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The 2015 racing
season was so bad,
Kyle Larson still tries to
block it from his mem-
ory. But with 2019 fol-
lowing in the same tire
tracks, Larson is des-
perate not to create a
new void in his thought
process.

Sundayʼs fifth-
place finish at the
Pocono Raceway was
another glimpse of
what could have been
– and what still can be

as the Cup Series moves closer to
its playoffs. Even with three
top-five finishes in his last
five races, Larson contin-
ued to make it difficult on
himself and the rest of his
Chip Ganassi Racing crew
by crashing cars.

“No, I mean 2015 I donʼt
really remember that year, I
donʼt really want to remem-
ber that year,” Larson said.
“But I just remember it
being bad. I donʼt know if we
crashed a lot then or what. Lately,
itʼs just been a lot of mistakes on
my part. Earlier in the year, it was
just bad luck or whatever you want
to call it. But lately, itʼs just been my
fault.”

A week after wrecking a car in
practice and the race at New
Hampshire, Larson crashed on the
third lap of practice on Saturday.
He started on the last row Sunday
and worked his way through traffic
with the same aggressive style that
earned him legendary reputation in
sprint cars -- and made him one of
the youngest prodigies NASCAR
has ever seen.

Larson has never been afraid to
go fast and take chances. Only
now, itʼs catching up with him.

“Itʼs probably just too aggressive
at the wrong times,” he said. “I just
have to work on that and not make
mistakes. I just hate it for everyone
that Iʼm affecting from it; my guys
on the [No.] 42 and even the guys
on the 1 [from Kurt Buschʼs team]
that are helping out. They should-
nʼt have to do that, so I just have to
stop.”

Larson has crashed out of five of
21 races this year. The came close
to making that six in a green-white-
checkered finish on Sunday when
his Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 came
dangerously close to the first turn
wall. Since he was running fourth,
a collision could have taken out half
the field.

This time, even if it defied every-
thing he knows as a racer, he lifted
his right foot to save the car. He
dropped back to seventh, but he
rallied to finish fifth.

And more importantly, he fin-
ished in one piece.

“I didnʼt hit the wall, but I got
close,” he said. “I knew I was going
to be close to the wall, so I bailed
out of the throttle to keep myself
from hitting the wall and lost mo-
mentum. I felt bad, but it was better
than ending up torn up like the last
time I was aggressive on a restart.
It was a good day. It was a lot bet-
ter car than I thought I was going to

have, so it just goes to
show how good our team
is right now and how
good our cars are.

“Last week, I felt
like we had one of the
fastest cars and we didnʼt
get to show it. Today, I felt
like we were one of the
fastest cars. If I could just
race a primary car, who
knows what we could do.

I just have to clean up a little bit of
what Iʼm doing in practice and the
races, and hopefully we can get a
win.”

Just imagine what Larson could
have accomplished with his pri-
mary car. After all, the backup car
is a backup for a reason.

“I donʼt want to race backup
cars, so I just have to stop crash-
ing,” he said.

Crashing is part of racing. Any-
one who hasnʼt been in a big acci-
dent probably isnʼt pushing the gas
pedal to the floor. And nobody is
immune from finishing on the
wrong end of a wreckerʼs hook.
Chase Elliott has crashed three
times – once in practice and twice
during the main event – in the last
four races.

Elliott has the benefit of earning
a golden ticket into the playoffs with
his victory last April at Talladega.
Larson hasnʼt won and his position
to make the Round of 16 is precar-
ious. His is 14th in the standings,
just 37 points ahead of 17th-place
and seven-time champion Jimmie
Johnson with five races remaining.

Larson still likes his place in the
standings – and at Chip Ganassi
Racing. Heʼs already got a new
contract for 2020, and heʼs confi-
dent heʼs got the speed to make
the cut for the playoffs and com-
pete for a championship. The only
thing holding Kyle Larson back is
Kyle Larson.

“Yeah, I feel like Iʼve always

done a good job of just moving on
and trying to forget,” he said. “I
learn from what I did, but move on,
forget about it and do better next
time. But weʼll be fine.”

What helps are the other drivers
on the bubble arenʼt much better.
Clint Bowyer is 15th in points and
heʼs had just one top-five and three
crashes in his last seven races,
while Johnson who showed signs
of a rebound with consecutive top-
five runs, fell back after finishing
30th, 30th and 15th in his last three
starts.

Ryan Newman, who is 16th
overall, clearly is taking the points
route to the playoffs. Heʼs finished
the top 10 in five of his last seven
races, and heʼs been no worse
than 17 in his last nine races.

Larson doesnʼt care about
points. Aggressive drivers never
do. He wants checkered flags.

“Yeah, Iʼm fine and I think our
team is fine, too,” he said. “We are
still confident that we are going to
be good.”

As long as he doesn't need a
tow truck to finish.
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Kyle Larson (42) pulls out of the line to rally a pass on Ryan New-

man (6) during the Pocono race last weekend. (JOHN HARRELL-

SON/NKP photo)



Once a year, the
CARS Tour and Hick-
ory Motor Speedway
join forces to present a
throwback weekend
for short track racers.
This year, the 3rd An-
nual CARS Tour
Throwback 276 pre-
sented by Baker Dis-
tributing will be held
on August 3rd at the
legendary short track.

In arguably the
biggest event of the
season for both the

CARS Tour and Hickory
Motor Speedway, the
popularity of this race
has reached monumen-
tal heights in the first
two years of the special
event. And, with great
reason.

The throwback race
is a full weekend of
short track action, filled
with off-track promo-
tions and special
guests. This year is no exception.

Each previous event has high-
lighted the on-track action with leg-
endary figures of the motorsports
world to interact with the fans. This
year, the lineup certainly pos-
sesses “star power”.

Brett Bodine, Ernie Irvan, Dave

Marcis, Dennis Setzer, Billy Hess,
and Tommy Houston will greet fans
and sign autographs during the
special “Fan Fest” held on the track
prior to the races. Drivers from both
the Super Late Models and Late
Model Stock Divisions will be on
track with their cars to meet fans
during the autograph and photo
session. Then, after the conclusion
of the “Fan Fest”, a special “Look-
back with the Legends” session
with the special guests and celebri-
ties will reflect on the special his-
tory of our sport, short track racing,
and Hickory Motor Speedway.

While the celebri-
ties will certainly be a
highlight of the Throw-
back 276 weekend, the
various paint schemes
on the cars are the true
stars of the show. Both
Super Late Models
(SLM) and Late Model
Stock Cars (LMSC) will
have special paint
schemes from their fa-
vorite driver, sponsor,

or scheme from the past. Some
even display the former paint
scheme of a family member who
was involved in the sport.

Some of the paint schemes
have already been revealed, with
many more to debut during this
week with special announcements

and promotions.
Ronald Hill Racing with run a

special Tommy Houston throwback
paint scheme from the days of his
Surburban Propane sponsorship.

Bobby McCarty (LMSC) will run
a Bobby Allison old Miller scheme.

Josh Berry will feature the #31
Dale Earnhardt Jr. scheme from his
1997 season in Late Models.

Molly Helmuth will feature a trib-
ute to the late Dale Earnhardt and
the 50th anniversary of Richard
Childress Racing on her car.

Terry Brooks Jr. will sport the
paint scheme that was on his
grandfatherʼs car driven by Larry
Wallace, Freddy Smith, Haywood
Plyler, and Stick Elliott.

Dean McCaskill will display a
Rusty Wallace #2 Miller Genuine
Draft scheme.

Jonathan Findley will drive a
Davey Allison Havoline paint
scheme.

Jeff Batten will have a 1981 Dar-
rell Waltrip paint scheme on his ride
this weekend.

Tyler Matthews (LMSC) will
honor the late Mike Mittler with his
historic #63 truck paint scheme.

These are only a few samples of
the beautiful and legendary paint
schemes that will make the Throw-
back 276 a “must see” event for
any race fan.

Practice for both the Super Late
Models and the Late Model Stock
Cars begins on Friday afternoon,
August 2nd. Practice resumes for

both divisions shortly after noon on
Saturday followed by qualifying for
both feature races. The autograph
session and “Fan Fest” will set the
tone for what is always an exciting
evening of racing. Both the Super
Late Models and the Late Model
Stock Cars will race for 138 “Green
Flag” laps. Racing action is set to
start at 8 p.m. Saturday, August
3rd.

If you have ever enjoyed watch-
ing short track racing, the Throw-
back 276 is for you. Whether you
are an old veteran racing fan or a
young fan just learning the sport,
this weekend of racing will give you
memories to talk about until next
year.

In one two-day span, race fans
will be able to see some of the top
Late Model drivers and teams in
the country compete on one of
Americaʼs most historic short
tracks. Plus, youʼll have the oppor-
tunity to meet several “racing leg-
ends” of motorsports as well. Plus,
for anyone who has been involved
in racing for any length of time, I
promise that you will see some
folks from your past career that you
have not seen in a year or two. Itʼs
that kind of racing weekend, bridg-
ing the past with the future of our
sport.

The Throwback 276 for the
CARS Tour Super Late Models and
Late Model Stock Cars is truly a
“canʼt miss” weekend. See you
there!
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Hickory Motor Speedway is to be the sight of the Throwback 276 for the Cars Tour Series this weekend. The fanfest is always a fun time

at the track. (CARS Tour photo)



Thanks to a fast
No. 11 Toyota, a feel
for fuel economy and
a first-ever application
of traction compound
to the asphalt at
Pocono Raceway,
Denny Hamlin redis-
covered the magic at
the Tricky Triangle that
marked his spectacu-

lar debut in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series in 2006.

Leading a 1-2-3 finish by Joe
Gibbs Racing drivers—none of
whom, surprisingly, was Kyle
Busch—Hamlin passed teammate
and race runner-up Erik Jones on
Lap 144 and saved enough fuel to
last through an overtime that car-
ried the event three laps beyond its
scheduled distance of 160 circuits.

Hamlin won for the fifth time at
the 2.5-mile triangular track after a
nine-year absence from Victory
Lane. The victory was Hamlinʼs
third of the season and the 34th of
his career.

After losing a last-lap battle to
Kevin Harvick last Sunday at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway, Ham-
lin made what turned out to be the
winning pass on the outside of turn
3, where had the PJ1 traction com-
pound had been applied.

“You just want to know that
youʼre a race winner,” said Hamlin,
who turned heads in his 2006
rookie season with two wins from
the pole at Pocono. “You just want
to know that you can contend for

wins. Yeah, youʼre looking for mo-
mentum, but youʼre just looking for
wins week-in and week-out.

“We really fought for it last week
and came up short, so it feels really
good to kind of redeem ourselves
this week and have such a strong
car. Once we got behind there, we
were able to make up positions on
the 19 (third-place finisher Martin
Truex Jr.) and 20 (Jones).”

Hamlin last pitted for fuel under
caution on Lap 115, after Ryan
Preece clobbered the Turn 1 wall to
bring out the fifth of seven yellows.
All three of the JGR cars were sav-
ing gas during the final run. 

