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D A Y T O N A
BEACH – The lure of
sports-car racing has
always been tempting
for NASCAR drivers.
Now you can add
seven-time champion
Jimmie Johnson to the
long list of stock car
drivers who continues
to accept the chal-
lenge of a twice-
around-the-clock race.

Johnson will join Action Express
Racing in the No. 48 Cadillac
DPiV.R. His co-drivers will
be 2019 Indianapolis 500
winner Simon Pagenaud,
two-time Rolex 24 at Day-
tona winner Kamui
Kobayashi and former Day-
tona and LeMans winner
Mike Rockenfeller in a sec-
ond Action Express car.

Action team manager
Gary Nelson, the former
NASCAR Cup Series Director, last
week confirmed the formation of
second car for the Jan. 30-31 on
the 3.56-mile Daytona International
Speedway road course.

“Weʼve been talking to Jimmie
about running with us for many
months,” Nelson said. “It all came
together in November with the sup-
port of Hendrick Motorsports and
their tremendous partner, Ally.

“Jimmie has a lot of experience
at Daytona, not only on the oval,
but turning into the infield as well.
Simon brings a lot of endurance ex-
perience and Kamui adds a wealth
of car setup knowledge and speed
to the car. We won the Rolex 24
with Mike in 2010, so he is familiar
with how we operate. I would like to
thank fellow IMSA competitor Paul
Miller for sharing the 48 number.
Weʼre looking at having a great 10
days in Daytona starting with the
Roar Before the 24.”

The Cadillacs have won the last
four sports car marathons, includ-
ing in 2018 when Action Express
won with its No. 5 Mustang Sam-
pling prototype.

The other three Cadillac wins
were by Wayne Taylor Racing, but
Taylor switched to the Acura ARX-
05 after Penske Racing withdrew
from the series.

Taylorʼs void will be filled by Chip
Ganassi Racing. The organization
thatʼs won a record six 24-hour
races at Daytona will return in a
Cadillac with drivers Renger van

der Zande and Kevin Magnussen.
Additional drivers will be selected
later, but Ganassi has a long list of
candidates from his NASCAR and
IndyCar teams, including four-time
Daytona winner Scott Dixon, Kurt
Busch, Alex Palou, Marcus Erics-
son and Tony Kanaan.

Johnson retired last month as a
fulltime NASCAR driver after win-
ning 83 of 686 starts. He will race
in selected IndyCar events in 2021,
as well as the 24-hour race in Day-
tona.

Next monthʼs race will be John-
sonʼs 10th career sports
car start. Eight came at
Daytona and one came in
2010 at Watkins Glen In-
ternational.

“The Rolex 24 At
Daytona is one of the
marquee races in the
world,” Johnson said. “Itʼs
such a challenging event
for both team and driver

and requires such a high level of
concentration throughout. Itʼs just
such a fun and unique race to com-
pete in. This will be the first time
Iʼve raced with Action Express and
have been very impressed with the
team and its preparation.

“Iʼm also excited to have Ally on
board and to be co-driving with
Simon, Kamui and Mike, who are
three world-class drivers with ex-
perience in this race and the DPi
class. Iʼve finished second in this
event, so Iʼm looking forward to try-
ing to get on the top step in 2021.”

Johnson will try to join A.J. Foyt,
Mario Andretti and Jeff Gordon as
the only drivers to win the Daytona
500 at 24 Hours of Daytona.

He also will try to join the ever-
growing list of prominent stock-car
drivers to win the Daytona sports
car race. Kyle Larson, Jamie Mc-
Murray, Juan Pablo Montoya, Kyle
Busch, Kurt Busch, A.J. All-
mendinger, Dale Earnhardt, Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Clint Bowyer,
Michael Waltrip, Mark Martin,
Casey Mears, Paul Menard, John
Andretti, Darrell Waltrip and Tony
Stewart all have appeared in Day-
tonaʼs 24-hour main event.

Car owner Rick Hendrick said
he expected Johnson and newly-
crowed Cup Series champion
Chase Elliott to be in the 24-hour
race.

“Both of our guys, Chase and
Jimmie, will be in the 24�hour race,
so I'm looking forward to that,” Hen-

drick said during Elliottʼs post-race
celebration.

Hendrick then quickly back-ped-
dled.

“Maybe I jumped the gun on
that. I'm not 100% sure. I heard a
rumor, okay, so I can't confirm that.”

Elliott hasnʼt slowed down in
NASCARʼs three-month break. He
finished third in last Sundayʼs
Snowball Derby at Five Flags
Speedway, and heʼs scheduled to
drive a Midget in next monthʼs Chili
Bowl Nationals at the Tulsa Expo
Center.

The son of 1988 NASCAR
champion Bill Elliott, hasnʼt yet con-
firmed his plans to race at IMSAʼs
season-opener. Bill Elliott won the
smaller GTO Class in the 1987 24-
hour race.

The Roar Before the Rolex 24
open practice session is scheduled
for Jan. 22-24 and it includes the
Motul Pole Award 100 qualifying
race to determine the starting grid
for the Rolex 24.

The Rolex 24 At Daytona will
take the green flag on Jan. 30 at
3:40 p.m.
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Jimmie Johnson met with the media in February of 2020 at Day-
tona International Speedway. It was concerning his last Daytona
500 as he was retiring from NASCAR Cup Series racing. He will be
back for the Rolex 24 in February, 2021. (JARED TILTON/GETTY
IMAGES photo)



Does anyone
have the slightest idea
how difficult it is to sit
down and write your
final column of the
year? Itʼs tough every
year, but 2020 has
been a different chal-
lenge for everyone.
Little did anyone know
when they traveled to
Daytona Beach,
Florida in February
that 2020

would present the most
difficult year of motor-
sports in history. Now, the
challenge is how to ade-
quately summarize the
season.

The 2020 NASCAR
season was running
smoothly with competitive
and entertaining races
until the tour made their
first of two stops at
Phoenix Raceway on the weekend
of March 8th. Atlanta was to be the
next race, but complications from
the COVID-19 virus threatened to
put a halt on the racing action.
Teams and crews were assembled
in Atlanta when the word came
from NASCAR that the weekend
races would be postponed. The
COVID-19 virus was spreading and
running rampant throughout most
of the eastern states of our country.
All events were postponed and the
sport of NASCAR, along with al-
most every other sport and activity
came to a screeching halt.

It wasnʼt until May 17th at Dar-
lington when NASCAR would crank
those engines and resume racing
action. Seventy days without rac-
ing, not only NASCAR, but most
short tracks around the country.
The pandemic basically put a hold
on daily life as we knew it. How-
ever, during the “down period” of no
racing, NASCAR was putting to-
gether a revised schedule and plan
to continue the 2020 season. 

A comprehensive and detailed
plan of action was put into force
when the teams traveled to Dar-
lington. A limit of team and crew
members for every entry. Virus test-
ing was conducted at the track as
well as social distancing as much
as possible. Extreme safety meas-
ures were enforced and security
became a priority.

Obviously, no fans, or at best a
very limited number, were permit-
ted in the infield or grandstands.

Only the “essential” team mem-
bers, safety personnel, and
NASCAR officials were allowed on
the premises. Even the radio and
television networks broadcasting
the races were under strict guide-
lines. For television, the booth an-
nouncers were in a studio while
only a limited number of pit re-
porters were “on location” at the
track. Only essential radio and tel-
evision crewmembers were actual
present at events.

As for the racing
action, an obvious
change to each
trackʼs schedule
would reduce the
possibility of expo-
sure to the virus. No
practice or qualifying
for any division was
allowed. Teams
would just show up
at the track, unload,
go through inspec-

tion, lineup on the starting grid and
race. 

The media, both local and na-
tional, also had strict rules and reg-
ulations for each event. A
cooperative effort between the Na-
tional Motorsports Sports Associa-
tion and NASCAR developed a
system where only a limited (usu-
ally two or three media) number of
press would be allowed at each
race. A designated media member
would post notes from each track
and make available through e-mail
or social media to their fellow press
members. Race updates as well as
interview quotes would be circu-
lated to those media members who
could not be at the track. Certainly,
a different way to cover each race,
but, as it turned out, pretty effective.

I mentioned the schedule had to
be revised in order for each of the
major divisions of NASCAR – Cup,
Xfinity, and Gander Trucks – to
complete the necessary races prior
to the start of the playoffs. In fact,
the schedule was released in seg-
ments in order to accommodate
tracks and to achieve the total
number of events. The Cup Series
ran five races in two weeks once
they resumed action on May 17th.
In June, Cup ran six events; July,
five; August, seven.  Once the play-
offs started, a “normal” schedule
was utilized.

As difficult and challenging as it
was to schedule and complete reg-
ular-season and playoff races,
NASCAR was able to crown three

champions at Phoenix in early No-
vember. Absolutely amazing, but
they pulled it off.

When you look at the three
champions crowned at Phoenix, all
of them have something in com-
mon. Each champion was under
the age of twenty-five. Each cham-
pion was winning their first
NASCAR title in their respective di-
vision. And, as has been the case
in recent years, each champion
won the final race to earn their
crown. And, it should be noted that
this was the first year that “Cham-
pionship Weekend” was held in
Phoenix.

Sheldon Creed from Alpine, Cal-
ifornia captured the Gander RV &
Outdoors Truck Series title in only
his second full season in the series.
The 23 year-old won five races in
ʼ20 and battled Zane Smith, Grant
Enfinger, and Brett Moffitt at
Phoenix for the title.

Austin Cindric captured his first
Xfinity Series title this season, best-
ing Chase Briscoe, Justin Allgaier,
and Justin Haley in Phoenix on
Championship Saturday. The 22-
year old from Mooresville, North
Carolina won five races this sea-
son, only his third season in the se-
ries.

Dawsonville, Georgia is not new
to hosting a champion. Bill Elliott
won the NASCAR Cup Champi-
onship in 1988. This year, Chase
Elliott, Billʼs 25 year-old son, cap-
tured his first NASCAR Cup Series
Championship. Elliott outraced
Brad Keselowski, Joey Logano,
and Denny Hamlin at Phoenix to
earn his crown. In his fifth full sea-
son of NASCAR Cup racing, Elliott
won five times on his path to the
title.

While crowning three “new”
champions in 2020 was exciting
and memorable, there were also
“off-track” news items that certainly
captured the national spotlight. So-
cial issues dominated the news for
months. Rioting and violence
throughout our country headlined
the news daily. NASCAR Cup Se-
ries driver Bubba Wallace was very
vocal and led the movement for
racial equality. As the only Africian-
American full time Cup racer, Wal-
lace received an overwhelming
show of support from his fellow
competitors. NASCAR made the
move to ban the Confederate Flag
at their tracks. NASCAR competi-
tor Kyle Larson made a racial slur
during an I-Racing event held on-
line and suffered the conse-
quences for his actions. Larson lost
his ride at Ganassi Racing as well
as being suspended by NASCAR.
Larson also lost the support of

many of his sponsors and market-
ing partners as a result of this inci-
dent. Fortunately, Larson has been
reinstated and has a new ride for
2021 with Hendrick Motorsports.

Any discussion about the 2020
NASCAR season would not be
complete without mentioning Jim-
mie Johnson. Johnson said that
this year would be his final year of
full time racing in NASCAR. The
seven-time champion had high
hopes for his final season, but un-
fortunately, did not make the playoff
list. However, his legendary and
historic career will make Johnson
one of the greatest drivers ever in
the sport. His seven champi-
onships ties Richard Petty and
Dale Earnhardt for the most in Cup
history. He was the first to win five
championships consecutively
(2006-2010). He added two more
in 2013 and 2016 to tie Petty and
Earnhardt. Johnson made his first
up start at Charlotte in 2001 driving
the #48 Hendrick Chevrolet. He
won his first race on April 28, 2002
at Auto Club Speedway in Fontana,
California. In 2009, Johnson was
named the Associated Press Male
Athlete of the Year – the only race
car driver to ever win this presti-
gious award. An avid runner, John-
son competed in the 2019 Boston
Marathon and finished in a remark-
able 3 hours, 9 minutes, and 7 sec-
onds. In his NASCAR Cup Series
career, Johnson won 83 races.
And, Johnson recently announced
that he will drive for Ganassi Rac-
ing in twelve Indy Car races in
2021. He will compete on the road
course and street races, but not the
ovals.

The sport of NASCAR will cer-
tainly miss Jimmie Johnson. How-
ever, his legacy and contributions
to the sport will last forever. Con-
gratulations Jimmie Johnson on a
great NASCAR career.

The old saying goes, “When one
door closes, another one opens”.
Iʼm almost certain that many of us
will bid 2020 “Goodbye” later this
month and look forward to 2021.
The future is certainly uncertain,
but I wish everyone a Merry Christ-
mas and A Happy New Year.
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DENNIS PUNCH

FasTrack will be
back in January,

2021 with the news
of the upcoming
racing season.

Happy
Holidays!



By The Numbers:
NASCAR Completes
Full Season Amidst

Global Pandemic
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - As
NASCARʼs Most Pop-
ular Driver Chase El-
liott sailed his No. 9
Chevrolet across the
Phoenix Raceway fin-
ish line to capture his
first NASCAR Cup Se-
ries championship,
several more numbers
came into focus, none
more important than
this one: 36. 

Together, the
NASCAR industry accomplished
the improbable, completing a full
36-race NASCAR Cup Series
schedule, making it the only major
sport to complete a full season in
2020. Not only did NASCAR run
every race despite several chal-
lenges presented by the COVID-19
pandemic, NASCAR saw numer-
ous positive trends both on and off
the track. 

On the track, the sport enjoyed
some of the most competitive rac-
ing in years, evidenced by an in-
creased number of passes, both for
the lead and throughout the field. 

The intense racing led to view-
ership on television remaining sta-
ble during the most competitive
television landscape in history,
while NASCARʼs social and digital
metrics enjoyed several increases
across its platforms.

Finally, positive buzz around
NASCARʼs brand is trending 25%
higher than last year, a testament
to the incredible strides the sport
made to get back to racing under
incredibly challenging circum-
stances. 

Below is a full “by the numbers”
look at milestones from NASCARʼs
2020 season.

Statistical Superlatives:
• 23.3 – Average age of

NASCARʼs national series champi-
ons: Cup Series, Chase Elliott
(24.11); Xfinity Series, Austin Cin-
dric (22.1); Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series, Sheldon Creed (23).

• 1,190 – Green flag passes for
the lead in the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries, second-most in the past 14
seasons.

• 20.0 – The average number of
lead changes per NASCAR Cup
Series race, the most since 2014
(21.17).

• 20 – Number of races with a
margin of victory of less than a sec-
ond, most since 2014. 

• 1988 – The last year that
NASCARʼs Most Popular Driver

won the championship (Bill Elliott).
• 4 – NASCAR transitioned from

a series entitlement model to a pre-
mier partner model that welcomed
four global leading brands as pre-
mier partners – Busch Beer, Coca-
Cola, Geico and Xfinity.

• 3 – Three new teams have an-
nounced they will enter the
NASCAR Cup Series in 2021, in-
cluding 23XI Racing owned by
Michael Jordan and Denny Hamlin.

COVID-19 Protocols:
• 90,391 – Health questionnaires

returned from essential personnel
who enter the race track.

• 102,347 – Documented tem-
peratures taken from essential per-
sonnel. 

• 45,100 & 39,000 – Number of
cloth and disposable masks pur-
chased to help essential personnel
combat the virus while in-venue.

• 205 – Number of thermometers
purchased for at-track health
screenings.

• 2 – Pulse oximeters purchased
to be used at secondary screening
locations.

• 64 – Gallons of high-grade dis-
infectant solution purchased to dis-
infect the garage area.

In-Venue:
• 94 – National Series races con-

ducted in 2020, completing the en-
tire schedule.

• 5,000 – First responders and
military personnel invited to attend
the first sporting event with fans at
Homestead-Miami Speedway on
June 14. 

• 1969 – The last year NASCAR
introduced three new venues to a
NASCAR Cup Series schedule.
The 2021 NASCAR Cup Series
schedule will introduce three new
racetracks and two new layouts at
iconic venues.
Fan Engagement (Television & Dig-
ital)

• 3.058M – Average viewers on
television of the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries, off just -2% year-over-year
during one of the most competitive
television landscapes in history. 

• +1% – NASCAR viewership
was up across races 2 thru 36 (ex-
cluding a rain impacted DAYTONA
500) – consistently bringing a sta-
ble audience each weekend. 

• +11 – On FS1, weekday edi-
tions of "NASCAR Race Hub" were
up 11% this season compared to
2019 (show started back on Jan.
27).

• 190+ – NASCAR content was
distributed in over 190 countries
and territories.

• +7% – Total visits to
NASCARʼs digital platform rose
+7% from 2019. 

• +10% – Increase in the amount

of time fans are spending on
NASCARʼs digital platforms on
race days.

• +56%   – NASCAR social media
engagements have increased sig-
nificantly. 

• 18% – Increase in NASCAR
Mobile App downloads year-over-
year.

• 30% - @NASCARonFOX
recorded a +30% increase over
2019 with more than 431 million
views across Facebook, Twitter, In-
stagram and YouTube.

• 8.6M - Video of drivers pushing
Bubba Wallaceʼs car to the front of
the grid at Talladega is FOX Sportsʼ
most-watched Twitter video of all
time on any account with 8.6 million
views.

• 140+ – Live races aired in
debut season of OTT platform
TrackPass on NBC Sports Gold.

eNASCAR:
• 6 – eNASCAR iRacing Pro In-

vitational Series events on FOX
and FS1 that rank as the highest-
rated esports TV programs of all
time.

• 2M – New unique viewers
(people who had not previously
watched NASCAR in 2020) that
tuned into the seven eNASCAR
iRacing Pro Invitational Series
events on FOX and FS1.

Sports Betting:
• 3 – Deals brokered with sports-

betting operators (Penn National
Gaming, BetMGM, WynnBET).

• 1st – NASCAR became the
first league to join responsible bet-
ting campaigns with the American
Gaming Association and National
Center for Responsible Betting.

Licensing:
• 10 – Chase Elliotʼs first Cup

Series title resulted in the most
first-day merchandise sales of any
NASCAR champion in the last 10
years.

• +78% – Overall NASCAR
Shop Sales are significantly up
year-over-year / since NASCARʼs
return to racing in May, NASCAR
Shop Sales are +147% year-over-
year.

The NASCAR Foundation to
Host Virtual High Speed Hold

ʻEm Poker Tournament
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - In

2021, The NASCAR Foundationʼs
Betty Jane France Memorial High
Speed Hold ʻEm Poker Tournament
traditionally held in Daytona Beach
during Daytona Speedweeks Pre-
sented by AdventHealth will transi-
tion to a virtual partnership with
World Poker Tour®. The high
stakes evening, hosted online on
January 13, will feature NASCAR
Cup Series champions Brad Ke-

selowski, Kyle Busch and Martin
Truex, Jr., professional poker stars
Maria Ho and Phil Hellmuth, and
actor Michael Rooker, among other
celebrities and participants. 

The final table will be streamed
at a later date to be determined,
with Maria Ho serving as host and
commentator. A silent auction and
donation drive will round out the
eventʼs programming. 

“This year has certainly pre-
sented its challenges,” stated The
NASCAR Foundation Chairman
Mike Helton. “But it has also cre-
ated new opportunities and we are
very excited to host our first virtual
poker tournament allowing greater
participation as we raise funds to
help the children in our racing com-
munities.” 

Utilizing the World Poker Tourʼs
online sweepstakes-based poker
platform, ClubWPT™, the tourna-
ment will allow for two playing
styles to happen simultaneously –
Sit and Go tables and Multi-Tables.
The final table will feature six play-
ers including two NASCAR Cup
Series drivers, one professional
poker player, one celebrity and two
participants. Participating NASCAR
Cup Series drivers will have a
chance to earn funds for their char-
ities with the first place finishing
driver receiving a $25,000 dona-
tion, the second place finishing
driver a $15,000 donation and the
third place finishing driver a
$10,000 donation.

“The World Poker Tour looks for-
ward to extending its online poker
partnerships on ClubWPT with The
NASCAR Foundation for this
event,” said Adam Pliska, CEO of
the World Poker Tour. “Philanthropy
is top of mind at the WPT®, and the
WPT Foundation along with its $27
million raised since 2012, is part-
nering with The NASCAR Founda-
tion to raise awareness for a great
cause and provide a safe environ-
ment to play.”

Proceeds from the tournament
benefit The NASCAR Foundationʼs
Speediatrics Childrenʼs Fund, a
program that aims to provide health
care resources and wellness pro-
grams for children.

For more details on sponsorship
opportunities and participation,
please visit NASCARfoundation.
org/poker.

Josh Williams wins NMPA
Pocono Spirit Award

NASCAR XFINITY Series driver
Josh Williams has won the National
Motorsports Press Associationʼs
third quarter Pocono Spirit Award.

The NMPA Pocono Spirit Award
is designed to recognize character
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and achievement in the face of ad-
versity, sportsmanship and contri-
butions to motorsports. The NMPA
membership selects quarterly re-
cipients as well as an overall win-
ner each year. The award is
sponsored by Pocono (Pa.) Race-
way and has been presented an-
nually since 1992.

Jimmie Johnson to Run
Rolex 24

Jimmie Johnson will hit the track
with his signature No. 48 for the
Rolex 24 race this January at Day-
tona International Speedway.

The seven-time NASCAR Cup
Series champion will start for the
eighth time at the 24-hour event. In
conjunction with Action Express
Racing and Hendrick Motorsports,
Johnson will rev his engine in a No.
48 Ally Cadillac DPi-V.R.
The last time Johnson raced in the
Rolex 24 was in 2011 when he and
his team placed 15th. He will help
field a crew consisting of drivers
Simon Pagenaud, Kamui
Kobayashi and Mike Rockenfeller.

Jimmie Johnson Wins National
Motorsports Press

Associationʼs
Myers Brothers Award

Seven-time NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Jimmie Johnson is
the winner of the 2020 National
Motorsports Press Associationʼs
Myers Brothers Award, the NMPA
announced on Tuesday.

Presented annually since 1958,
the award, named in honor of for-
mer NASCAR competitors Billy and
Bobby Myers, recognizes individu-
als and/or groups who have pro-
vided outstanding contributions to
the sport of stock car racing. Each
year, the NMPA Myers Brothers
Award winner is selected by a vote
of the NMPA membership.

"What an honor!" Johnson said
when he learned of the award. "The
Myers Brothers have been such a
big part of this sport. Every year as
I sat through the luncheon at the
banquet, I was always so proud of
the winners of this award, and to be
the recipient of the 2020 award
truly humbles me.

"Iʼm so proud and thankful and
appreciate those who voted. What
a great surprise."

As he retires from his role as a
full-time driver for Hendrick Motor-
sports, Johnson also leaves behind
a legacy that includes a record-
tying seven Cup titles and 83 victo-
ries in NASCARʼs premier series,
tied with Cale Yarborough for sixth
on the all-time list.

But Johnson will be remem-
bered equally for his consummate

grace under the intense pressure of
competition, his friendly and ac-
commodating manner and his en-
gagement with the communities he
has called home through the chari-
table works of the Jimmie Johnson
Foundation.

"I think the thing about Jimmie
through all that, heʼs the same Jim-
mie Johnson," team owner Rick

Hendrick said when asked to reflect
on Johnsonʼs 20-year career.
"Never a cross word with him.
Never asked him to do anything
that he didnʼt do.

"Heʼs just a guy, never hear him
say anything about anybody else.
Heʼs as close to perfect as you can
get to be a competitor that can do
what he can do on the race track.
Just a super individual."

Josh Williams Wins NMPA
Pocono Spirit Award

NASCAR XFINITY Series driver

Josh Williams has won the National
Motorsports Press Associationʼs
third quarter Pocono Spirit Award.

The NMPA Pocono Spirit Award
is designed to recognize character
and achievement in the face of ad-
versity, sportsmanship and contri-
butions to motorsports. The NMPA
membership selects quarterly re-
cipients as well as an overall win-
ner each year. The award is
sponsored by Pocono (Pa.) Race-
way and has been presented an-
nually since 1992.

Dale Earnhardt Jr., Steve Kinser
to be Inducted into NMPA Hall

of Fame Class of 2021
Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Steve

Kinser will be inducted into the Na-
tional Motorsports Press Associa-
tion Hall of Fame class of 2021.
Due to COVID-19 pandemic con-
cerns, the induction ceremony will
take place concurrently with the
Class of 2022 on a date to be an-
nounced later.

The inducteesʼ stories of accom-
plishment are quite interesting.

Earnhardt Jr. is a third-genera-
tion driver, following in the foot-
steps of his grandfather, Ralph
Earnhardt and his father, seven-
time Cup Series champion Dale
Earnhardt. During his 19-year ca-
reer in the Cup Series, Earnhardt
Jr. collected 26 victories (including
two Daytona 500 wins), 149 top
fives, 260 top 10s and 15 pole po-
sitions in 631 starts. He also has 24
Xfinity Series wins along with 70
top fives, 94 top 10s and 10 pole
positions.

He has been voted NMPA Most
Popular Driver 16 times. He is cur-
rently co-owner of JR Motorsports
and has won Xfinity Series champi-
onships in 2014, 2017 and 2018
with drivers Chase Elliott, William

Byron and Tyler Reddick.
Kinser won 20 championships in

the World of Outlaws (WOO) Se-
ries during a long and successful
career. He collected 577 feature
victories in World of Outlaws com-
petition as well as a record 12 vic-
tories at the Knoxville Nationals,
considered the equivalent in the se-
ries to NASCARʼs Daytona 500.
Kinser logged a record 56 feature
wins in 1987, including 46 of 69
World of Outlaw events. All told, he
has 755 victories to his credit in
Sprint Car competition. Kinser also
made five Cup Series starts in
1995 with team owner Kenny Bern-
stein.

Earnhardt Jr. and Kinser were
selected on more than 65 percent
of ballots cast by the National Mo-
torsports Press Association mem-
bership, the percentage necessary
for inclusion in the NMPA Hall of
Fame.

The NMPA Hall of Fame is lo-
cated on the grounds of Darlington
Raceway and has been in opera-
tion since 1965.

Cup Champ Chase Elliott to
Run Chili Bowl Nationals

NASCAR Cup Series champion
Chase Elliott announced that he
will make his Chili Bowl Nationals
debut in the prestigious midget-car
event Jan. 11-16, 2021.

Cup Series drivers have won the
Chili Bowl for four consecutive
years. Christopher Bell won the
multi-day eventʼs A-Main feature
from 2017-19 before Larsonʼs
breakthrough earlier this year.

Bell, Larson and Briscoe joined
other NASCAR drivers Justin All-
gaier, Alex Bowman, Ryan New-
man, Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and JJ
Yeley among those on the 2020
Chili Bowl entry list.

The team that Jimmie Johnson
is going to run the Rolex 24 at
Daytona is listed on the car
being prepared. (HENDRICK
MOITORSPORTS)

Chase Elliott plans on hitting the dirt in this racer for the Chili Bowl Nationals. (CHASE ELLIOTT)



NASCAR Honors
Premier Partners

with 2020 Marketing
Achievement Award

Each year,
NASCAR honors an
industry partner that
best exemplifies the
spirit of the sport
through its effort to en-
gage millions of fans,
consumers and em-
ployees. The Market-
ing Achievement
Award has long been
the gold standard for
brands invested in the
sport and sought after
by some of the most

recognizable brands in the world. 
During a year underscored by

significant change, the honor will
be bestowed to a group of four
brands for the first time in history.
NASCARʼs Premier Partners:
Busch Beer, Coca-Cola, GEICO
and Xfinity are the 2020 NASCAR
Marketing Achievement Award win-
ners.  

