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Although car man-
ufacturers are steering
toward producing
more trucks, sport util-
ity vehicles and
crossovers, donʼt ex-
pect to see the Soccer
Mom Minivan 500 any-
time soon in NASCAR.

As Chevrolet,
Ford and Toyota tran-
sition away
from sedans

to meet the demands of
their customers, there are
no plans to shake things up
with stock-car racingʼs top-
two racing series.

But the choice of models
will be extremely limited.

Ford announced in April
the only sedan it would
only manufacture after
2019 will be the Mustang. Thatʼs
one reason why the company an-
nounced it would switch from this
yearʼs Fusion to the Mustang next
year.

After next year, the Fusion, Fi-
esta, Tauris and Focus all will be
scuttled. Ford does plan to re-
design the Focus next year as a
crossover-like hatchback.

Ford expects sedans to make up
only 10 percent of its sales by
2020.

Chevrolet is set to compete with
the Camaro ZL1 in the Xfinity and
Monster Energy Cup series, while
Toyota has had several versions of
its Camry on the racetrack since
2008.

At the same time, Toyota an-
nounced Friday it was moving to
the Supra model next year in the
Xfinity Series.

Ranked No. 6, the Camry was
the only sedan ranked among the
top seven-selling vehicles during
2017 in the U.S. According to Kel-
ley Blue Book, the other six are
trucks and SUVs.

The top-three sellers nationally
are pickups manufactured by Ford,
Chevrolet and Ram. Also ranked
among the top seven are three
SUVs and the Camry.

“Weʼve certainly seen a conver-
sion toward utility vehicles,” said
Terry Dolan, marketing manager for
Chevrolet Racing. “But we see
value in our passenger sedans. Un-
like some of our competitors, weʼre
not cutting back. Itʼs good business
for us.”

Dolan said the reason SUVs and

crossovers have become so popu-
lar is they offer a variety of sizes
and configurations to fit most de-
mands. And unlike bulkier SUVs
and trucks from the past, newer
models are more comfortable, vi-
sually appealing and fuel efficient.

Even though the car company
doesnʼt plan to put an SUV on the
racetrack, it plans to continue its
support of the Silverado in the

Camping World Truck Se-
ries and the Camaro in
Xfinity or Monster Energy
series.

“We donʼt expect
any changes,” Dolan said
of Chevroletʼs commit-
ment to passenger
sedans in the top two
tiers.

NASCAR doesnʼt
plan any changes either,

and any suggestion to switch likely
would originate from the manufac-
turers.

“I would just say in general, rac-
ing is a great platform for us obvi-
ously because we learn on the
track,” said Jim Campbell, Chevro-
letʼs U.S. vice president of perform-
ance and motorsports.
“We do see a translation to sales.”

Even if passenger cars are pro-
jected to make up a smaller per-
centage of U.S. sales by 2020,
keeping a sedan in NASCAR still
makes good business sense, said
Ed Laukes, group vice president of
marketing for Toyota Motor North
America.

“The affinity for the brand gets
built around the racing program,”
he said.

While the manufacturers will
focus more on their top-selling
models, each is committed to hav-
ing at least one sedan on the track
every weekend.

Fordʼs decision to switch to the
Mustang in the Monster Energy Se-
ries came less than two weeks be-
fore it announced it was dropping
the majority of its sedan lineup.

“What I can say is that our future
cycle plan was not a factor in this it
was based on two things – the ex-
citement that comes with Mustang
and the relevance to have the prod-
uct in the top series in NASCAR –
and we also felt we could get the
most competitive car out,” said
Mark Rushbrook, global director of
Ford Performance.

While nobody expects to see
SUVs or minivans on the high

banks at the Daytona International
Speedway, Brad Keselowski would
like to see NASCAR and the man-
ufacturers explore the possibility of
transitioning to hybrid technology.

Hybrids use a combination of a
gas-fueled combustion engine and
a battery electric drive to improve
fuel mileage and reduce emissions.

“There are a number of com-
pelling reasons to go hybrid,” Ke-
selowski wrote on his blog. “If you
look at the motorsports landscape
right now, thereʼs an all-electric se-
ries called Formula E. Manufactur-
ers are spending money like crazy
on electric engines in Formula E
because they all want their brands
associated with electric vehicles.

“Contrast that with NASCAR,
where weʼre having issues with
manufacturers because theyʼre try-
ing to divest themselves from gas-
only V-8s and other impractical

engines, which arenʼt relevant to
todayʼs technology. Our sport relies
heavily on manufacturers to be
successful. Without them, we canʼt
operate.”

However, Keselowski doesnʼt
want NASCAR to evolve into an all-
electric series. But he said if the fu-
ture involves hybrids, itʼs never too
early to look into it.

A possible venture into hybrids
would follow other recent steps
NASCAR has taken to modernize
its fleet of race cars. In 2008, the
sport switched to unleaded fuel,
and in 2012 it dropped carburetors
in favor of fuel injection.

But dropping sedans from the
top-two series is a direction
NASCAR and its manufactures
arenʼt ready to take – even if there
someday may be more passenger
cars on the racetrack than in the
parking lots.
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Manufacturers Change
Sedan Offerings

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 10-11
Monster Energy Cup 4 Midwest Sprints 12
XFINITY 5 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 12
NASCAR Touring 7 ASCS 13
ARCA/CRA 7 Circle of Champions 14
P.A.S.S. 8 OnTrack/OffTrack 15-16
CARS Tour 9 ShorTrack 17-22

ON THE COVER:
SARAH CRABHILL/GETTY IMAGES

How will the picture change with Ford, Chevrolet and Toyota
changing sedans for 2018? (SARAH CRABHILL/GETTY  IMAGES
photo)



The Summer
Speedweeks at Day-
tona International
Speedway has pro-
vided some of the
most entertaining
NASCAR races of the
season for many
years. I recall in my
younger days traveling
to Daytona to watch
the Firecracker 400 on
July 4th. The Cup race
would start at 10 AM
and finish in the early
afternoon. Oftentimes,

a family could enjoy an outstanding
Cup Series race and be relaxing on
Daytona Beach by mid-afternoon.
It was a true family vacation with
something fun for every member of
the family.

For many years, the Grand Am
Rolex Series would run the Paul
Revere 250 sports car race in con-
junction with the NASCAR races in
July. The sports cars would race
the road course after the comple-
tion of qualifying for the NASCAR
events

In recent years, only the Xfinity
and Monster Energy Cup Series
teams have raced at Daytona in
July. The heat on the track often
matched the temperature in
Florida, and the second opportunity
for NASCAR drivers to win at Day-
tona usually provided the fans with
a close, exciting finish.

However, the Xfinity race last
Friday night might have been the
best in many moons. The finish
was, not only exciting, but contro-
versial. Basically, hereʼs what hap-
pened.

Justin Haley, driving in only his
second career Xfinity race for GMS
Racing, made a big move coming
off turn 4 to go from the outside
lane to the inside lane underneath
of battling cars of Kyle Larson and
Elliott Sadler to beat them to the
start/finish line and the checkered
flag. Or, so he thought.

“The 24 (Haley) made a bold
move to win the race, which is what
youʼre supposed to do,” NASCAR
Xfinity Series Managing Director
Wayne Auton stated. 

“Looking at all the video … we
define it (violation) as the left-side
tires left of the inside line that sep-
arates the apron and the racetrack.
So, the 24 carʼs left sides were
clearly inside the lines, so we had
to make the call. That is clearly de-
fined on the video in the drivers
meeting, plus all the drivers have
been informed of that for a long

time here at Daytona and Tal-
ladega.”

“Unfortunately, the 24 got caught
up in it tonight,” Auton added.
“None of us want to make that call,
but weʼve also asked the drivers if
you think youʼre putting yourself in
that position throttle back and donʼt
advance your position. But, the 24
did coming to the checkered flag
tonight, and we made the call. Itʼs
definitely the right call per the rule
book that all the drivers are in-
formed of in the drivers meeting,
and itʼs been that for many years
now.”

Once the violation was called by
NASCAR,
Haley was
placed as
the last car
on the
lead lap, in
this case
18th, and
Kyle Lar-
son was
declared
the win-
ner. Lar-

son edged Elliott Sadler by a
margin of 0.005 seconds.

For the record, the NASCAR
rulebook reads 10.8.3 Super-
speedway Events/Additional In-
Race Violations.

• A. Vehicles must race above
the double yellow lines around the
entire race track. If in NASCARʼs
judgment, the vehicle(s) goes be-
neath the double yellow lines to im-
prove its position, vehicle(s) will be
black-flagged. If in NASCARʼs
judgment a vehicle forces another
vehicle beneath the double yellow
lines (in an effort to stop the ad-
vancement/pass) the vehicle may
be black-flagged.

• B. NASCAR defines beneath
the double yellow lines as follows:
when the vehicleʼs left side tires are
beneath the left line of the inside
double yellow lines that separates
the apron from the racing surface
while passing another vehicle.

Auton also stated that NASCAR
was sure of what they had seen,
but made their decision after re-
viewing video. The video was
shown to GMS Racing Team Pres-
ident Mike Beam and GMS Crew
Chief Kevin Bellicourt, and Auton
said that they agreed with the deci-
sion.

“Theyʼre not happy that we had
to make the decision,” Auton con-
tinued. “But, we had to make it (the
call) per the rulebook for the bene-
fit of NASCAR racing.ʼ

As you can imagine, the deci-
sion to make this call by NASCAR
drew considerable conversation.

“GMS Racing has been behind
me, Spencer Gallagher, Mike
Beam, and everyone,” Haley said
after the race. “I donʼt have a lot of
sponsorship and to come out here
and get the opportunity to even
compete with these guys is a bliss-
ful opportunity. Seeing the replay,
thereʼs room for me to go up, so I
donʼt know why theyʼre calling me
like that. Not how we wanted to end
it.”

“Iʼm running trucks (Camping
World Truck Series) full season,
and this is just an opportunity to
come over here (Xfinity Series)
part-time,” Haley added. “Iʼm ex-
tremely blessed to get this opportu-

nity. Really thankful.”
However, GMS Racing driver

Spencer Gallagher strongly dis-
agreed with the call.

“Look, you Barney Fife sadsacks
can quote the rules at me all night
long, but hereʼs a fact: a 19-year
old kid made an incredible move to
win his first race on racingʼs biggest
stage and got it taken away over 6”
of asphalt. If that doesnʼt strike you
as wrong, then check yaʼ head.”

Needless to say, the comments
from fellow racers and fans on twit-
ter and facebook were many and
varied.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. commented
“Great effort. Better days ahead
with that attitude” when addressing
Haley and the race.

Hereʼs a sampling of other com-
ments made by fans on social
media.

• "Young man, you pulled a

move so daring that hasnʼt been
seen in this sport in so long. It was
so quick and well executed. That
was courageous.”

• “You won man, but just gotta
move on, go get some more truck
wins! Gained a fan for life in me!

• “You may have lost the race,
but you won a ton of fans tonight.”

• “That was one of the most
amazing moves Iʼve ever seen in
50 years of watching racing. You
were the winner and your attitude
just further proves that point.”

• “You won that race kid and
donʼt let anyone tell you otherwise.
What a move, a veteran move to go
to the front.”

• “You did awesome tonight! You
definitely made me a fan of yours
tonight! Not only for the driving, but

your attitude afterwards! You have
an amazing future ahead of you!

Austin Dillon commented, “I feel
like you beat it in our heads at
every drivers meeting ʻdonʼt go
below the yellow line unless you
are forcedʼ. Whatʼs there to ex-
plain?”

“Oh boy, going to be a lot of fan
comments on this move,” Erik
Jones stated. “Personally, think
NASCAR made the right call. It did-
nʼt win him the race, but they have
to enforce the rules.”

Might not have been the most
popular call by NASCAR to many
race fans. However, consistency in
making the proper and correct call,
based on the rules set forth by
NASCAR, further increases the
credibility of the sanctioning body
when tough decisions must be
made. After all, thereʼs a rule book
for a reason!
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DENNIS PUNCH

Justin Haley, believing he had won the race, celebrates with a
burnout Friday night at Daytona International Speedway. (NIGEL
KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



By REID SPENCER
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - In a wild
war of attrition that
went to two overtimes,
Erik Jones outdueled
Martin Truex Jr. on
Saturday night at Day-
tona International

Speedway to seize the first victory
of his Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series career.

In a Coke Zero Sugar 400 that
went eight laps beyond its sched-
uled 160, Jones passed the reign-
ing series champion on the
backstretch of the final lap and held
on to win by .125 seconds. Jones
battled back from damage sus-

tained in a multicar wreck on Lap
65, an accident that cost him a lap.

The final circuit was the only one
Jones led.

“How about that race, boys and
girls?” Jones shouted to the fans in
the grandstands after his celebra-
tory burnout in front of the flag
stand. “My first Cup win, My first
win at Daytona, my first super-
speedway win—what an awesome
day, man!

“Thereʼs so much smoke in the
car from that burnout, I can hardly
breathe, but what an awesome fin-
ish.”

AJ Allmendinger ran third after a
nine-car wreck ended the first over-
time attempt with Truex approach-
ing the finish line just short of the
end of the white-flag lap. That
wreck provided the coup de grace
for Kevin Harvick, Clint Bowyer,
Jimmie Johnson and Trevor Bayne.

Only 20 of the 40 cars that
started the race were running at the
finish, and only 13 finished on the
lead lap. Kasey Kahne came home
fourth after leading 17 laps, and
Chris Buescher ran fifth, matching
his finish in the season-opening
Daytona 500.

With a push from Kahne, Truex
got the lead after the final restart on
Lap 167 but couldnʼt hold it. The

outside lane was more or-
ganized as the final lap un-
folded, and Jones got a
strong run through Turns 1
and 2. 

“He (Jones) got a big
run getting into (Turn) 1
and through the center,
and I just didnʼt block him
good enough in the middle
of 1 and 2,” Truex said. “He
got to my right rear quar-
ter—just barely—enough to slow
me down off of 2, and then the race
was on from there.

“Just missed that block a little

bit. Iʼve got to get better at my mir-
ror-driving. Iʼve never really been
good at that, and unfortunately,
thatʼs part of this racing here, but
Iʼm really proud to get to the end.”

Truex had posted only one other
top-five finish—a second in the
2016 Daytona 500—in 26 previous
starts at the 2.5-mile superspeed-
way.

Two massive wrecks in Stage 2,
both involving Ricky Stenhouse Jr.,
eliminated the majority of the con-
tending cars and opened the door
for a new winner.

On Lap 54, Brad Keselowski
was running behind leader William
Byron when his No. 2 Ford turned
off the front bumper of Ricky Sten-
house Jr.ʼs Fusion, slammed into
the No. 41 of Kurt Busch and ig-
nited a Turn 3 wreck that involved
24 cars and wiped out all three
Team Penske entries, along with
Kurt Busch, Denny Hamlin, Daniel
Suarez and pole winner Chase El-
liott.

But Keselowski didnʼt blame
Stenhouse. He pointed the finger at

Byron, who moved down
the track to put a late
block on the No. 2 and
forced Keselowski to
check up.

“Ricky was doing
the best he could to give
me a good push and
had a great run to take
the lead, and the car in
front of me (Byron) just
threw a late, bad block,”
Keselowski said. “I
made the mistake of lift-
ing instead of just driving
through him, and thatʼs
my fault.

“Iʼve got to wreck

more people, and then theyʼll stop
blocking me late and behind like
that. Thatʼs my fault. Iʼll take the
credit for my team, and weʼll go to

Talladega, and weʼll wreck every-
body that throws a bad block like
that.”

Byron didnʼt stay up front for
long. He was leading again on Lap
65 when Stenhouse tapped the left
rear of series leader Kyle Buschʼs
Toyota and sent the No. 18 Camry
spinning into Byronʼs Chevrolet.
Both Byron and Busch were
knocked out of the race in that ac-
cident.

“I tried to side-draft the 18
(Busch) in the wrong place,” a sub-
dued Stenhouse said on his team
radio.

Byron lost a good chance to im-
prove on his 21st position in the
standings.

“The No. 17 car (Stenhouse) just
kind of, I guess, hooked the No. 18
into me,” Byron said. “It seemed
like he was being really aggressive,
and thatʼs the second time weʼve
kind of been on the wrong end of
something with him.  

“Unfortunate for us, but we had
a good race going. We needed to
really have a really good day, be-
cause of the points position weʼre
in, but that is just part of speedway
racing, I guess. 

“But it stinks to be on that side of
it. But at least we led some laps
(12), so that was good.”

