
DECEMBER 7, 2015

Kyle Busch Crowned
New Champ…

Champ Jeff Gordon
Exits with Style



Stock-car racing
converged on Las
Vegas last Friday to
honor its newest
champion, Kyle Busch,
but even he under-
stood the night was
about saying goodbye
to a retiring four-time
champion.

Jeff Gordon was
brought to tears a couple times dur-
ing the ceremony – and
we cried along with the
rest of NASCAR in grate-
ful happiness for him.

Busch, the improbable
champion who fought
back from a broken leg
and ankle suffered a day
before the Sprint Cup Se-
ries season opened,
joined in the tribute by get-
ting Gordonʼs autograph
on his banquet program.

Buschʼs keepsake forever will
part of Buschʼs legacy, much like
Alan Kulwickiʼs championship dur-
ing Richard Pettyʼs final season.

Gordonʼs spot in the awards be-
came a show of its own. Actor and
friend Tom Cruise surprisingly
walked on stage for introductions,
triggering the first rush of emotion
for the racer who retired with the
third-most wins (93) in Sprint Cup
history.

“We are happy for him but sad
to see him go,” Cruise said. “When
you're treated to excellence every
week for 23 years, well, that's not
something that you let go of easily,
and when news leaked out, well,
there was a reaction from every-
where. But with a beautiful
wife waiting and two adorable chil-
dren and a back that's howling,
everyone knew the word would
come eventually.

“In a statement to the
world, Brian France called him tran-
scendent, and that set the founda-
tion for his farewell, a victory lap
that played out on stages through-
out the world.” 

“Daytona International Speed-
way. 30 Rockefeller Plaza,
Rwanda, the Waldorf Astoria, the
White House and now the
Wynn. He felt as comfortable dis-
cussing a championship
with George Bush as breaking
down Homestead with Kyle Busch,
at ease discussing SNL skits

with Jimmy Fallon as racing door to
door with Jimmie Johnson.”

Gordon cried when he talked of
his family and his relationship with
car owner Rick Hendrick.

Then he smiled and thanked
everyone, including a screaming
woman in the cheap seats – if there
is such a thing in Las Vegas – for
supporting his career – and the fu-
ture of the sport.

“And the fans, where are the
fans in the room? We got
to have a bit of a rocky – I
got off to a bit of a rocky
start with the fans,” Gordon
said. “There were some
cheers, but then there
were some boos, but
you accepted me, you sup-
ported me so much over
the years, and this year
you rewarded me so much
and I – yeah, I greatly ap-

preciate them.”
NASCAR adjusted following the

retirements of legendary drivers
like Petty, David Pearson and
Bobby Allison. It stayed on course
following the tragic deaths of Dale
Earnhardt, Fireball Roberts, Neil
Bonnett and Davey Allison.

And it will move on without Gor-
don behind the wheel of the No. 24.
Chevrolet.

“From the very beginning
youʼve represented this sport
with dignity and class,” NASCAR
chairman Brian France said.
“Youʼre the very definition of
a champion and quite simply
you changed the sport for the bet-
ter. Ushering in a new era of excel-
lence on and off the track.”

Gordon wonʼt completely walk
away. He will maintain a role at
Hendrick Motorsports while serving
as a commentator for FOX Sports
racing team.
As far as driving, he made it clear –
again – that heʼs done.

“So will there be another
year? No, there wonʼt be,” he said.
“I am so ready. I am so content be-
cause I'm just so proud of all that
Iʼve done. I will say itʼs been ab-
solutely amazing, and I couldnʼt
have ever imagined how my life
would turn out.”

Before stepping away from the
podium for the final time as a driver,
Gordon couldnʼt resist mentioning
the things he wonʼt miss as a driver.
Heʼs happy to be done with after-

noon practice sessions ahead of a
night race, excited fans who want
to shake hands in a restroom and,
most of all, debris cautions.

“Now irony to all of this is
that when Iʼm in the booth com-
mentating next year for FOX, those
are the things Iʼm going look for-
ward to the most,” Gordon said.

“Have fun.”
Gordon stepped off the stage as

a champion, a friend and a key-
stone of the very best of stock-car
racing. And perhaps, Cruise said it
best:

“And although many of us want
to say we'll miss you, what we re-
ally mean is we thank you.”
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DON COBLE

Gordon Steps Away
in Championship

Form

FasTrack Racing Journal will be published on a limited basis during
December. As racing news becomes available, we will post a new

issue. 
We here at FasTrack wish all of our followers, advertisers, writers,
photographers and subscribers a Happy Holiday season and look

forward to the 2016 racing season.

FasTrack Racing Journal is now available as an online e-magazine!!
We are pleased to announce some big and exciting changes.

FasTrack will now be available online only. We will still be cover-
ing all the racing series, off track news and other features that
you have grown to love. With this change we can bring you all
the news in a weekly format throughout the
racing season. All you have to do to continue receiving
FasTrack Racing Journal Online for FREE is to send your email
address to fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 P.A.S.S. 13
NASCAR Sprint Cup 3-5 OffTrack 13
Snowball Derby 7-9 ARCA/CRA 14
OnTrack 11-12 ShorTrack 15-17

ON THE COVER:
SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES

Jeff Gordon remarks on many things during his 23-year experi-
ences in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series. As usual Gordon did so
with elegance and humility. (SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES
photo)



By HOLLY CAIN
LAS VEGAS -- In

one of the most mem-
orable and moving
evenings in its history,
the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series offi-
cially wrapped up its
2015 season with Fri-
day night's Awards
Banquet in Las Vegas
featuring emotional
tributes and inspiring

speeches.
Newly-crowned champion

Kyle Busch was feted, retiring four-
time champion Jeff Gordon was
celebrated and an emotional and
exciting season was officially put in
the books in front of a black-tie
crowd at the Wynn Las Vegas and
a national television audience.

Television star Drew Carey
hosted the affair. Singer Andy
Grammer entertained. Late night
host Jimmy Fallon did a special
comic bit about the series.
Dale Earnhardt Jr. collected his
13th Most Popular Driver Award.
And young, 22-year old Jeff Han-
son was given the prestigious
$100,000 Betty Jane France Award
for his charitable work with the Chil-
dren's Tumor Foundation.

Even actor Tom Cruise was a
part of the special night, surprising
the crowd and even the man he
was there to honor, the retiring Gor-
don.

"So, look, I'm honored to pres-
ent a legend, one who has meant
so much to the sport over the
last two decades and will continue
to do so even outside of a
race car,'' Cruise told a stunned
Gordon. ''We are happy for him but
sad to see him go."

Well after the banquet had con-

cluded, Gordon conceded he was
totally shocked to see Cruise there
and moved by the entire evening.

"I was just trying to hold back my
emotion because I knew it would
be tough, then when Tom walked
out there, I was done,'' Gordon
said. "I've known Tom a number of
years and how passionate he is
about NASCAR. …. I was like, re-
ally, Tom Cruise? That messed me
up, I'll be honest. That got me
good.''

Even Busch, who has been cel-
ebrating his first Cup title in his
hometown all week, feted Gordon
while speaking about his own first
championship. But he was clearly
enjoying the evening and honored
to share time with one of his racing
heroes as he celebrated his last
season.

Accompanied by his wife
Samantha, Busch entered the
stage carrying his nearly 7-month-
old son Brexton -- both Kyle and
Brexton wearing sunglasses in a
comical nod to the popular Las
Vegas-based movie, "The Hang-
over."

"Brexton was ready to rock and
roll,'' Busch joked afterward.

The new champ was also quite
sentimental about his first title -- a
challenging and emotional accom-
plishment coming only nine months
after he broke his leg and foot in a
frightening accident in the season-
opening XFINITY race at Day-
tona International Speedway.

Busch missed the first 11 Cup
races of the year but returned to
win four times -- including the pres-
tigious Brickyard 400 -- and quali-
fied for the Chase. He put a huge
exclamation point on his season

with a win for the title at the Miami
finale.

"I guess you've heard that old
saying 'Break a leg,' " Busch said in
his champion's speech. "In the
world of theater, it means good
luck. As I stand here today, I can
say that breaking a leg works just
as good in racing.

"One day I was focusing on win-
ning races, the next I was worrying
if I'd be able to walk into the deliv-
ery room with Samantha.

I could never do this without the
love of family. … Since that day in

February I have to believe that
everything happens for a reason. I
believe my family and I were re-
minded of many valuable lessons
along the way. … Sometimes being
(so focused) on something hinders
our ability to see what God has in
store for us."

Busch also honored and
thanked his team owner Joe Gibbs.

"I can't believe you took a
chance on that brash young man
back in 2008, but man, it's certainly

an honor to be your driver,'' he said.
"You probably have better legs

than half your drivers. You're our
leader, you're a role model in life,
both personally and professionally.
Thanks for believing in me through
all the years. I'll never be able to
fully repay you for everything
youʼve done for me, but hopefully
this is a good start."

It was certainly a night filled with
emotion.

In addition to Busch overcoming
injury and Gordon making a cham-
pionship run in his final season,
Martin Truex Jr. spoke about his
longtime girlfriend Sherry Pollex,
who is battling ovarian cancer.

Truex made his first appearance
in The Chase's final round and fin-
ished a career-best fourth place in
the championship, driving for the
single-car Furniture Row team. He
concluded his speech reminding
people, "We've learned that life isn't
just about living, it's about being
alive.

"That's exactly what we're doing.
You've heard the saying, 'Don't
sweat the small stuff.' Well, we're
trying not to sweat the big stuff, ei-
ther. The only advice I have for
you tonight is to enjoy every mo-
ment, celebrate life, help others
and never give up."

There was plenty to smile about
in the midst of the emotion.

Clint Bowyer, who finished
16th in his final year with
Michael Waltrip Racing, joked af-
terward that he had never seen an

actual "16th Place" trophy before.  
In accepting his Most Popular

Driver award, Earnhardt joked that
he thought Matt Kenseth had actu-
ally wrapped up the title after an
on-track incident with Joey Logano
earned him a two-race suspension
late in the season.

The emotional night concluded
with Busch's speech. And he fit-
tingly ended it with a huge smile.

"See ya in Daytona,'' he said,
raising his arms.
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p Kyle Busch Crowned 2015 Champ
at Sprint Cup Awards

Kyle Busch waits for his turn at the podium at the NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Banquet Friday night in Las Vegas. (NIGEL KIN-
RADE/NKP photo)

Actor Tom Cruise (right) intro-
duced Jeff Gordon and honored
Gordonʼs stellar career. (NIGEL
KINRADE/NKP photo)

Dale Earnhardt Jr. accepts his 13th Most Popular Driver Award.
(NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



LAS VEGAS, NV -
Darlington Raceway
moved forward by
going back in 2015.

NASCARʼs first
paved superspeedway
paid homage to stock
car racingʼs past when
it launched a “throw-
back” campaign for
this yearʼs Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500, and the
move proved to be

one of the most talked about, most
popular events of the year. So
much so that the program has
earned the track the National Mo-
torsports Press Associationʼs 2015
Myers Brothers Award.

The award was presented
Thursday during the annual
NASCAR NMPA Myers Brothers
2015 Awards Luncheon at the
Wynn Las Vegas.