The start of the 2020 NASCAR
season was highlighted by a his-
toric shift in its sponsorship struc-
ture, one that fundamentally
changed how the NASCAR Cup
Series was presented to millions of
fans each weekend. The sport tran-
sitioned from the traditional singu-
lar series title sponsorship, a model
that had been in place for nearly 70
years, to one that highlighted four
blue chip brands as Premier Part-
ners.       

NASCARʼs Premier Partners are
long tenured in NASCAR and have
been involved across various areas
of the business for decades. There
was not a partner or stakeholder in
NASCAR, however, that could
have been prepared for the events
of 2020.    

“We knew heading into this sea-
son that transitioning to this new
model would come with some key
learnings, and that was before a
global pandemic hit and completely
shifted how we conduct our re-
spective businesses,” said Jill Gre-
gory, EVP and Chief Marketing and
Content Officer, NASCAR. 

In May, NASCAR became the
first major professional sport to re-
turn to competition and with all
eyes on the sport, NASCARʼs Pre-
mier Partners stood strongly by its
side. The partners demonstrated
leadership and innovation across
each platform it supported, includ-
ing important initiatives like esports,
the introduction of new technolo-
gies, sharing of best practices on
diversity, equity and inclusion, ele-
vating the profiles of NASCARʼs

drivers, and developing unique
content and broadcast integrations. 

“In working with global leading
brands, NASCAR had the benefit
of sharing best practices and col-
laborating on initiatives that are
helping us affect change and shape
the future of our sport,” said Gre-
gory. “Their commitment to
NASCAR has been unwavering
and for that reason our Premier
Partners are deserving of the 2020
Marketing Achievement Award.” 

NASCARʼs Premier Partners
continued to set an example with
unique activation:

• Busch Beer: NASCARʼs part-
nership with Busch served as a
great example of how unique and
engaging content can transcend
challenging times. Starting with the
historic Busch Clash, Busch en-
gaged fans throughout the season
with unique brand campaigns, such
as For The Farmers, a campaign
that supported Midwest farmers im-
pacted by tornadoes in 2019; to
Your Face Here, giving fans the
chance to “be back at track” by
having their name on a car when
NASCAR returned to racing at Dar-
lington Raceway. And as fans
sought out ways to celebrate the
NASCAR Championship, the
Busch and NASCAR teams put to-
gether a Ultimate Fan Champi-
onship Tailgate promotion where
fans entered to win a chance to
have a championship race track ex-
perience at home.

• Coca-Cola: 2020 did not slow
down the Coca-Cola team. The
partner leveraged its new Premier
Partner status to elevate their mar-
keting commitment to NASCAR
year-round. This year was high-
lighted by two entitlement races
(Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, Coke Zero Sugar 400
at Daytona International Speed-
way), a presenting partnership of
the eNASCAR Coca-Cola iRacing
Series, support of military and
frontline workers through NASCAR
Salutes Refreshed by Coca-Cola,
and as the presenting partner of
the NASCAR Cup Series Regular
Season Trophy. Additionally, Coca-
Cola voiced its commitment to
change and showed strong leader-
ship and support of NASCARʼs ef-
forts to diversify the sport.

• GEICO: GEICO celebrated the
start of the racing season by intro-
ducing its “NASCAR Returns” plat-
form to millions of fans. When the
season was paused due to COVID-
19, GEICO sponsored the virtual
Talladega Pro Invitational Race –
one of the highest viewed esports
events in history. When NASCAR
returned to the track at Darlington,

GEICO sponsored the 100,000
Cameras show that told the story of
NASCARʼs return to racing through
the eyes of drivers, crews, and
most importantly fans. Additionally,
GEICO enhanced their on-track
and in-broadcast presence of the
Restart Zone series by creating a
weekly custom content series an-
chored by Jeff Burton airing across
NASCARʼs social channels. And
when NASCAR began to gradually
welcome back fans, GEICOʼs
brand was front and center through
its sponsorship of NASCAR track
campgrounds.  

• Xfinity: Xfinity strengthened its
role as an industry leader, working
to grow the sport on a national and
regional level by leveraging its port-
folio of Comcast NBCUniversal as-
sets. Xfinity had big plans going
into 2020, its first year as a Premier
Partner after building fan aware-
ness as the entitlement partner of
the NASCAR Xfinity Series since
2015. Prior to the sport returning at
Darlington, Xfinity unveiled a new
30-second commercial, titled “Re-
turn of Loud.” Additionally, Xfinity
purchased signage at the track to
thank frontline workers battling
COVID-19 and became the entitle-
ment sponsor of the NASCAR Cup
Series playoff cut-off race at Mar-
tinsville Speedway, the Xfinity 500.
Once again, Xfinity brought to light
the incredible philanthropic work
being done across the industry
through its Comcast Community
Champion Award naming NASCAR
driver Bubba Wallace as its 2020
award recipient.

2021 Schedule Set for NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR today announced the
2021 schedule for the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series™.
The schedule is highlighted by trips
to traditional and new tracks alike,
including a new battle in the dirt at
an iconic NASCAR track, and a
second dirt contest at another sto-
ried – yet brand-new – venue.

The NASCAR Camping World
Truck Seriesʼ first dirt affair will take
place at Bristol Motor Speedway ,
joining the NASCAR Cup Series for
an action-packed weekend on the
short trackʼs return to dirt. 

Then, on July 9, trucks will roll
into Knoxville Raceway for what will
be a highly anticipated contest on
one of the most storied tracks in the
country.  Located in Knoxville,
Iowa, Knoxville Raceway hosted its
first race in 1901, but is best known
for a long, rich history of Sprint Car
racing. When the Camping World
Truck Series hits the dirt surface in

the Hawkeye State, it will mark the
first time a NASCAR national series
has competed at Knoxville.

“The NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series provides some of the
most intense and entertaining com-
petition in all of racing,” said Ben
Kennedy, NASCAR vice president
of racing development. “The 2021
iteration of the schedule will build
upon that intensity through a wide
variety of long-tenured race tracks
and new venues like Knoxville
Raceway. The variety of disciplines
will increase the demand on drivers
and culminate with a truly battle-
tested champion at Phoenix.”

The Camping World Truck Se-
ries will kick off 16 national series
tripleheader weekends in 2021, in-
cluding at Circuit of the Americas
(May 22) and Nashville Super-
speedway (June 18). In addition,
the Camping World Truck Series
will return to fan-favorite Watkins
Glen International for the first time
since 2000 on Aug. 7.

The series will also share the
stage with the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries on Saturday, June 26 in
Pocono as all three national series
take part in the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries doubleheader weekend at the
Tricky Triangle.

As was originally scheduled in
2020 prior to the pandemic, World
Wide Technology Raceway at
Gateway will return to host the start
of the Playoffs (August 20). Two
historic short tracks will determine
which drivers continue their Play-
offs run, as Bristol Motor Speedway
(Sept. 16) trims the field to eight
and Martinsville Speedway (Oct.
30) decides which four drivers will
race for a championship at Phoenix
Raceway (Nov. 5). 
Date Track

February 12 Daytona
February 19 Homestead-

Miami
March 5 Las Vegas 
March 20 Atlanta 
March 27 Bristol Dirt
April 17 Richmond
May 1 Kansas
May 7 Darlington
May 22 COTA
May 28 Charlotte
June 12 Texas
June 18 Nashville

Superspeedway
June 26 Pocono 
July 9 Knoxville
August 7 Watkins Glen
August 20 Gateway
September 5 Canadian Tire
September 16 Bristol 
September 24 Las Vegas 
October 2 Talladega 
October 30 Martinsville 
November 5 Phoenix
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Story by: Koty Geyer,
Speed51 National
Correspondent

The 53rd Annual
Snowball Derby pro-
vided another finish
that fans will remem-
ber for a long time.  Ty
Majeski prevailed in a
back-and-forth battle
with Derek Thorn in a
five-lap shootout for
his first win in Super

Late Model racingʼs biggest race.
The Wisconsin driver passed

Thorn just two laps before a com-
petition caution with 22 laps to go.
That would prove to be a major
event in deciding the outcome, giv-
ing Majeski the inside line for the
final restarts of the race.

Sundayʼs triumph marks his
fourth podium finish in seven starts
in the Snowball Derby.  After com-
ing close the previous two years,
Majeski finally broke through and
took the Tom Dawson Trophy.

“I canʼt even describe it man, this
is so cool.  If you didnʼt enjoy that
you donʼt enjoy racing, that was an
awesome race with Derek (Thorn),
I have so much respect for him,”
Majeski said on the Speed51.TV
broadcast.  “Heʼs such a great race
car driver.  Iʼm not going to lie, I was
a little bit worried after that first run,
we fell back a little bit and we made
good adjustments all day to put
ourselves in position at the end.”

The 2020 Snowball Derby was
unofficially the fastest Snowball
Derby in the current 300-lap format,
having been contested in two
hours, nine minutes and 41 sec-
onds.  Even with the furious pace
that was set, it once again came
down to a late-race shootout be-
tween two Super Late Model titans
as the race was extended to 302
laps.

Majeskiʼs biggest challenge
going into the final run wasnʼt beat-
ing Thorn, it was not beating him-
self.

“I was just trying not to lose it.  If
he was going to beat me he was
going to beat me, just trying not to
lose it.  I was trying my best to not
make a mistake and give it away.”

He joins five-time Snowball
Derby winner Rich Bickle as the
only other driver from Wisconsin to
win the Snowball Derby.  It caps off
a year that saw him win the Rattler
250, Slinger Nationals, Gandrud
Auto Group 250, and Oktoberfest in

a Super Late Model.
“This has been one everybody

wants, and one weʼve wanted for a
long time.  I felt like weʼve given a
couple of these away.  It felt good
to finally put ourselves in position
again and finally close this thing
out.”

Derek Thorn set a Snowball
Derby record by leading 252 laps
during the day, but just like the pre-
vious laps-led record holder, Chase
Elliott in 2013, the California driver
leaves Five Flags Speedway
empty-handed.  It wasnʼt due to a
lack of effort on the final restart,
putting up a valiant battle in the
final five laps.

He said losing the lead just be-
fore the final competition caution ul-
timately cost him the win.

“Iʼm proud of these guys, we had
a good car all day.  We gave it up
on the last competition caution that
came out there, he snuck by me
with one to go,” Thorn said.  “He
had the track position and wasnʼt
afraid to use the front bumper to
keep us out of the way.  Weʼll keep
at it and hope more luck can come
our way.”

After his second-straight pole
and a new Snowball Derby record,
he will have to wait another year
before he receives another shot at
the Snowball Derby crown.  Thorn
says the finish will remain on his
mind during that time.

“Oh yeah, Iʼll play those laps
back in my mind for the next 365
days.”

A pair of Last Chance Qualifier
competitors finished third and
fourth with NASCAR Cup Series
champion Chase Elliott and Chan-
dler Smith.  Outside front row

starter Kaden Honeycutt rounded
out the top-five.

Stay tuned to Speed51 for fur-
ther coverage from the 53rd Annual
Snowball Derby.

Nasseʼs Penalty &
Pollardʼs Spin Leads

to Surprise Snowflake
Winner Jake Johnson

Story by: Zach Evans, Speed51 Con-
tent Supervisor

Another chapter was added to
the rivalry between Stephen Nasse
and Bubba Pollard in a dramatic
finish to the Allen Turner Snowflake
100 at Five Flags Speedway, as
the two clashed on the final lap.

With Pollard leading entering the
third turn on the final lap of the Pro
Late Model event on the eve of the
53rd Annual Snowball Derby, the
two drivers made contact and Pol-
lard spun off the front bumper of
Nasse.  Nasse crossed the finish
line first, and initially went to victory
lane.

However, Five Flags Speedway
officials determined the contact be-

tween he and Pollard was avoid-
able, penalizing Nasse and unoffi-
cially dropping him to 22nd in the
running order.

As a result, Jake Johnson cele-
brated in victory lane, admittedly in
disbelief.  Johnson had started 31st
in the event after winning the Last
Chance Qualifier earlier in the af-
ternoon., and charged his way
through the field.  That charge put
Johnson in third place when the
two leaders collided.

“I donʼt really know what to say,”
said Johnson in victory lane.  “I
blew qualifying out the window but
luckily Iʼve got a bad— fast race
car.  Thanks to Chase Pistone, we
were able to take this thing to vic-
tory lane.”

“I was just focusing on hitting my
marks and just making sure if we
got a late caution I would be able to
pounce.  I didnʼt really see, I just
saw cars and smoke.  I was keep-
ing it wide open, thatʼs all I know.”

Following the finish, Stephen
Nasse and his team reported to the
technical inspection area and dis-
cussed the outcome with officials.
Nasseʼs car went through the in-
spection process.

Elliott Charges to Win
in Loaded Last

Chance Qualifier
Story by: Zach Evans, Speed51
Content Supervisor

In one of the most talent-laden
Last Chance Qualifiers in the his-
tory of the Snowball Derby, Chase
Elliott raced to the win while Chan-
dler Smith muscled his way from
the rear of the field into the final
transfer spot.

Elliott took the lead from two-
time Snowball Derby champion
Augie Grill on lap 28 of the 50-lap 

(Continued Next Page)
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y Another Instant Classic
Nets Ty Majeski First

Derby Win

Ty Majeski kisses the snowball atop his trophy in victory lane at Five
Flags Speedway after winning the 53rd Annual Snowball Derby.
(Speed51 photo)

Bubba Pollard (#26) spins on the last lap while leading the
Snowflake 100 after contact with Stephen Nasse. Nasse was penal-
ized and relegated to 22nd in the running order, leaving Jake John-
son the winner. (Brandon Zumbach/Speed51 photo)



Continued…

event, securing his
spot in Sundayʼs 53rd
Annual Snowball
Derby.

“Fortunately, we
had a really good
race, and a really
clean race,” Elliott told
Speed51.  “I was con-
cerned about that.  I
appreciate the effort.
I feel like we got our

car a little better this
morning.  I think we
can still improve from
where weʼre at, but
Iʼm thankful to make it

through.”
While Elliott worked his way

from seventh to first, Chandler
Smith put on an even more impres-
sive charge. Starting last in the 21-
car field after a disqualification
during qualifying on Friday night,
Smith raced his way into a transfer
spot with a bold charge through the
field.

Smith and Noah Gragson made
door-to-door contact battling for the
final transfer spot on lap 43 of the
event.  Smith assumed the fourth
spot, while Gragson slipped to
sixth.

A dejected Gragson headlined a
list of drivers who will miss out on
this yearʼs Derby, which also in-
cludes Carson Hocevar, Kodie
Conner, Connor Okrzesik and
Casey Johnson among others.

Grill lost the lead in the second
half of the Last Chance Qualifier,
but still came home in second posi-
tion.

Day Drives Off Into the
Moonlight in the

Outlaws
Story by: Koty Geyer, Speed51
National Correspondent

The final race before the 53rd
Annual Snowball Derby proved to
be a wild one with the Outlaws Sat-
urday night.  While 34 cars started
the 50-lap feature event, just 14
would be around at the finish after
over an hour and several yellow
flags.

Meanwhile, Jay Jay Day com-
pleted a dominant effort by leading
flag-to-flag and picking up the win
to conclude a wild night of action at
Five Flags Speedway.

The Mobile, Alabama driver
showed the Snowball Derby isnʼt
just big for Super and Pro Late
Model competitors.

The event means just as much
to local racers who call the Pen-
sacola, Florida facility home year-

round.
“I canʼt believe it.  Besides the

birth of my two kids and marrying
my wife, my best friend, this is the
best moment of my life,” Day said
on the Speed51.TV broadcast.
“Snowball freaking Derby.”

While Day led all 50 laps in the
race, it did not come without its
share of close calls.  He fought the
likes of former track champions
Bubba Winslow and Kody Brusso,
South Alabama Speedway cham-
pion Cameron Henderson and de-
fending race winner John Heil
throughout the event, even losing
the lead on a couple restart before
he was bailed out by quick cau-
tions.

Even while facing stiff chal-
lenges during the race, it would be
a dominating effort at the end for
Day, who started on the pole after
setting fast time in qualifying.

“We were fast right off the trailer
all day, this was the best race car
Iʼve ever sat in.  The car was easy
to drive, it got a little snug in the
middle of the race and it got a little
free at the end.  But this is the
Snowball Derby, I donʼt care.”

Winslow proved to be Dayʼs
biggest challenger during the race,
even taking the lead from him on a

restart before a yellow erased his
pass for the lead.  Even while bat-
tling Henderson for the runner-up
spot in the final laps, he was catch-
ing Day for the lead.  Unfortunately
for him, the reigning Outlaw Stock
champion would run out of laps.

“Restarts were probably the
most important part and we were
able to get by him on one and that
caution came out.  He had a really
good car and I think clean air was a
really valuable asset with how
things handled,” Winslow said.
“We were close, if we couldʼve got
around him we may have been
able to hold him off.”

Henderson, Heil and Jason
Welch rounded out the top-five.

Griffin Battles Back for
Derby Modified Win

Story by: Koty Geyer, Speed51
National Correspondent

The Modifieds of Mayhem finale
appeared to be over once former
Southern Super Series champion
Casey Smith took the lead from
Derrick Griffin on a restart with 20
to go.  However, Griffin would have
something else to say.

After leading the first 55 laps, the
former ARCA/CRA Super Series
champion wrestled the lead back

from Smith coming to seven to go
and walked away with the win to
conclude Country Pleasinʼ
Sausage Pole Night at Five Flags
Speedway.

Ten cautions and a break to re-
fuel made the 75-lap event a battle
of attrition.  Griffin wasnʼt sure what
he could do to get by Smith after
losing the lead.

“I wasnʼt sure what I had left
there at the end with Casey playing
games on the restarts,” Griffin said
on the Speed51.TV broadcast. “He
got one over on me and I wasnʼt
sure how much right rear he had
left versus how much right rear I
had left.”

Born in South Bend, Indiana and
now calling Pensacola home, Fri-
day nightʼs win marked the first-ca-
reer Five Flags win for Griffin.  It
was a good night for DG Perform-
ance, who also won the Modifieds
of Mayhem championship with Kyle
Purvis.

After finishing second to Purvis
at the Run For The Gun 50 during
Winchester 400 weekend, Griffin
joked about finally getting one over
his good friend.

“Itʼs been a long time coming.
Itʼs surely nice to finally beat Kyle
Purvis for once, he goes every-
where in the country and puts it on
them.  Itʼs pretty cool to have him
win the championship and we were
able to get the win here, thatʼs awe-
some.”

A fourth-place result would be
good enough to give Purvis the
Modifieds of Mayhem Tour champi-
onship after winning at Five Flags,
Montgomery and Crisp Motorsports
Park during the year.  It is the third-
straight year he has won a champi-
onship, following two consecutive
I-CAR All-Star Modified Tour titles
in the Midwest.

With Modified racing in the Mid-
west being all but non-existent in
2020 due to COVID-19, the Ohio
driver made the decision to head
south to race.

“Earlier in the year we werenʼt
racing up north and we live in
Ohio.  We wanted to race so we
came down and ran the Modified
tour,” Purvis said.  “We enjoy rac-
ing down here, itʼs really good com-
petition and we enjoy all the tracks
down here.”

Purvis entered the finale behind
Scooter Bates in the standings by
a slim margin, but he was able to
overcome it after Batesʼs race
ended prematurely after a wreck.

“I couldnʼt see who was in the
wreck because of all the safety
trucks and stuff around.  My spot-
ter told me it was them and we
were going to be the champion.”
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Jay Jay Day celebrates in victory lane after winning the Outlaws por-
tion of action at Five Flags Speedway. (Speed51 photo)

Derrick Griffin raced his way to victory lane for the Modified May-
hem finale at Five Flags Speedway. (Speed51 photo)



MOORESVILLE,
NC - The application
for the 2021 CARS
Tour Lucas Oil Touring
12 program is now
open. The program, in
its fourth year of exis-
tence, has been a sta-
ple to growing and
maintaining the Late
Model Stock car
count. 

The Lucas Oil Touring 12 pro-
gram is dedicated to a selected
amount of twelve teams that sign
an agreement to compete full time
on the tour in 2021, all while pro-
moting the tour and its events to
the public. Teams that are a part of
the program will receive payment,
tire discounts, and other incentives
throughout the year for their partic-
ipation.

The application process for the
Lucas Oil Touring 12 program is
open to all teams who believe they
can meet the requirements set forth
in the agreement. The CARS Tour

will begin accepting application on
December 1st, 2020 and conclude
on January 31st, 2021. The se-
lected Touring 12 teams will be no-
tified no later than February 7th
with a public announcement to fol-
low.

The deciding factors in deter-
mining the Lucas Oil Touring 12 will
be based on: historic CARS Tour
participation, team/driver accom-
plishments, merit to CARS Tour
sanction body both now and in the
future, and the ability to maintain
the standards of the Lucas Oil Tour-
ing 12 agreement in its en-
tirety.         

Teams selected for the Lucas Oil
Touring 12 program will receive the
following benefits if accepted as
part of the program for the 2021
season: 

• Annual entry to all thirteen
championship points races is just
$1,075 for Touring 12 teams. A sav-
ings of $1,075 compared to enter-
ing each event on the 2021 season
which would total $2,150.

• Each team will be able to pur-

chase two (2) sets of tires each
race weekend at the track at a dis-
counted rate of $100 per set
throughout the 2021 season. A sav-
ings of $2,600 for the 2021 season.

• Touring 12 teams will receive
an additional $150 travel bonus
added to their purse each event in
2021.

• Each Touring 12 team will re-
ceive $1,000 product credit pro-
vided by Lucas Oil to use on Lucas
Oil products of their choosing
throughout the season.

• Touring 12 teams will receive
four (4) general admission tickets
to every championship points event
on the 2021 schedule.

• Each Touring 12 team will re-
ceive one (1) provisional for a fea-
ture event starting position to use
at their discretion, should they not
qualify for a race on the 2021
schedule. The provisional can be
used once for the season then no
other exceptions will be made.

• Touring 12 teams will receive a
guarantee of $500 per champi-
onship points race, unless they do
not make the feature event and/or
there is a terminal occurrence pre-
venting them from starting the fea-
ture event. 

• Touring 12 teams will receive
priority parking time/location at a

majority of the events on the 2021
schedule.

• Touring 12 teams will receive
their choice of a case of water or
case of beer at every event in
2021.

In addition to the Lucas Oil Tour-
ing 12 program, the Loyalty Bonus
Bucks program will continue as well
in 2021 for any team not selected
to the program. Any team who
competes in any 3 consecutive
championship points races will re-
ceive $500 cash bonus added to
their purse at the third event.  

Teams that have the desire to
apply for the 2021 Lucas Oil Tour-
ing 12 program can do so by visit-
ing the CARS Tour website at
www.carsracingtour.com and click-
ing the “Touring 12” banner on the
left hand side of the page.

For additional information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com. Be
sure to stay active and social with
the tour by liking “CARS Tour” on
Facebook, following @CARSTour
on Twitter, and scrolling through
photos on Instagram cars_tour. Ad-
ditional series information can be
obtained by calling the CARS Tour
series office, located in Mooresville,
NC, at 704.662.9212.

NAPLES, ME - Of-
ficials from the Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
announced today an
aggressive 21 sched-
ule for 2021. Several
Marquee events dot
the schedule including
the First Annual North-
east Classic at
Loudon, a pair of
events at Thompson,
and the anchor of the
PASS schedule, the
48th Annual Oxford

250. After a tumultuous 2020 sea-
son that saw several pivot to the
schedule due to state mandated re-
strictions, President Tom Mayberry
is looking forward to making 2021
one of the best racing seasons yet.

"We are looking forward to mak-
ing up for some lost time that we
experienced last year as we enter
the new season," Mayberry said,
"We felt it was really important to
rebound in a strong way and we
think we have an aggressive
schedule that will provide many op-
portunities for some top notch com-
petition."

The season kicks off with the

15th and 16th Annual Easter Bunny
150s April 2nd and 3rd. The 2020
Easter Bunny 150 was postponed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Both races will pay $5,000 to win
and will be part of the reimagined
2021 PASS National Champi-
onship Series. 

PASS then travels back up the
East Coast and makes the first of
two stops at Thompson Speedway
as a part of the 46th Annual Ice
Breaker weekend April 10th before
shooting up the Loudon for the 1st
annual Northeast Classic at the
Magic Mile on the 16th and 17th.
April concludes with a visit to hub
track, Oxford Plains Speedway
(OPS).

May and June will see some

new additions. A May 16th return to
Lee USA Speedway for the first
time since 2016 precedes a May
23rd visit to White Mountain Motor-
sports Park and a June 6th visit to
OPS before PASS makes its SLM
debut at Hudson Speedway on
June 20th.

The fourth of July will be cele-
brated with a first ever visit to Mon-
adnock Speedway, before three
straight weeks of racing at OPS on
the 11th, WMMP on the 17th, and
the concrete palace of Seekonk
Speedway for a special $10000-to-
win race on Wednesday the 28th.
The month of August is largely
open as teams prepare for the 48th
Annual Oxford 250 on the weekend
of the 28th and 29th and a 250
warmup on the 15th. 

After the biggest weekend of the
year, the stretch run begins at
WMMP on September 18th, fol-

lowed by Seekonk on the 25th. Oc-
tober kicks off with a trip to Thun-
der Road in Vermont on the 1st, a
return trip to the World Series of
Auto Racing at Thompson on the
9th, OPS on the 16th, and the
points finale at Seekonk on the
23rd. Mayberry also left open the
possibility of additional races stat-
ing, "There will be two 100 lap non-
point races at OPS, a 250 qualifier
in July and a TBA. There will also
be a non-point 'Run What you
Brung' race at OPS in August,"
making as many as 24 events.

With the marquee events as the
cornerstone, some new and return-
ing venues, and a few twists yet to
be announced, 2021 promises to
be one of the best seasons in many
years.

Don't forget to "Like" the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
on Twitter @PASSSLM14.
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2021 PASS Schedule
Announced

April 2 & 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hickory Motor Speedway
April 10  . . . . .Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park
April 16 & 17  . . . . . .New Hampshire Motor Speedway
April 24  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway
April 25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway
May 1 & 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rain Date if needed
May 16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lee USA Speedway
May 23  . . . . . . . . . .White Mountain Motorsports Park
June 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway
June 20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hudson Speedway
July 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monadnock Speedway
July 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway

July 17  . . . . . . . . . .White Mountain Motorsports Park
July 28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Seekonk Speedway
August 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rain Date if needed
August 15  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway
August 28 & 29  . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway 
Sept. 18  . . . . . . . . .White Mountain Motorsports Park
Sept 25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Seekonk Speedway
Oct. 1  . . . . . . .Thunder Road International Speedbowl
Oct. 9  . . . . . .Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park
Oct. 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oxford Plains Speedway
Oct. 23  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Seekonk Speedway



SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
released the schedule
of events and the
entry forms for CRA
SpeedFest 2021 at
Crisp Motorsports
Park - Home of Water-
melon Capital Speed-
way. The prestigious
pre-season event fea-

turing Super Late Models and Pro
Late Models will be held on Friday,
January 22nd and Saturday, Janu-
ary 23rd, with Sunday, January
24th as the events rain date. This
will be the 10th straight year that
SpeedFest has been held at Crisp
Motorsports Park - Home of the
Watermelon Capital Speedway,
which is located in Cordele, Geor-
gia.

CRA SpeedFest 2021 will once
again consist of an ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS
special non-points 200 lap Super
Late Model event with Controlled
Cautions and a JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance special non-points
125 lap Pro Late Model event. The
event will pay $10,000 to win for
the Super Late Model race and
$5,000 to win for the Pro Late
Model race, with several bonuses
for both series. 