“I was in fuel-save mode and still
trying to get around those guys,”
said Hamlin, who was running third
behind his teammates after a
restart on Lap 119. “When I got
around them, I really went into con-
servation mode instead of stretch-
ing the lead out there.”

Hamlin passed Truex in traffic on
Lap 142 to secure second place.
Two laps later, he surged past
Jones into the top spot.

“I got the opportunity on the out-
side of Turn 3,” Hamlin said.
“Thank Pocono for the PJ1. Obvi-
ously, it could be hedged a little bit
lower, but they at least gave us a
second to race in today that we
havenʼt had before.”

Jones notched his runner-up fin-
ish after consecutive third-place
runs at Kentucky and New Hamp-
shire.

“Honestly, we started the race so

far off today, I wasn't sure how we
were going to run,” said Jones, who
moved up one position in the series
standings to 13th and increased his
cushion over 17th-place Jimmie
Johnson to 39 points with five
races left in the regular season.
“We were able to turn it around
halfway, get back in contention. 

“There at the end, I wasn't sure
how it was all going to play out. It
was nice to get some good
restarts. Martin gave me a great
push at the end (on the overtime
restart after a wreck involving Kurt
Busch, Clint Bowyer, Michael Mc-
Dowell and Ricky Stenhouse Jr.
sent the race to extra laps). We
were there for a second, then the
top got rolling. I couldn't really do
anything. Good to get another top-
three run. Weʼve just got to break
through. Once we get that first

(win), I think we can click a few off
here.”

William Byron finished fourth
after starting 31st because his
qualifying time was disallowed for a
post-qualifying inspection failure.
Kyle Larson ran fifth after starting
from the rear in a backup car, the
result of a wreck in opening prac-
tice.

Kevin Harvick, Daniel Hemric,
Brad Keselowski, Kyle Busch and
Ryan Blaney completed the top 10.
Harvick led a race-high 62 laps,
and Busch was out front for 56, but
inopportune cautions spoiled their
respective race strategies and left
them fighting through traffic to get
the results they did.

Busch won the raceʼs first stage,
and Johnson picked up his second
career stage win in the second be-
fore finishing 15th.
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Denny Hamlin Leads

1-2-3 Pocono Finish for

Joe Gibbs Racing

After his victory burnout, Denny Hamlin salutes his pit crew for

their help in his winning at thye Tricky Triangle of Pocono Race-

way. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Teammates Denny Hamlin (11) and Erik Jones (20) battle for position as the race comes to a close. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

photo)



NEWTON, IA -
Chase Briscoeʼs been
chasing wins all sea-
son in the NASCAR
Xfinity Series.

They proved bit-
terly elusive — until
Saturdayʼs U.S. Cellu-
lar 250 at Iowa Speed-
way.

The driver of the
No. 98 Ford Perform-

ance Ford shrugged off frustration
and instead churned up smoke with
a jubilant, long-awaited series of
burnouts that preceded his first trip
to Victory Lane this season.

Briscoeʼs sweeping slide job
past longtime race leader Christo-
pher Bell — who paced the field for
a dominant 235 laps — ensured
that the physical, caution-marred
race would end in a raucous cele-
bration, not head-shaking and sec-
ond-guessing.

And maybe a run toward the top
of the standings, which has been
dominated by points leader Tyler
Reddick, Bell and Cole Custer —
the so-called “Big Three.”

“Itʼs nice, for sure, to kind of si-
lence everybody,” said Briscoe,
who ended Bellʼs two-race win
streak at Iowa while notching his
first win on the racy 7/8-mile track.
“We definitely are still not near
where we need to be, but I feel like
weʼve been way closer, these last
couple weeks especially. So weʼve

still got to get better if weʼre gonna
beat the “Big Three,” but I feel like
weʼre slowly getting into that con-
versation of being that fourth guy.”

For most of Saturdayʼs race, Bell

appeared headed for another
breezy victory at Iowa, but worn-out
tires doomed him down the stretch
as Briscoeʼs grip and gumption
took over.

“He did a good job and did
everything he needed to win the

race,” a dejected Bell told MRN
Radio.

Bell cruised to wins in the first
two 60-lap stages and now has led
more laps at Iowa than any other
series driver (668) despite only
having five starts at the track.

“I felt like we were a second-
place car all day,” said Briscoe,
who stayed out when Bell pitted
with 100 laps to go, allowing him to
pit later and run on fresher tires

down the stretch. “The 20 was the
class of the field.”

Briscoe — who started along-
side Bell on the front row —over-
came an early pit road penalty to
earn his first win at Iowa and snare
his third straight top-six effort after

a 35th-place finish at Daytona.
“It was a lot of fun,” said Briscoe,

who notched his second career se-
ries win and remains seventh in the
point standings. “We were definitely
racing real hard. That was beating
and banging — and thatʼs about as
good as it gets."

John Hunter Nemechek finished
third and led six laps while battling
in the top five most of the day.

“To finish third and say youʼre

disappointed is pretty good I
guess,” Nemechek said. “We
needed this run after the last few
weeks weʼve had.”

Briscoeʼs banner day contrasted
sharply with one of the Big Threeʼs
series of misfortunes.

Custer ran in the top five most of
the day until a penalty for speeding
on pit road dropped him to the rear
of the field.  

He then hit the wall on lap 160,
prompting a trip to the garage that
ended his day. He finished 29th
and remains third in points, behind
Bell and Reddick, who finished fifth
Saturday. 

“I was mad at myself for getting
a speeding penalty and putting us
back there,” Custer told MRN after
being evaluated at the infield care
center. “Frustrating.”

Saturday proved anything but for
Briscoe, who had battled Bell at
Iowa many times — but mainly on-
line, not on the track.

“Weʼve been racing online
against each other for probably 10
years,” Briscoe said.

“We used to run Iowa all the time
in the Xfinity car and have battles
like that, so it was fun to do it for
real this time.”
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s Chase Briscoe Chases

Down Christopher Bell

for Iowa Victory

Chase Briscoe (90) battles Christopher Bell (20) for the lead at Iowa Speedway before winning the

U.S. Cellular 250. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)

Chase Briscoe is all smiles after winning Saturdayʼs NASCAR XFINITY Series race at Iowa Speedway.

(NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



Ross Chastain
made it look easy on
Saturday at Pocono
Raceway, but the bat-
tle for Playoff spots in-
tensified dramatically
in the Gander RV 150
at the 2.5-mile triangu-
lar track.

Pitting early near the end of
Stage 2 in the 60-lap NASCAR
Gander Outdoors Truck Series
race, Chastain regained the lead
on Lap 33 and held it the rest of the
way, beating surging 18-year-old
Tyler Ankrum to the finish line by
1.007 seconds. 

Stage 2 winner Harrison Burton
charged from 10th to third during
the closing 26-lap green-flag run
and made a statement where the
Playoffs are concerned.

Burton, 18, posted his fourth top
five in a span of five races and
closed significant ground on Cana-
dian Stewart Friesen, who self-de-
structed on the first lap. Burton
trails Friesen by 13 points for the
final Playoff position with two races
left in the regular season.

But no one was a match for
Chastain, who won the first stage
with ease on the way to his third
victory of the season and reaf-
firmed his status as one of the clear
favorites for the series title. Chas-
tain dedicated his first Pocono win
to Kaulig Racing crew chief Nick
Harrison, who passed away at age
37 after last Saturdayʼs NASCAR

Xfinity Series race.
“I know we were a little mad be-

cause we lost Nick Harrison,”
Chastain said. “We realize that
everybody goes when itʼs their
time, but, man, we miss that big
boy. These boys (on the Niece Mo-
torsports team), a lot of them
worked with him. 

“I got to work with him at Kaulig
Racing this year. Man, we miss

him.”
Ankrum punished his No. 17

Toyota in a futile effort to catch
Chastain during the closing run.

“Me and Ross were able to run
away from the field,” Ankrum said.
“I thought I had a good enough
truck to chase him down, but I
couldnʼt get close enough to him to

catch the draft. I was just fighting
ʻtight,ʼ and I burned my tires up try-
ing to catch him.”
Short of a victory that would have
locked him into a Playoff spot, Bur-
ton turned in an optimal perform-
ance from the standpoint of the
points he gained 

“I wanted to win really bad,” Bur-
ton said. “We had a truck that was
capable of winning. I think every-

one kind of knew that… We were
charging at the end, which was a
lot of fun. I didnʼt expect to be able
to do that that well. I thought we
were in trouble there on that last
restart, but we made a lot of ground
up and were really aggressive.

“As far as points, we gained a
ton today, which is really, really

good.”
The Playoff aspirations of

Friesen suffered a major blow be-
fore the field cleared the first cor-
ner. Moments after the start,
Friesen took a low line into Turn 1
and his No. 52 Chevrolet broke
loose in the corner, collecting the
Toyota of Anthony Alfredo and
slamming into the outside wall.

Friesen finished 32nd after fail-
ing to complete a lap.

“Got spun around, made contact
with the wall,” Friesen said suc-
cinctly after leaving the infield care
center. “Just a bummer. Got on the
apron there and away we went.

“I had a lot of friends and family
here today, and Iʼm really, really
disappointed. I wish I could have
done more to last a little longer out
there, obviously. Weʼll be back—it
just sucks right now.”

If thereʼs a silver lining for
Friesen, itʼs the location of the next
race—the half-mile dirt track at El-
dora Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio.
Friesen has more than 900 career
starts on dirt in a variety of series
and has finished second and third
in his last two Eldora races. Burton
finished 15th in his only Eldora start
two years ago.
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Ross Chastain Cruises

to Third Victory as

Truck Series Playoff

Race Tightens

Race winner Ross Chastain takes his time as he drives to victory lane at Pocono Raceway. (NIGEL

KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Leading the field, Ross Chastain cruises to his fourth win of the season in the NASCAR Gander Out-

doors Truck Series. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)





NEWTON, IA -
The kid just keeps on
impressing.

Sam Mayer
earned his second vic-
tory of the 2019 sea-
son on Friday night at
Iowa Speedway, lead-
ing all but eight laps
from the pole en route
to the victory.

“The race before
the first break espe-

cially was just trying to keep the
tires on the car,” he said. “I was re-
ally just trying to hit my marks the
whole time. The car was rolling and
I was starting to get a little bit free,
but making those adjustments at
Lap 100 really helped the car stay
under me and helped me all the
way through until the end.”

The win was also the second for
GMS Racing (first coming at Bris-
tol) who made their first full-time
foray into the K&N Pro Series this
year. In both events, the No. 21 car
was in its own zip code.

Being a combination event,
Mayer was able to earn more
points than a typical K&N East
event due to the higher car count.
With the win, the 16-year-old
Franklin, Wisconsin native now
leads the East standings by six
markers for the first time since May
4 (first South Boston Twin 100).