Given annually by the NMPA,
the Myers Brothers Award is
named in honor of former NASCAR
competitors Billy and Bobby Myers.
Itsʼ purpose is to recognize individ-
uals and/or groups who have pro-
vided outstanding contributions to
the sport of stock car racing.

Others receiving votes for this
yearʼs award were four-time series
champion Jeff Gordon and 2015
Sprint Cup champion Kyle Busch.

Darlington Raceway has hosted
one or more NASCAR premier se-
ries events since 1950. The South-
ern 500, which returned to its
long-held Labor Day weekend date
this past season, is considered one
of the seriesʼ “crown jewel” events.

More than 30 cars in this yearʼs
43-car field featured throwback
schemes, honoring everything from
long-time sponsors to drivers and
popular paint schemes from the
early 1970s. Several teams got in
the act by wearing crew uniforms
similar to those worn at the time;
concession stand fare included
items that were offered at the time
and tickets in some sections were
even priced similar to that specific
time period.

Even television partner NBC got
in the act, bringing back former an-
nouncers Ken Squier and two-time
champion Ned Jarrett to call a por-
tion of the race from the broadcast
booth. Jarrettʼs son, Dale – a for-
mer series champion as well –
joined his father in the booth, mark-
ing the first time the two had called
a race together.

Track President Chip Wile said
at the time that the throwback pro-
gram is “a five-year platform; this
isnʼt a one-year deal. 

“We felt like if we could get eight
or 10 teams on board to really
showcase what weʼre trying to ac-
complish, we felt like in 2016 we
could get more, in 2017 we would
get more and so on,” he said. “But
the response that weʼve gotten
from everyone in the industry has
been incredible. It was a fully inte-
grated plan that made our event
something special for the fans.”

Jeff Hanson Wins the
NASCAR Foundationʼs

Betty Jane France
Humanitarian Award 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Picture

this: a remarkable young artist
whose talent sprang from the chal-
lenges of a childhood fight against
cancer is the 2015 winner of The
NASCAR Foundationʼs Betty Jane
France Humanitarian Award pre-
sented by Nationwide.

Jeff Hanson, 22, from Overland
Park, Kansas, emerged from an
elite group of four finalists after two
months of online fan voting on
NASCAR.com. The voting ended
Thursday night; the fifth annual

award was presented on Friday
night during the NASCAR Sprint
Cup Awards at Wynn Las Vegas.

The Betty Jane France Humani-
tarian Award was established in
honor of the foundationʼs chair-
woman emeritus and founder Betty
Jane France, for her longstanding
charitable and community service
efforts. Since its inception, the
award has benefited more than
52,000 children nationally. 

Hanson will receive a $100,000
donation from The NASCAR Foun-
dation for the charity he represents,
the New York-based Childrenʼs
Tumor Foundation, in addition to a
2016 vehicle from Official Car
Sponsor, Ford.

“Jeff Hansonʼs story is inspiring
and his accomplishments are im-
pressive,” said France, who pre-
sented the award Friday night.
“This is a resilient and immensely
talented young man we have be-
come proud to know – and even
more proud to have as our fifth an-
nual award winner.”

"Nationwide would like to con-
gratulate Jeff for winning the 2015
Betty Jane France Humanitarian
Award," said Terrance Williams,
chief marketing officer for Nation-
wide. "Jeffʼs impact has been an in-
spiration to us all and we look
forward to seeing him continuing
his amazing work."

Hanson was only six years old
when he was diagnosed with optic
glioma, a tumor that was attacking
his optic nerve. The tumor was
caused by the rare genetic disorder
neurofibromatosis (NF). After un-
dergoing chemotherapy and radia-
tion treatments, he was legally
blind at the age of 12.

During chemotherapy treat-
ments in 2005, Hanson began

painting with bright colors suited for
someone with limited vision. In
2006 he turned his paintings into a
fundraising platform for the Chil-
drenʼs Tumor Foundation, selling
them from his familyʼs driveway. He
raised $15,000 that summer – and
then, continued to paint. 

His paintings have now raised
more than $250,000 for the Chil-
drenʼs Tumor Foundation and more
than $1.3 million for charities world-
wide.

“What this means to me ... is Iʼm
thrilled, Iʼm honored,” Hanson said.
“It means so much to me, that I can
help the Childrenʼs Tumor Founda-
tion with a $100,000 donation.

“Being recognized by such a
well-known name as NASCAR is a
win for the Childrenʼs Tumor Foun-
dation and for neurofibromatosis,
helping to raise awareness of a dis-
order that affects one in every
3,000 people. The money that we
receive from The NASCAR Foun-
dation will be used to launch an ex-
citing new research program aimed
at improving the lives of people like
me who live with NF and help us
get a little closer to finding a cure."

This yearʼs award finalists also
included Charlotte, North Car-
olinaʼs Bob Bowler of Special
Olympics North Carolina; Sellers-
burg, Indianaʼs Stephanie Decker
of the Stephanie Decker Founda-
tion; and Dunedin Floridaʼs Carl
Flatley of the Sepsis Alliance. All
three will receive $25,000 dona-
tions from The NASCAR Founda-
tion for their respective causes.

“As always, we consider all of
our finalists to be winners in their
own right,” France said. “All four
have first-rate credentials, resulting
in extremely close competition this
year.”
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We
ek Darlington Raceway Selected

2015 Myers Brothers Award
Recipient

NASCAR Digital Media Reporter Kenny Bruce (R) presents Presi-
dent of Darlington Raceway Chip Wile with the 2015 Myers Broth-
ers Award during the 2015 NASCAR NMPA Myers Brothers Awards
Luncheon. (DAVID BECKER/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Betty Jane France poses with
Jeff Hanson of Overland Park,
Kansas, winner of the Betty
Jane France Humanitarian
Award, who represents the
Children's Tumor Foundation.
(CHRIS GRAYTHAN/GETTY IM-
AGES photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR announced
today that Senior Vice
President of Competi-
tion Robin Pemberton
will leave the organi-
zation at the end of
2015. 

With a racing ca-
reer that has spanned
five decades, Pember-
ton joined the sanc-
tioning body in August
of 2004. Since that

time, he has overseen all areas of
NASCAR competition and been
credited as a key component in
bridging the gap between the sanc-
tioning body and the racing com-
munity.

“Robin has left an indelible mark
on the sport while at NASCAR,”
said NASCAR Vice Chairman Mike
Helton. “He joined us at a critical
time and very quickly gave our
highly visible competition group the
credibility and confidence it needed
to be successful with the industry.
He traded a successful career as a
competitor to help lead the sport for
12 seasons. Weʼre extremely
grateful for his many contributions.”

During Pembertonʼs tenure,
NASCAR has seen a great number
of technical and safety advance-
ments. Against the backdrop of the
massive NASCAR Research & De-
velopment Center, Pembertonʼs
Competition teams overhauled the
inspection and rules process and
procedures for all vehicles racing in
the national series. He oversaw the
transitions of NASCAR to Elec-
tronic Fuel Injection (EFI) and to
race fuels with blended Sunoco
E15. 

Among the largest undertakings
under his purview was the launch
of the acclaimed Generation 6 style
car in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries in 2013. That style just com-
pleted its third season of on-track
racing.

“Iʼm proud of what weʼve been
able to accomplish during my time
at NASCAR,” Pemberton said.
“This sport has been my entire pro-
fessional career and working with
all the competitors and the auto
manufacturers for the last 12 sea-
sons has been a thrill. I feel good
knowing that the work this team
has done has had a positive impact
on the sport.

“I look forward to the next chal-
lenge.”

Pemberton will help in the tran-

sition to a new competition lead for
the balance of the year.

NASCAR Names
Miller as Senior

Vice President of
Competition

DAYTONA BEACH, FL -
NASCAR announced today that
Scott Miller has joined the organi-
zation as Senior Vice President of
Competition, responsible for man-
aging all competition efforts related
to technology, inspection, rule de-
velopment and officiating across
NASCARʼs wide portfolio of racing. 

Miller will report directly to Exec-
utive Vice President and Chief Rac-
ing Development Officer Steve
OʼDonnell, and work closely with
Senior Vice President of Innovation
and Racing Development Gene
Stefanyshyn. All three are based at
NASCARʼs Research & Develop-
ment Center in Concord, N.C. 

Miller most recently served as
Executive Vice President of Com-
petition at Michael Waltrip Racing
(MWR). There he was responsible
for managing all areas of competi-
tion. During his four-year tenure,
MWR teams qualified for the
Chase for the Sprint Cup in 2012,
2013, and 2015. 

“Weʼre pleased to have Scott, an
executive with a wide range of rac-
ing experience, join our team,”
OʼDonnell said. “He will be an im-
mediate asset to NASCAR, our
teams and each of our national se-
ries. Scott has worked in a collabo-
rative spirit throughout his career,
and represents the forward-looking
approach we celebrate within our
competition team.” 

A respected leader within the
garage area, Miller has more than

two decades of NASCAR experi-
ence. Prior to his stint at MWR, he
served in competition leadership
roles at Richard Childress Racing.
There he also helped lead teams
into The Chase as both a crew
chief and while serving as the Vice
President of Competition. As a
crew chief, Miller enjoyed his most
successful season in 2008 when
he called veteran Jeff Burton to two
wins, seven top-five and 18 top-10
finishes en route to a sixth-place
championship points finish. In all,
the Bardstown, Ky., native has six
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series wins
as a crew chief. 

“Iʼm looking forward to using the
experience Iʼve gained working
within teams in an entirely new way
at NASCAR,” Miller said. “Our sport
has evolved quickly over the last
several seasons through advanced
technology and its creative applica-
tion in the garage area. We will
strive to continue this forward mo-
mentum while assuring a level
playing field and competitive rac-
ing. Itʼs a challenging opportunity
and a logical next step for me. I
canʼt wait to get started.” 

Sunoco Earns
NASCAR Marketing
Achievement Award
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

Sunoco, the Official Fuel of
NASCAR®, was honored Thursday
with the 2015 NASCAR Marketing
Achievement Award at the
NASCAR NMPA Myers Brothers
Awards Luncheon held in the En-
core Ballroom at Wynn Las Vegas.

Since 2004, the iconic red and
blue Sunoco can has been a fixture
at the track each weekend, fueling
the most competitive racing in the
world. The best drivers in the world
rely on Sunoco race fuel to get the
most out of their cars, win races,
and ultimately, championships. Off
the track, Sunoco utilized an inte-

grated marketing approach to en-
gage fans, customers and employ-
ees through promotions, B2B,
digital, broadcast, event marketing
and social media. 

This year, Sunoco debuted its
national campaign “Burnt Rubbér”
featuring NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries driver Jimmie Johnson in dra-
matic television creative. The
campaign aired both during and
outside motorsports programming,
featured digital and social exten-
sions, and was supported with
earned media and at-track activa-
tions. The creative approach gar-
nered more than 255 million
impressions and nearly nine million
engagements. 

“For the past 12 years Sunoco
has been synonymous with high
performance both on-and-off the
track,” said Steve Phelps,
NASCAR chief marketing officer.
“Delivering a creative multi-channel
marketing campaign that produced
engaging content and drove posi-
tive business results made Sunoco
a highly worthy recipient of the Mar-
keting Achievement Award.”

