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Is 2016 Carl Edwards Year?
Win at Texas Motor Speedway

Makes It Possible



There was convic-
tion in Carl Edwardsʼ
words when he as-
sured car owner Joe
Gibbs he would go to
the Texas Motor
Speedway and win the
race.

More important,
there was redemption
in his words when he
delivered on his
promise.

One of the
benefits of the Chase for the
Championship is the rare
opportunity for a second
chance. Edwards crashed
and finished 36th a week
earlier at the Martinsville
Speedway, only to come
back Sunday night and win
a spot in the Final Four by staying
ahead of hard-charging Joey
Logano and an approaching storm.

One week Edwards was ranked
last among the Elite Eight drivers in
the playoffs. The next heʼs one of
two whoʼve clinched their spots in
the championship finale Nov. 20 at
the Homestead-Miami Speedway.

“This was a great little gauntlet
to run and we made it through and
now we go do it at Homestead,”
Edwards said. “It doesnʼt get bigger
than this.”

Given the unusual chance for
reclamation, Edwardsʼ race team
was going to make the most of their
do-over.

“When I walked up to Carl [at
Martinsville], he said, ʻNo problem,
we're going to go win Texas.ʼ
Everyone on the team stepped up
all week long,” crew chief Dave
Rogers said. “Everyone worked ex-
tremely hard, put everything we
had into this race to come out and
perform well.”

When it counted most, Edwardsʼ
team knocked out an 11-second pit
stop that sent their driver to the
front of the field. From there, Ed-
wards led 36 laps until the race was
called 36 laps short of the sched-
uled finish for another shower.

Edwards, whoʼs rarely at ease,
was confident throughout.

“When we made it to this round,
I was very certain, I felt very confi-
dent,” Edwards said. “We talked
about it. We felt like we could win
at Martinsville. We could win Texas.
We could win Phoenix.

“I know when the trouble hap-
pened at Martinsville, a lot of peo-
ple probably thought, ʻThat's it for

them.ʼ But we really did have a lot
of confidence. 

“That's easy to say now because
we won the race, but it's the truth,
we really did.”

The top-four drivers leaving Mar-
tinsville were Johnson, Denny
Hamlin, Matt Kenseth and Kyle
Busch.

Kenseth and Hamlin now find
themselves below the cutline with

one race remaining in
the third round. Like their
JGR teammate, both are
confident they will win
next Sunday at the
Phoenix International
Raceway to get a free
pass to the final race.

“I look to go back
there and have another
great run and go out

there and try to win,” Hamlin said.
“Thatʼs what weʼre going to do. We
saw the 19 [Edwards] win right
there with a great run today and got
in.”

Nobody has received more sec-
ond chances in the Chase than
Kevin Harvick. He won at Phoenix
a year ago to advance to the cham-
pionship race, and he won at the
Kansas Speedway this year to
move to the third round. Both races
essentially were must-win situa-
tions.

Since heʼs sixth in playoff stand-
ings, heʼs in a familiar situation.

“We have done it I donʼt know
how many times…so we will just go
there and do what we always do
and race as hard as we can,” he
said.

It also helps that Harvick has
won six of the last eight races at
Phoenix.

While he doesnʼt face any pres-
sure to win this week at Phoenix,
Edwards knows everything will
ramp up at Homestead.

“This is the part that I love,” Ed-
wards said. “I mean, next week, we
want to go win the race. Really
starting right now, in Victory Lane,
Dave was actually trying to shut me
up. I started talking about Home-
stead already.

“Everything we do now will be
geared to making sure that that
Homestead weekend, we do it per-
fectly. So, yeah, I relish the oppor-
tunity to go focus for the next 14
days on trying to give a champi-
onship effort.”

But unlike the other nine races in
the playoffs, nobody will get a sec-
ond chance at Homestead.
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Carl Edwards Delivers
on Promise to Win

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:

Fast Forum 2 OnTrack 9-10
NASCAR Sprint Cup 3 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt 11
NASCAR XFINITY 4 ASCS 12-13
NASCAR CWTS 5 Midwest Sprint Cars 13
P.A.S.S. 7-8 ShorTrack 14-5
OffTrack 8

ON THE COVER:
NIGEL KINRADE/NKP

Cowboy Carl (Edwards) is all smiles in Texas Motor Speedwayʼs
victory lane Sunday night after winning the AAA Texas 500, secur-
ing a place in the final Chase round going to Homestead. (Nigel
Kinrade/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
FORT WORTH,

TX - Back from the
dead.

With a Lazarus act
that was delayed and
then shortened by

rain, Carl Edwards revived his
moribund championship hopes the
only way he could—with a victory in
Sundayʼs AAA Texas 500 at Texas
Motor Speedway.

Last in the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup standings
after a hard crash and a 36th-place
finish last week at Martinsville, Ed-
wards took the lead under caution
on Lap 257 when his crew dashed
off an 11-second pit stop.

Edwards beat Martin Truex Jr.
out of the pits, and that proved the
difference, as the No. 19 Joe Gibbs
racing Toyota held the top spot the
rest of the way until a rain shower
halted the proceedings after 293 of
a planned 334 laps.

Winning for the third time this
season, the fourth time at the 1.5-
mile track and the 28th time in his
career, Edwards joined Martinsville
winner Jimmie Johnson in the

Championship 4 season finale on
Nov. 20 at Homestead-Miami
Speedway, knowing heʼll have a
chance to compete for the series
title that eluded him on a tiebreaker
in 2011.

"I enjoyed it," said Edwards, who
finished second in each of the last
three races in 2011 but lost the
championship to Tony Stewart, who
won two of them, including the sea-
son finale. "The pressure was really
mounting, and obviously, this is
what we had to do. (Crew chief)
Dave (Rogers) and the guys—they
got me off pit road first, and thatʼs
what won it for us. ...

"Weʼve got a shot at the champi-
onship. Thatʼs all we wanted this
year, and I canʼt wait to go to
Homestead. Itʼs going to be a
blast."

Joey Logano, who led a race-
high 178 laps before losing the top
spot while pitting on Lap 188 dur-
ing a cycle of green-flag stops, was
second when the race was called.
Truex finished third, followed by
Chase Elliott, Kyle Busch, Kevin
Harvick and Matt Kenseth.

"We had a good AAA Fusion that

was capable of winning the race,"
Logano said. "We just lost our track
position on a green-flag cycle and
got our balance off a little bit. We
got it fixed and got it going and had
a good restart at the end to get
back to second but it seemed like
we needed maybe five or 10 more
laps to try to catch the 19 there.

"We were making up about
three-tenths (of a second) a lap
when the caution came out. It is
what it is. Weʼre disappointed with
second which is a good thing. I
think weʼre in (the top four in the
Chase) right now, but it sure would
have been nice to be locked in. It
sure would make it easier next
week."

Easy it will not be. Yes, Logano
is third in the Chase standings, but
by the slimmest of margins. Heʼs
even with Kyle Busch on points but
currently holds the tiebreaker on
the basis of the runner-up finish at
Texas. And Kenseth and ninth-
place finisher Denny Hamlin are a
dangerous one and two points be-
hind Logano, respectively.

Harvick likely needs a victory
next Sunday at Phoenix to advance
to the Championship 4 for the third
straight year. The 2014 champion
fought a tight handling condition for
most of the race, and on Lap 262
he tangled with polesitter Austin
Dillon as the two were racing hard
through Turn 4.

Dillon slid up in front of Harvick,
and contact between the two
Chevrolets sent Dillon hard into the
outside wall, ending his race. Har-
vick asserted on his radio that the
bump was unintentional. Dillon dis-
agreed.

"He is tucked down to my door
tighter than anybody did all night,"

Dillon said. "He knew how tight he
was on my door, and thatʼs why I
got tight and slid up in front of him.
He didnʼt check (up), but he had the
opportunity to.

"So weʼll be all right. We have
two weeks left, and we just want to
come out and win a race."

Harvick trails Logano and Kyle
Busch by 18 points entering the
final race of the Chaseʼs Round of
8.

A driver with an affinity for win-
ning races when his title chances
are on the line, Harvick has eight
victories at Phoenix, a number that
includes five of the last six races.

Stewart-Haas teammate Kurt
Busch likewise is in a near must-
win position. Busch finished 20th
on Sunday and enters the Phoenix
race eighth in the Chase standings,
34 points behind his brother.

NOTES: The start of the race was
delayed approximately six hours
because of rain and track-drying. ...
Tony Stewart ran 31st, five laps
down, in his final Sprint Cup ap-
pearance at Texas. ... There were
eight cautions for 37 laps and 12
lead changes among eight drivers.
... Jimmie Johnson, who earned his
spot in the Championship 4 with his
Martinsville victory, came home
11th on Sunday, breaking a streak
of four straight wins in Chase races
at Texas. ... Kyle Buschʼs recovery
to finish fifth was almost as impres-
sive as Edwardsʼ victory. Busch
started 24th in a backup car and
ran over a piece of brake duct on
the backstretch, punching a hole in
the right front of his No. 18 Toyota.
After his crew patched the hole,
Busch salvaged a top-five with hard
racing and astute strategy on the
part of crew chief Adam Stevens.
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Resurrects Title

Chances with Win
in Rain-Shortened

Texas Race

Carl Edwardʼs pit crew worked their magic and got Edwards out of
the pits in 11-seconds to put him first out of the pits and give him
the lead after a late-race caution, (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)

Going into the AAA Texas 500, Carl Edwards was last in the Chase
standings, with his win, he now qualifies for the final Chase in
Homestead, (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
FORT WORTH,

TX - Grabbing the lead
after a restart on Lap
171 of 200, Kyle Lar-
son moved to the top
of the track just in time
to hold off polesitter

Brad Keselowski for the victory in
Saturdayʼs OʼReilly Auto Parts
Challenge at Texas Motor Speed-
way.

