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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL – Jeff Gor-
don couldnʼt sleep dur-
ing the Rolex 24 Hours
of Daytona last week-
end.

Sure, the sound of
sports cars of all
shapes, sizes and
speed created a thun-
derous backdrop all
around the 3.56-mile
Daytona International
Speedway road
course. A sellout infield
crowd also made their

share of noise.
But Gordonʼs problem was an

adrenaline rush of being a
driver in the premier sports
car race in the U.S.

“I was glued to the TV
every second, every lap,”
Gordon said. “I couldn't
sleep because I wanted to
watch these guys do what
they did in the rain, in the
cold, in the most treacher-
ous conditions, and they
did it at a level, that I'll be honest,
I'm not capable of doing, and I was
so impressed.”

Gordon returned from his motor
coach to the Wayne Taylor Racing
pit stall with six hours remaining.
He was wearing his driverʼs suit, al-
though he knew his time behind the
wheel of the winning Cadillac DPi-
V.R was done.

All that was left was six hours of
grueling anticipation.

“Then you go to the last stint in
this final race of a 24�hour race and
you see it come down to that, and it
was a thrill of a lifetime, and I'm just
so honored to be sitting here and
be a part of this experience,” he
said.

After winning 93 Cup Series
races and four championships,
Gordon originally planned to retire
last year. 

He was called into duty to re-
place Dale Earnhardt Jr. for eight
races while he recovered from a
concussion.

But there always was a missing
piece to his iconic career – the 24
Hours of Daytona.

“This is very surreal to me, this
whole experience and moment, to
have this on my résumé, it's a very
elite group that's won the Daytona
500 and the Rolex 24 together,” he
said. 

“That's something I'm very, very
proud of.”

Gordon was so interested in the
24-hour race, he agreed to drive for

free. And he embraced a sports-car
tradition of allowing fans on pit road
before the race since itʼs something
most stock car drivers try to avoid.

“It was amazing there was an in-
credible crowd on the grid,” he said.
“There are so many amazing cars,
so I expect people to come out and
see this is a phenomenal race. That
is why I want to be
a part of it.

“I am having
fun driving a cool
car and being a
part of a big
event.”

Gordon has a
lot of trophies to

r e m i n d
him of his
s t o r i e d
c a r e e r ,
including
t h r e e
from the
Daytona
500. He
said the
w a t c h

awarded to the
race winners by
Rolex now ranks
as one of his fa-
vorites.

Although Gor-
don finished second with Wayne
Taylor in 2007 in his only other 24-
hour race, he admitted to being the
weakest link on the race-winning
team. But Taylor, along with his co-
driving sons Ricky and Jordan Tay-
lor and Max Angelelli had enough
confidence in the stock car driver to
give him a shift during a rainy night
that lasted 13 hours.

“You can sure tell the difference
with the drivers who have done it
before,” he said. “The Cadillac is
driving so well that helped a lot.
That is one of the toughest things I
have ever done. Sometimes it rains
harder and then lighter. You are try-
ing figure the dry line and the wet
line. It is a little hard to see through
the windshield when it is raining.
That was tough.

“I am glad I brought it back in
one piece. The car is 100-percent
improvement in the rain from the
last time. That last time I failed at
it.”

Gordon drove a total of 2 hours,
34 minutes.

Having checked off another goal
on his bucket list, Gordon was left
to think about making a run in the
24 Hours of Le Mans. But for now,
he wanted to celebrate an emo-
tional victory that came with Ricky

Taylorʼs bump-and-run pass of the
Action Express Cadillacʼs Flipe Al-
buquerque with seven minutes re-
maining.

“Iʼm trying to absorb this one
right now,” Gordon said. “You know,
I love this form of racing. And, I cer-
tainly love it here at Daytona and
Iʼm enjoying myself very much.

“The amount of laps Iʼve been
able to get in the car, even though

itʼs not as many as Iʼd like, itʼs still a
decent of amount and, if I did that
pretty much anywhere else, cer-
tainly Le Mans, thatʼs just impossi-
ble. That would make me a little
nervous and hesitant maybe.

“I love racing. When the right op-
portunity comes, and I can do a
one off-type race, Iʼd be interested.”

No matter how much sleep he
loses.
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Who Needs Sleep?

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:

Fast Forum 2 OffTrack 13
NASCAR News 3-4 OnTrack 14-15
NASCAR Media Tour 5-7 Wild West Shootout 16-17
CARS Tour 8 Chili Bowl 18-20
ARCA/CRA 9-11 DIRTcar Notebook 21-22
ARCA Racing 11 World of Outlaws-Sprint 23
P.A.S.S. 12 World of Outlaws-LM 24 & 26

Lucas Oil Dirt 25-26
ON THE COVER:

DALE EARNHARDT JR. - MATT THACKER/NKP
CARL EDWARDS - BOB LEVERONE/GETTY IMAGES

Jeff Gordon becomes just the fourth driver to win the Daytona 500 and Rolex 24 as
Wayne Taylor Racing, powered by an ECR engine, wins th Rolex 24 at Daytona.
Cadillac scores epic Rolex 24 at Daytona win with Taylors, Gordon, Angelelli.
(IMSA photo)

Welcome 2017 Race Fans!



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, Fla. FL –
NASCAR, in collabo-
ration with industry
stakeholders, an-
nounced today an en-
hanced competition
format that will be im-
plemented in all three
of its national series –
the Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series, the
NASCAR XFINITY Series and the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series.

Increasing the sense of urgency
and emphasizing aggressive racing
and strategy, the race format will
deliver more dramatic moments
over the course of an entire race
and season, with playoff point in-
centives on the line throughout.

The enhanced format consists of
the following:

· Races will now consist of three
stages, with championship implica-
tions in each stage.

· The top-10 finishers of the first
two stages will be awarded addi-
tional championship points.

· The winner of the first two
stages of each race will receive
one playoff point, and the race win-
ner will receive five playoff points.
Each playoff point will be added to
his or her reset total following race
No. 26, if that competitor makes the
playoffs.

· All playoff points will carry
through to the end of the third
round of the playoffs (Round of 8),
with the Championship 4 racing
straight-up at Homestead-Miami
Speedway for the title.

· Championship points following
the first two stages will be awarded
on a descending scale, with the
stage winner receiving 10 points,
second receiving 9 points, and so
on.

· The race winner following the
final stage will now receive 40
points, second-place will receive
35, third-place 34, fourth-place 33,
and so on.

“Simply put, this will make our
great racing even better,” said
Brian France, NASCAR chairman
and CEO. “Iʼm proud of the un-
precedented collaboration from our
industry stakeholders, each of
whom had a common goal –
strengthening the sport for our

fans. This is an enhancement fully
rooted in teamwork, and the result
will be an even better product every
single week.”

NASCAR also announced a
playoff bonus structure that will see
the regular season points leader
honored as the regular season
champion, earning 15 playoff
points that will be added to the dri-
verʼs playoff reset of 2,000. In addi-
tion, the top-10 drivers in points
leading into the playoffs will receive
playoff points, with second place
receiving 10 playoff points, third
place will earn 8 points, fourth
place will receive 7 points, and so
on. All playoff points will carry
through to the end of the Round of
8.

“These are enhancements that
the NASCAR fan has long sought,
and the entire industry has worked
hard to develop a better racing for-
mat for our fans,” said Steve
OʼDonnell, NASCAR executive vice
president and chief racing develop-
ment officer. “This format puts a
premium on every victory and
every in-race position over the
course of the season. Each point
can eventually result in winning or
losing a championship.”

NASCAR Unveils New
Brand Identity, Premier
Series Name and Mark
Premier Series to be

Named Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series

Beginning in 2017
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR unveiled a new official
brand identity which will replace the
bar mark used by the sanctioning
body since 1976. The announce-
ment was made in conjunction with
the news that Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series™ will be the
new name of the sportʼs premier

series beginning January 1, 2017.
The new brand mark and Mon-

ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
mark, which prominently features
the iconic Monster Energy logo, to-
gether represent a new era in
NASCAR and were first shared
today across NASCAR social and
digital media channels. 

The NASCAR brand identity has
been in development since early
2016 as part of a broader effort to
refresh the NASCAR brand. It was
designed to pay tribute to the sto-
ried history of NASCAR, incorpo-
rating elements of all four previous
marks since the companyʼs inau-
gural season of 1948. 

“Our new NASCAR mark is
modern, timeless, and embraces
the heritage of our sport,” said Jill
Gregory, NASCAR senior vice
president and chief marketing offi-
cer. “It was important for us to rec-
ognize our history and implement a
piece of each previous mark in the
new design. Our goal was to evolve
the sportʼs visual identity to make it
concise, relevant and functional,
while respecting and maintaining
the unique qualities of the original
mark.”

The first Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series points race
will be the 59th running of the Day-
tona 500 at Daytona International
Speedway on Feb. 26 (2 p.m. ET,
FOX, MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio). Tickets are available at
NASCAR.com/tickets.

Carl Edwards Steps Away
from NASCAR Racing;
Daniel Suarez will Drive

No. 19 in 2017
Joe Gibbs Racing announces

that driver Carl Edwards has
stepped away from racing in
NASCAR. 2016 NASCAR XFINITY
Series Champion Daniel Suárez
will drive the Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series No. 19 Toy-
ota Camry in 2017.

Edwards, 37, joined Joe Gibbs
Racing prior to the 2015 season
and amassed five wins, 16 top-five
and 33 top-10 finishes to go with
nine pole awards in his two sea-
sons with the organization. Over
his 13-year career in NASCARʼs
premiere series he totaled 28 wins,
124 top-five, and 220 top-10 fin-
ishes, along with 22 pole awards.
His 28 career wins ties him for 23rd
all-time in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series.

“This has been a very difficult
decision for me, but Iʼm confident
that it is the right one for several
reasons,” said Edwards. “It would
be impossible for me to thank
everyone I need to, but I do want to
take a moment to say I greatly ap-
preciate the support from Coach
and everyone at Joe Gibbs Racing,
especially my team and team-
mates, my sponsors and of course
my fans. I could not have a better
situation in racing than the one I
currently have, so stepping away
from that certainly took a lot of con-
sideration.”

Edwards was the 2005
NASCAR XFINITY Series Rookie
of the Year and captured the Series
Championship in 2007. He

(Continued on next page…)
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NASCAR Enhances On-Track Product with New

Stage-Based Race Format
Playoff Points, Regular Season Champion Incentives Highlight Updates

Carl Edwards wipes a tear from
his eye as he announces his re-
tirement from driving during a
press conference at Joe Gibbs
Racing on January 11, 2017 in
Charlotte, North Carolina. (BOB
LEVERONE/GETTY IMAGES
photo)



(Continued…)

amassed 38 wins in
the NASCAR XFINITY
Series in his career.
Edwards also won the
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
Rookie of the Year
honor in 2003 and to-
taled six career wins in
the Series.

“Certainly this was
not something that we
were expecting as we
prepared for the 2017
season,” said Joe
Gibbs, owner of Joe

Gibbs Racing. “However, it was
clear in our conversations with Carl
that he had given this careful con-
sideration and believes strongly
that it is the direction he needs to
go. We support him in that. We
loved having him be part of our
team the past two years and we will
miss him, but we hope he is happy
in whatever is next for his life.”

Daniel Suárez captured the
NASCAR XFINITY Series Champi-
onship in 2016 in just his second
full season in the Series. He is the
first foreign-born driver to win a
NASCAR Championship. He won
three races and earned 19 top-five
and 27 top-10 finishes along with
three pole awards last season.

“This is amazing. I really canʼt
believe it. It is my dream, but I did
not expect it right now,” said
Suárez. “I canʼt wait to get started.
I have a lot to learn, but I couldnʼt
ask for a better situation. I have the
support of a great team around

me.”
“I have so many people to thank

that helped get me to this point of
my career, starting with my family
of course, but it would be impossi-
ble for me to list everyone. I do
want to thank Coach (Gibbs) and
everyone at JGR for this opportu-
nity,. and I also want to thank
ARRIS, STANLEY, Subway, Inter-
state Batteries and Toyota for their
support. I canʼt wait for Daytona.”

Suárez will make his first-career
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries start in the Daytona 500 at
Daytona International Speedway
on February 26, 2017.

“We are thrilled for Daniel,” said
Gibbs. “Once we learned that Carl
would not return next season,
Daniel was really the obvious
choice to take the wheel of this
newly redesigned 2018 Camry.  He
will have a great team around him
and he will have great teammates
to lean on. This might be a bit ear-

lier than we anticipated, but he has
earned the opportunity and we are
excited for his future.”

The “Clash” is Back
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-

tona International Speedway will
rekindle one of its fan-favorite tra-
ditions next month in partnership
with Advance Auto Parts, a leading
automotive aftermarket parts
provider in North America. The Ad-
vance Auto Parts Clash will open
the 2017 NASCAR season under
the lights on the evening of Feb.
18, featuring an elite field of Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
drivers in a 75-lap sprint.

The annual all-star event was
first held in 1979, originally known
as the Busch Clash. A number of
name changes ensued over the
years, but now the once-iconic
label is back.

“The Clash was a classic race
name, one that truly resonated with

our fans,” said Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway President Chip
Wile. “It evokes the rich history of
both NASCAR and our facility. We
are honored to have Advance Auto
Parts – a company that resonates
with our current fans – join us as
we bring the name back to our
Speedweeks schedule. Weʼre com-
ing full-circle for this event, honor-
ing our past while also looking to
the future.”

In addition to the race entitle-
ment, Advance Auto Parts will also
serve as the Official Auto Parts
Store of DIS.

"Advance Auto Parts is proud
partner with Daytona International
Speedway to kick off the 2017
NASCAR season," said Advance
Auto Parts Marketing and Sponsor-
ships Manager Matt Davis. "Day-
tona is the birthplace of NASCAR
and we couldnʼt be more excited to
be the official auto parts of Daytona
International Speedway and enti-
tlement sponsor of the Advance
Auto Parts Clash."

The 75-lap/187.5-mile race will
be split into two segments, sepa-
rated by a mandatory caution pe-
riod at Lap 25. The race will be
broadcast live on FS1, MRN and
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio at 8 p.m. 

Recently-crowned seven-time
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Jimmie Johnson will
be part of the field that meets ex-
clusive criteria: 2016 pole winners,
former Clash champions, former
DAYTONA 500 pole winners who
competed full-time in 2016 and
Chase drivers from 2016 are eligi-
ble.
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NASCAR team owner Joe Gibbs, left, talks about adding NASCAR
driver Daniel Suarez, right, to his team during a press conference
at Joe Gibbs Racing. (BOB LEVERONE/GETTY IMAGES photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
– NASCAR revolution-
ized its national tour-
ing series competition
formats in a Monday
announcement that
kicked off the three-
day 35th Annual
NASCAR Media Tour
hosted by Charlotte
Motor Speedway.

The sanctioning
body worked with in-

dustry stakeholders, drivers, televi-
sion partners, team principals and
track executives to develop a race
format that rewards risk taking and
aggressive strategy while adding
importance to every race.

Races will consist of three
stages, the first two of which will
pay points to the top-10 finishers on
a sliding scale. The first and sec-
ond stage winners earn one point
toward the 16-driver playoffs
should they qualify, while the over-
all race winner will receive five
playoff points and 40 championship
points.

NASCAR Chairman and CEO
Brian France said the new format
will be “more compelling on an
hour-by-hour basis, week-in and
week-out.”

Former drivers-turned-
announcers Jeff Gordon and Jeff
Burton joined one driver from each
manufacturer to speak on behalf of
the competition enhancements,
which also include referring to
NASCARʼs 10-race postseason as
“the Playoffs” instead of “the

Chase.”
“I think this is going to enhance

the experience for the competitors
as well as the fans at home,” said
Gordon, a four-time Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series cham-
pion.

Chevrolet driver Dale Earnhardt
Jr., Ford driver Brad Keselowski
and Toyotaʼs Denny Hamlin
stressed the enhancements will
benefit the industry and its ardent
supporters.

“There are no off weeks. Every
single race matters,” Hamlin said.
“Not only that but every lap of every
race matters. Each accomplish-
ment makes your road to Home-
stead-Miami (for the season finale)
a little bit easier.”

Earnhardt said the bonus points
carrying through the playoffs give
drivers more incentive to battle
every lap.

“The stages are going to bring a
lot of excitement for the drivers and
the fans,” Earnhardt added. “This
generates a lot of interest in every
part of an event. Itʼs an exciting
time for NASCAR.”

Keselowski said the “single-file,
ride-it-out days are gone. Iʼm really
pumped about that.”

The changes will go into effect in
the season-opening races next
month at Daytona International
Speedway.

“Everyone had some great input,
but it all came back to whatʼs going
to be great for the fans,” Speedway
Motorsports, Inc. President and
CEO Marcus Smith said.

CHARLOTTE, NC – Tuesday
morningʼs portion of the 35th An-
nual NASCAR Media Tour hosted
by Charlotte Motor Speedway saw
four Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series drivers discuss the three-
stage race format enhancements
announced on Monday.

Seven-time and defending se-
ries champion Jimmie Johnson and
Hendrick Motorsports teammate
Chase Elliott believe the three-
stage format will make each race
more dramatic for drivers, teams
and fans.

“Thereʼs incentive to go out
there and perform,” Johnson said.
“As a competitor, itʼs tough to say
thatʼs going to change much of
what I do. But I know there will be
opportunities where that (bonus)
point (for winning one of the first
two stages) matters for someone. It
might take people from being at the
100-percent mark to being even
more desperate and creating those
storylines.

Elliott said he looks forward to
the challenge.

“I think weʼre all trying real hard,
as is, but I do think itʼs going to add
another level of strategy and how
youʼre going to approach a race,
whether you want to win a segment
or position yourself for the next
round,” he added. “If youʼre leading
the race, why not be rewarded for
it?”

Furniture Row Racing drivers
Martin Truex Jr. and Erik Jones
also spoke in favor of the enhance-
ments.

“I think everybodyʼs excited
about it. I know I am,” Truex said.
“You can get points throughout the
whole season and being able to
those into the playoffs is really ex-
citing for us, coming off a year like
last year when we did a lot of great
things and had a lot of high mo-
ments and bright spots that we
couldʼve gained those bonus points
that wouldʼve helped us in the play-
offs. Itʼll be a benefit to our race
team in particular.”

Jones, fresh off an XFINITY Se-
ries title-contending year with Joe
Gibbs Racing, will compete in his
third different series and format in
as many years.

“Growing up, the only format I
knew was the traditional (champi-
onship) format,” Jones said. “This
is different but itʼs pretty well-un-
derstood by the drivers and we
know what we need to do … Itʼs
challenging but as drivers we adapt
pretty well and we just run the best
we can.”

CHARLOTTE, NC – Tuesday af-
ternoonʼs portion of the 35th Annual
NASCAR Media Tour hosted by
Charlotte Motor Speedway kicked
off with JR Motorsports driver and
NASCAR XFINITY Series rookie
William Byron. The Charlotte, North
Carolina, native won seven Camp-
ing World Truck Series last year
and led the field for 22 percent of
all the laps he ran in 2016, justifying
his progression to the XFINITY Se

(Continued on next page…)
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Day One:
NASCAR Makes Sweeping
Changes to Race Formats

NASCAR executives, drivers and industry leaders discuss the
sanctioning body's race format enhancements during Monday's
portion of the 35th Annual NASCAR Media Tour hosted by Char-
lotte Motor Speedway. (CMS/HHP photo)

Day Two:
Drivers Sound Off on

Format Enhancements

Seven-time Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series champion Jim-
mie Johnson discusses the upcoming season during the 35th An-
nual NASCAR Media Tour hosted by Charlotte Motor Speedway on
Tuesday. (Andrew Coppley photo)

Day Two:
William Byron

Ready to Take on
XFINITY Series 



(Continued…)

ries.
“Iʼm really excited

to take Liberty Univer-
sity with us to the
XFINITY Series and
get the season
started,” said Byron,
who is taking classes
at the school during
his off-days. “The
XFINITY Series
schedule will be a lot
tighter this year, but
hopefully itʼs a seam-
less transition.”

Where Byron
would like to better his

2016 Camping World Truck Series
campaign is in the finish. A 27th-
place finish, thanks to an unlucky
engine issue, at Phoenix left him
out of championship contention in
the finale at Homestead, a race he
won from the pole position.

“It was an unfortunate situation
last year, but you canʼt really look
at that,” Byron said.

“I think if we do have a good
season this year and if we have a
situation like that come up again it
feels a lot more comforting we can
get through to Homestead with our
previous success throughout the
year. Iʼm just glad the sport keeps
trying to innovate itself.”

CHARLOTTE, NC – Stewart-
Haas Racing drivers Kurt Busch
and Danica Patrick discussed their
teamʼs move from Chevrolet to
Ford during the 35th Annual
NASCAR Media Tour hosted by
Charlotte Motor Speedway on
Tuesday at the Charlotte Conven-
tion Center.

Busch, who won Fordʼs most re-
cent Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series championship while
with Roush Fenway Racing in
2004, drove Dodges for Team
Penske from 2006-ʼ11. Busch pi-
loted Chevrolets for Phoenix Rac-
ing, Furniture Row Racing and
Stewart-Haas prior to his return to
Ford, the manufacturer with whom
he entered the series in 2000.

“It is a special homecoming feel-
ing to head back to work with Ford
and to have them (work) with our
power and bodies at Stewart-Haas
Racing,” Busch said. “It really feels
neat to come back to a place where
Iʼve seen the faces before and the
structure has been polished.