One of his main competitors for
the title, Derek Kraus, encountered
what could have been a monumen-
tal issue in the first 50-lap stretch.
After contact from Max McLaughlin,
Kraus was sent spinning in Turn 4,
sustaining rear damage.

However, his No. 16 Bill
McAnally Racing team repaired the
damage multiple times on pit road.
Somehow, they were able to es-
cape with a top five result and exit
Iowa second in the standings. He
maintains the West points lead by
eight markers.

After starting in the rear (failed
post-qualifying inspection), Ty
Gibbs finished second for the third
straight race. Ruben Garcia Jr.
earned his best finish of the season
in third, with Kraus and New Hamp-
shire winner Chase Cabre rounding
out the top five finishers.

Tanner Gray, Drew Dollar,
Trevor Huddleston, Spencer Davis
and Max McLaughlin completed
the top 10.

Jagger Jones finished 11th after
late race contact from Huddleston

and Hailie Deegan finished 12th
after being penalized for an uncon-
trolled tire with under 20 laps re-
maining.

In the battle of the coasts, the
East won. Handily. K&N East regu-
lars (including Kraus) took nine of
the top 10 spots when the check-
ered flag flew.

The Caseyʼs General Store 150
is scheduled to be broadcast on
NBCSN on Wednesday, July 31 at
7 p.m.

The next K&N Pro Series East
event will take place next weekend
on Friday, August 2 at Watkins
Glen International, with the next
West race taking place at Ever-
green Speedway on Saturday, Au-
gust 17.

Whelen Modified Tour
Will Stop at Iowa

Speedway in 2020
NEWTON, IA - For the first time

ever, the NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fied Tour will race at Iowa Speed-
way in 2020. The 36th season of
the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour will feature a mix of historic
short tracks on the eastern
seaboard before visiting central
Iowa. This marks the first time in
history that the unified Whelen
Modified Tour will journey this far
west.  

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour will be in action during

NASCAR Xfinity Series U.S. Cellu-
lar 250 weekend at Iowa Speed-
way July 31-August 1. The Whelen
Modified Tour is NASCARʼs oldest
running division and the only open-
wheel class. The tour features a
passionate, veteran-laden core of
drivers as well as emerging young
talent. 

“I donʼt know that Iʼve ever felt
this much excitement about an up-
coming season,” said Iowa Speed-
way President David Hyatt. “From
the fans to competitors and media,
itʼs industry-wide excitement and
we are already looking forward to it.

“The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour and Iowa Speedway are a
perfect match.”

“We are thankful for the oppor-
tunity to expose fans in the Mid-
west to the type of racing fans in
New England and a few other
places have loved for years with
the Whelen Modified Tour,” said

Brandon Thompson, Managing Di-
rector, NASCAR Touring Series.

Next year will mark 15 years of
racing at Iowa Speedway. For the
fifth consecutive year, Wide Open-
ing Weekend will feature both the
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series and the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries on June 13-14, 2020.

The ARCA Menards Series will
take the green flag on Friday, July
17. The NTT IndyCar Series will
again hit the Fastest Short Track on
the Planet for the Iowa 300 on Sat-
urday, July 18, giving fans a full
complement of stock car and open
wheel racing during INDYCAR
weekend.

The 2020 Iowa Speedway rac-
ing season concludes July 31-Au-
gust 1 with another world-class
NASCAR doubleheader featuring
the NASCAR Whelen Modified Se-
ries 150 and the NASCAR Xfinity
Series U.S. Cellular 250.
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Iowa, Earns Second Career

K&N Victory

Sam Mayer celebrates in Victory Lane following the Casey's Gen-

eral Store 150 at Iowa Speedway. (Matt T. Thacker, NKP/NASCAR

photo)



MOORESVILLE,
NC - The 3rd Annual
CARS Tour “Throw-
back 276 presented
by Baker Distributing”
at Hickory Motor
Speedway on August
3rd will see six differ-
ent “throwback”
celebrities of the sport
honored at the seriesʼ
biggest event of the
season. This yearʼs

group is an excellent mix of short
track heritage, NASCAR Cup suc-
cess, and local flare.

Fans will get the opportunity to
meet with these six legendary fig-
ures in the world of stock car auto
racing as part of the on track Fan
Fest autograph session beginning
6pm. In addition, both Super Late
Models and Late Model Stock divi-
sions, will be on hand to do the
same. Once the autograph session
is complete, fans will be treated to
stories from the past with the
“Lookback with the Legends” ses-
sions as the group reflects on the
sports history with announcer Tony

Stevens.
• Ernie Irvan: 313 NASCAR Cup

starts with 15 series wins, 57 Xfin-
ity starts with 3 series wins. 1983
Winston Cup Champion. 1991
Daytona 500 winner. Named one of
NASCARʼs top 50 best drivers of all
time. Irvan has made 4 starts at
Hickory Motor Speedway all com-
ing in the Busch Series events in
1991-1993. 

• Brett Bodine: 480 NASCAR
Cup starts with 1 (N. Wilksboro) se-
ries win, 77 Xfinity starts with 5 se-
ries wins. Finished 2nd in 1986
Busch Series standings. 1987
Busch Series most popular driver.
Drove for NASCAR legendary own-
ers Bud Moore, Rick Hendrick, Jun-
ior Johnson, and championship
drag racer Kenny Bernstein. Bod-
ine has made 7 starts at Hickory
Motor Speedway all coming in the
Busch Series events in 1985-1987.
Bodine has scored 2 poles at Hick-
ory and never finish worse than
ninth at the .363 mile track. 

• Dave Marcis: 883 NASCAR
Cup starts with 5 series wins puts
Marcis 4th on the all-time list of

most NASCAR Cup starts. Marcisʼ
wins came at tracks around the re-
gion like Richmond, Martinsville,
Talladega, and Atlanta. Marcisʼ
made 8 start at Hickory from 1969-
1973 over his career in the Cup,
Grand National, and Grand Na-
tional East divisions. The Wiscon-
sin native, now living in Asheville,
NC is famous for his Goodyear
wing hat and racing in his wingtip
shoes.  

• Dennis Setzer: 8 NASCAR
Cup starts, 159 Xfinity starts with 2
series wins, 314 NASCAR Trucks
starts with 18 series wins. 7th most
wins in NASCAR Truck Series his-
tory. Won one of his two Xfinity se-
ries race at Hickory in 1994. Two
time (1983, 1993) Hickory Motor
Speedway track champion. 2007
Martinsville 300 Late Model Stock
race winner. Multiple Late Model
Stock wins at various tracks across
the region.

• Billy Hess: Originally from
Miami, Florida; Hess was the 1980
Limited Sportsman track champion
at New Asheville Speedway as a
driver. 7 time Hooters Pro Cup Se-
ries championship chassis builder.
Estimated 300 plus Hooters Pro
Cup cars were built by Hess, with
drivers like Clay Rogers, Bobby
Gill, Trevor Bayne, and Benny Gor-
don behind the wheel of them.

• Tommy Houston: 13 NASCAR
Cup starts, 417 Xfinity Starts with
24 series wins. 8 of Houstonʼs ca-
reer Xfinity wins came at Hickory
Motor Speedway. Two time (1975,
1976) Hickory Motor Speedway
track champion. Houston is a na-
tive of Hickory, North Carolina. 

Tickets for the Throwback 276
presented by Baker Distributing are
now on sale at www.carsracing-
tour.com. Tickets for the biggest
event of the year are $20 in ad-
vance or $25 the day of the event.
The Throwback 276 Mega Pack
which includes: FREE weekend pit
pass, general admission ticket,
Throwback 276 hat, Throwback
276 shirt, and Throwback 276 spot-
ters guide paint scheme poster is
just $76 in advance only and lim-
ited to just the first 76 fans who pur-
chase the package.  

For additional information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com. Be
sure to stay active and social with
the tour by liking “CARS Tour” on
Facebook, following @CARSTour
on Twitter, and scrolling through
photos on Instagram cars_tour. Ad-
ditional series information can be
obtained by calling the CARS Tour
series office, located in Mooresville,
NC, at 704.662.9212.
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Christian Eckes
(No. 15 JBL Audio
Toyota) made a state-
ment that he will be a
threat for the ARCA
Menards Series
championship with a
dominant victory in Fri-
dayʼs FORTS USA
150 at Pocono Race-
way. Eckes took con-

trol on lap 35 when the dominant
driver in the early stages of the
race, General Tire Pole Award win-
ner Todd Gilliland (No. 18 Frontline
Enterprises Toyota), was penalized
for a blend line violation after his
only pit stop of the afternoon.

Eckes led the final 26 laps of the
caution free race to score his sec-
ond win of the season and fifth
overall.

Once Eckes was alerted by his
crew that he would be the leader
after Gillilandʼs penalty, he kept his
head in the game to minimize mis-
takes.

“Once they told me what hap-
pened to the 18 it was all about
keeping our heads down and not
making any mistakes,” Eckes said.
“We knew there was a long way to
go and we needed to be perfect to
close it out.”

Gilliland, who led the first 31 laps
in a substitute role for Joe Gibbs
Racing while the teamʼs regular
driver Riley Herbst is racing in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series at Iowa
Speedway, was disappointed with
his second-place run.

“The blend line rule is different in
Trucks and ARCA,” he said. “In the
truck, we can go above the line with
the right side tires as long as we
keep the left side tires below it. In
ARCA they want you to keep all
four tires below it until you're be-
tween turns one and two. It would-
nʼt have been a problem for me at
all to keep them below the line. I
should have know it but I didnʼt.”

With his second win of the sea-
son, Eckes closes the gap on his
Venturini Motorsports teammate
and championship leader Michael
Self (No. 25 Sinclair Lubricants
Toyota), who finished third. Eckes
knows with just five races remain-
ing every point matters.

“We need to be perfect from
here on out,” Eckes said.

“Without missing the race at
Salem, weʼd be 150 points ahead.

Without the last lap at Elko weʼd be
within 50 points or so. We were
perfect here today and we need to
be perfect every week from here on
out. Iʼve won at three of the five
tracks and my crew chief Kevin
Reed has won at all five of them so
I am confident we can make a run
at it.”

Self finished third in what was an
uneventful race for the points
leader.

“We had a right rear tire go down
and we had to pit early,” Self said.
“Once the field cycled through and
we didnʼt get a caution it evened
out for us. We werenʼt close to sec-
ond place and we were way ahead
of fourth so we were just trying to
make sure we didnʼt do anything to
give it away at the end.”

There were four lead changes
among five drivers. Gilliland lead
the first 31 laps from the pole, and
Chandler Smith (No. 20 Crafts-
man/828 Logistics Toyota), Austin
Wayne Self (No. 32 Win Tron Rac-
ing Chevrolet), and Bret Holmes
(No. 23 Holmes II Excavation
Chevrolet) each led a lap while the
field cycled through green flag pit
stops. Eckes took the lead at lap 35
and led the rest of the way to the
finish.