NOTES: Stenhouse won the first
and second stages, garnering his
first playoff points of the season,
before sustaining serious damage
in a Lap 124 wreck. He finished
17th, one lap down… Harvickʼs No.
4 team did yeoman work to repair
his car after it suffered extensive
body damage in the Lap 54 acci-
dent. Harvick led the field to green
on Lap 162 to start the first over-
time, but he fell victim to the nine-

car wreck before that circuit was
completed… Despite a 33rd-place
finish, Kyle Busch retained the se-
ries lead by 57 points over Harvick.
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Erik Jones Gets
First Victory in
Action-Packed

Daytona Free-for-All

From the “Big One” to victory, Erik Jones wins the Coke
Zero Sugar 400 and his first Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series race at Daytona. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY
photos)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Friday
nightʼs NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series race ended
with a sweep, and
overtime and two bro-
ken hearts.

Five laps later
than the scheduled
100, Kyle Larson got
the victory in the
Coca-Cola Firecracker

250 by .005 seconds over Elliott
Sadler, who finished second at
Daytona for the third straight race. 

But Larsonʼs victory wasnʼt offi-
cial until NASCAR demoted Justin
Haley, who made a dramatic pass
for the lead coming to the finish line
but dipped below the yellow line di-
viding the racing surface from the
apron, a violation of NASCAR
rules.

Though Haley took the check-
ered flag, he was demoted to the
18th position at the finish, behind
the car on the lead lap. With
Haleyʼs finish nullified by penalty,
Larson won for the third time in four
starts this season and the 11th time
in his career, edging Sadler by
roughly 12 inches.

Larson didnʼt realize he had won
the race after seeing Haley dive to
the inside and rush past both him
and Sadler in the trioval.

“I didnʼt even think Iʼd won until I
got to the lug nut check, and they
had a big screen down there,” Lar-
son said. “And I saw a little bit of
the replay and saw that he went a
clipped the yellow line, so I asked
about it, and they said NASCAR
was talking about it, and about 10
seconds later we were declared the
winner…

“I saw him (Haley) go up the
track, and I thought I was screwed

at that point, because I wasnʼt
going to have anybody behind me
to propel me or at least keep me
side-by-side with Elliott. The we got
to the straightaway, and I could see
in my mirror that he was getting a
huge run… 

“The I saw him hang a left, and I
knew with the run he had, if he had
a hole, he was going to come out
the leader, and he shot right by us.”

Sadler, who has never won at
Daytona, had run second to JR Mo-
torsports teammate Tyler Reddick
by .0004 seconds in February, the
closest recorded margin in
NASCAR history.

“This one hurts,” said the 43-
year-old Sadler, whose status with
JRM for 2019 remains uncertain
because of sponsorship issues. “I
donʼt know how many restrictor-
plate races I have left in my career.
To lose the one like we did in Feb-
ruary, so close, I feel like we were
in the right spot again.

“We were really paying attention
to Kyle and trying to figure out what
he was doing off of (Turn) 4, and he
was really running into my door a
lot and trying to slow me down. And
I was trying to leave myself room to
get away from him. And it was just
a miscommunication that the 24
(Haley) was coming on the bottom.
I could have definitely made a
block there and got some momen-
tum.”

Haley, who earned his first
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series victory earlier this season
was tantalizingly close to victory in
just his second Xfinity start.

“Not how we wanted it to end,”
Haley said. “Iʼm running trucks full-
season, and this is just an opportu-
nity part-time, and Iʼm extremely
blessed just to get the opportunity.”

A nine-car wreck on Lap 97
knocked out series leader Cole
Custer and forced the overtime.
Sadlerʼs lone consolation was re-
taking the points lead by 12 over
Daniel Hemric, who moved into
second place.

A violent multicar wreck on Lap
82 eliminated the contending cars
of Austin Cindric, Matt Tifft and
Reddick and damaged the vehicles
of Custer and Hemric. 

Heading through Turn 1, Tifft,
with a strong push from Reddick,
made a move toward a hole to the
inside of Cindric, but the hole
closed, and contact between Tifftʼs
and Cindricʼs cars ignited the
chain-reaction wreck.

Cindricʼs No. 60 Roush Fenway
Racing Ford turned sideways and
barrel-rolled back down the track
after contact with Reddickʼs No. 9
Chevrolet on the steep banking in
the corner. Cindric was unhurt in
the accident, but his race was over.

“Iʼm fine,” Cindric said after exit-
ing the care center. “Itʼs just unfor-
tunate. We have such a strong run
like that, and it comes to an end
early. 

“There are plenty of things I can
complain about, but I have to be
thankful that Roush and NASCAR
and everybody else who puts

safety first really comes to fruition
in situations like that.  

“Itʼs definitely the biggest wreck
Iʼve ever had. Itʼs unfortunate I
keep having those at Daytona. Iʼve
got to quit going to this infield care
center here. I know all the people
and all the faces. Theyʼre very nice,
but itʼs just a shame.”

Racing in the series for the
fourth this season, Ryan Preece
started from the pole in the No. 18
Joe Gibbs Racing as the owner
points leader, after qualifying was
rained out on Friday afternoon. But
JGRʼs quest for the ownersʼ cham-
pionship took a serious hit when
Preece retired from the race in 39th
place after 51 laps because of a
mechanical failure. 

“We must have got a piece of
debris go through the radiator, and
we lost all of the water,” Preece ex-
plained after climbing from the car.
“It cooked the motor down. Unfor-
tunate. I felt like we were starting to
make our way forward and start to
work the draft. 

“Just started to figure out what
we needed to move forward and
ended our night early. I hate it for
these guys because of the owner
points. They will drop some points
in there today but hopefully we can
make it up in New Hampshire.”
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s Larson Gets Wild
Overtime Win

at Daytona

Kyle Larson (42) and Elliott Sadler (1) battle for the lead as they go
to the checkered flag. (JERRY MARKLAND/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Kyle Larson shows off his winning hardware in Daytonaʼs victory
lane after the NASCAR XFINITY race Friday night. (NIGEL KIN-
RADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)





RIVERHEAD, NY
- Justin Bonsignore
held off Ryan Preece
through a furious finish
to capture the Buzz
Chew Auto Group 200
checkered flag Satur-
day night at Riverhead
Raceway.

A native of
Holtsville, New York,
Bonsignore took the
lead for good on Lap
171 and drove to his
fifth career victory at

the Long Island quarter-mile.
It marked the 16th career Whe-

len Modified Tour victory for Bon-
signore, who has won four of seven
in 2018 as the season nears the
halfway point. He now has a 33-
point lead atop the standings.

Bonsignore won his seventh ca-

reer pole earlier in the afternoon,
but Timmy Solomito gained the
lead from the drop of the green.
Preece moved to the front on Lap
19, and it was a two-horse race
with Bonsignore from there.

Preece had a commanding lead
when a caution came out on Lap
100. On the ensuing restart,
Preece appeared to get loose, al-
lowing Bonsignore to move to the
front. There would be one more
lead swap with 60 to go before
Bonsignoreʼs decisive pass.

Preece settled for second while
Doug Coby came home third as
only the podium drivers finished on
the lead lap. Dave Sapienza and
Solomito brought home the top five.

Craig Lutz rallied from a mid-
race incident to finish sixth, fol-
lowed by Chase Dowling, Tom
Rogers Jr., Kyle Soper and Ronnie

Williams.
Dowling is second in champi-

onship points, behind Bonsignore
and 18 in front of Solomito. Lutz
and Preece are fourth and fifth, re-
spectively.

The Whelen Modified Tour will

return to points-paying action on
Saturday, July 21 at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway.

The All-Star Shootout will be
contested the day before at the
“Magic Mile” in Loudon, New
Hampshire.
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Justin Bonsignore celebrates his fourth NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour win of the season Saturday at Riverhead (N.Y.) Raceway. (Fran
Lawlor photo)

Sheldon Creed
continued his mid-sea-
son dominance of the
ARCA Racing
Series pre-
sented by
Menards with
his third win in
the last five
series races
in Satuday's
Fans with
Benefits 150

at Iowa Speedway. Creed
finished ahead of a fast-
closing Chandler Smith, who was
looking for his second consecutive
victory after winning in his last se-
ries start at Madison.

“We have some momentum right
now,” Creed said following the vic-
tory. “It's so hard to get these race-
cars hooked up and right now we're
hooked up. It's a great feeling.
We've been focused on winning
races all season long, but we've
been looking at the points since
day one as well. We aren't comfort-
able with where we're at just yet.
There's a long way to go.”

Smith settled for second at the
finish. The sixteen-year-old made
up a tremendous amount of ground
over the final ten laps but simply
ran out of time at the end to make a
move.

“I would have liked to have had a
few more laps,” Smith said. “I was

trying different lines the last ten
laps and found some things that re-
ally worked. I went to the very bot-

tom side of the track in
three and four on the last
lap at really closed in on
him. I would have liked
another chance or two to
make another run at that
and see what we could
have done with him.”

Chase Purdy fin-
ished third, his sixth top

five finish of the 2018 sea-
son.

“Race drivers all have ups and
downs, and we're kind of on a bot-
tom right now,” said a disappointed
Purdy after the race. “We want to
be over there where Sheldon is.
We're close, and that's good. Once
we get that first win out of the way
we're going to be hard to beat, just
like he is. We just need a little ex-
perience. I am looking forward to
going to some of these racetracks
I've been to before so we'll be on a
little more of an even playing field.”

Creed had to withstand five cau-
tion flags for incidents on the race
track and numerous challenges
from drivers throughout the field.
There were a total of 16 lead
changes among seven drivers, with
Creed leading a total of 85 of the
race's 150 laps. There were a total
of five caution flags for 30 laps; the
average speed was 98.521 miles

per hour.
Creed unofficially leads the se-

ries points with 2910 over Smith at
2745, Riley Herbst, who finished
17th after an incident with Michael
Self mid-race, sits third at 2560,
Purdy is fourth at 2455 and Travis
Braden, who was ninth on Satur-
day, rounds out the top five at
2425.

Next up for the ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards is the
Sioux Chief Power Pex 250 at Elko
Speedway on Saturday July 14.
The race will be televised live on
MAVTV starting at 10 pm ET; AR-
CARacing.com will have live timing
and scoring and track updates
throughout the day for registered
users.

Bonsignore Victorious at
Riverhead – Again
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g Creed Scores Third ARCA
Racing Series Win of 2018

With Victory at Iowa

SALEM, IN -
Markle, Indianaʼs Jake
Hinton picked up his
first ever CRA win in
Saturday nightʼs 75
lap Lawrence Towing
CRA Street Stocks
Powered by JEGS
feature event at Baer
Field Motorsports
Park. The win was
extra special for Hin-
ton, who has been a
regular at Baer Field
for several seasons,

while also racing part-time with
CRA.

“This is great to finally get my
first CRA win,” remarked Hinton in
victory lane. “To get it here at Baer
Field is even more special. Any
CRA Street Stock race always has
a tough bunch of racers, and
tonight was no exception. I wished
T.J. (Terry Fisher Jr.) hadnʼt had
trouble, it would have been fun to
race him until the end. Iʼm going to
enjoy this one for a while!”

J.J. Schafer grabbed the early

lead from his outside pole starting
position after Allstar Performance
Fast Qualifier Ryan Amonett drew
a five for the inverted start, but
Terry Fisher Jr. was on the move
from his fourth place starting posi-
tion, to pass Schafer for the lead on
lap two. Fisher Jr. kept the lead
until Hinton was able to make the
outside pass on a lap 10 restart.
Fisher Jr.ʼs night would end on lap
21 when his car began to overheat.

Hinton had to fight off several
competitors on several restarts
while second through fifth place
changed hands on each restart.
Hinton was able to pull away on the
final restart on lap 58 and hold off
Bobby Coomer to get the win.

J.J. Schafer finished in third,
Frank Casagrande was fourth, and
Jake McElfresh finished in fifth

The next Lawrence Towing CRA
Street Stocks event will be the third
leg of the Five Crown Series at
Kentucky Motor Speedway on Sun-
day, July 15th.  For more informa-
tion on all the CRA series go
to www.cra-racing.com.
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Hinton Wins First CRA
Event at Baer Field

Creed



S C A R B O R -
OUGH, ME - Reid
Lanpher of Manches-
ter nailed down his
first Pro All Stars Se-
ries North Super Late
Model victory of the
season Saturday
night, dominating the
non-stop, 150-lap
event. 

Lanpher, who had posted three
runner-up finishes in six PASS
North starts earlier this year,
stalked an intense battle between
Trevor Sanborn and Garrett Hall
through the opening stages of the
race before driving around the
competition to win by almost five
seconds.

Closest to Lanpher under the
checkered flag was Curtis Gerry of
Waterboro, like winner Lanpher a
recent track champion at the ven-
erable Scarborough speedplant.
Gerry's second-place finish
snapped a four-race win streak he
had amassed in part-time PASS
North competition, a streak that got
underway at last year's rich Oxford
250.

Sanborn, of East Parsonsfield,
raced with the leaders throughout
the ultra-quick event and earned a
third-place finish. Sanborn also

turned in the fastest lap in the race
while battling with Hall for the early
race lead. Mike Rowe, the 67-year-
old Maine and New England Rac-
ing Hall of Famer from Turner,
made all of the kids earn their fin-
ishes while crossing the finish line
in fourth position.

Two-time PASS North champion
DJ Shaw of Center Conway, New
Hampshire claimed a fifth-place fin-
ish after starting the 150-lap race
from 13th position. Shaw, who en-
tered the action on top of the PASS
North Super Late Model champi-
onship points standings, padded
his advantage slightly with that run.

Sixth-place finisher Brandon
Barker of Windham was the final
racer in the finishing order able to
remain on the le4ad lap with high-
flying winner Lanpher. Justin Drake
of Burnham, Scarborough's Hall,
Billy Rodgers of Old Orchard
Beach and Cassius Clark of Farm-
ington rounded out the top ten.

Ben Tinker of New Gloucester
stayed atop the PASS Mods rank-
ings with his third victory of the sea-
son in his 40-lap main event.
Tinker, the defending champion on
the touring series, rebounded from
an uncharacteristic spin off turn
two, as well as a minor brush
against the concrete backstretch

wall en route to victory lane.
Tinker took the lead away from

Bruce Helmuth of Wales, who was
seeking his second consecutive
win. Helmuth settled for runner-up
honors, with Austin Teras of Gray
racing from the back of the pack
into third position in just his second
PASS Mods race. Adam Gray of
Belchertown, Massachusetts was

the fourth-place finisher, just ahead
of Freeport's Jariet Harrison.

The next event for both the Pro
All Stars Series North Super Late
Models and the PASS Mods will be
contested at Oxford Plains Speed-
way in Oxford, Maine on Sunday,
July 29th. For more information
visit proallstarsseries.com or call
(207) 539-8865.
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Reid Lanpher Dominant in
PASS Super Late Model

150-Lapper at Beech Ridge
Motor Speedway

Reid Lanpher celebrates in victory lane after dominating the field
in the 150 lapper at Beech Ridge Motor Speedway, his first PASS
North victory of the season. (Norm Marx photo)



MOBILE, AL - Fol-
lowing two consecu-
tive nights of racing,
Cole Anderson contin-
ued his summer hot
streak this past week-
end driving the No. 97
Toyota pro late model
for ATF & Gunslinger.
A pole at Five Flags
Speedway on Friday
translated into a top
five finish, while he

visited victory lane on Saturday at
Mobile International Speedway
during only his second visit to the
track in nearly four years.

Friday started as expected for
the ATF & Gunslinger team, placing
high on each practice session's
time sheet in pursuit of a better,
faster car for the race. Adjustments
and changes to the rear end forced
the team to miss the final practice
when most teams make their mock
qualifying runs, so they were un-
sure where they compared to the
competition. That worry, however,
was short-lived when Anderson
rocketed to the fast time award for
the night.

Racing on a surface notorious
for its abrasive, tire-wearing char-
acteristics, Cole and the team
planned to take it easy early, sav-
ing tires for a late run to the check-
ers. Cautions and other factors in
the race did not play out exactly
how their strategy needed and the
team ended the race in fifth place.
It was a finish they were proud of
heading into Mobile's Saturday
night action.

"To set fast time was unex-
pected after we missed all of the
final practice," Anderson com-
mented following the event. "We
were changing some stuff in the
rear end and just ran out of time to
get on track. In the race, we wanted
to work on running our race, but we
simply ran out of laps at the end
and had to settle for fifth. It isn't ter-
rible, but we were hoping for more
after the run at New Smyrna."

Fast forward another twelve
hours, and the No. 97 Toyota was
once again fast at the half-mile in
Mobile, Alabama. Cole qualified
fifth fastest and rode near the back
of the field for most of the race until
a timely caution allowed the field to
tighten and gave him the opportu-
nity to begin passing cars. 