Thereʼs more depth with Ford Per-
formance. The whole gang is ready
and willing to help in all areas and
directions.”

Patrick has driven Chevrolets
since she debuted in NASCARʼs
top series in 2012. SHRʼs manu-
facturer switch, Patrick said, should
benefit her team.

“The goal is to do better all the
time,” said Patrick, who finished
24th in points in 2015 and ʻ16.
“Hopefully some of the things that
have changed within our team, the
big one being changing over to
Ford, will open up some opportuni-
ties and possibilities and just pure
potential for the team and we can
improve. Hopefully thereʼs more
room to improve now.

“Thatʼs exciting to me. Iʼm opti-
mistic and hopefully it will be some-
thing that makes a difference.”

CHARLOTTE, NC – Joe Gibbs
Racing driver Kyle Busch spoke
with media during Tuesday after-
noonʼs segment of the 35th Annual
NASCAR Media Tour hosted by
Charlotte Motor Speedway. Below
are some of Buschʼs comments
from his media availability.

On having input in NASCARʼs
race format enhancements: “The
Drivers Council had a little bit of say
in all of that. Obviously it was a
huge industry-wide (decision). All
the stakeholders were involved ... I
think late-December and January
was when the decisions were fi-
nally being made but some of the
ideas that were shared earlier on
were last yearʼs Council's (ideas)
as well.”

On teammate Carl Edwardsʼ re-
tirement: It was certainly a shock to
the entire industry, but also to us as
a team at Joe Gibbs Racing. It was
a shock to me. It was something
that I didnʼt expect to see happen. I
know that Carl ran really hard and
really strong there at the end of the
year and was probably the car to
beat at Homestead. He had the
best car all weekend long and was
the fastest guy. … He had a shot to
win the championship and then all
of a sudden he just decides he
doesnʼt want to do it anymore.
Thatʼs kind of a shock to everyone
I would presume. Itʼs his own deci-
sion to make and youʼve got to give
(respect) to a guy when he says
heʼs had enough and heʼs done
and he walks away. If that contin-
ues to hold true then more power to
him but if thereʼs something else

waiting in the wings, weʼll all have
to wait to find out.”

On working with rookie team-
mate Daniel Suarez: “Heʼs very
eager, thatʼs for sure. He definitely
was either told by Coach (Joe
Gibbs, the team owner) or (Execu-
tive Vice President of XFINITY Se-
ries Operations and Development)
Steve DeSouza that, ʻHey, youʼd
better go use the resources as
much as you can, so go use Kyle,ʼ
because we were teammates in the
XFINITY Series. His rookie season
in XFINITY, he came to me every
single Thursday. I pretty much
knew it said on the calendar,
ʻDaniel Suarez phone call, 3
oʼclock.ʼ We would talk about that
weekendʼs race track and what to
expect and practice and tire wear
and everything else. During our
practice breaks if I didnʼt have to go
back to my Cup hauler heʼd come
over to my hauler and heʼd be right
there. He wore me out but it wasnʼt
a bad thing. Then, weʼd go back to
the race tracks for the second time
and Iʼd be like, ʻNo, no, you canʼt do
this again. Youʼve already been
there once.  I already gave you
everything I knew the first time, so
no more.ʼ This past year he came
to me a couple times and I said,
ʻHey, you donʼt use me as much as
you used to,ʼ and he says, ʻYou told
me not to.ʼ And I said, ʻNo, I didnʼt
say you couldnʼt. Just do it spar-
ingly, like once every five weeks or
so.ʼ Now he has me, Matt
(Kenseth), Denny (Hamlin) and
Martin (Truex Jr.). I would be once
every five weeks again. That
works. Thatʼs good.”

CHARLOTTE, NC – “Remem-
ber me?”

Thatʼs how Clint Bowyer kicked
off the final portion of Tuesdayʼs
35th Annual NASCAR Media Tour
hosted by Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. Bowyer certainly had an extra
pep in his step and showed off his
charismatic personality, both of
which were sorely missed during a
tough 2016 season.

Bowyer, an eight-time Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series win-
ner, scored just three top-10 fin-
ishes last season. A switch to
Stewart-Haas Racing for 2017
could be just the change he needs.

“A lot of thought goes into the
new season, with a new life, a new
chance, new crack at bat, new
sponsor, new teammates and a
new organization,” said Bowyer,

who will pilot the No. 14 Ford for
SHR. “What an unbelievable op-
portunity it is to go out and do what
you love to do, and do it in first-
class equipment.

“Thereʼs no fluff and buff (at
SHR); no sales pitch when you
walk through the door. Itʼs just guys
with their heads down, working,
digging and building race cars that
go fast – and those are the kinds of
hot rods you want to be in.”

One of Bowyerʼs new team-
mates, Kevin Harvick, is proof that
the switch to SHR can be a career-
defining move. In his first three
years with SHR, Harvick has 12
wins and captured the first champi-
onship of his career in 2014. He fol-
lowed that up with a second-place
finish in 2015.

During this past offseason, SHR
announced it was switching manu-
facturers from Chevrolet to Ford.
Harvick called the change a “mas-
sive undertaking,” but a switch that
shouldnʼt yield any setbacks.

“Everybodyʼs a little anxious to
get on the track. The hardest things
come from a technology side and
pulling things out of a database and
simulation – but we may never
miss a beat on the race track, and
thatʼs our goal,” said Harvick. “We
want to come out of the box strong
and run for another championship.

“I think you have to … be realis-
tic about everything. I think there
are still things to be realistic with
expectations. We all know that. We
just need a direction and know
where we stand. Itʼs all going to be
good and weʼll make it that way.”
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Day Two:
Kurt Busch, Patrick

Look Forward to Ford
Power

Day Two:
Kyle Busch Talks of
All Things NASCAR

Day Two:
A Fresh Start for

Clint Bowyer 

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series driver Clint Bowyer dis-
cusses his move to Stewart-
Haas Racing during the 35th
Annual NASCAR Media Tour.
(Andrew Coppley photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
– Dale Earnhardt Jr.ʼs
highly anticipated re-
turn to Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup
Series racing is less
than one month away.
No one is more enthu-
siastic about the most
popular driverʼs come-
back than Earnhardt,
who spoke with media
during Wednesday

morningʼs segment of the 35th An-
nual NASCAR Media Tour hosted
by Charlotte Motor Speedway.

Earnhardt hasnʼt competed
since last July at Kentucky Speed-
way when the aftereffects of a con-
cussion he sustained in a crash in
June forced an early end to the 26-
time race winnerʼs season. During
his time out of the car, Earnhardt
had an eventful December which
saw the Hendrick Motorsports
driver get married and get cleared
to return to action this year. He still
had a decision to make, though.

“To get approved to race is one
thing but to decide to race is an-
other,” Earnhardt said. “You have to
make the decision if you want to
keep racing and if you want to keep
racing youʼve got to give 100 per-
cent. … I had to answer a lot of per-
sonal questions from myself and
just really buy in (to returning). All
of that was a process and Iʼm really
happy with what I decided to do.

“Iʼm just hoping to enjoy whatʼs
left of my career and hopefully I get
to make the decisions myself as far
as how much longer I want to race.
Iʼm really excited about my future.”

Earnhardtʼs recent past isnʼt
bad, either. From 2014-ʼ15, he won
seven races – including a second
Daytona 500 in 2014.

“Being out of the car, you hope
you can come back in jump back in
and not miss a beat, but this is the
top series and any time away
youʼre getting behind,” Earnhardt
said. “Iʼm really anxious and curi-
ous as to where we shake up early
in the season, how competitive we
can be and if thereʼs any learning
curve.

“People have asked me since I
turned 40 when I will retire. All Iʼve
ever said is that I want to be able to
make that decision myself. I donʼt
know when Iʼm going to stop racing
but I want to be able to make that
choice and not have it made for
me. All that stuff really showed me

how much Iʼve got going for me and
how fun this really is. You can make
it really difficult or you can enjoy it.
This is an incredible position to be
in. … I can see how you can get
burned out a little bit but Iʼm cer-
tainly not feeling that way right
now.”

CHARLOTTE, NC – The first
Mexican-born driver to win a top-
tier NASCAR national title, Daniel
Suarez was certainly going to gar-
ner plenty of attention at the 35th
Annual NASCAR Media Tour
hosted by Charlotte Motor Speed-
way. But thanks to Carl Edwardsʼs
stunning announcement two weeks
ago, Suarez took the stage on
Wednesday not as the defending
NASCAR XFINITY Series cham-
pion, but as the full-time pilot of the
No. 19 Arris Toyota in the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series.

“Thereʼs been a lot going on, but
Iʼve been racing just about every
day and getting to know my whole
19 team,” Suarez said about
preparing for the upcoming season.
“Itʼs quite a bit different from the
XFINITY Series with the way we do
things. But we still have some time
before Daytona and hopefully weʼll
get things started the right way.”

Suarez has quickly ascended
the NASCAR ladder, starting in the
sanctioning bodyʼs Drive for Diver-
sity and NASCAR Next programs.
He ran regional series (2011-2014)
before running full-time and part-
time schedules in the XFINITY and
Camping World Truck Series, re-
spectively in 2015 and 2016. He
will make his Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series debut in the
season-opening Daytona 500 on
Feb. 26.

The Drive for Diversity program
“was very important to me for sure.
It helped me a lot in the K&N Se-
ries, but at the same time Iʼve had a
lot of people helping me in Mexico
throughout my career,” said
Suarez, a native of Monterrey,
Mexico. “They have helped me
through the most important part of
my racing career – all the transi-
tions of racing here in the states.

“For me, itʼs amazing to be able
to be a role model for so many fu-
ture (Latin American) drivers. Itʼs
been a lot of fun going through this
journey and itʼs just going to get
better and better and a driver that
can represent that community.”

Suarez also represents a strong
field of 2017 rookies that includes
Erik Jones and Ty Dillon, who will
be the top candidates to compete
with Suarez for Rookie of Year.

“I think itʼs going to be very cool
to race (those guys); weʼve raced
together for more than one year, so
we know each other well and we

get along very well,” said Suarez.
“For me, something thatʼs very cool
is how slowly all these group of
drivers have been making our way
up and now at the Cup level. I think
itʼs going to be a lot of fun … Iʼm
looking forward to it.”

CHARLOTTE, NC - The 35th
Annual NASCAR Media Tour
hosted by Charlotte Motor Speed-
way wrapped up on Wednesday
with two Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series championship con-
tenders in Team Penske team-
mates Joey Logano and Brad
Keselowski.

Logano - who won three races
and finished second in points last
year - believes NASCAR's new
points-for-winning-stages approach
provides the nine-year veteran with
a golden opportunity to capture his
first series title.

"I know it's going to be the right
thing for the sport," Logano said.
"Every lap became more important.
Every race became way more im-
portant and that's good for every-
one. … The way this whole format
is structured is for a reason, for
everyone to race hard and put on a
great race for our fans. I don't see
anything but good things coming
out of it so I'm really excited about
everything coming up for this sport.

"It plays to the person's advan-
tage who takes the opportunity
ahead of him. When there are
changes like this, the first person
who figures it out is going to have a
huge advantage. If you can get
some bonus points early in the year
it sets you up well for when you get
to Homestead."

Keselowski, the 2012 series
champion, won four races last year
but wound up 12th in the standings
after an up-and-down 10-race play-
offs. An enhanced format, Ke-
selowski said, "re-fosters the
connection between the regular
season and the postseason.

"It's important from the teams'
and drivers' sides because it keeps
us honest," he added. "It keeps us
from, not necessarily taking races
off but keeping us from saying,
'Let's not take our best car to this
race.' … Our fans deserve to know
that whatever they see on the
weekend is guaranteed to be im-
portant. As drivers, I think you're
going to see more of a desire and
an anger factor when things don't
go your way in the regular season."
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Day Three:
Dale Earnhardt
Jr. Can't Wait
to Go Racing 

Day Three:
Suarez Relishes Being
an Underdog and Role

Model

Day Three:
Logano, Keselowski
Sound Off on New

Challenges

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series driver Dale Earnhardt Jr.,
who missed the second half of last season due to a concussion,
discusses his return to action during the 35th Annual NASCAR
Media Tour on Wednesday. (Andrew Coppley photo)



MOORESVILLE,
NC - On the heels of
honoring the 2016
champions at the an-
nual CARS Tour ban-
quet held at Hendrick
Motorsports Team
Center in Concord,
NC. The CARS Tour is
proud to announce
multiple qualifying and
race event formats for
the upcoming 2017

season, set to kick off March 11th
at Concord (NC) Speedway. The
formats are meant to add identity,
strategy, and variety to the young
touring series heading into its third
season of competition. 

Three different qualifying for-
mats will be used over the course
of the twelve race season. Tradi-
tional single car qualifying will con-
tinue to set the starting field at
select events, with the fastest car
starting from the pole position, just
as has been done since the series
inception in 2015. New for 2017 will
be Group Qualifying, in which driv-
ers will be grouped via random
draw, and have five laps to set fast
time. The fastest qualifier overall
will start from the pole position for
the feature event. Perhaps the
most intriguing new qualifying for-
mat for 2017 will be Knockout Two
Step Qualifying. Teams will get
eight minutes in round one to make
a qualifying attempt, with the
fastest eight competitors advancing
to round two. After a short four
minute break between rounds,
round two participants will get five
minutes to qualify on the pole posi-
tion for the events feature race.
With hopes of increased fan atten-
dance for qualifying CARS Tour of-
ficials will make an effort to
schedule these timed sessions
closer to the feature event start
times.

Similar to qualifying, three differ-
ent race formats will be utilized
throughout the 2017 season. The
majority of the events will still see
the traditional 100-150 green flag
lap races that followers of the
CARS Tour have become accus-
tomed. The two new race formats
introduced for the upcoming year
will be Duel and Live Pit Stop race
formats. In duel events, each divi-
sion will have two 50-75 lap feature
events each paying $2,500 to win
and $300 to start with each race
awarding championship points.

Thus the 2017 championship battle
will see drivers have fifteen
chances to earn points at twelve
different events. 

The live pit stop format has the
ingredients for suspense and un-
predictability that fans of short track
racing desire. Competitors will be
required to make two pit stops, for
position, under yellow flag condi-
tions throughout races 100-150
laps in distance. The pit stops will
consist of a single crew member re-
moving an item from the car as set
forth by CARS Tour officials. No
tires or fuel can be changed or
added during the stops thus the for-
mat will add no additional cost to
teams, while still adding a vast
amount of strategy.

“You have to be adaptive,
unique, and create fresh new ideas
that keep people interested and en-
tertained. As a society itʼs pretty ev-
ident that we think, act, and
socialize different than we did even
as a little as five years ago. At the
end of the day we understand that
we as a series are in the entertain-
ment business while our competi-
tors are in the competition
business. We feel these new for-
mats not only add to the entertain-
ment value, but in fact add to the
competition value with a true team
effort via strategy now necessary to
win at some CARS Tour events, “
explained Chris Ragle, CARS Tour
Series Director. “Our sport, unlike
that of many stick and ball sports,
has gotten complacent at times
over the years when it comes to
changes. Thatʼs something we
want to make sure doesnʼt happen
within the CARS Tour. We feel
these are changes that will add to
our series overall and make for an
exciting 2017 season.”

As part of the continued educa-
tion process of these formats as
well as the major events at Bristol,
Anderson, and the new Mid Atlantic
Classic on the 2017 schedule, the
CARS Tour will host two Facebook
Live question and answer sessions
open to fans, drivers, owners, and
sponsors. The first one will be Mon-
day January 23rd at 8pm, followed
by another one on Wednesday
February 8th at 8pm. These two
sessions will lead up to the 3rd An-
nual CARS Tour Media Night at
SRI Performance in Mooresville,
NC on Wednesday March 1st at
7pm.         

All 2017 forms for the upcoming

season including rulebooks,
owner/driver registration forms, an-
nual race entry, and the hard card
application have been released on
the CARS Tour website at
www.carsracingtour.com. 

For more information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com. Be
sure to stay active and social with
the tour by liking “CARS Tour” on
Facebook, following @CARSTour
on Twitter, and scrolling through
photos on Instagram car_tour. Also
call the CARS Tour series office, lo-
cated in Mooresville, NC, at
704.662.9212.

CARS Tour Adds Hefty
Point Fund for Late
Model Stocks and

$10,000 to Win Super
Late Model Race

MOORESVILLE, NC - With
teams, drivers, and officials prepar-
ing to celebrate the 2016 CARS
Tour season at next weekendʼs
championship banquet; a major an-
nouncement about the upcoming
2017 season will lead to much an-
ticipation for the third year series.
In addition to both divisions com-
peting at Bristol Motor Speedway
for this yearʼs inaugural U.S. Na-
tionals of Short Track Racing on
May 19-21st, a hefty championship
points fund for the Late Model
Stocks will be up for grabs, while
Super Late Model teams will race
for $50,000 in purse money at Or-
ange County Speedway on July
22nd. 

The Late Model Stock champi-
onship points fund will award
$5,000 to the 2017 champion, with
10th place position receiving $500.
In all, the fund will total $18,500 be-
fore additional awards and prizes
are added. Competing teams must
attempt all twelve races in order to
take home prize money at seasonʼs
end. In addition, the CARS Tour
Loyalty Program will continue to
award participation amongst Late
Model Stock teams this upcoming
season. Teams that have perfect
attendance through the first nine
events will receive two free Hoosier
tires at race ten and four free
Hoosier tires at the eleventh race of
the season.  

“Late Model Stock teams will
have absolutely no reason not to
compete on the circuit this season.
Each race pays $5,000 to win,
$1,000 for tenth, and $600 to start.
They will receive free Hoosier tires
for their loyalty throughout the sea-
son, regardless of their perform-

ance position. And now an $18,000
plus points fund at season end to
be distributed through the top ten
championship points finishers,” de-
tailed an excited Jack McNelly,
owner of the CARS Tour. “We en-
courage our guys to support their
local tracks all the time, but for
these twelve events on the 2017
calendar it pays to compete for a
CARS Tour Late Model Stock
championship.”

Super Late Model fans and
teams from across the region can
now circle the date of July 22nd on
their calendar for the seriesʼ first at-
tempt at building a marquee event
on the schedule. Supers will battle
for $50,000 in prize money, with
$10,000 going to the winner and
$1,000 to the final finisher at Or-
ange County Speedway. Just as
with Late Model Stocks, the Super
Late Models will benefit from the
CARS Tour Loyalty Program, with
teams receiving two free Hoosier
tires at race ten and four free
Hoosier tires at the eleventh race of
the season for their perfect atten-
dance through the first nine races. 

“We are always looking at ways
to adjust our program to best fit
what our competitors have histori-
cally done. As the saying goes, his-
tory repeats itself,” explained
Series Director Chris Ragle. “Late
Model Stocks have shown they
prefer to battle for championships
throughout the course of a season
while Super Late Model drivers
from around the country will travel
to win marquee, big money, events
from California to Pensacola. We
believe these major additions to the
CARS Tour will take things to a dif-
ferent level for our competitors.
Weʼre not through yet either, weʼve
got some more new and exciting
things to announce in the coming
weeks that will shake our events up
and make for some fun nights to
watch short track racing again.”

All 2017 forms for the upcoming
season including rulebooks,
owner/driver registration forms, an-
nual race entry, and the hard card
application have been released on
the CARS Tour website at
www.carsracingtour.com. 

For more information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com. Be
sure to stay active and social with
the tour by liking “CARS Tour” on
Facebook, following @CARSTour
on Twitter, and scrolling through
photos on Instagram car_tour. Ad-
ditional series information can be
obtained by calling the CARS Tour
series office, located in Mooresville,
NC, at 704.662.9212.
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S p e e d 5 1 . c o m
Story – Harrison Bur-
ton scored the biggest
Late Model victory of
his young career Sun-
day afternoon at Crisp
Motorsports Park in
Cordele, Georgia.  The
16-year-old put on a
dominating perform-
ance against a stout
field of Super Late
Model drivers to win
the 200-lap
ARCA/CRA Super Se-

ries portion of SpeedFest 2017.
“The car was just amazing.  I

canʼt describe what Iʼm feeling right
now,” Burton said on the live
Speed51.com broadcast.  “We had
a really, really rough year last year.
We broke a lot of parts and had a

lot of misfortunes.  Weʼre back and
weʼre stronger than ever.  To come
back and get a win in the first race
of the year, I canʼt explain it.”

Burton first took over the lead on
a lap 22 restart and from there only
gave up the lead on two brief occa-
sions.  The Huntersville, North Car-
olina driver relinquished the lead to
visit pit road on lap 106, but quickly
drove from fifth to retake the lead in
just two laps on the ensuing restart.

Following a lap 132 restart, Bur-
ton faced his toughest challenge of
the day when NASCAR Monster
Energy Cup Series rookie Erik
Jones mounted a challenge on the
outside.  Jones took over the
lead on lap 133, but Burton battled
back on the inside to reclaim the
lead for the final time on lap 135.

For Burton, the win against a
star-studded field was one that he
wonʼt forget anytime soon.

“Thereʼs so many great guys in
the field today,” he said.  “We have
somebody going full-time Cup next
year, Erik Jones, who obviously
has made a great name for himself.
Guys like Bubba Pollard, theyʼre

the best in the business.  To come
out and beat the best and to expe-
rience that is amazing.  To be the
best youʼve got to beat the best,
and today we came out and beat
the best.”

Burtonʼs win on Sunday came in
his first race behind the wheel of
his new No. 12 Fury Race Cars
ride, and to say that things went
smoothly would be an understate-
ment.

