place finish was
Campbellʼs third runner-up finish in
the three Late Model races this
year at the track. Casner had to
settle for third. Tony Adams and
Bryan Bernheisel finished out the
top five finishers. 
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Brian Carswell lead the race from the second lap to the checkered
flag Saturday night at Antioch Speedway. (Antioch Speedway
photo)



Eldora
Speedway 

ROSSBURG, OH
- Christopher Bell
started sixth and shot
to the lead like from a
cannon on his way to
win the NRA Sprint In-
vaders portion of the
Johnny Appleseed
Classic by Miller Lite
Sunday night at Eldora
Speedway.

Bell, who won last
yearʼs NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series race at Eldora,
made all the right

moves through traffic to defeat
Rico Abreu. Both are full-time in the
Truck Series.

“I love this place,” said Bell, who
hails from Norman, Oklahoma.
“This is my favorite track. Itʼs al-
ways good to beat Rico. We were
teammates for a long time and now
we get to race each other every-
where we go. Weʼve both made
this pavement transition together.”

Abreu, from St. Helena, Califor-
nia, was second, while Randy Han-
nagan, Butch Schroeder and Kyle
Sauder rounded out the top-five.

Matt Miller, from Waterville,
Ohio, came out of “retirement” and
won the Sunoco American Late
Model A-Feature. It was the fifth
time in the last six years he has
won on Memorial Day weekend at
Eldora.

“The track conditions are the
way we like it,” said Miller, who
started 11th. “I havenʼt raced in a
while – I raced last week – but we
had a little rust on the driver. I had
a horrendous restart in a heat race
there. The car was phenomenal
and we put the right tires on. It was
a matter of being smart and not
putting ourselves in a bad positon.
I love racing here and I love racing
in front of the fans here.”

The strong performance by the
2005 Dirt Late Model Dream win-
ner and Rick DeLong team puts
them amongst the favorites for the
22nd running of the $100,000-to-
win Dirt Late Model Dream Week-
end in just 10 days time.

Richmond, Indianaʼs Duane
Chamberlain led early, but he suf-
fered mechanical issues while
leading with 13 laps to go.

Veteran Jeff Babcock, from
Wayne, Ohio, finished second after
starting 10th. Joe Godsey was
third, while Scott James and Rusty
Schlenk rounded out the top-five.

Joey Kramer started second and
led all 20 laps of Sunday UMP
Modified division race.

“I wasnʼt sure how much of a
lead I had,” Kramer said. “Iʼm glad
the one caution came out because
of the lapped traffic. I didnʼt know
where to go. The car was pretty
good. It was nice to get a win
tonight.”

Kramer scored his 150th career
feature win at Eldora in 2012, his
200th last Thursday at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds Mile in Indi-
anapolis but considers victory lane
at Eldora to be the ultimate honor
for a dirt track racer.

Jeff Koz, from Lima, Ohio, was
second, with Michiganʼs Brian
Ruhlman, Brandon Ramsey and
Brian Post placing in the top-five.

Barney Craig, from Cridersville,
Ohio, managed to hold off succes-
sive slide jobs by Chris Douglas,
form Lima, Ohio, to win the Eldora
stock car race. Paul Pardo was
third with Jordan Conover coming
home fourth. Pole sitter Rob Trent
finished fifth.

“I love this place,” Craig said.
“We had a good race car. Thank
the fans for coming out. My mother
always liked this place.”

The next event on the schedule
is the 22nd annual Dirt Late Model
Dream by Ferris Mowers on June
9-10-11 kicking off with #Na-
tionalEarlDay on Thursday, June
9th. Tickets can be purchased by
calling (937) 338-3815 or going to
www.EldoraSpeedway.com. They
are also available at the box office
during normal business hours.

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - R.J. Johnson fin-

ished off a sweep of the weekendʼs
Fifth Annual “Salute to Indy” by rac-
ing to victory lane in Sunday nightʼs
USAC Southwest Sprint Car finale
atop the 1/3-mile Canyon Speed-
way Park clay oval.

While the reigning USAC South-
west Sprint Car champion exerted
his dominance, other Sunday night

winners included Shon Deskins in
both NAPA Non-Wing Sprint Cars
and Micro Sprints, Bradley Stafford
in IMCA Hobby Stocks vs. Rene-
gades and John Priest in Mod
Lites.

Johnson made it six wins in the
last eight “Salute to Indy” events
over the past four years and his
second sweep by taking the check-
ered flag in the Kodiak Prod-
ucts/Bealʼs Auto Body No. 77m
Sherman-chassis.