Playing an integral role across
key NASCAR industry programs,
Sunoco continues to invest heavily
in NASCARʼs rising and diverse
stars through its involvement with
the Sunoco Rookie of the Year
Award and the NASCAR Drive for
Diversity program. This year,
Sunoco became the fourth found-
ing partner of Daytona International
Speedwayʼs DAYTONA Rising proj-
ect and is the new presenting spon-
sor of NASCAR Victory Lap fueled
by Sunoco.

“It is an honor to accept this
award on behalf of our employees
and retailers who bring the Official
Fuel of NASCAR to our customers
at over 5,300 Sunoco retail sites
across the country,” said Cynthia
Archer, Executive Vice President
and Chief Marketing Officer,
Sunoco. “Since 2004, Sunoco has
been proud to fuel over 12 million
miles of spectacular NASCAR rac-
ing.”

Sunoco continues to engage
consumers through its Free Fuel
5000 program, a loyalty promotion
that awards one grand-prize winner
5,000 gallons of gas, enough to last
100,000 miles. 

Customers can stop into local
stations to pick up a
Sunoco/NASCAR decal to display
on their cars with the chance that a
“spotter” will stop the driver and
give them a $10 gift card and a
chance to win the grand prize.
Sunoco has 100 percent participa-
tion in the Free Fuel 5000 program
across all of its stations.   
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Pemberton to Depart NASCAR
Competition Post

ROBIN PEMBERTON

SCOTT MILLER





PENSACOLA, FL
- Just two days after
his fast time in qualify-
ing was disallowed,
Christopher Bell
climbed from the 31st
starting position as the
initial winner of the
48th Annual Snowball
Derby.

However, almost
immediately upon
rolling across the

scales in post-race technical in-
spection, the Kyle Busch Motor-
sports No. 51 was disqualified.

The left side weight for Bellʼs car
was at a 58.3% ratio, violating the
limit of 58.0%. Chief technical in-
spector Ricky Brooks mentioned
that he gave the KBM team three
chances to get the left side weight
right this week.

“I have no idea, I really donʼt,” a
rather speechless Bell told
Speed51.com powered by JEGS
upon receiving the news.  “KBM
built a great racecar and it was
fast.  I crossed the finish line first.”

Bellʼs crew chief Chris Gabehart
indicated that they believe the
buildup on the left side tires on the
car was due to Bellʼs victory lap in
which he went the reverse direction
around the half-mile.

“We were paranoid in tech about
how to let the kid celebrate his first
Snowball Derby win, and for good
reason,” Gabehart explained.  “Ob-
viously the left side tires are caked
in rubber from the cool down lap.
He rode around backwards and
had the left sides up in the debris.  I
can promise you we can weigh the
left side tires and they are five
pounds heavier than the others we
had on the car.  No question.”

Brooks told 51 after the race that
this was a case of having a zero-
tolerance policy, and he wasnʼt
buying any sort of excuse from the
Kyle Busch Motorsports team.

“If they were too close, they
shouldnʼt have taken a backwards
victory lap and put rubber on the
tires,” said Brooks.  “Every car had
rubber on their tires, the other two
cars were well within the limits.
They said they burned fuel, well
they pitted on lap 265 and they
were really close on the total weight
at the start of the race, so you canʼt
blame it on fuel burn off.”

Despite the frustration, Gabehart
stressed the importance of the ef-
fort from the team, especially Bell

for having to claw his way to the
front in both the 300-lap race on
Sunday afternoon and the 50-lap
last chance qualifier the day before.

“I think itʼs clear who had the
best car here, and the best driver,
“said Gabehart.  “He came from the
back of a 58 car field, not a 37 car
field, and passed every one of
them for position at least once and
has a small door mark on the left
side of the racecar to show for it.
Letʼs not lose sight what a talent
Christopher Bell is and he is going
to do a lot of great things in this
sport because of the generosity of

Kyle Busch Motorsports and Toy-
ota.”

After technical inspection was
complete, original second-place fin-
isher Chase Elliott was officially
awarded the Tom Dawson Trophy,
ironically two years he was dis-
qualified for using tungsten, hand-
ing KBM Super Late Model driver
Erik Jones the win.

Being in a similar situation be-
fore, Elliott admitted feeling bad for
Bell.

“I think he did a really good job
and he deserves a lot of credit for
getting the job done on the race-
track,” the now two-time Snowball
Derby winner said.  “Iʼve been there
and I know how it feels.  I wanted
to crawl in a hole two years ago.”

Despite the circumstances, El-
liott was satisfied with the perform-
ance that got him to second and
winning such a prestigious race
again before embarking on a full
time NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
career.

“Itʼs special, and to be able to
take that trophy back home it
means a lot,” Elliott remarked.  “Ob-
viously we would have loved to
cross the finish line first.  Thatʼs the
ideal way to do it, but weʼll definitely
take it.”

Zane Smith scored a runner-up
finish in his Snowball Derby debut
with fast qualifier Ty Majeski, 2014
runner-up Dalton Sargeant, and
Super Late Model ace Bubba Pol-
lard rounding out the top five.
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y Bell DQʼed, Chase Elliott
Declared Official Snowball

Derby Winner

Christopher Bell pulls his #51 into technical inspection at Five
Flags Speedway after winning the Snowball Derby. Bell was later
disqualified after the left side weight was above the legal limit.
(www.twitter.com/speed51dotcom photo)Second place finisher Chase El-

liot was named the Snowball
Derby winner after Christopher
Bell was disqualified.
Speed51.com photo)



PENSACOLA, FL
- After years of being
the bridesmaid and
twice losing the lead in
the final 10 laps of the
race, John Hunter Ne-
mechek's heartbreak
in the Allen Turner
Snowflake 100 came
to an end Saturday
night at Five Flags
Speedway (FL).   Ne-
mechek of Morresville,

North Carolina dominated the 100-
lap event en route to capturing the
$7,000 top prize. 

It was a big win that came as a
result of the advice he received
during those two runner-up per-
formances.

"I didn't listen very good to my
Truck crew chief, who is here spot-
ting for me, on lap times the last
two years and it has cost me the
race," Nemechek said.  "It's great
to change that and be patient and it
paid off."

Nemechek led from the get go
and only relinquished the top spot
to fast qualifier Justin South on one
short occasion.  On restarts, he no-
ticeably chose the outside in order
to have the advantage.

"Being able to get the momen-
tum off the corner," Nemechek an-
swered.  "We picked the top
because of the speedy dry at one
point and those guys went into the
corner and got really loose on the
bottom."

The race was slowed by a major
wreck on lap 5 that required
lengthy cleanup and later resulted
in a red flag for a crew member to
service each Pro Late Model's
windshield due to the poor visibil-
ity.  The multi-car altercation took
contenders such as Derek Thorn,
Brad May, and Spencer Davis out
of contention.

Three-time Snowflake 100 win-
ner Chase Elliott stayed within a
close distance of Nemechek but
had to settle for second on this day.

"I think John Hunter just ran a
better race and did a better job of
saving his tires and doing the right
things when it counted," Elliott con-
cluded.

Perhaps the surprise of the day
was Montgomery Motor Speedway
track champion Bret Holmes, who
climbed from 18th to finish third.

"I really think we needed a cau-
tion there, but I guess you could
say we were the dark horse of this

race," Holmes mentioned regarding
the long green flag run that ended
the 100-lap race.  "Nobody ex-
pected us to be a contender in the
top three, and I had all the confi-
dence in the world that we could."

Kenzie Ruston rebounded from
being three laps down at one point
to finish fourth, while Cole Ander-
son put together a strong run to
complete the top-five.  Defending
race winner Bubba Pollard battled
near the front all race long before
fading to sixth.

Davisʼ Truck Turns In
Snowball Weekendʼs

Most Dominant
Performance

PENSACOLA, FL - Steven
Davis laid down the most dominant
effort thus far during Snowball
Derby weekend Saturday night at
Five Flags Speedway, winning the
Better Built Tool Boxes 50 Pro-
Truck feature in a wire-to-wire ef-
fort.

Davis, a Pro Late Model regular
who missed out on making the
Snowflake 100, consoled himself
with a thorough thrashing of the
stout 30-truck field. He earned the
pole with a lap a tenth of a second
faster than second place earlier in
the day in qualifying, and quickly
proved it was no fluke in the fea-
ture. Davis would scoot away rou-
tinely to leads of half a
straightaway, avoiding the wrecks
that inevitably took out some of his
closest chasers.

“Iʼve run a few of these races
now,” Davis told the 51TV cameras

as he emerged from his race truck,
“but this is the first one Iʼve won. I
canʼt thank these guys enough.
This is amazing. I knew we just had
to be smooth and we could win. Es-
pecially on those restarts. I knew
Okie [Mason] would race me hard.
I knew Bubba [Gale] would race me
hard. But I just had to keep the
truck flat to the floor and keep it
straight, and let the truck do what
we do.”

Popular Five Flags personality
Mason finished second with Gale
third. Both agreed in post race that,
despite an intense battle for second
that saw that position get swapped
across multiple restarts, they were
always fighting for runner-up.

“Lots of clean driving tonight [be-
tween the top three],” noted Mason
after the race. “Congratulations to
Steven and them on the win. We
got the truck awfully decent. I had a
lot of friends come here and help
support me, and I donʼt know all
what everyone did to pitch in, but it
was appreciated.”

“I had a lot of fun racing my old

buddy Okie Mason,” said Gale, a
57-year-old veteran who has multi-
ple starts in the Snowball Derby.
“Steven and his guys really had
that truck hooked up. We were a lit-
tle tight, and just couldnʼt get up
there and race with him. Iʼve got to
thank Daivd Jones. He called me
up and put me in his truck at the
last minute and wound up having a
good time.”

Letson, Grill Tangle
Late; Hamrac Wins

Third Straight at Derby
PENSACOLA, FL - Jeff Letson

wanted to put a stamp on an im-
pressive 2015 season. Augie Grill
was gunning for Snowball Derby
history.  But when the checkers
waved, it was Donnie Hamrac in
victory lane for the Modified portion
of Snowball Derby weekend for a
third consecutive year.

Hamrac benefitted from a late-
race tangle between Letson and
Grill, who were battling for the lead.
Grill got the jump on a restart with
five laps to go, but got hooked by
Letson in turn three.

Race officials sent Letson to the
rear for causing the incident, thus
handing the lead over to Hamrac.

“To win a big race like the Snow-
ball Derby once is just awesome,”
Hamrac said. “Twice is unbeliev-
able and to win it three times…you
just canʼt put it in to words. The just
kept taking each other out up front,
and luckily I had a hole to get
through it.”

The 50-lap race was marred by
seven cautions and two red flag pe-
riods, and during the final laps
Hamrac was hoping another inci-
dent wouldnʼt occur.

“I made sure to clean my tires
really well for that last restart, and
was able to get out front,” Hamrac 

(Continued Next Page)
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y Patience Leads John
Hunter Nemechek to

Snowflake 100 Victory Lane

John Hunter Nemechek celebrates in victory lane after capturing his
first Snowflake 100 win. (Bruce Nuttleman/Speed51.com photo)

Steven Davis celebrates with his family in victory lane at Five
Flags Speedway after his dominating performance during the Pro
Truck feature of the Snowball Derby. (Bruce
Nuttleman/Speed51.com photo)



Continued…
said. “I was just wanting to see the
checkered flag, and we finally got
to it.”