After working his way up to
fourth, two of the leaders tangled,

allowing him to restart on the front
row with a small number of laps re-
maining. Like a shark smelling
blood in the water, Cole honed in
on his prey following the restart and
made quick work of him, passing
for the lead and continually stretch-
ing his advantage until the check-
ered flag. 

"Some of the guys got really
antsy early and went three wide, so
we fell back all the way to last just
to ride around and save tires," An-
derson explained. "When we got
that caution, we started to pick
them up, but we weren't ready to
pounce yet. We were still in con-
servation mode. After the last time
I was there three years ago, I knew
I had to save, save, and then save
some more. We were ecstatic
about how everything played out
because we've never been there
before as a team.

"This is really an awesome feel-
ing," he continued. "To have every-
thing fall our way, and to have
strategy work out is amazing. It's
not very often you get a racecar like
I had all weekend. That thing was
fast. At Mobile, we set the fastest
lap of the race 86 laps into the
event. This will definitely be a
weekend we remember for a long
time, and it's good for us as a team
to get right back into the swing of
winning after some time off."

Cole will once again visit Five
Flags Speedway in two weeks, this
time in an ATF & Gunslinger Toyota
super late model as part of the
Southern Super Series tour and the
track's Blizzard Series for those
cars. Super late models are the
same type of chassis as pro late
models and nearly identical in
every sense except for the engines.
Super late models have approxi-
mately 50% more horsepower than
the pro late model car Anderson
had success with this weekend. 

For more information and the lat-
est updates about Cole Anderson
visit his website at ColeAnderson-
Racing.com. He can also be found
on social media such as Facebook
(@ColeAndersonRacing), Twitter
(@Cole_Anderson97) and Insta-
gram (@Cole_Anderson97).

Led by NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champion Mike
Skinner and Andrew Franzone,
Daytona Beach, Fla.-based ATF &
Gunslinger participates in a variety
of motorsports ventures, building
unique cars, trucks and experi-

ences while in pursuit of speed.

2018 CARS Tour
Throwback 276

Hickory Honorees
Announced

MOORESVILLE, NC - The 2nd
Annual CARS Response Energy
Tour “Throwback 276” at Hickory
Motor Speedway is taking shape
with the announcement of the 2018
legends that will be honored on Au-
gust 4th. NASCAR Hall of Famer
Bobby Allison, brother Donnie Alli-
son, 1987 NASCAR Dash Cham-
pion Hut Stricklin, two-time Busch
Series champion Randy Lajoie, for-
mer NASCAR star Robert Pressley,
and recently inducted NASCAR
Hall of Famer Ron Hornaday will all
be in attendance to participate in
the weekendʼs festivities.

Fans will get to meet with these
six legendary figures in the world of
short track auto racing as part of
the on track Fan Fest autograph
session beginning 6pm. In addition,
both Super Late Models and Late
Model Stock divisions, will be on
hand to do the same. Once the au-
tograph session is complete, fans
will be treated to stories from the
past with the “Lookback with the
Legends” sessions as the group re-
flects on the sports history with an-
nouncer Tony Stevens.

• Bobby Allison: 718 NASCAR
Cup starts with 84 series wins, 43
Xfinity starts with 15 series wins.
1983 Winston Cup Champion.
Three time (1978, 1982, 1988)
Daytona 500 winner. 1980 IROC
Series champion. Seven time Win-
ston Cup Series Most Popular
Driver award winner. 2011
NASCAR Hall of Fame inductee
and named one of NASCARʼs top
50 best all drivers of all time. Allison
made 17 starts at Hickory Motor
Speedway, winning twice (1972
Grand National East Hickory 276
and 1974 

• Donnie Allison: 242 NASCAR
Cup starts with 10 series wins, 20
Xfinity starts. 1967 Grand National
Rookie of the Year. A member of
the “Alabama Gang”, Allison possi-
bly is most remembered for his in-
volvement in a final-lap crash and
a subsequent fist-fight with Cale
Yarborough in the 1979 Daytona
500.

• Hut Stricklin: 328 NASCAR
Cup starts, 54 Xfinity starts. 1987
NASCAR Dash Series Champion.
Stricklin is considered the last
member of the “Alabama Gang”.
Donnie Allison is Stricklinʼs father in
law, and his son Taylor is a part
time competitor on the CARS
Super Late Model Tour over the

past few seasons. 
• Robert Pressley: 205 NASCAR

Cup starts, 244 Xfinity Starts with
10 series wins, 69 NASCAR Trucks
starts with 2 series wins. Former
track champion at Greenville-Pick-
ens Speedway and the now de-
funct New Asheville Speedway.
Multi time Late Model winner at
Hickory. Son of two time Hickory
Motor Speedway track champion
Bob Pressley.

• Randy Lajoie: 44 NASCAR
Cup starts, 350 Xfinity Starts with
15 series wins, 1996 and 1997
Busch Series champion. 1985
Busch North Tour champion. In-
ducted to the New England Auto
Racers Hall of Fame. Son, Corey
LaJoie, currently competes in the
NASCAR Cup series for Tri Star
Motorsports.

• Ron Hornaday Jr.: 46 NASCAR
Cup starts, 184 Xfinity Starts with 4
series wins, 360 NASCAR Truck
Series starts with 51 series wins.
Four time (1996, 1998, 2007, 2008)
NASCAR Truck Series champion.
Hornaday Jrʼs 51 wins are the most
all time in the Truck Series. Was
voted 1997 and 2005 Truck Series
Most Popular driver. Received the
same award in the Xfinity Series in
2000. Was inducted to the
NASCAR Hall of Fame as part of
the 2018 class of inductees.

Tickets for the Throwback 276
weekend are now on sale at
www.carsracingtour.com by click-
ing the advertisement banner lo-
cated on the right side of the page.
Tickets are $15 for Friday August
3rd and are available at the gate
only. Saturday August 4th feature
event tickets are $17 in advance or
$25 at the gate. A special two day
ticket can be purchased in advance
for $30. The Throwback 276 Mega
Pack which includes: FREE pit
pass for both days, general admis-
sion tickets to both days, Throw-
back 276 hat, Throwback 276 shirt,
and Throwback 276 spotters guide
paint scheme poster is just $76 in
advance only and limited to just the
first 138 fans who purchase the
package.  

For additional information on the
CARS Response Energy Late
Model Stock Tour and the CARS
Response Energy Super Late
Model Tour visit www.carsracing-
tour.com. Be sure to stay active
and social with the tour by liking
“CARS Tour” on Facebook, follow-
ing @CARSTour on Twitter, and
scrolling through photos on Insta-
gram cars_tour. Additional series
information can be obtained by call-
ing the CARS Tour series office, lo-
cated in Mooresville, NC, at
704.662.9212.
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Summer Hot Streak, Claims
Second Win in Three Races



NEW RICH-
MOND, WI - Kerry
Madsen, who swept
both nights of last
yearʼs FVP Platinum
Battery Showdown at
Cedar Lake Speed-
way, got the monkey
off his back with his
first World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car

Series victory of 2018. In a 41-lap
Feature in honor of Jason John-
sonʼs birthday, Madsen passed
Brad Sweet on Lap 38 in an excit-
ing race. Sweet settled for second
with Donny Schatz completing the
podium.

For the second consecutive
night, Brad Sweet won the Sears
Craftsman Dash, earning the pole
for the Feature alongside Jacob
Allen. Sweet charged from fifth to
second in his Heat Race just to
Qualify for the Dash.

Sweet led the opening lap utiliz-
ing the bottom of the racing sur-
face. Jacob Allen powered around
the Grass Valley, CA native to lead
Lap 3, in search of his first career
Outlaw victory. Allen maintained the
lead, while Sweet stayed right with
the driver of the Shark Racing
No.1A.

With 10 laps complete, a yellow
for Shane Stewart – who was run-
ning in the top five – negated
Sweetʼs pass to regain the lead.

Allen elected the top on the dou-
ble-file restart and lost the lead to
Sweet heading into turn one. Mad-
sen would pull a slide job on Allen
to steal second on Lap 17. A lap
later the final caution of the evening
flew for Justin Henderson, setting
up another double-file restart.

Sweet maintained control on the
restart and continued to lead as he
navigated lapped traffic. Madsen,
who started sixth, stayed right with
Sweet and made a bid to the out-
side of Sweet for the lead on Lap
36 in turn one, to no avail, as Sweet
slid in front of the Australian to
maintain the lead down the back-
stretch. Madsen got another run off
the cushion and this time slid in
front of the Kasey Kahne Racing
No.49 to take the command on Lap
39.

Sweet tried to turn back under
but was unable to do so as Madsen
distanced himself to the checkered
flag two circuits later. Madsen

would go on to win by .783 seconds
over Sweet.

Madsen, who was a five-time
Outlaw winner in 2017, when
prompted about the slow start to
his 2018 season said, “We havenʼt
had the results we wanted, but we
knew we had the potential. I want
to thank Tod Quiring, I really enjoy
driving for this organization.” “Guy
Forbrook and my guys gave me a
great race car. We had a lot of fun
tonight, itʼs a relief to finally get a
win,” the multi-time Australian
Champion added with a smile. “To
go from where we were last night,
to tonight is incredible.”

Brad Sweet settled for second
and referenced lapped traffic after
the race, “Thatʼs what wins and
loses these races, I got off my line
a little bit. Weʼre running up front
every night, itʼs just a matter of put-
ting it all together,” Sweet said be-
fore giving a shout out to Bobbi and
Jaxx Johnson.

Donny Schatz started and fin-
ished third and applauded the track
crew for the work preparing an ex-
cellent racing surface. “The race
track was good, there were multiple
lines on the track, I just couldnʼt find
any speed. Thatʼs the way it goes
some days. Itʼs time for some big
races and we are looking forward
to that,” the nine-time Series
Champion said next to his Tony
Stewart Racing No.15.

David Gravel earned KSE Hard
Charger honors coming from 10th
to finish fourth. The best race of the
evening was for fifth as Dominic
Scelzi, Cory Eliason and Sheldon
Haudenschild swapped the posi-
tion seemingly every lap with Scelzi
claiming it at the checkered flag. 

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series continues the
Month of Money  July 10 at Attica
Raceway Park with the Brad Doty
Classic before heading to Eldora
Speedway for the three-day Kings
Royal weekend, that will pay
$50,000 to the winner on Saturday
evening.

Sweet Sweeps Night
One of the Platinum

Battery Showdown at
Cedar Lake

NEW RICHMOND, WI - Brad
Sweet completed a clean sweep of
the opening night of the FVP Plat-

inum Battery Showdown with his
third win of the season at Cedar
Lake Speedway. A late race caution
took Sweet out of heavy lapped
traffic and gave him a clean track
and clean air with eight laps re-
maining. David Gravel and Brent
Marks completed the podium.

Sweet started the night off right,
setting fast time over the field be-
fore edging Gravel in a potential
Heat Race of the year. Sweet
started second in the Sears Crafts-
man Dash and won that to earn the
pole for the 35-lap Feature.

While it may have looked easy
on paper, it was far from it. Sweet,
driver of the Kasey Kahne Racing
No.49, grabbed the lead early and
distanced himself, while Gravel and
Marks battled for the runner-up po-
sition.

Sweet reached traffic by Lap 6
and negotiated the slower cars
well. Marks, while running third,
made contact with the slower car of
Jason Tostenson and lost the third
spot to Sheldon Haudenschild in
the process.

As traffic intensified, Gravel and
company closed in looking to steal
the victory away from Sweet.

Sweet, at this point, was lapping
some impressive race cars. As the
Grass Valley, CA native tried to put
Kerry Madsen, who swept both
nights of the FVP Platinum Battery
Showdown last year, and Cory Elia-
son, who has an Outlaw win this
year, Gravel, Haudenschild and
Marks closed significantly.

Haudenschild bobbled on the
bottom of one and two and relin-
quished the third spot back to
Marks on Lap 22.

Just as Gravel and Marks were

closing in, ready to pounce, debris
in turn four forced a caution on Lap
27.

With eight laps remaining and a
clean track, Sweet was never truly
challenged and went on to win by
.968 seconds.

“Iʼve never done a clean sweep
before. Thatʼs a heck of a way to
start the weekend,” Sweet said in
Victory Lane before giving a shout
out to Bobbi and Jaxx Johnson.

“Lapped traffic was tough
tonight, but itʼs what wins and loses
races. We needed a win, itʼs been a
while. These NAPA Auto Parts guys
have been working hard and they
deserve more of these wins,”
Sweet, who continues to sit second
in the Series Point Standings
added.

David Gravel finished a nose
ahead of Marks for third, after get-
ting held up with a lapped car com-
ing to the checkered.

“I definitely didnʼt want to see
that yellow. My car was getting bet-
ter as the race went on, luckily, to-
morrowʼs race is 41 laps. Hopefully
we can finish one position better,”
the driver of the CJB Motorsports
No.5 said in good spirits.

Second-year Outlaw Brent
Marks was very pleased with his
evening, “I was surprised tonight,
we werenʼt very good here last year
but we were excellent tonight. Iʼm
really proud of my guys and Iʼm ex-
cited to be up here on the podium.

After not getting a Qualifying lap
and starting last in his Heat Race,
Donny Schatz picked up KSE Hard
Charger honors, finishing fourth in
the Feature from 11th. Sheldon
Haudenschild completed the top-
five.
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s Madsen Wins Exciting
Finale of FVP Platinum
Battery Showdown at

Cedar Lake

Kerry Madsen raced his way to victory lane at Cedar Lake Speed-
way earning his first World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-
ries win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)



SPRING VALLEY,
MN - Mike Marlar was
in a league of his own
on Saturday night at
Deer Creek Speed-
way for the 39th An-
nual Gopher 50
sanctioned by the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series. Marlar
set fast time, claimed
his heat win and dom-
inated the 24-car field
during the 50-lap

Sears Craftsman Feature en route
to his third Series win of 2018.

With this win, Marlar sits only
two points shy (or one position in
the feature) from overthrowing
Chris Madden for the lead of the
World of Outlaws Championship
point standings.

“Iʼm a firm believer in if anything
bad ever happens to someone, itʼs
followed by something even better,”
said Marlar. “Itʼs an honor to get a
win here tonight.”

On Friday at Dubuque Speed-
way, it seemed as though Marlar
would certainty claim the lead of
the point standings by the end of
the night; that was until lap 35 of
the 40-lap event. After controlling
the entire feature, with only five
laps remaining, Marlar suffered
from a flat right rear tire sending
him to the pits for a new Hoosier
tire and then to the tail of the fea-
ture.

What was only a four-point dif-
ference in the standings headed
into Fridayʼs event, then stretched
to 16 points headed into Series ac-
tion on Saturday at Deer Creek. On
Saturday, Marlar rebounded from
the previous nightʼs heartbreak with
a picture-perfect night for the No.
157 Delk Equipment team.

“You know [the points are getting
tighter]. I was so bummed out this
morning and so we all made a de-
cision that weʼre not points racing
from here on out, we just come to
race and do the best we can do,
and if we win the points thatʼs
great, but if we donʼt, weʼll hug the
guy that does,” said Marlar.

As a man of his word, Marlar did
just that; focused on the racing and
not on the point standings.

“I said this before the race, you
all have a special, special racetrack
with a lot of electricity here,” said
Marlar. “I donʼt think Iʼve ever seen
so many fans come into the pits at
three oʼclock today.”

The crowd was electric through-

out the evening but especially dur-
ing the thrilling feature event which
kept the fans on the edge of their
seats.

Pole-sitter Shane Clanton led
the first 29 laps of the 50-lap
shootout ahead of a close battle for
second between Marlar and Chris
Simpson. Marlar broke free of
Simpsonʼs grasp to take the lead
from Clanton on lap 30. From
there, Marlar never looked back as
he expanded his lead to more than
four seconds by lap 46.

Behind Marlar was a wild battle
for second between Series veteran
Clanton and young gun Tyler Erb.
Multiple slide jobs were exchanged
between the pair but Clanton held
Erb off for the runner-up spot.

Known for his aggressive up-on-
the-wheel driving-style, Erb kept
Clanton on his toes for the remain-
ing laps of the event.

“He made me get up on the
wheel there when he got by me, so
I got up on the wheel and got back
by him,” said Clanton.

“Those guys have a lot of years
on me but Iʼm super excited when
things are going the right way and it
makes racing a lot of fun,” said Erb,
who is the youngest full-time driver
on tour with the World of Outlaws.
“Our car was really, really good but
I didnʼt win that heat and that put us
back one more row… I just wish we
could have had a caution in there.
Another solid run. If we keep
knocking off top-five and top three
finishes, I think [a win] will come
pretty soon.”