CRA will be giving two teams an
early Christmas present, the first 20
teams that enter the Super Late
Model SpeedFest event by De-
cember 23rd will be entered in a
drawing for a free set of four tires
for the event. In addition, the first
20 teams that enter the Pro Late
Model SpeedFest event by De-
cember 23rd will be entered in a
drawing for a free set of four tires
for the event.

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.crisp-
motorsportspark.com.

CRA SpeedFest 2021 Schedule
of Events and Entry Forms, along
with any additional information on
all the CRA Series can be found at
www.cra-racing.com.

DRP Performance
Products Continues

Support of CRA
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that DRP

Performance Products has agreed
to continue its support of CRA as a
marketing partner with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS and JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance for the 2021 race season.
2021 will be the seventh consecu-
tive season DRP has been a mar-
keting partner with CRA. 

DRP Performance Products will
award the third and tenth place fin-
ishers at every ARCA/CRA Super
Series and JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour event with $100 Product Cer-
tificates. DRP Performance Prod-
ucts will award the third and tenth
place finishers in each series final
ownerʼs points with $400 Product
Certificates. In addition, DRP Per-
formance Products will be a pointʼs
fund contributor for both series. 

Based in Rocky Mount, Virginia,
DRP Performance Products de-
signs, manufactures, and distrib-
utes innovative products for the
high-performance racing industry.
Specializing in the circle track stock
car racing market, they offer over
800 unique items. Their customers
range from NASCAR Cup to
weekly short tracks to the major
racing series.

Serving national champions and
race winners from series and tracks
across the USA, they provide ex-
ceptional-quality components and
technical expertise to help their
clients stay ahead of the pack and
win more races. Some of their
products include Dynamic Scaling
Systems, Low Drag Hub Compo-
nents, Scalloped Aluminum Sus-
pension Tubes, Real Square
Wheel Alignment Systems for Mo-
torsports and Adjustable Bearing
Spacers, just to name a few.  

For more information about DRP
Performance Products contact
them at 888-399-6074 or visit
www.drpperformance.com. 

Cody Coughlin Team
Wins JEGS/CRA

All-Stars Tour
PitBoxes.com Pit Crew

of the Year Award 
SALEM, IN - Cody Coughlin and

his team entered the 2020 season
not planning to run for a season
Championship, just focusing on
winning some races with the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance.

The COVID 19 Pandemic changed
all that, like it did to many racers
schedules in 2020, after starting
the season with some great runs
and a shortened 2020 schedule,
Coughlin and his team decided to
run for their third JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Championship. 

Coughlinʼs team had his new
Fury racecar ready to go from the
start of the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour season and it showed with a
series high three wins in 2020 to go
along with six top five finishes on
his way to claiming his series lead-
ing third JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
Championship. The team accom-
plished this while also competing
for the ARCA/CRA Super Series
Championship in 2020, where they
got two wins and finished in fourth
in that series Chase for the Cham-
pionship.  

For their hard work and never
give up attitude, the Cody Cough-
lin Team has been named the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour 2020 Pit-
boxes.com Pit Crew of the Year
Award winners. The team led by
owner John Coughlin and new
Crew Chief Willie Allen gave 100%
each week and more, to keep
Coughlin competitive at each se-
ries event and went way above to
win the Pitboxes.com Pit Crew of
the Race Award twice during the
2020 season, the most of any team
in the series. 

“My whole team put in a lot of
hard work this season and for them
to get recognized with this award is
awesome,” remarked Coughlin. “It
really is a team effort, from my dad,
my mom and my sister who have
been supporting me my whole ca-
reer. My Crew Chief Willie Allen,
Kevin Hamlin, Terry Cook, Dave
Holt, they have been around the
longest and always give me 100%,
along with some new team mem-
bers this year like Ryan Cook, Tay-
lor Cook, Hunter and Boots, I have
to thank them all for a great 2020
season. I would also like to thank
PitBoxes.com for supporting this
great award.” 

For earning the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour 2020 Pitboxes.com Pit
Crew of the Year, the Cody Cough-
lin Team will receive a $1,000 Prod-
uct Certificate from
Pitboxes.com.

“We really appreci-
ate Ricky Sanders at
PitBoxes.com for
coming up with this
great award,” re-
marked Glenn Luck-
ett, Managing Partner
with CRA. “Ricky
wanted to create an
award that recognized

the people behind the drivers in our
series. The drivers get recognition
at each race, but with the Pit-
boxes.com Pit Crew Awards for
each series event and the season,
a lot of the hard-working crew
members for the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour teams get recognized
also.”

Luckett added, “The Cody
Coughlin Team worked hard to get
their cars to the track and prepared
for each race, all their hard work
paid off with a third series Champi-
onship and a series leading three
wins. We appreciate all their efforts
this season!”

With the popularity of the inter-
net, Pitboxes.com was launched in
1999 with a goal to specialize in
fabricating a high quality line of
standard and custom pit boxes.
Since that time the boxes have
gained such popularity that they
have become standard equipment
for almost any racer from Go
Karters to Motorcycles to Upper
levels of motorsports and every-
thing in between. The products of-
fered by Pitboxes.com has also
changed quite a bit over the years
having started with a stick built
steel frame with a store bought
toolbox to a much more modern
process of CAD drawn, Laser Cut,
Computer formed, all aluminum
construction, with an in house built
drawer system that is built to with-
stand not only the use by the race
teams but also the many miles on
the highway that a race team has
to do going from race to race.

If you are a pro, amateur or even
new to the racing profession we are
very proud to offer you a world
class pit box or pit cart! We manu-
facture a complete line of standard
pit boxes, custom pit boxes, and pit
carts to fit your particular needs
and requirements. We are located
in Stockbridge GA and our boxes
are manufactured right here in the
USA. Pit boxes have been shipped
all over the world and we can cus-
tom create anything you have in
mind for your own pit box. Give us
a call and let us create your dream
PITBOX! More Information on Pit-
Boxes.com is available at www.pit-
boxes.com.
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By Don Coble
MIDDLEBURG,

FL - On a perfect
night, Jason Fitzger-
aldʼs ears will ring, his
hands will throb and
his face will be cov-
ered with sweat and
clay.

For a dirt racer, it
doesnʼt get any better
than that.

Fitzgerald said
heʼs never been tempted to do
drugs, but he knows what itʼs like to
be an addict. Slinging rooster tails
of dirt and dust has become a habit
thatʼs tough, if not impossible, to
break.

The longtime racer still operates
one of the premier teams out of his
Middleburg shop. He maintains
cars for his own use and he runs
the Fitz Factory which outfits other
drivers with Late Model cars.

“Itʼs hard to get away from it. Iʼve
never done drugs, but I can only
imagine,” he said.

“Itʼs the adrenaline, I guess. For
me, itʼs all the people you meet.
Everybodyʼs like a big family. You
might get a little aggravated with
one guy one week, but the next
week heʼll give you the shirt off his
back. Itʼs the comradery and com-
petition. I canʼt get away from it. Iʼve
tried.”

Fitzgeraldʼs lost count of the
number of main events heʼs won.
Every wall is covered with trophy
cases and Victory Lane signs. If he
had to guess, heʼs got more than
200 trophies. But thatʼs not why
heʼs dedicated his career to dirt
tracks.

“The dirt side is a whole lot more
fun. Itʼs not so political-driven, I
guess. Itʼs not so technical,” he
said. “You canʼt do this; you canʼt
do that. The dirt fanbase is massive
and obviously getting bigger. Weʼre
getting more TV stuff now, but itʼs
still dirt tracks. We may be live on
the internet or on TV, but itʼs still a
dirt-track atmosphere. Fans get to
come down and check it all out.
There arenʼt any restrictions. Thatʼs
what makes dirt racing a little more
fun.

“The racing part of it is a lot
tougher with the technology and all
that. Itʼs gotten a lot harder to keep
up with it all. On my end, having
this business where I keep up with
five or six cars a week out of here,
so that makes it a little harder on

me. Weʼve got to get them done,
load them up and get the next one
in. A lot of my guys will just come
and pick them up, race them and
drop them off and pick them up for
the next race. Thatʼs more what we
do now more than anything, as far
as the business side goes.”

Fitzgerald isnʼt the only one who
canʼt quit. Tony Stewart retired from
IndyCars after winning one cham-
pionship and NASCAR after win-
ning three more to devote his time
to his dirt program.

Itʼs also where you can find for-
mer NASCAR drivers Kenny Wal-
lace, Kasey Kahne and Ken
Schrader.

“Iʼve been in it since I was a kid,
about 7. I think I started racing in
ʼ92 or ʼ93,” Fitzgerald said.

His race team picks its tracks
carefully by examining the field, the
payouts and local rules. One week
heʼs down the road at Volusia
Speedway Park. The next heʼs at
Screven, Georgia.

“We do Volusia, All-Tech [Race-
way in Lake City]. We go to Geor-
gia, Alabama,” Fitzgerald said.
“Last year we went to North Car-
olina and Virginia. It just depends
on whoʼs racing, the type of motor,
how much theyʼre paying. We do a
lot of regional stuff where I used to
travel all over. I donʼt do a lot of that
anymore, but weʼll go if itʼs within
eight-to-10 hours. I got too many
customers to keep up with, to keep
up with their schedules.

“We won a bunch of big, big
races, like Eldora [Ohio]. That was
a lot of fun.”
Being a mentor to another genera-
tion of drivers has rekindled
Fitzgeraldʼs enthusiasm. Heʼs been
on the road long enough to stay
away from a fulltime return. Home
time now is just as important as
race day.

But he will never close his shop.
“I would say Iʼll do it until itʼs not

fun, but I think Iʼll always be in it in
one way, shape or form,” he said.
“Itʼs why I created this deal I have
here. I know I canʼt drive forever,
but Iʼll always have my hands in it.
Last year I was getting a little
burned out, doing a lot of work and
stuff, and not having the results.
This year, I have two 12-year-olds
in my camp, and theyʼre really, re-
ally good. They brought a little
spark back to me. Theyʼre keeping
it fun. If you let it get you down, it
will get you down. Iʼm going to do it

as long as I can. I got the best of
both worlds.”

The COVID-19 pandemic, and
the nearly three-month shutdown
that came with it, was a challenge.
Racing, however, was the first sport
to emerge from seclusion. And it
hasnʼt slowed down since.

“The performance side has been
tougher,” Fitzgerald said. “This
yearʼs obviously been tough with
the corona [COVID-19] and all that

stuff. In our little area, weʼre some-
what back to normal. Surprisingly,
for the last month-and-a-half weʼve
been going pretty hard. We were
shut down for two, two-and-a-half
months.”

Grandstands are full; car counts
are up. Drivers and fans are ex-
cited to be back enjoying racingʼs
most basic, and compelling, roots.
To them, asphalt is how you get to
the track. Dirt is where you race.
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TULSA, OK - With
everything a go for the
35th annual Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals
presented by General
Tire, entries for the
2021 event are now
open.

Car Count will not
be restricted. Masks
must be worn at all
times when in the Pits
and Grandstands.

Discounted entry is $150 and
goes through Monday, December
21, 2020. Starting Tuesday, De-
cember 22, 2020, entry fees go up
to $200. Entries will be accepted at
the event. Each entry must include
a W9 to indicate who will receive
payment. Entries that do not have a
completed W9 on file will not be
published or added to a qualifying
night.

The 2021 entry blank is online
at https://www.chilibowl.com/down-
loads/get.aspx?i=72453 and can
be returned by mail to 1140 S. 83rd
East Ave. Tulsa, OK 74112 or by
fax to (918) 836-5517. Teams can
also enter by phone to (918) 838-
3777, Monday-Friday, 9:00 A.M. to
5:00 P.M. (CT). 

The 35th annual Lucas Oil Chili

Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire takes place January 11-
16, 2021, at the Tulsa Expo
Raceway, located inside the River
Spirit Expo Center in Tulsa, Okla.
Fan attendance is set to 25% ca-
pacity.

A long-standing tradition at the
Chili Bowl, the Trade Show, which
is open to the public each day
(Monday through Saturday), is free
of charge. The Trade Show still has
space available. Anyone looking to
be a part of the Trade Show can
contact the Chili Bowl office at 918-
838-3777.

Reminder to all who attend that
masks asks must be worn in such a
manner as to completely cover the
individualʼs nose and mouth. Any
Attendee with a temperature of
100.4 degrees or higher will not be
allowed into the River Spirit Expo
Center.

Fans not able to attend can
watch online at www.FloRacing.
com until the event switches over
live on MAVTV and www.LucasOil-
Racing.tv on Saturday night. 

For continued updates, fans can
follow along on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram with @CBNationals.
All official results can be found on-
line at www.chilibowl.com. 

Jason Fitzgerald in his Middleburg, FL race shop.
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The year that al-
most wasnʼt turned out
to be a year youʼll
never forget.

Brad Sweet
claimed his second
consecutive World of
Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries championship.
Jacob Allen earned his
first career win. Kyle
Larson did Kyle Lar-

son things. And some of the best
racing in Series history was pro-
duced.

Like most events this year,
COVID-19 forced the cancellation
of the 2020 World of Outlaws ban-
quet. However, as the Series had
done throughout the year, it found
another solution. Drivers were still
awarded their trophies and more
$600,000 in points funds was
awarded to all of them during a vir-
tual banquet.

“2020 was a year to overcome a
lot of adversity for a lot of the
teams, the whole World Racing
Group organization and luckily we
got a season in,” said two-time and
defending champion Brad Sweet,
of Grass Valley, CA. “Itʼs great to be
standing here and be a two-time
champion.

“It was an up and down year for
our NAPA Auto Parts team. We had
a lot of success early on in the sea-
son. A lot of momentum on our
side. Had those DNFs in the mid-
dle part of the season. We lost a lit-
tle bit of our confidence and
struggled in the middle part of the
season. The end of the year we
were able to come back on strong,
capitalize and get the champi-
onship.”

Sweet added his name to an
elite list this year. He joins Steve
Kinser, Sammy Swindell, Mark
Kinser, Donny Schatz and Jason
Meyers on the short list of drivers
who have multiple World of Out-
laws championships in the 42-year
history of the sport.

In 54 races, he ended the year
with eight wins, 37 top-fives and 46
top-10s.

Along with claiming another
championship for himself, Sweet
brought Kasey Kahne Racing its
third team championship. KKR is
now only the fourth team in Series
history with three or more titles.
The other three are Karl Kinserʼs
team, Tony Stewart/Curb-Agajan-

ian Racing and Steve Kinser Rac-
ing.

The entire KKR team put in a
valiant effort all year, and crew
member Andrew Bowman was
honored with the Jason Johnson
Sportsman of the Year Award due
to his unwavering commitment to
the sport and his willingness to al-
ways help other teams.

“This award truly comes as an
unexpected surprise,” Bowman
said. “I am honored to receive this
award in Jasonʼs name. Jason was
a class act on and off the track and
I strive to model his passion for rac-
ing and commitment to creating a
family like atmosphere while on the
road.

“I want to thank Bobbi (Johnson)
and everyone at JJR for the oppor-
tunity to be recognized by my
peers. This has been a unique year
presented with many challenges
but as a race family we were able
to come out on top. I look forward
to next season and the memories
that are to come.”

The driver championship was
determined during the penultimate
race of the year, but the team
championship came down to the
last lap of the last race. KKR had to
fend off Jason Johnson Racing,
who had put together a stellar sea-
son with three drivers. David
Gravel ran the majority of the
events for the team, but in the four
races he didnʼt run, Parker Price-
Miller filled in twice, earning one
top-10, and Shane Stewart filled in
the other two time, winning in his
debut with the team at Lakeside
Speedway.

JJR ended the year second in
the team championship standings
with eight wins, 31 top-fives and 46
top-10s. The teamʼs crew chief,
Philip Dietz, won the 2020 Crew
Chief of the Year Award. Not only
did he put the team in champi-
onship contention, he won with two
drivers at JJR and was also crew
chief for his own Dietz Motorsports
team, which won with Price-Miller
at 34 Raceway.

“To me, itʼs probably the biggest
award that I can win,” said Dietz,
who first won the award in 2016.
“Personally, I feel like, to win an
award like that is special. It makes
me feel like I did my job for the
year.”

Wayne Johnson ran his first full-
time season, at 49 years old, this
year and earned the 2020 Kevin

Gobrecht Rookie of the Year
Award. He made 29 Feature starts,
finished 12th in the Series stand-
ings and earned at top-10 at the
historic Devilʼs Bowl Speedway.

“Well, the 2020 season, being a
rookie, I donʼt know, itʼs been a bit
of whirlwind for me,” said Johnson,
of Oklahoma City, OK. “I had bigger
expectations for sure, but to be the
Gobrecht Rookie of the Year at my
age is pretty cool… All in all, we
didnʼt have the success we wanted
to, but without the car owners Todd
and Kelly Carlisle, they gave me a
great opportunity to come out here
and do this.”

Two other special awards were
also handed out by Drydene and
Series sponsor NOS Energy Drink.
For the second year in a row, NOS
Energy Drink Marketing Director
Lauren Albano presented a driver
with the NOS Energy Drink Human
Horsepower Award for the drive
and determination they show on
and off the track. This year, the
award went to 2013 Series cham-
pion Daryn Pittman, who hung up
his helmet as a full-time driver at
the end of the season.

“He has a racerʼs heart and is
the truest example of what it means
to be a teammate,” Albano said
about Pittman. “Heʼs often found
helping teams on their cars, even if
it means scrapping dirt before the
Feature. He is a competitor and
leads by example on and off the
track.”

And for the first time, Drydene
presented the Blood, Sweat and
Gears Award to the driver with the
biggest improvement in points from
last year to this year. The award
was presented to Jacob Allen, who
won his first career Series race this
year at Dodge City Raceway Park
and finished a career high eighth in
the points. Last year, he finished
12th.

Along with the real-life drivers,
the virtual World of Outlaws cham-
pion, Alex Bergeron was also
crowned the 2020 iRacing World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car World Championship winner
and awarded with a more than
$15,000 check. Like Sweet, itʼs his
second consecutive championship.

The virtual banquet – which can
be found on the World of Outlaws
Facebook, Twitter and Youtube
pages – closed the book on the
2020 season, but itʼs a story youʼre
sure to never forget.

The World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series 2021
season will kick off Feb. 5-7 at Vo-
lusia Speedway Park during the
DIRTcar Nationals. 

If you canʼt make it to the track,

you can watch all of the action live
on DIRTVision.

BANQUET AWARDS:
• Chassis Builder of the Year:

Maxim Racing (Kasey Kahne Rac-
ing)

• Engine Builder of the Year:
Cappetta Engines (Kasey Kahne
Racing)

• Crew Chief of the Year: Philip
Dietz (Jason Johnson Racing)

• Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the
Year: Wayne Johnson

• Jason Johnson Sportsman of
the Year: Andrew Bowman (Kasey
Kahne Racing)

• NOS Energy Drink Human
Horsepower Award – Daryn
Pittman

• Drydene Blood Sweat & Gears
Award – Jacob Allen

• KSE Racing Hard Charger
Award – Brad Sweet

• Racing Electronics Rookie
Award (New ear molds) – Wayne
Johnson

• VP Racing Fuels Award – Brad
Sweet (champion), Wayne John-
son (RotY) and Jacob Allen (Most
Improved)

World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint
Cars Will Tour More

Than Half of the
United States in its
90-Plus Schedule

The World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series is
bringing a 90-plus schedule across
27 states with game-changing
purses at stake in 2021.

Key to next season is the revi-
talization of a full slate of crown
jewel events, including the 60th
NOS Energy Drink Knoxville Na-
tionals with a potential $200,000 to
the winner; TWO Kings Royals
each paying $175,000 to win from
an $800,000 purse; an additional
$100,000 on the line for the Jack-
son Nationals if the same driver
wins the Husetʼs 50 ahead of Jack-
son; and the historic Williams
Grove National Open with $75,000
to the winner from an enhanced
payout through the field.

“We have set the stage for an in-
credible 2021 season,” World of
Outlaws CEO Brian Carter said.
“The teams will be racing for un-
precedented purses in the recent
history of the sport, weʼll be back to
racing coast-to-coast, celebrating
the 50th annual DIRTcar Nationals,
the 60th annual Knoxville Nation-
als, two Kings Royals, a stellar
Jackson Nationals with big-money
incentives, and we still have a few 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

more surprises to re-
veal this winter. Weʼre
definitely looking for-
ward to kicking off a
huge new season in
February.”

The Series will
make its inaugural ap-
pearances at four
tracks in 2021 and re-
turn to several iconic
venues in the upcom-
ing epic new season,
which will kick off Feb.
5-7 at Volusia Speed-
way Park in Bar-
berville, FL for the

50th DIRTcar Nationals, and run
into November when it wraps up
with the championship-crowning
Can-Am World Finals Nov. 4-6 at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte.

“The COVID-19 pandemic put a
damper on our initial 2020 plans,
but I think weʼve put together an ex-
citing 2021 schedule that brings the
Series back to its roots of a long
season spanning across the coun-
try,” World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series Director
Carlton Reimers said. “Several new
tracks have been added this year
that should please drivers and fans
alike, along with fan-favorites still in
place.”

WHATʼS NEW:
Magnolia Motor Speedway (Fri.,

Feb. 19) – For the first time since
2011, the World of Outlaws will
make its return to Mississippi with
its debut at Magnolia Motor Speed-
way. The 3/8-mile track in Colum-
bus, MS, opened in 2004 and has
hosted several Sprint Car and Late
Model events since, but will be
graced by the World of Outlaws for
the first time in 2021.

“Weʼre looking forward to having
the World of Outlaws race at the
speedway and make their return to
Mississippi,” Magnolia Motor
Speedway Promoter Johnny
Stokes said. “It should be a pretty
good show here.”

Revolution Park Speedway
(Sat., Feb. 20) – The World of Out-
laws will return to Louisiana for the
first time since 2004 with its debut
at Revolution Park Speedway. The
3/8-mile track is asphalt but will
have dirt put down on it for the
event, which it did for a Late Model
event this year.

Vado Speedway Park (Fri.-Sat.,
April 9-10) – The newly constructed
multi-million-dollar state-of-the-art
Vado Speedway Park in Vado, NM,
will host its inaugural World of Out-
laws NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car
doubleheader in April. The 3/8-mile

track is located off Interstate 10 be-
tween Las Cruces, NM, and El
Paso, TX. It features paved fan
parking, a concrete midway, con-
crete pit pads and stadium quality
suites.

I-70 Speedway (Fri.-Sat., April
30-May 1) – While the World of
Outlaws visited I-70 Speedway in
the 1980s, when the Series returns
to the Odessa, MO, facility this year
it will be an entirely new 3/8-mile
track. It closed in 2008, but was
purchased by Chris Payne, who re-
vamped Heartland Motorsports
Park in Kansas. He has turned the
facility into a state-of-the-art motor-
sport park with the new dirt track
and a dragway. 

WHATʼS RETURNING:
Dixie Speedway (Fri., Feb. 12) –

Instead of taking a few weeks off
after the season opening DIRTcar
Nationals, the World of Outlaws will
hit the road and make its return to
the 3/8-mile Dixie Speedway in
Georgia. The Series has made
three previous appearances at the
track, with the last coming in 2007.
Mark Kinser won the first two
events in 1999 and Joey Saldana
won the last.

Talladega Short Track (Sat.,
Feb. 13) – After stopping in Geor-
gia, the World of Outlaws will make
its return to Alabama the following
day at the Talladega Short Track.
The Series last visited the 1/3-mile
track in 2011, which saw David
Gravel pick up his first career vic-
tory. There have been seven differ-
ent winners in the Seriesʼ 11
appearances at the track.

“Talladega Short Track was a
blast back when I was there and

Iʼm excited to get back,” Gravel
said.

West Coast Swings (March 4-
April 10 & Sept. 3-Sept. 18) – After
missing out on a West Coast Swing
last year, the Series has Spring and
Fall swings planned, featuring the
return of several exciting venues.
The Spring swing will kick off
Thursday, March 4, at The Dirt
Track at Las Vegas before going to
Arizona Speedway the following
weekend and then to California.
The California tour will include the
Seriesʼ to Merced Speedway for
the first time since 2014. The
Spring swing will then conclude at
Vado Speedway Park.

The Fall swing begins in Wash-
ington, Friday and Saturday, Sept.
3-4, at Skagit Speedway and stays
in Washington on Monday, Sept. 6,
at Grays Harbor Raceway before
returning to California for the Friday
and Saturday, Sept. 10-11, Gold
Cup at Silver Dollar Speedway. The
Fall swing will then conclude the
following weekend Friday, Sept. 17,
at Keller Auto Speedway and Sat-
urday, Sept. 18, at Placerville
Speedway.

“Iʼm really excited weʼre heading
back to Placerville,” two-time and
defending World of Outlaws cham-
pion Brad Sweet said. “Itʼs my
home track and I missed not being
able to race in California this year
in front of all my friends and family.
It just didnʼt feel like a real Outlaw
schedule without the West Coast
Swings.”

Sharon Speedway (Sat., May
22) – For the first time since 2016
the World of Outlaws will feature
three Ohio tracks on the schedule

with the addition of Sharon Speed-
way in 2021. The 3/8-mile track in
Hartford, OH has hosted nine Se-
ries races in the past with the last
event taking place in 2007. None of
the current full-time drivers have
won a Series race at Sharon.

New York Tour (Fri.-Sat., July
30-31) – COVID-19 canceled all
plans of racing in New York in
2020, but the World of Outlaws will
look to venture North again in 2021
for a doubleheader weekend. For
the first time since 2018, on Friday,
July 30, the Series plans to return
to Ransomville Speedway and then
on Saturday, July 31, to Weedsport
Speedway.

Crown Jewels – The Jackson
Nationals, NOS Energy Drink
Knoxville Nationals, Kings Royal
and Williams Grove National Open
return in 2021 as cornerstone
events on the schedule. There will
be an additional $100,000 on the
line for the Jackson Nationals if a
driver can win the finale of the
Husetʼs 50 – taking place a day
ahead of the Nationals – and win
the Nationals finale. Also, the 60th
NOS Energy Drink Knoxville Na-
tionals will pay a potential $200,000
to the winner with each lap paying
$1,000 to the driver that leads it.

Finally, as released earlier, the
2021 schedule will also feature the
Seriesʼ increased purse, which will
pay at least $10,000 to the winner
each event.

Tickets for all events will be
available at WorldofOut-
laws.com/tix.
If you canʼt make it to the track, you
can watch every race live on
DIRTVision.
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CONCORD, NC -
While the annual
awards banquet was
cancelled with restric-
tions in place, the
World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late
Model Series re-
mained committed to
honoring our teams
and remembering the

2020 season.
Gathering the ten platinum driv-

ers at the World Racing Group of-
fice in Concord, North Carolina, we
sat them down individually to
record a Virtual Banquet!

Watch the banquet by visiting
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YwP-
KPmIhFa0&t=832s.

With 40 races at 25 tracks in 10
states, this year's slate was a trying
one as we were forced to navigate
the uncertain times amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic. It was no
easy task completing a full cam-
paign, but with the support of our
sponsors, tracks, drivers, teams
and staff, we got it done in a big
way this year.

Now let's look back on the suc-
cesses of 2020 and remember the
men behind The Most Powerful
Late Models on the Planet:

• 10th - Brent Larson - (Lake
Elmo, Minnesota) - Arnie Ranta No.
B1: 40 Starts / 1 Fast Time / 1 Last
Chance Showdown Win / $65,985
in WoO Earnings

Brent Larson's third year on tour
offered up plenty of change, most
notably in his switch from Longhorn
Chassis to Barry Wright ICON
Race Cars in August. It proved to
be the right call for the Minnesota
man when he went out and electri-
fied the Williams Grove (Pa.)
Speedway crowd with his Fast
Time Award at the wicked fast half-
mile.