In a race that saw Joe Gibbs
Racing drivers Erik Jones and
Daniel Suarez open some breath-
ing room in the inaugural NASCAR
XFINITY Series Chase with re-
spective fourth- and fifth-place fin-
ishes, Larson got a push from
sixth-place finisher Elliott Sadler on
the decisive restart and kept Ke-
selowski behind him for the final 30
laps.

Despite brushing the outside
wall in Turn 1 with eight laps left,
Larsonʼs No. 42 Chip Ganassi Rac-
ing Chevrolet got to the finish line
.385 seconds ahead of Ke-
selowskiʼs No. 22 Team Penske
Ford, as the winner worked traffic
over the closing five laps.

"I love seeing Elliott Sadler be-

hind me on the restarts," said Lar-
son, who won for the first time at
Texas, the second time this season
and the fifth time in his career.
"Heʼs really good at taking off and
pushing. He helped me win Pocono
earlier this year, and he helped me
win this one.

"I was just really tight on the
short runs in traffic there, but once
I got to clean air, I was like, ʻOh,
man, Iʼm loose,ʼ and I got nervous
and got to the top just in time to get
rolling. I actually got loose over the
bumps and hit the wall in (Turn) 1.
But I had a big enough gap when I
hit the wall that he wasnʼt able to
get to me."

In fact, the brush with the wall
helped to tighten the handling con-
dition of Larsonʼs car and made it
easier to drive.

Seeking his first XFINITY Series
victory of the season, Keselowski
led 145 laps and was delighted with
the speed in his car. But that emo-
tion was tempered by the disap-
pointment of losing a race with
perhaps the fastest car.

"Whatever car got out in front,
with the way the aerodynamics are,
was going to control the pace," Ke-

selowski said. "Itʼs so hard to pass
because the aero is so important
and the cars are so equal that way.

"I thought maybe we were just a
touch faster, but without the track
position, you lose too much grip be-
hind the guy to do anything."

NASCAR Sprint Cup regular
Kevin Harvick finished third, more
than five seconds behind the two
frontrunners.

Suarez took over the Chase
lead by one point over Sadler and
17 clear of fifth-place Justin All-
gaier, with a cut to the top four driv-
ers looming next Saturday at
Phoenix. Jones gained two posi-
tions to third place, seven points
ahead of Allgaier.

One point separates fourth-
place Blake Koch (14th Saturday)
from Allgaier, who came home 10th
at the 1.5-mile track.

"It was one of the first good
points days weʼve had in this
Chase," Jones said. "It was a good,
solid day—what we needed to do.
We want to go, obviously, and try to
win these races, but we just didnʼt
have the car to do it today."

Ryan Reed, Darrell Wallace Jr.,
and Brendan Gaughan are sixth,
seventh and eighth, respectively, in
the Chase standings. Reed trails
Koch by five points entering the
Phoenix race, with Wallace behind
by 20 and Gaughan 23 back of the
current cut line.
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s Larson Holds Off
Keselowski for

NASCAR XFINITY
Series Win at Texas

Little Owen Larson knows that his daddy is #1 after winning the
OʼReilly Ayto Parts Challenge at Texas Motor Speedway Saturday
night. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)

Race winner Kyle Larson leads the pack at Texas Motor Speedway and ends up in victory lane celebrating his second race in the 2016
season. (Car shot - John Harrellson/NKP; Victory lane - Matt Thacker/NKP photos)



By REID SPENCER
FORT WORTH,

TX - You might say
Johnny Sauter is on a
roll.

Then again, that
might be an under-
statement.

Passing Matt
Crafton near the
start/finish line with
two laps left in Friday

nightʼs Striping Technology 350
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race at Texas Motor Speed-
way, Sauter pulled away to win his
second straight race in the inaugu-
ral NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Chase.

In the process, he deprived
Crafton of a chance to clinch a spot
in the Championship 4 finale, set
for Nov. 18 at Homestead-Miami
Speedway. Crafton won a drag
race to the stripe against Daniel
Hemric to secure the runner-up
spot, .836 seconds behind Sauter.

"This is amazing," said Sauter,
who started 16th in his No. 21
Chevrolet and won for the third
time this season, the third time at
Texas (having swept the 2012
races) and the 13th time in his ca-
reer. "Matt was content to keep run-
ning the bottom, and I made a
couple of runs on that restart (on
Lap 130 of 147, after the third and
final caution).

"They got me great track posi-
tion on the pit stop, and I just kept
bottoming the splitter out on the
short run, and I could just not fire
off. ... Matt just kept running the
bottom, and I was like, ʻIʼm going to

the top.ʼ And I was pretty success-
ful on the top down in (Turns) 3 and
4 all night long—just big momen-
tum."

About the only low point of
Sauterʼs night was his post-race
burnout—but that was by design.

"Iʼve got to apologize to the fans
for the burnout," Sauter said. "I
know it was lame, but Iʼve got to
have this truck for Homestead."

Crafton, a two-time series cham-
pion, overcame a scrape against
the outside wall and a suspect bat-
tery to run second.

"We were just off all night,"
Crafton said. "I got drove into the
fence off Turn 2, and the right-rear
tail is moved over quite a bit and we
got really free up off the corner. I
was trying to manage, and with
about four (laps) to go I just got re-
ally free and I was like, ʻOh, boy.ʼ

"I was hoping that Johnny and
the 19 (Hemric) raced each other a
lot longer than they did."

Polesitter Spencer Gallagher,
Sauterʼs teammate at GMS Racing,
led a race-high 88 laps but lost six
positions on pit road before the final
restart, thanks to a slow tire change
on the right rear of his No. 23
Chevrolet.

Chase drivers Ben Kennedy and
Timothy Peters finished 13th and
14th, respectively, and are currently
below the Chase cut line. Peters is
fifth in the standings, one point be-
hind Crafton in fourth. Kennedy is
sixth, 13 points behind Crafton
heading to Phoenix, where the
Chase field will be cut from six driv-
ers to the final four next Friday.

Sauter is the only driver guaran-

teed to race for the championship
at Homestead. William Byron, who
leads the series with six victories,
finished sixth on Friday and held
second place in the Chase stand-
ings.

Christopher Bell came home
11th after late contact with the Toy-
ota of Cameron Hayley and is third
in points, but the gap between the

second- and fifth-place Chase driv-
ers is a mere five points.

The only three cautions of the
night resulted from the expiration of
the caution clock, which runs in 20-
minute increments from the drop of
a green flag. 

The previous high number for
caution clocks in a single race was
two.
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Late Pass Gives
Johnny Sauter Victory
in Texas Truck Race

Race winner Johnny Sauter (21) battles against Matt Crafton (88)
for position for the lead. (Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images photo)

Johnny Sauter dons the traditional cowboy hat in Texas Motor
Speedwayʼs victory lane Friday night after winnibg the Striping
Technology 350. (Ronda Greer photo)
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MIDLAND, NC -
Dalton Sargeant held
off Preston Peltier in a
near photo finish to
claim his first career
Pro All Stars Series
(PASS) South Super
Late Model win Satur-
day afternoon in the
Mason-Dixon Melt-
down as part of the
North-South Shootout
at Concord Speed-

way.  Maineʼs Ben Rowe also cele-
brated his fourth career PASS
National Championship, while Matt
Craig edged out Kodie Conner for
the PASS South Super Late Model
title.

“First off, I really want to thank
Preston [Peltier] for driving me as
clean as he did, I really respect
that,” said Sargeant in victory lane.
“I think we had a little bit better

drive off the corner than he did, but
itʼs just amazing to get this win as
part of the PASS North-South
Shootout.  Iʼve got to thank my
guys for all the hard work theyʼve
put in all year long.”  

In qualifying, Jared Irvan blis-
tered the half-mile triangle for his
fourth career PASS South quick
qualifying lap with a time of 15.822
seconds (113.766 MPH).  After the
top 10 qualifiers redraw, Irvan
would slot into the third starting po-
sition, while Clay Rogers and

Sargeant would move up to the
front row.  PASS South points
leader Kodie Conner would have
an uphill slog racing for the cham-
pionship as he would start 21st and
second place points driver Matt
Craig would start fifth.  For Ben
Rowe, he secured the PASS Na-
tional Championship by merely
starting the race.

Rogers led the field at the drop
of the green flag, but was quickly
overtaken by Irvan on lap five as
they raced through the dogleg.  The
big mover early on was the winner
at Concord in May, Ryan Moore.
After starting 12th, Moore moved
by Tate Fogleman for 10th on lap
15 and was making his way up to-
wards the leaders.

The first caution of the afternoon

waved on lap 34 for a solo spin by
Terry Horak in turn three.  Just two
laps later, Horak would again spin,
along with Ontarioʼs JP Josiasse, in
turn three.  Irvan continued to lead,
now over Sargeant, who moved by
Rogers for second.  The caution
would wave again on lap 50 for the

third time during the race as Wes
Burton spun down the frontstretch.

After struggling on several
restarts due to a broken shifter,
Peltier made his way up to third as
Sargeant began closing in on Irvan
for the lead.  The final caution of
the afternoon would wave with 45
laps to go when former Meltdown
winner Trevor Noles spun in turn
three.

On the restart, Sargeant got a
slightly better start than Irvan and
was able to use the advantage to
take the lead.  As Irvan continued
to struggle with the handling on his
Chevrolet, Peltier moved by to take
second and set his sights on
Sargeant for the lead with 30 laps
to go.  Both drivers masterfully
worked through slower traffic, but
Sargeant was able to maintain just
a one car length advantage over
Peltier.  