“Iʼve got to thank everybody on
my crew.  We got this brand new
car ready to come here and itʼs a
fast race car.  The guys put it to-

gether perfectly, no flaws or any-
thing.”

Despite battling a tight race car
throughout the 200-lap race, Jones
held off Stephen Nasse during the
later stages of the race to finish
second.

“I think Harrison was the only
one here with a car that did drive
good.  They were fast all weekend.

We came here and tested on
Wednesday, and they were fast on
Wednesday as well,” Jones stated.
“They did a good job bringing a car
that good.  Overall, we were just
too tight today.  We had been fight-
ing it all weekend.  We just werenʼt
quite good enough in the center to
get a good drive off. We just need
to make it a little bit better, but sec-
ond is what it is.”

Nasse turned in a strong per-
formance during the second half of
the race to finish third, while Zane
Smith and Chase Purdy completed
the top five.

Roderick Scores
Second PLM Win of 2017

Season at SpeedFest
Speed51.com Story – Casey

Roderick scored his second Pro
Late Model victory of the young
2017 season Saturday afternoon.
Roderick dominated the afternoon
at Crisp Motorsports Park in
Cordele, Georgia on his way to
winning the 125-lap JEGS/CRA All-
Stars portion of SpeedFest 2017.

The win for Roderick was much
less controversial than his first win
of the season at New Smyrna
Speedway (FL); however, it did re-
quire him to wait through a number
of caution periods that dotted the
race.

“Thatʼs the first race Iʼve run
under caution the whole time really,
but it was a good race,” Roderick
said. “What an awesome race car
to drive. Itʼs fun to drive a car like
that, I could go anywhere I wanted
and the drive was unreal the whole

race.”
While Roderick was dominant

on race restarts, the end of the race
turned into a race-long 20-lap
shootout which had Roderick con-
cerned for a brief period.

“I was worried that I pushed it
too hard at the beginning and wore
my stuff out for the end. We had
some veteran guys behind us.
Ricky Turner with Chandler Smith,
he runs very smart races, so I was
hoping and praying I didnʼt go too
soon,” Roderick explained. “The
car hung in there and we got the
victory. At the end running all those
green flag laps I was curious to see
how the car would act running lap
after lap and it kept getting better
and better for me. Awesome race,
Iʼm just glad to be in victory lane.”

Things were hot behind Roder-
ick as Cole Williams and Chandler
Smith duked it out for the second
spot. Williams ultimately claimed
the runner-up spot with Smith com-
ing home third despite a tire rub.

Andy Bozzell and Jack Dossey
III rounded the top five.

Champions and More
Honored at 2016

Champion Racing
Association Awards

Banquet
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The 2016
Champion Racing Association
Powered by JEGS Awards Ban-
quet, which was presented by

Shepherd Insurance, was held Fri-
day night at the Crowne Plaza Indi-
anapolis Downtown at Union
Station. The top 10 in 2016
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS points, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance points, Voreʼs Weld-
ing & Steel CRA Late Model
Sportsman Powered by JEGS
points and CRA Street Stocks Pow-
ered by JEGS points were all hon-
ored at the banquet along with
several special awards.

2016 was the 20th season of
competition for the ARCA.CRA
Super Series. Anderson Speedway
hosted the first ever series event
on April 26, 1997, were two time
series Champion Brian Ross came
away with the historic first win.
Kenny Tweedy was the series in-
augural Champion for the 1997
season. Series all-time starts
leader Rick Turner and Rich
Segvich were the only drivers that
raced in that inaugural 1997 sea-
son and in the series 2017 20th
season. 

Cody Coughlin was officially
crowned the 2016 ARCA/CRA
Super Series Champion, his first
Championship in that series.
Coughlin made CRA history during
the 2016 season, he is the first
driver to ever win both the
ARCA/CRA Super Series and the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Champi-
onships in the same season. 

Dalton Armstrong finished sec-
ond in series points and was
crowned the series 2016 Senneker
Performance Rookie of the Year.
Armstrong went to victory lane
twice in 2016, including becoming
the first ever series rookie to win a
series season points opener, when
he won the series event at Fair-
grounds Speedway Nashville in
April of last year.

Brian Campbell was the 2016
Sunoco Race Fuels Sportsman of
the Year Award winner for the

(Continued on next page…)
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ing Burton Nails Down Biggest
Victory of Career at SpeedFest

Harriston Burton celebrates in victory lane with his parents and
his crew after winning the ARCA/CRA Super Series portion of the
SpeedFest 2017.  (Speed51.com photo)

Casey Roderick poses beside his winning ride after taking the Pro
Late Model win at Crisp Motorspors Park. (Speed51.com photo)



(Continued…)

ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries. John and Di
Coughlin, car owners
for Cody Coughlin,
were honored as the
winner of the 2016
Darrell Teal Outstand-
ing Dedication Award
for their dedication to
CRA since the 2011
season and running
two full-time CRA
teams in 2016. Arm-
strong was the winner
of the Speed51.com
Most Popular Driver
award for the series.

Veteran CRA car owner and crew
chief Scott Neal was awarded the
Outerwears Crew Chief of the Year
Award for his work with Armstrong
during the 2016 season, which in-
cluded a victory in the prestigious
Redbud 300 at Anderson Speed-
way.

Cody Coughlin was officially
crowned the 2016 JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance Champion, becoming
the first driver to repeat as the se-
ries Champion, he claimed his first
series Championship in 2013. 

Jack Dossey III was honored as
the Howie Lettow Rookie of the
Year Presented by VanDoorn Rac-
ing Development Award winner.
Austin Kunert was the 2016
Sunoco Race Fuel Sportsman of
the Year Award winner for the se-
ries. Jack Dossey Motorsports was
honored as the winner of the 2016
series Dedication Award for all the
hard work and dedication they put
in to finish the season, even while
struggling in the beginning of the
season with multiple mechanical is-
sues. Dossey III was also the win-
ner of the Speed51.com Most
Popular Driver Award with the se-
ries.

Veteran CRA competitor Eddie
Van Meter was honored as the
2016 Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Champion. Van
Meter had a dominate season, get-
ting six series wins in the series 11
races in 2016. He was also the se-
ries leading Allstar Performance
Fast Qualifier with four of those
awards and had 10 top five finishes
in the series 11 races. Van Meter
was also awarded the Lyons Truck
& Trailer LOR Challenge Champi-
onship, winning the mini-points se-
ries for the series events held at
Lucas Oil Raceway in 2016. 

Steven Woods was the 2016
Rookie of the Year award winner in
the CRA Late Model Sportsman as
well as the PGG Sportsman of the

Year Award winner. Tony Bruttiʼs
race team was awarded the series
2016 Dedication Award for their
hard work in in finishing second in
series points despite some bad
luck and a destroyed race car from
an incident at Winchester Speed-
way on Labor Day Weekend. Billy
Van Meter, son of Champion Eddie
Van Meter, was the winner of the
series Speed51.com Most Popular
Driver Award. 

Veteran Central Indiana racer
Phil Jenkins was honored as the
2016 CRA Street Stock Champion,
his first ever series Championship
in his long stock car racing career.
Justin Oberlin was awarded the
2016 Rookie of the Year Award for
the CRA Street Stocks, as well as
the Speed 51.com Most Popular
Driver Award for the series. Andrew
Teepe was awarded the PGG
Sportsman of the Year Award and
his race team the series 2016 Ded-
ication Award, for overcoming sev-
eral setbacks during the season to
be at every event and finish second
in series Championship points. 

In all over $128,000 in cash and
product awards were distributed to
the 40 CRA teams at the 2016 CRA
Awards Banquet Presented by
Shepherd Insurance.

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

“CRA Road to Bristol”
Program Details

Announced
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association (CRA) officials an-
nounced today the “CRA Road to
Bristol” program for teams in the
ARCA/CRA Super Series powered
by JEGS, the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance and the Lawrence Tow-
ing/CRA Street Stocks. While the
U.S. Nationals of Short Track Rac-
ing presented by Voreʼs Welding at
Bristol Motor Speedway May 19-
21, is being hailed as the biggest
short track racing event for 2017,
officials see the events prior to Bris-
tol as having major significance as
well. 

For the Super Late Models in
the ARCA/CRA Super Series, there
are four events prior to their inau-
gural event at Bristol Motor Speed-
way (co-sanctioned by the CARS
Tour and the Southern Super Se-
ries). Those events are CRA
SpeedFest 2017 at Watermelon
Capital Speedway in Georgia, the
Southern Super Series co-sanc-
tioned event at Fairgrounds Speed-
way Nashville in Tennessee, the
7-UP 100 at Toledo Speedway in

Ohio and the 125-lap tune up for
the Anderson 400 at Anderson
Speedway in Indiana. For the U.S.
Nationals of Short Track Racing,
CRA officials plan to have provi-
sionals for the top two in series
points that donʼt make it through
Saturdayʼs qualifying. In addition,
guaranteed starting spots in Sun-
dayʼs 100-lap feature will go to the
winners of each one of the events
previously mentioned, if those
teams do not make it in through
Saturdayʼs qualifying.

The JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
teams will also find a number of dif-
ferent ways to be guaranteed a
start in their respective Bristol
event. First, the top two in 2017 se-
ries points that donʼt make the
event through other qualifying op-
portunities will have provisional
starting spots. Additionally, the top
two finishers in the SpeedFest
event and the Baer Field Motor-
sports Park season opening event
will have a guaranteed spot in the
main event field if they do not make
it in through other qualifying oppor-
tunities.

For the CRA Street Stocks, the
three events leading up to Bristol
are Cabin Fever at Lucas Oil Race-
way in Indianapolis, the $3,000 to
Win 200 lap event at Shady Bowl
Speedway in Ohio (the first event in
the CRA Street Stock Four Crown
Championship), and a 75-Lap
event at Anderson Speedway. The
top two in series points that have
been to all the events, which fail to
make the main feature through
other qualifying opportunities, will
have a guaranteed starting spot in
the U.S. Nationals of Short Track
Racing main feature. In addition,
the top two finishers in the previ-
ously mentioned first three events
of the season will also have a guar-
anteed starting spot if they do not
make the main feature through
other qualifying opportunities.

Officials also announced that all
main features will have a minimum
of 36 cars if necessary to accom-
modate the guaranteed starters,
therefore, plenty of spots are avail-
able for ANY team to make the
main feature through qualifying on
Saturday. 

Officials expect to have multiple
features in every division, therefore
EVERY racer present with a legal
car, will have the opportunity to
race in a feature, with a special
“U.S. Nationals of Short Track Rac-
ing at Bristol Motor Speedway” tro-
phy to honor their victory at the
legendary track.

Full purse details and entry
forms are expected to be released
on www.cra-racing.com in January.

JEGS Agrees to Continue
to Power all of CRA

Through the 2020 Season
SALEM, IN - As announced by

John Coughlin of JEGS at Friday
nightʼs 2016 CRA Awards Banquet,
JEGS has agreed to continue their
support of Champion Racing Asso-
ciation (CRA) through the 2020 rac-
ing season. The extension
agreement includes their title spon-
sorship of the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance through the 2020 sea-
son. CRA will continue to be known
as CRA Powered by JEGS and will
include the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS, the Voreʼs
Welding CRA Late Model Sports-
man Powered by JEGS and the
Lawrence Towing CRA Street
Stocks Powered by JEGS. All the
CRA logos will continue to be
branded with the “Powered by
JEGS” through the 2020 season.

“We have really enjoyed the re-
lationship we have built with every-
one at CRA over the past six
years,” remarked Coughlin. “CRA
does a remarkable job with all four
of their racing series, they are the
best at what they do and we pride
ourselves on being the best at what
we do. We look forward to continu-
ing to build relationships with all the
competitors and fans of CRA!”

The JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour,
the premier touring asphalt crate
engine late model series in the
country, officially crowned Cody
Couglin as its 2016 Champion Fri-
day night, it was the second series
Championship for Coughlin who
also won the series crown in 2013.
Coughlin made CRA history in
2016, becoming the first ever driver
to win both the ARCA/CRA Super
Series and JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Championships in the same
season. 2016 was the ARCA/CRA
Super Series 20th season of com-
petition.

As part of the agreement exten-
sion, JEGS will continue to support
the ARCA/CRA Super Series Pow-
ered by JEGS with the very suc-
cessful JEGS/CRA $100,000
Super Late Model Triple Crown
Bonus Program. NASCAR com-
petitor Erik Jones, the inaugural
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Cham-
pion in 2011, is the only driver to
win all three of the events with the
JEGS/CRA $100,000 Super Late
Model Triple Crown, which hap-
pened during the 2015 season,
with Jones claiming the $100,000
bonus after his third straight win in
the Winchester 400.

“JEGS has been a great addition
(Continued on next page…)
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INDIANAPOLIS,
IN - As the 2016 ARCA
Racing Series
champs, Cunningham
Motorsports has a lot
to celebrate at the Se-
ries banquet later this
evening.  But, they
certainly aren't resting
on their laurels...they
are looking forward to

next season, when they plan to
contend for back to back champi-
onships.

The first order of business at the
press conference, held in conjunc-
tion with the annual PRI show, was
Jeff Clark, speaking on behalf of
Ford Performance, announced that
the Cunningham organization has
been designated as a driver devel-
opment partner with Ford Perform-
ance. 

In making the announcement,
Clark, who is Vice President of
Sales for Roush Yates Engines,
stated, "Ford Performance recog-
nizes the championship caliber
teams that Cunningham Motor-
sports delivers on track.  Ford Per-
formance has designated
Cunningham Motorsports as a
driver development partner for
2017 and will support their teams
with assets within the Ford Per-
formance Technical Center in Con-
cord, NC.  We look forward to
another strong year in the ARCA
Racing Series."

As the next piece of the 2017
puzzle, Cunningham Motorsports
co-owner, Kerry Scherer an-
nounced that Dalton Sargeant has
signed to pilot the No. 77 for the
2016 ARCA Racing Series champi-
ons.  In making his announcement,
Scherer said, "We are so excited,
here at Cunningham Motorsports,
to welcome Dalton to our organiza-
tion.  Working together, we should
be able to capitalize on his top fin-
ishes this season, along with our
championship team."

The ARCA Racing Series 2016
Rookie of the Year, Sargeant com-
peted in 15 races during the sea-
son with one victory, 10 top-5
finishes and 12 top-10 finishes.
The 18 year old's checkered flag
came at the .4-mile Berlin Speed-
way in Marne, Michigan.  In addi-
tion to the 'W', Sargeant's 5.47
average finish included second
place finishes at Toledo Speedway,

Winchester Speedway and Ken-
tucky Speedway.

Throughout 2016 Dalton also
competed in select late model
events.  In addition, the 18 year old
from Boca Raton, Florida, who is a
member of the 2015 NASCAR
NEXT class, competed in three
NASCAR Camping World Truck
races in 2015...with a career best
finish of 9th at Bristol Motor Speed-
way.  In addition, Dalton grabbed
the checkered flag in the first
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
race of 2015 at Kern County
Speedway and made his NASCAR
K&N Pro Series East debut at New
Smyrna Speedway with a second
place finish.  

Sargeant commented, saying,
"Coming off a championship sea-
son, they obviously have very high
expectations going into 2017 and
so do I.  In the past, I've come so
close to winning races.  I feel like
the package Cunningham brings to
the track and the people they have
within their organization, will put me
in a situation to contend for the
ARCA Racing Series champi-
onship.  To say the least, I can't
wait to get started with the No. 77
group and head to Daytona for test-
ing."

Finney Racing Finally Re-
turns to Daytona;

Introducing Newcomer
Bacarella

TOLEDO, OH - The last time
Finney Racing brought a car to
Daytona Int'l Speedway Jimmy
Carter was the President of the
United States. It was a 1977
Oldsmobile owned by Wally Finney
with his brother Phil Finney in the
driver's seat.

In their late 20s, they were up
and coming racers from Merritt Is-
land, Florida, and had already
shown great promise. In fact Phil
had finished second in the ARCA
race at Talladega and third at Day-
tona in '79. In 1980, they won the
pole at Daytona and led 37 laps be-
fore the engine expired. At any rate,
the future seemed exceptionally
bright. And with so much success
in ARCA, they decided to graduate
to the NASCAR Cup Series and re-
turned to Daytona to compete in
the 1980 Firecracker 400. It was
the last race Phil ever drove.

On track for a lead-lap finish and
coming to the checkers off turn
four, the car all of a sudden broke
sideways and slid, at full song,
across the infield grass into an
earth embankment. The car rico-
cheted off and leaped high into the
air before it came crashing down,
landing on all fours at the entrance
to pit road. The car was completely
destroyed but the good news was
that Finney survived the wreck, al-
though the injuries he sustained
ended his career.

Fast-forward 37 years.
"It's been a long time since my

family has brought a car back to
Daytona, so we're pretty excited,"
said second-generation racer Brian
Finney.

Finney finished a career-best
third last year at Fairgrounds
Speedway Nashville; however he
won't be in the cockpit at Daytona.
Finney will be calling the shots atop
the pit box as crew chief for new-
comer Caesar Bacarella.

"It's very exciting," said
Bacarella. "We had a real good test
and I know that Brian and all the
guys at Finney Racing are doing
the best they can to improve on it.
The car was very easy to drive in
the test...very predictable. We're
still looking for a little more speed,
but we know where it's at."

Bacarella is a road racer by
trade and finished second in the
Ferrari Challenge circuit on the
road course at Daytona in 2016. In
2017, Bacarella will be competing
on the Pirelli World Challenge tour
in an Aspen Martin GT3. When he's
not doing that, he's got a construc-
tion company to run.

"I own a construction com-
pany...we do drywall and stucco.
We're very blessed. We've got over

350 employees...we keep very
busy."

In addition, Bacarella, along with
his business partners, is in the
process of launching an brand new
apparel company.

"Alpha Prime...it's a new apparel
company...very exciting. You'll see
it on the car at Daytona. With the
race live on FS1, we're excited
about the exposure. If we run
strong at Daytona, we'll run Tal-
ladega without a doubt."

The Chevrolet that Bacarella will
be driving at Daytona will carry the
same car number that Finney Rac-
ing raced with some 40 years ago.

"We're bringing back the 80 car
number that my dad (Wally Finney)
and Uncle Phil always ran," Brian
Finney said.

Finney faintly recalls sitting in
the grandstands at Daytona as a
small boy watching his dad's car
streak by. 

If not for a late-race mishap, his
uncle was in position to win the '79
Daytona ARCA 200. Kyle Petty
ended up the winner.

"My uncle should have won that
race."

Phil was leading the race with
less than 10 laps to go.

With one hand serving as a
brace to hold the windshield after
an accident and the other on the
wheel, Finney finished third, the
last car on the lead lap.

Finney Racing will be running a
car at Daytona they purchased
from Kimmel Racing.

Finney can't run the full season,
but plans to run several more than
the Merritt Island-based team ran
last year.

"We're going to try and run the
first five races, then sort of pick and
choose from there.” said Finney.

(Continued…)

to CRA and short track racing,” re-
marked R.J. Scott, Managing Part-
ner with CRA. “Great sponsors like
JEGS are very special for every-
one. Not only do they support the
racers, but sell great parts at great
prices...a true friend of the racers.”

For more than 57 years, the
name JEGS has been synonymous
with high performance racing parts,
dating back to 1960 when Jeg
Coughlin Sr. opened the doors of
JEGS High Performance at a small,
non-descript shop in downtown
Columbus, Ohio. Little did he know
at the time, but Coughlin was on
the precipice of something great.
Limited by his Midwest location and
unable to find the parts he needed
to produce the desired level of per-
formance in his own hot rods, the

speed hound searched far and
wide to unearth what he was look-
ing for -- the very best parts in the
country. Dedicated legwork and in-
genuity quickly established Cough-
lin as the go-to guy for high
performance parts in Central Ohio,
and what began simply as building
and tweaking engines for buddies
soon became a full-fledged retail
business.

Nearly three decades after
Coughlin's original speed shop was
born, he helped his four sons,
John, Troy, Mike, and Jeg Jr., pur-
chase the operation, and under
their collective guidance the small
family business became a mail
order giant. 

For more information on JEGS
and how they can help you with
your high performance racing parts
needs, go to www.JEGS.com.
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- Prominent names
from the North and
South head the ever
growing list of drivers
for the Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Super
Late Model season
opener at Dillon Motor
Speedway on Satur-
day afternoon, Febru-
ary 4.  The “Original”
Winter Meltdown will

be headlined by the 200 green flag
lap South Carolina Clash and will
pit the best short track racers in
North America against one another
for the first race of the 2017 PASS
National Championship series.
The 12th Annual Clash at the Win-
ter Meltdown will also double as the
first race for the PASS South Super
Late Models.

Ocean Isles, NCʼs Chad Mc-
Cumbee has done nearly every-
thing you can think of when it
comes to auto racing.  From a suc-
cessful career in Late Model Stocks
at Myrtle Beach Speedway to
nearly winning in the Camping
World Truck Series, McCumbee
even played Dale Earnhardt, Jr. in
an ESPN production based on his
father.  In recent years, McCumbee
has honed his road racing skills
driving the ModSpace Mazda and
will compete this weekend in the
preliminary events at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway leading up to
the Rolex 24.  But, with all that on
his resume, the Winter Meltdown at
Dillon will be his first start in a
PASS Super Late Model.