Hamracʼs win is his third straight
triumph during Snowball Derby
Week.

Somewhat lost in the Hamrac-
Letson-Grill saga was Korey
Rubleʼs impressive drive from
30th starting position to a runner-
up finish. Ruble was highly disap-
pointed in his time trial effort, but
couldnʼt help but smile after the 50-
lap main.

Rounding out the podium was
Ohio-based wheelman Kyle Purvis.

Like Ruble, Purvis started deep
in the field and picked his way
through the wrecks to bring home
a solid third place run. Purvis fin-
ished third in the 2014 Snowball
Modified race as well.

Frankie Martin was involved is a

scary incident early in the event
due to a reported stuck throttle.
Martinʼs car slammed the wall in
turn one before sliding to halt in
turn two, eventually becoming en-
gulfed in flames. Thankfully, Martin
left the accident scene awake and
alert.

Former Derby
Champion Finds

Snowball Victory Lane
In Super Stocks

PENSACOLA, FL - Dave Mader
III has accomplished a lot during a
long and storied career, but the 60-
year-old champion managed to add
another notch in the record book
with a victory in the Faith Chapel
Funeral Home Super Stock 50 lap
race at Five Flags Speedway Fri-
day night.

“Iʼm the first driver to win the

Snowball in three classes,” a jubi-
lant Mader told Speed51.com mo-
ments after climbing from his car
with a hearty fistpump. “Iʼve won
the Sunday race [1978 Snowball]
and the Saturday race [Pro Late
Model]. But this is my first win in
this class. This is just real special.”

Maderʼs slick looking Super
Stock was clearly the class of the
field from the very start of the day.
While other teams worked hard on
adjusting their cars during practice,
Mader stayed in his street clothes
and took in the competition. When
it came time to qualify, Mader sim-
ply strapped in and obliterated the
old track record with a 17.616 sec-
ond lap.

The race itself, however, would
prove to be Maderʼs toughest chal-
lenge. Despite starting on the pole
and quickly pulling a big lead early,
Mader saw both Patrick Thomas
and Corbitt Moseley mount signifi-

cant challenges for the lead.
Thomas would squirrel by just past
the halfway point with a bold move
through traffic. And then Moseley
would take advantage on a restart
later when Mader bobbled in turn
one.

But in both cases Mader quickly
found his way back to the point,
aided by his closest rivals taking
themselves out as the race wore
down. Thomas slammed the wall
racing Moseley hard for second
and dropped out of the event. A few
laps later, while running second,
Moseley was disqualified from the
event after a number of disagree-
ments with track officials about
race procedures.

From there, Mader simply
cruised to a half-second victory on
Dustin Knowles.

Colin Allman, Todd Jones, and
Joe Bethea rounded out the top-
five.

TULSA, OK - As
Andy Williams sang,
"It's the most wonder-
ful time of the year,"
but let's face it; were
not talking about
Christmas. Almost as
anticipated as the first
night of racing is the
first glimpse at the ros-
ter of Golden Driller
hopefuls.

Taking place Jan-
uary 12-16, 2016 in-
side the River Spirit

Expo Center the list for the 30th an-
nual Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals
presented by General Tire unveils
at 144 entries with a 10 still seek-
ing a driver for hire.

Of the 132 confirmed drivers that
make up the early list, 31 enter as

Chili Bowl Rookies with another 13
drivers having made the cut on Sat-
urday night.

Tracy Hines, currently leads the
A-Feature count at 13. Piloting the
No. 24, Hines will also oversee
three other drivers during the Chili
Bowl with Nick Drake, Chase
Briscoe, and Mark Lowrey under
the stewardship of the 2005 Lucas
Oil Chili Bowl Nationals Champion.

Keeping in line with Indiana driv-
ers, second in A-Feature count on
a still early list of contenders is
Shane Cottle. A best finish of run-
ner-up in his first attempt in 2000.

A trio with five feature starts, Ok-
lahoma's Daryn Pittman will again
wheel the family owned No. 21.
Notching A-Feature start No. 5 in
2015, Arizona's Casey Shuman
looks to make the show again; this

time in the No. 32B for Brian Dun-
lap. Also with five is Pennsylvania's
Steve Buckwalter who last made
the call in 2011.

Skipping four and three, drivers
with a pair of A-Feature appear-
ances include Oklahoma's Brady
Bacon who is slated to jump behind
the wheel of the Frank Man-
afort/Brad Noffsinger No. 76m.
Chris "Critter" Malone will be in the
Seven, LLC No. 7CH. with Don
Droud, Jr. looking to put the Skip
Smith Motorsports No. 44 in the
show on Saturday night.

Drivers entered who are in
search of that second Saturday A-
Feature include Kevin Ramey, Tony
Roney, Andrew Felker, Andrew
Deal, and Shane
Hollingsworth.

While some are
far from Rookies, the
2016 first timer field
stands at 31. One of
the most inspirational

stories in the Rookie class is Indi-
ana's Eric Saunders.

Paralyzed from the chest down
following a Motocross accident just
prior to turning 18, that hasn't
stopped the now 23 year old driver
from pursuing his goals. It was with
the help of Tony Stewart in 2012
that Saunders began racing Micros
at Plymouth Speedway. Utilizing
hand controls, Saunders finally
found victory in 2014. Along with
the Chili Bowl, Eric will get time on
the Tulsa Expo Raceway at the
31st Speedway Motors Tulsa
Shootout, happening December
30, 2015 through January 2, 2016.

To keep on the full list of entries,
log onto www.chilibowl.com.

Dave Mader, a former Snowball Derby champion celebrates his
Super Stock win at Five Flags Speedway. (Bruce
Nuttleman/Speed51.com photo)

Lu
ca

s O
il 

Ch
ili

 B
ow

l
Na

tio
na

ls

First Round of 2016 Chili Bowl
Entries at 144 and Counting

Donnie Hamrac celebrates his Modified win at the
Snowball Derby after Jeff Letson and Augie Grill tan-
gled late in the race. (Speed51.com photo)

Sno
wba

ll D
erb

y



Visit our website for additional info:www.mcsauctions.com
Maria Vannice, Auctioneer Danny Irvin, Auctioneer 

NCAL #8595    NCAL #8657
IN AU10800010 IN AU10800039

Auction Firm License #8623 

Southern Dirt Racers Association
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Martinsville
Speedway

MARTINSVILLE,
VA - For the 15th year,
Martinsville Speedway
is holding its Annual
Christmas Toy Drive,
to benefit less fortu-
nate families during
the holiday season. 

For the second
year in a row, the
speedway will donate
all proceeds and toys
to the Grace Network
of Martinsville and
Henry County. 

“The Christmas
season should be a

time of happiness, not having to
worry where your next meal is com-
ing from or wondering if Santa is
going to visit or not,” Martinsville
Speedway President Clay Camp-
bell said. “We always want to do
our part to bring as much happi-
ness as possible on Christmas
day.”

The Grace Network is a network
of more than 100 churches in the
area that works throughout the year
helping support underprivileged
families in the Martinsville and
Henry County communities. 

“Each day, Grace Networkʼs vol-
unteers work with families who are
struggling to overcome a financial
crisis that, without our assistance,
may cause them to lose their
homes or their utilities because of
a job loss or a major medical event
that has spiraled these families into
debt which they canʼt emerge
from,” Executive Director of Grace
Network Tracy Hinchcliff said.
“These families face worries and
stress that most of us canʼt com-
prehend. To have a toy or a special
present to open at Christmas might
seem like a small thing, but for a
family at risk, it can be huge.”

The toy drive will start with on-
line auctions, hosted on eBay. The
auctions will begin on Friday, De-
cember 4 and run through Decem-
ber 12. The items include many
autographed items from NASCAR
personalities such as Jeff Gordon,
Richard Petty and Dale Jr., along
with Hot Passes to the STP 500
race weekend.

On Saturday, December 12,
people can come to the speedway
and get five minutes around the fa-
mous “Half-Mile of Mayhem” in
their personal car, with a $10 dona-
tion or a new, unwrapped, un-
opened toy of the same value.

The first 25 people to donate
$50 can ride with along with Clay
Campbell in a stock car. 

Santa will make an appearance

at the track from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and the Famous Martinsville
Speedway Hot Dog™, coffee and
hot chocolate will be available for
purchase.

NASCAR returns to Martinsville
Speedway April 1-3, 2016 for the
STP 500 race weekend. 

The weekend starts on Friday,
April 1, with Virginia Lottery Pole
Day and the Camping World Truck
Series will return on April 2.

The STP 500 is on April 3. The
race will mark the first short-track
on the schedule and is the first race
back on the east coast after the
“west-coast” swing.

Tickets are on sale now and can
be purchased by calling
877.RACE.TIX or online at
www.martinsvillespeedway.com.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Fans whoʼve

dreamed of taking a few laps
around the Sonoma Raceway road
course can turn those fantasies into
reality, as the Sonoma Chapter of
Speedway Children's Charities
(SCC) hosts the 3rd annual Laps
for Charity event on Saturday,
Jan.16.

Race fans and community mem-
bers are invited to drive their very
own vehicle for a few laps around
the challenging track, all in the
name of charity.

This unique experience includes
a pre-lap safety briefing with pro-
fessional drivers, three lead-follow
laps around the 12-turn, 2.52-mile
circuit and a picture of your car on
track. Cost is just $150, and all pro-
ceeds benefit kids in need through
Sonoma County youth organiza-
tions.

Speedway Childrenʼs Charities,
the charitable arm of Sonoma
Raceway, has distributed more
than $5.1 million to Sonoma
County youth groups since 2001.

A limited number of spots in half-
hour increments are now available
between 11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 16. Participants
must be 18 years old or older, and
passengers are not permitted. All
cars must have shoulder strap seat
belt restraints, mufflers and pass a
basic technical inspection. For
more information or to register for
your spot, visit sonoma.speedway-
charities.org/events/laps_for_char-
ity/ or contact Cheri Plattner at
cplatter@racesonoma.com.

Dover International Speedway
Thereʼs still time to take advan-

tage of Dover International Speed-
wayʼs Preferred Pricing Program.
Through Dec. 14, fans can save as
much as $39 off tickets for the May

13-15 NASCAR tripleheader week-
end at the Monster Mile.

To reserve seats for 2016 with
just a 10% deposit, call 800-441-
RACE to schedule a payment plan.

Also, fans can save as much as
$42 on the FanVision Plus Pack-
age before Dec. 14. Included in the
package is a FanVision rental, one
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series ticket
for Sunday, May 15 and one Track-
side Access pass.  

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT:
Buy the perfect present for the
NASCAR fan on your list with
Dover International Speedwayʼs
2015 Holiday Gift Package.

Available through Dec. 14, the
package includes two NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series tickets for either
the Sunday, May 15 race or the
“AAA 400” on Sunday, Oct. 2, a
diecast car and one holiday-
themed box.

Purchase your Holiday Gift
Package with spring or fall
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series tickets
today.