Without a caution to slow the
pace, Eckes averaged Pocono
Raceway ARCA Menards Series
record 164.534 miles per hour.
Eckesʼ margin of victory was
13.027 seconds.

Self continues to lead the series
championship standings with an
unofficial 90-point advantage over
Eckes who has now moved into
second. Holmes is now third, 110
points back and ninth-place finisher
Travis Braden (No. 27 Matrix-
Care/Consonus Health Care/Lib-
erty Village Ford) is fourth 150
points behind.

The next race for the ARCA
Menards Series is the Allen Crowe
Memorial 100 at the Illinois State
Fairgrounds on Saturday, August
18. Practice on the one-mile dirt
oval will begin at 10 am ET/9 am
CT, General Tire Pole Qualifying is
set for 12 n ET/11 am CT, and the
100-mile feature event will go
green at 2:30 pm ET/1:30 pm CT. 

The race will be televised live
flag-to-flag on MAVTV. ARCA for
Me members can follow live timing
& scoring, live chat, and live track

updates at ARCARacing.com. New
users can register for free with a
valid email address at ARCARac-

ing.com/login. For ticket informa-
tion please visit TrackEnter-
prises.com.
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Makes Statement with

Dominant Win in FORTS
USA 150 at Pocono

Christian Eckes celebrates in victory lane after a dominating win

at Pocono Raceway, his second of the season. (arcaracing.com

photo)



SALEM, IN - The
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS
was back in action
Saturday night for the
Summit City 100 at
Baer Field Motor-
sports Park were fans
were treated to some
great racing action
through out the event
between Josh Brock
and Johnny Van-

Doorn. Brock was able to hold off
VanDoorn to get his second victory
of the season and third of his ca-
reer with the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries.

“This is great”, remarked a jubi-
lant Brock in victory lane. “We are
just a bunch of good old Kentucky
boys who love to race. We race
with this series because we get to
compete against the best late
model drivers in the country and
tonight, we beat one of the best to
get this win. Hopefully this gives us
some good momentum to finish the
season on top and win a second
Championship!”

Florida native Steve Dorer
grabbed the lead at the drop of the
green flag from his outside pole
starting  position after he and pole
sitter Austin Kunert battled side by
side for the first lap, but his lead
only lasted one lap as Josh Brock
dived to the inside to grab the lead
in turn three coming to complete
lap two with VanDoorn following in
his footsteps.

For the next 99 laps Brock would
have to fight off VanDoorn on six
restarts, which came after the field
was slowed for five cautions and
one red flag. On each start Brock
was able to pull away from Van-
Doorn using the inside groove,
while there was a torrid battle be-
hind him for the rest of the top five
positions, which VanDoorn would
get the best of those and continue
to hound Brock. The two made
contact a few times but raced each
other cleanly. VanDoorn would bat-
tle Hamke Race Cars/Rowdy Man-
ufacturing Fast Qualifier Kyle
Crump on several of the restarts for
second, Crump was looking for his
first series win. The three almost
went three wide on one restart
bringing the crowd to its feet.

On the final restart with six laps
to go, Brock pulled away and got
some distance between he and
VanDoorn giving the series Cham-

pionship Points leader enough
room to grab the win over Van-
Doorn who was coming off a huge
win in the Redbud 400 on July
15th. Brock picked up the AR Bod-
ies Cool Move of the Race Award
for his winning pass on lap two of
the event. With one event left until
the series 2019 Chase for the
Championship begins, Brock has a
guaranteed spot in the Chase with
his two series victories so far this
season.

VanDoorn missed the first prac-
tice session of the day for the se-
ries, he was attending the service
for his father Ken who passed
away recently after a long battle
with cancer. VanDoorn picked up
the FLUIDYNE Cool Under Pres-
sure Award for his touch battle with
Brock.

“That was probably the funnest
cat and mouse race for the lead
with Josh that Iʼve had in a long
time,” remarked VanDoorn. “Con-
gratulations to those guys, they did
a great job, the fans should have
really enjoyed that race!”

2017 series Champion Logan
Runyan got a season best third
place finish to end the streak of bad
luck that has plagued him most of
the 2019 season. Runyanʼs crew
put in the extra effort to give him a
good car for the event, which
earned them the PitBoxes.com Pit
Crew of the Race Award.

Hunter Jack finished in fourth,
adding to his second place in se-
ries Championship Points. Greg
Van Alst came from his 13th place
starting position to finish in fifth
place, his best finish of the season,
which earned him a Hoosier Rac-
ing Tire Performance Award and
the Progressive Racing Engines
Hard Charger Award. 

Crump would finish in sixth place
after a tough battle with seventh
place finisher Dorer. The two made
contact on lap 94 battling for a top
five position resulting in both cars
spinning. The two were battling
again side by side to the finish line
at the end of the race for sixth
place.  

Jonathan Martin finished in
eighth in his series debut. Illinois
veteran racer John Nutley finished
in ninth place in his first series start
in many years. Nutley gained
seven positions from his 16th place
starting position to earn him a
Hoosier Racing Tire Performance
Award. Series Rookie Scotty

Tomasik finished in 10th place and
earned the Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Race Award. 

The red flag waved on lap 86
when Kyle Jones went off the back
stretch of the track and made hard
contact with the tire barrier flipping
several times. Jones was okay but
his car suffered major damage.

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
Powered by JEGS next event will
be on Wednesday, August 7th at
Kalamazoo Speedway, as part of
the famed Kalamazoo Klash event. 

More information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series is avail-
able at www.cra-racing.com.

Chase Burda Gets
Third Straight Custom

Trailers CRA Junior
Late Model Series Win

at Bear Field
SALEM, IN - Columbiaville,

Michigan teenager Chase Burda
has clearly shown that he is the
one to beat in the Victory Custom
Trailers CRA Junior Late Models in-
augural season after getting his
third straight feature win in the four
events the series has had to date. It
was the second feature win for
Burda on the 3/8ʼs mile track at
Baer Field, but this time his car
showed no marks or damage un-
like his last win at Indianapolis
Speedrome.

“I was just more patient and took
my time and made sure I made
clean passes,” remarked Burda in
victory lane. “My dad told me he
was tired of replacing fenders, so I
was determined this was going to
be a clean race and I was going to
stay out of any trouble. This track is
really racy, I really enjoy it and look
forward to the rest of the season
with this series!”

The Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Models is a new
racing series in 2019 to focus on a
youth movement for short track
stock car racing that will see 10 to
15-year-old drivers compete
amongst themselves for both expe-
rience and recognition in full size
late models with an economical
drive train and suspension alterna-
tives. Saturdayʼs
race was the fourth
of eight scheduled
events for the series
in 2019.

The Victory Cus-
tom Trailers CRA
Junior Late Models
teams participated in
two practice ses-
sions on Saturday,
Burda was the

fastest in both practice sessions. In
the series third session, which was
also their group qualifying, Burda
claimed his fourth straight MPM
Marketing Fast Qualifier Award, just
beating Luke Wilhelm. From there
the first of two heat races rolled off
as the skies began to cloud up with
some pop-up showers. Evan Var-
ney got the early lead and pulled
away to get the win in the first heat
race, it was his first heat race vic-
tory with the series and first ever
win in a Late Model. Burda got the
win in the second heat after it was
checkered on lap five when rain-
drops begin to fall on the racing
surface. Burda now has four heat
wins on the season.

Charlie Keeven got the early
lead in the 25 lap feature from his
outside pole starting position after
the four car inverted start, leading
laps for the second time in a series
feature. Burda had quickly worked
his way to second from his fourth
place starting position and pulled
even with Keeven on lap two, then
made the pass on lap three to grab
the lead.

Burda would have to fight off
challengers on two restarts when
the race was slowed for two cau-
tions, but no one had anything for
Burda at the end. Burda picked up
the AR Bodies Cool Move of the
Race for his pass of Keeven to get
the lead on lap three.

For the second straight series
feature, Zach Wilhelm finished in
second, beating his brother Luke
Wilhelm, winner of the series inau-
gural feature on May 18th.  Luke
Wilhelm finished in third. Katelyn
Hettinger finished in fourth with
Keeven in fifth place. With their vic-
tories this season, Burda and Luke
Wilhelm are both locked into the
series 2019 Chase for the Champi-
onship, which begins on August
16th at Corrigan Oil Speedway.

The next Victory Custom Trailers
CRA Junior Late Models event will
be the rescheduled event at Ander-
son Speedway on Saturday, Au-
gust 10th.

More information on the Victory
Custom Trailers CRA Junior Late
Models is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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Brock Holds Off VanDoorn
to Win Summit City 100 at

Baer Field Motorsports Park



M E C H A N I C S -
BURG, PA - Closing in
on 300 wins in his
World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series career, the
feeling of celebrating
in Victory Lane is
never lost on Donny
Schatz.

However, it was
starting to feel that
way at Williams Grove

Speedway.
The 19-time winner at the

speedway had not found victory
there since May of 2015. He came
close to securing his 20th win sev-
eral times, including earlier in the
year when he finished second to
Lance Dewease and Friday nightʼs
Summer Nationals opener where
he finished third.

Both times, parked on the front
stretch with the rest of the podium
cars, he could see Victory Lane.
See the confetti shooting into the
sky. And see the trophy being de-
livered to someone other than him.

That changed Saturday night. In
the seat of his Toco Warranty No.
15 car, Schatz was pushed past
where the third-place car would sit,
past the runner-up spot and into
Victory Lane at Williams Grove for
the 20th time, claiming the Cham-
pion Racing Oil Summer Nationals
and the $20,000 payday attached
to it.

“Itʼs been a long time since
weʼve been standing out here get-
ting the trophy and the flag,” Schatz
said. “Hats off to this whole Tony
Stewart Racing team. Theyʼve
been digging.”

The reigning champion from
Fargo, N.D. was fast all night, but
never showed a dominate hand.
He qualified fourth. Then won his
Drydene Heat race and went on to
finished third in the DIRTVision
Fast Pass Dash to winner Sheldon
Haudenschild and runner-up Brad
Sweet.

Neither Sweet or Haudenschild
had ever won a World of Outlaws
Feature at Williams Grove Speed-
way. Experience was on the 10-
time Series championʼs side.

When the race went green,
Sweet launched to the lead ahead
of Haudenschild, but before the ac-
tion went any further the red flag
was thrown for Shane Stewart, who
flipped down the front stretch.
Stewartʼs crew, along with help

from others, got the car repaired in
time for him to reenter the race be-
fore it went back green.

Once it did, Sweet, again,
charged into turn one looking to
take the lead from Haudenschild,
but the young Wooster, Ohio driver
was ready for Sweet this time. Hau-
denschild stayed side-by-side with
the NAPA Auto Parts No. 49 car
into turn one but got crossed up at
the center of the turn, allowing
Sweet to charge by the NOS En-
ergy Drink No. 17 car.