“Super Late Models are some-
what of a step I skipped coming up
through in the early 2000's,” says
McCumbee, who will pilot the Elliott
Trucking #16 at Dillon.  “Last year
we decided to try something differ-
ent and got a Fury Super.  Dillon
will be my second race in a Super
Late Model and our test went pretty
well a couple of weeks ago.  I am
in Florida now so I was very limited
with my time leading up to the
race.  I don't really have any ex-
pectations but feel confident we will
be competitive.”

While McCumbee plans to con-
tinue his road racing pursuits in
2017, he says that Dillon will not be
his only start behind the wheel of a
PASS Super Late Model this year
and that has him excited for the
prospects.

“My schedule is packed for 2017

but we plan to run a handful of
PASS events and do a bit of travel-
ing,” says McCumbee.  “Plans
seem to change week to week for
me but my hope is to race as much
as I can.”

McCumbee will not be alone in
what is quickly becoming a star
studded field of short track talent.
Turner, MEʼs Ben Rowe will make
the trip south to Dillon as he pur-
sues his record fifth PASS National
Championship.  The all-time PASS
wins leader returns to Dillon where
he went to victory lane at in 2009
en route to his lone PASS South
title.  Joining McCumbee and
Rowe, will be Late Model Stock
standout, Josh Berry, who will be
piloting the potent #74 out of the
Robert Hamke shops.  While this
will be Berryʼs first start at Dillon, it
will be his second PASS start fol-
lowing a strong debut in the North-
South Shootout at Concord last
November.

Veterans Jimmy Doyle and JP
Josiasse will also be returning
when the season cranks up at Dil-
lon next weekend.  Doyle has fin-
ished in the top five in PASS South
points each of the last two years,
while Josiasse makes the long tow
down from Ontario as he seeks to
back up a top 10 performance in
points a year ago.

Action gets underway at Dillon
Motor Speedway Speedway on Fri-
day, February 3 with gates opening
at 1 PM and rotating practice for
the PASS Super Late Models, Late
Models, and Pro 4s from 2 – 5 PM.
On Saturday, February 4, gates will
open at 8 AM, with rotating practice
from 10 AM – Noon, qualifying at
12:30 PM, and feature events set
to go green at 2 PM.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the Easter
Bunny 150 and the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300 at Hickory
Motor Speedway and the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway.  For media or market-
ing questions, please contact Alan
Dietz at 704-231-2039 or alandiet-
zpass@live.com.  Please visit
ProAllStarsSeries.com for more in-
formation and donʼt forget to “Like”
the Pro All Stars Series on Face-
book or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with
breaking news as it happens.

2017 PASS North
Super Late Model

Schedule Highlighted
By Return To Canada

NAPLES, ME - Pro All Stars Se-
ries (PASS) officials announced
today the release of the 2017
schedule for the PASS North Super
Late Models.  The Northeastʼs top
short trackers will once again com-
pete at some of the best speed-
ways in New England and Canada,
highlighted by the 44th Annual Ox-
ford 250 at Oxford Plains Speed-
way.  The season will begin for the
second year in a row at Thompson
Speedway Motorsports Park in
Connecticut as part of the Ice-
breaker weekend on April 1-2.

After a year hiatus, PASS will re-
turn to Canada in 2017 with events
in the provinces of Quebec and
New Brunswick.  The PASS North
Super Late Models will compete on
10 different speedways in 4 states
and 2 Canadian provinces in 2017.

“We believe this is our strongest
schedule yet for the PASS North
Super Late Models,” said PASS
President Tom Mayberry.  “This
year we will celebrate our 17th year
of sanctioning races and weʼre very
glad to be able to return to Canada
in 2017.  

“Our fans to the north are some
of the most passionate in all of rac-
ing.  The Oxford 250 has found a
home with its August date and has
solidified its place as one of short
track racingʼs biggest events and
weʼre glad to continue that this
coming year.”  

The 44th Annual Oxford 250
looks to continue as one of the
crown jewel events in short track
racing with racers from all across
North America expected to com-
pete for $25,000 to win, plus guar-
anteed lap leader money on August
25-27.  The 250 will again cap off a
full weekend of short track racing
action on the famed Oxford Plains
Speedway in what many dub
Maineʼs premier sporting event an-
nually.  And for the first time ever,
the PASS National Champion will
be crowned at the conclusion of the
250.  

A final tune-up to the Oxford 250
will take place on Saturday, July 29
at Oxford Plains Speedway.  In ad-
dition, Oxford Plains Speedway will
once again host the PASS North
Super Late Models on
Saturday, April 22 and
will crown the PASS
North titlist with the
season finale on Sat-
urday, October 14.  

Following a suc-

cessful debut last year, PASS will
again sanction a special Independ-
ence Day weekend show at Oxford
Plains Speedway on Sunday, July
2.  This event will be a non-points
event, featuring PASS “non-win-
ners.”  The top three finishers will
be given guaranteed starting spots
for the 44th Annual Oxford 250.
This year, Wayne Helliwell, Jr. won
the PASS “non-winners” race be-
fore going on to capture the check-
ered flag in the Oxford 250.

In 2017, PASS North returns to
Canada for two major events.  On
Sunday, May 21, PASS makes its
way back to Quebec for an event at
Autodrome Montmagny.  And for
the first time since 2014, the PASS
North Super Late Models will be at
Speedway 660 in New Brunswick
for an Oxford 250 qualifier on Sat-
urday, June 3.  The top three teams
from the United States and the top
three teams from Canada will each
receive guaranteed starting spots
for the Oxford 250.

Maineʼs Beech Ridge Motor
Speedway will host the PASS North
Super Late Models three times in
2017 on Saturday, April 29, Satur-
day, July 8, and on Sunday, Sep-
tember 17.  The PASS 300 in April
will be one of six PASS National
Championship events that were an-
nounced earlier this month.

Speedway 95 in Hermon, ME re-
turns to the PASS North schedule
for a fourth consecutive year with a
150 lap event slated for Sunday,
June 18.

PASS will make its first of five
trips in 2017 to the state of New
Hampshire on Saturday, May 6 at
Star Speedway.  

There will also be a special
Thursday night event at Star
Speedway on July 13.  PASS will
make its only trip to White Mountain
Motorsports Park on Saturday,
September 23.  The series will also
be in the Granite State on Friday,
June 23 for an event at Lee USA
Speedway and then again on Fri-
day, August 11.  

The Super Late Models of PASS
will compete again for the third
straight year at Thunder Road In-
ternational Speedbowl in Vermont
on Sunday, May 28. The PASS
North Super Late Models will race
for 150 laps and the Thunder Road
Late Models will join them for the
Mekkelsen Memorial Day Classic
100.

P.A
.S.
S.

McCumbee, Rowe, and Berry
Head Next Round Of Entries

For Meltdown At Dillon



Kinser, Klamfoth,
Labonte,

Murphy, Pruett,
Thomas, Yates
Announced as
2017 Inductees
for Motorsports
Hall of Fame of

America
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - A seven-
person list of luminar-
ies representing sports
cars, stock cars, land-
speed records, motor-
cycles, open-wheel
and drag racing will be

showcased by the Motorsports Hall
of Fame of America (MSHFA) 2017
class of inductees that was an-
nounced at Daytona International
Speedway.

The announcement was made
in the speedwayʼs infield media
center prior to qualifying for the
55th running of the Rolex 24 At
Daytona. Five-time Rolex 24 cham-
pion Scott Pruett is part of the 2017
class and was present at the an-
nouncement. Pruett is joined on the
new inductee list by Sprint Car
giant Steve Kinser; three-time DAY-
TONA 200 motorcycle champion
Dick Klamfoth; two-time Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
champion Terry Labonte; drag rac-
ing and land-speed record pioneer
Paula Murphy; Herb Thomas, an-
other two-time Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series titlist; and
multi-faceted legend Brock Yates.

The 2017 class will be inducted
on June 28 in Daytona Beach dur-
ing the 29th Annual MSHFA Induc-
tion Ceremony.

Pruett shares the record for
Rolex 24 championships with 2005
MSHFA inductee Hurley Haywood.
Pruett is racing in this yearʼs sports
car classic that starts Saturday af-
ternoon, driving a new Lexus entry
in the production-based GT Day-
tona class.

“Iʼm honored … Iʼm over-
whelmed,” Pruett said. “Iʼve been
blessed with this incredible career
and these sort of unexpected
achievements are humbling. Iʼm
just really proud to represent sports
car racing. And considering my
special relationship with Daytona
and the fact the hall of fame is here
in Daytona, is just one more reason
this is special.”

A rundown of the 2017 class:
• Steve Kinser (Inducted in the

Open Wheel Category): The “King
of the Outlaws” is one of the most
successful Sprint Car drivers in his-
tory, with 577 World of Outlaw fea-

ture victories, 20 WoO champi-
onships and 12 Knoxville Nationals
championships. … He also com-
peted in the 1995 Daytona 500 and
1997 Indianapolis 500.  … Through
five decades, Kinser has accumu-
lated 876 Sprint Car feature victo-
ries.

• Richard ʻDickʼ Klamfoth (Mo-
torcycles): Klamfoth will forever be
associated with the DAYTONA
200. At the age of 20, he burst onto
the motorcycle racing scene in
March 1949 when he rode to a sur-
prise victory in the 200 on his very
first attempt.  Klamfoth won the
beach-road classic again in 1951
and ʻ52 to become the first three-
time winner of America's most
prestigious motorcycle race. … He
was inducted into the AMA Motor-
cycle Hall of Fame in 1998.

• Terry Labonte (Stock Cars): In
25 full seasons, Labonte finished in
the top five in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series standings
seven times — including champi-
onships in 1984 and ʼ96. …
Labonte broke Richard Petty's
record of 513 consecutive starts in
1996 and continued his "Iron Man"
streak until Aug. 5, 2000, when he
missed the Brickyard 400 due to in-
juries. … He and Bobby Labonte
are the only brothers to win
NASCARʼs premier series champi-
onship. … Named one of
NASCARʼs 50 Greatest Drivers,
Labonte also was inducted into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame in 2016.   

• Paula Murphy (Drag Racing):
Murphy played a pivotal role in
drag racing's formative years, as
the first woman licensed to drive a
Funny Car and by becoming a suc-
cessful match racer through 1972,
driving an STP-sponsored ride in
an era when few drivers had spon-
sorships. … Her career began in
road racing. That caught the atten-
tion of STPʼs Andy Granatelli, who
brought her to the Bonneville Salt
Flats where in 1963, “Miss STP”

set a 161-mph women's land-
speed record in a Studebaker
Avanti. She later boosted her
record to 243.44 mph in Walt Ar-
fons' “Avenger” jet car.

• Scott Pruett (Sports Cars):
Pruett is one of North Americaʼs
most accomplished drivers, with 11
major sports car titles from 1986-
2013 including IMSA GTO (1986,
ʻ88), IMSA GT Endurance (1986),
SCCA Trans-Am (1987, ʻ94, 2003)
and Rolex Sports Car Series Day-
tona Prototype (2004, ʼ08 and
2010-12). … Pruett was the 1989
Indianapolis 500 Co-Rookie of the
Year and won two Indy Car races. 
He also had six top 10s in 40
NASCAR starts. … Pruett began
his career in karting at the age of
eight and won 10 professional kart-
ing championships. … Pruett dom-
inated the Rolex Series with 41
wins in 132 starts. … His record-
tying five Rolex 24 victories came
in 1994, 2007, ʻ08, ʼ11 and ʼ13.

• Herb Thomas (Historic):
Thomas was NASCARʼs first two-
time champion (1951 and ʻ53) and
has the highest career winning per-
centage in NASCARʼs top series
(21.053%). Overall, he won 48
NASCAR Cup races, 39 poles and
was in a close battle for a third title
when his career was cut short by
injury. … Thomas was named one
of NASCARʼs 50 Greatest Drivers
in 1998. … Thomas, who died in
2000, was inducted into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame in 2013.

• Brock Yates (At Large):  Long-
time executive editor of Car and
Driver, Yates championed the role
of the automobile in American life. 

Yates established the Cannon-
ball Baker Sea-To-Shining-Sea Me-
morial Trophy Dash, a
cross-continental road race known
as the Cannonball Run; Yates won
the second installment in a Ferrari
Daytona with 1991 MSHFA in-
ductee Dan Gurney. The race be-
came the inspiration for several

Cannonball Run movies, for which
Yates wrote the screenplays. ...
Yates was a pit reporter for CBS
and a commentator on TNN and
the Speed Channel.

“From the King of the Outlaws to
the creator of the Cannonball Run,
weʼve got an outstanding class of
pioneers, champions, record-
breakers and innovators,” said
MSHFA President Ron Watson.
“This group, like so many of our in-
ductee classes, represents the en-
tire spectrum of motorsports that
forms the foundation of the Motor-
sports Hall of Fame of America.”

MSHFA inductees are chosen
via a multi-round voting process in-
volving 200 motorsports peers and
experts – including members of the
media.

Richard Petty Raises More
Than $170,000 for

Paralyzed Veterans of
America at Mecum Auto

Auction
MOORESVILLE, NC - For three

years, "The King" Richard Petty, his
race team Richard Petty Motor-
sports and his high performance
speed shop, Petty's Garage, part-
nered to build a limited edition Ford
Mustang for the Paralyzed Veter-
ans of America (Paralyzed Veter-
ans). Petty, a long-time supporter
of Paralyzed Veterans, made a re-
cent stop at the Mecum Auto Auc-
tion in Kissimmee, Fla., as the
2017 Ford Mustang GT was auc-
tioned off.

Richard Petty Motorsports
(RPM) purchased the 2017 Ford
Mustang GT and commissioned
Petty's Garage to build the one-of-
a-kind, high-performance vehicle.
The Mustang was stripped down
and repainted with a custom Petty
Blue, white and red design. A Whip-
ple Supercharger was added to
boost horsepower to a ground
pounding 825 ponies. A custom in-
terior from Katzkin was installed
featuring the Paralyzed Veterans
brand and a stainless exhaust by
Magnaflow. The finishing touches
were added by Forgeline wheels
and Continental Tires. Petty was
vigilant through the build process at
Petty's Garage to ensure every el-
ement of the Mustang met his
meticulous standards. When the
car was complete, RPM donated
the car to the Paralyzed Veterans
for the January 14 auction. The fin-
ished, one-of-a-kind automobile
raised $170,500 for the non-profit
veterans service organization.

For more information on Para-
lyzed Veterans of America and how
to give back to paralyzed veterans,
visit  pva.org.
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BRISTOL, TN -
Bristol Motor Speed-
way officials announce
additional details on
Mayʼs Short Track
U.S. Nationals, primed
to be the largest late
model event in history.

Tickets and pit
passes are now on
sale for the event,

scheduled for May 19-21, with dif-
ferent levels of purchasing options.
In addition, the Speedway will hold
two open test sessions to offer
teams the chance to tune their cars
prior to the late model weekend at
the Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile. 

“Everyone at Bristol Motor
Speedway is looking forward to this
new event for 2017,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice president
and general manager of Bristol
Motor Speedway. “Weʼre pleased
to release important information for
both fans and competitors and will
continue to do so as the event
draws near. The Short Track U.S.
Nationals is going to be an out-
standing event and we look forward
to welcoming racers and their fam-
ilies to the Tri-Cities region and en-
courage race fans to tune in
following the conclusion of the
NASCAR All-Star event at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway.”

Grandstand tickets are available
individually on Saturday and Sun-
day or as part of a two-day combo
ticket. The two-day combo ticket
starts at just $45 for adults and $10
for kids 12-and-under while a Sat-
urday GA ticket is $20 and a Sun-
day GA ticket is $30. Both single
day tickets are $5 for kids 12-and-
under. Grandstand access will not
be available on Friday.

Those interested in a VIP expe-
rience can purchase the VIP
combo which includes a grand-
stand seat and a pit pass for $85.
Individual pit passes (available for
ages 14 and up) are available for
$30 on Friday, $35 on Saturday,
$40 on Sunday, $70 for a Satur-
day/Sunday combo and $85 for a
three-day combo. Please visit
http://www.bristolmotorspeed-
way.com/tickets/us-short-track-
nationals/ for more information on
tickets and pit passes. A full pricing
grid is available at the end of the re-
lease.

Camping for both drivers and

spectators will be available. Full
hook up camping is available for
$250 while non-hook up will cost
$100. Please contact Daniel War-
ren at dwarren@bristolmotor-
speedway.com for more
information on camping availability.

The Speedway also will host two
open test sessions for competitors
prior to race day. Held on Saturday,
April 29 and Saturday, May 13, the
sessions will cost $100 per entry
(car and driver) and $25 per crew.
To register, please visit
https://events.com/r/en_US/regis-
tration/short-track-us-nationals-
open-test-days-bristol-april-26567.

Daytona International
Speedway

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-
tona International Speedway, in
partnership with the Greater Jack-
sonville Area USO and the Veteran
Tickets Foundation (Vet Tix), is cre-
ating the “Ticket for Troops” pro-
gram, providing race fans the
opportunity to help send members
of the military to Speedweeks 2017
events at the “World Center of Rac-
ing.”

Fans are able to contribute $3,
$5, $10 or more, with 100 percent
of all contributions going directly to-
ward the cost of tickets given to the
USO and Vet Tix for distribution to
active, retired, honorably dis-
charged veterans, reserves and
Gold Star Families. Daytona Inter-
national Speedway will match
every dollar gifted through this pro-
gram.

“We are proud of this program
and are honored to help bring mili-
tary members and their families to
the worldʼs only motorsports sta-
dium,” said Daytona International
Speedway President Chip Wile.
“And while this may be a new ini-
tiative, the speedwayʼs support of
our military is long-standing. It goes
back to the earliest days of the
speedway when our first president,
Bill France Sr., established a com-
mitment to the military that we have
continued throughout our 59-year
history.”

The Ticket for Troops program is
aligned with the USO and Vet Tix
efforts in supporting and recogniz-
ing members of the military. Vet Tix
and USO partners with major
sports teams, leagues, promoters,

organizations, venues and individ-
ual event ticket holders to provide
tickets to currently serving and vet-
erans of all branches of the military.

Tickets for Troops contributions
can be made by calling Daytona In-
ternational Speedway at 1-800-
PITSHOP or online at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com/military.

The USO strengthens Americaʼs
military service members by keep-
ing them connected to family, home
and country throughout their serv-
ice to the nation.
Millions of times each year at hun-
dreds of locations around the
world, the USO lifts the spirits of
Americaʼs troops and their fami-
lies.  A nonprofit, congressionally
chartered, private organization, the
USO relies on the generosity of in-
dividuals, organizations and corpo-
rations to support its activities. The
USO is not part of the U.S. govern-
ment, but is recognized by the De-
partment of Defense, Congress
and President of the United States,
who serves as Honorary Chair-
man. The Greater Jacksonville
Area USO, Inc. (“GJAUSO”) is a
Charted Affiliate of the United Serv-
ice Organizations, Inc.

About Vet Tix: We are a national
non-profit, non-governmental
501(C)(3) tax-exempt organization.
All contributions made to the or-
ganization are deductible under
section 170 of the IRS Code. But
most importantly, weʼre a dedicated
group of people who are also Vet-
erans and family members of Vet-
erans. We served our country. And
now itʼs our privilege to serve our
Military and Veterans and to pro-
vide an opportunity for the rest of
America to express its thanks and
gratitude. When our Military and
Veterans go to an event for free, we
want them to enjoy, relax, spend
precious time with their families
and feel a part of American life.
Thatʼ what we are committed to
creating every day. Join over
475,000 Vet Tixers at vettix.org.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Johnʼs March

Against Stomach Cancer reached
new heights at Sonoma Raceway
on Saturday, Jan. 21, as the 6th an-
nual event raised more than
$23,000 for the fight against gastric
cancer.

Nearly 350 people turned out for
the No Stomach For Cancer
fundraiser (www.nostomachfor-
cancer.org), which generated over
$5,000 more than its prior record-
setting year in 2016. Walkers, run-
ners and even dogs enjoyed a spin
around the 2.52-mile, 12-turn road
course on foot during the event,
which is held in honor of John Car-
dinale, the long-time Sonoma
Raceway spokesman who passed
away in 2013 after a two-year bat-
tle with stomach cancer. 

Johnʼs March has raised nearly
$90,000 over the past six years
and is the only major fundraiser for
No Stomach For Cancer on the
West Coast.

“No Stomach For Cancerʼs mis-
sion is to unite the caring power of
people worldwide affected by stom-
ach cancer,” said Jon Florin, exec-
utive director of No Stomach For
Cancer. “So, weʼre here not just to
focus on finding a cure, but to help
prevent stomach cancer, support
families and patients with stomach
cancer and to make it a manage-
able disease.” 

Participants ranged from com-
petitive runners to families, includ-
ing children on bikes and in
strollers. In addition, all 35 mem-
bers of the Stanford Menʼs Rowing
team hit the track for Johnʼs March
before heading to the Petaluma
River for additional training.

“Our team was honored to join
Johnʼs Army and be a part of this
incredible event,” said Stanford
Menʼs Rowing Coach Craig
Amerkhanian. “This spectacular
venue provided inspiration and a
strong community bond as people
from all over the bay walked and

(Continued on next page…)
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Participants in the March Against Stomach Cancer spread out
across the Sonoma Raceway. (Sonoma Raceway photo)
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ran on this race course
of champions for stom-
ach cancer aware-
ness.”

No Stomach For
Cancer is a non-profit
group that works to in-
crease awareness and
education about stom-
ach cancer, provide a
support network for af-
fected families and
support research ef-
forts for screening,
early detection, treat-
ment and prevention
of stomach cancer. 