3-DAY TICKET DISCOUNTS:
Fans who plan to attend all three of
the Monster Mileʼs races during
one of our 2016 NASCAR triple-
header weekends can save at least
$75 by taking advantage of the
trackʼs 3-Day Ticket package.

Guests can save $20 on their
Friday ticket, $15 on Saturday and
receive another discount for Sun-
day, depending on their seat selec-
tion. Buy early to receive the best
deals on NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries tickets for Sunday, May 15 or
the “AAA 400” on Sunday, Oct. 2.
Call 800-441-RACE to secure your
3-Day Ticket plan.

SAVE ON RV CAMPING: Dover
International Speedway guests
who bring their RVs to Lots 6 and
10 can save up to $50 on their
spaces by reserving their spots
early.

Through Dec. 14, RV spaces in
Lots 6 and 10 are just $50. Call
800-441-RACE to make your RV
reservation today.

ULTIMATE FAN PASS IS
BACK: The Monster Mile is once
again providing behind-the-scenes
access to the mandatory driver and
crew chief meetings for our two
2016 NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series races.
Availability is limited
and a grandstand
ticket is required to
purchase the pack-
age.

COME SEE
SANTA IN VICTORY
LANE: Bring the fam-
ily out to the Monster
Mile on Saturday,

Dec. 12, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to
get your photo with Santa Claus
and the famous Monster Trophy in
Sunoco Victory Lane.

All attendees will receive a free
ticket to the Friday, Sept. 30
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
race at Dover International Speed-
way! Donate a new, unwrapped toy
to Toys for Tots to be entered for a
chance to win four 3-day ticket
packages for the May 13-15
NASCAR tripleheader weekend,
plus four Trackside Access passes
for the Sunday, May 15, 2016
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race.

For directions and more infor-
mation, click here or call 302-883-
6561.

MONSTER MILE YOUTH NA-
TION: Race fans 14 and younger
can learn about NASCAR and be-
come members of Doverʼs Monster
Mile Youth Nation for an annual
membership of $20. Benefits in-
clude a FREE FanVision rental for
one race weekend, a FREE wel-
come gift, a VIP area in the Mon-
ster FunZone for members to
socialize and exclusive access to
race weekend activities. To learn
more call 800-441-RACE to be-
come a member.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Day-

tona International Speedway (DIS)
announced today that Tullyʼs Cof-
fee and Papa Johnʼs International,
Inc. (NASDAQ: PZZA) will estab-
lish new branded locations at the
Speedway as part of the amenities
associated with the $400 million
DAYTONA Rising redevelopment
project. The new locations, each
measuring 650 square feet, will be
featured on the concourse levels
and include customized branding
and activation for each company.

“For the first time ever, weʼre
thrilled to offer dedicated locations
for our restaurant partners,” Day-
tona International Speedway Pres-
ident Joie Chitwood III said. “These
leading brands will provide ele-
vated dining options for fans at our
new motorsports stadium.”

Papa Johnʼs, the world's third-
largest pizza delivery company, will 
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feature four locations
within the stadium.
The branded locations
will be operated by the
local Papa Johnʼs
franchisee group, QS
America, LLC.

“We at Papa
Johnʼs are honored to
be a part of DAYTONA
Rising, an incredibly
important redevelop-
ment project and one
of Floridaʼs most
iconic sites,” David
Steenekamp, Presi-
dent of the Papa
Johnʼs franchisee

group, QS America, LLC. “Soon
motorsport fans at the Daytona In-
ternational Speedway will be able
to cheer on their favorite driver and
enjoy the Papa Johnʼs pizzas they
know and love.”

In addition to its new location at
DIS, Tullyʼs Coffee, a leading spe-
cialty coffee retailer and whole-
saler, will become the official coffee
of the “World Center of Racing.”

“DAYTONA Rising represents
one of the finest sports and enter-
tainment projects in the world,” said
Michael J. Avenatti, Chairman of
Global Baristas, parent company of
Tullyʼs Coffee. “We are honored
and thrilled to be a part of it and
look forward to providing our pre-
mium coffees to hundreds of thou-
sands of fans in the years to come."

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Speedway

Children's Charities-Texas Chapter
continued its legacy of giving to
North Texas non-profit organiza-
tions during Tuesday evening's an-
nual tree lighting and grant
ceremony at Texas Motor Speed-
way and in the process surpassed
the $10 million milestone in grants
distributed since the organization
was established in 1997. 

The organization, created to as-
sist non-profit organizations in im-
proving the lives of children in
North Texas, celebrated the historic
mark in grand fashion by awarding
$300,000 in grants to local organi-
zations, illuminating the North
Texas sky with a spectacular fire-
works display and lighting "The
Tallest Living Christmas Tree In
Texas" presented by Ben E. Keith
Foods. The 66-foot tall Douglas fir
tree from Montana was decorated
with 10,000 LED lights, oversized
ornaments and topped with a 4'x4'
gold star to officially signify the start
of the holiday season at Texas
Motor Speedway. 

Texas Motor Speedway Presi-

dent Eddie Gossage received
some assistance in lighting the tree
from Santa Claus and children rep-
resenting some of the non-profit or-
ganizations that SCC services.
Earlier, Santa made a grand en-
trance as he showed up on a pallet
of money representing the $10 mil-
lion Speedway Children's Charities
has awarded through the years that
was on a forklift guided to the stage
by the "The Great American Sweet-
hearts!"

The Foundation for the Callier
and Communication Disorders at
the University of Texas at Dallas
was honored as the 14th recipient
of Speedway Children's Charities'
prestigious Founder's Grant. Since
2009, Speedway Children's Chari-
ties has awarded the Founder's
Grant to assist North Texas non-
profit organizations with capital im-
provement projects. 

This year's Founder's Grant, to-
taling more than $146,000, will help
transform how the organization
serves children with communica-
tion disorders. The grant will pro-
vide funding for the construction of
a state-of-the-art sensory motor
gym at the new Callier Center in
Richardson. The facility is sched-
uled to open in August of 2016. 

"This structured space will be a
specially designed area for children
with speech, language and hearing
disorders to develop sensory, com-
munication and motor skills in a
fun, non-threatening environment,"
Executive Director of the Callier
Center for Communication Disor-
ders Dr. Tom Campbell said. "With
bright, colorful walls, covered
swings, ball pits, and climbing
walls, this stress-free place will be
a remarkable benefit for our deliv-
ery of therapy to children. We are
tremendously grateful to Speedway

Children's Charities for making this
possible."

In addition to the Founder's
Grant, Speedway Children's Char-
ities distributed additional grants
ranging from $9,500 to $46,000 to
the following: Camp iHope (Plano),
Cook Children's - Fort Worth, Ki-
wanis Children's Clinic of Denton,
Mary Crowley Cancer Research
Center (Dallas), PediPlace
(Lewisville), University of North
Texas Science Center (Fort Worth) 
Speedway Children's Charities had
several media personalities that
have helped the organization over
the years present the additional
grants including KXAS NBC-5
Sports Director Newy Scruggs and
veteran radio personalities Norm
Hitzges of 1310 AM and 96.7 FM
The Ticket, Jody Dean of KLUV
98.7 FM and Justin Frazell of 95.9
FM The Ranch.  

In a salute to longtime Dal-
las/Fort Worth sportswriter Richard
Durrett, who passed away sud-
denly last year at the age of 38,
Speedway Children's Charities and
Texas Motor Speedway will be pro-
viding Christmas for two families
impacted by the newly created Do
It For Durrett Foundation. TMS and
SCC announced that it will handle
Christmas preparation in its entirety

for two families by decorating the
inside and outside of their homes,
providing gifts for under the tree
and a gift card to purchase an ex-
pansive holiday meal.

The first family surprised was
that of Jason Dugger, a long-time
employee of the Dallas Morning
News who passed away in 2014
leaving behind his wife Lauren and
two small children. The second was
Kelly Durrett, Richard's widow, and
her three children. 

Kelly has been instrumental in
the creation of the Do It For Durrett
Foundation, which focuses on rais-
ing funds for North Texas working-
class families that have been
impacted by a sudden loss.
Richard was a sportswriter at the
Dallas Morning News, serving as a
beat writer for motorsports and the
Texas Rangers before moving to
ESPNDallas.com and ultimately
advancing to co-host a daily sports
talk show on KESN-FM ESPN
Radio.

Speedway employees will be
decorating their homes next week.

The Christmas festivities also in-
cluded performances by members
of the Doubletake Dance Studio in
Hurst and Speedway Children's
Charities-Texas Chapter President
Scott Murray presenting the Dick
Cerza Award and President's
Award during the program. Texas
Motor Speedway Vice President of
Operations Mat Stolley and his staff
earned the Dick Cerza Award for
their continued support of the char-
ity and Corey Polinsky received the
President's Award as the organiza-
tion's top volunteer.

The evening of giving culmi-
nated with the distribution of 100 bi-
cycles and helmets to children
representing A WARM Place and A
Wish With Wings. The bikes were
presented as an early Christmas
present compliments of Speedway
Children's Charities board mem-
bers Chalmer and Karen
McWilliams, George and Linda
Campbell and Cherie and Ron Ro-
denburgh. 

Speedway Children's Charities-
Texas Chapter has continued to
touch the lives of children across
North Texas by raising funds pri-
marily during the speedway's three
major race weekends. To illustrate
the Speedway Children's Charities
impact on North Texas, the grand-
stands of Texas Motor Speedway
could be filled 18 times with the
number of children that have bene-
fited from the organization's sup-
port. 

For more information on Speed-
way Children's Charities, please
visit www.speedwaycharities.org.
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KXAS Sports Director Newy
Scruggs looks on as children flip
the switch to light the tree during
the Speedway Children's Chari-
ties Tree Lighting and Grant Cere-
mony. (Ron Jenkins/Getty Images
for Texas Motor Speedway photo)

Joshua Allen, 11, smiles after
picking up his new bike and
helmet. (Ron Jenkins/Getty Im-
ages for Texas Motor Speedway
photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- Pro All Stars Series
(PASS) President Tom
Mayberry and event
promoter Renee
Hackett are pleased to
announce an exciting
partnership that will
see the creation of a
new series featuring
the popular Tour-type
Modifieds.  The South-

ern Modified Racing Series Pre-
sented By PASS will launch itʼs
inaugural season in 2016 and will
feature the Tour-type Modifieds rac-
ing on some of the Southʼs most
historic speedways.  The inaugural
season will see the Southern Mod-
ified Racing Series Presented By
PASS competing tentatively in 10
events, several of which will pair
the new Modified division with the
PASS South Super Late Models in
an unprecedented series of races.  

The first Southern Modified Rac-
ing Series Presented By PASS is
tentatively scheduled for Saturday,
March 26, 2016, at Hickory Motor
Speedway as part of the 11th An-
nual Easter Bunny 150 weekend.
The Southern Modified Racing Se-
ries Presented By PASS will also
race with the PASS South Super
Late Models and the NASCAR Late
Model Stocks at Anderson Motor
Speedway on Friday night, June
17, 2016.  The inaugural Southern

Modified Racing Series Presented
By PASS champion will be crowned
on Friday night, November 4, 2016,
at Concord Speedway, the night
prior to the 14th Annual North-
South Shootout.  The PASS Super
Late Model National and PASS
South Super Late Model champi-
ons will be crowned the following
day at Concord as part of the
North-South Shootout.