(Continued Next Page)
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Sargeant Claims Meltdown
At Concord; Rowe, Craig

Win PASS Titles

Dalton Sargeant celebrates his Mason-Dixon Meltdown win at Con-
cord Speedway, his first career PASS South Super Late Model vic-
tory. (LWPictures.com/PASS photo)

Matt Craig celebrates being crowned the PASS South Super Late
Model Champion for 2016. (LWPictures.com/PASS photo)



Continued…

Peltier made one
final run at Sargeant
on the last lap, but the
Boca Raton, FL driver
held the advantage at
the finish for his first
career PASS South
Super Late Model
win.  Irvan finished
third, with Moore in
fourth and Rogers in
fifth.  Rounding out the
top 10 were Craig,
Josh Berry, Christian
Eckes, Jake Crum,
and Trey Jarrell.

With his sixth
place finish, Craig was able to over-
take Conner to become the PASS
South Super Late Model titlist by
just 12 points.

“All week I just put in my mind
that it wasnʼt a big deal, but every
day I got more and more nervous
and this morning was pretty rough,”

said a relieved Craig afterward.  “A
lot of good guys have come
through this series and a lot of the
tracks are tough and prove yourself
as a racer and Iʼm very proud to be
the PASS South champion.”

For Rowe having only to start

the race, his championship run
might have been a bit anti-climac-
tic.  But for him and his team, a
chance to call himself the nationʼs
only true national champion is an
honor he truly relishes.

“You know we all start off the be-

ginning of the year with the goal to
be the PASS National Champion
and luckily we were able to do it
again this year,” said Rowe.  “We
really enjoy coming down to race
with the southern guys, but we
were just a little bit off today.  My
guys did a great job all year long
and weʼre looking forward to cele-
brating some more when we get
back to Maine.”

While the 2016 season is in the
books, next year is just around the
corner.  The first race for both the
PASS National Championship and
PASS South will be on Saturday,
February 4, 2017, with return of the
Winter Meltdown featuring the
South Carolina Clash at Dillon
Motor Speedway.

For the complete 2017 PASS
South schedule and more informa-
tion on any PASS division, please
go to ProAllStarsSeries.com, follow
us on Twitter at @PASSSLM14, or
“Like” the Pro All Stars Series on
Facebook.
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR and Chevro-
let today announced
the winners of the sec-
ond annual NASCAR
Chevrolet Diversity
Scholarship Contest
during a press confer-
ence at Texas Motor
Speedway.

Four undergradu-
ate students from

across the country were awarded a
total of $20,000 in scholarships and
treated to a VIP experience at
todayʼs NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race, the AAA Texas 500. 

The contest challenged students
to identify a technology or innova-
tion within NASCAR, then explain
how STEM professionals came to
its design in 90-second videos.
Video submissions were judged on
technical accuracy, creativity and
production quality. 

Rachael Frost, a mechanical en-
gineering student at James Madi-
son University, earned first place
and a $10,000 scholarship by ex-
plaining the physics of drafting in
her video submission.  

University of Houston student
Nicole Dequina won $5,000 for her
video on the innovations of Safer
Barrier walls. Florida A&M Univer-
sity student Michael Sanchez and
Brigham Young University student

Joy Kaseke took third and fourth
place, respectively, earning $2,500
scholarships each. 

"Together with Chevrolet, weʼre
proud to support great talent and
recognize these students with a
unique, behind-the-scenes
NASCAR experience," said Jim
Cassidy, NASCAR senior vice
president of racing operations. "We
received several impressive sub-

missions and weʼre thrilled to see
so many students interested in the
science and technology behind the
sport.”

Through this initiative, NASCAR
and Chevrolet continue their long-
standing commitment to Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math
(STEM) education and promoting
opportunities for college students
pursuing technology related ca-
reers.

“Thereʼs never been a more ex-
citing time to be in the STEM field,”
said Ken Barrett, chief diversity of-
ficer for General Motors. “At GM,
we know diversity is our strength,

and having diverse talent in the
STEM pipeline keeps both the au-
tomotive and racing industries on
the cutting edge of innovation.” 

Before taking in the AAA Texas
500, the students had the chance
to meet with Hendrick Motorsports
driver Chase Elliott and Richard
Childress Racing driver Ryan New-
man, who graduated from Purdue
University with an engineering de-
gree. The VIP experience also in-
cluded pace car rides, garage and
pit road tour, and a meet-and-greet
with Chevroletʼs NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Program Manager Alba
Colon.

4 Time PASS National Champion Ben Rowe is all smiles at Con-
cord Speedway after clinching the championship just by starting
the race. (LWPictures.com/PASS photo)
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NASCAR Chevrolet
Diversity Scholarship
Winners Announced

Chevrolet Diversity Scholarship winners during the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series AAA Texas 500 at
Texas Motor Speedway on November 6, 2016 in Fort Worth, Texas. (Jerry Markland/NASCAR via Getty
Images photo)



Homestead-Miami
Speedway

FORT MYERS, FL
- As the NASCAR
schedule comes down
to the wire for the final
Chase races of the
season, NASCAR
XFINITY Series
Chase contender Dar-
rell ʻBubbaʼ Wallace Jr.
and NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series
driver Daniel Hemric
toured Fort Myers on
Wednesday. Wallace
and Hemricʼs visit to
Floridaʼs west coast
came in advance of

Ford Championship Weekend,
which will be held November 18-20
at Homestead-Miami Speedway.

The tourʼs first stop was
Golisano Childrenʼs Hospital,
where the two drivers met and in-
teracted with pediatric patients. The
Ford drivers handed out NASCAR
Foundation teddy bears to the chil-
dren during their visits.

“It was really heart touching,”
said Wallace. “It was good to walk
in there and to see the kids smile
and to brighten up their day. There
is nothing like having the opportu-
nity of making a kid smile.” 

“When you have the opportunity
to have this kind of platform and to
touch kidsʼ lives that is what itʼs all
about,” said Hemric. “When you
have the ability to give back to
those that havenʼt been so fortu-
nate and to make them smile for
five minutes, it makes me feel
great.”

Following the visit to the hospi-
tal, the drivers then took a trip to
the Edison & Ford Winter Estates
where Wallace and Hemric toured
the estateʼs 15,000-square-foot
museum with a group of students
from the Automotive and Engineer-
ing Academy of South Fort Myers
High School. The visit concluded
with the two drivers holding a Q&A
session with the students just be-
fore driving around the estate in a
classic Ford Model A.

“I had the opportunity to drive a
1930 Model A and it was a really
cool experience,” said Hemric. “Itʼs
a reminder of how fortunate I am to
be in the situation that I am. I really
appreciate the Edison & Ford Win-
ter Estates for allowing us to come
do this. I had a lot of fun.”  

Wallace continues to make a
name for himself in the NASCAR
XFINITY Series, as he is currently
one of eight drivers who are still in
contention for a title in the XFINITY
Series. Wallace hopes to advance
to the next round and compete as

part of the Championship 4 at
Homestead-Miami Speedway dur-
ing the Ford EcoBoost 300 cham-
pionship race on Saturday,
November 19 (3:30 p.m., NBCSN,
SiriusXM).

“The most exciting thing about
Homestead-Miami Speedway is
running against the wall,” said Wal-
lace. “I love having that experience
and running against the edge. I
was able to win two years ago in
the Camping World Truck Series,
and hopefully we can have that
same success this year. Home-
stead-Miami Speedway is always a
lot of fun.”

Hemric, who is competing in his
second full-time season in the
NASCAR Camping World Truck se-
ries, was one of eight drivers who
qualified for the inaugural Camping
World Truck Series Chase this year
before being eliminated in the
Round of 6. Hemric has competed
in two Truck Series races at Home-

stead-Miami Speedway with his
best finish coming in the 2015 Ford
EcoBoost 200 where he finished
eighth. Hemric will once again com-
pete in this yearʼs Ford EcoBoost
200 race which is set for Friday,
November 18 (8:00 p.m., FS1, Sir-
iusXM).

Tickets for NASCARʼs 2016
Ford Championship Weekend,
which will be held November 18-20
at Homestead-Miami Speedway,
are available and can be pur-
chased by calling (866) 409-RACE
(7223) or visiting www.Homestead-
MiamiSpeedway.com.

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - NASCAR Sprint

Cup Series star and series-wins
leader at Phoenix Raceway Kevin
Harvick, driver of the No. 4 Busch
Beer Chevrolet, is scheduled to ap-
pear at the Budweiser ROLL-BAR
Club for a moderated question and
answer session before the Can-Am
500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race on Sunday, Nov. 13.

The Budweiser ROLL-BAR
Club, located on the west side of
the track behind the Bobby Allison
Grandstand, features the best in
live entertainment each day
throughout the entire Can-Am 500
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series week-
end at PIR, as well as appearances
by some of NASCARʼs top person-
alities.

In March, Harvick clinched the
closest win in the trackʼs 53-year
history by holding off Carl Edwards
by 0.010 of a second. Overall, Har-
vick is a 13-time winner in Phoenix,
with eight Sprint Cup Series wins, 

(Continued Next Page)
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Daniel Hemric and Bubba Wallace gifted a NASCAR Foundation
teddy bear to a pediatric patient at Golisano Childrenʼs Hospital.
(Homestead-Miami Speedway photo)
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four victories in the
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
and one race win in
the NASCAR XFINITY
Series. Harvickʼs eight
wins on the oval at
PIR are the most in
NASCARʼs elite series
at the facility. His 13
wins are most ever at
the track across all
competitions, trailing
only Ken Schrader,
who won 15 races
across four series at
PIR. He became the

first driver to sweep both Sprint
Cup Series races at Phoenix when
he did so in 2006, and a win this
November would give him his third
season sweep at  the track.