Donations can still be made in
honor of this event at www.crow-
dr ise.com/JohnsMarch2017.
Sonoma Raceway will host its 7th
annual Johnʼs March Against Stom-
ach Cancer in January 2018. For
more information or to get involved,
contact Diana Brennan at dbren-
nan@sonomaraceway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - NASCAR

fans excited to kick off the season
but unable to attend the Daytona
500 can grab the next best seat -
watching the race on the "World's
Largest TV" for free. 

Texas Motor Speedway will
open its gates for the annual Day-
tona 500 Watching Party where
fans can camp or tailgate inside the
speedway and watch the racing ac-
tion from Daytona Beach, Fla., on
"Big Hoss" - the 12-story tall, high-
definition TV located on the back-
stretch. 

The two-day event, which is free
and open to the public, begins
when the gates to the South Tun-
nel open on Saturday, Feb. 25 at 8
a.m. CT for those looking to camp
overnight as well as tailgaters in-
terested in watching the season-
opening XFINTIY Series
Powershares QQQ 300 beginning
at 2:30 p.m. The weekend culmi-
nates with the running of the 59th
Daytona 500 on Sunday, Feb. 26,
beginning at 1 p.m. 

Fans interested in camping or
tailgating must RSVP at www.tex-
asmotorspeedway.com/Day-
tonaRSVP before Monday, Feb.
20.

The Daytona 500 Watching
Party weekend highlights include: 

• Fans can even ensure they
have the best seat and camping
spot available when NASCAR re-
turns to Texas Motor Speedway for
April's O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 and
November's AAA Texas 500 as well
as June's Rainguard Water Sealers

600 INDYCAR race by taking a tour
and making their selection in per-
son. 

• Live musical entertainment fol-
lowing Saturday's XFINITY Series
race as well as the comedy classic
"Stroker Ace" shown on "Big Hoss"
later that evening. 

• A two-day cornhole tournament
officiated by the Texas Cornhole
League that includes a grand prize
of two $100 O'Reilly Auto Parts gift
cards.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Talladega Su-

perspeedway, historically known
for producing the best motorsports
competition on the planet, is proud
to announce a different style of rac-
ing - U.S. Navy SEAL style - with
the HESCO BONEFROG Chal-
lenge on Saturday, March 25,
2017.

The HESCO BONEFROG
(www.bonefrogchallenge.com) is
the only Obstacle Course Race
(OCR) owned and operated by
U.S. Navy SEALs. BONEFROG
was created by Navy SEALs to
challenge, build and inspire partici-
pants to become better athletes
and recognize that they can do
anything they set their minds to,
while enjoying the camaraderie and
teamwork usually reserved for ac-
tive duty Navy SEALs.

The event will boast three race
distances that include: 3-mile Sprint
/ 20+ obstacles; 8-mile Challenge /
30+ obstacles; 11-mile TIER-1 /
50+ obstacles. For more informa-
tion on registration and pricing op-
tions to be a participant, please
visit HESCO BONEFROG's web-
site, www.bonefrogchallenge.com
and Facebook page, www.face-
book.com/BoneFrogChallenge.

Participants and spectators alike
can create a one-of-a-kind experi-
ence at the HESCO BONEFROG
Challenge by choosing to stay in
Talladega's iconic infield for the
weekend. 

Premium camping spots (full
hookups) will be $100 and primitive
camping spots (no power, water, or
sewer hookups) will be $40. Both
options can be reserved starting
January 20, 2017 by calling 877-
Go2-DEGA or logging on
to www.talladegasuperspeedway.c
om. These campsites will also be
available for purchase upon arrival
for cash only. Event day parking will
be onsite as well for just $10. 

Promising to bring one of the
best OCRʼs ever, enthusiasts will
not want to miss this truly unique
race experience held in Talladega
Superspeedwayʼs infamous infield. 

Awards will be given to individu-

als placing 1st – 3rd in each cate-
gory for open waves and cash
prizes will be awarded to the Elites
for the Challenge and TIER-1
waves. Spectators are welcome
and admission is FREE. Sports
vendors, music, beer, food and re-
freshments will be available
throughout the dayʼs event along
with a Tadpoles course for the kids.
Navy SEALs, along with other Spe-
cial Operations soldiers, will be part
of the event staff and motivating
racers along the course. A portion
of the eventʼs proceeds will be do-
nated to the Navy SEAL Founda-
tion providing military families
tragedy assistance when an active-
duty member is injured or killed in
action.   

Log on to www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call 877-Go2-
DEGA for more information.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Phoenix native,

Olympic gold medalist and current
UFC flyweight Henry “The Messen-
ger” Cejudo will lead the field to the
green flag behind the wheel of the
Official 2017 Chevrolet Camaro
Pace Car at the start of the Camp-
ing World 500 at Phoenix Raceway
on Sunday, March 19. As the offi-
cial pace car driver, the 29-year old
mixed martial artist will take an
honorary lap around the one-mile
oval.

“Starting the Camping World
500 as the official pace car driver
will be an honor,” said Cejudo. “I
have so much respect for what
NASCAR drivers do, and I canʼt
wait to get behind the wheel and
take a lap in front of my home town
crowd.”

Cejudo, who attended Maryvale
High School in Phoenix before
graduating from Coronado High
School in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
won a gold medal in freestyle
wrestling at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. At age 21, he became
the youngest Olympic wrestling
champion in U.S. history, earning
him the recognition of being named
one of Arizona's ten most fascinat-
ing people by the Arizona Republic
in 2008.

After signing with UFC in 2014,
Cejudo has earned a 10-2-0 record
and is currently ranked No. 2 fly-
weight in the world. Known for his
wrestling technique, he also ap-
peared as one of the coaches, op-
posite Joseph Benavidez on The
Ultimate Fighter 24.

When heʼs not competing,
Cejudo is also a published author,
writing “American Victory” in 2009
about his journey to becoming an
Olympian, as well as contributing to

“Wrestling for Dummies.”
In addition to his duties behind

the wheel, Cejudo will make a pro-
motional appearance at Phoenix
Raceway prior to the race on Sun-
day, March 19. For more informa-
tion on timing and other celebrity
appearances, please visit
PhoenixRaceway.com.

Tickets and pit passes for the
Camping World 500 on March 19
start at just $25 and can be pur-
chased online at PhoenixRace-
way.com, by phone at
866-408-RACE (7223) or in person
at the track ticket office.

Dover International
Speedway

DOVER, DE - Firefly Music Fes-
tival, the east coastʼs largest music
and camping festival, is returning to
The Woodlands for the sixth year
June 15 - 18, 2017. Along with
headliners The Weeknd, Muse,
Twenty One Pilots, Chance the
Rapper, and Bob Dylan and His
Band, the lineup also features
Flume, Weezer, The Shins, Thirty
Seconds to Mars, and more than
135 additional acts. Full lineup is
below.

General Admission and VIP
pass options go on sale today, Jan.
27, at 1pm ET through FireflyFesti-
val.com. General Admission
passes start at $289. Camping
packages will also be available for
purchase.

“This yearʼs lineup boasts the
most fan-driven acts weʼve ever
had mixed with a variety of up and
coming artists and chart-topping
performers,” says Christiane Pheil,
Director of Creative Programming
at Firefly Music Festival. “With our
dedication to our guest feedback
and the new attractions weʼll be
rolling out in June, the 2017 festival
is drawing the highest level of ex-
citement from our team.” 

The 2017 festival will feature the
return of staple Firefly attractions
including The Market, The Thicket,
The Coffee House presented by
StubHub, and the Dogfish Head
Brewery. 

Through Fireflyʼs recently intro-
duced fan-curated approach, new
attractions and experiential ele-
ments will be introduced as voting
concludes in the upcoming weeks.
Firefly is once again partnered with
St. Jude Childrenʼs Research Hos-
pital for the sixth consecutive year
and various initiatives will benefit
their Music Gives to St. Jude Kids
program. Returning Firefly partners
include Bud Light, Toyota, Red Bull,
and Delaware Tourism and addi-
tional partners will be announced
leading into the festival.
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SAN TAN VAL-
LEY, AZ - Despite best
efforts, Mother Nature
ultimately proved to be
too much to handle by
washing out the final
two rounds of the 11th
Annual Keyser Manu-
facturing Wild West
Shootout presented
by OʼReilly Auto Parts
at Arizona Speedway
on Sunday.

After Saturday nightʼs fifth round
of Wild West Shootout competition
for Super Late Models, USRA Mod-
ifieds and X-Mods was postponed
by rain to Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

The opening leg of a double
header, persistent rains forced the
cancellation of the makeup event
as well as the scheduled 5:00 p.m.
finale.

Emerging with championships
from the 11th Annual Wild West
Shootout are Bobby Pierce, Ricky
Thornton, Jr., and Travis Schulte.

Pierce topped three of four Black
Diamond/Club 29 Super Late Mod-
els presented by M&W Transport
features with Billy Moyer taking the
other victory.  Pierce took the title
by 13 points over Chris Simpson,
who posted three runner-up fin-
ishes.

Ricky Thornton, Jr., went three-
for-four as well in the MVT/Border
International USRA Modified pre-
sented by Arizona Differential ranks
to take the crown by 61 points over
Dustin Strand while Travis Schulte
edged Rusty Kollman by just one
point for the RHR Swag X-Mods
presented by Barnett Harley-David-
son title.

While inclement weather proved
disruptive for the final two rounds,
the stage is already set for a bigger
12th Annual Wild West Shootout in
2018.

The Wild West Shootout team
would like to thank our 2017 part-
ners:  Keyser Manufacturing,
OʼReilly Auto Parts, Black Diamond
Chassis, Club 29 Race Cars, M&W
Transport, Mesilla Valley Trans-
portation, Border International, FK
Rod Ends, Karl Performance, Total
Seal Piston Rings, Pro Power Rac-
ing, Hoosier Tire, RHR Swag, Bar-
nett Harley-Davidson, VP Fuels,
Earnhardt Dodge, AR Bodies,
EZGO, SafeCraft, Envision, Bak-
ersfield Karting Experience, Beaver
Stripes, Five Star Graphics and
The Courtyard by Marriott.

Pierce Back on Top in
Wild West Shootout

Round Four
SAN TAN VALLEY, AZ - Friday

the Thirteenth did little to scare
Bobby Pierce as he made a quick
return to victory lane at Arizona
Speedway to capture his third
Super Late Model triumph through
four round of 11th Annual Keyser
Manufacturing Wild West Shootout
presented by OʼReilly Auto Parts
competition.

And Pierce wasnʼt the only driver
to make it three wins in four tries,
as Ricky Thornton, Jr., matched his
pace in the USRA Modifieds while
Ron Schreiner earned his first X-
Modified win of the six race mini-
series.

With his third win in four rounds
of Black Diamond/Club 29 Super

Late Models presented by M&W
Transport action, Pierce stays in
contention for a potential $100,000
Keyser Manufacturing bonus if he
can top the final two events or a
$50,000 bonus for winning just one
of the two left on the docket.

“Itʼs really hard.  This field is very
tough, especially the more nights
we run, the more they figure out,”
the ʻSmooth Operatorʼ from Oak-
wood, IL, explained of capturing the
bonus money.

After winning the opening two
legs of the Wild West Shootout last
weekend, Pierce found himself
chasing Round Three winner Billy
Moyer in the early going of Fridayʼs
$5,000-to-win, 30-lap feature
event.

Pierce dove under Moyer to take
command on the fifth round and
then led the rest of the way to take
the win by 1.822 seconds ahead of
Chris Simpson, who settled for run-
ner-up honors for the third race in
a row to stay within 13 points of
Pierce in the series points chase.

Moyer took third-place honors
behind Pierce and Simpson with
Garrett Alberson and 18th-starter
Terry Phillips rounding out the top
five.

Ricky Thornton, Jr., had to work
for his third MVT/Border Interna-
tional USRA Modified presented by
Arizona Differential win of the se-
ries by rallying from the tenth start-
ing position for the triumph.

Thornton, Jr., raced to the stripe
ahead of R.C. Whitwell, who
charged from 16th, with Shane
Sabraski, Brad Dierks and Dustin
Strand rounding out the top five.

The RHR Swag X-Mods pre-
sented by Barnett Harley-Davidson
added a fourth different winner in

as many rounds with Ron
Schreiner making the most of his
pole starting position to take victory
honors ahead of Thornton, Jr.,
Rusty Kollman, Shawn Strong and
Preston Carr.

Moyer is Top Gun in Wild
West Shootout Round

Three
SAN TAN VALLEY, AZ -

Arkansasʼ Billy Moyer is certainly
no stranger to victory lane.

And he made sure that Bobby
Pierce wouldnʼt make a sweep of
the Super Late Model portion of the
11th Annual Keyser Manufacturing
Wild West Shootout presented by
OʼReilly Auto Parts by racing to vic-
tory lane in Wednesday nightʼs
third round of action atop the Ari-
zona Speedway clay oval.

While Moyer raced to the $5,000
triumph in the Super Late Model
ranks, Ricky Thornton, Jr., and
Shawn Strong enjoyed Wednesday
night Wild West Shootout glory in
the USRA Modifieds and X-Modi-
fieds, respectively.

After starting fourth, Moyer
worked the low side of the track to
take the lead way from Rodney
Sanders on the ninth round of the
Black Diamond/Club 29 Super Late
Models presented by M&W Trans-
port feature before holding off
Jimmy Mars and then Chris Simp-
son to secure the triumph.

With Moyer taking the win,
Simpson earned his third consecu-
tive podium finish and second
straight runner-up outing with
Pierce climbing from seventh to
claim third after topping the open-
ing two rounds of action.  Mars was
fourth with Terry Phillips rounding

(Continued on next page…)
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Wild West Shootout Sunday

Double Dip Washed Out;
Pierce Claims Title

Bobby Pierce celebrates the win on Friday the 13th at Arizona
Speedway, and because of rain on Sunday, Pierce claimed the
overall title for the week. (Arizona Speedway photo)

Billy Moyer has some help showing off his victory spois after win-
ning round three of the Wild West Shootout at Arizona Speedway.
(Arizona Speedway photo)
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out the top five 
Ricky Thornton,

Jr., picked off his sec-
ond win in three
rounds of MVT/Border
International USRA
Modified presented by
Arizona Differential
action by racing to vic-
tory lane in Wednes-
dayʼs 25-lap main
event.

After starting third,
Thornton, Jr., took the
win ahead of eighth-
starter Mickey Lassiter
with Blake Jegtvig,

David McDonald and Phil Dixon
rounding out the top five.

In the RHR Swag X-Mods pre-
sented by Barnett Harley-David-
son, Shawn Strong took advantage
of his pole starting position to be-
come the third different winner in as
many rounds of Wild West
Shootout competition.

Strong surged to the finish line
ahead of Rusty Kollman with Bran-
don Mehrwerth, Grant Southworth
and Travis Schulte rounding out the
top five.

Pierce Makes it Two in a
Row in Wild West

Shootout
SAN TAN VALLEY, AZ - Bobby

Pierce picked off his second win in
as many rounds of 11th Annual
Keyser Manufacturing Wild West
Shootout presented by OʼReilly
Auto Parts action by racing to vic-
tory lane in Sunday nightʼs 30-lap
Super Late Model feature at the
Arizona Speedway.

But, after wiring the field in Sat-
urday nightʼs opener, the Oakwood,
IL, shoe had to work for Sundayʼs
$5,000 score, taking command on
a lap 15 restart and then leading
the rest of the way to secure the
win aboard the Allgayer, Inc./Bob
Pierce Race Cars No. 32.

“Iʼm outta breath after that one,”
Pierce said in victory lane.

While Pierce bested the Black
Diamond/Club 29 Super Late Mod-
els presented by M&W Transport,
other Sunday night Wild West
Shootout winners included Dustin
Strand in USRA Modifieds and
Chad Olsen in X-Modifieds.

While Pierce led the Late Model
feature to the green flag from the
pole position, he spent the early
portion of the race chasing fellow
front row starter 
Garrett Alberson.  Alberson paced
the opening dozen circuits before
Brandon Overton took command

on a lap 13 restart.
Another restart two laps later fol-

lowing a multi-car melee in turns
three and four in which Justin Duty
got upside down opened the door
for Pierce, as he slid in front of
Overton for the lead in turns one
and two as the green flag flew
again.

“I had seen Brandon try it earlier
and decided to give it a try,” Pierce
explained.  
“I had a really good run on the bot-
tom, then I pushed a little getting
into one so hopefully I didnʼt mess
him up.”

Once out front, the 20-year-old
set sail and checked out on the
field to keep his hopes of the
Keyser Manufacturing $250,000
bonus for a six-race sweep alive.

In his wake, Overton surren-
dered second with a bobble exiting
turn four on the 22nd lap, leaving
Chris Simpson and Jimmy Mars to
battle it out for runner-up honors.
Simpson worked the low side of the
track to ultimately earn runner-up
honors with Mars settling for third.

“I had to dedicate to the bottom,”
Simpson said afterward.  “I lost
some spots early until I figured out
three and four.”

Mars said of his third-place fin-
ish, “We were alright, it was kind of
come and go for me.”

Overton settled for fourth while
Earl Pearson, Jr., rounded out the
top five for the second night in a
row.  

R.C. Whitwell turned in the
nightʼs top passing performance by
charging from the 21st starting po-
sition to capture sixth at the line.

While he was the first one to exit
the Super Late Model feature, the
night wasnʼt a complete loss for
Grand Forks, North Dakotaʼs
Dustin Strand as he raced to vic-
tory lane in the 25-lap MVT/Border
International USRA Modified pre-
sented by Arizona Differential main
event.

Strand capitalized on his front
row outside starting position to take
the win ahead of pole starter David
McDonald, Matt Leer, Matt Gilbert-
son and Shane Sabraski.

In RHR Swag X-Mods pre-
sented by Barnett Harley-Davidson
action, the winnerʼs loot went to
Minnesota for the second night in a
row as Chad Olsen charged to vic-
tory lane in the 25-lapper from the
third starting position.

Olsen took the checkered flag
ahead of Shawn Strong, who rallied
from 23rd to capture runner-up
honors, with Preston Carr, Satur-
day night winner Travis Schulte and
Rusty Kollman rounding out the top
five.

Pierce Owns Wild West
Shootout Opener

SAN TAN VALLEY, AZ - Bobby
Pierce made the most of his first
career Arizona start by racing to
victory lane in Saturday nightʼs
opening leg of the 11th Annual
Keyser Manufacturing Wild West
Shootout presented by OʼReilly
Auto Parts atop the 1/3-mile Ari-
zona Speedway near Phoenix.

The “Smooth Operator” from
Oakwood, IL, gunned into the lead
at the outset of the Black Dia-
mond/Club 29 Super Late Models
presented by M&W Transport main
event and led all 30 laps to collect
the $5,000 winnerʼs share.

“The car was phenomenal and
the track was great too,” Pierce
said in victory lane.

While Pierce enjoyed Super
Late Model victory lane, Ricky
Thornton, Jr., and Travis Schulte
took in Wild West Shootout honors
as well by besting the USRA Modi-
fieds and X-Modifieds, respectively,
as a total of 138 cars filled the pit
area for the first of six rounds of
competition.

In the Black Diamond/Club 29
Super Late Models presented by
M&W Transport feature, Pierce
took command from the front row
outside as the green flag flew and
never looked back despite a pair of
cautions along the way.

The triumph put Pierce in line for
the potential Keyser Manufacturing
$250,000 bonus for
the driver that can top
all six rounds.

“Weʼve got to have
luck by our side to do
it,” Pierce said of the
quarter-of-a-million
dollar possibility.

In Pierceʼs wake,
Brandon Overton
took advantage of a
caution with just eight

laps remaining to snare runner-up
honors with Chris Simpson claim-
ing the show position.  Ricky Thorn-
ton, Jr., crossed the stripe fourth
with Earl Pearson, Jr., rounding out
the top five.

Racing close to home, Thornton,
Jr., defended his home turf by rac-
ing to victory lane in the 25-lap
MVT/Border International USRA
Modified presented by Arizona Dif-
ferential main event.

“I slowed down a couple of times
when I hit the cushion, I hit myself
upside the head and said what are
you doing, just drive it,” Thornton
related in victory lane.

After outgunning fellow front row
starter R.C. Whitwell for the early
lead, Thornton, Jr., was in com-
mand throughout with Fito Gallardo
taking advantage of late-race prob-
lems for some other contenders to
reel in runner-up honors from the
11th starting position.

Shane Sabraska climbed ten po-
sitions to capture third behind
Thornton, Jr., and Gallardo with
Shawn Fletcher and Justin Kay
rounding out the top five.

Minnesotaʼs Travis Schulte
made the most of the long journey
by wiring the field in the 20-lap
RHR Swag X-Mods presented by
Barnett Harley-Davidson main
event.

Schulte stormed to the finish line
ahead of Brian Kakela with Chad
Olsen, Brandon Mehrwerth and
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Ricky Thornton takes home the winning trophies in the 250lap
USRA Modified event of the opening night of the Wild West
Shootout. (Arizona Speedway photo)



TULSA, OK - In
1994, Andy Hillenburg
became the first Okla-
homan to win the
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented
by General Tire.
Twenty-two years
later, the Golden
Driller has made its
way home as Norman,

Oklahoma's Christopher Bell made
his mark in the history books as the
champion of the 31st annual Lucas
Oil Chili Bowl Nationals presented
by General Tire.