The next corner, Schatz dove
underneath Haudenschild and
cleared him off turn four to take
second-place. A few laps later Hau-
denschild powered to the inside of
Schatz entering turn one, but the
veteran driver had the better run on
the high side of the track. He kept
Haudenschild at bay and began his
trek toward Sweet.

The Kasey Kahne Racing driver
had already pulled away to about a
four-car length lead, while riding
the high side. Schatz chose the
same line. It began to work in his
favor.

Seven laps into the 30-lap Fea-
ture, with lap cars in sight, Schatz
closed to Sweetʼs bumper. A lap
later, running the middle of the
track, Schatz was able to hammer
the throttle quicker than Sweet off
turn two and sped by him down the
back stretch for the lead.

Sweet wasnʼt ready to let a
Williams Grove victory and $20,000
slip through his fingers, though. He
threw a daring slide job at Schatz
through turns three and four, leav-
ing inches between their bumper
when he slid in front of him exiting
turn four.

He couldnʼt keep the momentum
going off the corner, though. Schatz
powered back underneath Sweet
down the front stretch, and using a
lap car as a pick, drove by him for
the lead into turn one. Not long
after, Haudenschild worked his way
around Sweet for second, as well.

“Felt like I didnʼt drive a great
race in lap traffic there,” Sweet
said. “Just needed to do a little bit
better of a job. Thatʼs what wins or
loses these races. Youʼve got to
move around and get by the lap
cars.”

The battle was now between
Schatz and Haudenschild. Schatz
raced around the bottom line, while
Haudenschild powered around the
outside. That put him at Schatzʼs

bumper with 10 laps to go.
The same scenario occurred at

Cedar Lake Speedway, where
Schatz rode the bottom and Hau-
denschild rocketed around the high
side of the track and passed the
Series champion for the win.

This time, though, Schatz did
what he failed to do at Cedar Lake.
He moved his line to the high side
of turns one and two, stopping any
large run by Haudenschild around
the top. Doing so also gave him a
good enough run off the corner to
extend his lead over Haudenschild.

“Trying to figure out how to pass
here is big,” Haudenschild said. “I
followed Donny around there for a
lot of laps. He donʼt make any mis-
takes. Heʼs difficult to get around.”

Haudenschild attempted a slide
job into turn one to close back on
Schatz, but it back fired. He slid up
the track and lost grip off the cor-
ner, allowing Schatz to further pull
away and cruise to the win.

“I had to move around the race
track,” Schatz said. “There were
laps where I felt like I could roll the
bottom and the middle better, and
laps where I felt like I had to hustle
the top.

"Sheldon is really good when it
comes to the cushion like that. Itʼs
tricky. And heʼs only getting better.
The bad part is heʼs way young.
Thereʼs going to come a time when
heʼs going to make me obsolete.
But not today.”

Behind Schatz, Haudenschild
finished second with Sweet third,
Daryn Pittman fourth and David
Gravel fifth – shutting out the PA
Posse from the top-five at the Me-
chanicsburg, Pa. track.

With Sweet finishing third,
Schatz also closed the points gap
between them to eight points.

The Summer Nationals win was

Schatzʼs seventh Series victory of
the year and 290th career win over-
all.

Victory Lane at Williams Grove
Speedway was no longer a distant
vision. He saw the confetti and saw
the trophy being handed to him
once again.

“Itʼs been a long time since
standing here (in Victory Lane at
Williams Grove Speedway), but I
remember what it feels like now,”
Schatz said.

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries on Friday, Aug. 2, and Satur-
day, Aug. 3, will be at Federated
Auto Parts Raceway at I-55 in
Pevely, Mo. for the Ironman dou-
bleheader. Get tickets and more in-
formation.

As always, you can catch all
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series action
on DIRTVision.com.

Tim Shaffer Wins at
Williams Grove

Speedway
Crew members from the Roth

Motorsports team jumped into Tim
Shafferʼs trailer and scurried to the
sweat drenched driver.

With his arms out and a smile
just as wide, Shaffer embraced the
two crew members and thanked
them for helping him get back on
track.

The Aliquippa, Pa.-native had
just left Victory Lane at Williams
Grove Speedway for the second
time in his World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series ca-
reer – first time since 2001. The win
was also his second Series victory
of the year – the first was at Las
Vegas in February.

(Continued Next Page)
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Donny Schatz Earns 20th
Williams Grove Victory,

$20K Payday

Donny Schatz celebrates his $20,000 Summer Nationals payday in

victory lane at Williams Grove Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

“Theyʼre hard to
get,” Shaffer said
about winning in gen-
eral. “This place is re-
ally special. I hadnʼt
realized how long it
had been since I won
here. It goes back to a
great car, great en-
gine, great team. Itʼs
funny, we struggled
this year. We started
good, struggled mid-
season and it seems
like weʼre coming back
to life.”

What the Roth
Motorsports crew did to help Shaf-
fer had nothing to do with car set
up, the engine or tires. They simply
helped him have fun again.

“Basically, theyʼve been hanging
out at my house and having fun,”
Shaffer said. “Running go-karts
and just having fun again. Itʼs neat
to have friends like that. They enjoy
racing and love it as much as you
do and get to have fun with other
things instead of being around rac-
ing all of the time, and we had a
blast.

“You kind of loosen up. We
came here already in a good mood,
having fun, and itʼs carrying on.”

That showed in Shafferʼs per-
formance throughout the night. He
finished second to Brad Sweet in
his Drydene Heat race but tested
Sweet for the lead in the early
stage of the eight-lap race. Shaffer
then went on the win the DIRTVi-
sion Fast Pass Dash from the pole
and the Feature, leading all 25
laps.

However, Watertown, Conn.-na-
tive David Gravel – who was com-
ing off a win at Lernerville
Speedway and eight top-five fin-
ishes in a row, with seven of them
being podium finishes – did not let
Shaffer cruise to the victory.

In the early stage of the Feature,
Shaffer powered around the high
side of the track with a blistering
pace that left about a straight-
away distance between he and
second-place Freddie Rahmer. His
pace also put him in lap traffic by
Lap five on the half-mile speedway.

Rahmer held on to second-place
for the first 11 laps before 10-time
Series champion Donny Schatz
dove underneath the PA Posse
member in turn three and powered
by him off turn four. The next cor-
ner, Gravel charged around the
outside of Rahmer and stole third-
place.

Gravel worked on Schatzʼs
bumper for the next few laps until

the caution came out for Daryn
Pittman having a flat right front tire.

The group of 25 cars lined back
up two-by-two for the restart. Shaf-
fer crept the field around turns
three and four before mashing the
throttle and launching back to the
lead down the front stretch. Behind
him Schatz and Gravel raced side-
by-side through turns one and two
– Gravel low, Schatz high. The high
side had been the fastest way
around all night, but Gravel made
the bottom work and darted to sec-
ond off the corner.

The track widened as the race
progressed. Shaffer stayed high,
testing the limits of the cushion.
Gravel, however, was perfecting
the bottom line. The Jason John-
son Racing No. 41 car worked its
way to within striking distance of
Shaffer and waited for an opportu-
nity to pounce.

There were no mistakes,
though. Shaffer was smooth
around the top and aggressive with
laps cars. If there was an opening,
he threw his Rudzik Excavating No.
49x into the gap without hesitation.
There was no time to be cautious.
Gravel was coming, and he knew it.

“I seen the board that the 41 got
by [Schatz] on that yellow,” Shaffer
said. “I said ʻOh, heʼs hunting me
down.ʼ I was just trying to make
good laps and I knew weʼd be hard
to beat.”

With Shaffer not making any
mistakes, Gravel knew he had to
do something drastic if he wanted
another Williams Grove victory.

Coming to the white flag, Gravel
rocketed his car underneath Shaf-
fer into turn three – closing about a
four-car length gap. The momen-
tum slid his car up the track and he
went side-by-side with Shaffer,
about a foot a part, through turn

four. Shaffer held his line – and his
eyes closed, he said jokingly. That
hindered Gravelʼs charge and
forced him to fall in line behind the
orange and black No. 49x.

“I was close, I didnʼt see him
there for a second,” Gravel said. “I
obviously just gave him a little bit of
room to get back by me. If it was
twenty or fifty grand (to win) I prob-
ably would have slid up here. But it
was a good night. We were fast all
night long. I feel like we were the
only car to run on the bottom of the
race track.”

Shaffer pulled away with the
lead and the $8,000 win at the
opening night of the Champion
Racing Oil Summer Nationals dou-
bleheader – his 27th career Series
victory.

With Schatz – second in points
– finishing third and Series points
leader Brad Sweet finishing sev-
enth, Gravel bested the top two in
points for the second straight night
and continues to inch his way into
the championship battle. He is now
102 points behind Sweet and 88
points behind Schatz.

The reigning champion has also
closed the gap to Sweet, now 14
points behind him.

Shaffer isnʼt running for points.
Heʼs racing to have fun. Heʼll have
even more fun if he can get back-
to-back wins at Williams Grove
Speedway and collect Saturdayʼs
$20,000 winnings. But for now, with
the support of fellow racers and
friends, heʼs just relishing in what
he does.

“Itʼs just about enjoying it,” Shaf-
fer said. “Iʼve been doing this for 36
years. Thatʼs why I donʼt run a gru-
eling schedule. I run my own gruel-
ing schedule. If I want to take a
weekend off and go boating, Iʼm
going to do it. But this is what Iʼve

done my whole life and Iʼm really
enjoying it.”

David Gravel Scores
$25K Win at

Lernerville Speedway
SARVER, PA - The No. 41

Jason Johnson Racing Sprint Car
roared around Lernerville Speed-
way with the ferocity of a starved
stomach. It was a manifestation of
the driverʼs mentality.

David Gravel was hungry for a
big win. After three podiums in-a-
row at Eldora Speedway, leading
up to the Kings Royal, he had to
settle for a fifth-place finish at the
prestigious event. His appetite was
not appeased.

On Tuesday night at the
$25,000-to-win Don Martin Memo-
rial Silver Cup, the Watertown,
Conn.-native was not going to let
his hunger go untamed again. He
led 26 laps of the 40-lap Feature,
lapped up to 13th and crossed the
finish line four seconds ahead of
second-place to claim his third win
at Lernerville Speedway and fifth
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series victory of
the year.

“Our team deserves a win after
a week like last week (at Eldora),”
Gravel said. “To make it a $25,000
win is good. You want to win Jack-
son (Nationals). You want to win
the Kings Royal. But this will do for
now.”

He secured the win by finding
grip where few others could.

“I didnʼt have to rely on the top,”
Gravel said. “I think 90 percent of
the guys relied on the top in the
Heat race, relied on the top in the
Dash and there in the beginning of
the [Feature]. I didnʼt have to. I
think it (the top) was just going to
get thinner and thinner as it went
on. I just never relied on it all night.
We just kept working below it.”

He nearly won his Drydene Heat
by running the middle and bottom
of the track, while leader Donny
Schatz relied on the top. Gravel
then went on to finish fourth in the
DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash, con-
tinuing to test the lower groove of
the track.