"2020 was up and down, hit and
miss, not exactly what we hoped
for. We got off to a bad start this
year without the sponsorship we
needed; for us, just finishing this
year was a big accomplishment. It
wasn't what we hoped for, but we
made it through the year. We've put
ourselves in good shape for next
year with our motor program and
new cars, so I'm excited for what's
to come." - Brent Larson

• 9th - Boom Briggs - (Bear
Lake, Pennsylvania) - CJ's Auto

Transport No. 99B: 39 Starts / 1
Podium / 2 Top 5s / 4 Top 10s / 1
Fast Time / 4 Heat Wins / 40 Laps
Led / $75,370 in WoO Earnings

The life of the party, Boom Na-
tion had a good time watching their
favorite driver in 2020. From his
track record at Vado (N.M.) Speed-
way Park in January to his top five
finish at Lernerville's (Pa.) Fire-
cracker in June to his near first-ca-
reer win at Eriez (Pa.) Speedway in
August, Briggs was never short of
exciting rides this year; even his flip
at Cedar Lake (Wisc.) Speedway
on Fourth of July.

"It was an odd year for lots of
reasons. We had too much bad
luck at the beginning of the season
with parts breaking that shouldn't
break. We switched cars there after
Cedar Lake in August and ended
up fairly strong at the end of the
season. I'm glad to get it over.
Hopefully 2021 is better for every-
one. I'm gonna go do fishing and
get ready for Volusia in January." -
Boom Briggs

• 8th - Scott Bloomquist -
(Mooresburg, Tennessee) - Team
Zero No. 0: 39 Starts / 1 Victory / 2
Podiums / 9 Top 5s / 17 Top 10s / 1
Fast Time / 6 Heat Wins / 50 Laps
Led / $104,190 in WoO Earnings

Delivering the goods in his re-
turn to full-time action with the
World of Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Series, Bloomquist
was always-exciting throughout
2020. As he recovered from hip
surgery and dealt with team
changes, Black Sunshine never
wavered in his quest to get back on
top. He finally made it back atop
the mountain in September at
Thunder Mountain (Pa.) Speed-
way, winning his first race in 300+
days and snapping a 44-race
drought by parking his Drydene
Performance Products No. 0 in vic-
tory lane.

"I'd like to thank Drydene for
backing us this year. Ed Petroff for
sticking with us too. VP Racing
Fuels, Penske Racing Shocks,
Hoosier Tire. We've got a lot of
good plans, I'm looking forward to
next season. I've only got about
10% numbness left in my leg, so
things are looking up." - Scott
Bloomquist

• 7th - Ashton Winger - (Hamp-
ton, Georgia) - Franklin Enterprises
No. 12: 40 Starts / 1 Victory / 2

Podiums / 6 Top 5s / 19 Top 10s / 2
Fast Times / 2 Heat Wins / 44 Laps
Led / $130,555 in WoO Earnings

Coming into his own throughout
the return to racing, 20-year old
Winger showed the characteristics
of a wily veteran in the midst of his
remarkable Rookie of the Year
campaign. His first-career win at
Cedar Lake (Wisc.) Speedway on
July 3 brought him national atten-
tion when he beat Brandon Shep-
pard straight up for $20,000 in an
instant classic. He continued to im-
prove as the year wound down, re-
turning to the podium again at
Thunder Mountain Speedway with
a 21st-to-third drive in his Rocket
No. 12.

"Our car was fast all year long, I
just made too many mistakes at
times. We picked up a lot around
June and then we got that win at
Cedar Lake, where I lost probably
ten years of my life thanks to
Sheppy. I felt like we were in con-
tention to win some other races,
but we let some get away. This
whole season and winning Rookie
of the Year means a lot to me. I
hope we can do this deal again
next year." - Ashton Winger

• 6th - Darrell Lanigan - (Union,
Kentucky) - Viper Motorsports No.
29V: 38 Starts / 1 Victory / 8 Podi-
ums / 12 Top 5s / 24 Top 10s / 1
Fast Time / 12 Heat Wins / 65 Laps
Led / $126,480 in WoO Earnings

The Bluegrass Bandit returned
to form over the summer and went
on a hot streak that eventually de-
livered his first win of the season in
dominating fashion at Red River
Valley (N.D.) Speedway in July. If it
weren't for a hard crash at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte, which kept him
out of the car for the season finale,
Lanigan could've finished third in
this year's standings. Already com-
mitted to Viper Motorsports in
2021, the 50-year old inductee to
the National Dirt Late Model Hall of
Fame will be back next year to
chase more wins, titles and
records.

"It was a good year for us to get
back on track. We had a lot of
strong runs all over the place and
built some momentum for our pro-
gram. We'll be back next year;
hopefully competing for more wins
and the title." - Darrell Lanigan

• 5th - Chase Junghans - (Man-
hattan, Kansas) - Shop Quik No.
18: 40 Starts / 2 Podiums / 6 Top 5s
/ 26 Top 10s / 4 Heat Wins /
$104,185 in WoO Earnings

Junghans continued to prove
himself as a model of consistency
in 2020. Scoring two podium ap-
pearances at Plymouth (Wisc.) Dirt
Track and Lavonia (Ga.) Speed-

way, Junghans was almost always
a top-ten runner with 26 top ten fin-
ishes (third-most) in his 40 starts.
For the Kansas racer, it marked his
second straight year as a top-five
finisher in World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series points.

"I think we had a better car than
fifth-place in points, but just had too
much bad luck. For what we went
through though, I think this year
was a success for everyone. Hope-
fully we can come back strong next
year. I feel confident that we've got
a really strong race car, we've just
got to put the pieces together." -
Chase Junghans

• 4th - Dennis Erb Jr. - (Carpen-
tersville, Illinois) - Rocket Chassis
No. 28: 40 Starts / 1 Victory / 5
Podiums / 11 Top 5s / 22 Top 10s /
1 Fast Time / 7 Heat Wins / 39 Laps
Led / $132,525 in WoO Earnings

For someone as successful
as The One Man Band, it's hard to
believe his fourth-place finish in
2020 with the World of Outlaws is
his career-best effort in any na-
tional touring series. Erb snapped
a three-year drought when he won
at Eriez (Pa.) Speedway and per-
formed a stellar late-season rally to
roar from sixth-to-fourth in the
standings, a charge that brought
him an additional $11,000 in points
fund payout.

"It's been a different year for us,
but we got through it and had a lot
of success. It was challenging, but
it was good for us. Congratulations
to Brandon [Sheppard] on his
championship and Ashton [Winger]
on Rookie of the Year. We're going
to take a couple months here and
get ready to go in Florida." - Den-
nis Erb Jr.

• 3rd - Cade Dillard - (Robeline,
Louisiana) - MB Customs No. 97:
40 Starts / 2 Victories / 9 Podiums
/ 13 Top 5s / 24 Top 10s / 12 Heat
Wins / 121 Laps Led / $177,030 in
WoO Earnings

Thriller's 2020 season can be
summed up in just four words that
he let out after winning the Fire-
cracker, "A dream come true." In
his sophomore campaign, Cade
improved vastly, earning the Dry-
dene Blood, Sweat & Gears Award
for his charge from 7th-to-3rd in
points. He recorded his first-career
win at New Mexico's Vado Speed-
way Park in January, then banked
$30,000 in the biggest win of life at
Lernerville (Pa.) Speedway's Fire-
cracker in June.

"It's been a great year for me.
The stuff that I've been able to
achieve and accomplish has been
a dream come true. Some of the
stuff we've been able to do, I 

(Continued Next Page)
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would've never imag-
ined in a million years.
I was blessed with a
lot of great opportuni-
ties this year. To be in
the top three with
Brandon and Ricky is
a huge honor." - Cade
Dillard

• 2nd - Ricky
Weiss - (Headingly,
Manitoba) - Drydene
No. 7: 40 Starts / 2
Victories / 15 Podiums
/ 19 Top 5s / 31 Top
10s / 1 Fast Time / 6
Heat Wins / 150 Laps

Led / $184,430 in WoO Earnings
The Manitoba Missile's sopho-

more season didn't disappoint, as
the 32-year old Canadian drove
his Drydene Performance Prod-
ucts No. 7 to a runner-up result in
the championship standings. His
long overdue first-career victory
came at Vado (N.M.) Speedway
Park and he quickly followed that
up with a second triumph at Jack-
son (Minn.) Motorplex. While he
tailed off over the summer, Weiss
gathered it back up in the fall with
three runner-up runs at Lancaster
(S.C.) Motor Speedway, 411
(Tenn.) Motor Speedway, and The
Dirt Track (N.C.) at Charlotte. After
back-to-back podium placings in
the championship, is 2021 the year
Ricky nails down the title?

"Going up and down the road is
real hard, but it's been worth it this
year. We've put our blood, sweat
and tears into this thing. I'm very
proud of my team and what we ac-
complished this year. Hopefully in
2021, we can make a run at that
championship and give Brandon a
run for his money." - Ricky Weiss

• CHAMPION - Brandon Shep-
pard - (New Berlin, Illinois) -
Rocket1 Racing No. 1: 40 Starts /
14 Victories / 25 Podiums / 31 Top
5s / 36 Top 10s / 8 Fast Time's / 20
Heat Wins / 452 Laps Led /
$347,150 in WoO Earnings

The Rocket Shepp extended his
reign as king with his second-
straight title and third in the last four
years with the World of Out-
laws Morton Buildings Late Model
Series. From his four-race winning
streak in July and continued Penn-
sylvania prowess to the closest win
in series history (.007 seconds) at
Davenport and a $20,000 victory
LIVE on CBS Sports Network,
there was little that B-Shepp didn't
do in 2020. With his $100,000
championship payday on top,
Sheppard banked more than
$750,000 overall this year.

"It's been a phenomenal year for
us again. My team and I have been
working our tails off. I wouldn't be
where I am without those guys. It's
been an amazing ride that I want to
keep going for a long time. My dad
and my grandpa have been by my
side since day one, they're a huge
part of my career." - Brandon Shep-
pard

The full list of special award win-
ners at this year's Virtual Banquet:

• VP Racing Fuels Champion
Award - Brandon Sheppard

• Integra Shocks Crew of the
Year - Rocket1 Racing

• Chassis Builder of the Year -
Rocket Chassis

• Engine Builder of the Year -
Durham Racing Engines

• Racing Electronics Rookie of
the Year - Ashton Winger

• Drydene Blood, Sweat &
Gears Award - Cade Dillard

The 2021 World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late Model Series
season will be bigger and better
than ever with 55+ races, more
special events, and increased pay-
out all announced. It all begins in
just 65 days with the Sunshine Na-
tionals at Volusia Speedway
Park on January 14-16.

To stay up to date with the World
of Outlaws Morton Buildings Late
Model Series, like us on Facebook
or follow us on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @WoOLateModels.

Ted Johnson
Unleashes the Late

Models in 1988
CONCORD, NC - In commemo-

ration of the 20th season for the
World of Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Series coming in
2021, we're remembering the past
and looking back on the years that
led us to today.

The beginning was 1988. Ted
Johnson had already established
the World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Cars as a national
powerhouse after only ten years.
So, what now?

Late Models, of course.
Founded on the same principles

which transformed his 1978 band
of travelers into The Greatest Show
on Dirt, Johnson of Beloit, Wisc.
formed a series of fendered fanat-
ics in '88 to unleash the The Most
Powerful Late Models on the
Planet.

Recruiting an elite breed of driv-
ers, this original outfit of Outlaws
was a list of legends on top of leg-
ends. After all, 11 of the top 12 in
the series' inaugural point stand-
ings have now found a home at
the National Dirt Late Model Hall of

Fame.
Some of the iconic names which

headlined that opening campaign
in '88 includes Moyer, Kraft,
Phillips, Kosiski, Swartz, Essary,
Moran, Boggs, Purvis, Smith, Auk-
land, and more.

With 17 races on the docket, the
World of Outlaws Late Model Se-
ries contested events from Penn-
sylvania to Colorado, and
everywhere in between in 1988. A
total of 12 unique tracks in 11 dif-
ferent states highlighted year one.

Forever etched in the record
books is the date April 22, 1988,
when the World of Outlaws Late
Models officially roared to life with
the first event in series history held
at the revered Williams Grove
Speedway in Mechanicsburg,
Pennsylvania. Distinguished as the
first feature winner, Larry Phillips of
Springfield, Mo. outran an all-star
cast of competitors which included
Jack Boggs, Freddy Smith, Rodney
Franklin and Billy Moyer for his lone
career victory.

When the series ventured
west, Mr. Smooth Billy Moyer en-
tered the win column and promptly
established himself as the original
Outlaw. A three-race win streak at
Badlands Raceway in Yates Cen-
ter, Kans. and Colorado National
Speedway in Erie, Colo. pushed
Moyer to the top of the all-time wins
list, a spot he would hold until 2012
when Darrell Lanigan stripped it
away.

The summer of '88 began with a
variety pack of fresh faces in victory
lane as Willy Kraft of Lakefield,
Minn. won at Black Hills and Jack-
son, Rick Egersdorf of St. Paul,
Minn. put his name into the hat by
scoring at Cedar Lake, and Johnny
Stokes of Columbus, Miss. was top
dog in an Enid showdown.
From there, Moyer turned up the
heat and went on an unrelenting
run to win six of the final seven
shows, including a five-race stretch
which lasted 11 more seasons as
the longest win streak in series his-
tory.

Triumphs at Sante Fe and
Knoxville  led into a perfect trifecta
when Moyer swept three straight
nights of the USA Nationals at
Cedar Lake Speedway. The soon-
to-be Million Dollar Man, Donnie
Moran, stopped Billy's streak when
the Outlaws hit Missouri for the first
time ever, beating him head-to-
head at Highway 13 in Bolivar. Billy
got him back one night later with a
season-ending score at Lebanon I-
44.

Recording ten wins and 14 top
five finishes in the 17-race series,
Moyer became the first champion

in World of Outlaws Late Model Se-
ries history with 2,024 points
earned aboard his famous No.
21. Closing out the top five point
finishers in the inaugural season
was Willy Kraft (-109), Larry Phillips
(-200), Joe Kosiski (-578), and
Charlie Swartz (-757).

It was a year to remember and
will forever be written into the his-
tory books. With the groundwork
laid, the stage was set for the World
of Outlaws Late Models to return in
1989 with bigger goals in mind.
Come back on Friday, November
27 to read up on the 1989 cam-
paign.

Ricky Weiss Eyeing
Championship

Campaign in 2021
CONCORD, NC - If statistical

trends mean anything, 2021 will be
the year of Ricky Weiss.

Today, the Headingly, Manitoba,
Canada native confirmed that he'll
return to the World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late Model Series in
2021 with his sights set on the
$100,000 championship. After
earning Racing Electronics Rookie
of the Year honors with a third-
place finish in 2019, then a runner-
up result in 2020, all that remains
for The Manitoba Missile is the
prestigious title.

Continuing his relationship
with Drydene Performance Prod-
ucts, Weiss is proudly bringing
them back as the primary sponsor
on his No. 7 for the second year
now. He'll keep Vic Hill power
under the hood, but is making
some changes elsewhere in his
program.

Building his own chassis, Weiss
has split with his Team Zero Race
Cars over the off-season to build
his own machines in 2021; a new
adventure that he hopes will instill
some new life in his budding oper-
ation.

"I feel more confident than ever
going into this next year with our
whole team," Weiss said. "If you
look back at where we started with
the Outlaws in 2019 to where we
are now, we've grown leaps and
bounds. We were the top rookie,
then we won some races, now I re-
ally want to go contend for a title
with Brandon [Sheppard]. I'm proud
to have Drydene back on board
with us and ready to get the season
rolling next month."

With more than 55+ races on a
massive 2021 slate spanning from
January to November and Florida
to North Dakota, a championship
against The Most Powerful Late 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

Models on the
Planet will be no easy
task. To earn the
crown and write his
name into the record
books, Weiss will have
to dethrone the mod-
ern-day king of the
Outlaws: Brandon
Sheppard, who enters
a new year fresh off
his third World of Out-
laws title with Rocket1
Racing.

Tough? Sure. Pos-
sible? Absolutely.

Since joining the
World of Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Series on a full-

time basis in 2019, Weiss has cer-
tainly ascended up the ladder in his
tenure. Why not climb just one po-
sition more?

He went winless in year one, but
came close to victory on countless
occasions. Leading 82 laps across
several different races, Weiss was
slowly grooming himself into the
title contender he would soon be-
come. Backed by the consistency
of 17 top five finishes and 30 top
ten efforts in 41 shows, a third-
place championship result gave
him Rookie of the Year honors
over Cade Dillard and propelled
him into an even more successful
sophomore season.

Led by his first career victories
at Vado (N.M.) Speedway Park in
January and Jackson (Minn.) Mo-

torplex in May, Weiss recorded a
career year in 2020 which saw him
place second in the point stand-
ings. He set career highs in every
statistical category with 150 laps
led, 19 top five finishes and 31 top
ten results. Solidifying that he was
not only here to stay, but here to
become a championship con-
tender.

"Switching to our own cars is
going to be a new challenge, but it's
something we're ready for," noted
Weiss on the change.

"To have our own resources and
be able to make all of the adjust-
ments that we can think of or desire
will be good for us. We've been tin-
kering with a lot of things in the
shop this off-season and doing a lot
of fine tuning on this deal. I'm ex-

cited to get to Volusia next month
and really start working on this
thing at the track."

His hopeful championship cam-
paign will kick off in just over a
month when the 2021 World of
Outlaws Morton Buildings Late
Model Series season begins at Vo-
lusia (Fla.) Speedway Park for the
Sunshine Nationals on January 14-
16. Four additional nights at Volu-
sia will follow three weeks later
when the 50th annual DIRTcar Na-
tionals takes center stage on Feb-
ruary 10-13.

If you can't be there, you can
watch Every Lap LIVE on DIRTVi-
sion.

Single-day tickets and packages
are now available to purchase to
both events for fans.
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AUSTIN, TX -
FloSports, a leading
sports streaming, and
original content net-
work, today an-
nounced the
acquisition of stream-

ing rights for the Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire in a groundbreaking 10-
year deal to broadcast the
blockbuster indoor Midget racing
event to racing fans worldwide.
One of the countryʼs biggest and
most popular motorsports events,
the Chili Bowl Nationals celebrates
its 35th annual running between
Jan. 11-16, 2021.

The deal amplifies the motor-
sports offering on FloSports and
brings over 40 additional racing
events to its FloRacing platform.

As part of the pact to stream the
Chili Bowl Nationals, FloSports will
also exclusively broadcast the
massive Lucas Oil Tulsa Shootout,
the largest event for micro sprint
racing in the country, and will co-
stream the 2021 Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series presented by
MAVTV Motorsports Network with
the RacinBoys Broadcasting Net-
work which will remain involved in
the streaming production for the se-
ries.

One of the industryʼs fastest-
growing dedicated motorsports
platforms, FloSports continues to
consolidate the best of grassroots
dirt track racing onto one digital
destination. FloRacing has experi-
enced a 450% growth in sub-

scribers since January 2020,
demonstrating the viability of this
category to the future of motor-
sports streaming.

The six-night event annually
draws thousands of spectators and
over 300 Midget entrants from
around the world, with American
drivers from a variety of racing dis-
ciplines joining competitors from
Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
and the United Kingdom. Midget di-
vision regulars face off with racers
from the ranks of the World of Out-
laws, All-Star Circuit of Champions,
USAC, Dirt Late Models, NASCAR,
and NHRA drag racing, stamping
the Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals
as the most eclectic motorsports
event of the season.

Last yearʼs run was topped by
NASCAR and open-wheel super-
star, Kyle Larson, while Okla-
homaʼs Christopher Bell, another
NASCAR standout with roots in
open-wheel racing, captured the
race the previous three years.

Contested on a quarter-mile dirt
track built inside the River Spirit
Expo Center in Tulsa, this yearʼs
Chili Bowl Nationals will only allow
25% grandstand capacity due to
Covid-19 restrictions, but every lap
of the weekʼs preliminary action
from Mon., Jan. 11 through Sat.,
Jan. 16 — heat races, qualifying
features, the Race of Champions
and Saturdayʼs “alphabet soup”
qualifiers — will be streamed live to
FloRacing subscribers. The Chili
Bowl Nationals C-, B- and A-mains
on Saturday night, Jan. 16, will con-

tinue to air live on the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network and LucasOil-
Racing.tv.

“FloSports is excited about the
impact this partnership will have on
the world of grassroots racing,”
said FloRacing General Manager,
Michael Rigsby.

"It further cements our serious
position in motorsports, allowing us
to build upon the Chili Bowl tradi-
tion that was started 35 years ago.
(Chili Bowl promoter) Emmett Hahn
and Beverly Edwards along with
their families, Scott Traylor (Racin-
Boys president and CEO), Racin-
Boys and the entire Lucas Oil team
have been fantastic partners in
making this deal happen. Itʼs offi-
cially Tulsa time for FloSports and
weʼre eager to get to work.”

“Iʼve been impressed with the
quality of the FloRacing broadcasts
and weʼre looking forward to what
they can do for the Chili Bowl,” said
event co-founder, Emmett Hahn.

“I believe this new relationship is
the best step forward for us, our
fans, and our partners. Longtime
fans will be able to watch the Chili
Bowl as well as the Tulsa Shootout
and the American Sprint Car Series
on an incredible platform. I person-
ally really enjoy having the ability to
see so many different series under
one digital subscription with Flo-
Racing. Plus, their team produces
so much great content. A Chili Bowl
and FloRacing partnership is going
to work very well for everyone.”

Along with the Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire, FloSports will also stream
the massive Lucas
Oil Tulsa Shootout —
the largest event for
micro-sprint racing in
the world with well
over 1,000 entries
scheduled to com-

pete from Dec. 30, 2020 through
Jan. 2, 2021.

FloRacing and RacinBoys will
co-stream the 2021 Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work. RacinBoys will continue to
consult on the production of the
Lucas Oil Tulsa Shootout and the
Chili Bowl Nationals.

Connect with thrilling live and
on-demand grassroots racing ac-
tion by becoming a FloRacing sub-
scriber.

The subscription unlocks pre-
mium FloRacing content headlined
by access to over 800 live events
per year, including events con-
tested at Tony Stewartʼs Eldora
Speedway and the Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All-Star Circuit of Champions
Sprint Car tour, a full schedule of
United States Auto Club (USAC)
and Interstate Racing Association
(IRA) events and over 100 days of
premium drag racing events.

Also included in a subscription
are the exclusive interviews, be-
hind-the-scenes access and ride-
alongs with drivers, motorsports
news, archived races and high-
lights that racing fans have come to
expect from the FloRacing plat-
form. FloRacing subscribers also
receive complete access to the en-
tire network of FloSports verticals
ranging from cycling, wrestling,
football, baseball, softball, grap-
pling, rodeo and more. Watch the
races across all screens by down-
loading the FloSports app on iOS,
Android, Apple TV, Roku, Amazon
Fire and Chromecast.
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QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Making it an un-
precedented 45 wins
on the 2020 season,
Californiaʼs Kyle Lar-
son made it a week-
end sweep with the
ASCS Southwest Re-
gion in the fifth running
of the Copper Classic
at Arizona Speedway.

Through the first
two turns, Rico Abreu
ripped the cushion to
the race lead with

Hickle and Larson giving chase.
Into traffic quickly, Rico continued
to hold with Hickle staying within
striking distance. Getting the run on
Lap 7, Hickle took the point down
the backstretch, but could not hold
the position as Rico reclaimed the
race lead.

Falling to third soon after as Kyle
Larson worked by, the No. 57 was
in hot pursuit of Rico.

To the bottom of the Speedway
as the race neared the half-way
point, Larson was denied the ad-
vance. Getting the rubber band
wound up two laps later, Larson
again shot the hub with Abreu
again keeping Larson at bay.

Side by side on Lap 18, Larson
took the lead, but the move would
not count as the caution put the No.
24 back atop the leaderboard.
Keeping pace in clean air, Rico
pounded the cushion with Larson
running in his tire tracks while the

battle for third saw Macedo take it
away from Hickle.

Starting to find the back of the
field again, a mistake by Rico with
eight laps to go was just enough for
Larson to steal the lead. Pulling
away through the closing laps, Lar-
son crossed with 2.584-seconds to
spare.

Taking away second in the clos-
ing laps, Carson Macedo crossed
ahead of Rico Abreu for the Cali-
fornia podium sweep. Washing-
tonʼs J.J. Hickle grabbed fourth with
Missouriʼs Garet Williamson com-
pleting the top five.

Buddy Kofoid crossed sixth with
Colton Hardy seventh. Justin
Sanders was eighth with Chase
Majdic making up nine spots to
ninth. Devon Borden completed the
top ten.

The 2021 event lineup for the
ASCS Southwest Region is in the
works and will be announced in the
coming months. Through every-
thing that has transpired in 2020,
officials with the American Sprint
Car Series cannot thank enough
everyone who has continued to
support Sprint Car racing in the
Southwest.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2020,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Sterling Cling Holds
On For Copper Classic

Score With
The ASCS Desert
Non-Wing Series

QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Wrapping
up the 2020 season with the San
Tan Ford ASCS Desert Non-Wing
Series, Sterling Cling captured ca-
reer win No. 4 and with it, the
$2,000 top prize in the fifth annual
Copper Classic at Arizona Speed-
way in a race that was fraught with
cautions and came down to the
final two turns.

Taking the lead early on, the No.
34c was chased by Fridayʼs prelim
winner, Stevie Sussex, with Bruce
St. James also in the mix. Green
through Lap 11, the caution lights
brought Sussex to the leader's
back bumper, but the No. 12 could
do little on the restart as Cling

pulled away.
Finding traffic with seven laps to

run, Cling was forced off the throt-
tle, allowing Sussex to close rap-
idly.

Five to go, Sussex dove to the
hub of the third and fourth turns,
but again would give chase to
Cling. Moving back into the leader's
tire tracks, the final two laps saw
Sussex again got a shot at the
lead, but the caution lights greeted
the field as Tyler Most rolled to a
stop in front of the leader through
the fourth turn.

Back to the last fully completed
lap on the restart, Sussex charged
the bottom for the lead. Slight con-
tact on the way by, Stevie muscled
into the lead as the pair hit the
backstretch, but the caution before
the lap could be completed for Pete
Yerkovich negated the move.

Looking at Clingʼs back bumper 
(Continued Next Page)
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Southwest Copper Classic

Kylw Larson celebrates in victory lane after racing his way to the
win in the Southwest Copper Classic at Arizona Speedway fol-
lowed by Carson Macedo (left) in second and Rico Abreu (right) in
third. (Ben Thrasher photo)



Continued…

once again, the No.
34c hit the hub as
Sussex railed the
cushion. Slide job for
the lead off the fourth
turn, the caution con-
tinued to haunt the
field. To the wave of
the green flag, it was
just as before as Sus-
sex took a top to bot-
tom approach for the
lead. Edged by Cling
at the line, Stevie
again hit the cushion
through the first and
second turns. With

momentum to his advantage, the
run off the final two turns saw cau-
tion instead of checkers.

To the wave of the green and
white, frustration struck again as
the run to the point by Sussex was
nullified by the caution. Getting the
final green flag, Sussex gave it one
final shot, but Sterling Cling would
not be denied as he barely held on
for the win.

Third went to Bruce St. James
with Jonas Reynolds in tow. Mak-
ing up 11 positions, Randy Nelson
completed the top five.

Joshua Shipley was sixth, fol-
lowed by Washingtonʼs Shawn
Rice who ran from 19th to seventh.
A.J. Hernandez, Ryan Murphy, and
Danny Mathus completed the top
ten.