2013 NASCAR Hall of Fame in-
ductee Rusty Wallace will join Har-
vick on Sunday for an appearance
at ROLL-BAR. Before he begins
duties as host for MRN, the 1989
NASCAR Champion will participate
in a driver question and answer
session. Wallace earned a trip to
Victory Lane at PIR in the 1998
Dura Lube / Kmart 500, adding to
his two pole awards, seven top
fives and eight top 10s on the
Phoenix oval.

Also scheduled to appear at
ROLL-BAR on Sunday will be 2016
Chase contender Austin Dillon.
Driver of the American Ethanol
Chevrolet for Richard Childress
Racing, Dillon earned one pole
award, 13 top-10 finishes, and four
top fives this season en route to his
first appearance in the Chase play-
offs. He is in his fourth season rac-
ing full-time under his grandfather
Richard Childress driving the leg-
endary No. 3 car.

Coming off of a career-high fin-
ish at Talladega, Brian Scott will
also be highlighting the appear-
ance schedule on Sunday. In his
first full-time season in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series for
Richard Petty Motorsports, the
driver of the No. 44 Albertsons Ford
scored a runner-up finish, his first
top 10 and the best finish of his ca-
reer just last month. 

Fellow NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries star David Ragan will also be
making an appearance at ROLL-
BAR on Sunday ahead of the Can-
Am 500. Ragan will be making his
20th start at Phoenix as driver of
the No. 23 Dr. Pepper Toyota for
BK Racing. Also competing in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series part
time, Ragan sat on the pole at Day-
tona in July as a relief driver for Joe

Gibbs Racing. 
Headlining the ROLL-BAR ap-

pearances on Saturday, Nov. 12
will be two-time NASCAR XFINITY
Series winner and hometown fa-
vorite Daniel Suárez. The first Mex-
ican-born driver to win a NASCAR
national series race, Suárez is in
his second season as the driver of
the No. 19 ARRIS Toyota for Joe
Gibbs Racing. The 2014 NASCAR
Mexico Series Toyota 120 winner at
PIR, Suárez is heading into the
Ticket Galaxy 200 with his Chase
hopes alive and looking for one of
the four spots for a chance to win
the series championship. 

Also appearing at ROLL-BAR on
Saturday will be NASCAR XFINITY
Series driver of the No. 52 Donate
Life Chevrolet for Jimmy Means
Racing - Joey Gase. The inaugural
2015 Comcast Community Cham-
pion Award winner, Gase will be
driving the “Hands on Hope” proj-
ect car in the Ticket Galaxy 200
with hand prints and messages
from the Mayo Clinic doctors,
nurses, donor families and recipi-
ents.

Single-day tickets to the Bud-
weiser ROLL-BAR Club are avail-
able for $99 on Saturday, Nov. 12
and for $149 on Sunday, Nov. 13.
The additional purchase of a grand-
stand ticket is still required for track
admission.

Tickets to all events throughout
Can-Am 500 NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series weekend at Phoenix Inter-
national Raceway are available on-
line at PhoenixRaceway.com, by
phone at 1-866-408-RACE (7223)
or in person at the PIR ticket office.

*Schedule and talent subject to
change.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedwayʼs 2016 Road Course
Championships, will return to At-
lanta Motorsports Park in Daw-
sonville, Georgia Nov. 19 for Week
3 action after hosting its series fi-
nale there last September. The
venue, a fast, technical 1.14-mile
course, will add variety to the series
and offer drivers a rare opportunity
to sharpen their road course racing
skills on an unfamiliar layout.

Atlanta Motorsports Park is,
home to a variety of racing series,
karting experiences and several
driving schools, will open its doors
to officially sanctioned U.S. Leg-
ends and Bandolero car racing for
just the second time ever after de-
buting the AMS program at its facil-
ity last year.

On-track action will kick off with
practice sessions beginning at 9
a.m. before heat races roll off the

grid at 10:15 a.m. Feature races
will follow with the Rookie Ban-
doleros class, a combined Ban-
dits/Outlaws class, the combined
Young Lions/Semi-Pro class, the
combined Pro/Masters class and fi-
nally the Thunder Roadster class.

Pre-registration is available
through Nov. 17 at a cost of $40 per
driver and $20 for pit/crew passes.
Competitors can sign up at the
AMS Legends office or by contact-
ing AMS Legends director Ken
Ragan. Registrations after Nov. 17
will increase to $50 and $30 re-
spectively and late-entry drivers will
start in the rear of the field.

Atlanta Motor Speedway has
hosted U.S. Legends and Ban-
dolero racing for 19 consecutive
years since its inaugural season on
the quarter-mile Thunder Ring in
1998. Among its notable alumni,
current NASCAR drivers include
2015 Daytona 500 winner Joey
Logano, 2014 XFINITY Series
champion and current driver of the
No. 24 car in the Cup Series Chase
Elliott, David Ragan, Reed
Sorensen, Austin Dillon and
William Byron.

For more information or for driv-
ers interested in competing in the
road course series, contact AMS
Legends director Ken Ragan at
704-575-8542 or race director
Floyd Lee at 770-946-3953.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Darlington

Racewayʼs Speed & Feed BBQ
Cook-Off and Car Show on Nov.
11-12 is quickly approaching and
the fourth annual event is shaping
up to be a must attend for families
in the local community.

In addition to the Speed & Feed
offering quality barbeque and clas-
sic cars, great live music will also
be featured as The Recollections
Band will take the stage on Friday
night (Nov. 11) from 5:30 p.m. – 8
p.m.

The Recollections Band offers a
variety of classic beach and rhythm
& blues music that is sure to enter-
tain guests of all ages.

“Weʼre excited that The Recol-
lections Band will be performing at
our Speed & Feed event. They will
provide a fun, beach
music flair to our Fri-
day night activities
that should provide a
great backdrop to en-
tertain our guests that
are here for the
chicken wing cook-
off,” track President
Kerry Tharp said

The Speed & Feed
is FREE and open to

the public from 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. on
Friday, November 11 and 10 a.m. –
4 p.m. on Saturday, November 12.
Unlimited tastings will be available
for $5 per person per day while
supplies last.

The BBQ cook-off will again be
sanctioned by the South Carolina
BBQ Association, one of the pre-
mier BBQ organizations in the
country, and feature some of the
top cook teams in the region. The
teams will be vying to win the cov-
eted $2,500 first-place prize, while
also earning a spot in the World
Food Championships.

Additionally, the two day car
show will feature an open show of
cars and trucks on display for en-
thusiasts, along with a swap meet.
Participants will have the opportu-
nity to make a lap around the fa-
mous 1.366-mile raceway on
Friday night under the lights.

Pre-registration for the car show
is $25. Day of show registration will
be $30. A commemorative dash
plaque will be given to the first 500
car and truck registrations. Tro-
phies will be given to the top 50
cars and trucks, plus other special
awards.

Darlington Raceway is also of-
fering pace laps around the Lady in
Black for a donation of $10 per ride
or five non-perishable food items.
All proceeds will benefit the trackʼs
charitable arm Darlington Shares
and The Lord Cares food bank in
Darlington.

Businesses who are contributing
to the Speed & Feedʼs success are:
Crown Beverages, Florence Toy-
ota, OʼReilly Auto Parts, Raceway
Ford & Chevrolet, Raldex Hospital-
ity, South Carolina Pork Board,
Weaver Media, WMBF News
(NBC), iHeart Media and WEGX
Eagle 92.9 FM.

“We canʼt thank our partners
enough for their support,” Tharp
said. “These community events
would not be possible without their
generosity.”

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
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WAYCROSS, GA -
Scott Bloomquist
capped off a success-
ful season on Satur-
day night at
Portsmouth Raceway
Park, claiming his
third-career Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
National Champi-
onship. He finished a
record-breaking 880-
points ahead of
Jonathan Davenport
in the 2016 champi-

onship standings.
"It's been a great year - we set

out to win this championship this
year and we did it," said
Bloomquist. "This was the toughest
competition on the series there has
ever been. You never knew from
week to week who was going to be
on top. I look for a few others to join
us next year to make it even
tougher."

Bloomquist reached victory lane
on fifteen (15) different occasions
and finished in the top five in thirty-
one (31) Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series events in 2016. Piloting his
Crop Production Services, Mark
Martin Automotive, Reece Monu-
ment Company, Sweet-Bloomquist
Chassis - powered by a Durham
Racing Engine, Bloomquist will col-
lect over $75,000 in cash and other
prizes at the series year-end
awards banquet.

The 2016 National Champion at-
tributed his success to the help of
his sponsors. "I have to thank
Reece Monument Company, Crop
Production Services, Andy Durham
Racing Engines, Mark Martin Auto-
motive, Sobera Chiropractic and
Wellness, Horton Coal, Petroff
Towing, Lucas Oil Products,
Hoosier Tires, Allstar Performance,
Penske Shocks, and Base Racing
Fuels."

Jonathan Davenport finished
second, followed by Tim Mc-
Creadie, Brandon Sheppard, and
Don O'Neal rounding out the top
five in series standings. Sixth
through twelfth are: Dennis Erb Jr.,
Darrell Lanigan, Earl Pearson Jr.,
Jimmy Owens, Jared Landers
(AR), Steve Francis, and Colton
Flinner.

Flinner Dreams Big,
Claims 2016

Rookie of the Year 
WAYCROSS, GA - Colton

Flinner of Allison Park, PA, has

quickly established himself as a fu-
ture star in dirt late model racing.
Flinner clinched the 2016 Lucas Oil
Products Rookie of the Year - Pre-
sented by Hot Rod Processing.

"We have had a lot of ups and
downs this year, but we stuck with
it. I had a lot of fun and learned a
lot this season. It's been a dream
come true," said Flinner. "I am
grateful for all the advice from
everyone at Clint Bowyer Racing,
along with Dennis Erb Jr. and his
Crew Chief, Heather Lyne."