He was picky with the set up, he
said. The Jason Johnson Racing
team worked on it all night to get
the car right for the Feature.

When the 40-lap event went
green, second-place James Mc-
Fadden, in the Wicked Energy
Gum No. 9 car, blasted by polesit-
ter Shane Stewart for the lead and
clung to the high side of the track.
Running the middle lane behind 

(Continued Next Page)
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Tim Shaffer climbs on his car in victory lane after winning at

Williams Grove Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

him, Gravel went from
fourth-place to second
in the first corner.

Neither could build
run as the caution
came out on the first
lap for a car stopped
in turn two.

When the race
went back green,
Gravel dove under
McFadden in turn one,
but didnʼt have a
strong enough run off
the corner that could
compete with the mo-
mentum McFadden

carried around the high side of the
track.

McFadden began to pull away
running the top, while Gravel
worked the middle of the track. Five
laps later, another caution.

On the restart, Gravel attempted
another dive bomb underneath Mc-
Fadden into turn one.

This time, he was ahead of the
Australian exiting turn two, but Mc-
Fadden, again, had the faster run
off the corner and sprinted back to
the lead.

Behind them, Kyle Larson
lurked. He had already made his
way from sixth to third. The
NASCAR-star, and Series team
owner, poked his nose under
Gravel into turn one, but Gravel got
to the throttle quicker and launched
off the corner.

While McFadden mostly stuck to
the high line, Gravel found his
rhythm through the middle lane.
With 25 laps to go, Gravel placed
his Mesilla Valley Transportation
No. 41 in McFaddenʼs peripheral
view through turns three and four.
McFadden had the stronger run off
the corner and ducked to the bot-
tom of the track in turn one. Gravel
switched his line to the high side
and drove around McFadden for
the lead off turn two.

“I think he never ran the line I
did,” Gravel said. “He ran high and
he kind of ran lower. Sometimes itʼs
better to run second. Kind of had a
line figured out that I ran all night
long. We got the car better to run
it."

Four laps later, Larson made his
way by McFadden for second and
began his quest for back-to-back
Silver Cup victories. Halfway
through the race he began to close
the gap on Gravel. And lap traffic
was in sight.

However, the slower traffic
seemed to only make Gravel faster.
With 11 laps to go he began to ex-
tend the distance between he and

Larson. With three laps to go, he
had a 4.6 second advantage over
the No. 57 car and had lapped
13th-place Ian Madsen.

“I thought I had a shot the first
time we got to little bit heavy traffic,
but once we got to the heavier stuff
he did a really good job getting
through it,” Larson said. “I didnʼt re-
ally feel like I got hung up, he just
got through it really fast. I just
needed a little bit more to be able
to move around and run the lines
he was running.”

The last five laps were tricky,
though. Gravel said the track got
slick and he “was just holding on”
at the end. Larson closed the gap
to about four seconds at the end,
but Gravel held on to claim his sec-
ond Silver Cup win and 44th career
victory.

“Itʼs awesome to win another
one of these,” Gravel said.

With two wins in the last seven
races and a string of 13 top-five fin-
ishes in the last 14 races, Gravel
has slowly been working his way
into the battle for the points lead
with current leader Brad Sweet,
and 10-time Series champion
Donny Schatz. With Sweet finish-
ing fourth and Schatz finishing fifth
at Lernerville, Gravel is now 112
points behind Sweet, and 90 points
behind Schatz. Heʼs gained 48
points on Sweet in the last 11
races.

However, points arenʼt the main
focus at the moment. He wants to
win. With $28,000 on the line this
weekend during the doubleheader
at Williams Grove Speedway and
the $150,000-to-win Knoxville Na-
tionals coming up, there are still
several big races to crave during
the “months of money.”

“Thereʼs more money on the line
the rest of the year, so hopefully we

can keep this rolling and win some
more big races,” Gravel said.

NOS Energy 4-Wide
Challenge Looks for

Fansʼ Best
Four-Wide Call

CONCORD, NC - You hear it
every race day.

“You wanted the best, you got
ʻem four abreast! Often imitated,
NEVER duplicated! The Greatest
Show on Dirt, the World of Outlaws

NOS Energy Drink Sprint Cars!”
World of Outlaws announcer

Johnny Gibsonʼs four-wide call is a
staple of the Series. Think you can
match it? The World of Outlaws is
looking for your best imitation of
Gibsonʼs four-wide call for the NOS
Energy 4-Wide Challenge.

Fans have until Oct. 20 to sub-
mit their best video of imitating Gib-
son for a chance to win a VIP trip
for two to the Nov. 7-8 Can-Am
World Finals in Charlotte, N.C.
Prizes will be awarded to second
and third-place, too.

There are several ways to sub-
mit your video for the NOS Energy
4-Wide Challenge:

• Tweet your video with the
hashtag #NOS4WIDE

• Post your video to Instagram
with the hashtag #NOS4WIDE

• Share your video at
https://www.worldofoutlaws.com/sp
rintcars/NOS4Wide/

• Or share your video via the
NOS Energy 4-Wide tab on our
Facebook page.

The competition is live to resi-
dents in all 50 states who are 18
years old or older. Gibson and the
contest administrator will select the
winner and second and third-place
winners.

For more information for go
to https://www.worldofoutlaws.com/
sprintcars/NOS4Wide/.

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

 NO
S E

ne
rg

y
Dr

ink
 Sp

rin
t C

ar
 Se

rie
s

FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Stars Dirt Racing Se-
ries sponsored by
Max Fab is getting
ready for a busy
month of August as
the series has three
single day events in
August as well as at
the end of the month a
doubleheader on the
Gulf Coast.

The first race will be the return of
the series at the Thunderhill Race-
way Park in Summertown, TN., for
a 40 lap $4,000 King of the Hill,
Dane Dacus of Lakeland, TN., took
the win just about a month ago in
the rain shortened event.

Then on Saturday night August
10th, the 2nd Annual Governors
Cup at the Talladega Short Track in
Eastaboga, AL., takes place with
$10,000 going to the winner of the
60 lap main. 

Michael Page of Douglasville,
GA., won the inaugural race in

2018 and Brandon Overton scored
the win when the series was their
earlier this year.

Then after a week break the se-
ries will do the rain out makeup of
the Michael Head Jr Memorial on
Saturday night August 24th at the
Senoia Raceway in Senoia, GA.,
PAYING $5,454 to win. Michael
Page is the defending race winner
and also took the win in the last
visit by the series.

Then Labor Day weekend the
series will rerun to the Gulf Coast
as it will be back at the Southern
Raceway on Saturday night August
31st & Sunday September 1st for a
40 lap $4,000 to win on Saturday
night and a 50 lap $5,000 to win on
Sunday night.

It will begin the stretch drive to
the end of the season to see who
will become the 2019 Southern All
Star Champion.

For more information concerning
the Southern All Stars contact Lynn
Acklin - General Manager: 256-
924-4546 www.sasdirt.com.
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s Southern All Stars Get

Ready For Busy Month of
August

David Gravel takes the checkered flag to win at Lernerville Speed-

way, his fifth series win of the season. (Paul Arch photo)



FAIRBURY, IL - As
that familiar #32
Rocket Chassis led
the field across the
start/finish line to the
white flag, many peo-
ple standing in the
Fairbury Speedway
grandstands on Satur-
day night thought
Bobby Pierce was fi-
nally going to get his
first Prairie Dirt Classic

victory after so many tries at his
home stateʼs biggest Dirt Late
Model race. But, as has been the
case so many times already this
season with the World of Outlaws
Morton Buildings Late Model Se-
ries, Brandon Sheppard was not
going to be denied.

Pierce had led every lap since
he took the lead from Sheppard in
traffic on lap 26. But after driving
the entire race without power steer-
ing, Pierceʼs arms were giving out
with just four corners to go.

Sheppard got a great run out of
turn two on lap 99, riding the big
cushion that caked the outside wall.
Once he got to the mid-point of the
backstretch, Sheppard knew it was
time for his one last-ditch effort. He
drove his Rocket Chassis house
car deep into turn three with plenty
of speed to get back up the banking
and slid up in front of Pierce.

With little time to react, Pierce
mashed the throttle and leaned
hard on the cushion in an effort to
turn his steering-stiff machine back
down underneath Sheppard to
counter the slide-job. But the
crossover attempt was unsuccess-
ful, and Pierce soon found himself
in the rear-end of Sheppardʼs
Rocket Chassis house car, bounc-
ing off the turn four wall.

“Brandon did everything right,”
Pierce said. “Thatʼs when I had to
make a ʻget up on the wheelʼ move.
But by then, my arms were Jell-O
and I just couldnʼt do it, so I tried to
do it with the gas pedal to get the
car sideways and go down the hill.”

Sheppard drove off of turn four
and across the stripe to an incredi-
ble sea of applause and cheers
from fans, mostly stunned at what
they had just seen.

Sheppard had done the unthink-
able – steal the lead in the final cor-
ners to win his second Prairie Dirt
Classic.

“After that caution with 11 laps to
go, I just kept going harder and

harder each lap,” Sheppard said.
“And then I saw five-to-go and I just
let it all hang out. It all worked out
for us.”

“I figured, nine times out of ten,
the guy would have crossed me
back over and beat me to the line,”
he continued. “Luckily, the track
was slick enough that I was able to
death-slid across it, and we were
able to stay in front of him.”

The restart with 11 laps remain-
ing set 2018 PDC runner-up Mike
Marlar and Sheppard on the rear
bumper of Pierce, applying more
pressure than they ever had on the
leader. But Pierce opened up a gap
that Sheppard was forced to close
in the final circuits in order to have
a shot at the leader. By the white
flag, he had done exactly that,
using a line he found earlier in the
race.

“Bobby was cutting the corner
off getting in, like I was doing earlier
in the race,” Sheppard said. “Then,
I started entering in right against it,
and that was what let me get
enough momentum to get next to
him down the back straightaway.”

Upon Sheppardʼs arrival in Vic-
tory Lane, Pierce walked over to
the Rocket1 celebration before
Sheppard emerged from his car to
shake hands with the team and
Brandonʼs father, Steve. A true dis-
play of sportsmanship between the
two Illinois-natives, despite the
beating-and-banging in the final
laps, goes to show just how much
respect is shared for each otherʼs
driving tactics.

“Yes, I had to lift. But Brandon
threw a perfectly executed slider.
The only thing is, if I had a car that
was working properly, it would have
been one hell of a drag race to the
finish,” Pierce said. 

Overall, another tough break
greeted the “Smooth Operator” with
an unfriendly smile on Saturday
night, considerably impairing his
ability to handle the car around the
quarter-mile of Fairbury. Pierce
said the problem with his power
steering components actually
began after his win in Friday nightʼs
second Showdown qualifier, and
despite tedious efforts by his crew
to repair the system, those issues
remained in the big show.

Pierce said he was able to mus-
cle through for most of the race, but
never expected to lead the field
around for as long as he did.