The 2021 event lineup for the
San Tan Ford ASCS Desert Non-
Wing Series is in the works and will
be announced in the coming
months. Through everything that
has transpired in 2020, officials with
the American Sprint Car Series
cannot thank enough everyone
who has continued to support
Sprint Car racing in the Southwest.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2020,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Copper Classic Prelim
Goes To Kyle Larson

With The ASCS
Southwest Region

QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Taking
advantage of the Heat/Qualifier for-
mat to its full extent on Night 1 of
the fifth annual Copper Classic at
Arizona Speedway, California's
Kyle Larson grabbed win No. 44 on
the 2020 season, along with his
second career triumph with the

ASCS Southwest Region.
Drawing 100 to set his Heat

Race lineup, Larson's Qualifier per-
formance sent him from 19th in
passing points to earing the right of
the front row in Friday's 25-lap fea-
ture event.

Taking a shot at the lead on the
start, Rico Abreu rolled the bottom
on Larson and Carson Macedo
with the No. 57 diamonding the first
two turns to the lead down the back
straightaway with Macedo second.

Red working Lap 4 for Brock
Zearfoss, who went for a ride exit-
ing the second turn, the field re-
verted to Lap 3 on the restart with
Larson again taking off with the
lead as Rico set sights on second,
but could not hold the spot as
Buddy Kofoid and Colton Hardy
pounced on the No. 24 with Kofoid
taking third.

By a half stretch as the race
passed Lap 10, Larson began
working slower traffic. Held up by
the backmarkers, Macedo closed
rapidly. Taking advantage, the No.
21 shot to the lead on Lap 12, but it
was short-lived as Larson re-
claimed the point the following lap.
Moving in on the pair during the ex-
change, Buddy Kofoid was able to
take second on Lap 14.

Pulling away by a half-second,
Larson was not out of the woods as
traffic came back into play with five
laps to go. Finally clearing the
slower machines, Larson was un-
stoppable with an advantage of
2.050-seconds at the finish.

Carson Macedo worked back to
second in the closing laps, with
Buddy Kofoid taking third. Rico
Abreu crossed fourth with Arizonaʼs
Colton Hardy in fifth.

Californiaʼs D.J. Netto was sixth
with Garet Williamson seventh.
Justin Sanders, Devon Borden,

and J.J. Hickle made up the top
ten.

Stevie Sussex Tops
ASCS Desert

Non-Wing Copper
Classic Prelim Night
QUEEN CREEK, AZ - Kicking

off the 2020 Copper Classic at Ari-
zona Speedway, the San Tan Ford
ASCS Desert Non-Wing Series
welcomed a stout field of 30 drivers
with Stevie Sussex capturing his
fifth career victory with the Arizona
based non-wing tour.

Starting off with the front row
tangling and collecting three other
cars in the process, with everyone
managing to stay upright, the sec-
ond shot at the start was also a no
go as a driver came to a stop on
the backstretch as the field went
green.

Needing two more chances to
get rolling, Tyler Most took off with
the race lead while Gile and Sus-

sex pursued through the opening
laps. Working top shelf over Sus-
sex, the No. 13 of Gile began reel-
ing in the No. 13 to take the point
by 0.004-seconds on Lap five.

Slowed with seven laps com-
plete, Most shot to the bottom on
the restart but Gile would hold the
spot with Stevie Sussex following
to second.Shifting lines on Lap 9,
Stevie rolled the hub of the first and
second turns. Getting the bite
needed, the No. 12 took the point
as the field completed the tenth lap.

Low in one and two, high in
three and four, Stevie moved his
advantage to over two seconds as
slower traffic came into play with
just under ten laps to go.

Fighting with lapped cars, but
still maintaining a comfortable lead,
the dynamic changed as the cau-
tion lights came back on Lap 18.
Slowed again a lap later, Most tried
the bottom to no avail as Gile and
Cling raced by.

Slowed one final time with three
laps to run as R.J. Johnson and
Tyler Most saw their nightʼs end
with failed tires, the restart yielded
much of the same for Stevie Sus-
sex. Taking the white, the coming
checkered flag would have to wait
for one last caution. Keeping the
field at bay for two more laps, Sus-
sex grabbed the win by 1.506-sec-
onds.

Racing hard for second, Sterling
Cling and Dennis Gile made con-
tact with both able to keep rolling
through the final lap. Cling held on
for second with Shon Deskins third
from 14th. Rolling from 18th, Aaron
Jones grabbed fourth with Randy
Nelson going from 11th to fifth.

Dennis Gile ended up sixth with
Joshua Shipley seventh. Joe
Scheopner, Mason Keefer, and
Jonas Reynolds completed the top
ten.
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Sterling Cling (center) celebrates winning the ASCS Desert Non-
Wing portion of the Copper Classic along with second place finisher
Stevie Sussex (left) and third place finisher Bruce St. James (right).
(Ben Thrasher photo)

Stevie Sussex (center) brought home the win in the ASCS Desert
Non-Wing Copper Classic Prelim followed by Sterling Cling (left)
in second and Shon Deskins (right) in third. (Ben Thrasher photo)



BROWNSBURG,
IN - In just over two
months, Tony Stew-
artʼs Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit
of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 will
commence a new
season, set to head-
line open wheel com-
petition throughout the

Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, as well as in
Georgia and Florida, on 59 differ-
ent occasions between January 29
and October 9. Headlining action in
13 different states during the new
year, the traveling All Stars will kick
it all off with a six-pack of non-point
action in Georgia and Florida be-
ginning with a two-day invasion of
Screven Motor Speedway in Sylva-
nia, Georgia, on January 29-30.
The coming season will be the sev-
enth year under the ownership and
direction of Tony Stewart.

The two-day visit to the Peach
State will award a total winnerʼs
share equaling $18,000; $8,000 on
Friday and $10,000 on Saturday. In
addition, the All Star invasion of
Florida will feature stops at East
Bay Raceway Park and Volusia
Speedway Park, all of which
awarding $6,000 top prizes.

“We are obviously thrilled with
the 2021 schedule,” stated Stewart.
“Hats off to all the promoters and
track owners for working with us
early in the process. We have in-
creased our purse payouts and we
look forward to another strong
class of traveling All Stars. 2020
was a challenging year; we are
looking for a fresh start next year.
There will be plenty to look forward
to for our teams next year.”

Of the 59 events on the 2021
schedule, 52 will pay a minimum of
$6,000 to the feature winner and 20
will pay at least $7,000-to-win. Ad-
ditionally, the Series boasts a stout
list of major paying programs in-
cluding the $54,000-to-win Tus-
carora 50 at Port Royal Speedway,
the $26,000-to-win Rayce Rudeen
Foundation Race at Kokomo
Speedway, the $17,554-to-win
Dean Knittel Memorial at
Portsmouth Raceway Park, the Dirt
Classic 8 at Lincoln Speedway
awarding $20,000-to-win, and a
$12,000-to-win visit to Virginia
Motor Speedway.

All Star championship points will

commence in early April with two
days of action at Attica Raceway
Park on Friday and Saturday, April
9-10. A traditional spring swing
through the heart of the Mid-At-
lantic will also be featured on the
April calendar with visits to Virginia
Motor Speedway, Williams Grove
Speedway, Port Royal Speedway,
and Bedford Speedway on the
agenda. Virginiaʼs visit, a first since
2019 when Rudeen Racingʼs Cory
Eliason scored a $10,000 top prize,
will feature a pay increase equaling
$12,000.

Partnered with a short trip to
Sharon Speedway the following
evening, Saturday, May 1, Western
Pennsylvaniaʼs Lernerville Speed-
way will help the Series transition
into a new month with a visit on Fri-
day, April 30. Although Lernerville is
only featured once on the 2021 cal-
endar, Hartford, Ohioʼs Sharon
Speedway will host the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions on four separate
occasions during the upcoming
season; May 1, once more during
Ohio Sprint Speedweek on Tues-
day, June 15, all capped with a
doubleheader on Saturday and
Sunday, July 10-11. All four visits,
including the Lou Blaney Memorial
and Justin Snyderʼs Salute to the
Troops double in mid-July, will
award $6,000 top prizes.

Mayʼs schedule will also feature
a Michigan/Illinois sweep at I-96
Speedway and the Dirt Oval at
Route 66, a first-ever visit to Circle
City Raceway at the Marion County
Fairgrounds in Indianapolis, a bull-
ring double at Kokomo Speedway
and Gas City I-69 Speedway, and
another Central Pennsylvania triple
with a $10,000-to-win stop at
Williams Grove Speedway and two
nights at Port Royal Speedway for
the Bob Weikert Memorial. Purse
amounts surrounding the Port
Royal events will be determined at
a later date.

Dubbed the All Stars Indiana In-
vasion presented by Rayce
Rudeen Foundation, the aforemen-
tioned four-day swing through the
Hoosier State, comprised of events
at Circle City, Gas City and
Kokomo, will all be capped with the
third running of the Rayce Rudeen
Foundation Race, this time at the
Kokomo bullring. Like prior edi-
tions, the third annual Rayce
Rudeen Foundation Race will

award a $26,000 top prize. In addi-
tion, a point fund for the All Stars In-
diana Invasion presented by Rayce
Rudeen Foundation will also be up
for grabs awarding a minimum of
$10,000.

Padding Mayʼs already big
punch, large purses will be on the
line the entire month, as I-96
Speedwayʼs visit will feature an
$8,500-to-win program and Dirt
Oval at Route 66 will award $8,000.
Circle Cityʼs two-day showcase, a
first-ever All Star program within
the Indianapolis city limits, will cap
with a $10,000-to-win finale.

Juneʼs agenda needs no intro-
duction, as the annual running of
Ohio Sprint Speedweek will head-
line action with eight events to be
contested over a nine-day cam-
paign beginning Friday, June 11, at
Attica Raceway Park. The 2021
edition of Speedweek will feature
stops at Fremont Speedway on
Saturday, June 12, Wayne County
Speedway on Monday, June 14,
Sharon Speedway on Tuesday,
June 15, Waynesfield Raceway
Park on Wednesday, June 16,
Muskingum County Speedway on
Thursday, June 17, Limaland Mo-
torsports Park on Friday, June 18,
and Portsmouth Raceway Park on
Saturday, June 19. Saturdayʼs fi-
nale will feature the coveted Dean
Knittel Memorial awarding a
$17,554 top prize.

Although Ohio Sprint Speed-
week will certainly headline the
monthʼs schedule, June will begin
with consecutive stops to Fairbury
American Legion Speedway,
Wilmot Raceway, Plymouth Dirt
Track, and a third Wisconsin stop,
all contested on Thursday through
Sunday, June 3-6. The third and
final Wisconsin destination will be
determined soon.

Continuing a longstanding rela-
tionship and rivalry between the All
Stars and the Wisconsin-based
IRA, the IRA Sprint Car Series will
join the All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons and co-sanction six stops on
the 2021 calendar. The events to
be co-sanctioned include Dirt Oval
at Route 66, Fairbury, and all three
nights in Wisconsin.

After the aforementioned dou-
bleheader at Sharon Speedway on
July 10-11, accompanied with a
visit to New Yorkʼs Stateline Speed-
way one night prior, the month of
July will hit another gear as the Se-
ries prepares for a trek west into
Missouri, Kansas and Iowa on July
23-31. A doubleheader at Lake
Ozark Speedway in the Show-Me
State, followed by a visit to Hum-
boldt Speedway in Kansas, will
take over headlines before an Iowa

double at 34 Raceway and
Knoxville Raceway, respectively.
July will also feature big money, as
Lake Ozarkʼs two-day visit will
award an $18,000 potential: $8,000
on Friday and $10,000 on Satur-
day.

After a break in the schedule to
allow teams the opportunity to com-
pete in the National events at
Knoxville Raceway, All Star com-
petition will return with a seven-
race August campaign consisting of
visits to Michigan, Indiana, and
Pennsylvania. Highlighted events
include William Grove Speedwayʼs
Jack Gunn Memorial twin features
awarding $4,000 each, as well as
the $7,300-to-win Kramer Klash at
Lincoln Speedway.

Launching an impressive Sep-
tember slate with three events
awarding $10,000 or more, Attica
Raceway Parkʼs season-ending At-
tica Ambush will feature the All
Stars over Labor Day weekend
awarding a total winnerʼs share
equaling $15,000. The two-day fi-
nale will pay $10,000 with St. He-
lena, Californiaʼs Rico Abreu
scoring the most recent Attica Am-
bush finale.

Featuring the largest top prize
on the 2021 All Star schedule, the
three-day, 54th Annual Tuscarora
50 at Port Royal Speedway will hit
high speed on September 9-11.
Saturdayʼs finale, 50 laps in dis-
tance, will award a $54,000 pay-
day. Central Pennsylvania legend
and sprint car hall of famer, Lance
Dewease, is the defending Tus-
carora 50 champion, claiming a
check for $53,000 on September
12, 2020.

Septemberʼs schedule will con-
tinue with return visits to Williams
Grove Speedway and Lincoln
Speedway on September 17-18,
followed by a trip to the Worldʼs
Greatest Dirt Track - Eldora Speed-
way - for 4-Crown weekend on
September 25. Celebrating eight
years in 2021, Lincolnʼs Dirt Clas-
sic 8 will award $20,000.

Concluding in exact fashion as
2020, the 2021 All Star Circuit of
Champions schedule will conclude
with the two-day Jim and Joanne
Ford Classic at Fremont Speedway
on October 8-9. The season finale
will feature a $10,000 payday.

Once again bringing the All Star
Circuit of Champions to computer
screens and mobile devices all
around the world, FloRacing, the
official media partner and online
broadcast provider of the All Stars,
will be on hand to capture each
event live. Fans seeking additional
information should visit FloRacing
online at www.floracing.com.
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Bristol
Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN -
Bristol Motor Speed-
way wanted to honor
frontline healthcare
professionals. Ballad
Health wanted to
thank its team mem-
bers for their grit and
commitment to serving
the region.

And together,
these regional part-
ners found a way to
say, “thank you.”

All Ballad Health
team members – ap-
proximately 15,000

households – will receive a free
pass for their families to the Pinna-
cle Speedway in Lights – a gift from
Ballad Health. Bristol Motor Speed-
way provided access to these
passes at a discount in order to
honor the work all Ballad Health
team members are providing the
region. Plus, the proceeds from the
purchase of the passes will be con-
tributed through the Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities to organiza-
tions serving children throughout
the Appalachian Highlands.

“We felt this was a safe way for
our team members to spend time
with their families this holiday sea-
son, while doing something that
brings them joy and gets their mind
off all the stress brought on by the
pandemic,” said Ballad Health
Chairman and CEO Alan Levine.
“We are so thankful to Bristol Motor
Speedway for their support of our
healthcare heroes during this holi-
day season – a time when many of
our team members are more fo-
cused on their patients than their
own families.”

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights serves as one of the primary
annual fundraisers for the Bristol
Chapter of Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities. By Ballad Health con-
tributing the cost of the tickets to
Speedway Childrenʼs Charities,
funds will then be used to support
the needs of children throughout
the Appalachian Highlands.

Additionally, as part of the part-
nership, Bristol Motor Speedway
has announced a grant to Nis-
wonger Childrenʼs Hospital, which
will be awarded in 2021.

“This is a terrific example of a re-
gional partnership that supports the
hard work our healthcare heroes
are doing to keep us safe, while
also investing in the well-being of
the children throughout the Ap-
palachian Highlands,” said Bristol
Motor Speedway General Manager
Jerry Caldwell. “This is what re-

gional partnerships look like. And
we, at the Bristol Motor Speedway,
could not be more thankful for Bal-
lad Health and its team, which has
truly made a difference in our re-
gion.”

Long viewed as the premier hol-
iday display in the Appalachian
Highlands, the Pinnacle Speedway
in Lights, powered by TVA, consists
of a four-mile route illuminated by
more than 2 million lights among
250 displays. A trip through the light
show sends guests down historic
Bristol Dragway and throughout the
Speedway property, culminating in
a lap around the iconic BMS half-
mile oval.

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights powered by TVA com-
menced its 24th season on Nov.
13. The show will run through Sat-
urday, Jan. 2.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Speedway

Christmas presented by Count On
Me NC has taken off faster than
Santaʼs sleigh with a record start to
the 2020 holiday season. Charlotte
Motor Speedway has transformed
into the Southeastʼs largest drive-
thru holiday lights spectacular for
the 11th consecutive year, and peo-
ple seeking socially distant COVID-
safe fun are coming from across
the country.

In just the first 10 nights since
this yearʼs show opened, Speed-
way Christmas has seen a more
than 60 percent increase in visitors
over last yearʼs record turnout. Vis-
itors from 47 states and Washing-
ton D.C. have already purchased
tickets to this yearʼs event.

“Every night so far has been a
record night as compared to the
same night in years past,” said
Charlotte Motor Speedway Execu-
tive Vice President and General
Manager Greg Walter. “People are
looking for family fun during the
Christmas season and there is no
more COVID-safe holiday attrac-
tion than something you can enjoy
from the safety and comfort of your
own car.

“We continue to encourage peo-
ple to arrive early and to consider
coming on a weeknight for the
smoothest traffic flow and quicker
entry to see the lights,” added Wal-
ter. “Weʼre thankful to give an af-
fordable gift of festive holiday fun
back to the community as 2020
comes to a close.”

In addition, more than 1,000
skaters have already enjoyed the
new outdoor Ice Rink at Speedway
Christmas. A separate attraction
from the four-mile Speedway
Christmas route, the new, 5,400-

square-foot rink provides an added
draw, bringing fans out to enjoy
Americaʼs Home for the Holidays.

Every Thursday through Sunday
night and during Christmas week,
FOX 46 drive-in movie nights return
to the speedwayʼs 16,000-square-
foot HDTV, with guests enjoying a
variety of Christmas classics from
the comfort of their cars.

CAR PASSES: Speedway
Christmas presented by Count on
Me NC is open nightly through Jan.
17, with the exception of limited pri-
vate bookings and Christmas Day.
Passes are sold per car, truck or
SUV, starting at $20. Admission
prices vary by day.

Passes are available by calling
1-800-455-FANS (3267), online at
www.speedwaychristmas.com or at
the gate upon entry.

Speedway Christmas officials
anticipate the heaviest volume of
traffic on Friday and Saturday
nights through December. Visitors
with flexible schedules are encour-
aged to consider attending Sunday
through Thursday nights for the
best fan experience.

FOLLOW ALONG: Keep track of
all of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs
events, share their photos and join
the conversation by following on
Twitter and Instagram or becoming
a Facebook fan. Fans can also
keep up with all the latest news and
information with the Charlotte
Motor Speedway mobile app.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The holi-

day movie classic about an orphan
baby raised at the North Pole by
Santaʼs tiny elves will be shown
Dec. 18 on Big Hoss, the worldʼs
largest HDTV, at Texas Motor
Speedway to benefit Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities-Texas Chapter
and the CoServ Charitable Foun-
dation. 

Elf, the 2003 New Line Cinema
comedy feature film starring Will
Ferrell as Buddy, the oversized “elf”
who travels to New York City in
search of his father, will play as a
drive-in movie in the infield at Texas
Motor Speedway beginning at 7
p.m. The cost is $30 per vehicle
with tickets on sale exclusively
through Ticketmaster at
https://am.ticketmaster.com/tms/sc
cmovie. Gates open at 6 p.m. 

“Weʼre excited to put on a fam-
ily-friendly event with our commu-
nity partner, Texas Motor
Speedway, that not only will create
special memories for everyone who
attends but also will benefit the
CoServ Charitable Foundation and
Speedway Childrenʼs Charities,”
said Denise Smithers, Senior Vice

President of Corporate Communi-
cations and Chair of CCFʼs
Fundraising Committee. 

“Weʼre grateful to TMS for host-
ing this holiday event in a year
when most traditional fundraisers
have been canceled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Itʼs more im-
portant than ever that people sup-
port and give back because so
many of our neighbors have been
affected financially by the virus.”

Fans will experience the movie
from the safety of their personal ve-
hicles. The stay-in-your-car-only
event will adhere to Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommended guidelines as
well as all state and local health
mandates. Staff will wear personal
protective equipment and enforce
at least six feet of space between
cars. Concession stands at Texas
Motor Speedway will not be open.

“We are thrilled to further our
partnership with CoServ by bring-
ing the joy of the holidays to our
communities despite the chal-
lenges faced this year,” said
Speedway Childrenʼs Charities-
Texas Chapter Executive Director
Marissa Chaney. “Our drive-in
movie night provides a safe, family-
friendly opportunity to enjoy the
season of giving while giving back
to the community through Speed-
way Childrenʼs Charities and
CoServ Charitable Foundation.”

Texas Motor Speedwayʼs Big
Hoss TV features 22,704.64-
square feet of HD LED display and
has the distinction of holding the
Guinness World Record as the
Worldʼs Largest HDTV. 

The drive-in movie is just one in
a list of the charitable undertakings
currently underway involving SCC-
Texas.

Speedway Childrenʼs Charities-
Texas Chapter will continue to host
the incredibly successful American
Red Cross Blood Drives in Decem-
ber and throughout 2021. The Lone
Star Condominium Clubhouse at
Texas Motor Speedway will remain
the location for the upcoming event
on December 15 and next year.
Dates for the 2021 events are: Feb-
ruary 10; April 7; June 2; August 4;
October 6; December 1. The blood
drives will be held from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. 

Lone Star Kartpark, the 16-turn,
0.6-mile world-class kart park lo-
cated at Texas Motor Speedway,
will also continue to donate a por-
tion of all-day sales to Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities-Texas Chapter
on December 10 and throughout
2021. Dates for the 2021 events
are: January 14; February 11; 
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March 11; April 8; May
13; June 10; July 8;
August 12; September
9; October 14; No-
vember 11; December
9. For further informa-
tion, please visit
https://www.speed-
w a y c h a r i t i e s . o r g /
events/texas/karting-
for-kids/. 

The Gift of Lights
holiday lights show at
Texas Motor Speed-
way continues through
January 3, 2021. The
two-mile lights display

is open every day, including Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day, from
6-10 p.m. Tickets are available on-
line (giftoflightstexas.com) for $30
(cars/trucks), $50 (RVs/truck trail-
ers), and $60 (bus of 20 people).
Passengers must remain in their
vehicles due to COVID-19. Motor-
cycles and passengers in truck
beds and trailers are prohibited. A
$1 donation from each ticket sold
will benefit Speedway Childrenʼs
Charities-Texas Chapter. 

MORE INFO: Keep track of all of
Texas Motor Speedwayʼs events by
following along on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram. Keep up with all
the latest news and information on
the speedway website and TMS
mobile app.

Orange County Fairgrounds
MIDDLETOWN, NY - The Holi-

day Light Spectacular at the Or-
ange County Fairgrounds is every
foodieʼs answer for holiday treats!
Not only will you wind your way
through the spectacularly lit fair-
grounds and enjoy our multi-media
light show in the covered arena,
also order delicious, holiday-
themed foods from our vendors
from the comfort of your car!

“Food is a crucial part of cele-
brating the holidays and we have
all the classics like hot chocolate,
eggnog, and chocolate dipped pret-
zels plus some new items like
candy coated marshmallows, Mex-
ican street corn empanadas, and
even gingerbread house decorat-
ing kits,” said Mary Weber, event
coordinator. “We wanted to bring
some true holiday spirit to families
in the Hudson Valley and beyond
and we were able to come up with
a concept that has something for
everyone, all done in a safe, so-
cially distanced environment.”

Guests will feel the spirit of the
holiday season as they are im-
mersed in thousands of lights and
festive scenes placed throughout

the fairgrounds. There are unique
light displays and even specially
designed animation segments
along the way. Near the end of the
drive thru, guests pull into the cov-
ered arena for a spectacular multi-
media light show accompanied by
popular holiday songs; the whole
family should feel free to sing
along!

The Holiday Light Spectacular
will also feature some fair food fa-
vorites such as zeppoles, cotton
candy, funnel cakes, fried candy
bars, fresh-squeezed lemonade,
and more! “We worked with our
vendors to provide diverse options
for food and drinks; marrying holi-
day traditions with those must-have
fair delicacies,” said Weber. “Iʼll
have trouble choosing between
zeppoles, Christmas cupcakes,
pocket pies and all the other deli-
cious desserts, so maybe Iʼll have
one of each.”

A limited number of car passes
are on sale now for just $25 (a $5
savings) while supplies last, at
www.orangecountyfair.com.

For information on special flash
sales, food menus, daily specials,
contests and package ticket deals,
follow our Facebook page: Orange
County Fair-New York. For large
group sales or vehicles over nine
feet tall, please call our customer
service line at 757-513-0648.

The Holiday Light Spectacular
begins November 27th, running
Thursdays-Sundays until Decem-
ber 17th. From the 17th to January
3rd, the show opens daily. Gates
will open at 5:00 pm and the last
car is admitted at 10pm.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR and Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway today announced
the criteria for eligibility for
NASCAR Cup Series drivers to
compete in one of the most unique
and anticipated events in all of mo-
torsports - the historic 2021 Busch
Clash At DAYTONA on the iconic
DAYTONA Road Course. 

Set for Tuesday, Feb. 9, under
the lights, the 2021 Busch Clash At
DAYTONA will mark the first time in
history the traditional exhibition-
style event will tackle the trackʼs
14-turn, 3.61-mile road course,
which was introduced for the first
time ever to NASCARʼs top three
national series this past August.
The 43rd Annual Busch Clash At
DAYTONA, which kicks off DAY-
TONA Speedweeks Presented By
AdventHealth, will be held on the
same course (with the lone addition
a NASCAR fourth-turn chicane) of
as the Rolex 24 At DAYTONA and

the DAYTONA 200, North Amer-
icaʼs premier races for sports cars
and motorcycles, respectively.

Due to the pandemic, NASCAR
adjusted the format for setting the
field for a majority of its races in
2020. As such, the eligibility for
next seasonʼs Busch Clash At DAY-
TONA – which has long been tied
to Busch Pole Award wins in the
previous season – will have a new
look. The eligibility requirements for
the 2021 edition are:

• 2020 Busch Pole Award win-
ners

• Past Busch Clash Winners
who competed full-time in 2020

• DAYTONA 500 Champions
who competed full-time in 2020

• Former DAYTONA 500 Busch
Pole Winners who competed full-
time in 2020

• 2020 NASCAR Cup Series
Playoff drivers

• 2020 NASCAR Cup Series
Race winners

• 2020 NASCAR Cup Series
Stage winners 

In contrast to the tightly packed
competition on the Speedwayʼs
famed 2.5-mile high-banked-tri-
oval, the reimagined Busch Clash,
which was held for the first time at
Daytona in 1979, will utilize ap-
proximately three-quarters of the
tri-oval along with the challenging
infield portion of the road course.
That translates into 14 turns in-
stead of the usual four.

“The excitement by both the
drivers and our fans leading up to
the 2021 Busch Clash At DAY-
TONA is unprecedented,” said
Speedway President Chip Wile.
“NASCARʼs initial visit to the DAY-
TONA Road Course in August de-
livered big time, with incredible
competition, adding to the legacy of
the famed road course made fa-
mous with sports cars and motor-
cycles. 

“Having the Busch Clash At
DAYTONA on Tuesday night also
adds to the anticipation of an ac-
tion-packed Speedweeks calendar.
With the talent level in the field, the
race will now clearly have its own
look and feel during DAYTONA
Speedweeks Presented By Ad-
ventHealth in 2021 and beyond.”

The 24 drivers eligible to com-
pete in the ʼ21 Busch Clash in-
clude:

Aric Almirola, Ryan Blaney, Alex
Bowman, Clint Bowyer, Chris
Buescher, Kurt Busch, Kyle Busch,
William Byron, Cole Custer, Matt
DiBenedetto, Austin Dillon, Ty Dil-
lon, Chase Elliott, Denny Hamlin,
Kevin Harvick, Jimmie Johnson,
Erik Jones, Matt Kenseth, Brad Ke-
selowski, Joey Logano, Ryan New-

man, Tyler Reddick, Ricky Sten-
house, Jr., and Martin Truex, Jr.