Flinner battled against the
toughest competition in the nation
each and every week, at new ven-
ues across the country and not only
claimed Rookie of the Year honors,
but was the Optima Batteries Hard
Charger of the Year.

The 2016 Rookie of the Year will
collect over $10,000 in cash and
other prizes at the series year-end
awards banquet. "I have to thank
my mom and dad for letting me live
my dream. It was just my dad and I
traveling from track to track all sea-
son long. I'd like to thank All-Amer-
ican Framers, A.W. Beattie Career
Center, Randig Towing, Stan's
Transmissions, DeVenny's Racing
Engines, and Rocket Chassis." 

Founded in 1989 by Forrest and
Charlotte Lucas, Lucas Oil Prod-
ucts, Inc. has established itself as
one of the fastest-growing lubrica-
tion product lines in the consumer
automotive aftermarket, featuring a
line of engine oils, greases, gear
lubes, problem-solving additives,

and car-care products.  Passion for
motorsports has inspired Lucas Oil
to sponsor many race teams,
events and series at all levels, in-
cluding, NHRA, IRL, ASCS,
NASCAR, IHRA and many more.
Lucas Oil has also taken owner-

ship and operational control of a
number of high profile racing prop-
erties, such as: Lucas Oil Off Road
Racing Series, Lucas Oil Drag Boat
Series, Lucas Oil Pro Pulling
League, Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series, Lucas Oil Modified Series,
Lucas Oil Speedway in Wheatland,
MO. and the Lucas Oil I-10 Speed-
way in Blythe, CA. More informa-
tion about Lucas Oil Products, Inc.
visit: www.lucasoil.com.

Davenport Earns
TV Race Challenge

Bonus 
WAYCROSS, GA - Jonathan

Davenport of Mount Airy, NC
clinched the 2016 Bad Boy Mowers
TV Race Challenge - Presented by

E3 Spark Plugs.
"It's been another great year

with the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series. I'd like to say thanks to Bad
Boy Mowers and E3 Spark Plugs
for their support of racing. The
added bonus of the TV Race Chal-
lenge is a great opportunity for a
driver to bank some extra cash,"
stated Davenport.

The TV Race Challenge
awarded points to drivers at the
twenty-one televised events, within
the series schedule. Davenport will
receive a $10,000 bonus at the
championship awards banquet.
Scott Bloomquist and Tim Mc-
Creadie, who finished second and
third in the TV Race Challenge
standings, will also receive cash
awards.

To learn more about Bad Boy
Mowers or locate a dealer near
you, visit their website at:
www.badboymowers.com.

To learn more about E3 Spark
Plugs, visit their website at:
www.e3sparkplugs.com.
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National Championship

Scott Bloomquist celebrates his third career Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series Championship. (LOLMDS photo)



SAPULPA, OK -
The finale of the John
Christner Trucking Fall
Fling powered by
Pizza Express with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network
was a show to behold
as John Carney II held
off a barrage of slide
jobs from Sam Hafer-

tepe, Jr. to pick up his second ca-
reer National Tour Victory.

"Man, I don't even know what to
say right now. That was pretty
spectacular from where I was sit-
ting. He gave me a little room, I
gave him a little room, and that's
what racing is all about in order to
put on a good show for these fans.
They're what this is all about," said
Carney who, along with the $4,000
winner's purse, also pocketed an
extra $1,980 in bonus lap money.

Greeted in Victory Lane by Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. with a congratulatory
handshake, Hafertepe commented,
"How about this guy? That's a hell
of a racer to run the top like he did
for 40 laps and barely ever falter.
He was wearing me out man, and I
wasn't going to do him dirty. He did
a hell of a job and he earned this
one for sure."

Win No. 13 on the season for
Carney, the El Paso, Texas native
began the 40 lap feature event
from the pole with a straightaway
long wheel-stand into the lead.

Caution working Lap two, Car-
ney was under pressure from
Wayne Johnson and Seth
Bergman, but was able to keep the
pair at bay with the runner-up spot
eventually taken over by Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. who utilized a Lap 5
restart.

Pulling the Top Wing into the
trunk, Hafertepe kept his Keith
Dobbs Motorsports No. 15h pinned
to the low line while Carney railed
the cushion at both ends of the
Creek County Speedway. Patiently
pursuing the Lubbock Wrecker
Service No. 11x, the door swung
wide open for Hafertepe working
lap 15 as Carney was all but
stopped behind a slower car, but
the caution would negate the pass.

Challenging again on the restart,
Carney retained the lead. Slowed
on Lap 20, it didn't take long to find
traffic once the race resumed.
Hooking the left front on the berm,

Hafertepe pulled nearly even for
the lead several times, but to no
avail.

Yellow for the final time with 31
laps complete, the gloves were off
as Hafertepe dove for the lead on
the restart. Finally taking the top
spot on Lap 33 off the fourth turn,
Carney returned the slide in kind to
retake the point on Lap 34.

Slide for slide, the pair used
every inch of real estate they could
find with Carney able to beat the
No. 15h back to the flag stand.
Switching lines to the bottom
through the first and second turns
in order to scrub off Hafertepe's
momentum, Carney finally got
some breathing room in the closing
few laps as the margin of victory
was 1.109 seconds.

Having worked the second in the
early laps, Washington's Seth
Bergman bounced around the top-
five most of the race before landing
in third for the second night in a
row.

"I was just trying to find every
piece of real estate I could find out
there. I had an awesome hot rod.
My guys worked their butts off all
weekend and gave me a car we
could really compete with. We've
been out for a month so to come
back and get two podiums is a
great result."

Running in the top three at the
final restart, and about to pressure
both Hafertepe and Carney, the
City Vending No. 2c of Wayne
Johnson would slip to a fourth
place finish as the brakes began
fading in and out. Coming from
10th, New Mexico's Johnny Her-
rera claimed the fifth spot.

From taking a provisional the
night before, Kyle Bellm raced his
way into the show and ended his
night with a sixth place finish. Kyle
also picked up a brand new Light-
ning Wing after he destroyed his in
a crash on Friday night.

Advancing 12 positions after
having to race in through a B-Fea-
ture, Blake Hahn finished seventh
with Alex Sewell climbing eight
spots to finish eighth. Combined
with his passing on Friday night,
Sewell passed the most combined
cars on the weekend. This earned
the driver of the No. 8 a new
Shaver/Wesmar Gear Drive.

Terry Gray was ninth from 14th
with Zach Chappell completing the
top-ten.
A field of 42 drivers made the call

on Saturday night. Heat Races
were topped by Dustin Gates,
Thomas Kennedy, Jason McDou-
gal, Zach Chappell, and Johnny
Herrera. Qualifiers wen to Kyle
Bellm, Fred Mattox, and Sean Mc-
Clelland.

The night's B-Mains went to Matt
Covington and Mickey Walker. 

Provisionals were used by

Logan Forler and Brandon Hanks.
Serving as the finale of the 2016

season for the American Bank of
Oklahoma ASCS Red River Region
presented by Smiley's Racing
Products, Tennessee's Brandon
Hanks claimed his first ASCS sanc-
tioned championship.

With two nights remaining in the 
(Continued Next Page)
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Oil ASCS Thriller At Creek
County Speedway

John Carney II is all smiles in victory lane after his thrilling win at
Creek County Speedway, his second career National Tour Victory.
(Partrick Grant Photography/ ASCS photo)
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2016 Lucas Oil ASCS
National Tour lineup,
the series will make its
return of the Cocopah
Speedway in Somer-
ton, Ariz. on Friday,
November 11 and Sat-
urday, November 12.

For continued up-
dates on the Lucas Oil
ASCS presented by
the 
MAVTV Motorsports
Network, log onto
http://www.ascsrac-
ing.com.

Hafertepe Victorious
in Lucas Oil ASCS Fall

Fling Opener
SAPULPA, OK - Using a late

race caution to his advantage, Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. bounced his way
around the infield berm to pick up
his eighth victory of the season with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network, and first at
the Creek County Speedway in the
John Christner Trucking Fall Fling

powered by Pizza Express.
"It was tough conditions. They

re-worked the track there before
that Midget main, and however we
got by him, we got by him," said
Hafertepe of the late race pass.

"It is what it is. Everyone doesn't
see it the same way, but I don't
make the rules. I just race the car,
and we had a really good car
tonight. Ryan did a hell of a job and
we did the best we could do to
come out on top."

Working through Heats and
Qualifier to the fifth starting position
in the Hwy. 79 Collision No. 15h,
Hafertepe wasted no time advanc-
ing to a spot on the podium behind
Blake Hahn and Wayne Johnson.
Avoiding the spinning No. 52 while
the field worked the second round,
Sam leapt to the lead for a mo-
ment, but the caution would fly,
thus sending Hafertepe back to
second behind Wayne Johnson.

Chasing Johnson into slower
traffic, the City Vending No. 2c
make quick work of slower cars.
Putting as many as four between
himself and Hafertepe at one point,
the Texas shoe has his hands full
at both ends as Seth Bergman
made his return well known with

the pair exchanging the runner-up
spot on Lap 10, and again on Lap
12 amid traffic and an eventual
restart.

Giving chase to the No. 2c once
again, Wayne seemed to have the
field covered, but a caution on Lap
19 would be the difference as
Hafertepe bonsaied the berm
through turns one and two to take
over the lead from Wayne Johnson.
The pass, while unconventional,
was enough to secure Hafertepe
the win.

While displeased with the result,
Wayne Johnson crossed second
and locked into Saturday's Feature.

With time out of the seat due to
engine woes and the birth of his
daughter, Seth Bergman returned
to competition at the Creek County
Speedway with a new setup that
proved effective.

"That baby girl is probably the
biggest win I've ever had, and we
certainly can't hang our head about
a podium finish. It's been along
couple of months but to come out
here with a new chassis, and new
shock package on all four corners,
it was different but we adapted and
got a solid run out of it. Happy we
can lock it in."