Sheppard Collects
World of Outlaws Win

No. 7 at Dubuque
Speedway

DUBUQUE, IA - Brandon Shep-
pard rebounded from a flat right
rear tire on lap nine of the 40-lap
World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series Sears Craftsman
Feature to collect his seventh Se-
ries win of the 2018 season.

The New Berlin, IL driver, who is
familiar with elbows-up style racing,
used every ounce of energy he had
to put the Rocket1 Racing machine
back in Victory Lane for back-to-
back World of Outlaws triumphs.

“I didnʼt want to have to work
that hard, you know what I mean,”
said Sheppard. “It was a lot of fun
out there. It was really treacherous
out there on the high-side but if you
got up against the wall it was fairly
smooth getting into the corner to

get turned and get straight down
the straightaways so I didnʼt
bounce coming off. It was just a
phenomenal race. It was a lot of fun
to drive. It was hard to drive but it
was a lot of fun out there.”

In addition to the teamʼs impres-
sive comeback from the tail of the
field, this win hit a little closer to
home for the Crew Chief of the
Rocket1 Racing team Danny
White, literally. Growing up in
Dubuque, IA the 3/8-mile dirt track
nestled in the Dubuque County
Fairgrounds was familiar territory
for White who considers the
Dubuque Speedway his home
track. Sheppard, White and the
whole Rocket1 Racing team were
accompanied by Whiteʼs family and
friends in Victory Lane.

“Thanks for all of the fans for
coming out and hopefully this was
a good deal for everybody,” said
White. “The track wasnʼt exact but it
was still a good race. Itʼs just awe-
some to come home. I have some
family and friends everywhere. This
one is probably really close to the
top of the list of special wins with
this team.”

With his seventh win of the sea-
son, Sheppard closed the gap on
the Series standings just a little
more. Entering into Fridayʼs event
Sheppard was 60 points behind
point leader Madden. Now he posi-
tions himself just 46 points from the
lead.

Although Sheppard is steadily
inching ahead in the standings, he
remains a solid third for now.

On the other hand, the top two
drivers, Chris Madden and Mike
Marlar, were separated by a slim
four points (respectively) prior to
Fridayʼs action at Dubuque Speed-
way and it was quite an eventful
turn of events during the shootout.

It all started during qualifying
when Madden hit the wall resulting

in extensive right side damage to
the Barry Wright Race Cars No.44.
With a little extra help from Shane
Clanton and the No.25 crew, Mad-
denʼs ride was back in pristine con-
dition for its heat race.
Unfortunately, the team's hard work
did not last long after being in-
volved in a tangle in turn-one on
the very first lap. Maddenʼs car was
lifted back to the pit area with the
assistance of two tow trucks and
just like that it was back to work for
Madden and his team.

With a fair share of bad luck for
Madden, Marlar seemed to have
the Series point lead all but locked
away. The No. 157 Delk Equipment
entry piloted by the Winfield, TN
driver won his heat race and drew
the pole position for the feature.
Continuing on a wave of good luck,
Marlar led a majority of the
$10,000-to-win event. Yet, on lap
35 of the 40-lap event, his luck ran
out as he suffered from a right-rear
flat tire forcing him to surrender the
lead.

With the dramatic turn of events
for both drivers, the positions in the
point standings remain the same.
Charging to a seventh-place finish
after starting 23rd, Madden ex-
tended his lead over the 13th place
finisher Marlar from four points to
now 16 points.

Chris Simpson saw his 2018
season luck uptick during the World
of Outlaws event at Dubuque
Speedway. Simpson comman-
deered the lead from Marlar on lap
35 ahead of Sheppard and Jimmy
Mars. His reign as race leader was
short lived. Sheppard bypassed
Simpson on the inside as the pair
drag raced down the front stretch
passing under the flag stand sepa-
rated by just 0.060-seconds.

Mars rounded out the podium at
Dubuque Speedway after starting
eighth in the feature.
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Mike Marlar dominated the night at Deer Creek Speedway, setting
the fast time, claiming the heat win, and racing his way to victory
lane for the Gopher 50. (Paul Arch photo)



GAFFNEY, SC -
Scott Bloomquist
wheeled his way into
Victory Lane for the
fifth time this season
during the Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Se-
ries, 20th Annual
Grassy Smith Memo-
rial, at Cherokee
Speedway.

Bloomquist took
the lead on lap 31
from Josh Richards
and then held off a

charging Brandon Overton in the
final laps to score his 599th career
victory. Overton came home in sec-
ond followed by Josh Richards,
Don OʼNeal, and Dennis Erb Jr.

Hudson OʼNeal led the opening
lap from his outside front-row start-
ing spot. Richards took over the
point on the second lap and then
led until Bloomquist forged ahead
on lap 31.

In Lucas Oil Victory Lane,
Blomquist was complimentary of
the track conditions and the enor-
mous crowd on hand. “We were
good on the restarts and that
helped. This is probably the best
shape I have ever seen this track
in. We could run low, middle, or the
top. We went to the top there to-
wards the end and I think that
helped us out a lot. The top was the
place to be especially getting
around those lapped cars.”

Overton was pleased with his
podium finish. “I canʼt thank Billy
Franklin enough. Without him I
wouldnʼt be here. As the race went
on we got stronger. That was a
heck of a race up front there. I
thought maybe I could catch Scott
[Bloomquist] there at the end. He
changed his line and that was the
line I was more comfortable with
coming up thru there. All-in-all it
was a good race and we look for-
ward to heading to Smoky Moun-
tain tomorrow night.”

Richards, piloting the Best Per-
formance Motorsports, Colt
Firearms, Rocket, commented on
his third-place finish.

“Congratulations to Scott
[Bloomquist] on the win. We had a
real good race car. We are running
more consistent now. Hudson was
good early and then we got the
lead. I tried to hold them off for as
long a possible. Those cautions
kind of hurt me a little because we
had some good momentum built
up”

Completing the top ten were

Dennis Franklin, Darrell Lanigan,
Jimmy Owens, Earl Pearson Jr.,
and Gregg Satterlee.

Rain Pushes Lucas
Fayetteville Visit to

September
FAYETTEVILLE, NC - Due to

heavy, persistent rain throughout
the afternoon, the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series-sanctioned,
Dunn Benson Ford Wayne Gray Sr.
Memorial presented by Campbell
University has been postponed to
Thursday, September 27th.

All pit passes and general ad-
mission tickets that were sold will
be honored on Thursday, Septem-
ber 27th.

Satterlee Sensational
at Muskingum

ZANESVILLE, OH - Gregg Sat-
terlee was in complete control from
the start of the 50-lap Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series main event
on Tuesday night at Muskingum
County Speedway. With the domi-
nating victory, Satterlee becomes
the 13th different winner this year
on the LOLMDS tour and the 12th
different winner in 13 appearances
at the Donnie Moran-promoted fa-
cility.

Satterlee jumped to the lead at
the start of the main event and
never looked back. There was only
one caution that slowed the field
and that was with 11 laps remain-
ing. On the restart, Satterlee pulled
away again from Darrell Lanigan
and went on for the convincing win
- his second career on the
LOLMDS tour.

Lanigan finished in second with
current LOLMDS points leader
Jonathan Davenport taking third.
Josh Richards and Hudson OʼNeal
completed the top five drivers.

“Itʼs been a long-time coming.
Itʼs so tough to win a race against
these guys. You have to take them
when they are there. We have
struggled this year, but recently we
have been running better. My crew
chief Robbie Allen and the rest of
the crew have worked hard to turn
this thing around. Itʼs great to win in
front of my family here tonight. My
dad, wife, and new daughter are
here. This is my daughterʼs first
visit to victory lane. There was a
great crowd here tonight and I hope
the fans enjoyed the show.”

Richards ran in second-place for
the first two laps until Lanigan went

by him. Lanigan then ran in the run-
ner-up slot the remainder of the
race. On the final restart of the race
Lanigan was lined up beside his
Clint Bowyer teammate Don
OʼNeal. On the restart OʼNeal
slipped over the edge of the race
track forcing him to lose several po-
sitions after climbing to as high as
third in the running order.

“It was a good weekend for the
Clint Bowyer Team,” said Lanigan
who completed his second straight

top-five in the LOLMDS. “Don
[OʼNeal] had two wins and we have
two top fives. Hopefully we have
turned the corner and can finish the
season strong.”

Davenport, who started 10th
made a late-race charge to finish
third and maintain the series points
lead.

Completing the top ten were
Jimmy Owens, Mason Zeigler,
Bobby Pierce, Eddie Carrier Jr.,
and Tim McCreadie.
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Seventh at Cherokee

Scott Bloomquist celebrates with his crew in victory lane after
winning the 20th Annual Grassy Smith Memorial at Cherokee
Speedway. (LOLMDS photo)

PUTNAMVILLE,
IN - Justin Grant stood
on the accelerator
Saturday night and at
the conclusion of the
feature he was stand-
ing in victory lane at
Lincoln Park Speed-
way as the latest win-
ner of the annual “Bill
Gardner Sprintacular.”

Grant led the last
half of the race after
starting third. During
the first half of the

race he was involved in a three
way, sometimes 3 wide, battle to
take second. Pole sitter and early
leader Carson Short had the ad-
vantage and led the field for 15
laps. Short was using an inside
route around the track while clos-
est pursuer Robert Ballou was
using the high side hoping to gain
the advantage.  Ballouʼs effort
ended as he flipped coming off turn
four onto the front straightaway.
That brought out the only red flag
during the event. There were two
cautions though. An earlier yellow
flag was for Joe Stornetta Jr. and
the later was displayed for Kody
Swanson who had spun exiting
turn four.

Kevin Thomas Jr. moved up to

finish second in the 30 lap main
event.  Carson Short dropped back
to third. Brent Beauchamp and
Thomas Meseraull were fourth and
fifth. Meseraull had the Briscoe 5 in
overdrive as he gained 13 spots.
He had started eighteenth after
transferring to the main with a third
place finish in the B Main.  The
nightʼs effort earned him the Keizer
Aluminum Wheels Hard Charger of
the Race.

Forty two cars took qualifying
runs in five group sessions. The
overall fastest qualifier was Jason
McDougal. The large field of sprints
in competition required that a C
Main be added to the program.
Josh Hodges won it with the top
five of the 10 starters transferring to
the B Main. Colten Cottle then took
the B with the top five of those 20
starters transferring to the A Main.

The five drivers who won prelim-
inary heats were Carson Short,
Robert Ballou, Justin Grant, Shane
Cockrum, and Kevin Thomas Jr.
The first heat was the only heat that
did not see one or more yellow
flags.  Adverse results sent two
teams home early.

The very next race on the
schedule for MSCS is coming up
on Saturday July 14 at Tri-State
Speedway.
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BELGRADE, MT -
Becoming the second
Canadian driver to
score a victory with
the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series
presented by Saw-
blade.com, Skylar
Gee picked a Bear of
a night to get it done
as the Strongs Crane
Service No. 99 led
start to finish in the fi-

nale of the NAPA Grizzly Nationals
at Gallatin Speedway.

The 143rd driver to earn a vic-
tory with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com since 1993, Gee is
the 12th different winner and third
first time winner on the 2018 sea-
son.

Asked what it meant to win his
first National Tour event at the Gal-
latin Speedway and get the chance
to stand with Adam the Grizzly
Bear, Skylar replied, "This is awe-
some. I wanted to win this race so
bad, I don't think I've ever driven a
Racecar so hard in my life. This
race is just so cool. I've wanted to
do this since they first announced
first started this race, so this is like
a dream come true."

Joined by his Mother and Father
on the front straightaway, the words
were few, but Tim addressed the
nearly sold-out crowd saying, "I'm
struggling for words. I'm just super
proud of him. It's awesome to do it
here. He won his first ASCS feature
here with the Frontier Region, and
now he gets to win his first National
Tour race here. I'm glad these fans
got to see this."

Locked wheel to wheel with Fri-
day night winner, Matt Covington,
to open the 25-lap affair the two
were inseparable with Gee gaining
the advantage as the two cars
completed the opening revolution.
The race's lone caution on Lap 3
for Jordan Milne, who spun at the
exit of the fourth turn, the restarts
saw Covington and Wayne John-
son in pursuit. Able to fend off any
challenge, Gee laid the right rear to
the cushion before finding traffic
four laps later.

Moving top to bottom through
traffic, Gee continued to pull away
from the race for second with sixth
starting Blake Hahn moving to the
runner-up spot just prior Lap 10.
With a distinct bottom and top
groove to choose from, Hahn

began making up ground on Gee
who was mired in lapped traffic.
Pulling to within 10 car lengths with
10 laps to run, Gee finally broke
into clear race track to again pull
away.

Down to the final four laps, Sky-
lar again found himself surrounded
by lapped traffic. Threading the
needle with inches to spare at
times, Gee was able to keep his
nose clean with an advantage of
3.041 seconds at the finish. Blake
Hahn crossed second with Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. rolling from 10th to
complete the night's podium. Matt
Covington would end up fourth with
Wayne Johnson making the top-
five.

Travis Rilat peddled his way to
sixth from 13th with Kelly Miller,
who transferred to the feature via
the night's second BMRS B-Fea-
ture, picking up the night's CP-Car-
rillo Hard Charger Award with an
impressive drive from 18th to sev-
enth. Harli White ended up eighth
with Seth Bergman ninth and Chris
Martin tenth.

The Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com moves east for their
next round of action at Gillette
Thunder Speedway on Wednes-
day, July 11 in Gillette, Wyoming.
Advance ticket sales can be found
at http://www.racinboys.com. Infor-
mation, directions, and more can
be found online at www.gillette-
speedway.com.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, log onto www.ascsrac-
ing.com, follow on Facebook, on In-
stagram, and on Twitter
(@LucasOilASCS).

Oklahoma's Matt
Covington Wins Night

One Of The Grizzly
Nationals

BELGRADE, MT - Picking up his
second win of the season with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com,
Matt Covington became the third
Oklahoman in as many years to
stand with Adam the Grizzly Bear
at Gallatin Speedway; winning
Night 1 of the NAPA Grizzly Na-
tionals.

"Honestly, I'm a little nervous.
You don't think about it when you're
out there racing, but now that
they've talked to me and the fence

is going up, it's a little different,"
stated Matt as the Grizzly Bear
began working towards Victory
Lane.

Rolling to the green from the
pole, Covington worked the low line
of the three-eighths-mile oval only
to have Sam Hafertepe, Jr. roar
around the cushion through turns
three and four of the opening laps
to grab the race lead.

"That first part of the race, I re-
ally didn't run a good race. I should
have jumped up on the top, but I
thought the bottom was going to be
the place to be early. Sam showed
us that it wasn't, then Harli when by
so then I jumped up there with
them and chased them back down.
Sam ended up blowing a tire there
towards the end, and luckily we
were able to finish those last five
laps so we're fortunate to be in Vic-
tory Lane."

Racing back and forth with Harli
White for the runner-up spot, Cov-
ington gained the advantage for
second as Hafertepe rolled into
lapped traffic with four laps com-
plete. Picking his way around the
slower cars, Hafertepe built a com-
fortable advantage of over four sec-
onds. Held up enough to allow
Covington to close the gap just
after the race's half-way point, the
Heidbreder Foundation No. 15h
was still not within striking distance.

Caution on Lap 19 as Johnny
Herrera rolled to a stop with a flat
tire off the second turn. Lapped
cars in the lineup gave Hafertepe a

nice four car advantage over Matt
Covington. The restart saw Blake
Hahn now in pursuit of the T&L
Foundry No. 95 for second.

Clicking off Lap 21 however, tire
conservation would come into play
as both Hafertepe and Hahn saw
their right rear tires expire. Moving
Covington to the lead with Harli
White back to second, the pair
raced close the final four laps, but it
would be Matt Covington holding
on for the win. Scoring her best ca-
reer finish with the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com, Harli White was
joined on the podium by 2017 Griz-
zly Nationals winner, Wayne John-
son.

Scott Bogucki crossed fourth but
failed to report to post-race-tech
and was disqualified, moving Sky-
lar Gee into the final transfer spot
for Saturday's A-Feature, as well as
making him the CP-Carrillo Hard
Charger of the night with 10 posi-
tions gained. Posting his best finish
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com, Montana's Trever Kirk-
land rounded out the top-five.