Tickets for the Busch Clash, as
well as the 63rd annual DAYTONA
500 (Sunday, Feb. 14) - in which
Denny Hamlin goes for a record
third straight triumph in the Great
American Race - can be purchased
online at www.daytona500.com or
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP. Fans
also have the opportunity to pur-
chase tickets and multi-day pack-
ages with a “fresh look” for
Speedweeks Presented by Advent
Health.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook Instagram for
the latest Speedway news through-
out the season.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - One week be-

fore the best drivers in the
NASCAR Cup Series arrive to take
on the challenge of the dirt-trans-
formed Bristol Motor Speedway,
the iconic Northeast Tennessee
bullring thatʼs known worldwide as
the “Home to Big Events,” will invite
some of the best short track racers
in the business to sling some dirt
inside the Last Great Colosseum
during the inaugural Bristol Dirt Na-
tionals.

Headlined by the powerful dirt
Super Late Models and supported
by several other popular grassroots
dirt classes that will be announced
soon, the Bristol Dirt Nationals,
March 15-20, will provide fans with
a sneak preview of whatʼs to come
during the much-anticipated Food
City Dirt Race weekend, March 27-
28. 

During the 2021 season, the
landmark 60th anniversary of Bris-
tol Motor Speedway, track officials
are starting their milestone cele-
bration with a nod to the early days
of racing by transforming the
“Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile” into a
pristine dirt racing facility. It will be
the third time BMS has converted
its revered high-banks to a dirt sur-
face. In 2000 and 2001 the track
hosted highly-successful World of
Outlaws and Super Late Model
events. 

The Bristol Dirt Nationals will be
promoted and produced by X.CEL-
ERATED of Silver Bay, Minn., an
innovative company that special-
izes in streaming live motorsports
events. The company recently
worked with BMS sister track Las
Vegas Motor Speedway on its Duel
in the Desert event.

“We are looking forward to hav-
ing the Super Late Models and
many other popular dirt classes 
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back at Bristol Motor
Speedway for the
Bristol Dirt Nationals
as we kick-off several
weeks of dirt racing
Bristol style in 2021,”
said Jerry Caldwell,
executive vice presi-
dent and general man-
ager, Bristol Motor
Speedway. “Having
the opportunity to
showcase some
amazing dirt track rac-
ing during our 60th an-
niversary really is very
special, given the

overall roots of racing and the his-
tory that dirt has here at The Last
Great Colosseum. Itʼs important to
have some racing on the fresh dirt
track to seed it properly before
NASCAR arrives the following
week, and we also wanted to give
some of our local dirt track racers
the opportunity to enjoy the Bristol
dirt experience as well.”   

The Bristol Dirt Nationals will be
streamed on raceXR.com and the
raceXR apps under the monthly
subscription option. Tickets, camp-
ing and participant pricing will be
announced in the coming days.

“We are thrilled with the oppor-
tunity to produce the Bristol Dirt Na-
tionals at the legendary Bristol
Motor Speedway,” said Mike Van
Genderen, promoter and track prep
architect who will lead the event
production of the Bristol Dirt Na-
tionals for the X.CELERATED
team. “We view this event as his-
tory-making as it could be a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity for many of
our grassroots racers to experience
dirt track racing at such a tradition-
rich racetrack as Bristol.”

Founded in 1961, Bristol Motor
Speedway is celebrating its 60th
anniversary in 2021 and has many
exciting things planned during the
year to reflect on the great mo-
ments that have made the multi-
use sports and entertainment
destination one of the very best for
creating wow moments and cher-
ished memories for fans. Home to
epic NASCAR races and other
major motorsports events, as well
as NFL and college football games,
a wide variety of music concerts
and other captivating events, Bris-
tol Motor Speedway has shined in
the spotlight on many occasions
throughout the past six decades.

For Bristol Motor Speedway
ticket information, please visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com or
call the BMS Ticket Sales Center at
(866) 415-4158.

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - For the

second year in-a-row in 2021, the
ARCA Menards Series will be visit-
ing Kansas Speedway on two oc-
casions.  Both races will be a part
of the trackʼs two NASCAR week-
ends, with the latter race once
again serving as the championship
race for the Series.

The ARCA Menards Series will
stage events at Kansas Speedway
on Saturday, May 1 and either Sat-
urday, October 23 or Sunday, Oc-
tober 24.  The October race will be
the championship event, which was
claimed by Munford, Alabama na-
tive Bret Holmes this year.  The two
events will be the front end of dou-
bleheaders on their respective
days.  The May 1 event will be held
prior to the running of the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series race,
while the championship race will
precede either the NASCAR Xfinity
Series Kansas Lottery 300 on Sat-
urday, October 23 or the NASCAR
Cup Series Hollywood Casino 400
on Sunday, October 24.

Kansas Speedway has hosted
an ARCA Menards Series race
each year since the track opened in
2001.  In 2020, it held a pair of
races in the series as part of a re-
vised schedule.   Holmes won the
Dawn 150 on July 24, 2020, while
Corey Heim took the checkered
flag in the Speediatrics 150 pre-
sented by The NASCAR Founda-
tion on October 16.  Holmes
finished second in the October
race, clinching the 2020 champi-
onship.

Start times and television net-
works for all series will be also an-
nounced at a later date.

The full 2021 NASCAR sched-
ules, as well as ticket information
for both can be found at
nascar.com/tickets.

For the latest news on every-
thing Kansas Speedway please
visit www.kansasspeedway.com. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book .com/kansasspeedway,
Twitter (@kansasspeedway) and
Instagram (kansasspeedway).

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - The yule-

tide season tradition that is Gift of
Lights at Texas Motor Speedway
celebrates its 10th year with the an-
nual Thanksgiving opening night
kicking off 39 days of one of the
Lone Star Stateʼs largest holiday
light shows. 

Beginning Thursday, November
26 through Sunday, January 3,
families will enjoy two miles of light
displays throughout the speedway.

The display is open every day dur-
ing that time period, including
Christmas Eve and Christmas day,
from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.

Drive-through guests will be
captivated by the more than two
million lights spread across the cir-
cuit, the result of more than 1,100
man-hours of setup by holiday dis-
play giant Winterland, Inc., the
company responsible for similar
light shows at the speedways in In-
dianapolis, Las Vegas, Charlotte,
New Hampshire, and Phoenix. The
in-vehicle event has always been
socially distanced so guestsʼ safety
will be seamless.

“This has definitely been a year
where our spirits have needed lift-
ing so thereʼs no better way to
close out 2020 than celebrating all
we have to be thankful for and cre-
ating wonderful memories through
the Gift of Lights,” said Texas Motor
Speedway President and General
Manager Eddie Gossage. “Weʼre
proud to host Gift of Lights for a
10th year and to have created a
holiday season tradition for the en-
tire region.” 

Tickets to 'Gift of Lights' are
available online (giftoflights-
texas.com) for $30 (cars/trucks),
$50 (RVs/truck trailers), and $60
(bus of 20 people). Passengers
must remain in their vehicles due to
COVID-19. Motorcycles and pas-
sengers in truck beds and trailers
are prohibited. 

A $1 donation from each ticket
sold will benefit Speedway Chil-
drenʼs Charities – Texas Chapter.

For more information on 'Gift of
Lights,' please visit giftoflights-
texas.com.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - As part of the

winter festivities at Bristol Motor
Speedway in 2020, the popular Tri-
Cities Airport Ice Rink presented by
HVAC will open Thursday, Nov. 12.

One of the most popular activi-
ties held during the Pinnacle
Speedway In Lights at BMS, the
Tri-Cities Airport Ice Rink presented
by HVAC will be available by ad-
vance registration and the rink will
be open on most nights through
Sunday, Jan. 10. Located in the
BMS North Lot, the Ice Rink will
have a reduced capacity of skaters
this year due to social distancing
protocols.

Admission to the Tri-Cities Air-
port Ice Rink presented by HVAC is
$12 per skater Monday-Thursday,
and $15 per skater Friday-Sunday.
The Ice Rink will be closed on Mon-
days from Nov. 16-Dec. 14. Hours
of operation vary from day to day,
so guests should review the sched-

ule in advance by visiting the BMS
website.

The Tri-Cities Airport Ice Rink
presented by HVAC is a part of the
24th annual Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights powered by TVA, a holiday
light spectacular that serves as one
of the primary annual fundraisers
for the Bristol Chapter of Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities. Long hailed as
the premier holiday display in the
Appalachian Highlands Region,
The Pinnacle Speedway in Lights
powered by TVA spreads across a
four-mile route illuminated by more
than 2 million lights among 250 dis-
plays. A trip through the light show
sends guests down historic Bristol
Dragway and all throughout the
property, culminating with a lap
around the iconic Bristol Motor
Speedway half-mile oval.

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights runs through Saturday, Jan.
2. The event costs $20 for cars
from Sunday through Thursday and
$25 on Friday and Saturday nights.
For larger groups, vans are $50
and buses are $125.  Visitors can
take advantage of the Jingle Bell
Lane presented by Citi (fast pass),
a speedy $50 option which pro-
vides a shorter wait time on select
nights when traffic lines get long.

For more information about the
Pinnacle Speedway In Lights pow-
ered by TVA, please visit
www.bristolmotorspeedway.com/tic
kets/pinnacle-speedway-in-lights.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

63rd Annual DAYTONA 500 will
play host to a limited number of
fans, but The Great American Race
will – as it has since 1959 – con-
tinue the tradition of the biggest
event in all of motorsports, deliver-
ing the pageantry, excitement and
drama like nowhere else in the
world.

The reduced venue capacity for
the 2021 NASCAR Cup Series
opener, set for Sunday Feb. 14, as
well as all events part of DAYTONA
Speedweeks Presented by Ad-
ventHealth (Feb. 9-14), is due to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,
and is in accordance with en-
hanced safety protocols and proce-
dures to provide a safe
environment for guests, NASCAR
competitors, employees and the
local community.

“The DAYTONA 500 is one of
the greatest spectacles in all of
sports, and fans from all over the
world converge in Daytona Beach
to be a part of motorsportʼs biggest
day,” said Daytona International
Speedway President Chip Wile. 

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

“While we wonʼt be
able to have a capac-
ity crowd here in Feb-
ruary, we are excited
that we can host the
DAYTONA 500 with
those in attendance,
as well as for the mil-
lions who will tune in
live on FOX. 

“The Great Ameri-
can Race will once
again have the aura
and atmosphere that
fans have come to
know and love. From
the pageantry of our

pre-race festivities to the rumble of
40 engines roaring around the high
banks, itʼs the biggest stage in mo-
torsports.”

As a result of the seating capac-
ity limitations, the Speedway will
work to accommodate guests who
have already purchased tickets to
the 2021 DAYTONA 500. To ensure
social distancing between groups
who will be in attendance, many
fans will be reseated in new loca-
tions. The reseating process is ex-
pected to be complete by early
January. 

All guests will be screened be-
fore entering the facility and will be
required to wear face coverings
while maintaining six feet social
distancing throughout their visit. In-
formation about your visit to Day-
tona International Speedway,
including all ticket options and
safety protocols, can be found by
visiting www.DAYTONA500.com/
updates or calling 1-800-
PITSHOP.

Tickets for the remaining Speed-
weeks events, and a limited num-
ber of premium and extended-stay
camping packages, are still avail-
able. Fans wishing to attend are
encouraged to make their plans
early and secure their seats or
camping experience now. Exclud-
ing the DAYTONA 500 children 12
and under are FREE in the 100
level seating and $10 in all other re-
served seating.  In addition to the
DAYTONA 500, the rest of the
fresh-look on-track Speedweeks
action includes:

• Tuesday, Feb. 9: 43rd Annual
Busch Clash At DAYTONA (DAY-
TONA Road Course under the
lights)

• Wednesday, Feb. 10: DAY-
TONA 500 Qualifying Presented By
Kroger

• Thursday, Feb. 11: Duel At
DAYTONA qualifying races

• Friday, Feb. 12: NextEra En-
ergy 250 NASCAR Camping World

Truck Series race
• Saturday, Feb. 13: NASCAR

Racing Experience 300 (NASCAR
Xfinity Series) and Lucas Oil 200
Driven By General Tire (ARCA
Menards) doubleheader

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook and Insta-
gram for the latest Speedway news
throughout the season.

Iowa Speedway
NEWTON, IA - The ARCA

Menards Series will be making its
return to Iowa Speedway on Satur-
day, July 24, 2021, as the Series
announced its 2021 schedule
Tuesday. It will mark the seventh
straight year and 15th time in the
last 16 years dating back to 2006
that an ARCA Menards Series race
will be staged at Iowa Speedway.

The race is one of 20 on the
2021 Series schedule, which will be
contested at 19 different venues.
The season will commence at Day-
tona International Speedway on
Saturday, February 13 and con-
clude with the championship race
in October at Kansas Speedway,
the only site which will play host to
the ARCA Menards Series on two
occasions in ʼ21.

Ty Gibbs led 140 of the 150-lap
Shore Lunch 150 at Iowa Speed-
way on July 18, 2020 en route to
easily taking the checkered flag.

The list of past ARCA Menards
Series winners at Iowa Speedway
is quite impressive.  Three of the
last nine winners are currently driv-
ing in the NASCAR Cup Series, in-
cluding Ty Dillon (2011), Alex
Bowman (2012) and Chase
Briscoe (2016).  Sheldon Creed,
the 2018 Iowa Speedway winner,
was the 2020 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champion.

Tickets for the July 24 event are
expected to go on sale in early
2021.

About Iowa Speedway: Known
as The Fastest Short Track on the
Planet, Iowa Speedway is a fa-
vorite destination for drivers of all
motorsports disciplines.  The vari-
able banking on all four turns
makes the track ultra-competitive
for every series which competes.
The track, which was designed by
NASCAR Hall of Famer Rusty Wal-
lace, is the only 7/8 mile asphalt
oval in the world.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - NASCAR fans

eager to turn their attention to the
2021 season have yet another rea-
son to mark their calendars for Me-
morial Day Weekend at Charlotte
Motor Speedway as officials an-

nounced today that the North Car-
olina Education Lottery 200 will
round out a NASCAR triple-header
weekend at the iconic speedway
May 28-30, 2021.

The preeminent Camping World
Truck Series race joins the Alsco
Uniforms 300 and Coca-Cola 600
to bring all three of NASCARʼs
preimer series together at Charlotte
Motor Speedway for an action-
packed weekend of racing that
promises canʼt-miss excited on and
off the track.

“Memorial Day Weekend has al-
ways been about showing our sup-
port for the nationʼs military and
showing our fans an unforgettable
time at the track,” said Greg Walter,
executive vice president and gen-
eral manager at Charlotte Motor
Speedway. “With 1,100 miles of
white-knuckled action on the leg-
endary superspeedway and a mul-
titude of heartfelt tributes to the
Armed Forces all packed into three
days, we canʼt wait to welcome
fans back in 2021 for one of the
biggest weekends in all of motor-
sports.”

The return of the Camping
World Truck Series event to Char-
lotte Motor Speedway next season
will mark the 14th season with the
North Carolina Education Lottery
as its entitlement sponsor, making
it one of the longest active entitle-
ment sponsors in the series.

In 2020, the event saw eventual
Cup Series champion Chase Elliott
take the checkered flag and a
$100,000 bounty put up by Kevin
Harvick and Gander RV & Out-
doors CEO Marcus Lemonis for
any Cup Series driver to beat Kyle
Busch, who had won the previous
seven truck series contests he had
entered.

Two-time North Carolina Educa-
tion Lottery 200 winner and three-
time series champion Matt Crafton
said that is the level of competition
drivers and fans have come to ex-
pect at Charlotte Motor Speedway,
and the spotlight that comes with
racing on Memorial Day Weekend
promises plenty of added excite-
ment.

“I always look forward to going
to Charlotte Motor Speedway,”
Crafton said. “With the series being
part of one of NASCARʼs biggest
race weekends, as the industry and
speedway honors our Armed
Forces through profound tributes,
itʼs going to be special.”

Defending Camping World Truck
Series champion Shelton Creed
agrees.

“Memorial Day Weekend is huge
across all forms of motorsports,”
Creed said. “Itʼs very cool to have

the Camping World Trucks kick off
the party on Friday night at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway.”

TICKETS: Weekend packages
for next May, including the North
Carolina Education Lottery 200, the
Alsco Uniforms 300 and the Coca-
Cola 600, start at just $99. Kids 13
and under get in free for the Camp-
ing World Truck Series and Xfinity
Series events and for just $10 to
Sundayʼs Cup Series race.

Tickets are available at
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
or by calling 1-800-455-FANS
(3267).

FOLLOW ALONG: Keep track of
all of Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs
events, share their photos and join
the conversation by following on
Twitter and Instagram or becoming
a Facebook fan. Fans can also
keep up with all the latest news and
information with the Charlotte
Motor Speedway mobile app.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
STATESVILLE, NC - Brad Ke-

selowskiʼs Checkered Flag Foun-
dation today announced the return
of the Tribute 2 Veterans presented
by Autotrader program. For its third
consecutive year, the program will
honor Americaʼs heroes on the No.
2 Autotrader Ford Mustang piloted
by NASCAR champion Brad Ke-
selowski during the NASCAR Cup
race at Atlanta Motor Speedway on
March 21, 2021. 

The Tribute 2 Veterans program
gives people an opportunity to
honor former servicemen and ser-
vicewomen. Building upon the suc-
cess of previous years, the
program will now also give loved
ones the opportunity to recognize
active military, military family mem-
bers and their caregivers—ac-
knowledging the ongoing
commitment to the well-being of
Veterans and those who play a role
in Veteransʼ lives daily.

“We just celebrated Veteranʼs
Day and this program is such a
great way to continue that celebra-
tion,” said Keselowski. “I always
appreciate the fan stories I hear
about the Tribute 2 Veterans pro-
gram and how they enjoy the
chance to honor their friends and
family on the Autotrader Ford Mus-
tang. Iʼm blessed to have a plat-
form that gives me a chance to
salute our nationʼs heroes, and Iʼm
thankful to have sponsors like Au-
totrader that embrace that and sup-
port the Checkered Flag
Foundation in all we do to honor
and assist heroes. Iʼm looking for-
ward to extending the honor to fam-
ily members and caregivers as well 

(Continued Next Page)
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since they too make
sacrifices.” 

The cost is $100
per submission to be
part of the campaign,
with proceeds benefit-
ing the Checkered
Flag Foundation in its
mission to honor and
assist those who have
sacrificed for our
country and our com-
munities. Each sub-
mission will receive a
personalized certifi-
cate and a commemo-
rative gift following the

March 2021 Atlanta Motor Speed-
way race weekend. 

“Our culture at Cox Automotive
and Autotrader is rooted in giving
back and being a force for good—
especially when it comes to sup-
porting our veterans, current
military personnel and their fami-
lies,” said Greta Crowley, vice pres-
ident of Marketing for Autotrader.
“The support that The Checkered
Flag Foundation is able to provide
at some of the most challenging
times is extraordinary. I hope oth-
ers join in celebrating this cause to
benefit this incredible foundation.” 

Those wishing to submit a vet-
eran, service member, or military
family name can do so via
www.CheckeredFlagFoundation.or
g. Submissions will be accepted
through January 5, 2021. 

Participating individuals in the
program can show their involve-
ment and support by using #Trib-
ute2Veterans on social media. For
additional information on the
Checkered Flag Foundation and
ongoing updates on the Tribute 2
Veterans program, you can also
visit CheckeredFlagFoundation.org
or follow the Foundation on Twitter
(@BKCFF), Instagram (@Check-
eredFlagFoundation) and on Face-
book (@CheckeredFlagFoundation).

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - The NASCAR

Camping World Truck Series will
join the dirt racing fun at Bristol
Motor Speedway in 2021 it was an-
nounced today by track and
NASCAR officials. The Pintyʼs Dirt
Race will be held Saturday, March
27, as the primary companion race
to Sundayʼs Food City Dirt Race in
the NASCAR Cup Series. That
much-anticipated race will show-
case the Cup Series on a dirt rac-
ing surface for the first time in more
than 50 years.

Canadian-based Pintyʼs Deli-
cious Foods, whose premium

chicken products are available at
all Food City stores, increases its
partnership with BMS through this
agreement, as the company has
previously sponsored Pintyʼs Cup
and Xfinity Series qualifying during
the fall race weekend and the
Pintyʼs U.S. Short Track Nationals
late model racing weekend.

“We are thrilled to add the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series to what promises to be an
historic weekend of dirt track racing
in March at Bristol Motor Speedway
as we officially kick-off our 60th an-
niversary celebration,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice president
and general manager of Bristol
Motor Speedway. “The Truck Se-
ries has several years of dirt track
racing experience under their belts
from the many laps theyʼve logged
at Eldora, so we expect those driv-
ers to adjust quickly to the chal-
lenge presented by the dirt high
banks in the Pintyʼs Dirt Race.”

The Pintyʼs Dirt Race will be the
second event held on a clay sur-
face for the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series in recent years,
which has competed on dirt at
Ohioʼs Eldora Speedway.

“We are pleased to increase our
partnership with Bristol Motor
Speedway by becoming the entitle-
ment sponsor for the Pintyʼs Dirt
Race featuring the NASCAR
Trucks,” said Tony Spiteri, vice
president of marketing/research &
development, Pintyʼs Delicious
Foods. “We expect the Trucks to
put on one heck of a show at Thun-
der Valley in March and hope all of
the NASCAR fans out there will
add some delicious Pintyʼs chicken
to their race weekend menus.”

Both the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series and the
NASCAR Xfinity Series will support
the Bass Pro Shops NRA Night
Race NASCAR Cup Series Playoff
race in September. All of the Sep-
tember races will be run on BMSʼs
traditional high-banked concrete
oval.

The UNOH 200 presented by
Ohio Logistics will be held Thurs-
day night, Sept. 16, as a critical
round of the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series Playoffs. The
Food City 300 NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race will be held Friday night,
Sept. 17, as the season-finale of
the NASCAR Xfinity Series.

“We are looking forward to an-
other major NASCAR Playoff
weekend at Bristol Motor Speed-
way in September and are proud to
welcome back the Food City 300
and the UNOH 200 race as the
lead-in events to the Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race Cup Series

Playoff race,” Caldwell said. “There
was so much drama and excite-
ment surrounding all three of those
races this year that we canʼt wait to
see what unfolds here with post-
season implications on the line in
2021.”

Season ticket packages for both
2021 NASCAR weekends at Bris-
tol Motor Speedway are on sale
now, and fans can also purchase
single tickets for any of the
NASCAR events scheduled on
those weekends. To purchase tick-
ets, please visit www.bristolmotor-
speedway.com or call the BMS
Ticket Sales Center at (866) 415-
4158.

Founded in 1961, Bristol Motor
Speedway is celebrating its 60th
anniversary in 2021 and will reflect
on the great moments that have
made the multi-use sports and en-
tertainment destination one of the
very best for creating wow mo-
ments and cherished memories for
fans. Home to epic NASCAR races
and other major motorsports
events, as well as NFL and college
football games, a wide variety of
music concerts and other captivat-
ing events, Bristol Motor Speedway
has shined in the spotlight on many
occasions throughout the past six
decades. The latest venture to host
a return to NASCARʼs roots of dirt
racing will certainly add to that
legacy.

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - The ARCA

Menards Series has finalized its
2021 schedule, which consists of a
race at Michigan International
Speedway on Friday, August 20.
That race will kick off the NASCAR
weekend at MIS, which will also
consist of a NASCAR Xfinity Series
race on August 21 and the
NASCAR Cup Series FireKeepers
Casino 400 on Sunday, August 22.

The 2021 ARCA Menards Series
opens on Saturday, February 13 at
Daytona International Speedway
and concludes with the champi-
onship event at Kansas Speedway
in October. The 20-race schedule
will be contested at 19 different
venues.

The ARCA Menards Series
boasts a long tradition at Michigan
International Speedway having
staged at least one race in the Irish
Hills each year since 1990.  Over-
all, there have been 39 races in the
Series held at MIS.  Riley Herbst
held off eventual 2020 Series
champion Bret Holmes to take the
checkered flag in the VizCom 200
on August 9, 2020 at MIS.

Tickets for the 2021 NASCAR
race weekend at MIS are available

at mispeedway.com/tickets. For
more information, fans can call
888-905-RACE (7223).

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Racewayʼs 2021 NASCAR Double-
header Week schedule will feature
five races in three days from Friday,
June 25 – Sunday, June 27. Tick-
ets and camping options are on
sale now, including Multi-Day
Ticket Bundles available for Satur-
day and Sunday.

• NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series Date Announced:
Pocono Raceway will host a
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race on Saturday, June 26.
It will also be the 12th annual
Camping World Truck Series race
held at ʻThe Tricky Triangle.ʼ

• ARCA Menards Series Date
Announced: The General Tire
#AnywhereIsPossible200 ARCA
Menards Series race is scheduled
to take place at Pocono Raceway
on Friday, June 25, 2021. This will
be the 68th ARCA Menards Series
race held at ʻThe Tricky Triangle.ʼ

• Five Raceway Races In Three
Days: Pocono Raceway is sched-
uled to host a the General Tire
#AnywhereIsPossible 200 ARCA
Menards Series race on Friday,
June 25, a NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series race and the
first of two NASCAR Cup Series
races on Saturday, June 26, as well
as the Pocono Green 225 Recy-
cled by J.P. Mascaro & Sons
NASCAR Xfinity Series race and a
second NASCAR Cup Series race
on Sunday, June 27. Additional
event details will be announced
later.

• Only Happening at Pocono:
The NASCAR Doubleheader Week
will showcase the only time the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series and the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries are scheduled to compete on
the same day in 2021, the only
NASCAR Xfinity Series race held
on a Sunday next year and the only
time two NASCAR Cup Series race
will take place on back-to-back
days at the same track. Additional
details regarding the NASCAR
Doubleheader Week will be an-
nounced later.

• Multi-Day Ticket Bundles Avail-
able: Multi-day Ticket Bundles are
available for purchase in the 100,
200 and shaded 300-Levels of the
Grandstand, as well as the Terrace
Club, Club Pocono and Victory Cir-
cle Club sections. Multi-Day Ticket
Bundles offer the convenience of a
one-stop shop where a fan can se-
lect their tickets quickly and without 
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having to navigate
multiple ticket page
options. To purchase a
Multi-Day Ticket Bun-
dle, visit www.pocono-
raceway.com/ticket or
call our Ticket Office at
1-800-722-3929.

• Kids Attend Free:
Kids, ages 12 and
under, will receive free
admission to the
NASCAR races at
Pocono Raceway in
2021. This includes
free access to the 100
and 200 levels of the

Grandstand, Fan Fair and camping
areas. Kids may attend Fridayʼs
events without a ticket, but they
must be accompanied by an adult
ticket holders at all times. All atten-
dees, regardless of age and includ-
ing kids, must have a ticket for
Grandstand access on Saturday
and Sunday. Kids tickets, for Satur-
day and Sunday, are offered free of
charge during the ticket purchase
process.

• Additional Tickets on Sale
Now: Additional select ticket and
camping options for all NASCAR
events at Pocono Raceway are
available online at www.pocono-
raceway.com or by calling 1-800-
722-3929.

• Complimentary Perks for Ticket
Holders: Parking is free of charge
for all NASCAR events at Pocono
Raceway in 2021. All Saturday and
Sunday tickets, purchased directly
through the track, include the com-
plimentary Worry-Free Weather
Guarantee. There are also flexible
payment options available for ticket
purchasers. To learn more, visit
www.poconoraceway.com.