Battling several times with Seth
for third, and then having to hold off
the charge of Herrera, the Lubbock
Wrecker No. 11x of John Carney II
rolled to the fourth and final transfer
into Saturday's A-Main. Johnny
Herrera, who was on a rebound of
sorts, from 10th held on to com-
plete the top-five.

Recovering from the spin, Blake
Hahn rolled across the line sixth
with Sean McClelland clawing from
16th to seventh. Jason McDougal
was eighth, followed by an impres-
sive run by Alex Sewell from 17th
to ninth. Logan Forler brought his
No. 2L to a 10th place showing.

A field of 41 was on hand for the
opening night of the John Christner
Trucking Fall Fling powered by
Pizza Express. Heat Races num-
bering five went to Thomas
Kennedy, Wayne Johnson, Johnny
Herrera, Sean McClelland, and
Logan Forler. Qualifiers were
topped by Brandon Hanks, Matt
Covington, and Jason McDougal.
B-Main wins went to Alex Sewell
and Chance Morton.

Kyle Bellm utilized a Provisional
start based on National Tour owner
points. A Regional provisional was
awarded to Kade Morton.
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
Drivers participating
with the Hoosier Tire
Midwest Sprint Car
Series Season are re-
ceiving or have re-
ceived awards to
finalize this season.
The week of October
24th thru 29th served
as the annual MSCS
Awards Week.

Post season
awards included send-
ing point fund checks

to the top 10 drivers that met the
60% participation requirement.
Beautiful rosewood plaques were
provided to drivers placing second
to fifth in points and to the MSCS
Hard Charger of the Year. Award
jackets from point fund sponsor
Hoosier Tire Midwest were pro-
vided for the Champions and
Rookie of the Year. And there were
various other contingency prizes.

Brady Short won his third MSCS
crown. Short was ever consistent in
finishing in the top 5 or top 10 in
every feature he competed in ex-
cept one. He also remains the All
Time Feature Wins leader in the
series with 21victories! A second
place feature finish at Montpelier

Speedway in late July propelled
him into the points lead and he pro-
tected that lead during the final four
events.

Brady Short received the driver
championship trophy following the
Harvest Cup in October at Tri-State
Speedway. Cam Pottorff was the
Championship Car Owner. The
Championʼs portion of the Hoosier
Tire sponsored MSCS Points Fund
was $2,500. The total of the point
fund that was paid out totaled over
$7,500.

Tyler Hewitt was awarded the
MSCS Rookie of the Year trophy
trackside prior to the last race. He-
witt also finished in second place in
overall series points. In addition to
the point fund check he received a
check for $750 as the Rookie of the
Year. As the top rookie Hewitt also
received a valuable certificate to-
wards the purchase of a racing uni-
form from Hinchman Indy Racing
Uniforms.

Brandon Morin finished third in
season points. The twenty-one
year old driver led the MSCS
standings two times during the sea-
son in only his second full season
to compete with MSCS. He was the
series Rookie of the Year in 2015!

Carson Short and Donny Brack-

ett rounded out the top five in
points.  The remainder of the top
ten drivers included Kyle Cummins,
rookie Jared Chastain, C.J. Leary,
Brandon Mattox, and Dakota Jack-
son. Jon Stanbrough and Chase
Stockon finished just outside of the
top ten as did rookie Jadon Rogers.

Kyle Cummins recorded the
most feature wins for the season
with three. Robert Ballou received
the plaque from MSCS for being
the 2016 Hard Charger of the Year.
This is the second season in a row
that the award went to Ballou.

Merchandise certificates from
AFCO totaling over $500 were
awarded to the top drivers from
those who signed up with MSCS
under their racing shocks program.
Awards went to Tyler Hewitt, Bran-
don Morin and C.J. Leary.

The gate prize that is presented
at the end of the season by Race-
Bumpers.Com was won by Donny
Brackett. He won a complete set of
bumpers and nerf bars. Brackettʼs
name was drawn from a pool of all
of the eligible drivers that partici-
pated in 60% or more of the MSCS
points paying events. The National
Sprint Car Hall of
Fame in Knoxville,
Iowa, also con-
tributed three mem-
bership packets for
the upcoming year.
They are provided for

the Champion, Points Runner-up,
and Rookie of the Year.

A hundred drivers participated in
MSCS races in 2016. They arrived
in an average of 27 cars per event.
The two highest car counts for the
season belonged to Tri-State
Speedway with 41 entries and Lin-
coln Park Speedway followed
closely with 38.

The Midwest Sprint Car Series
wishes to thank all the series spon-
sors, drivers, car owners, track pro-
moters, officials, journalists,
photographers, and the enthusias-
tic race fans for their involvement
and support in 2016.

Sponsors who provided awards
associated with the racing events
already held include Hooker Har-
ness, Keizer Aluminum Wheels,
Pyrotect Racing Cells, Race-
Bumpers.Com, Rod End Supply,
Saldana Racing Products, and
Wilwood Brakes.

This was the 16th season of rac-
ing for MSCS. Management will be
working with track promoters in the
weeks ahead to create a full and
challenging schedule of non-wing
sprint car races for 2017.
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LITTLE ROCK,
AR - Sammy Swindell
just keeps on winning.
And he did it to the tune
of more than $15,000
by topping Saturday
nightʼs 29th Annual
COMP Cams Short
Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tires
40-lap finale in front of
a packed house at I-30
Speedway.

With the triumph
aboard the Rains Motorsports No.
3s, the Germantown, TN, racer be-
came just the second driver in
event history to park it in victory
lane on four occasions, matching
Gary Wright in the win column.

This time around, Swindell
slipped by early leader Tim Shaffer
on the 14th circuit and then eased
away in the closing circuits to se-
cure his third STN victory of this
decade (2011 and 2013) atop the
¼-mile clay oval after earning his
first one in the infancy of the event
in 1990.

“It feels great to win here again,”
Swindell said in victory lane.  “I
canʼt thank these guys enough,
they work their butts off on this car.”

Gridding the feature field third,
Swindell worked past Packʼs Pole
Dash winner Tim Crawley in the
opening handful of laps as the ini-
tial six circuits were interrupted by
three minor cautions.

Getting an extended green flag
run in progress with a lap seven
restart, Swindell began moving in
to pressure Shaffer for the point on
the 12th round and then slipped un-
derneath to take command two
laps later.

Shaffer tried to battle back while
Jason Johnson entered the lead
mix on the high side.  Just as the
duo of Shaffer and Johnson ap-
peared poised to challenge at the
midway point, Swindell picked his
way through traffic to reestablish
some breathing room.

One final caution flew with a
dozen laps remaining after Terry
McCarl slid to a stop at the bottom
of turn one with race-ending front
end woes.  Improving as the race
progressed, Swindell gradually
raced away to pick up the win.
With lap money, Dash money and
preliminary winnings factored in,
Swindell banked $16,325 over the
course of the weekend.

Pennsylvaniaʼs Shaffer chased
all the way, settling for runner-up

honors in the DR Racing/Rudzik
Excavating No. 49x with Louisiana
native Johnson rounding out the
podium in the Priority Aviation No.
41.

The third past STN champion
among the top four along with
Swindell and Johnson, Tim Craw-
leyʼs fourth-place showing was his
best STN since a runner-up outing
in 2000.

Making his first STN champi-
onship feature start in comparison
to Crawleyʼs event-best 19 starts,
Memphisʼ Brian Bell rounded out
the top five.

One of five event rookies to
make Saturday nightʼs feature cut,
Pennsylvaniaʼs Mark Smith was the
top-finishing first-timer in sixth while
newly-crowned All Star champ
Chad Kemenah was seventh.

Derek Hagar posted his first
STN top-ten in eighth with event
rookies Trey Starks and Spencer
Bayston completing the top ten.
Washingtonʼs Starks rallied from
16th to ninth while Baystonʼs
charge from 18th in the Kevin
Swindell-owned No. 39 was good
enough for Hard Charger honors.

Sixty-four different drivers from
16 different states as well as
Canada competed in the 29th edi-
tion of the COMP Cams Short
Track Nationals presented by
Hoosier Tires as more than
$110,000 was doled out over the
course of the weekend.

Shaffer Shines in
Friday STN Prelim

LITTLE ROCK, AR - Tim Shaffer
snapped a victory drought dating
back more than a year by wiring the
field in Friday nightʼs 25-lap prelim-
inary feature at the 29th Annual
COMP Cams Short Track Nationals
presented by Hoosier Tires atop
the ¼-mile I-30 Speedway clay
oval.

“The Steel City Outlaw” gunned
into the lead at the outset and led
all the way in the non-stop affair
aboard the DR Racing/Rudzik Ex-
cavating No. 49x for his second ca-
reer STN preliminary feature win.

While the past Knoxville Nation-
als champion from Aliquippa, PA,
locked into his seventh career
Short Track Nationals finale, Brian
Bell and Terry McCarl both picked
up starting berths in Saturday
nightʼs $15,000-to-win finale as well
by virtue of finishing second and
third, respectively.  It will be Bellʼs
first STN finale while McCarl is now

two-for-two in making the cut at the
event.

The trio joined Thursdayʼs top
three finishers of Sammy Swindell,
Tim Crawley and Jason Johnson
as the half dozen drivers among
the 64-car field locked into Satur-
dayʼs finale.  The remaining 58 will
battle it out for the remaining 14
starting positions in the $2,000-to-
start finale.

While McCarl led the field to the
green flag in Fridayʼs main event,
Shaffer pounced into the early lead
at the drop of the green flag with
fifth-starter Bell needing just two
laps to move the FSR Racing Prod-
ucts No. 23 into second.