Seth Bergman crossed sixth
with Travis Rilat moving from 10th
to seventh. Alberta's Kelly Miller
was eighth with Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
rebounding to a ninth-place finish
despite the flat tire with four laps to
go and holds the point's lead by a
mere two markers. Recovering
from a flat tire as well, Blake Hahn
completed the top-ten.
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Of A Win at Montana's
Gallatin Speedway

Skyler Gee celebrates in victory lane with Adam the grizzly after
winning the NAPA Grizzly Nationals at Gallatin Speedway. (ASCS
photo)



HARTFORD, OH -
In appropriate fashion,
the “Buckeye Bullet”
Dave Blaney earned
the Lou Blaney Me-
morial crown on Satur-
day night at Sharon
Speedway, becoming
the first repeat winner
of the prestigious
event in its ten year

history. Blaney, son of the leg-
endary Lou Blaney, earned his 49th
career Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
triumph in exciting fashion, ulti-
mately holding off Western Penn-
sylvania regular George Hobaugh
and a fast charging Spencer
Bayston in front of a packed house
to claim the $5,000 winnerʼs share.

“This is really special for me and
my entire family. Iʼm really happy to
win this race,” Dave Blaney said in
victory lane, driver of the Premier
Motorsports/Mohawk North-
east/No. 70.

“To be honest, the last couple of
weeks weʼve been working to win
this race. You kinda know what
youʼre going to get when you come
to Sharon; it is slick and smooth
and wide. We had enough for them
tonight, I guess. Pete Grove, my
car owner, won this race a few
years back with Danny Holtgraver.
I couldnʼt be happier to get my first
All Star win of the year here at
Sharon.”

By way of dash victory, Blaneyʼs
campaign at the front of the field
started from the outside-front row,
earning the initial jump over fellow
front row starter Carl Bowser and
fifth-starting George Hobaugh. Al-
though he was the class of the field
during the early segments of the
30-lapper, extending his lead to
nearly four seconds just before the
midpoint, Blaneyʼs stronghold over
the field was soon interrupted by
traffic. Hobaugh, who advanced to
the runner-up spot on lap two, was
able to chip away at Blaneyʼs ad-
vantage in traffic, cutting it down to
less than two seconds by lap 18,
then down to just a half-second by
lap 20.

With traffic intensifying in
Blaneyʼs preferred groove around
the bottom of the speedway, the
2014 Lou Blaney Memorial cham-
pion had no choice but to shift
lanes and move to the top of the

speedway. The desperate lane shift
would not only cost momentum, but
also cost Blaney the point position,
as Hobaugh was able to slip un-
derneath Blaney to officially lead
the 22nd circuit. Realizing he
needed to move back to the bot-
tom, Blaney recovered in a hurry,
eventually working back by
Hobaugh as the pair battled a
lapped car down the back straight-
away. Blaney shut the door on
Hobaugh entering turn three and
regained control of the field to lead
lap 23.

A caution the following circuit
would allow Blaney the opportunity
to catch his breath. With clean air
and an open track in view, Blaney
cruised on to lead the remaining
circuits unscathed, only encounter-
ing lapped traffic slightly before the
final checkers flew. Hobaugh held
on to finish second to earn his ca-
reer-best finish with the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions, followed by a
cushion-pounding Spencer
Bayston from eighth, Gary Taylor,
and Chad Kemenah.

“I was just trying to keep myself
calm. I was driving around and said
ʻoh sh--, thereʼs (Dave Blaney),ʼ”
George Hobaugh said with a laugh,
driver of the Hobaughʼs Auto
Parts/Matus Motorsports/No. 40.

“Itʼs really awesome to run with
these guys. I got to watch Lou
(Blaney) race as a kid, so to be out
here racing with Dave is just a
blast.”

“You never know what is going
on behind you,” Blaney explained
regarding the lead exchange. “I did-
nʼt want to get bottled up too bad
behind the lapped cars, so I de-
cided to move up the race track. It
may have worked a tiny bit, but not
enough.”

With many All Star Circuit of
Champions competitors planning to
enter the upcoming Brad Doty

Classic at Attica Raceway Park, as
well as the 35th Annual Kings
Royal at Eldora Speedway, the
2018 All Star calendar will take a
weekend off before returning to
competition on Friday and Satur-
day, July 20 & 21, with a pair of
stops in Western Pennsylvania,
this time visiting Eriez Speedway
and Pittsburghʼs Pennsylvania
Motor Speedway, respectively.
Dubbed the I-79 Summer
Shootout, the weekend double will
be the final Western Pennsylvania
visit for the traveling All Stars in
2018.
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Dave Blaney raced his way to victory lane earning his second Lou
Blaney Memorial title at Sharon Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA

- Stroudsburg, Pa.,
natives Christian
Porter and Regina
Sayles, known to-
gether as acclaimed
musical duo Porter &
Sayles, will perform a
pre-race concert prior
to the start of the Gan-
der Outdoors 400 on
Sunday, July 29. They
will perform the Na-
tional Anthem before
the green flag waves
to start the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup
Series race at ʻThe

Tricky Triangleʼ that day. 
Pre-Race All-Access Passes to

the Porter & Sayles pre-race con-
cert, brought to you by ESSA Bank,
and Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series driver introductions are now
available for purchase. The All-Ac-
cess Pass allows fans to be front-
of-stage to witness both events,
taking place on the frontstretch and
near the start/finish line. In addition
to this pass, a Pre-Race Pit/Pad-
dock Pass and Sunday Gate Ad-
mission Ticket are required.

Visit www.poconoraceway.com/
prerace for more details and to buy
one of three Pre-Race All Access
Pass options.

Porter & Sayles have collabo-
rated with Grammy nominated pro-
ducer Ryan Hadlock at Bear Creek
Studios in Seattle, WA to record
their latest single “Buckled Up In
Drive.” A song is inspired by
NASCAR racing and the ʻinner
racecar driverʼ that lives in all of us.
What better place to feature a high
energy NASCAR anthem from
Porter & Sayles, than at ʻThe Tricky
Triangle,ʼ where motorsports
events happen each summer. 

“We are thrilled to have Porter &
Sayles booked for our upcoming
pre-race event entertainment,” said
Ben May, Pocono Raceway Presi-
dent. “Christian (Porter) and
Regina (Sayles) are extremely tal-
ented musicians from the Pocono
Mountains. The race fans will love
hearing their music.”

Porter & Sayles, the collabora-
tion of singer/songwriters Christian
Porter and Regina Sayles, allure
their audience with a crossover be-
tween Country, Folk-Rock and a
tasty side of southern croon-
ing. Porter jump-started his career
after appearing on Season 4 of
NBCʼs “The Voice” and Sayles at-
tributes her success to at least 100
live shows a year and a very loyal
and adoring fan base. 

Their self-titled debut album,

“Porter & Sayles” was released in
July 2016 and is filled with sub-
stance, style and a spirit that cap-
tures their songwriting prowess.
Since the release of this album,
Christian and Regina have opened
for The Steve Miller Band, Frankie
Ballard, Dan + Shay, Brooke Eden,
and performed their original work in
venues all over the US, including
Asbury Park, New York City, Mil-
waukee, Boston, Nashville, Austin
and Cleveland.

For more information and to
hear their music, visit
www.porterandsayles.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - In honor of

Erik Jones going to Gatorade Vic-
tory Lane in the Coke Zero Sugar
400 at Daytona Saturday night to
score his first career win in
NASCARʼs premier series, Tal-
ladega Superspeedway an-
nounced today a special “Two
2-Day for $79” ticket package for its
doubleheader NASCAR Playoff
weekend featuring the Talladega
250 and 1000Bulbs.com 500 (Oct.
13-14). To take advantage, fans
can visit www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com/2for79 or call
877.Go2.DEGA.

The limited-time offer – a sav-
ings of more than 40% off race-
week pricing – gives fans a chance
to experience the highly-anticipated
“wildcard” weekend at a fantastic
price. The $79 package includes
two 2-Day (Saturday and Sunday)
Talladega Grandstand tickets (sec-
tions F through L), located just past
the start-finish line near the en-
trance of Turn 1.

With the win, Jones, driver of the
No. 20 Toyota for Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing, becomes the seventh driver to
triumph in 2018 and clinch a spot in
the season-ending Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series (MENCS)
Playoffs. The victory for the 2017
MENCS Rookie of the Year comes
in his 57th career start.

One of NASCARʼs “Young
Guns,” Jones will be making his
fourth MENCS Talladega start in
the 1000Bulbs.com 500, the sec-
ond race (of three) in the Round of
12 in the MENCS Playoffs – where
he will be looking to add another re-
strictor-plate race win to his re-
sume, and his first at NASCARʼs
biggest track.

As part of the “Two 2-Day for
$79” ticket package, kids 12 and
younger receive FREE admission
to Saturdayʼs Talladega 250
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series (NCWTS) event and pay
just $10 on Sunday for the
1000Bulbs.com. To add a kidsʼ

ticket to your order for this offer,
please call 877.Go2.DEGA. The
Talladega 250 also has playoff ram-
ifications, serving as the final race
in the Round of 8 in the NCWTS
Playoffs where the field of title con-
tenders will be trimmed from eight
to six at the checkered flag.

The doubleheader NASCAR
Playoff weekend kicks off with
FREE Friday (Oct. 12) and will
allow fans to witness qualifying -
that will determine the starting
lineup for Saturdayʼs Talladega 250
- from the grandstand for FREE
(entry begins at 4 p.m. CDT). Sat-
urdayʼs (Oct. 13) slate includes
practice and Foodland/Food Giant
Qualifying for the 1000Bulbs.com
500 as well as the running of the
Talladega 250. Sundayʼs (Oct. 14)
1000Bulbs.com 500 gets the green
flag at 1 p.m. CDT. Anyone holding
a Sunday ticket will also have ac-
cess to the traditional Saturday
Night Infield Concert, located in the
infamous infield at the 2.66-mile
venue.

For more details and ticket in-
formation simply log on to www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
the Talladega Ticket Office at 855-
518-RACE (7223).

New Hampshire
Motor Speedway

LOUDON, NH - The new and
exclusive Track Bar at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway offers the
best, most comfortable way to view
the Foxwoods Resort Casino 301
on Sunday, July 22.

“The Track Bar is the place to be
when the green flag drops next
month,” said David McGrath, exec-
utive vice president and general
manager of New Hampshire Motor
Speedway. “Itʼs going to be the
coolest space to watch the race
right on the start/finish line. Itʼs
going to be a fan experience like no
other.”

The Track Bar is a new addition
for the 2018 Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race week-
end in Loudon. Located in the Main
Grandstand suites right above the
start/finish line, The Track Bar pro-
vides the best sight lines at the
speedway in the comfort of a cli-
mate-controlled luxury box with a
full cash bar and private bath-
rooms. It used to be a 120-person
suite, but will be a private area for
only 76 people, which means much
more room for each
person.

On Saturday, July
21, the cost per per-
son is $250 and in-
cludes one reserved
seat, continental

breakfast, tapas-style lunch menu,
afternoon appetizers, two non-al-
coholic drink tickets and a custom
lanyard and credential.

On Sunday, July 22, the cost per
person is $500 and includes every-
thing from the Saturday package
plus a driver appearance, a pre-
race pit pass and a guided tour with
a Sunoco Victory Lane visit.

A limited number of seats are
still available for both days, but they
are selling quickly. Call 833-
TRACKBAR to reserve your seat
now, and donʼt miss out on this op-
portunity.

Other improvements and up-
grades have been made all over
the NHMS property including:

• NO49 Seating Area with Wait
Service: Purchase a ticket in the
Main Grandstand Section NO Row
49, and you can enjoy wait service
and have a drink rail to rest your
snacks and drinks on. This is the
only place in the grandstands with
wait service. There will also be a
beer portable and food stand in this
area that will be open to the public.

• New Crew Walkway: Weʼve
shortened the morning commute
for the teams so they donʼt have to
walk all the way around the track to
get to their garage. They now can
walk straight down from the N3
parking lot, across Magic Mile
Loop, through the N4 parking lot to
the garage.

• Granite Old Man of the Moun-
tain: Be sure to check out the new
granite Old Man of the Mountain at
the Main Entrance to greet you as
you arrive.

• Concord Grandstand Eleva-
tors: We installed a new timber
frame above the entrance to the
Concord Grandstand Elevator.

• Concord Ticket Booth: New
lights and a new roof were installed
on the Concord Ticket Booth to add
some character.

• Trackside Terrace: Power,
water and sewage have been
added for those who camp in
Trackside Terrace.

All of these upgrades are sure to
improve the fan experience here at
New Hampshire Motor Speedway
this July.

For ticket information on all 2018
events at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway please stop by the ticket
office, visit the speedway website
at www.NHMS.com, or call Fan Re-
lations at (603) 783-4931.
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - A six-
man list of racing pio-
neers, legends and
modern-day champi-
ons joined “The First
Lady of Motorsports”
in a colorful and ac-
complished 2019 Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame
of America (MSHFA)
inductee class an-
nounced today at Day-

tona International Speedway (DIS).
The Class of 2019 was unveiled

in a press conference at DIS – site
of the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Seriesʼ Coke Zero Sugar 400
on Saturday night – by Motorsports
Hall of Fame of America President
Ron Watson and Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway President Chip
Wile.

The seven MSHFA Class of
2019 honorees, the top vote-earn-
ers from an impressive list of 43
nominees from all walks of motor-
sports, include automotive and rac-
ing pioneer Augie Duesenberg
(Historic), three-time Indianapolis
500 winner Dario Franchitti (Open
Wheel), engineering genius Phil
Remington (Sports Cars), motorcy-
cle road racing World Champion
Kevin Schwantz (Motorcycles),
championship-winning driver/own-
ers Don Schumacher (Drag Rac-
ing) and Tony Stewart (Stock Cars)
and popular motorsports ambassa-
dor and iconic race queen Linda
Vaughn (At Large).

“Deserving and dynamic are two
words that come to mind when I
think of the accomplished men and
woman that comprise the Class of
2019,” Watson said. “This group
has won hundreds of races and
dozens of championships in com-
petition and the hearts and adora-
tion of millions of race fans both at
and away from the track.”

The Class of 2019 will be en-
shrined into the Motorsports Hall of
Fame of America in its 31st annual
induction ceremony next March,
the traditional black-tie gala that will
be the crowning event of a two-day,
multifunction MSHFA induction cel-
ebration on March 11-12 in Day-
tona Beach.

After traditionally holding its an-
nual induction in the summer for
decades, the MSHFA returns to the
spring date in 2019 for the second
consecutive year. The date shift
puts the MSHFA induction amid a

mass of March motorsports and
automotive activity in Florida. The
IndyCar Grand Prix of St. Peters-
burg, the Amelia Island Concours
dʼElegance, the NHRA Gatorna-
tionals in Gainesville, the IMSA 12
Hours of Sebring, plus the AMA
Daytona Supercross, American
Flat Track TT and DAYTONA 200,
as well as Bike Week in Daytona
Beach, all take place in a 10-day
period that now includes the
MSHFA induction.

“Moving to March places our an-
nual induction ceremony right in the
middle of one of the most diverse
and busy times for motorsports and
automotive events all year in
Florida,” Watson said. “The initial
date switch earlier this year was
very well-received, and we look for-
ward to building on the success.”

With the host venue expected to
be finalized in the coming weeks,
the 2019 MSHFA Induction Cere-
mony will be preceded on March 11
by the traditional “Heroes of Horse-
power” reception and strolling din-
ner at the MSHFA Museum,
located in the Daytona International
Speedway Ticket and Tours facility. 

For more information, visit the
MSHFA at www.mshf.com or call
386.681.6843.

The Motorsports Hall of Fame of
America is on Facebook at
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / M o t o r -
sportsHOF/ and Instagram and
Twitter at @MotorsportsHOF.

The MSHFA Class of 2019:
• Augie Duesenberg (Historic) –

August Samuel Duesenberg, with
inductee brother Frederick Due-
senberg (MSHFA Class of 1997),
built some of the greatest racing
cars of their generation. With Fred
as the designer and Augie handling
the manufacturing, they built some
of the last "hand-made" race cars
that dominated the Indianapolis
500 in the mid-1920s. Augie also
served as crew chief for the broth-
ersʼ Duesenberg racing team. As
engine builders for cars, boats and
aircraft, their motors appeared in
many race-winning vehicles includ-
ing those driven by three Indi-
anapolis 500 champions (1924,
'25, '27). 

• Dario Franchitti (Open Wheel)
– From 2007-2012, Dario Franchitti
was as good as any driver in open
wheel racing history, winning four
championships and three Indi-
anapolis 500s – 2007, 2010 and
2012 – in six seasons, which in-

cludes the year he took off (2008)
to try his hand at NASCAR. Born in
Scotland, Franchitti came to the
U.S. in 1997 and the following year
he won three races and a season-
best five poles with Team Green.
He began his string of Indy 500 vic-
tories and championships in his
final year with Andretti Autosport
(2007) and continued the run to two
more Brickyard victories with Chip
Ganassi (MSHFA Class of 2016).