Dover Intʼl Speedway
DOVER, DE - General Tire will

be the entitlement sponsor of the
ARCA Menards Series East race
on Friday, May 14 at Dover Inter-
national Speedway, the opening
race of the Monster Mileʼs
NASCAR tripleheader weekend set
for May 14‐16, 2021.

For the third consecutive year,
the “General Tire 125” ARCA
Menards Series East race will take
the green flag on the high‐banked,
one‐mile concrete oval at Dover.
Sam Mayer, the two‐time ARCA
Menards Series East champion,
won the latest “General Tire 125”
on Aug. 21 as part of the Monster
Mileʼs six‐ race extravaganza last
summer.

In recent years, the ARCA
Menards Series East has served

as a proving ground for top drivers
such as William Byron, Justin
Haley and Joey Logano.

General Tire has been manufac-
turing tires for American passenger
and commercial vehicles for more
than 100 years, since its founding
in Ohio in 1915 as The General Tire
& Rubber Company.

“We are thrilled to continue our
partnership with the Monster Mile,”
said Travis Roffler, director of mar-
keting for General Tire. “As General
Tire continues our commitment to
promoting regional and interna-
tional series, this partnership is a
natural fit as we continue to work to
bring the fans exciting racing.”

The ARCA Menards Series East
has been a staple of Dover Inter-
national Speedwayʼs race calendar
every year since 2001. Past Dover
winners in the ARCA Menards Se-
ries East include Aric Almirola, Har-
rison Burton and Bubba Wallace.

The May 14‐16 NASCAR triple-
header weekend at the Monster
Mile also includes a NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series race on Saturday, May 15
and the “Drydene 400” NASCAR
Cup Series race on Sunday, May
16. The “Drydene 400” will be the
103rd NASCAR Cup Series race at
Dover, one of only 10 tracks in the
country to host 100 or more Cup
Series events.

For tickets or more information
on Monster Mile events and activi-
ties, call (800) 441‐RACE or visit
DoverSpeedway.com. You can also
keep up with track activities at
Facebook.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Super long traf-

fic lines gotcha down this holiday
season?

Well, your frustrating wait is over
when you visit the 24th annual Pin-
nacle Speedway In Lights at Bristol
Motor Speedway on select nights
this year.

When lines get the longest at the
tradition-rich holiday lights spectac-
ular at the iconic sports and enter-
tainment destination forged amid
the hills of Northeast Tennessee,
you can spend a few extra dollars
to instantly catapult your vehicle to
the front of the line. Hey, always re-
member, itʼs for the kids!

On select nights, the Jingle Bell
Lane presented by Citi is a speedy
$50 option that will significantly
shorten your wait time to see the
amazing holiday lights display.
When you arrive at the entrance to
Speedway In Lights off Highway
394, just select the Jingle Bell Lane
route and you will be directed to the

start of the light show quicker than
a space craft jumping to hyper-
space.

Upcoming dates for the Jingle
Bell Lane presented by Citi (fast
pass) are December 12, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23 and 26.

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights powered by TVA is a holiday
light spectacular that serves as one
of the primary annual fundraisers
for the Bristol Chapter of Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities. Long hailed as
the premier holiday display in the
Appalachian Highlands, The Pin-
nacle Speedway in Lights powered
by TVA spreads across a four-mile
route illuminated by more than 2
million lights among 250 displays.
A trip through the light show sends
guests down historic Bristol Drag-
way and all throughout the prop-
erty, culminating with a lap around
the iconic Bristol Motor Speedway
half-mile oval.

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights runs through Saturday, Jan.
2. In addition to the Jingle Bell Lane
presented by Citi fast pass option,
the event costs $20 for cars from
Sunday through Thursday and $25
on Friday and Saturday nights. For
larger groups, vans are $50 and
buses are $125.  

For more information about the
Pinnacle Speedway In Lights pow-
ered by TVA, please visit the BMS
website.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Tickets are

officially on sale now for Talladega
Superspeedwayʼs spring 2021
NASCAR weekend, consisting of
the GEICO 500 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race on Sunday, April 25, and
the NASCAR Xfinity Series event
on Saturday, April 24.

For a limited time only, fans are
urged to secure their tickets early
which will provide economic sav-
ings with a host of advance-priced
opportunities for both grandstand
seating and camping options. Multi-
day grandstand seating packages
start at just $60 for adults and $10
for kids 12 and younger. Fans can
get information on how to reserve
their spots by calling 877-462-3342
(Go2-DEGA) or visit www.tallade-
gasuperspeedway.com. 

The 52nd edition of the GEICO
500 will be the premier seriesʼ 10th
points race of the year, and the win-
ner will secure a spot in the 2021
NASCAR Cup Series Playoffs.
Ryan Blaney is the defending
champion of the GEICO 500, win-
ning by just seven one thousandths
of a second. Denny Hamlin is the
latest Cup Series winner at the
2.66-mile venue, edging Erik Jones

by just .086 second.
Justin Haley swept both of the

Talladega NASCAR Xfinity Series
races this year, cementing his
place in the NASCAR Xfinity Series
Playoffs. He eventually made his
way to the Championship 4 at
Phoenix Raceway. The Xfinity Se-
ries has been a staple at the iconic
track since 1992 when Ernie Irvan
took the checkered flag. Additional
information on other aspects of the
2021 Talladega Superspeedway
weekend will be forthcoming.

Fans can keep up with all the
happenings at the biggest, baddest
race track on the planet by follow-
ing Talladega Superspeedway on
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - ARCA

and Daytona International Speed-
way officially announced today, that
for the first time in history, the 2021
Lucas Oil 200 Driven by General
Tire - the season-opener for the
ARCA Menards Series - would be
held the day before the DAYTONA
500 on Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021.

The Lucas Oil 200 Driven by
General Tire will also share the
stage with the NASCAR Racing
Experience 300, the  NASCAR
Xfinity Series season opener, for a
Saturday doubleheader. The ARCA
Menards Series has been a staple
in February at the 2.5-mile venue
since 1964 when Nelson Stacy
took the checkered flag. Over the
years, winners of the event have in-
cluded noted names such as Kyle
Petty, Tim Richmond, Ryan New-
man, Kyle Busch and Harrison Bur-
ton. Just a year ago, Michael Self
held off Hailie Deegan by just .125
second a year ago to win the Lucas
Oil 200 Driven by General Tire.

The annual ARCA Menards Se-
ries pre-season test at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway will he be
held on Friday and Saturday, Janu-
ary 15-16.

Both the Lucas Oil 200 Driven
by General Tire and NASCAR Rac-
ing Experience 300 are a part of
DAYTONA Speedweeks Presented
by AdventHealth. The races will be
held the day before the 63rd An-
nual DAYTONA 500, on Sunday,
Feb. 14, Presidentʼs Day Weekend.
It will mark the 40th straight time
(dating back to 1982) The Great
American Race has started off
NASCARʼs Cup Series season.
Denny Hamlin can rewrite history
and become the first driver to cap-
ture three consecutive checkered
flags in the DAYTONA 500.

Tickets can be purchased online
at www.daytona500.com or by call-
ing 1-800-PITSHOP.
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Carteret County
Speedway

PELETIER, NC -
Cody LeBlanc picked
up the victory in Satur-
day nightʼs Carolina
Mini-Stock Challenge
4-Cylinder Nationals
main event at Bobby
Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway –
his first win at the
track.

The Berlin, New
Hampshire driver
started on the pole and
led all 80 laps en route
to the victory just one

day before his 28th birthday.  After
the race, he celebrated what was
one of the biggest wins of his ca-
reer after outlasting Michael Tucker
and Robert Strmiska.

“I was saving a lot,” LeBlanc said
in victory lane.  “My spotter did a
great job by giving me a gap.
Whenever Iʼd get the lead, Iʼd put it
on cruise control.  We had such an
awesome car tonight.  This is a
huge redemption from 2018.  Iʼll
definitely take that.”

LeBlanc had finished in the run-
ner-up position in 2018 to eventual
winner Adam Resnick after starting
on the pole and leading the most
laps.

“I needed this win for sure,”
LeBlanc remarked.  “At home, with
all the big races, I just always found
a way to choke away a win so it
feels good to get one.   Iʼve got too
many people to thank, most of all
my dad, Jean.  Two weeks ago,
there was no chance we were
going to race.  We had a really bad
wreck up north and we got it all
back together.”

Michael Tucker, who finished
second, picked up a victory earlier
in the evening in a separate Mod-4
feature.

Tim Giesen, who travels to the
races with Stephen Sanders,
picked up his first career Carteret
County Speedway victory in the
Champ Kart division – a popular
win for one of the racers who just
wants to race anything.

“This is pretty awesome, I ainʼt
going to lie,” Giesen said.  “Iʼve
been coming down here for a while
with Stephen.  This means the
world to me honestly.  Iʼve just got
to thank the good Lord for keeping
us all safe out here tonight and
everybody that helps me.  I donʼt
know what to say, Iʼm speechless.”

Joseph Bryant scored the over-
all win in the Mini Cup Nationals
feature race.  Other winners in-
clude Mike Cooper (Street Stock),

Adam Mattice (Jr. Mini Cup), and
Duane Walker (Bomber).

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC - One of the

newest and most exciting series in
short track racing will be invading
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway on June 19, 2021.

The Carolina Pro Late Model
Series and the brand-new Carolina
Crate Modified Series will both
make their inaugural visits in the
June 19th event.  It will be the sec-
ond time in speedway history that
both straight rail chassis (Super
Late Model) cars and Modifieds will
compete at the track.

“Weʼre excited that the 2021
season, weʼre going to have one of
the newest and best series roll into
Carteret County Speedway,”
speedway owner Bob Lowery said.
“It is our commitment to bring of the
finest racing to Eastern North Car-
olina.  Weʼre happy that Keith Gra-
ham has added our track to his
schedule, and we will be working
on other incentives for this race to
make it one of the biggest races in
our history.”

Keith Graham started the series
in 2020 after racers had ap-
proached him about forming a
more affordable class of Super
Late Model racing.  The Pro All
Stars Series (PASS) had raced in
the south with a similar rules pack-
age before disbanding their south-
ern Super Late Model tour.  The
Carolina Pro Late Model Series
runs Super Late Model chassis
racecars with crate motors, making
the series budget friendly for rac-

ers.
“Iʼm super excited about coming

to Carteret,” Graham said.  “Itʼs
been a track that the series has
been interested in coming to since
we started in 2020.  Bob and the
track staff being excited about com-
ing makes us even more excited
about coming, especially with the
open arms of the Carteret County
Speedway community.”

The Carolina Pro Late Model
Series runs with affordability in
mind and, in its inaugural season,
the tour drew some heavy hitters –
including Carson Kvapil, who is the
son of 2003 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champion
Travis Kvapil, NASCAR Cup Series
driver Garrett Smithley, Nick Loden,
Kodie Conner, Amber Lynn, Toni
Breidinger, and former Carteret
County Speedway winner William
Cox, III, among others.  On top of
affordability and big names, the se-
ries produced breathtaking action
in its inaugural season at a variety
of different tracks.

The last time straight rail cars
ran at Carteret County Speedway
was in 2017 in a race won by Jody
Measamer.  That event also fea-

tured standout driver Gracie Trotter,
who became the first woman to win
an ARCA Menards Series event
earlier this year in Nevada.

The Carolina Crate Modified Se-
ries races with a similar vision as
the Carolina Pro Late Model Series
– affordable for racers and exciting
for fans.  That seriesʼ event will
mark the second Modified race in
speedway history.  The last Modi-
fied race at Carteret was in Octo-
ber 2015, a race won by another
former NASCAR winner, Cale
Gale. 

Both tours will run on the same
night and are just two of multiple
different series that will be coming
to Carteret County Speedway dur-
ing the 2021 season.  The full 2021
schedule will be announced in the
coming weeks.

To learn more about the Carolina
Pro Late Model Series and Car-
olina Crate Modified Series, visit
the tourʼs website at carolinalate-
models.com and follow the series
on Facebook.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Florence Motor Speedway
TIMMONSVILLE, SC - Ander-

son, SCʼs Janson Marchbanks out-
dueled veteran Michael Faulk in a
dash to the checkered flag to win
Saturday nightʼs 100-lap Limited
Late Model race at Florence Motor
Speedway presented by Renegade
Race Fuels.  It capped an exciting
first half of the Charlie Powell Me-
morial weekends at the newly re-
furbished 4/10-mile oval.

“That was some intense racing,
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Cody LeBlanc accomplished his first win at Carteret County
Speedway in the Carolina Mini-Stock Challenge 3-Cylinder Nation-
als. (ANDY MARQUIS photo)

Janson Marchbanks won the 100-lap Limited Late Model race at
Florence Motor Speedway. (FLORENCE MOTOR SPEEDWAY
photo)



(Continued…)

hopefully Michael
[Faulk] is not too mad
at me, it was just good
door-to-door racing on
the last lap,” said
Marchbanks after-
wards.  “I knew those
last restarts were
going to be very, very
wild, but I just canʼt
think of anything better
than to be in victory
lane.”

Ryan Glenski
started on the pole
after setting the quick
time with a speed of

80.976 miles per hour.  Outside
polesitter Braden Rogers would
take the lead on the initial start, but
Glenski would power back around
on the second lap.

The first major contact of the
night occurred on lap 20 when
Christian Rose spun in turn one
and was slammed hard by Avery
Moore.  Glenski continued to lead
through several restarts, before two
hard accidents occurred in the sec-
ond half of the race.  The first hap-
pened on lap 63 when Eric Wallace
got sideways exiting turn four and
was hit hard by Toni Breidinger.
Four laps later, several cars got
taken out in an accident on the
backstretch, including Kade Brown,
Zack Miracle, and Nate Tretow.

All the while, multi-time Florence
winner Averitt Lucas was making
his way up the leaderboard.  Fol-
lowing a caution on lap 86 for a
spin by Amber Slagle, Lucas was
able to get the advantage over
Glenski on the restart to take the
lead.  The two continued to battle
until lap 90 when they made con-
tact entering turn one, causing both
leaders to spin.  

With Lucas and Glenski out of
contention for the win, Faulk be-
came the leader, while Marchbanks
was making his way up through the
top five.  Another spin by Lucas on
lap 98 set up a two-lap run for the
checkers.  Marchbanks and Faulk
touched entering turn one on the
final lap giving Marchbanks the ad-
vantage he needed to take the win
over Faulk, Chris Chapman, Boo
Boo Dalton, and Rogers.  Round-
ing out the top 10 were Matt Gould,
Ethan Johnson, William Cox, III,
Anthony Miller, and Wallace. 

The Supertrucks also competed
in a 100-lapper with Cody Kelley
holding off veteran Strom Altman
for the win.  Clint King took the lead
on lap nine from polesitter Jody
Measamer and set the pace
through much of the first 50 laps.

King, running the high line, and Kel-
ley would go back and forth
through the middle portions of the
race.  The wildest ride of the night
was for Measamer, who spun off
the backstretch with 36 laps to go
while battling for 5th against Adam
McCumbee.  King started to fade,
allowing Kelley to move into the
lead for good with 26 laps to go.
Kelley led the rest of the way for the
Supertruck win over Altman, Robert
Tyler, King, and Dusty Garrus.
Rounding out the top 10 were
Lucas Williams, McCumbee,
Measamer, Matt Cox, and Cliff
Fields.

Ricky Locklair, Jr. led flag-to-flag
to take the win after 50 laps of
Street Stock competition.  New
Hampshireʼs Alby Ovitt finished a
strong second, over Robert Fillip-
iak, Ricky Locklair, and Todd Amer-
son.

Be sure to “Like” Florence Motor
Speedway on Facebook, follow
@FlorenceMSpdwy on Twitter to
keep up on all thatʼs going on in
2020 or visit fmspeedway.com.

Lake View Motor
Speedway

LAKE VIEW, SC - Dustin
Mitchell and Michael Rouse
claimed big Late Model wins on a
Throwback Weekend at Lake View
Motor Speedway to conclude the
trackʼs 40th Anniversary season.
Mitchell took Friday nightʼs win
worth $5366 in the Edwards Family
Memorial, while Michael Rouse
took the 2nd Annual Larry Long
Memorial win Saturday night and
over $6000 in winnings.  

On Friday night, legendary car
owner Jimmy Edwards, Sr. and for-
mer track champion, Jimmy “Porky”
Edwards, Jr. were memorialized
with Hank Edwards serving as
Grand Marshall.  After qualifying on
the pole, Mitchell led flag-to-flag for
his second win of the season at
Lake View.  Former FUEL Series
champion, Russell Erwin, was run-
ning fifth until he caught the inside
guardrail in turn four on lap 11
which ended his night.  Following
Mitchell to the checkered flag were
Christian Thomas, Willie Milliken,
who made a stirring charge from
the 10th starting position, Rouse,
and Michael Marlowe.  

On Saturday night, former track
announcer, Larry Long, was hon-
ored, with Mitchell once again qual-
ifying on the pole.  But, at the drop
of the green, Rouse was able to get
the advantage entering turn one.
After a spin by Blake Sanderson on
lap seven, Banjo Duke bobbled on
the restart, resulting in a multi-car

crash that ended with both
Jonathan Ward and Steven Blan-
ton upside down on the
frontstretch.  All the drivers involved
in the wild crash were okay.  

On the next restart, Milliken, who
started in the rear for going to a
backup car, was battling with
Thomas when the two collided ex-
iting turn four causing Thomas to
spin.  Both drivers were disqualified
for actions that ensued following
the caution.  

Rouse led all 40 laps to take his
first ever win at Lake View over
Mitchell, Erwin, Johnny Pridgen,
and Mason Price.  Rounding out
the top 10 were Matthew Bissette,
Jason Floyd, David Baker, Bradley
Shampy, and Dustin Perritt.  Prid-
gen ended the season with his sec-
ond straight championship in the
Late Model division.  

Case Daniels piloted his Scott
Autry/Jeffrey Tyndall throwback to
the win in the 602 Modified divi-
sion.  Early in the race, Tyler Kuss-
man spun in turn four and collected
Darryl Moran, Kevin Weatherford,
and David Victoria.  Following
Daniels to the finish line were AJ
Belanger, Greg Cain, Jason
Adams, and Albert Brayfield.
Daniels captured the 602 Modified
championship with his win.  

Ron Pope capped off his cham-
pionship winning season with an-
other Super Street win after early
leader Cameron Norris, IV fell out
with five laps to go.  Steve Reaves
and Perry Page both took wild rides
off the backstretch that sent them
out of the race early.  Following
Pope at the finish were Benji
Thompson, Scott Patterson,
Johnny Moore, and Luke Owens.  

The Crate Racinʼ USA Street
Stocks raced both nights with Tom
Lovett taking the win Friday night
over Robbie Disher and Cameron
Norris, IV.  On Saturday night, Ron
Pope took his first Street Stock win
of the season over Joey Wilkes and
Disher.  Michael Butler ended the
season as the 2020 Street Stock
champion.  

The SCDRA Sport Compacts
also competed both nights with
track champion, Derek Kemper,
sweeping the weekend.  Kyle
Jenks and Tonya Jordan followed
Kemper at the finish Friday night,
with Ronnie Perritt and Julio Ci-
fuentes, Jr. tailing behind Kemper
on Saturday night.  

Joey Wilkes took the lead from
James Smith early to take the
Stock V8 win despite a heavy trail
of smoke spewing from his car at
the finish.  Rounding out the top
five were Smith, Sam Hardee,
Brandon Grimsley, and Wayne

Locklair.  
Stephen Ford claimed another

Mod-Lite win over Mason Ford and
Morghan Johnson.  Bladen Core
and Dustin Johnson were elimi-
nated when they slammed hard
into the inside tire barrier entering
turn one.  

Tristian Stephenson took the
lead when leaders Eddie Daniels
and Chad Groves spun in turn one
and led the rest of the way for the
Legends win.  Rounding out the top
five were Daniels, Ronnie Long,
Groves, and Greg Cain.  

The Bell & Bell Vintage Modi-
fieds were also in action with Jason
Floyd taking the Pro Modified win,
Kimbo Long was the winner in the
Modified division, while Dean Cum-
bee took the win in Sportsman,
Kyle Bell in 6-Cylinder, and Pete
Corey in the Senior division.  The
series honored 3-time Senior divi-
sion champion, Carl Smith, who
tragically passed away Friday due
to complications from an automo-
bile accident.  

Lake View Motor Speedway will
return in 2021 with a full slate of ac-
tion including the Ultimate Super
Late Models, FUEL Late Models,
Blue Ridge Outlaw Late Models,
Mid-East Modified Tour, Carolina
Sprint Tour, and an SCDRA Sport
Compact series event.  The season
will start on January 28-30, 2021
when the DIRTcar Sportsman Mod-
ifieds make the trek south for their
first ever visit to the 41-year old fa-
cility.  When the schedule is re-
leased it can be found by “Liking”
Lake View Motor Speedway on
Facebook, following @Lake-
ViewDirt on Twitter or visiting lake-
viewmotorspeedway.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINGSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway has set its 2021
preliminary schedule for the Mod-
ern Heritage 410 sprint cars with a
total of eight dates and counting. 

Originally announced to be
March 27, the 410 sprint car sea-
son debut at the track has now
been moved to Sunday afternoon,
March 28, at 2 pm.  

The speedway will return one
month later, on Sunday April 25
with the traditional Ray Tilley Clas-
sic, honoring the winningest sprint
car driver in the history of the oval. 

Already announced, the USAC
410 sprints will invade the speed-
way for the first time in decades as
part of the USAC Eastern Storm
tour coming up on Thursday, June
17. 

The 30-lap, $6,000 to win USAC
Eastern Storm event will be the first

(Continued on Next Page…)
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USAC 410 sprint car
race at the track in 50
years!

The Pennsylvania
Speedweek finale Jan
Opperman Memorial
paying $7,500 to win
as part of the ovalʼs
75th anniversary sea-
son of races is set for
Sunday, July 4. 

Saturday, July 24
will find the 410 sprints
competing in the Sum-
mer Championship.  

The 41st annual
Jack Gunn Memorial

will again feature the 410 sprints in
2021, set to take place on Satur-
day, August 28.  

Just one week later, on Sunday,
September 5 the oval will host the
Jim Nace Memorial National Open
Qualifier for the 410s as part of a
special Labor Day weekend racing
program. 

And then the super sprint car
season at the track will culminate
on Saturday night, September 25
with the running of the 39th annual
Jim Nace Memorial National Open,
again paying $20,000 to win. 

The event carries a raindate of
Sunday, September 26.  

Additional scheduling details will
be released in the coming weeks
as work continues on finalizing the
2021 Selinsgrove Speedway slate
of action. 

New clay was recently added to
the speedway surface as part of
off-season work at the track. 

Keep up to date with all the lat-
est speedway news, results, infor-
mation and race status by visiting
the speedwayʼs official website at
www.selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow the track on Twitter and
Facebook.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - The

Christmas shopping season is
here. You donʼt like the thought of
battling shopping mall traffic. Youʼre
apprehensive about being in a
crowded store with frantic shop-
pers. You donʼt want to have to deal
with the aggravation of standing in
a line waiting to enter a store, and
you are concerned about what gift
to give to that special friend or fam-
ily member that is a racing fan.

The answer to that Christmas
shopping problem is simple – a gift
certificate from South Boston
Speedway.

“A South Boston Speedway gift
certificate makes a great gift for the
race fan in your life,” said South

Boston Speedway General Man-
ager Cathy Rice.

“What makes a South Boston
Speedway gift certificate so nice is
that favorite race fan in your life can
come out and enjoy a night of ex-
citing short-track racing. You can
spend as much or as little as you
want, and you wonʼt have to deal
with traffic, stand in line outside of a
crowded store or worry about going
inside a crowded store.”

Gift certificates from “Americaʼs
Hometown Track” may be pur-
chased at the South Boston
Speedway office Monday through
Thursday between the hours of 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. The gift certificates
may also be purchased by calling
the South Boston Speedway office
at 1-434-572-4947 or toll free at 1-
877-440-1540.

South Boston Speedwayʼs ten-
tative 2021 season schedule fea-
tures 13 events including three
special events, two of them touring
series events.

“Americaʼs Hometown Track” is
slated to open its 2021 season on
Saturday, March 20 with a six-race
card headlined by twin 75-lap races
for the NASCAR Advance Auto
Parts Weekly Series Late Model
Stock Car Division and twin 25-lap
races for the Limited Sportsman Di-
vision. Races for the Pure Stock Di-
vision and Hornets Division are
also included on the schedule for
opening day.

One of the major highlights of
the 2021 season will be the trackʼs
annual pre-Fourth of July show-
case event, the Thunder Road
Harley Davidson Presented By
Grand Atlantic Ocean Resort
NASCAR Late Model 200, on Sat-
urday night, July 3. Headlining that
event is a 200-lap race for the
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts
Weekly Series Late Model Stock
Car Division. That race will be the
first race in the Virginia Late Model
Triple Crown Series.

A CARS Tour series double-
header on Saturday, October 16
featuring a Late Model Stock Car
race and a Super Late Model race
and will close out the 2021 season.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Johnny

Layne temporarily put racing aside
twice in his career. His success in
racing returned both times.

“Iʼve been racing for about 21
years,” the Nathalie, Virginia resi-
dent pointed out.

“I took one year off way back
when. Last year (2019) I set aside
my racing and helped my brother
(Steven Layne). He started racing
in the Hornets Division. I spotted for

him, worked on his car a little bit,
and tried to give him a little spot-
light. I also spent a lot of time with
my daughter. I put racing aside a lit-
tle bit. It was hard.”

Layne says once racing gets into
your blood it is hard to stay away
from the sport.

“Racing is just a fun habit,” he
explained.

“I canʼt get away from it. One
way or another I am going to be
somewhere racing or helping
somebody.”

Layne won the South Boston
Speedway Budweiser Pure Stock
Division championship in both 2016
and 2017 and fell just shy of mak-
ing it three titles in a row in 2018.
The 2018 season was the last sea-
son Layne raced at South Boston
Speedway fulltime.

While he stepped away from the
sport in 2019, he still enjoyed a
large degree of success.

“I raced twice and won the
Fourth of July race here at South
Boston Speedway,” Layne noted
with a smile.

“That was the only win I really
hadnʼt gotten since I started rac-
ing.” 

Layne had looked at returning to
the sport this season, but the
COVID-19 pandemic put a damper
on his plans, as it did with many
others.

“I was hoping we were going to
get to race here this year,” Layne
remarked during a break in a re-
cent testing session at South
Boston Speedway, “but with every-
thing being what it is weʼve raced
only three times, all at Orange
County Speedway.”

His effort was flawless. Layne
won all three of his starts at the
North Carolina oval, his most re-
cent triumph coming on October
24.

One of the interesting aspects of
Layneʼs success is he is driving the
same Nissan 240 racecar he has
driven for several years.

“Iʼve been racing the same car
for six or seven years now,” Layne
noted.

That may change.
“I have a new car I may debut

next year,” Layne pointed out.
“Itʼs an older model. We decided

we would try to build a car and see
what it does. It hasnʼt been on the
track yet, but I think we found some
things I can do to make the car
handle better and be a little faster
than this one.” 

Layne has not firmed up his
plans for the 2021 season at this
time.

“Iʼm not saying anything for
sure,” Layne said.

“It all depends on how things
work out between now and then
with this pandemic. Iʼm not going to
say weʼre going to race fulltime at
one track. We will probably venture
around some and find the best
competition here and there.

“I might come back here (to
South Boston Speedway) and try to
win another championship,” he
added.

“It just all depends on how things
work out.”

South Boston Speedway is open
Monday through Thursday from 9
a.m. until 5 p.m. for teams wishing
to schedule testing sessions. The
track is available for testing from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. each day. Teams
wishing to schedule a test at South
Boston Speedway should contact
the speedway office at 434-572-
4947 at least a day ahead to
schedule a test session.