Earning the victory for Keith
Kunz Motorsports, Bell's win puts
Keith with six overall Chili Bowl ti-
tles as a car owner since 1994
when Hillenburg wheeled the Keith
and Rusty Kunz owned entry to
Victory Lane.

"I'm speechless right now. I've
been coming to this building for so
long trying to win one of these
things, and I thought I was really
close to won at the Shootout a cou-
ple weeks ago, but we had a lot of
bad luck but I'll trade all that bad
luck in for this Driller right here.
This means the world to me," com-
mented a very emotional Christo-
pher Bell in Victory Lane. "Most of
my bad luck in this race has been
self-inflicted. You know, I've been in
this position before. I think this is
the third time I've started on the
front row and I would run into trou-
ble because I was pushing too
hard. Every time I've come here, it's
been attack, attach, attack and in
this 55 lap race, you don't need to
do that so I just ran as hard as I
needed too."

In his fourth feature appearance,
the Kunz/Toyota combination grid-
ded the 55 lap championship A-
Main outside the front row with Bell
playing the role of hunter the first
25 rounds as Indiana's Justin Grant
paced the field in the Clauson-Mar-
shal No. 39BC.

With the high side of the racing
surface coming into play near the
15th circuit, Bell began reeling in
the #Driven2SaveLives No. 39BC.
Overtaking Grant with a highline
pass off the second turn. Followed
soon after by Daryn Pittman, the
Owasso, Okla. native trailed by a
half-straight as the pair approached
traffic.

Moving back in on Bell's bumper

as slower cars were about to come
into play, a caution brought the field
single file.

Through a few more cautions,
Pittman was able to build momen-
tum. With a run in the closing laps
that brought the threat of a slide job
into play, Pittman found the cush-
ion just wrong to nearly send the
No. 21 into the fence, giving Bell a
clear path to victory.

Fighting engine woes, the run-
ner-up by Pittman was quite the
achievement.

"We don't have a spare engine,
so we weren't able to change it.
Luckily we have a really good en-
gine builder. I've got to thank
Esslinger and their crew. They re-
built this engine last year when we
had issues, and when we realized
we could fix it today, it lasted for 54
and three-quarter laps," said
Pittman who recorded his first ca-
reer Chili Bowl podium finish in
seven starts.

Having led the first 25 laps,
Justin Grant ended up crossing
third in his second Chili Bowl A-
Feature appearance.

"It's just a thrill to be driving for
Clauson-Marshall Racing and obvi-
ously I wanted to win for him (Bryan
Clauson) really bad, but I'm on the
podium at Chili Bowl so I should be
happy about that," commented
Grant on the third place finish.

Coming out of the night's second
C-Feature, Tanner Thorson
charged through the field to a fourth
place finish with Jake Swanson
making up the top-five. Tyler Court-
ney came home sixth with Zach
Daum from 11th to seventh. Mak-
ing his 14th consecutive, and 18th
overall A-Feature start, Arizona's
Jerry Coons Jr. came from a B-
Main to finish eighth. Ronnie Gard-
ner ninth was followed by Damion
Gardner in 10th from the 16th start-
ing spot.

The biggest moving through the
Alphabet was Thomas Meseraull.
Despite a DNF in the A-Feature,
the driver from San Jose passed 24
cars starting in the D-Feature to
race in the big show. The 2017 Chili
Bowl Rookie of the Year is Donny
Schatz who finished seventh in the
first B-Feature.

The dates for the 32nd Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals presented by
General Tire will be January 9-13,
2018 inside the River Spirit Expo

Center. Tickets go on sale in
March, 2017. More details will be
released in the coming month.

Justin Grant Unstoppable
on 2017 Chili Bowl

Vacuworx Qualifying Night
TULSA, OK - The final day of

qualifying for the 31st annual Lucas
Oil Chili Bowl Nationals presented
by General Tire was one filled with
emotion as California's Justin Grant
found Victory Lane for the first time
in Preliminary Night competition;
and did it in a Clauson-Marshall
mount one year after Bryan Clau-
son took his final checkered flag
atop the clay of the Tulsa Expo
Raceway.

"No, I can't even try," said Grant
of putting the win into words. "But
I'm not going to say I'm carrying on
(Bryan Clauson's) legacy at all.
That would be not even a chance.
He was incredible. He was such a
big deal. I guess we didn't really ap-
preciate how big of a deal he was
until we lost him. It's incredible to
see how many people are behind
him and behind that. It is a lot pres-
sure."

Making three first time winners
in four nights of racing, Grant was
the class of the field with all 25 laps
of the Vacuworx Night feature cred-
ited to his torrid pace.

Caution following the first lap
that saw Ace McCarthy spinning
and collecting Holly Shelton, Grant
was stalked by fellow Californian,
Ronnie Gardner. Keeping pace
with the No. 39BC, the pair broke
away from the running order.

With the cushion coming in just
after the race's mid-point, some of
the fastest lap times being turned
were by Daryn Pittman. Coming
from eighth, the No. 21 wheeled
hard on the high line. Having lost
pace with the leader in traffic, Gard-
ner worked the low line while

Pittman stuck true to the wall to
take over the runner-up spot on
Lap 18.

Remaining under green flag
conditions, Pittman was able to
close the gap, but it wouldn't be
enough to run down Justin Grant.
With a silver lined Friday night,
Pittman will make the call in his
seventh Chili Bowl A-Feature since
1999.

The only other Oklahoman
locked into the Feature so far,
Pittman commented on what it
would mean to match the feat of
Andy Hillenburg, "I was here and I
watched it. It was one of the best
Chili Bowls I've ever seen so it'd
mean a lot. Andy (Hillenburg) was
a big hero of mine I got to watch
growing up and it was a blast as a
young kid watching him win this
race so I'd love to be the one to do
it."

Ronnie Gardner would hold on
to third to earn his first A-Feature
start on Saturday night. The sec-
ond Six-Eight Motorsports entry to
lock into the big dance, Gardner,
commented about the team's suc-
cess in the 2017 edition Chili Bowl.

"It's cool man. I think the budget
of our team is like a fifth of a lot of
the guys out here so that's pretty
cool just for this midget man. I don't
think I will be able to wipe the smile
off the face all the home."

Ricky Stenhouse, Jr. came up to
fourth from seventh with Califor-
nia's Michael Faccinto completing
the top-five after starting ninth.
Damion Gardner from 12th was
sixth with D.J. Netto seventh. The
two California drivers were followed
by Indiana royalty as 15th starting
Dave Darland grabbed eighth.
Fighting through the field, Tim Mc-
Creadie show from 18th to ninth
with Oklahoma's Wayne Johnson
finishing tenth.

(Continued on next page…)
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Christopher Bell is joined by his crew in Victory Lane as the new
champion of the Chili Bowl (JOHN LEE photo)



(Continued…)

Followed by the
#BCForever Pole
Shuffle powered by
Pizza Express to set
to the Top 12 in Satur-
day's A-Main, Justin
Grant pulled off his
second victory of the
night by defeating Ok-
lahoma's Christopher
Bell. The 11 rounds
began with Zach
Daum winning over
Colby Copeland.
Leary trumped Daum
in the next round to
face Ronnie Gardner

who went on to race Daryn
Pittman. Winning the three lap
dash, Pittman retired with mechan-
ical issues, leaving Danny Stratton
to face Jake Swanson. Downing
Stratton, Swanson was defeated in
the next round by Tyler Cortney
who but away Travis Berryhill be-
fore spinning while racing Justin
Grant for the runner-up spot.

Through four nights of races, a
record setting 365 drivers have
checked in for the 31st annual
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General Tire. The record
far exceeds the one set in 2016
with 335.

At the close of Friday's Vacu-
worx Qualifying Night, the Fastenal
Flip Count has reached 33.

Christopher Bell
Dominates 2017 Chili Bowl

J.C.T. Qualifying Night
TULSA, OK - For the second

year running, Oklahoma's Christo-
pher Bell raced his DC Solar/Keith
Kunz Motorsports No. 71W to Vic-
tory Lane in Thursday's John
Christner Trucking Qualifying Night
at the 31st annual Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire.

A show of dominance by the na-
tive of Norman, Bell's third Prelimi-
nary Night victory locks him into his
fourth championship A-Feature in
as many years.

"I've been coming to the Chili
Bowl for a long time. Growing up
here in Oklahoma, this is the Day-
tona 500 for us," said Bell of the
win.

I remember coming here as a lit-
tle kid and sitting in the front stretch
grandstands, and every year I'd go
buy the Chili Bowl t-shirt. I loved
being able to see all the cars on the
back of the t-shirts and that's some-
thing that stood out to me as a little
kid. Seeing my name on the back
of the 2018 Chili Bowl t-shirt would

mean just as much as holding a
Golden Driller. To be able to be in
this position again, I feel like I've
matured a lot as a driver since the
previous times I've been in this po-
sition. I want nothing more than to
win the Chili Bowl and I've got a
good shot at it this week."

Through a caution just after the
start of the second lap, second
starting Bell gave chase to Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. Taking the top of
turns one and two on the restart,
Bell ran full out into a slide job off
the fourth turn to take over the top
spot.

Slowed again on the fourth
round, Hafertepe saw his night turn
sour as the No. 15h snagged the
cone on the restart, sending the
Texas shoe to the tail of the field.

Moving the Bondio No. 47 of
Danny Stratton to place, the drop of
the green saw Bell take off like a
shot. Railing a deep Tulsa Expo
Raceway cushion, Bell quickly
amassed a three second lead be-
fore catching traffic at the race's
mid-point.

Slowed once more at Lap 16, a
trio of lapped cars sat between Bell
and Stratton with C.J. Leary chas-
ing in third. Advancing his advan-
tage of 3.149 seconds before one
final caution, Bell was simply un-
stoppable with a 1.422 seconds ad-
vantage at the drop of the
checkered flag.

Asked if he felt like he had any-
thing for Bell in the closing laps,
Stratton replied, "Nah. I feel like he
got too much of an advantage there
in the beginning and in the middle
part of the race and put some
lapped cars behind him. I wasn't
just quick enough to get up to
speed like that. I think in the end I
was holding my own but it was just
too late."

Giving chase nearly the entire A-
Feature, C.J. Leary will make his
second A-Feature in as many
years. Having to hold off the re-
peated advances for the third spot,
while attempting to work around the
No. 47, Leary was still pleased with
locking into Saturday's finale.

"The last five to 10 laps we were
trying to figure out a way to get
around Stratton, plus trying to hold
off Allgaier was difficult because he
was pretty good there at the end
and we were pretty good."

Rounding the final turn, Justin
Allgaier was set to finish fourth, but
contact between he and Thomas
Meseraull sent the No. 7A flipping,
causing the finish to split following
the third place car. Justin was cred-
ited 17th with Meseraull 18th.

With the crash coming to the fin-
ish, Shane Golobic advanced to a

fourth place finish with Andrew
Deal completing the top-five. Tracy
Hines from ninth crossed sixth with
Jason Johnson seventh. Having to
wheel from a C-Feature, Arizona's
Jerry Coons, Jr. ran circles to an
eighth place finish from the 11th
row. Justin Peck from 12th grabbed
ninth with Gage Walker from 17th
to finish 10th

Presented by John Christner
Trucking, Thursday's list of drivers
topped 96 to bring the event total to
274, just 61 shy of the record of
335 drivers that drew in for the
2016 event. The Fastenal Flip
Count has reached 23 over three
nights of the Chili Bowl with all driv-
ers able to walk away.

Travis Berryhill Comes Up
Aces in Hard Rock Casino

Qualifying Night
TULSA, OK - Adding to the list of

first time winners at the Tulsa Expo
Raceway, California's Travis Berry-
hill solidified his spot in Saturday's
championship feature event with a
win in Wednesday's Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino, Tulsa Qualifying
Night at the 31st annual Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals presented by
General Tire.

The 42nd different preliminary
night winner in Chili Bowl history,
Berryhill was chased to the line by
fellow Californians, Jake Swanson
and Colby Copeland with all three
punching their ticket into Satur-
day's A-Main for the first time.

"Man it takes a lot of pressure
off," chuckled the driver of the
Manic Racing No. 31 when asked
about being locked in.

"I've been in a B-Main here but
I've never been in a Saturday night
A-Main, so I'm pretty proud of that.
I've been to in the 'B' and been
close, and down to the Q main
event, or whatever they are down
to these days, and everywhere in

between. So when you are down
there in those things it's a struggle
and it's stressful because you
never know what you are going to
get; especially the further you get
down. I've been all the way through
them. Last year we had a pretty
poor qualifying night. We were fast
but we just couldn't put it all to-
gether. Then Saturday night we re-
ally bared down and threw some
stuff at it that worked and we went
through three or four main events
last year. I carried a little bit of that
confidence over to this year as
well."

Taking off from fifth, Berryhill
wasted no time advancing to the
point in the Ray Seach wrenched
No. 31. Battling with Missouri's An-
drew Felker on the third round, the
Fontana powered No. 31 rolled to
the top spot on Lap 4 with a move
off the second turn with Okla-
homa's Kevin Bayer in tow.

Caution on Lap 6, the chase for
the lead was berm to wall on the
Tulsa Expo Raceway with Berryhill
glued to the hub, while Bayer railed
the cushion. Evenly matched at
every end of the Raceway, the mar-
gin for the lead was by inches at
times as Bayer built momentum for
a pass on Lap 10.

Staying true of the bottom of the
track, Berryhill took advantage of a
bobble by the driver of the Boss
Chassis No. 91k to retake the lead
on Lap 13. Able to gain some
breathing room over Bayer, the
back of the field was quickly ap-
proaching. Finding the tail of the
pack on Lap 15, the question of
where to run became real a lap
later. On the back bumper of
lapped traffic, the caution flew to
bring the field to a single file restart.

Attempting the restart, fourth
running Andrew Felker lost power
to force another caution, advancing

(Continued on next page…)
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An all California Podium with Travis Berryhill leading the charge
(MICHAEL FRY photo)



(Continued…)

Jake Swanson into fourth. Once
the race resumed, Berryhill was
able to slip away to a 1.824 second
advantage at the line, while the
race for second was on between
Jake Swanson and Colby
Copeland.

Advancing out of a B-Main to
start 18th, Swanson would win out
the battle for the runner-up spot.
On having to race through the 'B' to
get to the A-Feature, Swanson had
to fight a sour engine under the
bonnet of the No. 68W.

Putting him behind the eight
ball, Jake commented on the situa-
tion by saying, "It was a little hectic

to say the least. There's no quit in our deal.
Straight out the get go that thing was really
good. They had that thing on a rail. We won the
heat race, and I knew we had to win that to
make it count. From there we went to the quali-
fier and figure we could get a good jump, but as
soon as the thing fired off it wasn't running right.
I tried resetting the box and I tried leaning it
down, whatever I could do. It just wasn't happen
then with one to go, the thing was running on all
four again. It took off and I though we just got a
Chili Bowl miracle, but as soon as the yellow
came out that wasn't the case and it dropped
back to two (cylinders). After that, it just shut off."

Barely holding onto third, Copeland edged
out Washington's Gary Taylor by only 0.068 sec-
onds. With a sense of relief, Copeland talked
about being locked into Saturday night.

"It feels pretty good to be in the Saturday fea-
ture. It's good to hang out now and get the car
ready to see what we can do on Friday with the
pole shuffle, then get ready for 55 laps on Sat-
urday. We're actually staying at the Hard Rock
Casino so it worked out good that we were qual-
ifying tonight, so we can celebrate and get fo-
cused and be ready to go for Friday and
Saturday."

While just missing the transfer, Gary Taylor
ran to the fourth spot from seventh with Tyler
Thomas coming from ninth to complete the top-
five.

Ryan Robinson crossed sixth with Sammy
Swindell hard charging from 24th to seventh
after advancing from the C-Features. In pursuit
of Chili Bowl Rookie of the Year, Donnie Schatz
moved from 15th to eighth. Casey Shuman from
16th earned the ninth spot with Brent
Beauchamp crossing tenth.

Presented by Hard Rock Hotel & Casino,
Tulsa; Wednesday's qualifying slate saw 88
drivers making the call to bring the event total to
178. The Fastenal Flip Count has reached 18
over the first two nights of the Chili Bowl with all
drivers able to walk away.

Tyler Courtney Shines in 2017 Chili
Bowl Opener

TULSA, OK - Indiana's Tyler Courtney spent
his morning unveiling the new #Driven2Save-
Lives program in honor of Bryan Clauson, and
spent his evening driving like him as the pilot of
the Clauson-Marshall Racing No. 7BC raced to

his first preliminary A-Feature win in Chili Bowl
competition, and in doing so, locks into his first
Chili Bowl Championship feature event.

While the win was a very emotional one for
the entire Clauson-Marshall racing team, Tyler
explained the win simply when asked to put it
into words, "Two words. Parked It."

"Honestly, I think I'm still in shock. I don't think
it's really hit me yet. This is really cool with a
new team, on the so called dream team that
Bryan wanted to put together," said Courtney.
"Bryan [Clauson] was the guy that gave me the
opportunity seven years ago. He's a big part of
my career and plus, I got to win my first USAC
National sprint Car race over him this summer
during Sprint Week. That's something that I'll al-
ways have with me."

Chili Bowl Preliminary Night Winner No. 41,
Courtney, who earned the pole in Tuesday's
Warren CAT Qualifying Night A-Feature, battled
the opening laps with Oklahoma's Matt Sherrell
before having to also contend with the Keith
Kunz Motorsports No. 71K of Kyle Larson.

Locked in a tight three way battle for the first
six rotations around the Tulsa Expo Raceway,
Courtney began putting distance of now second
running, Larson. 

Keeping the No. 71K at length as the back of
the field came into view, that distance was start-
ing to dwindle as Larson worked the cushion at
both ends of the Raceway.

Bumper-to-bumper with 13 to go thanks to a
caution for Tony Bruce, Jr., Larson set up for the
slide job. Denied the point, the Parker Stores
entry quickly regained momentum. Low in one
and two, high in three and four with 12 to go, the
lead was Larson's but the caution would again
blink on before the lap could be completed.

Slowed again with 10 laps to
run, the restart took two at-
tempts as drivers leveled the
cone, sending two drivers to
the tail.

Returning with a barrage of
Slide Jobs, Larson and Court-
ney used up every inch of the
track. Working to the final eight
laps, it was Larson off the
fourth turn. Running hard to the
cushion, the door was open for
Courtney to retake the point off
the second turn. Following the
No. 7BC in on the turn three
cushion, Larson skipped four
tires into the fluff. Trying to cor-
rect the mistake, Larson
mashed the throttle, only to jet-
tison the No. 71K skyward. A
hard landing and a hit to follow
as Matt Westfall had nowhere
to run. Despite the crash, both
drivers returned to competition.

From there, Tyler Courtney
would run away to a 2.775 sec-
ond advantage over New
York's Larry Wight, who ad-
vanced from seventh to the sil-
ver podium step.

"It's pretty amazing for us to
be able to come down here,"
explained the native New
Yorker. "Shawn Michael, Mike

Heffner, just the whole crew did an awesome
job. We brought a brand new Chili Bowl car and
it definitely paid off for us."

Charging hard the final eight laps, Illinois'
Zach Daum advanced from 10th to the final
transfer to secure his sixth Chili Bowl A-Feature.

Asked about the pressure of the Chili Bowl,
Daum replied, "I put more pressure on myself
than anybody. I try to stay relaxed as much as I
can. We spend a lot of money to come to this
one race every year and you want to run good.
That's the main goal here. To make the show for
one, and put yourself in position to go after a
Driller. This is our Daytona. It's our Indianapolis;
this is the Mecca of a Midget races so there's al-
ways a little bit of pressure, but you kind of try to
rise to the pressure."

A preliminary night winner one year ago,
Pennsylvania's Alex Bright came up just shy of
the transfer with a run from 12th to fourth.
Jonathan Beason rounded out the top-five after
starting ninth.

Chase Briscoe crossed sixth with England's
Tom Harris advancing from 22nd to second in
the Beast No. 4h. Steven Shebester, Matt Sher-
rell, and Joey Saldana from 17th made up the
top-ten.

For the ninth running of the Vacuworx Invita-
tional Race of Champions, Kyle Larson led non-
stop to pick up the night's $6,363.63 check.
Normally a $2,500 to win event, Kim and Greg
Stewart along with Doug and Mary Harris
brought the amount up to honor the late Bryan
Clauson. Already a VIROC winner, this win was
especially emotional for Larson as he and Clau-
son were close friends. Following the interview,
it was announced by Kim Stewart that the race
is going to pay $6,363.63 to win from now on.
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CONCORD, NC -
This time next month
a new season will be
underway for the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series. For the
third year in a row the
series will kick off at
Screven Motorsports
Complex on February
17-18 before the real
madness begins at the

46th annual DIRTcar Nationals at
Volusia Speedway Park.

Coming off of a three-month
break from the series, the first two
weeks of racing is one of the tough-
est tests of the year. The start of
the season will be a vital test of
mental and physical strength and
stability as the drivers will face
nearly 250 laps of feature races be-
tween the first drop of the green
flag at Screven Motorsports Com-
plex and the last wave of the
checkered flag at DIRTcar Nation-
als. Some drivers may break under
the pressure resulting in backing
out of running full-time; while some
drivers may succeed and decide to
join the series for the rest of the
season. There are a lot of un-
knowns heading into the first two
weeks of the season, but that's
what makes the trip to Florida in
February that much more exciting.