“After a lot of inquiries from
teams and drivers over the last sev-
eral weeks, the Pro All Stars Series
is happy to team up with Renee
[Hackett] and her staff in the cre-
ation of the Southʼs most exciting
new series,” said PASS President
Tom Mayberry.

“We believe the Southern Modi-
fied Racing Series Presented By
PASS, coupled with the PASS
South Super Late Models at a num-
ber of venues, will give fans the op-
portunity to see the two most
powerful divisions in short track
racing competing together in some
definite ʻcanʼt missʼ action.”

Renee Hackett has long shared
a passion for short track racing, but
the Tour-type Modifieds in particu-
lar.  She believes the partnership
with PASS will give fans a truly
unique motorsports experience.

“I think by working with Tom
[Mayberry] and with what he has
established over the last 15 years
in short track racing that the South-

ern Modified Racing Series Pre-
sented By PASS will be a huge
success right off the bat,” said
Renee Hackett of the Southern
Modified Racing Series Presented
By PASS.  “The drivers and teams
have asked for this series and we
believe that everyone, especially
the fans, are in for something big in
2016.”

Rules, along with the complete
2016 schedule for the Southern
Modified Racing Series Presented
By PASS, will be coming soon.  For
more information, please go to
southernmodifiedracingseries.com,
or check out the Southern Modified
Racing Series Presented By PASS
on Facebook and Twitter.  For fur-
ther inquires, please contact Renee
Hackett at 336-302-5803.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway and PASS Southʼs
Easter Bunny 150 at the historic
Hickory Motor Speedway.

For technical information con-
cerning all PASS divisions please
send all questions to passrac-
ing@roadrunner.com.  For media
or marketing questions, please
contact Alan Dietz at 704-231-2039
or alandietzpass@live.com.  And,
donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

P.A
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Southern Modified Racing
Series Presented By PASS
Ready To Launch In 2016

UNADILLA, GA -
On Sat., Dec. 12,
NASCAR driver David
Ragan and Feed the
Children will provide
400 pre-identified fam-
ilies in Unadilla and
surrounding communi-
ties in Dooly County
with food and essen-
tials. The distribution
will take place at State
Bank & Trust (2206
Pine St.) from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m.

Because hunger
cannot be defeated alone, Feed
the Children's partner agency, The
Lord's Pantry sponsored by Vienna
Methodist Church, has pre-identi-
fied families who will each receive a
25-pound box of food; a 10-pound
box of much-needed necessities
like shampoo, conditioner, lotion,

and personal-care items; and a box
of assorted Avon products. The
items will be distributed in front of
the State Bank & Trust. Ragan and
his family will be on hand to greet
the recipients and help with the dis-
tribution.

Local partners that helped make
this event possible include State
Bank & Trust, Lee Harris, Sheriff
Craig Peavy and the Dooly Coun-
try Sheriff's Department, and Open
Hearts Thrift Store. Volunteers from
the Jr. Beta Club of Fullington
Academy and representatives from
each local partner will help with the
distribution.

This event is one of many that
Feed the Children has planned
across the country. Instead of wor-
rying about having enough to eat,
thousands of kids can just be kids
this year. In Dooly County alone, 29
percent of families live below the

poverty line. Often, these children
are unsure where they will find their
next meal.

"I am excited to partner with
Feed the Children and The Lord's
Pantry to help provide meals for
400 families in my hometown of
Unadilla and Dooly County," said
David Ragan.

"During the Waltrip Brothers
Charity Championship event, I met
the Feed the Children group and
learned how they can impact a
community like mine. During this
Christmas season, it will be a
blessing to provide help for families
in need."

"We believe that no child should
go to bed hungry in a land where
there is plenty of food," said Travis
Arnold, Feed the Children Interim
CEO/President and COO. "But the
reality is, millions of boys and girls,
right here in our own backyard,
face this hardship every day.
Thanks to our generous partners,
David Ragan, The Lord's Pantry

and State Bank & Trust, today we
are able to help these families rest
a little easier knowing they do not
have to worry about where their
next meal is coming from."

Feed the Children believes that
it can create a world where no child
goes to bed hungry. Since 1979,
Feed the Children has grown into
one of the largest U.S.-based char-
ities. It is accredited by GuideStar
Exchange and the BBB Wise Giv-
ing Alliance, maintains a 4-star rat-
ing from Charity Navigator, and is
also a member of InterAction.
Through its network of agencies,
Feed the Children distributed more
than $344 million in food, essen-
tials, educational supplies, and
medicine, impacting close to 9 mil-
lion individuals in the U.S. and
more than 4.9 million individuals in-
ternationally, for a total of 13.9 mil-
lion individuals globally in fiscal
year 2014.

Visit www.feedthechildren.org
for more information.

The Southern Modified Racing Series presented by PASS starts
their inaugural season in 2016 with at least 10 races planned.
(PASS photo)
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David Ragan Partners with Feed the
Children to Bring Hope



SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS has officially re-
leased the 2016
Schedule for the
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by
JEGS. The
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
2016 season will con-
sist of 16 total races,
with 15 of those being
point events. 2016 will

be the 20th season of competition
for the Template Super Late Model
touring series that first raced in
1997. 

The 2016 racing season kicks
off with the traditional non-points
opener for both the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS
and the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
with SpeedFest 2016 at Water-
melon Capital Speedway in
Cordele, Georgia on Saturday-
Sunday, January 30 & 31. The
ARCA/CRA Super Series race will
be a 200 lap event, counting yellow
flag laps up to lap 175, with a
halfway break at lap 100 for teams
to make adjustments and change
tires. This event has traditionally at-
tracted the best Super Late Model
drivers from both the North and the
South in this early season battle. 

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
will then kick off its 2016 point sea-
son on Friday-Saturday, April 8th-
9th at the famous Fairgrounds
Speedway in Nashville. The event
will be a co-sanctioned event with
the Southern Super Series, the se-
ries last competed at Nashville in
2013 in the All American 400 event
that was also a co-sanctioned
event with the Southern Super Se-
ries, that was won by NASCAR
driver Chase Elliott. The ARCA
Racing Series Presented by
Menards will also be in action in
that event.

The series will then head north
to Toledo Speedway, located in
Toledo, Ohio in a co-sanctioned
event with the ARCA Midwest Tour
on Saturday, April 16th. From there
the series will travel to Anderson
Speedway, located in Anderson, In-
diana, on Saturday, May 7th, the
first of two events on the fast quar-
ter mile oval.  

The series will then head to Baer
Field Speedway in Fort Wayne, IN
on Saturday, May 21st, that track
returned to the series schedule in
2015 after several seasons. From

there the series will go to Illiana
Motor Speedway on Sunday, May
29th of Memorial Day Weekend, for
the Chicagoland Showdown event
that will be co-sanctioned with the
ARCA Midwest Tour. 

The series will then return to
Berlin Raceway on Saturday, June
18th for the Battle at Berlin 251
event with its huge purse. The se-
ries will then head to Columbus
Motor Speedway, located in
Columbus, Ohio on Saturday, June
25th. 

On Saturday, July 16th, the se-
ries returns to Anderson Speedway
for the traditional Redbud 300 bat-
tle on the fast quarter mile. The se-
ries will then be part of an ARCA
Doubleheader event on Friday, July
22nd at the famed Lucas Oil Race-
way, located just outside of Indi-
anapolis, Indiana. The ARCA
Racing Series Presented by
Menards will also be in action in
that event. That event will be the
first of two series events at Lucas
Oil Raceway.

The series will then head back to
Ohio to Spitzer Motor Speedway,
located in Mansfield, Ohio, the se-
ries last raced at Spitzer Motor
Speedway in 2005 when it was
called Mansfield Motor Speedway.
The series had two events at that
track that season with Boris Ju-
rkovic and former series Champion
Bobby Parsley going to victory lane
in those events.

The series will then head to
Kalamazoo Speedway located just

outside of Kalamazoo, Michigan to
be part of the famous Kalamazoo
Klash event on Wednesday, August
10th. The series stays in Michigan
for its next event at Flat Rock
Speedway in Flat Rock on Satur-
day, August 27th.  

The series will then make its first
of two visits to the famous High
Banks of Winchester Speedway lo-
cated in Winchester, Indiana for the
traditional World Stock Car Festival
over Labor Day Weekend, with the
feature event on Monday, Septem-
ber 5th. 

The series will then join all of
their CRA counterparts for Fall
Brawl 2016 at Lucas Oil Raceway
on Saturday-Sunday, September
24-25th. The ARCA/CRA Super
Series will crown their 2016 Tour
Champion with the 45th Running of
the prestigious Winchester 400 on
Sunday, October 9th, in its second
visit of the season to Winchester
Speedway.

For more information about all
four touring seriesʼ within Cham-
pion Racing Association Powered
by JEGS, please go to the series
website at: www.cra-racing.com.
You can also follow CRA on Face-
book at: www.facebook.com as
well as Twitter at:
www.twitter.com/CRAracing.

CRA & SSS Join Forces for
Huge Nashville Show

MACON, IL - Officials from the
Champion Racing Association, the
Southern Super Series, and Track
Enterprises, the promoting entity
for the April ARCA event at Fair-
grounds Speedway Nashville, have
announced a huge two-day show

that will take place in April of 2016.
The weekend will see two days of
racing for the two Super Late
Model series, as they join the
ARCA Racing Series presented by
Menards in the early season event.

Last year, Track Enterprises
brought the ARCA Racing Series
back to Nashville for the first time
in 20+ years.  Along with ARCA, the
Southern Super Series ran a 100-
lap event that saw 26 cars put on a
thrilling race.  NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series driver, Daniel
Hemric, claimed the win in exciting
fashion.

This year, the ARCA/CRA Super
Series powered by JEGS will be
added to the weekend show for a
can't miss event.  Friday, April 8 will
see a doubleheader, featuring point
races for both series.  Those
events will also be qualifiers for the
Saturday, April 9 combined
North/South Super Late Model
challenge.

The weekend will be capped off
by a 200-lap ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards feature
event.  The 2015 race was won by
eventual series champion Grant
Enfinger. The Menards Pole Award
went to Kyle Weatherman.

In 2016, the ARCA Racing Se-
ries will once again have their 200
lap feature on Saturday, April 9.
The Super Late Models will have
hotlaps, qualifying, and their re-
spective point races on Friday, with
a combined event Saturday. 

For further information, visit
w w w. t r a c k e n t e r p r i s e s . c o m ,
www.southernsuperseries.com,
www.cra-racing.com, or www.fair-
groundsspeedwaynashville.com.
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Schedule Released



Purvis Powers
To NASCAR

Division II Crown
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - In the
second closest
NASCAR national
championship in 2015,
Columbus Motor
Speedwayʼs Kyle
Purvis came out on
top in the NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series Division II
standings.

Bested only by
Kyle Buschʼs one-
point victory over
Kevin Harvick in the

Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup,
Purvis edged Utica-Rome Speed-
wayʼs Rocky Warner by a mere two
tallies for NASCARʼs second-tier
weekly division national crown.

Purvis, of Marion, Ohio, regis-
tered five wins and top fives in all
19 starts behind the wheel of his
No. 13 Farm Transport Chevrolet to
take home the modified division
title at Columbus 1715-1634 over
Shane Shirk.