This time, Johnson raced from
sixth to take the win ahead of Bruce
St. James with 10th-starter Matt
Rossi, 12th-starter Brian Hosford
and Dustin Burkhart rounding out
the top five as Mike Martin rallied
from 22nd to finish sixth.

Racing action continues at
Canyon Speedway Park on Satur-
day night, June 11, with the annual
Summer Sizzle event featuring
Late Models, Arizona Differential
IMCA Modifieds, Allscapes IMCA
Stock Cars vs. SCRA Stock Cars,
Scottsdale Muffler & Automotive
IMCA Hobby Stocks vs. Rene-
gades, Dwarf Cars and Power 600
Micro Sprints.

Rockford Speedway
Between three different rain

storms, fans at Rockford Speed-
way were treated to an action-
packed racing program on
Saturday evening.

With the first rains falling shortly
after 7 PM, the initial start of the
night was pushed back over an
hour. Just as the track was nearing
"race ready" conditions at 8 PM, a
second line of showers moved
across the track and through the
area. Following that set back, track
drying began again and by 9 PM,
the Speedway was read for action. 

After each group of cars were
granted a set of Hot Laps, features
were set to be contested for each
of the four divisions on hand (Stan-

ley Steemer NASCAR Late Mod-
els, Bargain Hunter Sportsman,
Kickstart Roadrunners and Central
States Super Cups).

The trend of exciting Stanley
Steemer NASCAR Late Model fea-
tures continued Saturday night, as
race fans witnessed seven different
lead changes in the 30 lap main
event. At the drop of the green flag,
outside pole sitter Jon Reynolds Jr
slipped ahead of polesitter Jim
Olson, and claimed the lead for the
race's first ten laps. As Reynolds
paced the field early, new track
record holder Michael Bilderback
and defending track champion
Jake Gille made their way forward,
catching Reynolds on lap eight.
The lead trio raced tightly for three
laps before Gille ground his way
into the lead, sliding ahead of
Reynolds on the eleventh lap.
Bilderback soon followed suit and
claimed second spot a lap later.
Over the course of the next 15 laps,
Bilderback and Gille waged a ter-
rific side-by-side duel, which saw
the lead change hands five differ-
ent times. On the 28th lap, Bilder-
back back brushed past Gille and
seemed to inherit the lead for good.
But soon after, Gille reached the
back bumper of Bilderback, send-
ing the leader around in the second
corner. The contact put Bilderback
sideways and brought out a yellow
flag, setting up a green-white-
checkered finish. Both drivers were
sent to the tail of the field for their
involvement in the incident, giving
lead back to Reynolds. 

On the restart, Wayne Freimund
and Adam Peschek made contact
coming off the second corner, put-
ting Peschek into the wall and flat-
tening his tire. With a flat tire,
Peschek lost control in turn three
and backed into the wall, bringing
out the yellow flag. The yellow gave
the field one more shot at Reynolds
and also allowed both Bilderback
and Gille a chance to utilize the
'restart cone.' On the final green
flag, Reynolds ran off to victory,
while Bilderback and Gille were
able to climb back into the top five,
with Bilderback finishing fourth and
Gille fifth. Late Model rookie Kelly
Evink had his best outing of the
year, finishing the race in second
place, while Tom Gille persevered
throughout the 30 laps and col-
lected third place. 

Before the Kickstart Roadrun-
ners could hit the track for their 20
lap main event, the rains returned
for a final time, washing out the
final race of the evening. The
Roadrunner feature will now be
made up on Saturday night July 23,
creating "double features".
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R. J. Johjnson is joined by his family in Canyon Speedway Parkʼs
victory lane after a weekend sweep. (CSP/Schnarzy photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Follow-
ing a national talent
search, 18 multicul-
tural and female ath-
letes earned invita
tions to compete in the
first-ever national
NASCAR Drive For Di-
versity® (D4D) Crew
Member Development
Combine today in
Concord, North Car-

olina. 
Former college football, basket-

ball, softball and track and field ath-
letes will be evaluated based on a
series of fitness, agility and pit crew
drills at the NASCAR Research &
Development Center. 

The 10 top-performing partici-
pants will be invited to join the
NASCAR D4D Crew Member De-
velopment Program, operated by
Rev Racing, and receive expert
training as tire changers, carriers
and jackmen, with the goal of gain-
ing fulltime employment with
NASCAR national series race
teams.