For the last two seasons the
driver that took home the Big Gator
trophy at DIRTcar Nationals also
claimed the championship title
when World Finals rolled around at
the end of the year. In 2015, that
person was Shane Clanton, a full-
time series driver since 2005.

"If you come out of Florida on
top then it's easy to stay on top, if
you come up behind then it's hard
to dig yourself out of that hole. It's
important to have a good run be-
cause it will boost the whole sea-
son and who knows who will be
running good. Hopefully I am still as
good as I was last year and the
year before. That way everyone will
be chasing after me instead of me
chasing them," said Clanton.

The 2016 season was domi-
nated by Josh Richards in the
Rocket Chassis House Car. He
claimed the Big Gator and the
championship title last year along
with 18 series wins over the course
of 40 races. For 2017, the Rocket1
will be sporting a new driver, Bran-
don Sheppard. The series has also

added some other crucial late
model drivers to the mix, including
Chris Madden, Devin Moran and
Donald Bradsher.

"I've run SpeedWeeks for three
or four years now and I've entered
every race every year I've been
here. As a driver I'm pretty focused
and ready to go and as a team we
are more prepared than I have ever
been. It's the first point you get to
start off the season right. You can
come back from a deficit if you
have to but it's a lot easier if you
start off running really well and start
gaining a lot of points at the start off
the year," said Sheppard.

The full-time series drivers can
be nearly split down the middle. On
one hand you have the hotshots,
the drivers who have years-and-
years of experience; including
Clanton, Chub Frank and Rick Eck-
ert. On the other hand you have the
young guns, the guys that are
chasing their dreams and in the
midst making a name for them-
selves in the sport; these drivers in-
clude Billy Moyer Jr., Tyler Erb, and
Eric Wells. Unlike many other
sports, however, at the end of any
given night, both ends of this spec-
trum have a chance at taking the
checkers.

"I definitely want to win close to
five races and stay in the top-five or
the top-three every night [of Speed-
Weeks]. My dad always told me,
you can be two types of people,
you can be the type of guy that
doesn't set high expectations for
yourself and just settle for whatever
happens or you can set high ex-
pectations and work your ass off to
get there," said Sheppard.

The historic DIRTcar Nationals is
the most accessible motorsports
event during the Florida in Febru-
ary jaunt featuring 12 action-
packed days of racing among
multiple series. Every ticket is a pit
pass, so fans can get up close and
personal to all the action and meet
their favorite drivers from each of
the competing series below.

Tickets for DIRTcar Nationals
start at $20 and are on sale now.
Save your spot at Volusia Speed-
way Park by calling 844-DIRT-TIX
(347-8849), or by visiting www.
DIRTcarNationals.com.

Visit www.DIRTcarNationals.
com for the latest news and infor-
mation from the event. Follow
DIRTcar Nationals on Twitter
at www.Twitter.com/DIRTcarNats.

DIRTcar Racing
Caps-off 33rd Annual

Banquet with 'A
Tribute to Excellence'

CONCORD, NC - The 33rd An-
nual DIRTcar Racing Tribute to Ex-
cellence Awards Banquet in
Springfield, Ill. honored champions
across 10 divisions for their out-
standing performances during the
2016 racing season. 

While the weather outside was
brutal, the Springfield Crowne
Plaza Hotel ballroom inside was
warm as guests reminisced on a
great 2016 season. Nearly 1,000
competitors, family and friends at-
tended Saturday evening's event.
There, DIRTcar Racing distributed
close to $330,000 to competitors in
recognition of their successes dur-
ing the 2016 season.

"Smooth Operator" Bobby
Pierce continued his dominance in
the DIRTcar Late Model division.
The Danville, Ill. native collected
his third straight DIRTcar Late
Model National Championship.

Pierce visited Victory Lane 19
times during the 2016 season. In
addition to his National Champi-
onship, Pierce also won the Sum-
mer Nationals title and finished
ninth in the Midwest region. Rusty
Schlenk and McKay Wenger fin-
ished second and third respectfully
in the National Championship
points standings. 

Mike Harrison took home the
National Championship honors in
the DIRTcar UMP Modified division. 

Harrison, a native of Highland
Creek, Ill., comes off another stel-
lar season, aside from finishing first
in the national points standings,
Harrison went on to finish fifth in the
Illinois region, fourth in the South-

ern Illinois/Missouri region, and
second in the Summit Modified Na-
tionals. Harrison recorded 21 wins
during the 2016 season. This is
Harrison's fifth Modified Nationals
Championship. 

Harrison's championship paid
$20,000.

A.J. May of Creve Coeur, IL,
took top honors in the DIRTcar Pro
Late Model National Champi-
onship, worth $10,000 dollars. May
visited Victory Lane at DIRTcar-
sanctioned events 15 times during
the season.

Federated Auto Parts Raceway
at I-55 was named the 2016 DIRT-
car Track of the Year. I-55 Raceway
in Pevely, Mo. is a high-banked 1/3-
mile high-banked oval that features
Saturday night racing. Additionally,
the Raceway plays hosts to the
Ironman for the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint Car Series.
Owners Ray and Sue Marler were
on-hand to accept the award.

Jason Plummer was honored as
the 2016 DIRTcar Promoter of the
Year. Plummer is the promoter for
Peoria Speedway.

Jeremy Reed, of Decatur, Ill.,
was the DIRTcar Sports Compact
National Champion. Reed went on
to finish fifth in the West region and
sixth in the North region. Reed to-
taled 22 victories during the 2016
season.

In the DIRTcar Factory Stock na-
tional points standings, Jesse Sim-
mons of Danville, Ill. came out on
top. Simmons claimed had 18 wins
during the 2016 season. He re-
ceived $1,000 for his champi-
onship.

With 13 wins on the year, Steve
Peeden from Paragon, In, was the
DIRTcar Sportsman national cham

(Continued on next page…)
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Jumping the Gun: DIRTcar
Nationals Will Lay Foundation

for 2017 Season

2016 DIRTcar UMP National Champions from left to right: Jeremy
Reed (Sport Compact), Jesse Simmons (Factory Stock), Tim Han-
cock (Pro Modified), A.J. May (Pro Late Models), Sam Driggers
(DIRTcar UMP Series Director), Mike Harrison (Modified), Steve
Peeden (Sportsman), Andrew Funk (Stock Car), Ryan Hamilton
(KidModz). Not pictured is Late Model Champion Bobby Pierce.
(JIMMY DEARING photo)



(Continued…)

pion. In addition to his
National Champion,
Peeden also won the
East region.

Tim Hancock was
honored for his DIRT-
car Pro Modified Se-
ries national title.
Hancock had 19 wins
throughout the season
and received $1,000
from the points fund.

Andrew Funk from
Dwight, Ill., had 26
wins during the 2016
season. Funk was the
Stock Car National

Champion. Funk also finished sec-
ond in the North and fifth in the
South region.

Kevin Atkins won the Pro Sprint
division and Jon Robbins wrapped
up the I-Mod championship.

The Summit Modified National
Championship went to Nick Hoff-
man. David Mielke won the Michi-
gan DIRTcar Mod Championship,
Tony Jackson Jr. was the MARS
Champion. The American Mod Se-
ries Championship went to Trent
Young. The American Ethanol Late
Model Tour Championship went to
Dona Marcoullier and the ALMS
Championship was claimed by
Rusty Schlenk. 

The 2016 Kid Modz champi-
onship went to Ryan Hamilton of
Fairview Heights, Ill. Hamilton had
six wins on the season.

State and regional champions
recognized during the banquet in-
cluded:

• Late Models ($2,000 each):
Denny Woodworth (Midwest),
Caleb Ashby (Deep South), Mike
Spatola (Central), Justin Wells
(South), Michael Kloos (South-
west), Eric Spangler (Michigan),
Richard Papenhausen (West) and
Devin Shiels (East). 

• UMP Modifieds ($2,000 each):
Trent Young (Deep South), Clayton
Miller and Trent Young (South),
Shawn Valenti (East), Derek
Groomer (Indiana/Kentucky), David
Mielke (Michigan), Jeff Koz (Ohio),
Gabe Menser (Illinois), Jamie
Lomax (Northern Indiana) and
Michael Long (Missouri/Illinois). 

• Pro Late Models ($500 each):
A.J. May (North) and Michael Zim-
merman (South).

• Sportsman ($200 each): Troy
Medley (West) and Steve Peeden
(East).

• Stock Car ($200 each): Jerrard
Krick (North) and Josh Griffith
(South).

• Sport Compact ($200 each):
Jerry Gibson III (East), Rickey Car-

riker (West), Richard Ashby Jr.
(South) and Matt Mackey (North)

Other special awards were
handed out during the banquet:

• With 122 wins throughout the
season, Impressive Race Cars was
honored as the Modified Chassis
Builder of the Year. Rocket Race
Cars, with 86 wins during the 2016
season, was honored as the Late
Model Chassis Builder of the Year.

• Bandit Race Cars was named
the 2016 American Modified Series
Chassis of the Year while Mullins
Racing Engines claimed the 2016
American Modified Series Engine
of the Year. 

• Spec Race Engines was the
winner of the Modified Champion
Engine Builder Award. Pro Power
claimed the Late Model Champion
Engine Builder award.

• Ciara Pierce was awarded the
Late Model Mechanic of the Year
award and Brett Harrison received
the Modified Mechanic of the Year
award.

• Bo Brockway, of Glasford Ill.,
finished 41st in the DIRTcar Late
Model national points en route to
the 2016 Rookie of the Year title.

• DirtOnDirt.com's Todd Turner
was honored with the prestige Bob
Memmer Achievement Award.

The DIRTcar UMP Modifieds
start their 2017 season at North
Florida Raceway in Lake City,
Florida on Feb. 3. The Modifieds
will then head to East Bay Race-
way Park on Feb. 7 through the
11th. The UMP Modifieds head
back to North Florida Raceway on
the 12th before wrapping up their
Florida tour at DIRTcar Nationals at
Volusia Speedway Park Feb. 14 to
21.

The 2017 DIRTcar Late Models
kick off their season on Feb. 12 at
North Florida Speedway. The Late
Models will join DIRTcar Nationals
for three nights of action packed
racing on Feb. 20-22. 

2017 DIRTcar and
Super DIRTcar Series
Schedule Announced

CONCORD, NC - The Super
DIRTcar Series announced today
the 2017 racing schedule. The
2017 Super DIRTcar Series sched-
ule features events spanning from
mid-February through early No-
vember. The series will visit tracks
in Florida, Ohio, North Carolina,
New York, Ontario and Quebec.

The Super DIRTcar Series will
once again kick off the season with
its fourth annual trip south for the
DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park in a non-points
event. Series racing action will con-

tinue in late April when they take on
the high banks of Fulton Speedway
for the the High Bank Hold-Up. 

New to the 2017 schedule, the
Big-Block Modifieds will make their
first-ever trip to the four-tenths mile
oval of Airborne Park Speedway in
Plattsburgh, N.Y. The Speedway
recently laid down new clay in
preparation for the new season.

After a 10-year absence, the
Big-Block Modifieds returned to El-
dora (Ohio) Speedway in 2016.
The series will once again return to
the half-mile dirt oval in 2017 on
July 18th and 19th. During last
year's events Tim Fuller and 2016
Series Champion 'Super' Matt
Sheppard nabbed victories at the
famed dirt track. 

The series will venture north of
the border when it visits Auto-
drome-Granby and LeRPM Speed-
way on back-to-back nights of
September 8th and 9th. 

The stars of the Big-Block Mod-
ifieds head to Fonda, N.Y. for a final
tune-up before NAPA Auto Parts
Super DIRT Week on Saturday,
September 23rd. NAPA Super
DIRT Week will once again return
to the famed Oswego Speedway in
2017 for the 46th annual event dur-
ing the week of October 8th. 

The series makes one final trip
to Canada at Brockville Speedway
on Friday, October 13th before
heading south to Concord, N.C. for
the Bad Boy Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte on November
2nd-4th. 

DIRTcar Racing also announced
the 2017 358-Modified final nine-
race schedule, along with full
schedules for the Sportsman and
Pro Stock classes. The 2017 re-
gional format and schedules for the
358-modifieds will be announced in
the coming weeks. 

To learn more about the Super
DIRTcar Series, and to find out how
to purchase tickets for all series
events, visit www.SuperDIRT-
carSeries.com.

Airborne, Freedom
and Utica-Rome
Speedways Join

DIRTcar Northeast as
Sportsman Modified
Home Tracks in 2017
CONCORD, NC - DIRTcar

Northeast officials are proud to an-
nounce the additions of Airborne
Speedway, Freedom Raceway
Park and Utica-Rome Speedway
as Sportsman Modified home
tracks for the 2017 season. The ad-
dition of the trio of New York facili-

ties increases the number of DIRT-
car Sportsman Modified sanctioned
tracks to 17 for the upcoming sea-
son.

Airborne Speedway in Platts-
burgh, NY returns to a dirt surface
in 2017 with promoter John Walker
leading the conversion. The track
will host the DIRTcar Sportsman
Modifieds on a weekly basis as well
as a North Region tour event in
September. Airborne is also the
newest track to the Super DIRTcar
Series tour. It will host the Big-
Block Modifieds at the half-mile
oval on Thursday, July 6.

Freedom Motorsports Park, lo-
cated in Delevan, NY, provides a
home track to drivers in the south-
western area of the state under the
guidance of Bob Reis. The 1/3-mile
clay oval hosts Friday night racing
from May to September less than
one hour southeast of Buffalo.

Utica-Rome Speedway, man-
aged by Bill and Kim Shea, is a key
central New York home track with
an established base of Sportsman
Modifieds. In addition to becoming
a Sportsman Modified home track,
Utica-Rome will also host three
DIRTcar Sportsman Modified series
events in 2017, including two in the
east region and one in the central
region.

The three New York tracks join
14 other facilities in the Northeast
as DIRTcar Sportsman Modified
home tracks. They include Albany-
Saratoga Speedway, Brewerton
Speedway, Fonda Speedway, Ful-
ton Speedway, Mohawk Speed-
way, Ramsomville Speedway and
Weedsport Speedway in New York.
Ontario tracks Brockville Ontario
Speedway, Cornwall Motor Speed-
way, Humberstone Speedway and
Merrittville Speedway are all re-
turning as Sportsman Modified
home tracks as well as Quebec's
Autodrome Drummond, Autodrome
Granby and LeRPM Speedway.

These 17 tracks offer valuable
Home Track Bonus Points to nearly
500 Sportsman Modified drivers
across the Northeast. Home Track
Bonus Points are the first step for
drivers who compete for the DIRT-
car Sportsman Modified Series title
and in various DIRTcar Northeast
programs.

As previously announced, the
2017 edition of the DIRTcar Sports-
man Series will feature a regional
format with the schedule divided
into four regions - North, West,
Central and East. 

Regional and combined series
events will take place 23 tracks for
a total of 32 events with negotia-
tions ongoing to add additional race
dates.
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CONCORD, NC - The World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series solidifies its 2017 season
not only on familiar grounds - visit-
ing some of the most storied tracks
nationwide - but also by adding
three new tracks to an already big
stage.

The series is scheduled to visit
25 states and one province for its
upcoming season. Notably, the
Greatest Show on Dirt will leave its
usual tracks at some of dirt racing's

most prestigious venues.
The grand introduction of the Outlaws' 40th

season will be at the DIRTcar Nationals from
February 17-19 at Volusia (Fla.) Speedway
Park. In the event's 45th running, the Sprints will
be accompanied by the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series, and the Super
DIRTcar Series, among others. All divisions will
be seeking the coveted "Big Gator" trophy, along
with bragging rights to start off the season.

As usual, the season will be headlined by its
stops at Eldora (Ohio) Speedway and Williams
Grove (Pa.) Speedway. Eldora will host six days
of action-packed racing, including the #Let-
sRaceTwo blockbuster show May 12-13 and
Kings Royal to conclude a triple-header on July
15. Williams Grove Speedway will host seven
days of racing, including the Champion Racing
Oil National Open from September 28-30.

A highly anticipated mid-season event will
feature Sprint car's cream of the crop, as the 5-
Hour Energy Knoxville Nationals hits the scene
August 9-12 at Knoxville (Iowa) Raceway. The
Outlaws will seek to extend the event's storied
57-year history with yet another barn-burner
for the books. Last season series regular
Jason Johnson celebrated an emotional vic-
tory, beating out superstar Donny Schatz for
a night to remember.

Traditionally, the Outlaws have invaded
Calistoga (Calif.) Speedway for the Wine
Country Outlaw Shootout in April. However,
in the series' 26th year making the stop, the
event at the stoic half-mile has moved for-
ward to September 15-16 in hopes of more
reliable weather. This will be the first time
the Outlaws return to Calistoga for an early-
September race weekend since 2007.

Continuing a streak of 15 stops in
Canada since 2011, the series will make its
annual stop at Ohsweken (Ont.) Speedway
for the Arrow Express Six Nations Show-
down. Schatz, the reigning race champion,
has won the show three times since the se-
ries' inaugural stop in 2007.

Tracks making their debut in the series
include: Gator Motorplex (Tex.), Cocopah
(Ariz.) Speedway and West Liberty (Iowa)
Speedway.

The series will make a cameo appear-
ance at "Racing's Biggest Party" in the
Northeast to headline Fulton Speedway's
Saturday Night Special. The sprint car
showdown on October 2 will be a part of the

46th Annual NAPA Auto Parts Super DIRT Week
in Upstate New York. 

To conclude a rigorous 90-plus race sched-
ule, the Outlaws will settle the points champi-
onship at the Bad Boy Off Road World Finals
from November 2-4. Last season, Schatz solid-
ified his eighth championship campaign at The
Dirt Track at Charlotte, a series best. Not only
was a champion crowned in front of a jam-
packed crowd, but the three-day extravaganza
also decided the final finish for a narrow points
battle between the following three positions in
points.

The complete 2017 schedule can be found at
www.WoOSprint .com. Tickets for select events
are on-sale now at dirtcar.ticketforce .com or by
calling 844-DIRT-TIX (347-8849).

World of Outlaws Launches
Race Day Drug-Testing Pro-

gram
CONCORD, NC - The World of Outlaws an-

nounced today an exclusive partnership with
The National Center for Drug Free Sport (Drug
Free Sport) for a robust drug-testing program to
improve the safety of competitors in compliance
with a revised World of Outlaws Substance
Abuse Policy. 

"Every major sport across the country has
adopted drug-testing policies. As the leader in
dirt track racing we felt it was time to join that
group," said World of Outlaws President Tom
Deery. "Partnering with Drug Free Sport as a
third-party administrator provides our partici-
pants a thorough and fair testing platform." 

Beginning with the 2017 racing season, the

World of Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car Series
and Late Model Series will require drivers to par-
ticipate in random testing for substances of
abuse that could impede driving ability. 

"We've had a drug policy in place for quite a
while now that allows us to test based on suspi-
cion," said Deery. "But we've never done ran-
dom testing. It's time to add another dimension
to create a stronger deterrent." 

Drug Free Sport is a world-wide leader in the
sport drug-testing industry, currently conducting
drug testing management and/or education
services for the NFL, MLB, NCAA, NBA, WNBA,
NBA D-League, PGA Tour, LPGA, USGA,
CrossFit Games, the Big Ten Conference, and
more than 300 colleges, universities and ama-
teur athletics organizations around the world. 

"As a true independent third-party adminis-
trator, Drug Free Sport provides consistency to
the process, an added layer of confidence, con-
fidentiality, and skill, leveraging our technical ex-
pertise in industry-approved testing procedures
and certified specimen collection," said Chris
Guinty, Drug Free Sport COO. "Our collectors
and staff establish the tone within the industry
of ensuring fair and safe sport for athletes,
teams and fans." 

Random drug testing will begin at the onset of
the 2017 season. Testing will apply to drivers
only and will be conducted at a number of
events throughout the season. Notification will
not be given prior to any event. Drivers found in
violation will be subject to suspension. 

"We're not looking for performance-enhanc-
ing drugs, as in other sports," said World of Out-
laws CEO Brian Carter. "Regardless of your
view on recreational drug use, we can all agree
they have no place on the race track. We're try-
ing to keep our drivers safe." 

"The World of Outlaws run in close quarters
at high speeds, and we will not allow anything
that puts participants and fans at risk," said
Carter.
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CONCORD, NC -
The World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series is set to
embark on its 14th
season since regroup-
ing in 2004. The na-
tional tour - loaded
with some of dirt late
model racing's heavi-
est hitters - will travel
21 states and one
Canadian province in

2017.
The 2017 series schedule fea-

tures 58 nights of fender-to-fender
racing, and the Outlaws will revisit
20 tracks from last season's tour.
Notably, the Outlaws will resume
their international stretch through
Canada; they have made a total of
six stops at Cornwall (Ont.) Motor
Speedway and Brighton (Ont.)
Speedway since 2012.

The series will kick-off the sea-
son at Screven (Ga.) Motorsports
Park as usual. The Winter Freeze
VII on February 17-18 in has been
the first stop in four of the last five
seasons. Thereon, the late model
series will join the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint Car Series and
Super DIRTcar Series Big-Block
Modifieds for the prestigious 45th
Annual DIRTcar Nationals at Volu-
sia (Fla.) Speedway Park. Each se-
ries will battle for the coveted "Big
Gator" trophy from February 23-25.

Within the schedule lies some of
dirt late model's most prestigious
events. Lernerville (Pa.) Speedway
appears on the schedule four
times, and three of those nights
make up the fiery Firecracker 100
weekend from June 22-24. Last
year during the preliminary races,
2015 Rookie of the Year Brandon
Overton was able to land his first
career series win. An emotional
Overton climbed out of the car in
victory lane, paying tribute to his fa-
ther's efforts in helping him get to
this point in his career.