“Shane (Shirk) was a tough car
to beat this year,” Purvis said.
“Where we gained on everyone
was that we were just so consis-
tent. We werenʼt trying to win any
races on the first lap, we were try-
ing to finish all the races and put
good finishes in. Our worst finish of
the entire season was fifth and the
rest were third and above.”

As those consistent good fin-
ishes piled up, so did his points in
the Division II national standings. 

“We knew that Rocky (Warner)
was having just as great of a year
as we were, but we really didnʼt
serve following the points closely
until towards the end of the year,”
Purvis said. “We were doing pretty
well at the beginning of the season
just because all of our consistent
first and second place finishes. To-
wards the end it became a nail-
biter with all of his races coming on
as we were dropping bad races off.

“It was definitely close. It came
down to our last race of the year to
determine who won it.”

The final score for the NASCAR
Division II championship ended up
485-483. Just one position on the
track from any point during the sea-
son is all that separated Purvis and
Warner for the crown.

Purvis, 28, waited to get his start
in asphalt stock car racing until he
was winding up his education. A
2011 graduate of Ohio State Uni-
versity, he began competing
weekly at Columbus in 2010. By
day he owns and operates rental

properties and puts his agricultural
business degree to use by helping
manage a 9,600-head pig farm.

Although he was influenced by
family, Purvis didnʼt have a direct
line to stock car racing prior to
launching his career six years ago.
Both his grandfather and father
drag raced, and Purvis had the rac-
ing bug like them, but he wanted to
do something different. He began
at the .333-mile Columbus oval in
the crazy compact division and
progress up to modifieds as well as
late models, which he also com-
petes in these days on a regular
basis.

Purvis owns his own car and his
father, Kenny, serves as the crew
chief. Longtime friend Tyler Snyder
was also a key member of the op-
eration while Purvisʼ mother, Kathy,
and girlfriend, Alyssa Brown, pro-
vided support for the team each
and every week. Associate spon-
sorship for the No. 13 Farm Trans-
port Chevrolet included
Wasserbeck Speed Shop, M&M
Motor Head Service, Sports on
Tap, Your Custom Graphics and
JVM Racing.

Although he won more than a
quarter of his races with numerous
other podium finishes during the
campaign, confirmation of clinching
the Whelen All-American Series Di-
vision II championship was the
highlight of Purvisʼ season.

“I think the best part was when
NASCAR called to officially con-
gratulate me as the national Divi-
sion II champion,” Purvis said.
“That was the neatest moment be-
cause I was able to get off the
phone with them and call my dad
and all of the people that spon-
sored me to let them know we were
the champions. That was pretty
neat.”

Purvis will now be honored for
his NASCAR Division II crown
along with other division, track and
state/province champions from
across North America as part of the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Awards on Dec. 11 at the Char-
lotte Convention Center and
NASCAR Hall of Fame in Char-

lotte, North Carolina.
Columbus will hold its own 2015

Awards Banquet and recognize
Purvisʼ accomplishments as well as
that of its other Whelen All-Ameri-
can Series weekly divisions on Jan.
9 at Berwick Manor Party House in
Columbus.

Brown Crowned NASCAR
Whelen All-American

Series Division IV
Champion

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - A third-
generation driver, 15-year-old
Grant Brown has achieved a family
first: A NASCAR national champi-
onship.

The Prior Lake, Minnesota, teen
became the first in his family to win
a title when he was crowned the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Division IV champion while rac-
ing at Elko Speedway in
Minnesota. 

“It feels really good to be the
champion,” said Brown. “We came
a really long way in a short period
of time. It wasnʼt handed to us, we
worked really hard and earned the
title. It was a cool experience and a
fun ride.”

Brown earned six wins, 15 top
fives and 18 tops 10s and the track
championship in Elkoʼs Pepsi Pow-
erstock division, a title he was gun-
ning for after coming close to
winning it last year during his rookie
season. 

At the end of last season, Brown
was tied with Nick Oxborough in
the division standings with 922
points. Brown ended up losing to
Oxborough via the trackʼs
tiebreaker; Oxborough had three
wins to Brownʼs none.

“It was a pretty good season for
us,” Brown said of his 2015 run.
“We had six feature wins and four
heat wins and we were consistent.
We lost the track championship last
year, so we wanted redeem our-
selves this year and earn some
wins to avoid a similar situation.”

There to help along the way was
Brownʼs dad, Doug, a fellow Elko
competitor and four time track

champion in the trackʼs Big 8 Divi-
sion. 

“My dad always gives me solid
advice,” said Brown. “He gives me
tips on how to get better and how
to beat the competition. When I
started to move up and battle for
both titles, he would tell me to be
consistent and that I didnʼt need to
wreck to win, I just needed to fin-
ish.”

He also had his grandfather for-
mer racer, Doug LeFebvre, in his
corner as well.

“My grandfather raced in the
early 90s,” Brown said. “He came
out to the track a couple of times
this season, but he always sup-
ported and offered advice when I
needed it.”

Brown followed in his dad and
grandfatherʼs footsteps and began
competing in quarter midgets when
he was just 5 years old. He moved
up Elkoʼs ranks over the years and
won their Bandolero division title in
2012.

When heʼs not at the race track
winning national titles, Brown is a
normal teenager. He is attending
high school and making plans for
his future. Heʼs previously won a
scholarship to the University of
Northwestern Ohio, and if racing
doesnʼt pan out, he plans to attend
in order to study the business side
of racing.

In fact, he found out he was the
national champion while he was at
school and most of his peers didnʼt
even know he was competing for
the title.

“My dad sent me the text while I
was at school,” said Brown. “He
sent me a phone number and said
I needed call. I spoke with some-
one at NASCAR and they told me I
was the Division IV champion, then
I went back to class.

“Most of my classmates were
and still are unaware. Only my
friends knew I was competing for a
track and national championship.
So the day went on as normal.”

NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Division II through V drivers
are ranked by their best 14
NASCAR points finishes in series-
sanctioned events. Drivers receive
two points for every car they finish
ahead of – up to 18 cars – and
three points for a win, with an addi-
tional two points available if the
driver starts 10th or lower.

Brown finished with 470 points,
to edge defending champion AJ
Sanders (464) and Glenn Forward
(462). Sanders races at North Car-
olinaʼs Bowman Gray Stadium and
Caraway Speedway, while Forward
competes at New Yorkʼs Utica-
Rome Speedway. 
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Kyle Purvis visited Columbus Victory Lane in five of 19 modified
features during the 2015 season. (REES photo)



Canyon
Speedway Park

PEORIA, AZ - The
Askrens Trucking Holi-
day Hustle 100 kicked
off Saturday atop the
1/3-mile Canyon
Speedway Park clay
oval with track cham-
pion Matt Martinez and
Wisconsinʼs Justin Ja-
cobson picking up
wins to earn front row
starting positions in
Sundayʼs $5,000-to-
win Pure Stock vs.
IMCA Stock Car 100-
lapper.

While Martinez and Jacobson
bested the Pure Stock ranks in the
event run in the memory of Desiree
Marie Goodwin, it was Mike Kilian
and Steve Soboski earning front
row starting positions for the
$1,000-to-win 50-lapper for the
Renegades vs. IMCA Hobby
Stocks while Martinez also picked
up a $500 victory in the 20-lap Au-
tocross feature.

After Minnesotaʼs Andrew Al-
tenburg bested the 33-car Arizona
Differential Pure Stock vs. IMCA
Stock Car field in qualifying, Mar-
tinez defended his home turf by
winning the first 15-lap Shootout
Qualifier from the front row outside
ahead of fellow CSP regulars Chris
McCurdy, Jr., and Zack Madrid
while Jacobson took full advantage
of the pole position to take the sec-
ond Shootout win in front of George
Fronsman and Coloradoʼs Aaron
Spangler.

Chuck Thornton topped the 30-
car Scottsdale Muffler & Automo-
tive Renegades vs. IMCA Hobby
Stock field in qualifying before Mike
Kilian raced from sixth to win the
first Shootout ahead of Jason
Crowe and Joe Peterson with
Steve Soboski then rallying from
eighth to top the second Shootout
in front of Tate Allen and John
Romero.

Spitzer Motor Speedway
MANSFIELD, OH - Full Throttle

Racing Promotions LLC is excited
to announce that they have
reached an agreement with Grant
Milliron to operate The Spitzer
Motor Speedway for the 2016 sea-
son.  Full Throttle Racing Promo-
tions President is Mike Yunker and
the Competition Director is Chris
Mize.  Ohioʼs legendary short track
driver Gary St. Amant will be in-
volved with the promoting of the
Spitzer Motor Speedway as well. 

Excitement is building as the
schedule is under way and

changes are being made to the ad-
missions, website and all social
media pages. The emphasis this
season is on the quality of racing
which enhances the car count.  Full
Throttle Racing Promotion LLC is in
the process of securing 9 featured
events as well as a biweekly Friday
night compact series with three di-
visions.  In addition to the race
schedule there are also going to be
3 sanctioned Bullriding Events by
Southern Extreme Bull Riding As-
sociation. The new management is
pleased to see this state of the art
facility coming back to life for fans
to come and enjoy events.  Fans
can watch social media pages and
webpage for upcoming announce-
ments for schedule and purse
structure. For more information,
fans can follow twitter.com/spitzer-
speedway and facebook.com
/spitzermotor.speedway.

Franklin County Speedway
CALLAWAY, VA - Moonshine

Capital Promotions announced
today that with their return to
Franklin County Speedway the
change to Sunday evening racing
will be made for the 2016 schedule.

Moonshine Capital Promotions
had tested the waters with Sunday
racing back in 2014 with success
and now will stage most every
event in the 2016 season on Sun-
day evenings.

"This is an exciting time for us,"
said promoter Langley Austin.
"Sunday's were scary for us in

2014 because Franklin County
Speedway had raced on Satur-
day's for so long that we didn't
know what the change would
bring.  We found out fast that Sun-
day was the day to race here.  Our
Sunday crowds and car counts
topped anything we did on Satur-
day's in both 2014 and 2013."

Austin says that he knows the
change is going to be one that will
be debated by fans and teams alike
but he thinks it's the right decision
and direction for the track.

"Some people work Saturday,
some people work on Sunday.
Some people go to church on Sun-
day, some go on Saturday.  There's
not a day of the week that's perfect
but our success in 2014 showed us
that the change to racing on Sun-
day's was the best choice."

"I think it's going to be a big suc-
cess. It opens the door to where no
matter whether you race some-
where else on Friday or Saturday
that you can come compete with us
on Sunday.  We virtually have no
competition on Sunday's as far as
short track racing goes.  No one
races on Sunday's around here

even though it's been proven suc-
cessful in different places around
the country."

The season will open with a two-
day show on Saturday, March 19th
and Sunday March 20th with the
Spring Thaw.  The event will fea-
ture around 12 divisions of racing
over the course of the two day
event culminating with a big Late
Model feature race on Sunday.

"The Spring Thaw should help
get our season started right," com-
mented Austin.  "It's a little earlier
than the track has opened in the
past but it gives us ample time to
prepare and teams ample time to
get ready for it.  The two-day show
will also give us a chance to show-
case some of our new divisions as
we try to build for the future.  It'll be
an event fans won't want to miss."