“As NASCAR Drive for Diversity
continues to grow and benefit from
national exposure, weʼre seeing
more and more athletes want to be
involved,” said Jim Cassidy,
NASCAR senior vice president of
racing operations. "This is a great
way to introduce top competitors to
NASCAR and provide the opportu-
nity to one day shine in our sport's
biggest events."

Earlier this year, NASCAR and
Rev Racing hosted tryouts at six

universities spanning coast to
coast – from Norfolk State Univer-
sity to San Diego State University
– as part of a revamped crew mem-
ber scouting process. 

Twelve men and six women hail-
ing from 12 states and one U.S. ter-
ritory are now one step closer to a
career in NASCAR and will look to
impress during todayʼs four-hour
skills competition. 

“We are extremely excited about
the continued growth and evolution
of the Crew Member Development
Program,” said Max Siegel, CEO of
Rev Racing. “Our expanded col-
lege recruitment and outreach ef-
forts have attracted some of the
most talented and promising ath-
letes our program has seen yet.” 

Most D4D participants begin
with no motorsports background
and learn to apply athletic prowess
from their primary sport to the skills
required on NASCARʼs pit road.
Joshua Tate, an All-American foot-
ball player at Clark Atlanta Univer-
sity, recently tried out for the
Chicago Bears and is now hoping
to go professional in motorsports.

Former Norfolk State point
guard Brehanna Daniels could fol-
low in the footsteps of Emily Cox, a
D4D alum who now pits regularly in
the NASCAR XFINITY Series and
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series. 

Jeremy Kimbrough, a former
Washington Redskins linebacker,
will attempt to join fellow NFL vet-
eran Andre Neblett in the D4D crew
member program, which has a 100
percent job placement rate for

graduates. Neblett played for the
Carolina Panthers and New Eng-
land Patriots and was accepted to
D4D as part of the programʼs on-
going open enrollment. 

There are 35 current and former
D4D crew members working in
NASCAR, including 23 graduates
in the sportʼs top series – the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series. In No-
vember, Roush Fenway Racing
team members Mike Russell and
Raphael Diaz became the first D4D
graduates to win a national series
championship when No. 60 driver
Chris Buescher clinched the
NASCAR XFINITY Series title.

NASCAR D4D pit crew member
combine participants include: 

First Last, Hometown, Univer-
sity, Primary Sport

Robert Clay, Nashville, Tenn.,
Alcorn State University, Football

Kasuela Cooper, Charleston,
Mo., VA State University,

Basketball
Paris Cotman, Richmond, Va.,

VA State University, Track & Field 
Brehanna Daniels, Norfolk, Va,.

Norfolk State University, Basketball
Myka Dixon, Baltimore, Md.,

Virginia State University, Track &
Field

Branden Dozier, Topeka, Kan., 
UNC Charlotte, Football

Kapil Fletcher, Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., University of Kansas, Football

Quinta Funderburk, Chesa-
peake, Va., Norfolk State Univer-
sity, Football

Jemond Hazely, Corona, Calif.,
San Diego State U, Football

Tedarian Johnson, Jackson,
Miss., U of Kansas, Football

Jeremy Kimbrough, Decatur,
Ga., ASU, Football

Corey King, Boca Raton, Fla.,
University of Kansas, Football

Toto'a Leilua, Leloaloa, AS,
Alcorn State University, Football

Lamar Neal, Virginia Beach, Va.,
Norfolk State University, Football

Breanna OʼLeary, Amarillo,
Texas, Alcorn State U, Softball

Jorden Paige, Buffalo, N.Y.,
Clark Atlanta University, Football

Diedra Smith, Aurora, Colo.,
San Diego State University, Bas-
ketball

Joshua Tate, Memphis, Tenn.,
Clark Atlanta University, Football

NASCAR D4D also offers a
driver development program, oper-
ated by Rev Racing, and each year
fields six drivers in the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series East and NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series. Suc-
cessful graduates now competing
in a national series include
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver
Kyle Larson and NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series drivers Darrell Wallace
Jr. and Daniel Suárez.
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ity NASCAR Drive for Diversity
Hosts First National Pit Crew

Combine

NASCAR Drive for Diversity participants take part in the first
NASCAR D4D Pit Crew National Combine at NASCAR Research
and Development Center on May 27, 2016 in Concord, North Car-
olina. (Blaine Ohigash/Getty Images photo)

Fitness is a major part of being in on a pit crew, so the D4D participants went through the rigors of
staying in shape. (Blaine Ohigash/Getty Images photo)