Shaffer reached traffic within
nine laps and spent the remainder
of the race negotiating lapped cars
as Memphisʼ Bell tried to chase him
down.

Bell closed in on several occa-
sions, only to have Shaffer deny his
advances as he raced to his first
win since an All Star Circuit of
Champions triumph at Ohioʼs Fre-
mont Speedway on September 18
of 2015.

Runner-up honors were suffi-
cient for Bell, as he held off a last-
lap advance from Altoona, Iowaʼs
McCarl in the Country Builders No.
24.

Bouncing back from a Thursday
night flip in similar fashion to Bell,
two-time STN champion Tony
Bruce, Jr., raced to a fourth-place
finish with Derek Hagar picking up
four positions in the early going to
round out the top five.

Shane Stewart was sixth with
Pennsylvaniaʼs Mark Smith, local
shoe Zach Pringle, Ohioʼs Chad
Kemenah and Indianaʼs Parker
Price-Miller completing the top ten.

Jonathan Cornell, Aaron
Reutzel, McCarl, A.G. Rains,

Bruce, Jr., Claud Estes, Sheldon
Haudenschild and Zach Pringle
captured heat race wins among Fri-
dayʼs field of 59 with Stewart, Mar-
shall Skinner, Shaffer and Parker
Price-Miller winning the qualifiers.

Jordan Thomas and Tommy
Snellgrove scored “C” Main wins
with Jason Sides and Trey Starks
winning the “B” Mains.

Sammy Survives to Win
Epic STN Opener

LITTLE ROCK, AR - The open-
ing night of the 29th Annual COMP
Cams Short Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tires came
down to the last lap with Sammy
Swindell withstanding a late bid
from Jason Johnson to win Thurs-
day nightʼs 25-lap preliminary fea-
ture atop the ¼-mile I-30
Speedway clay oval.

While Johnson looped it in turns
one and two as he made a run at
Swindell on the final circuit, he
made the save to salvage a third-
place finish behind Swindell and
early leader Tim Crawley, thus lock-
ing three past event champions into
Saturday nightʼs $15,000-to-win,
$2,000-to-start finale.

“I never really heard anything, I
didnʼt know that anybody was
there,” Swindell said in victory lane
after successfully kicking off a bid
for a fourth STN crown.

Piloting a second A.G. Rains
entry, Swindell spent the early por-
tion of the race chasing pole starter
Crawley.

Sammy Swindell was able to
capitalize by securing his fifth ca-
reer STN preliminary feature win
while Crawley raced back into sec-
ond aboard Mike Wardʼs No. 88.

Jason Johnson settled for the
third and final lock-in position for
the preliminary round.
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Sammy is Still Winning;
Gets His Fourth STN Title

Sammy Swindell (center) is the star of I-30 Speedwayʼs victory
lane after winning the Shortrack Nationals finale. Tim Shaffer
(right) was second with Jason Johnson (left) coming in third.
(Wheatley Collection photo)



Five Flag
Speedway

PENSACOLA, FL
- Four weeks from
Wednesday the partic-
ipants for the 49th An-
nual Snowball Derby
will descend on Pen-
sacola, Florida and
Five Flags Speedway
in advance of four
days of track time.
That same day will be
the first opportunity for
race fans to see the
teams and drivers up
close at the Cat Coun-
try/WEAR TV3 Green

Flag Pit Party on Wednesday, No-
vember 29 at 5 p.m. CT.

Fans are invited to attend the
party on the Five Flags frontstrech
for food, drink, music and a chance
to meet the stars of the Snowball
Derby before they get down to
business the following day.

Not only does the night serve as
a fun filled introduction for Snowball
Derby, it is a critical time for teams
as drivers participate in the Quali-
fying Order Draw Down which will
determine the time trial order for
NASH FM 102.7 Pole Night on Fri-
day, December 2.

Adding to the charged atmos-
phere will be the number one party
band in Pensacola, Buzzcutt. The
band will pump up the crowd and
provide the music for this year's
Green Flag Pit Party.

Be sure to stay with
Speed51.com for further details on
the Cat Country/WEAR TV3 Green
Flag Pit Party and Qualifying Order
Draw Down as they are announced
in the coming days.

Thursday, December 1 will see
the Super Late Models take to the
track for the first official Snowball
Derby practice. The night will be
highlighted by a 30-lap race for the
Butler U-Pull-It Bombers and a 50-
lap event for the Dock on the
Beach Sportsmen division.

The top Snowball Derby starting
spots will be set on Friday, Decem-
ber 2 during NASH FM 102.7 Pole
Night. The Faith Chapel Super
Stocks and the Modifieds will each
run 50-lap features.

The Pro Late Models take cen-
ter stage on Saturday, December 3
for the Allen Turner Hyundai
Snowflake 100. The 50-lap Last
Chance Qualifier for the Snowball
Derby and a 50-lap feature for the
Beef O'Brady's Pro Truck division
will also run on Saturday night.

Then on Sunday, December 4
the green flag will fly over the the
49th Annual Snowball Derby. The

300-lap race will begin at 2 p.m.
CT.

For more information on the
49th Annual Snowball Derby week-
end at Five Flags Speedway, visit
www.snowballderby.com. All media
credential requests and inquiries
for the Snowball Derby can be sent
to Pat Bryant at Pat@Snow-
ballDerby.com.

For entry lists, news, videos and
all things Snowball Derby related,
head to Snowball Central pre-
sented by Shaeffer's Lubricants on
Speed51.com, the official news
source of the 49th Annual Snowball
Derby. Affordable advertising rates
are available now by emailing mar-
keting@speed51.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA – Selins-

grove Speedway & Raceway Park
closed out the 2016 season Satur-
day evening with the awards ban-
quet at the historic Genetti Hotel in
Williamsport for about 230 guests
representing the 360 sprint car,
super late model, pro stock, road-
runner, and go kart divisions.

This yearʼs top performing driv-
ers received trophies, jackets, com-
memorative championship rings
sponsored by Foss Jewelers, and
shared a $25,000 point fund. 

Mark Smith, of Sunbury, who
was racing in the Short Track Na-
tionals in Arkansas over the week-
end, clinched his second career
Newville Family of Companies 360
sprint car track championship with
nine top five and nine top 10 fin-
ishes, including four feature wins.
Smith previously won a track title in
2014. 

In the Jeffʼs Auto Body & Recy-
cling Center super late models, Jeff
Rine of Danville wrapped up his
12th career track title, tenth con-
secutively, at Selinsgrove. Rineʼs
10 top five finishes included six fea-
ture wins. Earlier this season he
reached his milestone 100th career
victory at the Snyder County oval. 

Rine also took the title in this
yearʼs inaugural Moon Shine Camo
Route 35 Late Model Challenge
Series. Rine won two of the five
races in the special series between
the Selinsgrove and Port Royal
weekly late model competitors. 

For the second time in his ca-
reer, Brad Mitch of McClure scored
the track title in the A&A Auto
Stores pro stock division. Mitch,
whose previous title was in 2014,
drove to 10 top five finishes that in-
cluded three feature wins. 

Keith Bissinger of Orangeville
was recognized for his fourth ca-
reer track title in the A&A Auto
Stores roadrunner class. Bissinger

won six out of the nine races for the
division this year. 

Eric Parker of Lewistown
clinched the Newville Family of
Companies 358 sprint car chal-
lenge series title. 

Rookie of the Year awards were
presented to Michael Thomas
(sprint cars), Austin Berry (late
models), Lori Croop (pro stocks),
and Cope Smith (roadrunners).
Most Improved Driver awards went
to Michael Walter II (sprints),
Danny Snyder (late models), Bran-
don Moser (pro stocks), and Dustin
Snook (roadrunners). Jim Bern-
heisel of Lebanon received the Joe
Whitcomb Memorial Sportsman of
the Year award. 

On hand to accept special
recognition awards in appreciation
for their dedication to the future of
auto racing at Selinsgrove Speed-
way were Dawayne Betzer, Presi-
dent of the Selinsgrove Fair
Association, and Scott Harro, Race
Director. 

The 2016 Selinsgrove Raceway
Park go kart champions were
Steve Kerstetter (mediums),
Charley Paige (rookies I cage),
Ashton Gonder (rookies II cage),
Kyle Stahl (flat 350s), Aiden Mitch
(kid karts), Pat Romig (adult cage
animal), Drew Miller (jr. cage),
Steve Majestic (clone 375s), Kruz
Kepner (jr. restricted), Roger Radle
(adult cage flat), Mike Trevitz (extra
heavies), and Levi Vial (125 micro
sprint cars). 

Members of the speedway man-
agement team announced all the
divisions would be returning for
weekly Friday night go kart racing
at Selinsgrove Raceway Park and
weekly Saturday night sprint car
and stock car competition at Selins-
grove Speedway. 

The 2017 edition of the motor-
sports show at the Susquehanna
Valley Mall in Selinsgrove is tenta-
tively scheduled for Sunday, Feb.
26 through Friday, March 3. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
The speedway office can be
reached at 570.374.2266.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - The

2016 NASCAR stock car racing
season was just recently com-
pleted at Grandview Speedway
and changes are already being an-
nounced for 2017.

Track spokesperson Tina
Rogers has announced that with
the start of the new season alu-
minum wheels will be permitted for
use by the NASCAR Sportsman

stock car division.
Rules regarding weight for the

three divisions of stock car racing
will be discussed at a forthcoming
meeting.

Additional news, regarding the
new season, including the sched-
ule, the 55th straight season of
stock car racing, at Grandview will
be announced in the near future.