Also on tap is the Prairie Dirt
Classic from July 28-29 at Fairbury
American Legion (Ill.) Speedway.
The 1/4-mile, semi-banked clay
oval has been a landing spot for the
World of Outlaws since 2013.
There, the Outlaws will join late
model's best drivers to build on the
28-year history of the Illinois clas-
sic.

Another key component to a
wide variety of events is the 30th
annual USA Nationals from August

3-5 in New Richmond, Wis. The
3/8-mile oval has been a mainstay
since the series' conception in
1988, and offered a season-defin-
ing $50,000 payout to the winner
last season.

Seven tracks will debut in the se-
ries, including: The Dirt Oval at
Route 66 (Ill.) Raceway, Salina
Highbanks (Okla.) Speedway,
Cherokee (S.C.) Speedway,
Senoia (Ga.) Raceway, Terre
Haute (Ind.) Action Track, Oshkosh
SpeedZone (Wisc.) Raceway, and
Georgetown (Del.) Speedway.

With close ties to The Dirt Oval
at Route 66, series regular Frank
Heckenast Jr. will make his home-
coming to a track that has not seen
the presence of a late model in
nearly 15 years. The track Presi-
dent, Sherri Heckenast, is the sis-
ter of Frankfort, Ill. driver.

The 2017 World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series
Championship will be sealed at the
Bad Boy Off Road World Finals at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte on No-
vember 2-4. 

"We are really excited to have
the opportunity to visit so many
new places with the World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late Model Se-
ries," said Late Model Series
Director Tim Christman. "Every
week we challenge drivers on their
own turf to prove that we run with
the best drivers out there, so visit-
ing new tracks this season will help
bring more local drivers and differ-
ent competition to our stage."

The complete 2017 schedule
can be found at
www.WoOLMS.com. Tickets for se-
lect events are on-sale now at dirt-
car.ticketforce.com or by calling
844-DIRT-TIX (347-8849).

Most Wanted: 2017
Unraveled and

Unfiltered
CONCORD, NC - The World of

Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series gains a few new bruisers
and everyone is gearing up for the
season's first shootout in 2017. The
drivers and their crews will travel
across familiar and unfamiliar ter-
rain in hopes of keeping the title of
the fastest guys around. The first
real test for the traveling band will
be a double header at Screven Mo-
torsports Complex and DIRTcar
Nationals in February. With new
names on the books for the 2017

season, anything could happen as
we race toward World Finals in No-
vember. 

Here are the guys we think you
should put at the top of your Most
Wanted list in 2017: 

• Shane Clanton: In 2017 Shane
Clanton is going to show up at the
ring hungry to reclaim his title as
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series Champion. To say
Clanton is a seasoned driver is an
understatement. He earned his first
series win in 2004 and has been a
committed World of Outlaws full-
time driver since 2005. He earned
his first championship title at the
completion of the 2015 season.
During his impressive 2015 sea-
son, Clanton saddled up and
headed out with 10 wins, 34 top-
five and 37 top-ten finishes of 43
total races. Clanton has placed
second in the overall point stand-
ings three times, including the
2006, 2013 and 2016 seasons. 

This past season, Clanton
scored seven wins, 23 top-five and
32 top-ten finishes. At the 2016
season banquet after being over-
thrown by a newly crowned cham-
pion, Clanton pointed and said, "I'm
coming for you next season."
Needless to say, Clanton may be
the last guy showing any mercy on
the track this season.

• Billy Moyer Jr.: Young gun Billy
Moyer Jr. is a surefire competitor
for the future of the sport. Born
from a Late Model legend who
passed down his book of knowl-
edge, Moyer Jr. is now writing his
own chapter: earning the 2016
Rookie of the Year title and backing
it up with two wins, six top-five, and
17 top-10 finishes. Moyer Jr. shows
great enthusiasm and no hesitation
to pull the trigger at the first sign of
green. 

• Rick Eckert: When the series

restarted in 2004, there were 12
full-time drivers and Rick Eckert
was one of them. Eckert has been
a frontrunner for some time, total-
ing 35 series wins, ranking fourth
on the tour's modern-era wins list

and fifth on the all-time list. In 2016
Eckert finished third in the overall
points standing where he is no
stranger. Ten times throughout his
career, Eckert has landed in the top
five in the points race. Ultimately
his dedication and success in the
industry have earned this series pi-
oneer a place in the 2017 Dirt Late
Model Hall of Fame. We tip our hat
to you, Scrub. 

• Brandon Sheppard: In the past
Brandon Sheppard has made ap-
pearances on the World of Outlaws
stage but has never committed to
the series as a full-time driver. This
season is a different chapter. Shep-
pard will be sporting No. 1 Mark
Richards Rocket Chassis House
Car and is out to prove his worth in
the industry by competing with the
best of the best, full time. With a
commitment to the series and big
boots to fill on the Rocket1 iron
horse, fans will be sitting on the
edge of their seats to see what
damage this guy can do to the
podium.

Chris Madden: A tried and true
badass in a racecar, Chris Madden,
finally joins the dark side. Madden
has appeared on the Outlaw stage
countless of times with his first se-
ries win in 2006. His most recent
series win was at the last race of
the season, the 2016 Bad Boy Off
Road World Finals which robbed
Charlotte Motor Speedway of
$25,000 and etched out the Out-
laws on the track. The 2017 season
marks Maddens first committed ex-
cursion with a series tour. They al-
ways say, "if you can't beat 'em,

(Continued on page 25)

W
or

ld
 o

f O
ut

la
ws

La
te

 M
od

el
 S

er
ie

s World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series 2017
Schedule Announced

BRANDON SHEPPARD

SHANE CLANTON



CORONA, CA - A
10-round battle for the
championship, two lu-
crative special events
and four dates com-
bining the West
Coast's top touring di-
visions are the high-
lights of the 2017
schedule for the Lucas
Oil Modified Series.

It begins February
11 with the third Win-

ter
Showdown on the ultra-fast half-

mile oval at Kern County Raceway
Park in Bakersfield, California, and
ends with the traditional West
Coast Short Track Championships
at The Bullring at Las Vegas
(Nevada) Motor Speedway No-
vember 18.

Those special events, two of the
four in which the exciting open-
wheel Modifieds will share headline
status with the SRL Southwest
Tour's Super Late Models, are the
bookends for the 10 races that will
determine the series' Hoosier Tire
West points champion.

Those 10 races will take the se-
ries back to the eight tracks in four
states that produced the closest
points race in the series' 11-year
history in 2016. A record eight dif-
ferent drivers had parked in the
winner's circle and the points lead
had changed hands a record four
times before Lakeside, California's,
Matthew Hicks emerged with a 4-
point win over Taylor Miinch, with
Scott Winters 10 points back in
third.

The smallest winning margin
previously had been the 12 points
that separated champion Jim
Mardis and runner-up Austin
Barnes in 2011.

"We're looking forward to an-
other extremely competitive sea-
son," series promoter Greg
Scheidecker said. "We think the
tracks in our series offer the most
varied racing you'll find in any tour-
ing series and the results would
seem to indicate it's also the best
racing you'll find. That's ultimately
a tribute to our drivers and teams,
of course, but we've tried to help
them as much as possible by main-
taining continuity and familiarity.

"The dates of this year's races
almost mirror last year's, but we
have changed the track rotation a
little. One reason for that was so
we could say yes to the opportunity

to headline the show at Kern
County on the weekend before the
Fourth of July, and we had to make
a change at Orange Show Speed-
way. We've moved that race two
weeks later, to September 23, be-
cause of a date conflict with the Na-
tional Orange Show that would
have impacted our race teams and
fans.

"Changing the date there means
we'll close the regular season with
three events in five weeks. That's
asking a lot of our teams, but
they've shown over and over that
they're the best around. It definitely
will add some drama to those last
three races."

The 2017 schedule for the
Lucas Oil Modified Series:

February 11- Kern County 
Raceway Park
March 11 - Havasu 95 Speedway
April 8 - Tucson Speedway
May 20 - The Bullring at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway
June 10 - Madera Speedway
July 1 - Kern County Raceway 
Park
July 22 - Rocky Mountain
Raceways
August 19 - Irwindale Speedway
September 23 - Orange Show 
Speedway
October 7 - Madera Speedway
October 28 - Havasu 95
Speedway
November 18 - The Bullring at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway
Race distances, purses and

other details will be announced
when they are finalized.

Rhino AG Super Bowl
of Racing Kicks Off

2017 Season!
BATAVIA, OH - The highly antic-

ipated 2017 season for the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series will kick
off with the Rhino AG Super Bowl
of Racing - Presented by General
Tire Thursday, February 9th
through Saturday, February 11th at
Golden Isles Speedway in
Brunswick, GA.

The Super Bowl of Racing will
get underway on Thursday, Febru-
ary 9th with an open practice for all
competing divisions. The Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series will take
center stage on Friday, February
10th in the first championship
points-earning event of the 2017
season, which includes a 50-lap,
$10,000-to-win main event. The
Super Bowl of Racing will conclude
on Saturday night with a 60-lap,

$12,000-to-win main event. Both
nights will include a full program of
racing for the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series, along with the Southern
Thunder Late Models, Street
Stocks, and E-Mods.

Rhino is a leader in the agricul-
tural equipment industry with em-
phasis on tractor mounted rotary
cutters and flail grass mowers, front
end tractor loaders, backhoes, and
hay mowers; rear blades, post hole
diggers, finishing mowers, rotary
tillers, boom cutters, and landscape
rakes. Rhino equipment is used in
agricultural, commercial, or indus-
trial mowing applications, land-
scape preparation, pasture
aeration, roadside maintenance,
and many other farm and ranch ap-
plications. Three-point, pull-type,
and semi-mount units are avail-
able. For more information, visit:
www.servis-rhino.com.

For 100 years General Tire has
been an innovation leader, intro-
ducing new styles and technology
to adapt to changing needs and
protect what we love with top qual-
ity products designed for every
condition. Today, General Tire is an
industry leading manufacturer of
off-road, high performance, SUV,
light truck, 4x4, and passenger
tires. To learn more or find a dealer
near you, visit: www.generaltire
.com. 

Golden Isles Speedway is lo-
cated off Highway 82 in Way-
nesville, GA, just 12 miles west of
I-95 at Exit 29. For tickets or more
information, visit: www.gisdirt.com
or call the track office at (916) 386-
0061.

Revitalized Mansfield
(OH) Motor Speedway
Added to 2017 Slate 
BATAVIA, OH - The Lucas Oil

Late Model Dirt Series has ex-
panded an already aggressive
2017 slate. The captivating stars of
the nation's premier dirt late model
tour will invade Mansfield Motor
Speedway on July 2nd for a 50-lap,
$10,000-to-win event, dubbed -
The Freedom 50.

The deep, rich and long history
of racing in Mansfield, Ohio dates
back to 1959, when the original
track - Mansfield Raceway - first
opened as a 3/8-mile dirt track.  It
was converted to an asphalt track
in 1999, renamed (Mansfield Mo-
torsports Speedway) and has re-
mained asphalt ever since.  The
speedway saw its pinnacle mo-
ments from 2004-2008 where it
held NASCAR Truck Series events
and drew standing room only
crowds of over 20,000 in atten-

dance.
The .44-mile oval will be trans-

formed into a dirt track in 2017, with
many changes and upgrades antic-
ipated before opening in the spring.
"Dirt racing in Ohio is strong - and
overall, across the country, it is in a
much better situation than asphalt.
Mansfield is located in the heart of
some of the best racing in the
country and with a venue as nice
as this [Mansfield], it is a shame it
has not been put back on the map
like it deserves," said Cody Som-
mer, President of Mansfield Motor
Speedway.

"Mansfield was once nationally
ranked in the top 5 of the greatest
race tracks in the country and I
don't see any reason why it can not
return back to that very quickly,"
Sommer added. The state-of-the-
art facility features a safer barrier,
twelve luxury suites, a complete
race control room, 7,200 aluminum
bleacher seats with chair backed/
covered reserved seats for 2,000
spectators. The hillside seating op-
tion adds a unique experience for
around 2,000 attendees - bringing
total capacity to nearly 10,000.

Mansfield Motor Speedway
(MMS) can be found online at
www.MansfieldMotorSpeedway.co
m where a full website will be re-
leased soon.  In the meantime,
Mansfield Motor Speedway sug-
gests fans connect with them di-
rectly on social media to stay up to
date on special news and an-
nouncements at www.Facebook.
com/MansfieldMotorSpeedway and
Twitter @RaceMansfield.  MMS
has an information phone line at
419-465-RACE (7223).  Any in-
quiries can also be sent via email
to:  info@MansfieldMotorSpeed-
way.com. 

The updated 2017 Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series tour sched-
ule now features a record-breaking
55 events at 36 different venues,
across 22 states, showcasing the
talents of the nation's elite dirt late
model teams. Included among
those are: Scott Bloomquist, Tim
McCreadie, Josh Richards, Jimmy
Owens, Earl Pearson Jr., Don
O'Neal, Steve Francis, Jared Lan-
ders, Darrell Lanigan, and more!

Wrisco Industries
Extends Partnership
with Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series

BATAVIA, OH - Wrisco Indus-
tries - a leading manufacturer of
high quality aluminum, architec-
tural, steel and building products
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Lucas Oil Modified Series
Unveils Schedule for 2017

Season



(Continued from page 23)

join 'em" so let's see
what he's got when
every night's a
shootout with the Out-
laws. 

Dark Horses: 
• Brandon Over-

ton: Holding the 2015
Rookie of the Year title
and only one series
win, don't be fooled.
Brandon Overton is a
force to be reckoned
with on the dirt and will
give you one hell of a
run for your money.
With odds in the fea-

ture usually stacking against him,
somehow, some way Overton finds
his way to the front of the field. This
season is set to be even more ex-
citing than the past as Overton
takes over Randy "Dream"
Weavers 116 ride. In the off sea-
son, Overton and his new team
have entered three races where
they have finished on the podium
all three times racking up one win
and two third-place finishes. 

• Steve Casebolt: Making his of-
ficial debut on the Outlaw scene in
2016, Steve Casebolt was the run-
ner-up for the Rookie of the Year
title paired with 5 top-five and 15
top-ten finishes of 38 entered fea-
tures ultimately finishing sixth in
points. In 2016, Casebolt made his
best run at Eriez Speedway he fin-
ished second. With a million-dollar
smile and a charming personality
Casebolt easily casts his spell over
the hearts of spectators. 

• Tyler Erb: Coming out of es-
sentially nowhere and swinging the
pub doors wide open on the 2016
season, Tyler Erb had plenty of
barstools turning around and peo-
ple heads tilting. Erb's improve-
ment throughout the season has
the barrel of his gun hot for the
2017 season. In 2016 Erb gathered
one top-five and 10 top-10 fin-
ishes. 

• Devin Moran: Devin Moran
stems from a Late Model dynasty
and shows great potential for the
industry. In 2014, Moran claimed
18 feature wins at various tracks.
He has been passed the No. 9
torch by Ty Twarog Racing and will
be in the running for the 2017
Rookie of the Year title. At only 22
years old, he already has a strong
crowd of supporters behind him. 

If they were gamblin' men,
here's their bets on 2017: 

• Rick Eshelman, World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late Model Series
Announcer: "Everybody obviously
has a chance but Shane Clanton is

a champion, Rick Eckert is a cham-
pion so they know what it takes.
Then Chris Madden is a champion
on many regional aspects so for
him to go for the World of Outlaws
title is going to make it tough. All of
the guys that ran it last year like
Frank Heckenast Jr., Billy Moyer
Jr., Rookies Devin Moran and Don-
ald Bradsher all of them are going
to have a say in what happens in
November at World Finals. I think
there is going to be a different win-
ner every night and the points are
just going to be wild all year long. It
ought to be one of the best point
races since 2005 when Billy Moyer
and Steve Francis tied for the
points and Moyer won it on the tie
breaker."

• Michael Rigsby, DirtonDirt.com
CEO and Videographer: "The crazy
thing about this year is that it is as
wide open as it has ever been and
I think that's a good thing. You have
Brandon Sheppard standing into
the Rocket House Car so you im-
mediately put on of the best young
drivers of the country on what is ar-
guably the best team in the coun-
try. He's for sure going to be in
contention every single night. Then
you have Shane Clanton who had
an unbelievably good 2015 and a
so-so 2016 and you know he is
going to want to be able to bounce
back. Then you add Chris Madden
and Devin Moran to the tour who
are really good as well. Honestly, I
think anybody could win this cham-
pionship. If I had to put a front run-
ner on it I would say Brandon in the
Rocket House Car is the favorite to
win it but I think Clanton and Mad-
den are nipping right at his heels."

• Kevin Kovac, DirtonDirt.com
Senior Writer and Editor: "I would
say Shane Clanton, now with Josh
Richards gone, is going to be the
favorite but Brandon Sheppard is
going to be tough too. Those are
the two that it will be tough be-
tween. It's just a matter of if Bran-
don Sheppard is experienced
enough now on a national touring
level to contend for the champi-
onship like Josh  did. I think if Bran-
don Overton commits to running
the tour full time with his new team,
he'll be in the top three. He really
improved last year but this year he
has the equipment that will take
him to the top three. The two new
guys you are going to have to
watch is Chris Madden and Devin
Moran. Madden has never run a full
tour before but he is an experi-
enced guy. I also think Tyler Erb will
win a race this year and Eric Wells
was looking really good at the end
of last year. It will be an interesting
and competitive year really."

Keeping the Faith
World of Outlaws and

DIRTcar Racing Partner
with Racing with Jesus

Ministries
CONCORD, NC - Amidst all the

race day hoopla, drivers, team
members and officials found peace
in one place at Thompson (Conn.)
Speedway. Under a nearby shade
tree, Reverend Pat Evans instilled
both belief and the power of God in
everyone under the limbs before
hot laps. Evans offered guidance
through The Word of the Lord,
which eventually blossomed into
“Racing with Jesus Ministries” in
October 1980. Evans nurtured the
“Racerʼs Church” for 25 years until
his passing.

Though, Evansʼ vision for the
ministry did not grow weary. In
2005, Don Rivers became the new
President of Racing with Jesus,
hopeful to carry on both the vision
of the ministry and the passion for
motorsports that Evans left behind.
Rivers and Evans met for the first
time in 2002 while he was a volun-
teer in the ministry.

“There were times when tracks
wouldnʼt let us hold Chapel serv-
ices,” Rivers said. “Weʼd have to do
it in the parking lot. Pat was some-
one who wasnʼt going to take no for
an answer. Pat was adamant about
this. Our presence needs to be
here. Thatʼs come around to where
we have tracks and racing series
knocking on our door for support.

People are seeing the value in
what we do.”

World Racing Group (WRG) and
Racing with Jesus Ministries have
partnered together to provide
Chaplain services to the sanction-
ing bodyʼs nationally touring series
– predominantly the World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Sprint
Car and Late Model Series,
and DIRTcar Racing sanctioned
events. Rivers said he is blessed to
have the opportunity of “bringing
the strength of God to racers.” The
operation was exclusively an as-
phalt service to start.

In 2010, Rivers received a call
from WRG with the request to sup-
port one of its most prestigious
events, Super DIRT Week in Syra-
cuse, N.Y.  With sparked interest in
dirt track racing, the following Feb-
ruary Rivers traveled to Volusia
(Fla.) Speedway Park to assist with
the three-day thriller of DIRTcar Na-
tionals.  Little did he know, a divine
gift that would forever change the
ministry awaited him.

While the duo tackles 35,000-
plus miles annually with a lean
group, Rivers jokingly tells people
his “congregation travels at 150
mph and turns left.”

“Pat is dancing, I can tell you
that,” Rivers said. “He told us on his
deathbed, ʻThis canʼt die with me.
We have to continue.ʼ He would be
ecstatic. Thatʼs what thrives us –
his vision. I think heʼs looking down,
excited on what weʼve done with
what he started.”
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(Continued…)
for over 100 years - will
continue their partner-
ship with the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
throughout 2019.

As the undisputed
champion aluminum
sheet supplier to the
racing industry leader,
Wrisco carries more
than 40 winning racing
finishes, such as
painted, anodized, mill
finish and aluminum
diamond tread bright in
a wide range of sizes
and gauges - all avail-
able for immediate

shipment. Wrisco is the leader in
race color innovations with our full-
line of .040 racing painted alu-
minum sheet for car bodies and
trailer skins. Join Wrisco' s winning
Hall of Fame Racing Team today
and see why Wrisco has been
beating the competition since
1916! To learn more, visit:
www.wrisco.com.

"It wouldn't be possible for the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series to
bring the most exciting events to
fans without help from dedicated
partners like Wrisco Industries,"
said Rick Schwallie, Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Director. "Wrisco
was one of the first companies to
support the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series and we're privileged to
continue our working relationship
for 2017 and beyond."

Wrisco Industries will continue
as the title sponsor of the "Most
Feature Wins" - which awards
$1,000 cash at the year-end
awards banquet to the driver that
earns the Most Feature Wins
throughout the season. In addition,
Wrisco will become the title spon-
sor of the East Bay Winternationals
and the Speedweeks Champi-
onship Chase. With the support of
Wrisco, the annual tradition of
"Florida in February" will now
award $500 cash to the top eight
perfect attendance drivers in the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
Speedweeks points.
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