• Phil Remington (Sports Cars) –
Wherever Phil Remington went,
wins and championships followed.
The WWII flight engineer was one
of the most successful chief engi-
neers in sports car racing history.
As chief engineer at Shelby-Amer-
ican, they captured the 1965 World
Manufacturers Championship and
built the Ford GTs that became in
1966 and 1967 the first American
cars to win Le Mans. Next, “Rem”
helped Holman and Moody win the
1968 Daytona 500. Later that year
he joined Dan Gurneyʼs All Ameri-
can Racers, where over the next
40-plus years he was central to the
teamʼs success in everything from
the Indianapolis 500 to sports car
racing.

• Don Schumacher (Drag Rac-
ing) – Don Schumacherʼs first ca-
reer in drag racing was impressive
but his second has made him one
of the all-time greats. As a Funny
Car pilot, “The Shoe” won the 1972
Coca-Cola Cavalcade of Stars,
1973 AHRA World Championship,
five NHRA national events and
about 70 percent of his 560 match
races. He retired from driving to de-
vote more time to his business and
family. Since his return more than a
decade later, Don Schumacher
Racing has amassed 16 NHRA
world championships through
2017, including son Tonyʼs eight ti-
tles, and more than 300 wins. DSR
was the first team to win Top Fuel
and Funny Car titles in the same
year, which it has done four times. 

• Kevin Schwantz (Motorcycles)
– Kevin Schwantz started riding at
four, became a top motocross rider
in his teens, then switched to road
racing, where he became a Day-
tona 200 winner, 500cc World
Champion and 25-time victor on
the international
Grand Prix circuit. He
finished second to
Eddie Lawson
(MSHFA Class of
2002) in the 1986
Daytona 200, and the
following year began
his epic rivalry with
Wayne Rainey
(MSHFA Class of
2008). Rainey took

the 1987 title, but runner-up
Schwantz won five of the six last
races, then followed with a victory
in the 1988 Daytona 200. His world
championship came in 1993 and in
125 GP starts, Schwantz prevailed
25 times, the second American all-
time behind Lawson. The FIM later
retired his No. 34.

• Tony Stewart (Stock Cars) –
Where thereʼs Smoke, there are
victories and championships for
Tony Stewart, both as a driver and
more recently as a team owner.
Few modern drivers come close to
his versatility, speed and quiet as-
sistance to racers in need. The only
person to win championships in In-
dyCar (1997) and NASCAR (2002,
ʻ05, ̒ 11), Stewart also won the 1994
USAC National Midget Series,
1995 USAC Triple Crown and 2006
IROC titles. His 2011 Cup crown
was the first by an owner-driver
since Motorsports Hall of Fame of
America Inductee Alan Kulwicki
(MSHFA Class of 2010). As an
owner, he has won an additional
Monster Energy Series champi-
onship with Kevin Harvick (2014),
the 2017 Daytona 500 with Kurt
Busch, and his four-car team has
been a dominant force so far in the
2018 Monster Energy Series. 

• Linda Vaughn (At Large) – The
“First Lady of Motorsports” trans-
formed the role of beauty queen
into an enduring ambassadorship.
Itʼs hard to imagine anyone more
beloved by fans and racers alike in
the history of the sport. The Dalton,
Georgia native carved her own
niche after winning the Miss Atlanta
Raceway title in 1961 and Miss
Pure Firebird immediately there-
after. Best known for her long as-
sociation with Hurst Industries,
where she became “Miss Hurst
Golden Shifter” after besting 200
contestants for the title. Vaughn ap-
peared in the motorsports-oriented
films Gumball Rally (1976),
Burnout (1979) and Stroker Ace
(1983). Already recognized by the
MSHFA, she was presented with
the Bob Russo Heritage Award in
2004. Her eponymous autobiogra-
phy was published in 2016.

Learn more at www.MSHF.com
or call 386.681.6843.
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Carteret County
Speedway

SWANSBORO,
NC - Layne Riggs led
wire-to-wire to score
the victory in an other-
wise exhilarating Solid
Rock Carriers 150 at
Carteret County
Speedway on Satur-
day night.

Riggsʼ victory
came two weeks after
a heartbreaking run-
ner-up victory in the
CARS Response En-
ergy Late Model Stock
Tour race.  In that race,
Riggs had to race his

way from the rear of the field to
second after being spun around
from the lead.  This weekend, no-
body would get close enough to
take the $15,000 win away from
Riggs.

“I just gave it my all,” Riggs said.
“Iʼve got to thank everybody on this
team this weekend.  They fought.
Weʼre trying to get used to this car-
buretor and having less horse-
power.  The F50 tires being harder,
we slowed down almost a half sec-
ond.  It was just really hard to get
used to those, how to wear the tire
and, thanks to everyone who
helped me out to get me here.
People might not think it but weʼre
not the highest budget team here.
This is a free racecar that was
given to us.  We just make the best
with what weʼve got and we pulled
it off tonight.”

Riggs said the $15,000 pay-
check he got for winning was the
most he has ever got for winning a
race and he would “spend it
wisely”.

Mini Tyrrell finished in the run-
ner-up position for the second time
at Carteret County Speedway in
2018.  Tyrrell had hoped to win, but
battled adversity all weekend and
took the runner up position in
stride.

“I couldnʼt thank everybody
enough,” Tyrrell commented.  “Itʼs
just incredible.  The opportunity to
do this, everybody here.  We bat-
tled motor issues for one and a half
days.  All day yesterday, didnʼt get a
single lap of practice.  My crew and
everybody on this crew did every-
thing they could.  They put their
blood, sweat and tears to get me
on the track.  Started 11th, not have
any laps and come up to second is
truly incredible.”

Michael Tilley raced his way
through the field to finish in third
while Brandon Clements and Clay
Jones rounded out the top-five.

The caution flag flew a handful

of times for sporadic incidents
throughout the race, with the final
caution flying with five laps to go.
Riggs was able to survive a late
race challenge from Tyrrell for the
win.

Mason Diaz scored the victory in
the Legends division, his first at
Carteret County Speedway.  Diaz
led wire-to-wire in the Legends di-
vision feature to pick up the win.

“Dillon Spain Motorsports
worked all weekend on this to give
me a fast racecar to hop in,” Diaz
stated.  “It was fun out there.  Late
race restart definitely made a game
changer for the whole entire race.
I enjoy racing with these guys.  We
keep running Legends and itʼs fun
to hop back in these cars.”

Brian Sullivan finished in second
while Zack Brown finished in third.

Michael Rouse won in the Mini-
Stock feature while Chase Single-
tary scored the Jr. Mini Cup win
and Justin Hall won in the Mini Cup
class.

The next race at Carteret County
Speedway will be held on Saturday,
July 28th.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” Carteret County Speedway
on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - After moni-

toring the radar and speaking with
local meteorologists, Kingsport
Speedway officials have postponed
Fan Appreciation \ WQUT Inde-
pendence Night at the Races
scheduled for Friday, July 6. 

The next race at “The Concrete
Jungle” is scheduled for Saturday,
July 14 with the CARS Tour.

Grandstands will open at 4 p.m.,
Fan Fest at 6:50 p.m., and racing
will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

For more information on
Kingsport Speedway, visit newk-
ingsportspeedway.com. Also follow
Kingsport Speedway on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

Seekonk Speedway
SEEKONK, MA - The traditional

Open Wheel Wednesday, unoffi-
cially turned Tri-Track Tuesday,
saw Ron Silk of Norwalk, CT, claim
the victory in Tri-Track Open Modi-
fied (TTOMS) Series competition
and a cool $10,000 on the eve of
Independence Day. The event,
which began on Wednesday June
27, was halted after only 22 laps
due to rain. Less than a week later,
Silk was the class of the field scor-
ing a popular victory aboard the
Bob Horn owned #50. Matt
Hirschman of Northampton, PA,
came home second. Chase Dowl-
ing of Roxbury, CT, in relief of
Rowan Pennink, who could not re-
turn for the conclusion of the race,
finished third. 

Russ Hersey of Swanzey, NH,
recovered from a three-lap deficit to
finish fourth. Home track favorite,
Todd Annarummo, from Swansea,
MA, completed the top five.   

After two races of the four-race
Tri-Track Series schedule, defend-
ing Series champion Matt
Hirschman leads the point stand-
ings by a mere two points over Silk.
The next race for the TTOMS is
Saturday, July 28 at Star Speed-
way in Epping, NH. 

Richard Savary led every lap of
a caution-filled start to Open Wheel
Wednesday before a persistent
rain claimed the race at 9:25pm.
With a dismal weather forecast for
the original rain date of Thursday,
track officials set July 3 for the re-
sumption of the race. While nearly
a week later when racing resumed,
it was much of the same in the
early going for Savary. 

With the rain delay and the

event tire rule, teams could pit dur-
ing pace laps before the race offi-
cially went green. Hirschman, who
would have lined up second for the
restart, was among those to head
pitside.  

When the event officially went
green again, Savary took the point
with Rocco and Silk duking it out for
second. Silk was able to take the
spot away on lap 23. He immedi-
ately went to work on Savary for
the lead. Dowling was making
moves early; coming from scratch
in the field.

The first caution of the night flew
on lap 31 for a stalled Ricky Collins.
Hersey received the free pass.
Hirschman, who was making little
progress from deep in the field, pit-
ted once again under the caution.
Dowling also headed to the pits.

Silk got alongside Savary on the
outside groove on the ensuing
restart. The two went wheel-to-
wheel for several laps before Silk
settled back in line in second. After
a single lap, he dove low behind
Savary and was able to steal the
lead way on lap 35.  Silk was the
new leader over Savary, Rocco,
Woody Pitkat and Tommy Barrett in
the top five. 

During the green flag run, Silk
was able to get a bit of breathing
room over Savary. Annarummo and
Sammy Rameau were making
headway taking positions away
from Barrett. 

Silk had nearly a straightaway
advantage over Savary as the
halfway point of the event ap-
proached. Rocco ran in third fol-
lowed by Pitkat, Annarummo,
Rameau, Jon McKennedy, Barrett,
Matt Galko and Dan Meservey, Jr.
inside the top ten at crossed flags. 

The eventʼs ninth (second of the
night) caution flew on lap 57 for a
single-car spin by Dana DiMatteo.
A number of contenders pitted dur-
ing the caution period including Silk
and Savary. Hersey once again re-
ceived the free pass to join the re-
mainder of the lead laps car for the
ensuing restart.

Pitkat, who had earlier taken a
position from Rocco, inherited the
lead for the restart. Rocco had his
hands full with Annarummo and
McKennedy. Annarummo took ad-
vantage of the bottom groove to
battle his way into second. He im-
mediately put pressure on Pitkat for
the lead and was able to take over
the top spot on lap 63.

Rocco ran a few cars-lengths
back as McKennedy struggled in
the outside grove. After quick pit
work and a fast race car, Silk was
already back in the top-five by lap

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Layne Riggs enjoys his hard-earned victory at Carteret County
Speedwayʼs victory lane. (CARTERET COUNTY SPEEDWAY photo)



(Continued…)

65. 
Dowling continued

his march to the front;
to backslide falling to
fourth. Rocco faded to
seventh. Early leader
Savary would spend
much of the second
half of the race in an
out of the pits. 

The third caution
of the night came out
for a spin by Meser-
vey. For the lap 70
restart, Annarummo
was lined up against
Dowling. Silk was third

beside McKennedy. Derek Ram-
strom, Barrett, Hirschman, Colbey
Fournier, Rameau and DiMatteo
made up the remainder of the top -
ten running order when the race
went back to green. 

Annarummo was able to retain
his lead with Silk taking second
from Dowling on lap 71. By lap 72,
Silk once again was the leader; rel-
egating Annarummo back to sec-
ond. With Silk at the point, Dowling
and Annarummo ran nose to tail. A
torrid battle for fourth position in-
volved Ramstrom, McKennedy and
Hirschman.

On lap 78, Hirschman got the
better of the battle to move into
fourth. His charge forward was
stalled for a spin by Galko. Fournier
was also involved. Silk got a strong
restart at lap 79, handily taking
back the lead. Hirschman got un-
derneath Annarummo and into third
on lap 80.

Silk could not shake Dowling.
Hersey, with a strong recovery, was
on the outside grove chipping away
at the top ten. McKennedy got un-
derneath Ramstrom; taking Her-
shey along for the ride. Hersey
quickly got by McKennedy to join
the top-five. 

With 10 to go, Silk had a several
car-lengths lead over Dowling, who
held a similar lead over Hirschman.
A distance back was Annarummo.
Hersey was able to take fourth
from Annarummo on lap 94. 

Hirschman was getting racy with
Dowling with five laps to go. He
tried the low groove to no avail,
then the high-side in his effort to get
by Dowling for second. This en-
abled Silk to stretch his advantage.
Hersey was also running down the
battle for second. Hirschman able
to get by Dowling in the closing
laps.

Out front it was all Silk who
cruised under the checkered flag
for the win; becoming the tenth dif-
ferent driver to win the 10K payday

of Open Wheel Wednesday.
Hirschman settled for second over
Dowling, Hersey, and Annarummo
inside the top five. Rameau,
McKennedy, Pitkat, Savary and Di-
Matteo made up the top ten. 

Several cars withdrew from the
event and did not return for the re-
sumption of the race including Jon
Kievman, Steve Masse, Anthony
Nocella, Les Hinckley and Mike
Holdridge, several of which had
misfortune on the original night of
racing action. Ryan Preece, who
had a previous commitment with
Joe Gibbs Racing to run the Na-
tionwide Series event in Daytona,
was unable to return. 

During qualifying on Wednes-
day, heat race victories went to
Rocco, Mike Willis, Jr., Hirschman
and Pennink. Preece and Carl
Medeiros took down consolation
event wins. A total of 39 cars at-
tempted to qualify.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - Hickory Motor

Speedway would is the place to be
every Saturday night to see some
great racing and the return of an
old racing tradition.

The One Design Super Trucks
would lead off the nightʼs festivities
with their first 25 lap feature of two
scheduled for the night. Dakota
Slagle in the #13 would take the
pole position in qualifying with the
#51 of Allen Huffman starting to his
outside. Slagle and Huffman would
battle side by side for several laps.
Slagle would finally nose ahead
and take the lead and bring with
him Charlie Neill in the #26, who
was charging hard through the
field. As usual the One Design
Super Trucks put on a furious bat-
tle throughout the field for every po-
sition. Neill would make the pass
for the lead with Slagle close in his
tire tracks. When the checkered
flag flew it would find Neill as the
winner. Slagle had a strong run fin-
ishing 2nd while Allen Huffman in
the #51 finished 3rd. Sheflon Clay
in the #15 would finish 4th and
Joey Shuryan in the #30 would
round out the top 5 with 5th. 

Next up would see the Cosmo
Motors Street Stocks hitting the
track for their first 25 lap feature of
their scheduled doubleheader.
Mark Whitten in the #77 would set
the hot lap to pace qualifying and
Troy DeMarmels in the #18 would
be second fastest and start to Whit-
tenʼs outside when the initial green
flag flew.  Whitten and DeMarmels
would have a spirited battle for the
top spot and see DeMarmels finally
make the pass. Whitten would stay
close behind but also receive chal-

lenges for the second spot as well.
Kevin Eby in the #03 would move
around Whitten and give chase to
the leader. DeMarmels would prove
too strong and hold the top spot
until the checkered flag. Eby would
come in 2nd with Marshall Sutton
finishing 3rd. Whitten would
bounce back to finish 4th and Dil-
lon Crouch in the #26 would have
an impressive run and come home
in 5th.

Round #6 of the Paramount Kia
ʻBig 10ʼ Racing Challenge for the
Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models would roll of next on
the night for 50 action packed laps.
Vince Midas in the #14 would con-
tinue his hot streak of late by grab-
bing the pole position in qualifying
with Gage Painter in the #12 start-
ing to his outside. Midas would take
the early lead but face repeated
challenges from Painter. Battles
would be fought throughout the
field but the racing would stay
clean. Midas would drive on to the
win in and lead flag to flag with no
cautions, also getting the opportu-
nity to race with his father Todd
Midas in the #50, who would run in
his first Paramount Auto Group
Limited Late Model feature. Painter
would hold on for 2nd with Mason
Ludwig in the #12 finishing 3rd.
Monty Cox in the #21 would grab
4th and the #44 of Josh Kossek
would score another top 5 with 5th.