“Americaʼs Hometown Track”
will kick off the 2021 season on
Saturday, March 20 with twin races

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Johnny Layne is pictured with the Nissan 240 racecar he drives in
the Pure Stock Division. Layne has won two Pure Stock Division
championships at South Boston Speedway. (SOUTH BOSTON
SPEEDWAY photo)
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for the NASCAR Ad-
vance Auto Parts
Weekly Series Late
Model Stock Cars,
twin races for the
trackʼs Limited Sports-
man Division and
races for the Pure
Stock and Hornets Di-
visions.

South Boston
Speedway

S O U T H
BOSTON, VA - This
season has been a

tough one for Scott Phillips. The
Halifax, Virginia resident had
looked forward to racing in the Pure
Stock Division at South Boston
Speedway in 2020 only to see the
COVID-19 pandemic crush that
hope.

Phillips attempted to race at
other speedways from time to time,
but misfortune struck virtually every
time.

“2020 has been rough,” Phillips
said with a sigh.

“I got tired of waiting for some
racing to start (at South Boston
Speedway) and started going to
some other tracks and had prob-
lems with one thing or another
every time.”

Phillips made his first attempt to
race in 2020 at Orange County
Speedway in North Carolina and
immediately suffered misfortune.

“I ended up getting into an acci-
dent during practice and it twisted
the car,” Phillips explained during a
break in a recent testing session at
South Boston Speedway.

“It pushed the roll cage and door
pillar in really bad. I straightened it
(the carʼs chassis) up, but itʼs not
right. Iʼve been doing things with
the (chassis) setup to compensate.
It (the car) is good, but itʼs not like it
should be.” 

After the mishap in his first at-
tempt to go racing in 2020, Phillips
encountered some form of misfor-
tune every time he attempted to
compete. Phillips worked on his car
during his recent test session at
South Boston Speedway to pre-
pare for an event at a nearby track.
Unfortunately, he had issues yet
another time.

The combination of not being
able to race at his home track,
South Boston Speedway, combin-
ing with the misfortune in his few
attempts to race this season have
made 2020 very frustrating for
Phillips.

“Last year (2019) I finished the

season off strong and had the car
set up right,” Phillips said.

“I ran up front really well in the
last race of the season, led a lot of
laps at Orange County Speedway
and finished second in one of their
races last year. This year every-
thing just seemed to fall apart.”

With the 2020 season behind
him, Phillips is looking ahead to
2021with hopes of much better fu-

ture fortunes.
“Iʼm looking forward to coming

back to South Boston Speedway
for a full season 2021,” Phillips
noted, “and hopefully, with some
things I have learned and a new
car, maybe I will be able to get back
up front.”

The new car Phillips plans to
bring to South Boston Speedway in
2021 will be another Nissan.

“I plan on having a brand-new
car for next year, and maybe turn
this car into a backup car if I can cut
some stuff apart during the winter,”
Phillips explained.

“I definitely will be in a different
car next year for the primary car.”

Not only does Phillips have
plans to bring out a new primary
car for 2021, he has additional
plans in the works as well.

“Iʼve also got a Nissan 240
hatchback that used to be raced at
Orange County Speedway,” noted
Phillips.

“That car will be turned into a
second car for a back-up car next
year. I may have somebody run-
ning that car for me. Iʼve got a cou-
ple of guys who want to drive it, so
weʼll see. I know if something hap-
pens to my car I will have some-
thing to fall back on.”

While weather temperatures
have fallen some over the past few

weeks with the arrival of fall there
are still a lot of good days ahead for
drivers and race teams wishing to
schedule test sessions to work on
their cars and begin preparations
for the 2021 season.   

South Boston Speedway is open
Monday through Thursday from 9
a.m. until 5 p.m. for teams wishing
to schedule testing sessions. The
track is available for testing from 10

a.m. until 4 p.m. each day. Teams
wishing to schedule a test at South
Boston Speedway should contact
the speedway office at 434-572-
4947 at least a day ahead to
schedule a test session.

The 2021 season at “Americaʼs
Hometown Track” kicks off on Sat-
urday, March 20, 2021 with twin
races for the NASCAR Advance
Auto Parts Weekly Series Late
Model Stock Cars, twin races for
the trackʼs Limited Sportsman Divi-
sion and races for the Pure Stock
and Hornets Divisions.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway management
has released the official 2021 race
schedule for the Stafford Springs,
CT half-mile. The 24-race schedule
offers a blend of Staffordʼs classic
weekly racing events and special
events. The NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour is set to return to
Stafford Speedway for 3 events in
2021.

“Another season is on the hori-
zon,” explained Stafford Speedway
CEO Mark Arute. “2020 was a chal-
lenge but with the support of the
race teams, race fans, and Team
Stafford, we were able to get
through it. For 2021 we look to con-
tinue to build on our strong weekly

program and special events. Weʼve
added a few twists and turns in the
schedule to keep things interesting
but our approach continues to be
schedule consistency, we think that
is important for the sport.” 

The season kicks-off with the
49th Annual NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler® Weekend Satur-
day, April 24th and Sunday, April
25th. New for the 2021 Spring Siz-
zler® Saturday and Sunday will be
two separate tickets with the Gran-
ite State Pro Stock Series joining
the SK Modifieds®, Late Models,
Limited Late Models and Street
Stocks on Saturday. Spring Siz-
zler® Sunday will see the SK Mod-
ifieds® return for their 2nd race of
the weekend along with the SK
Light Modified division, the Vintage
All-Stars, and finally the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour competing in
the 150-lap NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler®.

“We had multiple Friday and
Saturday events this season due to
Covid,” continued Arute. “With ca-
pacity restriction as the big un-
known entering 2021 we took a
look at what we could do to ensure
that even if we are at a reduced ca-
pacity weʼd be able to run our en-
tire schedule. This included making
the 2021 NAPA Spring Sizzler
Weekend a two day, two ticket
event. The NASCAR Modified Tour
will headline the weekend and
weʼve added the Granite State Pro
Stocks and the SK Modified®
teams will run both Saturday and
Sunday.” 

Weekly Friday night racing at
Stafford will commence Friday, May
7th after 1 off week following the
NAPA Auto Parts Spring Sizzler®
and will continue weekly through
the fall. Headlined by Staffordʼs SK
Modified® division, Staffordʼs 5
weekly divisions will compete at
each Friday night event through the
season. New for 2021, race teams
will have their worst finish of the
season dropped from their final
championship point total allowing
for an off week, if necessary. More
information on this rule will be in-
cluded in the 2021 general rules to
be released in the near future. 

The fan favorite Open Modifieds
take to the Stafford half-mile 4
times in 2021, Friday, May 14th for
the Modified Open 80, Friday, June
11th for the Twisted Tea 80, Friday,
July 9th for the Bud Light 80, and
Friday, August 20th for the Lincoln
Tech 80. The 2020 season featured
4 different winners including Mar-
cello Rufrano, Keith Rocco, Ronnie
Williams, and Woody Pitkat.

Each of Staffordʼs 5 weekly divi
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Scott Phillips is pictured with the car he drives in the Pure Stock
Division. After a tough 2020 season the Halifax, Virginia resident
is hoping to have a new car ready for the 2021 season. (SOUTH
BOSTON SPEEDWAY photo)
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sions have at least 1
extra distance race
scheduled in 2021.
Extra distance races
for the full fendered di-
visions kicks off with
25 laps for the Limited
Late Models on Friday,
June 18th, the Street
Stock Firecracker 30 is
slated for Friday, July
2nd, and the traditional
Late Model 50 returns
to the schedule on Fri-
day, September 3rd.
Three extra distance
races for Staffordʼs

weekly Modified divisions are
scheduled, the 8th Annual NAPA
Auto Parts SK 5K on Friday, June
25th, Dunleavyʼs Modifiedz Night
for the SK Light Modifieds on Fri-
day, July 23rd, and the Senators
Cup for the SK Modified® division
on Friday, August 13th. The SK
Modified® division will also com-
pete in the 4th Annual TC 13 SK
Modified® Shootout on Friday,
September 10th.

New for 2021 the season will be
extended 1 week beyond NAPA
Auto Parts Fall Final Weekend with
the addition of NAPA Auto Parts
Championship night on Friday, Oc-
tober 1st.

“We were forced to extend be-
yond the NAPA Fall Final this sea-
son due to Covid,” continued Arute.
“The fans and drivers liked the
NAPA Champions night format so
we will continue that in 2021. Run-
ning our weekly divisions as the
final night of the season gives our
champions their own night in the
spotlight.”

Season tickets for the 2021 sea-
son are now on sale at stafford-
speedway.com/store. Early
bird discount pricing is in effect until
December 16th when prices in-
crease. Season pass holders
saved over 60% in 2020 when
compared to purchasing a ticket
every week.

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

While a championship is a special
occasion for any driver in their rac-
ing career, for Stafford Late Model
driver Adam Gray, his 3rd Stafford
Late Model title carries with it some
extra meaning.  Prior to the 2019
season, long time crew member
and family friend of both Gray and

his father Barry, Leon Chartier,
passed away.  Chartier made Gray
promise that he would one day re-
turn to Stafford after not racing from
2016-2018 and win a race.  Gray
checked that box last season and
he one-upped his feature win from
last season with 6 more wins this
year en route to his third career
championship at Stafford.

“Leon and my father started rac-
ing together and Leon was like a
second father to me,” said Gray.
“Leon helped my father and myself
for years and his shop is where we
work on our cars.  As long as Iʼm
racing his name will always be on
my car.  Leon got sick and he
pulled me aside one day and told
me that one day I was going to go
back to Stafford and win a race.
We won that race last year and that
was pretty cool and this year we did
one better for him and won the
championship.  It was heartbreak-
ing and heartwarming all at the
same time.  Knowing that we were
doing this for him but not having
him with us was the heartbreaking
part.  I sat in the car for a little bit
last Friday night after the race was
over and I had tears in my eyes
and I kept looking up and saying ʻI
did it for you.ʼ  Itʼs pretty cool to be
able to accomplish something and
have more meaning behind it than
just racing.”

Aside from getting caught up in
a wreck on Sept. 4 and a mechan-
ical issue on Sept. 25, Gray and the
#97 team were the class of the Late
Model field.  Gray racked up 6 wins
and 11 top-5 finishes in the 12
races that he didnʼt have any is-
sues in, with a worst finish of 8th in
those 12 races.  Grayʼs average
finish for the 2020 season was 4.4.

“We had some phenomenal
races this year,” said Gray.  “Other

than Wayne Coury and Ryan
Fearn, we were the only repeat fea-
ture winners and this season kind
of followed in the tracks of our 2014
championship.  We had a few more
DNFʼs than weʼve had in the past
but we had strong finishes and we
finished up front.  Itʼs special to look
at the all-time wins list and champi-
ons list for the Late Model division
at Stafford and see my name sur-
rounded by some pretty darn good
drivers like Tom Fearn, Chuck Zen-
tarski, Woody Pitkat, Ryan
Posocco, and Jim Peterson.  Those
are all guys who I learned from
when I first came to Stafford to go
Late Model racing.  I have to thank
Meadows Motor Car, Leonʼs Auto
Repair, Gregg Orhlen Construction,
Statewide Auto Auctions, Donny
from R.A.D. Auto Machine,
Williams Race Gears, Hawleyʼs
Auto Body and Repair, Hi Tech
Transmissions, Barrco Automotive,
Waddell Communications and my
entire crew.”

Gray and the #97 Meadows
Motor Car team returned to
Stafford running a partial schedule
in 2019 and originally planned on
only running a partial schedule
again in 2020.  Early success, in-
cluding back to back wins in the
first 5 races of the season,
changed those plans from part-time
to full-time to make a run for win-
ning the championship.

“We were just coming to Stafford
to have some fun and try to win
some races on a part time sched-
ule this year,” said Gray.  “Early in
the season I was going to miss a
race at Stafford because my father
was racing but that got rained out
and then it got to the point where
we were invested and we saw the
possibility of winning a champi-
onship so we put some other things

on the back burner and focused on
Stafford.  As a crew we kind of de-
cided after we had a couple of good
runs and we won 2 races in a row
to go the full season.  Those two
wins were very motivating for us.”

Although the 2020 champi-
onship is Grayʼs third career cham-
pionship at Stafford, he says that
the 2020 title was a tougher cham-
pionship to win than his first 2
championships were.

“You would think because of the
shortened season due to the pan-
demic going on that things would
be a little easier, but the short sea-
son didnʼt leave you any room to
make errors,” said Gray.  “If you got
behind, then you were going to
have a hard time to make up any
points you lost.  The fortunate thing
for us was the couple of nights
when we had a bad night, the guys
who were second, third, or fourth in
points also had a bad night.  This
season was more of a grind be-
cause there wasnʼt 20 races where
you had more opportunities to
make up for points.”

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
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When the 2020 SK Modified® sea-
son kicked off at Stafford Speed-
way back on June 26, Keith Rocco
and the #88 Wheelers Auto team
began with a victory and they
closed out the 2020 season with a
victory and a 4th career track
championship at Stafford.  Rocco
actually clinched the title with one
race remaining but he closed out
his championship season in grand
style, bookending the 2020 season
with victories.

“Itʼs awesome, any time you win
a championship at Stafford youʼre
definitely doing something,” said
Rocco.  “I always race to win and I
race week by week.  We want to
win every race but starting around
13th to 15th every week makes it
tough.  Iʼm not usually the one to
look at the points.  When we saw
Todd Owen get wrecked two weeks
in a row, I knew he was our com-
petition.  We got a little bit of a lead,
which makes life easier to just go
out and race harder knowing you
have a gap.  Thanks to my entire
crew and my sponsors Wheelers
Auto, Hocon Industrial Gas, 811
Call Before You Dig, Arbitell Con-
venience Stores, Green Construc-
tion, Mikeʼs Auto, D & G Paving, FK
Rod Ends, Fragola Performance

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Adam Gray and his whole team pose for the Championship photo
at the end of the Late Model season at Stafford Motor Speedway.
(SMS photo)



(Continued…)

Systems, Pettit Rac-
ing Engines.”

Roccoʼs champi-
onship set a NASCAR
Weekly Racing Series
Division I record,
breaking a tie he held
with Nebraska native
Joe Kosiski.  Rocco
was previously tied
with Kosiski on 17
championships.  This
18th career Division I
championship in-
creases his SK Modi-
fied® titles at Stafford
to 4, breaking a tie

with Mike Christopher and Bo Gun-
ning for third place on the list of all-
time SK Modified® champions.
With 4 Stafford SK Modified® titles
to his name, Rocco only trails Bob
Potter with 5 and Ted Christopher
with 9.

“It left me speechless,” said
Rocco.  “Weʼve clicked off a lot of
championships over the last 5
years or so and there was one year
where we won the championship at
all 3 tracks.  Over the last 3 or 4
years weʼve won I think 5 champi-
onships so itʼs kind of mind blowing
to even think about.  I think I might
have been a little more exciting to
watch when I was younger be-
cause I tore a lot of stuff up but
nowadays I race a little more with
my head and it shows in our fin-
ishes.  To win a race you have to
finish and back in the day I wanted
to win the race on the first lap and
now I try to win the race on the last
lap.  I wanted to close out the sec-
ond to last Friday with a win but we
fell just short of that.  We gave it
110% to do that and it was very
nice to go into the last race not hav-
ing to worry about the champi-
onship.”

Rocco was not only dominant in
2020, but he was consistent as
well.  Rocco won 6 of the 14 SK
Modified® races held this season
and his worst finish of the season
was seventh place.  Roccoʼs aver-
age finish for the 2020 season was
a miniscule 3.3, meaning that he
fell just short of averaging a podium
finish each time he took to the track
in 2020.

“We always want to win the first
race and weʼve been fortunate the
last handful of years we always
seem to win the opening race,” said
Rocco.  “It seemed like where we
struggled was always mid-season
with not keeping up with the track
and the way the weather changed.
This year I feel like thatʼs where we
had our best consecutive finishes

and I feel like we were more domi-
nant at the end of the season than
we were at the beginning even
though we won the first two races.”

As dominant as Rocco was dur-
ing the 2020 season, his season
wasnʼt without its share of issues to
deal with.  Rocco had to rely on his
pit crew several times during the
year to get his #88 not only fixed,
but fixed well enough to where he
could drive his way back through
the pack and get into the top-10 or
top-5.

“We had some luck on our side
but the majority of it all comes
down to having a great team and
great help behind me,” said Rocco.
“There was one night where we got
wrecked early and the nerf bar was
stuffed into the tire and there were
two other nights where we got tan-
gled up and had flat tires and
knocked the toe out.  At the end of
the day itʼs all about having good
help on pit road that really makes a
difference.  Everyone will have a
bad night and have to come down
pit road at some point during the
season.  My guys were able to turn
things around and get the car back
out on the track and we were able
to get top-10 finishes in those
races.”

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
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With 2020 being a year full of un-
predictable and unusual circum-
stances, the race for the SK Light
track championship at Stafford
Speedway fits perfectly into the un-
predictable and unusual narrative.
Brian Sullivan and the #11 Vasseur

Landscaping team opened the sea-
son with a strong start, winning a
race and posting top-6 finishes in
each of the first 5 races of the sea-
son.  Following that 5-race stretch,
Sullivan missed not one but the
next two races on the schedule,
which dropped him from the point
lead to 5th in the standings, 90
points behind the leader with only
7 races left.  That fact didnʼt deter
Sullivan or the #11 team as they
continued to notch strong consis-
tent finishes in the top-5 while the
drivers in front of him in the stand-
ings all encountered issues that al-
lowed Sullivan to turn his 90 point
deficit into a 40 point lead heading
into the NAPA Auto Parts Champi-
onship Night event.  A conservative
10th place effort in that final race
saw Sullivan and his team crowned
as the 2020 SK Light champions.  

“Missing two races I thought
weʼd battle back to maybe finish
somewhere in the top-5 in points
but I never thought weʼd be battling
for a championship,” said Sullivan.
“We know we had a good team and
we had a fast car so we were going
to battle to the end but we never
expected to make up for missing 2
races.  Winning the championship
means a lot.  Iʼve been going to
Stafford since I was a kid sitting in
the stands on Friday nights.  To go
from a kid in the stands to winning
my first race at Stafford and to win
a championship at what I think is
the premier track in New England,
if not the entire country, it feels re-
ally good to be on the list of feature
winners and track champions.  I
have to thank all my sponsors
Monaco Ford, Glastonbury Oil Co.,
Competitive Edge Coatings, Sulli-
van Landscaping, Vasseur Land-
scaping, Ceric Fabrication, R.A.D.
Auto Machine, Buzzy Transmis-

sions, Waddell Communications,
the whole Chapman family and
crew, and my crew guys my Dad,
Mark, Kim, Ted, Glen, and Dave
and Mike Monaco.”

Adding to the unpredictable and
unusual nature of Sullivanʼs 2020
season was the fact that prior to the
start of the 2020 season, Sullivan
wasnʼt planning on running the full
schedule of events.  With the
Covid-19 pandemic leading to a
condensed schedule for the 2020
season, Sullivan and his car owner
Rich Vasseur decided to run the full
schedule and see where they
ended up at seasonʼs end.

“For us, this season was a mat-
ter of running the first part of the
year and seeing how things went,”
said Sullivan.  “Even though we
ended up with 14 races, I was fig-
uring on a 10 or 12 race schedule
with the shortened season and we
could really go for it.  The season
went very well for us.  We raced all
year and kept the wheels on the car
and we only had to change 3
bumpers during the season.  I wish
we had a few more wins with our
expectation level to win races but
the championship fell into our
hands because we ran well every
week.”

Despite missing 2 races, Sulli-
van and the #11 team were the
most consistent SK Light team at
Stafford in 2020 with an average
finish of 4.0.  While he only had 1
win this season, Sullivan led all SK
Light drivers with 10 top-5 and 12
top-10 finishes.  Sullivan points to
his years of experience working
both as a crew chief and a spotter
as some of the key reasons why he
was able to be consistently good
every Friday night during the 2020
season.

“I definitely feel like being a crew
chief is an advantage,” said Sulli-
van.  “Iʼm looking for a certain feel
in the car and making the right de-
cisions, so itʼs an advantage to be a
crew chief and driver.  Also Iʼve
been a spotter for years and that
really helps as far as getting
through accidents or squaring the
car up if someone wrecks in front of
you.  You also have to be alert and
aware of which cars are around
you and make smart decisions on
the track.  A lot of drivers have
smart people helping them out but
itʼs an advantage to know what I
want in the car and knowing week
to week that Iʼm coming to the track
with a stout car.”

Now that Sullivan has both his
first career feature win and cham-
pionship at Stafford, he is looking
to return to the track in 2021 to de

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Keith Rocco celebrates his 4th track championship with a win on
the closing night of the season. (SMS photo)



(Continued…)

fend his title.
“I think for next

season weʼre going to
try to come back and
defend our champi-
onship,” said Sullivan.
“Weʼre not looking to
move up.  Iʼve been
down that road before
and I know what an SK
costs and you also
have to have pit crew
guys and youʼve got to
have everything, so
thatʼs a big step up.  

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

The race for the Limited Late Model
championship at Stafford Speed-
way came down to the final lap of
the final race of the season and
ended with Andrew Durand and
Alexandra Fearn tied in the stand-
ings.  Durand held the tiebreaker
over Fearn with 7 wins to Fearnʼs 3
wins to make him a track champion
for the second time in his career.

Durand entered the 2020 sea-
son as the winningest driver in
Stafford Limited Late Model history
with 25 career wins, even though
he hadnʼt raced in the division on a
weekly basis since the 2010 sea-
son.  Despite the nearly 10 year
layoff from competition, Durand
and the #43 Universal Plastics
team resumed their winning ways
in 2020 by winning the first 2 races
of the season and won 7 races
overall on their way to taking home
a second career championship.  

“I really wasnʼt planning on going
for a championship this season,”
said Durand.  “My plan was to just
go race and things kind of fell into
line for us with the championship.
After taking so much time off from
racing, I really wanted to do the
best that I could so we put a lot of
extra time and effort into the car.
Towards the end of the season I
said to myself that I had to race
how I normally race because racing
for a championship can stress you
out.  My main thing was to just get
back out on the track and have
some fun and try to win some
races.  I have to thank my sponsors
Universal Plastics, Hammʼs Weld-
ing, Payless Auto Glass, Danʼs Ap-
pliances, and a special thanks to
Neil Provost for helping get us back
out there on the track.”

During his first stint in the Lim-
ited Late Model division, Durand
racked up 25 career wins from the
2005-2010 seasons.  Durandʼs 7
wins set a new personal record for

wins in a season as his previous
career high was 6 back in the inau-
gural season of Limited Late Model
competition in 2005.  Durand re-
turned to Stafford for the final 2
races of the 2019 season to help
prepare himself for the 2020 sea-
son but mechanical issues plagued
him to 11th place finishes in both
races and he came into the 2020
season unsure of what to expect
from his #43 car. 

“I wasnʼt expecting to win 7
times but weʼve done it before in
2005 when Michael Bennett won
14 races and we won 6 times,” said
Durand.  “Weʼve done it before and
with a similar amount of cars this
year that we had back in 2005, itʼs
a different kind of racing.  You re-
ally have to get to the front before
the other guys get up front.  I think
it was around halfway through the
season that we started to look at
points with some potential for the
championship at the end of the
season but we didnʼt think too
much about it because there was
still a lot of racing left to go and a
lot of things can happen to you in
that time.  The season went very
well for us, I have no complaints.  I
guess if I had to complain about
something then Iʼd complain about
the night we had a flat tire and we
couldnʼt finish the race.”

After a nealy 10 year hiatus from
racing, it could be easily assumed
that the 2020 championship was
harder to win than the 2009 cham-
pionship, but Durand says that
wasnʼt the case.

“I think my first championship
was a lot more exciting and stress-
ful than this one was,” said Du-
rand.  “Iʼd say this championship
was a lot easier for me stress-
wise.  I know how hard it is to win a
championship with everyone fight-
ing for it and all it takes is one little
thing like a flat tire that can take
you out of contention.  You donʼt al-
ways have to have the fastest car,
but you need to be the driver who

makes the least amount of mis-
takes all season long.”

With his second career champi-
onship officially in his grasp, Du-
rand is looking to make a move up
the full fender ladder at Stafford for
the 2021 season.

“It feels good to win the champi-
onship this year and now weʼre
ready to sell my car and build a
Late Model for next season,” said
Durand.  

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

The 2020 Street Stock season at
Stafford Speedway came to an end
just as the 2019 season did with
Zack Robinson and the #89 First
Class Automotive, LLC team taking
home track championship honors.
Robinson becomes the 26th differ-
ent driver to have won back to back
track championships at Stafford,
joining the likes of drivers such as
Bob Santos, Geoff Bodine, Richie
Evans, Jerry Marquis, Mike and
Ted Christopher, Bob Potter, Ryan
Posocco, and more.  

“Itʼs definitely awesome to have
your name in the record books as
a back to back champion along
with all the other drivers who have
done that at Stafford,” said Robin-
son.  “It was a huge team effort
every week.  We did our homework
during the week and thatʼs what
gets you to the track every Friday
night.  I have to give a big thank
you to the Anderson family, Joe
Brockett, my grandparents, my
Mom, Tim, Madison, Super Dave,
and Joe Donovan as well as my
sponsors First Class Automotive,
Hopkins Trucking, Marikaʼs Place,
and NEC Bodyworks.”

Although Robinson was able to
accomplish winning back to back
championships, the tales of his 2
championship seasons played out
in drastically different circum-
stances.  For his first champi-
onship, Robinson was in the lead
and in control of the championship
race for the majority of the season.

The 2020 season saw Robinson
climb his way out of an early sea-
son hole as a result of two finishes
of 14th or worse in the first 4 races.
The early season deficit left him 30
points out of the lead.  Robinson
and the #89 team rose to the occa-
sion as their worst finish over the
final 10 races of the season was a
6th place effort on October 2.

“This championship was defi-
nitely harder to win than last sea-
son was,” said Robinson.  “We had
2 bad finishes this year where last
year we only had one bad finish.
Meghan Fuller was on her game a
little bit better than last year and
there was a lot more competition
this season.  It was a little stressful,
but not too much.  We stuck to our
game plan that we used all season
long which was to go out and try to
win the race.  That's what got us to
this point last year and got us to
that point again this season.”

The race for the 2020 Street
Stock championship came down to
the final corner of the final lap of the
season.  Robinson entered the final
race 6 points behind Meghan
Fuller, meaning that he had to finish
at least 4 spots in front of Fuller to
secure the championship.  For al-
most the entire race, Robinson
found himself behind Fuller and
was ready to accept finishing sec-
ond but contact from Brandon
Michael on the final lap sent Fuller
spinning and relegated her to a
13th place finish while Robinson
finished 2nd to claim the title.

“The last race was all over the
place,” said Robinson.  “The first
half of the race was ok and we
were right where we needed to be.
Then we got caught on the outside
on a restart and we fell back a little
bit so I just tried to stay consistent.
Going into the last corner of the
race, I thought we were going to
finish fourth or fifth wherever we
were running at that point and I saw
Brandon [Michael] get into Fuller
and I thought that we had the
championship won at that point, but
that was definitely not the way we
wanted to win the championship.
That was a turn of events that I feel
really bad for the Fullers.  It was
shocking for me.”

With back to back champi-
onships now on his career resume,
Robinson is unsure of exactly what
his 2021 plans will be this point. 

“Weʼre not 100% sure yet about
next year, weʼre looking at maybe
moving up to Late Model.”

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Andrew Durand became the Limited Late Model Champion on the
final lap of the final race of the season. (SMS photo)