“On lap zero, I was thinking,

ʻokay, how many laps am I going to
make it before I pull in?ʼ” Pierce
said. “Ever since I pulled out of the
pit area, I didnʼt have, or had very
little, power steering. After we
made about eight laps, I had al-
most none.” 

“At times, I had two hands on top
of the steering wheel just to turn it
back left so I didnʼt hit the wall com-
ing out of the corner,” Pierce
added.

All things considered, a solid
podium finish for the three-time
DIRTcar Summer Nationals Late
Model champion ties his best finish
in the Prairie Dirt Classic, which he
scored in the eventʼs very first year
under World of Outlaws sanction-
ing – 2013. Pierce was under-
standably disappointed with a
third-place, but held his head high
to admire his great achievement
against a record-breaking 72-car
field.

Amidst all of the Sheppard-
Pierce commotion, Mike Marlar
slipped under the radar, and Pierce
in the final corner, to claim the run-
ner-up spot. After battling it out with
Sheppard for over half of the race,
Marlar said he anticipated Shep-
pardʼs slide-job in the final corner
and braced himself to take the ex-
treme bottom lane in an effort to get
by both drivers. He was only able
to swipe away the spot from Pierce,
but was happy with another runner-
up finish in the PDC for the second
year in-a-row on a track surface
that he always enjoys competing
on.

“The whole track was just super
racy,” Marlar said. “We started off in
the middle for a few laps, then it
moved to the bottom and back to
the cushion, then back to the bot-
tom… It was just really racy, as it al-
ways is here. It was awesome, fun
getting to race here.”

#PDC30 Showdowns
at Fairbury Set

Saturday's Field
FAIRBURY, IL - The most presti-

gious Dirt Late Model race in the
great state of Illinois kicked off on
Friday night with a record-setting
number of “The Most Powerful Late
Models on the Planet” in the Fair-
bury Speedway pit area. 72 World
of Outlaws Morton Buildings Late
Models saddled up to compete in
four very entertaining Prairie Dirt
Shootouts that set the first 8 rows
of Saturdayʼs 30th annual Prairie
Dirt Classic presented by Bank of
Pontiac.

QUALIFYING: 2017 Prairie Dirt
Classic winner Brandon Sheppard
kicked things off in Group A Quali-
fying with a lap of 13.112, earning
him his seventh PFC Brakes Fast
Time Award of the season and 26th
of his career. 2018 World of Out-
laws Champion Mike Marlar laid
down a lap of 13.267, good enough
to take the top spot in Group B and
fourth overall.

SHOWDOWN #1: Just a short
time after setting quick time in
Qualifying, besting the other 71
drivers in the Fairbury pit area, New
Berlin, Illinoisʼ own Brandon Shep-
pard once again put Rocket1 Rac-
ingʼs prowess on display for the
thousands of Prairie Dirt Classic
fans watching in the standing-
room-only grandstands and online
at DIRTVision.com. Leading all 25
laps and going virtually unchal-
lenged throughout the entire night,
“The Rocket Shepp” picked up
$2,500 and the third Prairie Dirt
Showdown win of his career. He
has now won a Showdown in each
year since the most recent event
format change that introduced
them in 2017.

(Continued Next Page)
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s Sheppard Slides by Pierce
in Final Corner to Win

#PDC30 at #FALS

Brandon Sheppard passes Bobby Pierce on the last lap to win

#PDC30 at Fairbury Speedway. (Jim DenHamer photo)
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With 15 laps in the
books, it looked as
though it may have
been an all-Outlaw
top-five, with four of
the top five spots oc-
cupied by full-time
World of Outlaws driv-
ers. Sheppard had led
since the drop of the
green with Chase
Junghans and rookie
Cade Dillard following
close behind, Darrell
Lanigan riding back in
fourth and Dennis Erb
Jr. battling it out with

Chris Simpson and Ricky Thornton
Jr. for fifth. Unfortunately for Dillard,
he slowed on the backstretch and
ended up pulling off the track in a
puff of smoke on lap 16.

This opened the door for Boom
Briggs, who seemingly came out of
nowhere on the lap 16 restart.
From his 11th-place starting spot,
Briggs steadily worked his way to
ninth before the yellow came out.
When the field came back to green,
Boom got the jump and went from
ninth to fifth in less than one lap. He
went on to pass two more cars to
claim his starting spot in Saturdayʼs
100-lap finale.

An even better run came in the
same race for the driver out of Car-
pentersville, Illinois, Dennis Erb Jr.
He came from the outside of Boom
Briggs in row 6 and passed five
cars in less than one lap on the
restart to go from seventh to sec-
ond and put himself in Saturdayʼs
redraw.

SHOWDOWN #2: A second
driver from The Land of Lincoln
picked up the win in Showdown #2
- none other than Oakwood, Illinoisʼ
own Bobby Pierce. Riding the big
#FALS cushion on the topside of
the quarter-mile like heʼs done so
many times before, the “Smooth
Operator” led all 25 laps and
scored the first Prairie Dirt Show-
down win of his career.

“It went a lot smoother than
about all of the other times Iʼve
been here for this race,” Pierce said
in Victory Lane.

SHOWDOWN #3: In what was,
no doubt, the most exciting Show-
down finish of the evening, Mt.
Holly, North Carolinaʼs own Chris
Ferguson dug out the victory after
an intense run to the checkereds
with Mike Marlar and Brian Shirley.

Marlar led from the drop of the
green, showing the way in the early
stages ahead of Hudson OʼNeal
and Ferguson. Brian Shirley found
his mojo on the topside and worked

his way into the top three just after
halfway. The big battle for the lead
between Marlar, Ferguson and
Shirley really began to heat up after
a restart with seven laps to go,
when Shirley made a great move
on the top side around Ferguson
for second and dove underneath
Marlar for the lead into turn one
with four laps remaining.

After Shirley completed the
slidejob, Marlar crossed him over
out of turn two as Ferguson dove to
the inside, making it a three-wide
battle for the lead down the back-
stretch and into turn three. Fergu-
son shot out of turn four like a
cannonball and took the lead at the
flag stand by inches, which he held
and expanded through the next two
circuits to pick up his very first ca-
reer victory of any kind at Fairbury.

“Iʼm just so pumped to get a win
here,” Ferguson said. “I can quit
racing, ʻcause I won at Fairbury!”

Fergusonʼs only been to Fair-
bury a handful of times, debuting in
2016. But when “Fergy” pulled his
Sweet-Bloomquist Chassis #22
into Victory Lane on Friday night,
the crowd erupted in a sea of ap-
plause and cheer, louder than any
other heard that night. Heʼs one of
the sportʼs most popular drivers,
and the number of fans he has in a
state hundreds of miles away from
his hometown is a testament to his
appreciation of his supporters at
the track and in the stands.

“If I didnʼt have a home track in
North Carolina, itʼd be here at Fair-
bury, just because the people here
treat me so well,” Ferguson said.

SHOWDOWN #4: 2015 Series
Champion Shane Clanton has
been on a roll as of late, picking up
several top-five and podium fin-
ishes since his move to Skyline
Motorsports last month. He contin-
ued that success on Friday night,
winning his second Showdown
qualifier in three years at Fairbury
over Billy Drake and Ricky Weiss.

First, Clanton had to get by pole-
sitter Ashton Winger. “The Georgia
Bulldog” passed a few cars on the
top side prior to a caution on lap 9
and decided to stick with it on the
restart. This proved to be the deci-
sion that won the race, and heʼll
now get an opportunity to start on
the pole for tomorrowʼs finale in the
redraw.

Owens Gets Win #2 of

the Year at Davenport
DAVENPORT, IA - It takes an in-

credible amount of might and mus-
cle to wheel it around the big
half-mile of Davenport Speedway
for 40 laps. He who tames it must

have the ultimate combination of
driving skill, crew and equipment to
get the job done against the World
of Outlaws Morton Buildings Late
Model Series.

None of those things seemed to
be an issue for Jimmy Owens on
Wednesday night, as “The O-
Show” put on quite a show of his
own, leading all but two laps en
route to his second World of Out-
laws victory of 2019 over Brandon
Sheppard and Cade Dillard.

Put simply, Owens dominated all
night. Kicking things off in Qualify-
ing with a new track record and the
PFC Brakes Fast Time Award,
Owens also grabbed the win in
Drydene Heat one and redrew in-
side row two.

Home-state favorite Brian Birk-
hofer also won his Drydene Heat
race and walked up to the redraw
to a thunderous round of applause
from an abundance of his fans in
the packed grandstands and pulled
out the remaining pole position.

At the drop of the green in the
Morton Buildings Feature, “Birky”
took off like a rocket and immedi-
ately opened up a sizable gap over
Owens and Darrell Lanigan before
a red flag was thrown for a big
wreck in between turns three and
four, involving Chad Simpson and
Brent Larson.

Everyone walked away from the
incident unharmed. Their cars how-
ever, did not, and Birkhofer soon
found himself in the same boat.
The quick-change component in
the rear-end had broken just before
the red was thrown, and Birkhofer
parked it for the night before the
field came back to life under yellow.

This handed the lead over to
Owens, who grabbed the clean air
by the horns on the ensuing restart
and never gave up the lead through
the remaining 38 laps. At one point,
his lead stretched to just under five
whole seconds before hitting
lapped traffic.

Owens was met with two
restarts before the checkered flag
fell, one taking 2018 World of Out-
laws Champion Mike Marlar out of
the race in a big cloud of smoke on
a lap 33 restart. This put a hungry
Sheppard directly behind him, who
has always made the most of those
opportunities.

But Owens and his Ramirez Mo-
torsports ride were just too hooked-
up off of turn four. He took off on
the final restart and left the field in
the dust to collect the 14th World of
Outlaws Feature win of his career.

“We were great, right from the
time we unloaded,” Owens re-
marked. “This is the first time Iʼve
been here, and itʼs a big olʼ race-

track. About halfway down the
straight-away, your motor is just like
ʻgive me a break!ʼ But everything
worked out great for us.”

In each of the three previous
World of Outlaws visits to the Mis-
sissippi Valley Fairgrounds oval, a
local Iowan picked up the victory –
first in 2004 with Birkhofer, again in
2007 with Brian Harris and a third
time last year with Chad Simpson.
Owens broke that trend on
Wednesday night, and has now
won at least two Morton Buildings
Features in each of the last two
seasons.

Sheppard and the Rocket1 Rac-
ing team again continued their
power trip on the circuit, coming in
behind Owens to bag the runner-
up spot and their 20th podium fin-
ish of the season. A terrific display
of passing and line-switching was
seen from the Rocket Chassis
house car in the first quarter of the
race, as Sheppard maneuvered all
the way up to second from his 10th-
place starting spot by lap 10.

His biggest battle of the night
was seen alongside Mike Marlar.
Lap-after-lap, Sheppard chased
the #157 until Marlarʼs engine expi-
ration occurred with only eight laps
remaining. Inheriting second-place
back from the incident, Sheppard
maintained his position behind
Owens to the finish and extended
his points lead over the field.