Returning to the track next for 25
exciting laps in their second race
on the night would be the One De-
sign Super Trucks. Charlie Neill in
the #26 would start from the pole
position with the #13 of Dakota Sla-
gle to his outside. The pair would
have a fierce side by side battle for
the top spot until a caution would
slow the field and contact between
the pair would bring them both to
pit road for repairs. That would
move the #15 of Sheflon Clay and
the #51 of Allen Huffman to the

front row for the restart. Clay would
get the jump on the restart and
nose ahead for the lead with Huff-
man close in tow. Clay would prove
too tough on the night and drive on
to the win, his second on the year.
Huffman would hold off a hard
charging Slagle and grab 2nd with
Slagle taking 3rd. Neill would battle
back for 4th with Joey Shuryan in
the #30 would finish 5th.

The Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks would hit the track next to
close out their doubleheader with
another 25 lap battle. Mark Whitten
in the #77 would once again start
from the top spot with Troy De-
Marmels in the #18 to his outside.
The front duo would battle furiously
and look to settle the battle be-
tween themselves until the #21 of
Drew Cox would enter into the fray
and get by both for the lead. A cau-
tion would bunch the field and Cox
would nose ahead on the restart.
Cox would spin coming off of turn
4, but damage was limited to the
#71 of Robert Divanna, and he was
able to continue. On the restart
Whitten and DeMarmels would re-
vert back to their earlier battle, put-
ting on another side by side battle
for the fans. Whitten would eventu-
ally nose ahead into the lead and a
few laps later DeMarmels would
have mechanical troubles and spin
as he entered turn 3 and backed
hard into the wall. After the next
restart Whitten would muscle away
and drive on to take the checkered
flag. Cox would bounce back and
finish 2nd while Jared Broadbent in
the #74 would turn his evening
around and grab the 3rd finishing
spot. Kevin Eby in the #03 would
finish 4th and Marshall Sutton in
the #64 would round out the top 5
in 5th.

Returning the track after a multi-
year hiatus would see an old fan fa-
vorite back in action with the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Vince Midas celebrates with family and friends in the Hickory
Motor Speedway victory lane after winning in the Limited Late
Model Series. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

running of the Colors
Edge 100 lap Enduro.
With a field full of 17
truly stock cars the ac-
tion would start early
and not take a break
until the checkered
flag would fly. Cody
Leland in the #19
would start from the
point with Dylan
Mayes in the #13 and
Kenneth Roberts in
the #8 also making up
the front row. The race
would resemble rush
hour on Interstate 40

for much of the event but no seri-
ous events would mar the race. Le-
land would capitalize on his starting
spot and build a huge early lead,
but with endurance being the key
with these truly stock cars had he
used too much of his car early in
the race. Roberts would run in the
2nd position most of the event and
would turn up the wick late in the
race, but it would turn out to be too
little too late as Leland would go on
to grab the checkered flag and the
winnerʼs hardware with Roberts fin-
ishing runner-up. Tim Steiner in the
#53 would finish 3rd, Kendra Hann
in the #4H would take 4th, and
Angie Cook in the #5 would round
out the top 5.

In one week, July 14th, the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries returns to action with the Dale
Earnhardt/Hickory Motor Speed-
way Birthday Night at the Races
presented by Coca-Cola.

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
on Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Mark

Smith of Sunbury turned in a flag-
to-flag victory in Tuesday nightʼs
Firecracker 30 for 360 sprint cars at
Selinsgrove Speedway in front of a
large crowd that was on hand for
the special holiday racing program
sponsored by Selinsgrove Ford. 

The $3,000 win was Smithʼs
second of the season at Selins-
grove behind the wheel of the
Mach 1 Chassis No. M1. 

Bryan Bernheisel of Lebanon in-
herited the lead in the 30-lap super
late model race and held off a late-
race challenge for his third win of
the year at the track also worth
$3,000 over a stellar field of 30 en-
tries. 

Shaun Lawton of Bloomsburg
drove to an exciting win in the 15-
lap C.W. Smith Memorial pro stock

race. Lawton collected $1,028 for
his third win of the season. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will pres-
ent the Jan Opperman/Dick Bogar
Memorial PA Speedweek Finale for
410 sprint cars plus PASS 305
sprint cars at 7:30 p.m. this Sun-
day, July 8. 

The 30-lap main event will pay
$5,000 to win. Track gates will
open at 5 p.m. 

Blane Heimbach was scheduled
to start on the pole for the 360 main
event but a mechanical issue
forced him to rejoin the field at the
back of the pack after entering the
pit area. The move shifted original
third-place starter Mark Smith to
the pole for the drop of the green
flag. 

Smith powered into the front
spot and was chased by second-
place starter Jason Shultz. By lap
two a battle for third developed be-
tween fourth-place starter Davie
Franek and fifth-place starter Chad
Layton. Meanwhile, Heimbach
began to work his way back
through the field. 

With only five laps completed,
Smith began to encounter slower
traffic with Shultz, Franek, Layton
and sixth-place starter Kyle Rein-
hardt in pursuit. 

The raceʼs second caution flag
unfurled on lap 11 when Mallie
Shusterʼs car spun in turns three
and four. On the lap 12 restart,

ninth-place starter Derek Locke
drove into the top five. The raced
was slowed one more time when
Reinhardtʼs car rolled to a stop in
turn two. 

On the ensuing restart, Smith
stretched his lead only to have
Shultz attempt to close it up in the
final five laps to no avail. Smith was
victorious by 1.94 seconds over
Shultz, Franek, Layton, and Locke. 

In the late model feature, Jeff

Rine started on the outside of the
front row and beat polesitter Bryan
Bernheisel out of the second turn to
take the early lead. Fourth-place
starter Dylan Yoder kept the lead-
ers in his sites as they navigated
their way through traffic by lap five. 

The raceʼs first caution flag
waved on lap 13 when Billy
Wamplerʼs car developed a flat tire. 

When the race resumed, Rine
held a solid lead while Bernheisel
and Yoder dueled for the runner up
position. 

On the 20th circuit, Colebry
Frye, last Saturdayʼs feature win-
ner, rolled to a stop in turn one after
racing his way into the fourth posi-
tion. On the lap 21 restart, 10th
place starter Brett Schadel and
11th place starter Gene Knaub
challenged for the fifth position. 

Misfortune struck Rine on lap 24
when his car developed a flat tire.
Bernheisel inherited the lead and
fended off Yoder to the finish, post-
ing a narrow .69 of a second mar-
gin of victory. Knaub, Schadel, and
sixth-place starter Shaun Jones
completed the top five. 

Third-place starter Shaun Law-
ton powered into the lead at the
start of the pro stock main event
but had second-place starter Kyle
Bachman racing in his shadow. On
the third lap fourth-place starter AJ
Hoffman took over the runner up
position. 

At the halfway point, Lawton was
the leader by the slimmest of mar-
gins over Hoffman, fifth-place
starter Brad Mitch, polesitter Bran-
don Moser and seventh-place
starter Tommy Slanker. 

A caution on lap 13 for Jake
Buckʼs disabled race car regrouped
the field for a war on wheels to the
finish. Lawton came out on top by
just .67 of a second over Hoffman,
Mitch, Bachman, and Moser.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - The weather

around East Tennessee over the
past couple of weeks has been hot
and dry, with temperatures in the
90s. But rain moved into the region
mid-afternoon Friday and then con-
tinued overnight into Saturday
morning, threatening to wash out
racing at Volunteer Speedway. 

Track promoter Mitch McCarter
is widely known and appreciated
among fans and competitors for his
willingness to hold racing if at all
possible. Following all the rain that
had fallen, just call the track crew
magicians, because they worked
their “magic” into getting the racing
surface prepared throughout the
daytime for racing on the high
banks.

Great fields of cars were pres-
ent, with 26 Crate Late Model, 25
Sportsman Late Model, 18 Modi-
fied Street, and 13 Classics to en-
tertain the good crowd in the
grandstands.

Tim Byrd of Jonesborough cap-
tured the Crate Late Model victory,
while Bradley Lewelling of
Knoxville recorded the Sportsman
Late Model win.

Jimmy Owens of Newport cap-
tured the Modified Street win, while
Josh Chesney of Maynardville
recorded the Classic victory, with
Shawn Henry of Newport taking the
602 Street win.

Three-time Crate Late Model
track champion Tim Byrd was
fastest on the clock at 13.919 sec-
onds to earn the pole starting posi-
tion, with current point leader
Trevor Sise second quickest at
13.940. 

Byrd powered out into the lead
on the start over Michael Courtney,
Sise, Jensen Ford and Ahnna
Parkhurst. Ford passed Sise for
third on lap 3 and began working
on Courtney for second place. Rac-
ing off the fourth turn on lap 8, Ford
drove past Courtney and set his
sights ahead on leader Byrd.

Just outside of the top five in the
running order, a whole gaggle of
cars were battling for position rac-
ing two- and three-wide from fifth-
place on back involving Jason
Welshan, Ross White, Greg Martin,
Adam Tolliver, Chase King, Josh
Henry, Jason Cardwell, Ryan King,
Rusty Ballenger, Bobby Mays,
Andy Ogle, Chris Chandler and
Gary Crittenden. 

Courtney dropped out while run-
ning in fourth, and while Welshan,
White and Martin worked their way
into the top five, the race for the win
was between Byrd and Ford. Byrd
has been fast this year, but due to

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Tim Byrd of Jonesborough, Tenn., captured his first Crate Late
Model victory of the season Saturday at Volunteer Speedway. (TIM
OWENS photo)



(Continued…)

circumstances with the
car the results just
werenʼt up to his stan-
dard.  

The race was
Brydʼs to win, but
should he make the
slightest mistake Ford
was waiting to pounce
and capitalize. But the
seasoned veteran
Byrd stayed out front
and captured his first
win of the season over
Ford, Welshan, White
and Martin.

Completing the
top 10 finishers were Chase King,
Henry, Sise, Cardwell and Ryan
King.

Zach Sise was fastest in Sports-
man Late Model qualifying at
14.007 and Heath Alvey stopped
the clocks second-quickest at
14.168. Sise jumped out to lead at
the start over Bradley Lewelling,
Jed Emert, Alvey and Dale Ball.
The eventʼs first caution waved on
lap 3 for a multi-car wreck between
turns one and two involving Bran-
don Miller, Joshua Sneed, Nicholas
Shelton and Mark Sexton.

Off the ensuing restart Sise pow-
ered back out ahead over Emert,
and with the duo racing hard for the
lead on lap 5 between turns one
and two, Sise spun to bring out the
caution. Both drivers were sent to
the rear for the restart.

Lewelling was showing the way
out front over Alvey, Brad Seagle,
Ball and Jake Whithead. Seagle
wasted no time getting past Alvey
for second place as the raced off
the fourth turn on lap 6. But Alvey
wasnʼt about to go down without
fighting back, and on lap 12 he and
Seagle got together to produce a
caution - with Alvey pulling into the
pits.

Back under green Lewelling
quickly put some distance between
himself, Seagle and Ball. White-
head passed Ball for the third spot
on lap 15 racing off the second cor-
ner. But with the laps winding
down, out front there was no catch-
ing Lewelling as he recorded his
first-ever victory at “The Gap” over
Seagle, Whitehead, Ball and Sise. 

Wayne Rader was fastest in
Modified Street qualifying at
15.301, but the surprise of the night
was “The Newport Nightmare”
Jimmy Owens behind the wheel
driving his older brother Kurt
Owensʼ car second-quickest at
15.479. Owens, a regular competi-
tor with the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series and who back on June 2

had won the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series event
at Volunteer Speedway, decided to
come back home to where he
began his racing career in the early
ʻ90s to “just have fun and spend
time with family” after the Lucas Oil
event scheduled this weekend was
rained-out. 

On the initial attempt to start the
20-lap feature, McKenlee Hall went
for a wild ride, flipping multiple
times at end of the front straight-
away entering the first turn after
tangling with Tyler Haynes. With
the race finally under green, Owens
grabbed the lead over Rader,
Bubba Long, David Clark and Gary
Blanken. 

Both Clark and Blanken got
around Rader and Long for position
before lap 5, with Clark closing right
in behind leader Owens. At the
halfway distance Clark was chal-
lenging Owens by sticking his nose
underneath the leader through the
corners, but racing down the
straightaway Owens maintained
his lead. Owens would go on to
capture the win over Clark,
Blanken, Rader and Lance Creas-
man.

Lee Merritt was fastest in Clas-
sic qualifying at 17.333 to capture
pole position for the 20-lap feature,
with Josh Chesney close behind at
17.352 earning the right to start on
outside of the front row. Merritt, the
divisional point leader and also
leading with seven feature wins on
the season battled back and forth
swapping the lead with Chesney in
the early laps. 

But when Merritt dropped out of
the race with mechanical issues on
lap 9, from that point Chesney
cruised to his first-ever victory at
Volunteer Speedway. Chesney was
chased to the checkered flag by Eli
Keck, Will Carey, Shaun Sise and
Chris Worsham.

Shawn Henry captured the 602
Street victory over Rex Coffey,
Josh Driskill and Brandon Johnson.

The next racing program at Vol-
unteer Speedway will be Monday,
July 16 when the Schaeffer's Oil
Southern Nationals Series head-
lines the show with a $3,500-to-win
Super Late Model event. Also rac-
ing will be Crate Late Model,
Sportsman Late Model and Modi-
fied Street divisions.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, July 6
with the Wild Thing Karts Junior
Outlaws joining Staffordʼs NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series divi-

sions with fireworks in the sky to
celebrate the Fourth of July holi-
day.  Scoring feature wins were
Ronnie Williams in the SK Modi-
fied® feature, Tom Fearn in the
Late Model feature, Joey Ferrigno
in the SK Light feature, Jeremy
Lavoie in the Limited Late Model
feature,  George Bessette, Jr. in the
Street Stock feature, and Jason
Chapman in the Wild Thing Karts
Junior Outlaws feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture, Michael Gervais, Jr. took the
lead at the green flag but Eric
Berndt went to the front on lap-2
just as the caution came out for
several cars coming together with
Keith Rocco coming to a stop in
turn 4 along with Doug Meservey,
Jr., Mike Christopher, Jr.  Glen
Reen came to pit road with a flat
tire and Gervais was back in the
lead for the lap-2 restart.

Berndt took the lead from Ger-
vais on the restart with Stephen
Kopcik side by side with Matt Vas-
sar for third.  Tony Membrino, Jr.
was fifth.  Vassar was working hard
to get by Kopcik for third but Kopcik
was able to hold him off.  Ronnie
Williams broke into the top-5 on
lap-10 as Berndt continued to lead
Gervais, Kopcik, and Vassar. 

Williams got around Kopcik to
move into third on lap-18 as Berndt
was still leading Gervais with Todd
Owen now fifth and Vassar sixth.
Williams continued his march to the
front taking second from Gervais
on lap-22 and he began to close in
on Berndt for the race lead.  Kop-
cik and Gervais were side by side
for third with Owen still in fifth as
Williams was within a car length of
Berndt on lap-29.  The caution
came out with 30 laps complete for
a spin in turn 2 by Meservey.

Berndt took the lead with
Williams slotting into second right
on his bumper.  Kopcik took third
after a side by side duel with Ger-
vais with Owen still in fifth.
Williams was looking high and low
for a way around Berndt and he
was able to pull alongside Berndt
on lap-35 and he took the lead on
lap-36.  Kopcik nearly followed
Williams by Berndt but Berndt was
able to hold off his challenge and
remain in second.  Berndt was now
working Williamsʼ back bumper
over for the lead when the caution
came out with 37 lap complete for a
spin on the backstretch by Joey
Cipriano.

Williams took the lead back
under green with Berndt right on
his bumper.  Berndt made one last
ditch effort to take Williams on the
high side but he came up just short
as Williams took down his second

consecutive win and third win of the
2018 season.  Kopcik finished third
with Owen and Reen rounding out
the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Paul Arute streaked into the lead at
the drop of the green with Kevin
Gambacorta, Tyler Leary, and Tom
Fearn lined up behind him.  Fearn
took third on lap-2 behind Arute
and Gambacorta with Michael
Wray moving into fourth on lap-3.
Paul Varricchio, Jr. got around Tyler
Leary to move into fifth.

Gambacorta was applying
heavy pressure to Arute for the
race lead and he was finally able to
get alongside Arute on lap-5 and he
took the lead on lap-6.  Gamba-
cortaʼs move opened the door for
Fearn to move into second, Varric-
chio to third, Wray to fourth, and
Leary to fifth as Arute slid back to
sixth.  Fearn took the lead from
Gambacorta on lap-7 with Varric-
chio, Wray, and Leary still lined up
behind him.

With 10 laps to go, Fearn was
still out front with Gambacorta giv-
ing chase from second.  Varricchio
was still third with Wray and Leary
at the bottom end of the top-5.
Wray got around Varricchio for third
on lap-25 while Glen Reen was ap-
plying heavy pressure to Leary for
fifth.  Reen was able to make a
pass on lap-26 and he went by both
Leary and Varricchio to move into
fourth with Leary taking fifth as Var-
ricchio falling back to sixth.  Trace
Beyer got into the turn 2 wall to
bring the caution out with 28 laps
complete and set up a green white
checkered finish.