A detailed 2016 schedule will be
released soon but we have in-
cluded all of the tentative dates
below.  Rules for most all divisions
have been posted on our website
at www.FCSpeedway.com.

If you need more information on
Franklin County Speedway or
Moonshine Capital Promotions
please visit our website at www.FC-
Speedway.com, visit us on Face-
book at Franklin County Speedway
- Moonshine Capital Promotions,
on twitter at @franklincoswy or call
276.613.4208.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The 2016

edition of the Selinsgrove Speed-
way Motorsports Show at the
Susquehanna Valley Mall in Selins-
grove is slated to run Sunday, Feb.
21 through Saturday, Feb. 27.

Throughout the week-long show,
fans will have the opportunity to
check out all the new race cars as
well as visit with drivers represent-
ing a variety of divisions during reg-
ular mall hours. Speedway officials
will also be on hand to answer
questions, hand out 2016 race
schedules, and renew season re-
served seats. 

The season kick-off ceremony
will be held in the mallʼs center
court at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, when
Dan Foss of Foss Jewelers in
Selinsgrove will present the gold
championship rings to the speed-
wayʼs 2015 track champions. 

Race teams can register their
cars by emailing publicrela-
tions@selinsgrovespeedway.com.
There is no fee to participate in the
show. 

For a complete schedule when it
becomes available, the latest
news, results, and race status, visit
selinsgrovespeedway.com or follow
us on Twitter and Facebook.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Looking

for that special gift for that special
race fan on your Christmas shop-
ping list? Or perhaps you are just
weekly short track racing fan look-
ing to make yourself happy with a
great gift. A season pass for every
Saturday night NASCAR stock car
racing event at Grandview Speed-
way during the 2016 season may
be just the gift you are looking for.
The Bechtelsville, PA one-third-
mile, banked clay oval will be pre-
senting its 54th consecutive
season of auto racing under the
promotion of the Rogers family.

For just $350, no increase in the
price over the 2014 and 2015 sea-
son, a 2016 Grandview Speedway
season pass offers a guaranteed
seat for each exciting Saturday
night of auto racing entertainment.

Again in 2016 the Saturday night
shows will feature the highly com-
petitive T.P.Trailers NASCAR 358
Modifieds, the exciting BRC Late
Models and the popular Sportsman
stock cars in action plus a special
attraction from time-to-time.

Included in the season pass is
the Forrest Rogers Memorial pre-
sented by Pioneer Pole Buildings,
the Firecracker 40 Late Model
event, the classic Freedom 76 for
Modifieds racing for at least
$25,000 to win along with other
special Saturday events.

Each season pass holder is en-
titled to a reserved seat, of his or
her choice, for the season and
avoids having to stand in the ticket
line. 

A check in the amount of $350
should be sent for each season
pass being ordered. Make the
check payable to Grandview
Speedway and mail to 87 Wilt
Road, Bechtelsville, PA 19505.
Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope for convenience
in getting the season pass returned
to you.

Again in 2016 Grandview will
present the Saturday night
NASCAR stock car racing events
along with the midweek special
Thunder on the Hill events pro-
moted by Bob Miller and Bruce
Rogers.

The traditional free-to-the-
public practice session will kick off
the season on Saturday, March
26th at noon.

Information on marketing
through motorsports at Grandview
(program book ads, event sponsor-
ships, billboards and more) can be
had by contacting Ernie Saxton at
215.752.7797 or 267.934.7286.
Emails will reach him at Esax-
ton144@aol.com. 
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Canyon Speed-
way Park

PEORIA, AZ - An-
drew Altenburg, Jason
Crowe and Matt Mar-
tinez each took top
honors in Sundayʼs
Holiday Hustle finale
that finished off 2015
racing action atop the
1/3-mile Canyon
Speedway Park clay
oval.

Altenburg took the
$5,000 winnerʼs share
in the Askrens Truck-
ing “Holiday Hustle
100” Arizona Differen-

tial Pure Stock vs. IMCA Stock Car
finale, Crowe collected the $1,000
winnerʼs share in the 50-lap Scotts-
dale Muffler & Automotive Rene-
gades vs. IMCA Hobby Stock main
event and Martinez picked up an-
other $500 Autocross triumph.

After setting quick time in Satur-
dayʼs qualifying action, Minnesotaʼs
Altenburg raced from ninth in Sun-
dayʼs 100-lap Pure Stock main
event to capture the $5,000 win-
nerʼs share ahead of George Fron-
sman.  Race Fisher rallied from
12th to round out the podium with
Bo Partain and Tony Hill rounding
out the top five.

Matt Martinez and Justin Jacob-
sen won Saturdayʼs Shootout Qual-
ifiers after Altenburg set quick
time.  Jacobsen was the first casu-
alty in the 100-lapper with Martinez
also not making it the full distance.

A runner-up finisher in Satur-
dayʼs Shootout Qualifier action in
Renegades, Jason Crowe took the
$1,000 victory from the third posi-
tion ahead of pole starter Mark Kil-
ian with Ben Soboski, 14th-starter
Mark Farnes and Merle Zachrison
also in the top five.

Chuck Thornton set quick time in
Saturdayʼs Renegade qualifying
before Kilian and Steve Soboski
topped Shootout Qualifier action. 

Martinez raced from the pole po-
sition to capture his second $500
Autocross victory in as many days,
this time taking the checkered flag
ahead of Gilbert Madrid, Marlowe

Wrightsman, Johnny Madrid and
Bryson Curry.

With the 2015 season officially in
the books at Canyon Speedway
Park, the off-season will be a brief
one with five nights of Winter Chal-
lenge action firing off Friday night,
January 22, with ensuing rounds of
action on January 23, 24, 29 and
30.

Stafford
Motor Speedway

STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -
Stafford Speedway has 2016 Sea-
son Tickets available at big savings
to the race teams and fans.  All
season ticket packages remain the
same price for the fourth consecu-
tive year.  Plan ahead and enjoy an
early buy discount on Season Pad-
dock, Reserved, General Admis-
sion, and Kids Club passes by
purchasing before December 15th.
Season ticket package prices in-
clude 10% CT Admission Tax.  

Stafford Speedwayʼs Season
Paddock Passes offer the greatest
deal of savings when compared to
buying a ticket at the pit gate each
week.  In 2015 race teams saved
over $400 per season pass.  With
the early buy discount price of $399
before Dec. 15, Season Paddock
Passes offer a savings of over
50%.  

Season Paddock Passes are
also the most versatile season
pass, offering access to Staffordʼs
Paddock Area as well as general
admission seating in the main
grandstand area.  The Season
Paddock Pass increases to $449
after Dec. 15 and $499 after March
16, 2016.  Season Paddock
Passes also come with an option to
upgrade the pass to include a re-
served seat in the main grandstand
in addition to paddock access.  The
reserved seat upgrade price is
$50.00 for all three price levels.

Stafford Speedwayʼs General
Admission season tickets are
priced at $299 if purchased before
Dec. 15 a savings of over 40% ver-
sus purchasing a ticket each week
at the main gate.  After Dec. 15, the
price increases to $329 and after

March 16, 2016, the price in-
creases to $359.  General Admis-
sion tickets offer a seat anywhere
in the main grandstand that isnʼt
designated for reserved seating.

Stafford Speedwayʼs Reserved
Seat season tickets are priced at
$349 if purchased before Dec. 15 a
savings of  37% versus purchasing
a ticket each week at the main
gate.  After Dec. 15, the price in-
creases to $379, and after March
16, 2016 the price increases to
$409.  Reserved Seat tickets offer
a seat in either the Gold Stadium
Chairback section of the main
grandstand or the top row, which is
row 25.

For kids age 6 to 14 a general
admission Stafford Speedway Kids
Club pass is available.  The pass
includes admission to the 2016
NASCAR race event, a free tee-
shirt and an invite to watch a cou-
ple of feature events from the turn 4
VIP tower.  The Kids Club Pass is a
$110 value and it is priced at $60
for a savings of 45% if purchased
before Dec. 15.  After Dec. 15, the
price increases to $70 and after
March 15, 2016 the price increases
to $75.

The 2016 Stafford Motor Speed-
way schedule consists of 22
events, with 20 Friday night events
and two weekend events.  The
2016 schedule will play host to four
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
events, three Valenti Modified Rac-
ing Series events, and the U.S.
Legend Cars will be on hand for 14
events.  As a new addition to the
schedule of events, there will be
two special Wild Thing Kart races
as part of Friday night action for the
first time ever.  There will be a Sen-
ior Champs race on July 1 and a
Junior Outlaw race on July 22.
Each of Staffordʼs five NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series divi-
sions will once again have the op-
portunity to race extra distance
events.

Stafford Motor Speedwayʼs sea-
son ticket information, as well as
seating chart diagrams, are avail-
able on the trackʼs website located
at www.staffordspeedway.com.
Season Ticket info can be found by
clicking the season ticket photo on
the homepage in the
set of rotating im-
ages, clicking the
BUY TICKETS but-
ton found on the top
right hand side of the
homepage, or by
moving your mouse
over the Store but-
ton on the home-
page. 

Order forms can

be mailed to Stafford Motor Speed-
way, P.O. Box 105, Stafford
Springs, CT 06076.

For more information about
Stafford Motor Speedwayʼs season
ticket packages, or to order a sea-
son ticket package, contact
Stafford Motor Speedway at (860)
684-2783 or visit us on the web at
www.staffordspeedway.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway will present a spe-
cial “Friday Night Lights” racing
program in 2016 featuring the pop-
ular 410 sprint cars at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, June 10! The first Friday night
410 sprint car race at the track in
10 years will be highlighted by a
25-lap main event! 

The latest 410 sprint car date at
Selinsgrove for next season is due
to Williams Grove Speedwayʼs an-
nouncement this week of the
United States Auto Club (USAC)
Silver Crown Champ Cars appear-
ing at the Grove on June 10. 

TJ Stutts of Liverpool, the
speedwayʼs defending Mach 1
Chassis 360 sprint car champion,
was the last driver to win a Friday
night 410 sprint car race at Selins-
grove on March 24, 2006. In fact,
Stutts won back-to-back Friday
night 410 sprint car events that
year with a victory the previous
week on March 17 while driving
Gary and Patti Beamʼs No. 88. 

The June 10 race will be the first
of two special events at the historic
Snyder County oval over the early
June weekend. Selinsgrove will
also host the finale to the Ap-
palachian Mountain Late Model
Speedweek Series on Sunday,
June 12. There will be no racing on
Saturday, June 11. 

Other 410 sprint car dates at
Selinsgrove in 2016 will include the
All Star Circuit of Champions Sun-
day, April 24; PA Speedweek Finale
Sunday, July 3; and the Jim Nace
Memorial National Open Saturday,
Sept. 17. 

For a complete schedule when it
becomes available, the latest
news, results, and race status, visit
selinsgrovespeedway.com or follow
us on Twitter and Facebook
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The racer of Andrew Altenberg is parked in Canyon Speedway
Parkʼs victory lane with a $5,000 check on it to celebrate his win-
ning of the Holiday 100. (Canyon Speedway Park photo)