The annual Grandview Speed-
way Racerʼs Flea Market is set for
Sunday, November 6 starting at
6:30 a.m. and running until 1 p.m.
The event at the Bechtelsville, PA
clay oval is open to the public free
of charge. However if you are plan-
ning to sell stuff then you will have
to pay $15 for a space to set up
shop. The flea market takes place
rain or shine. It is open to all divi-
sions of auto racing, vendors, col-
lectors (who knows you may find a
Honus Wagner collectible card)
and dealers.

This is where race teams unload
some parts and equipment left from
the season and perhaps make a
purchase of something that will be
of help for 2017.

There will be food and refresh-
ments available. For more informa-
tion contact Joanne Bailey at
484.357.5506. 

And you just never know what
treasure you may come across at
the flea market and it often turns
out to be the opportunity to catch
up with old friends or make some
new ones.

Information on sponsorship of
events, billboard advertising and
track magazine ads may be had
from Ernie Saxton at 215.52.7797
or esaxton144@aol.com.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

SK Light driver Joe Graf, Jr., the
2016 season at Stafford Speedway
was a totally new experience for
the Mahwah, NJ native.  Prior to
the 2016 season, Graf raced Leg-
end Cars and had never sat behind
the wheel of an open wheeled
modified.  Despite being a new-
comer to the world of open
wheeled modified racing, Graf
proved to be a quick study behind
the wheel of the #2 RH2Way Radio
Communications Chevrolet and he
took home R.A.D. Automachine
Rookie of the Year honors.

“We had some challenges here
and there during the year but Paul
French always had the car perfect,”
said Graf.  “The whole Horsepower
Hill team always brought a great
car to the track and we had a shot
at winning the championship going
into the last race.  Things had to go

(Continued on next page…)
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(Continued…)

a little differently than
they did for us to be
able to win the cham-
pionship but Iʼm still
pretty happy with how
things were this year
for us.  We got a win
and a couple second
place finishes so it was
a great season.  I re-
ally need to give a big
thanks to the whole
Horsepower Hill team,
Alliance Shippers,
RH2, Racecayct.com,
Bakaj Construction,
my parents, and Paul

for putting me in his car.”
The 2016 season for Graf can

be broken down into 2 distinct seg-
ments.  In the first 6 races of the
season, Grafʼs average finish was
9.0.  Graf won his first and only fea-
ture of the year in the seventh race
and from that point until the end of
the season, he never finished out-
side the top-10 and his average fin-
ish for the final 11 races was 4.8.

“At the start of the year my goal
was to win a race and we were
hoping to be able to run for the
championship, but we werenʼt re-
ally sure how the year was going to
go,” said Graf.  “Winning that race
showed us that we could actually
do it and it gave everyone some
extra confidence.  I really felt like
that was the week where every-
thing started to come together for
me.  We had been good before that
but that night is when I really
started to be able to pass guys and
get around cars and the racing part
of it really came to me.”

Making the move from a Legend
Car to an SK Light can be a difficult
transition with the difference in size,
weight, and performance of the 2
cars.  Graf says that was his
biggest adjustment in making the
move up in competition but once he
got it figured out, it was clear sail-
ing.

With a full year of experience to
build upon, Graf is excited about
the prospects for 2017 at Stafford.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

After winning Rookie of the Year
honors in the Super Stock division
at Monadnock Speedway in 2015,
Whately, MA native Joel Monahan
came to Stafford Speedwayʼs Late
Model division for the 2016 season
with his sights set on winning an-
other rookie of the year title.  

Monahan actually started his
Stafford career with four starts at
the end of the 2015 season to pre-

pare himself for a full season of
Late Model competition in 2016.
After 2 top-10 finishes in his 4 2015
starts, Monahan and the #03 Mon-
ahan Trucking team posted 4 top-5
and 16 top-10 finishes in 17 races
to take home NAPA Auto Parts
Rookie of the Year honors.

“I think things went better than
we expected,” said Monahan.  “We
didnʼtʼ win a race but we got some
podium finishes and we learned a
lot about the car.  Stafford was a
fun track to race and I think we had
a pretty decent season finishing 5th
in the points.  We had some bad
days and some good days, but
thatʼs racing and I donʼt think any of
us can be disappointed in how we
did.  One of our main goals was to
win Rookie of the Year.  We won
rookie of the year at Monadnock
last season and it would was pretty
cool to do it back to back.”

Although he didnʼt win a race
this season, Monahan came close
with a pair of second place finishes
during the second half of the 2016
season.  As to be expected, Mona-
han says that things started to turn
around for the #03 team in the sec-
ond half of the year once they had
some experience under their belts.

“At first we were struggling with
the car,” said Monahan.  “We had a
hard time for most of the year but
towards the end of the year we had
most things fixed up.  There were
still a couple things with the car that
we never found but we definitely
started going better towards the
end of the year.  Stafford is flatter
and faster than Monadnock but it
was about what I expected it to be.
I kept my eyes open every week
and tried to learn as much as I
could.  Now we have a whole sea-
son of experience which helps be-
cause seat time is always a key.
Weʼll definitely be more prepared
for 2017 and know what to expect
than we did this season.”

Monahanʼs closest competitor
for the NAPA Auto Parts Rookie of
the Year was a fellow Monadnock
Super Stock driver in Tyler Leary.
The two drivers were neck and
neck for much of the first half of the
year but Monahan slowly began to
pull away from Leary over the sec-
ond half of the year.

“It was cool to be racing with
Tyler,” said Monahan.  “Weʼve had
some run ins with each other no
doubt but it was pretty cool to know
someone at the track who weʼve
raced against before and kind of
know what to expect from them.”

For winning the 2016 NAPA Auto
Parts Late Model Rookie of the
Year Award, Monahan will take
home $1,000 gift card from NAPA,

which will be good for use at one of
the 59 participating NAPA Auto
Parts Stores partnered with
Stafford.  Monahan will officially be
crowned as the 2016 NAPA Auto
Parts Rookie of the Year at the 47th
Annual Stafford Motor Speedway
Champions Awards Ceremony on
Friday, November 18 at Maneeleyʼs
in South Windsor.  

Tickets to the 47th Annual
Stafford Motor Speedway Champi-
ons Awards Ceremony are $48 per
person and can be ordered by call-
ing the Stafford Motor Speedway
track office at (860) 684-2783, or by
downloading an order form from
www.staffordspeedway.com and
returning the form to the track of

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - For

Palmer, MA native Duane Provost,
the 2016 season at Stafford Speed-
way was an improbable trip that al-
most never came to fruition.  While
unsure if he was going to race a full
schedule, strong results in the first
few weeks of the season with the
#88 Facchini Law Firm Chevrolet
convinced Provost that he had to
run the full season and see how
things played out.

“At the beginning of the year I
wasnʼt sure I was going to run
every week but we did so well the
first couple races we couldnʼt stop
coming to the track,” said Provost.
“We went downhill a little during the
middle part of the season but we
found a bad part on the car and that
really helped pick the performance
back up towards the end of the
season.”

Provost worked his way into the
point lead midway through the sea-
son but he fell down as far as third
in the standings during the second
half of the season and he entered
the NAPA Fall Final 12 points be-
hind Al Saunders in the race for the
championship.  Provost finished
third while Saunders retired early in
the race with damage to his car in
11th place which was enough to
make Provost the champion by 2
points.

“Coming to the race I knew I was
down 12 points and I really didnʼt
anticipate getting up there,” said
Provost.  “I told people I didnʼt have
a very good chance and something
would need to happen in order for
us to win and I donʼt wish that to
happen to anyone.  We worked
hard every week and from the be-
ginning of the year and the end of
the year we tried to put this thing in
the top-3 every week and after 12
years of racing I was able to finally
win a championship.  I have to
thank Gus Coelho Auto in Ludlow,

and Michael Facchini Law Firm in
Springfield, Donny Wood at R.A.D.
Automachine and Buzzy for the
transmissions.”

Just to add to the drama sur-
rounding the championship race,
Provost had no idea he had actu-
ally finished high enough in the
race to become champion until he
pulled into NAPA Victory Lane for
the podium ceremony.

“I had no idea until I got to the
podium and the crowd came out to
victory lane and I thought ʻThatʼs
more people than usual coming out
hereʼ.  I knew I had to have 7 posi-
tions and there were a couple of
cars already out of the race and I
didnʼt really know so I just figured
Iʼd drive the car and push it as hard
as I could and see what happened
at the end of the race.”

The championship win for
Provost was extra special in that
his crew consists of himself and his
brother Derek working on the car.

“The championship is huge be-
cause thereʼs a lot of good teams
in this division and itʼs mostly just
myself and my brother Derek work-
ing on the car,” said Provost.  “Itʼs a
lot of work and responsibility and
itʼs also humbling because thereʼs
no one to blame but yourself if
something goes wrong.”

As unlikely as Provost might
have thought of his chances at win-
ning the championship this season,
he is looking forward to returning to
Stafford in 2017 to defend his title.

“Iʼm sure there will be a little
pressure but itʼll be pretty cool to be
the defending champion,” said
Provost.  “Weʼll work on the car
over the winter and be ready to go.
I had been pretty close to winning
before but we just couldnʼt get
there.  

“Iʼm anticipating a few cars com-
ing up from the DARE Stocks next
season so hopefully weʼll have
more cars and it will be just as com-
petitive as it was this season.”

For the season, Provost posted
1 win, 12 top-5, and 15 top-10 fin-
ishes.  Provost will officially be
crowned as the 2016 Limited Late
Model champion at the 47th Annual
Stafford Motor Speedway Champi-
ons Awards Ceremony on Friday,
November 18 at Maneeleyʼs in
South Windsor.  

Tickets to the 47th Annual
Stafford Motor Speedway Champi-
ons Awards Ceremony are $48 per
person and can be ordered by call-
ing the Stafford Motor Speedway
track office at (860) 684-2783, or by
downloading an order form from
www.staffordspeedway.com and
returning the form to the track of-
fice.fice.
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