Gambacortaʼs car didnʼt come
up to speed on the restart and he
got turned around with Wray also
spinning to bring the caution right
back out.  Neither car hit anything
with Wray coming to pit road with a
flat tire before rejoining the action.

Fearn took the lead with Reen
right on his bumper.  Fearn led
Reen to the checkered flag to pick
up his seventh win of the 2018 sea-
son.  Leary finished third with
Chase Cook and Beyer rounding
out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature,
Norm Sears led the field to the
green but immediately it was a 3-
wide move with Mikey Flynn to the
inside, Sears in the middle, and
Bob Charland on the outside.
Flynn took the lead with Charland
second while Sears slid back to fifth
with Joey Ferrigno third and Geoff
Nooney fourth.  Chris Matthews got
around Sears to take fifth on lap-2.
Rob Dow had a flat tire to bring the
caution out with 3 laps complete.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Cassandra Cole
got sideways and col-
lected Rit Dulac on the
restart to bring the
caution right back out.
Flynn took the lead on
the next restart with
Charland behind him
in second.  Joey Fer-
rigno and Nooney
were side by side for
third with Matthews in
fifth.  Just behind
Matthews, Teddy
Hodgdon and Sears
were side by side for
sixth place.  Andrew

Molleur got into the frontstretch wall
to bring the caution out with 8 laps
complete.  

Ferrigno made a move in turns
3+4 to take the lead from Flynn on
the restart.  Charland and Hodgdon
were side by side for third behind
Flynn with Bryan Narducci now up
to fifth.  Matthews spun on the
frontstretch to bring the caution
back out with 11 laps complete.

Ferrigno took the lead back
under green with Flynn right on his
back bumper.  One lap after the
restart, Charland went 3 wide with
Flynn and Hodgdon for second.
Contact sent Brett Gonyaw into the
turn 3 wall and collected Vinny
Anglace and Amanda West to bring
the caution back out with 12 laps
complete.

Ferrigno took the lead on the
restart with Narducci and Hodgdon
side by side for second.  Alexander
Pearl was up to fourth  with Chris
Viens in fifth before the caution
came back out for a spin by Ray-
mond Grassetti in turn 2 with 14
laps complete.

Ferrigno took the lead on the
restart but Hodgdon was hanging
right with Ferrigno on the outside
lane and the two cars were side by
side when the caution came back
out with 16 laps complete for a spin
in turn 3 by West.

Hodgdon had the lead for the
restart and Narducci was making a
move for the lead when the caution
came back out for Glenn Griswold
and Charland, who came together
on the backstretch before a lap
could be completed.

Ferrigno powered into the lead
on the restart with Hodgdon all over
his back bumper looking high and
low for a way to take the lead.  The
caution came back out with 18 laps
complete for a spin coming out of
turn 4 by Nooney and Pearl.

Grassetti shot up the track and
hit the wall in the middle of turns
1+2 to bring the caution right back

out.  
Ferrigno and Hodgdon were

again side by side for the lead and
the win on the restart.  The two cars
took the white flag in a virtual tie at
the line.  They ran the final lap side
by side with Ferrigno taking the
checkered flag ahead of Hodgdon
by a nose to take down his first win
of the 2018 season.  Narducci fin-
ished third with Mark Bakaj and
Viens rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature, Andy Marchese took the
lead at the green while behind him,
there was nearly some 3-wide ac-
tion.  Gary Patnode took second
and on lap-3 it was 3-wide with Je-
remy Lavoie, Duane Provost, and
Ryan Fearn for third.  Provost and
Midford touched with Provost get-
ting into Fearn who then spun into
the backstretch and turn 3 walls to
bring the caution out with 2 laps
complete.

Back under green Marchese
took the lead with Lavoie in sec-
ond.  Justin Bren took third with
Patnode and R.J. Surdell making
up the top-5.  Lavoie took the lead
from Marchese on lap-4 with Bren
moving up to second and dropping
Marchese back to third.  Patnode
was fourth with Surdell in fifth.  

At the halfway point, Lavoie was
still in command of the race with
Bren giving chase from second.
Marchese was third with Surdell in
fourth and Patnode in fifth.  Bren
chased Lavoie to the checkered
flag but couldnʼt get close enough
to make a move as Lavoie scored
his sixth win of the 2018 season.
Marchese finished third with Patn-
ode edging out Surdell by a nose at
the line for fifth.  

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture, Jason Lafayette took the lead
from Richard Ciriello at the green to
set the early pace.  George Bes-
sette, Jr. quickly moved up to sec-
ond with Meghan Fuller taking
third.  Last weekʼs winner Nicole
Chambrello was fourth with Ciriello
sliding from the pole back to fifth in
the order.  Ciriello continued to
slide backwards as Tess Beyer
took fifth on lap-4.  Johnny Walker
was also on the charge after start-
ing at the back of the pack, moving
into sixth behind Beyer.

Bessette was right on the back
bumper of Lafayette for the lead on
lap-7 with Fuller, Chambrello,
Beyer, and Walker lined up in a
tight pack just behind the lead duo.
Walker took fifth from Beyer on lap-
7 just before the caution came out
for a spin by Paul Bourdon, Jr.

Bessette powered into the lead
on the restart, getting a great run
on the outside of Lafayette.  When

the cars reached turn 3, Cham-
brello went through the grass and
came back on to the track where
she collected several other cars, in-
cluding Beyer, Chris Bagnall, and
Ciriello, to bring the caution out be-
fore a lap could be completed.

Bessette again took the lead
from Lafayette in the outside lane
on the restart with Walker moving
into third behind Lafayette.  Fuller
was fourth with Brandon Michael
up to fifth.  Walker took second
from Lafayette on lap-9 with
Michael getting by Fuller to move
into fourth on lap-10.  

With 5 laps to go, it was still Bes-
sette followed by Walker, Lafayette,
Michael, and Beyer.  Bessette was
driving for all he could get out of his
car as he broke the back end loose
coming out of turn 4 on lap-18 but
was able to  maintain the race
lead.  Walker could only get to Bes-
setteʼs back bumper at the check-
ered flag as Bessette took down his
second win of the 2018 season.
Lafayette finished third with
Michael and Beyer rounding out the
top-5.

In the 20-lap Wild Thing Karts
Junior Outlaws feature, Casey
OʼSullivan took the lead at the
green with Ryan Birkenshaw nearly
going 3-wide at the start to move
from fifth to second but before a lap
could be complete, spins in turn 4
of the Stafford mini-mile by Jake
Hines and Cameron Pearl brought
the caution flag out.

Evan Charette took the lead on
the restart but the karts of Matt
Brewer and Ian Hawley came to-
gether to bring the caution out be-
fore a lap could be completed.

Charette took the lead on the
restart with Birkenshaw taking sec-
ond.  OʼSullivan slotted into third
with Jason Chapman fourth and
Jake Hines in fifth.  Birkenshaw
took the lead from Charette on lap-
7 with OʼSullivan moving into sec-
ond.  Chapman moved into third as
Charette fell back to fourth just in
front of Hines.  The caution came
back out with 8 laps complete for a
spin in turn 2 by Josh Morrison.

Birkenshaw took the lead back
under green with Chapman behind
him in second.  OʼSullivan was third
with Thomas Martucci up to fourth
and Charette in fifth.  Chapman
was all over Birkenshaw for the
lead and the two cars traded the
lead on lap-10 with Birkenshaw
able to hold him off.  Chapman was
able to make a pass stick on lap-13
as he took the lead from Birken-
shaw.

Chapman drove away from
Birkenshaw in the closing laps to
take the victory.  Birkenshaw fin-

ished second with OʼSullivan,
Charette, and Cameron Pearl
rounding out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Rockford Speedway
On a picture perfect Saturday

night, a near-capacity crowd filled
up Rockford Speedway as part of
the annual Fan Appreciation Night.
Four divisions of short track racing
took to the high banks along with
School Bus Races and the results
equaled another captivating night
at the races. 

BARGAIN HUNTER SPORTS-
MAN

2017 Roadrunner champion
Josh Thiering made the jump to the
Sportsman division a little late this
Spring, but that late start has not
hampered his progress and that
fact was showcased on Saturday
as the South Beloit native led all 25
laps of his feature race on the way
to his first Sportsman victory. Thier-
ing jumped from his outside front
row starting position to take the
lead and held off an incredibly
close field of Sportsman racers to
take the win. 

The race was slowed by one yel-
low flag with six laps remaining,
which allowed everyone the
chance to make one last run at
Thiering, but no one could string a
late-race rally together to topple the
outside polesitter. Point leader
Howie Ware had another solid
night and ended the night with a
second place finish in the feature.
Rookie Richie Schinderling made
the biggest move on the first and
only restart of the night, moving
from seventh to third place in the
final running order. Adam
Cartwright logged another top five
finish with his fourth place result,
while Chad Smith rounded out the
top five. Smith was also the
evening's quick qualifier. 
T.E.D. TRANSIT BANDITS & BAN-
DIT FIGURE 8

The finish of the 20 lap Bandit
feature was enough to put that race
in the conversation for 'Race of the
Year,' with four drivers trading
barbs for the lead over the course
of the final five laps. When the dust
settled, Ben Rucker made the right
moves and stayed ahead of what
became a three-wide race for sec-
ond place. Rucker was able to hit
the finish line first after a late-race
attempt by Kelsey Dobbs to steal
the win. The conquest marked a
first ever Bandit feature race win for

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Rucker.
Dobbs, the reign-

ing Bandit champion
and current point
leader, settled for sec-
ond place while early-
race leader Mark
Bielefeldt finished third
while barely outdis-
tancing Bart Brock-
mann for the position.
Brockmann, the
evening's fast qualifier,
came home in fourth
place. Steve Putman
Jr rounded out the top
five. 

In the Bandit Figure 8, Charlie
Schork outran the competition to
claim his first ever Rockford Speed-
way win. 'Chargin Charlie' Frisch
was second while Rucker finished
third. 
AMERICAN SUPER CUP SERIES

11 year old Payton Glodowski
passed Mick Ellis for the lead near
the midway point of the 20 lap fea-
ture for the American Super Cup
Series and coasted to his first ever
Super Cup Series victory. The
Oostburg Wisconsin driver took the
checkered flag by nearly a straight-
away ahead of Ellis, while Cayden
Fretwell held off David Cerer for
third position. Greg Davis rounded
out the top five. 
NORTHERN OUTLAW VINTAGE
SERIES

Pat "Hacksaw" Heaney claimed
victory in the 15 lap race for the
Vintage racers. Heaney led flag to
flag and held off the advances of
Franc Beldowski over the final two
laps to collect the win. Gene Pen-
nington finished third, with Joe Dar-
nell fourth and Steve Rubeck fifth.

Dominion Raceway
THORNBURG, VA – Cole Bruce

got his redemption at Dominion
Raceway on Saturday night, mak-
ing a late race pass on the outside
to score the win in the Dominion
Racer class.

The victory, officially Bruceʼs first
win, came a week and a half after
his previous win was disallowed.
The previous win being taken away
was a setback for the 14-year-old
from Fredericksburg, Virginia, but
he came to Dominion knowing he
would have to overcome adversity.

“It was tough mentally, fighting
back,” Bruce said.  “I was talking to
our crew guys, knowing weʼll have
to come back faster and stronger
and just overcome it.  It got me re-
ally fired up, got the blood pressure
up and made me want to win it
even more.”

A restart in the final 20 laps of
the 35 lap race set Bruce up on the
outside lane.  Being able to run on
the outside lane has been a point
of emphasis for Cole Bruce and his
team.  Bruce was able to take the
lead away from Reid Murphy and
drove away from the field for the
win.

“Luckily a caution came out with
20 to go,” Bruce remarked.  “After
that, After Hours Fabrication gave
us a great car to run on the outside
for the pass.  Just led the race from
there on out.”

For Bruce, the victory was both
redeeming and vindicating.

“It feels great to get the win,”
Bruce explained.  “Weʼre relaxed
now.  We got the monkey off our
back and got the win.  Iʼm excited
about it and Iʼm feeling confident.  I
think we can go win more races
now.  Really proud of our crew
chief, Dakota Ward, this entire CBR
racing team and glad to represent
Papa Johns, Matco Tools by Mark
Breeden, Shepherdʼs Heating & Air,
Dinah Marie Photography and
Mullins Racing in victory lane.”

Cole Bruceʼs next race will be in
the Dominion Racer class at Do-
minion Raceway on Saturday, July
21st. 

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC - Travis

Miller dominated in the U-CAR por-
tion of the Solid Rock Carriers Fire-
cracker Clash at Carteret County
Speedway on Wednesday night to
score the victory while James
Horner, Lee Ottaway and Jonathan
Kornegay also scored wins. 

Travis Miller, who hails from
Jacksonville, won in his respective
heat race and started on the pole.
In the early laps, he began his
dominant performance while Adam
Resnick, Robert Arch and Steve
Sullivan battled for second.
Resnick would eventually take the
runner-up spot but would not be
able to reel in Miller.

“The good lord has blessed me
with the fastest, best handling car
Iʼve ever had at this racetrack,”
Miller said.  “I donʼt know if it was
track conditions or what.  Unbeliev-
able.  I felt like I had more speed in
my car.  That was an awesome
run.  I want to thank the fans who
showed up.  We put on a show.
You could be watching fireworks
but youʼre die-hard race fans and
weʼre going to dedicate this to you.
And my wife, our anniversary is
Saturday night so I want to dedi-
cate this to her.  Bringing home
$1,000 home is going to ease the
pain when we come back Saturday
night.”

Miller leads in the Mini-Stock di-
vision standings and said this could
be his last U-CAR race of the sea-
son.

“Weʼve been mixing it up,
switching back and forth,” Miller re-
marked.  “The next time you see it,
it is going to be a Mini Stock.  Iʼve
been keeping it in U-CAR setup for
this $1,000 race.  Iʼve been racing
18 years.  You donʼt get that kind of
purses for this beginner division so
kudos to Bobby Watson.”

With his second place finish,
Resnick was able to extend his
points lead.

Jesse Council crossed the line
first in the Street Stock race but the
win would go to Swansboroʼs
James Horner after technical in-
spection.  

On track, Horner led several
laps before Council got around him
and ended up battling Ricky Lock-
lair, Jr. for what would eventually be
the race for the win.  In turn one,
both drivers got together and fell to
the rear, but both we able to race
their way back to the front.

“It seems like no matter what
happens, thereʼs always someone
mad,” Horner said after the race.
“Apparently I drive like an idiot but
oh well.  I mean, if thatʼs what they
want to say, thatʼs fine.  I donʼt
care.  We can do it all year.”

Horner was referring to com-
ments made by Ricky Locklair, Jr.,
who said the incident in turn one
was triggered by a defensive block
from Horner.

“We were junk the first part of
the race,” Locklair stated.  “We
came down and worked on it and I
got a whole lot better.  I donʼt know.
You just come down here and race
with an idiot every weekend.  He
chopped me off last week.  Same

thing again this week.  Weʼll be
back next time.”

Greg Barnette finished third in
the feature.

Not straying at all from the norm,
the Champ Kart feature was a
thrilling duel which came down to
the last lap.  Holly Ridge driver Lee
Ottaway spent much of the race
battling for the win with BJ Thomp-
son and Matt Bell.  The three driv-
ers swapped positions often,
though Ottaway would be tough to
pass.  In the end, it was Ottaway
scoring the victory.

“It felt like a good one to me,” Ot-
taway said in victory lane.  “Those
boys were beating my bumper off
about the whole race.  The compe-
titionʼs coming to me.  I feel pretty
good.  Way to go fellows.”

Thompson finished in second
while Bell came in third.

Jonathan Kornegay, who is the
reining champion in the Charger di-
vision at Southern National Motor-
sports Park, scored the victory in
the Charger feature over Michael
OʼBrien and Jonny Szeuczuk.

“Itʼs a shame nobody else
showed up,” Kornegay said after
the race, addressing the car count.
“Everyone missed out because this
was one nice place.  I was glad we
were able to get some laps turned
around here.  Itʼs a shame nobody

else showed up but weʼll take them
any way we can get them.  We
might decide to just come on out
here Saturday and give it a real
run.”

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” Carteret County Speedway
on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.
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Travis Miller celebrates the 4th of July by going to Carteret County
Speedwayʼs victory lane after winning the U-CAR portion of the
Firecrac ker Clash. (CARTERET COUNTY SPEEDWAY photo)