Much like Owens acknowledged
about himself, Cade Dillard had
also never previously seen the
Davenport facility. But what a great
run he and the rest of his crew were
able to put together on Wednesday
night, as Dillard scored his first
podium finish of the year after bat-
tling in the late stages with former
Series champion Shane Clanton.

“The track was getting a bit
rough up top and I was starting to
bottom-out at the end,” Dillard said.
“I was just trying to hold onto what
we had and finish and not knock
the fence down.”

“Shane ran me clean and left me
plenty of room,” Dillard added. “Itʼs
nice to race with people like that –
someone who respects yours and
their equipment, and I appreciate
that from him.”

This makes back-to-back top-
five finishes for the Robeline,
Louisiana-native, heading into two
big weekends at Fairbury Speed-
way and Cedar Lake Speedway.

“Iʼm tickled to death with a top-
three,” Dillard said.

“With these guys, theyʼre tough,
and itʼs been a hard road so far to
get here. Itʼll be even harder going
forward, but weʼre definitely getting
better.”
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WEST BURLING-
TON, IA - It took Tony
Stewart nearly six
months to earn his
second Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit
of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 vic-
tory of the 2019
season, but the victory
was well worth the

wait, scoring the inaugural Rayce
Rudeen Foundation Race win at 34
Raceway in West Burlington, Iowa,
worth $26,000.

Forced to outrun some of the
best in the business, Smoke took
command of the feature field on lap
11, taking advantage of a mishap
by race leader, as well as pole-sit-
ter, Rico Abreu. The mishap, a mis-
cue on the cushion which forced
Abreu up and over the edge in
turns one and two, allowed Smoke
to close-in on the California-native
and capitalize.

Although Smoke maintained
control for the next 19 circuits, a
hornets nest assembled behind the
Columbus, Indiana-native with
Rico Abreu, Christopher Bell and
Aaron Reutzel all battling for top-
five positions.

After exchanging slide jobs cor-
ner after corner with NASCAR Xfin-
ity star, Christopher Bell, for nearly
five circuits, Rico Abreu settled into
second, followed by Bell, defending
All Star champion, Aaron Reutzel,
and Cory Eliason at the final check-
ers.

The 34 Raceway triumph bumps
Stewartʼs All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions win count to five, his second
of the season and his first since
February in Ocala, Florida. Adding
some extra spark to his five-figure
payday, Smoke accomplished his
feat with MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work cameras rolling - set to re-air
later this year.

“Hats off to Kevin Rudeen and
his staff; Natalie Sather and all of
Speed Media. Kevin came up to
me this winter and had an idea for
an event like this. I was happy to be
a part of it, but I had no idea I would
be in contention to win it. Iʼm truly
honored to win an event that pays
tribute to Rayce Rudeen,” Tony
Stewart said, driver of the Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Rac-
ing/Rush Truck Centers/Toco War-
ranty/Ford Performance/Sage

Fruit/No. 14 sprint car. “I was just
happy to be in the dash. Winning
the dash set us up for all of this.”

Rico Abreu led the first ten cir-
cuits on Sunday night, blasting
away to a near-straightaway lead
by the time the leaders reached
traffic for the first time. Unfortu-
nately, Abreu would only face traffic
for a single circuit, as the St. He-
lena, California-native lost the edge
of the speedway and slid off the
banking which allowed Smoke to
drive by and take command.

“Rico [Abreu] has us all covered,
there is no doubt in my mind,” Tony
Stewart continued. “He had a big
lead and Iʼm not sure we were ever
going to catch him. In fact, when he
slipped up over the edge, I wasnʼt
sure I had enough to catch him be-
fore he got back up on the track.
Luckily for me, I was in a position to
capitalize and it all worked out. This
team works so hard. Sometimes
things donʼt go our way, but tonight
they did. Iʼm pretty sure this is the
biggest payday Iʼve ever won in a
sprint car.”

“When youʼre driving that hard,
youʼre bound to make mistakes,”
Rico Abreu said. “I had really good
cars behind me, so you have no
choice but to race as hard as you
can. I just over drove, really. Thatʼs
why I love sprint car racing so
much. It really brings out your driv-
ing ability.”

The All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons will enjoy a pair of weekends
away from scheduled competition
before returning to action on Friday
and Saturday, August 16 & 17, with
a two-race weekend in Michigan
and Indiana. The Series will visit I-
96 Speedway in Lake Odessa,
Michigan, on Friday, August 16, be-
fore venturing south to Plymouth
Speedway in Plymouth, Indiana, on
Saturday, August 17.

Although the All Stars are off,
technically, many full-timers will be
making the trek to Knoxville Race-
way in Knoxville, Iowa, for the cov-
eted Knoxville Nationals on August
7-10.

Gio Scelzi Dominates
All Star Visit to

Knoxville Raceway
KNOXVILLE, IA - Fresno, Cali-

forniaʼs Gio Scelzi put on a head-
turning performance Saturday night

at the famed Knoxville Raceway in
Knoxville, Iowa, ending his visit not
only as an Ollie's Bargain Outlet All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 main event win-
ner, the first of his career, but also
permanently etching his name in
Knoxville Raceway history books
as the youngest 410c.i. sprint car
winner in the trackʼs 118-year his-
tory; Gio Scelzi is 17-years-old.

Scelzi, who started second on
the feature grid as the result of his
respective dash victory, did not
take command for the first time until
lap 10, utilizing a slider through
turns one and two to work under-
neath the ʻMadmanʼ Kerry Madsen.
Despite periods of intense traffic
during the later stages of the main
event, all potential roadblocks
proved to be no match against
Scelziʼs abilities, actually increas-
ing his command to well over four
seconds by halfway, eventually
capping the 25-lap program by a
margin of victory nearing eight sec-
onds.

Kerry Madsen chased Scelzi to
the final checkers, followed by
Brian Brown, Cory Eliason, and
Aaron Reutzel.

“I couldn't pick a better time to
do this than right before the
Knoxville Nationals,” Gio Scelzi
said in Knoxville Raceway victory
lane, driver of the Indy Race
Parts/No. 71. “This is a dream
come true to win here during an All
Star race, and we put it to some
damn good guys. I owe it all to this
team. They work so hard and I
wouldnʼt be able to do it without
them.”

A pair of cautions before the field
could register a lap were the only
disturbances during Saturdayʼs fea-
ture program.

Although Scelzi started from the
outside-pole position, it was actu-
ally Kerry Madsen who earned the
initial jump, leading Scelzi and
Brian Brown by the flagstand for
the first time with Terry McCarl and
Cory Eliason also in tow.
Brown made a move on lap two to
take the second position away from
Gio Scelzi, next setting aim on the
top spot occupied by Kerry Mad-
sen.

Unfortunately for Brown, the
five-time Knoxville Raceway winner
in 2019 would never get the oppor-
tunity to challenge Madsen for the
top spot, as Scelzi beat him to the
punch by taking over the second
position on lap nine, next stealing
the top spot from Madsen the fol-
lowing circuit.

From that point forward, it was
no contest for Gio Scelzi, extending
his advantage lap by lap until

crossing under the final checkers
with a lead pushing eight seconds.

“I think weʼve been getting bet-
ter and better every time weʼve
been here,” Gio Scelzi continued,
whose performance will air on
MAVTV Motorsports Network later
this fall. “Tonight was a good night.
Lapped traffic certainly went my
way and I was able to push, push,
push. I looked up at the scoreboard
and saw that ʻ21ʼ up there and it
made me think a slider was com-
ing. This is all just unbelievable.”

McFadden Goes
Back-to-Back to Score

$10,000 at Jackson
Motorplex

JACKSON, MN - For the second
time in as many days, and for the
fourth time in his career, Brisbane,
Australiaʼs James McFadden is an
Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 main event winner, this
time using a late-race surge to
power under race leader, Josh
Baughman, during the closing laps
of Fridayʼs visit to Jackson Motor-
plex in Jackson, Minnesota.

Starting fourth on the feature
grid, McFaddenʼs drive to the front
was not only impressive, but also
valuable, scoring $10,000 for his
feature triumph in southern Min-
nesota, bumping his two-day total
with Tony Stewartʼs All Stars to
$15,000. Adding some extra hype
to his Friday night feat, MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network, the official tele-
vision home of the All Star Circuit of
Champions in 2019, was on hand
to capture all of the action, set to
re-air later this fall via tape-delay
broadcast.

“This feels great. The car has
been working really well,” James
McFadden expressed, driver of the
Kasey Kahne Racing with Mike
Curb/Curb Records/Team
ASE/Wicked Energy Gum/Wicked
Cushion/No. 9 sprint car. “I was ac-
tually starting to get frustrated a lit-
tle bit. I felt like I was really good in
traffic. The cautions kinda screwed
up any chance we had to make up
some ground in traffic."

Although McFadden was the
star of the show during the final five
circuits, it was Grain Valley, Mis-
souriʼs Brian Brown who earned the
initial jump, utilizing the pole posi-
tion to scoot away to a comfortable
lead during the first 12 circuits.
Visalia, Californiaʼs Cory Eliason
chased Brown from the runner-up
spot, followed by Josh Baughman,
James McFadden, and Aaron
Reutzel.

(Contined Next Page)
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Continued…

Near-flawless at
the front of the field,
and only tripped up by
slower traffic on one
occasion, Brian Brown
was seemingly in
complete control, that
until caution flags
waved for a slowing
Aaron Reutzel with 12
laps recorded.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
while slowing for the
caution, Brown
bumped the inside
berm causing the
multi-time Knoxville

Raceway feature winner to lose the
handle of his familiar no. 21 and
spin to the stop. That mishap ulti-
mately forced Brown to surrender
the top spot to Josh Baughman;
Aaron Reutzelʼs car owner and
teammate who had already slipped
into second by lap six.

When green flag action re-
turned, it was Baughman who was
now the man in charge, now fol-
lowed by James McFadden, Cory
Eliason, Justin Henderson, and
Brock Zearfoss. Baughman re-
mained in control for 13 circuits,
working as hard as he could to
keep McFadden and Eliason off of
his shoulders.

By lap 25, McFadden was all
over Baughman for the lead,
knocking down the advantage to
less than a car length by the time

the frontrunners received the five-
to-go signal from the flagstand.

Although McFaddenʼs first bid
for the top spot did not succeed in
turns one and two, his efforts in the
next two corners prevailed, jam-
ming the Kasey Kahne Racing
entry between Baughman and the
inside berm as the pair raced into
turn three on lap 26. The move
sealed the deal, allowing McFad-
den to drive on to score the
$10,000 payday. Eliason powered
ahead to finish second, followed by
Josh Baughman, a hard-charging
Kerry Madsen from 18th, and
Justin Henderson.

"I'm proud of this team," McFad-
den added. "It has been a great few
days."

James McFadden
Opens Four-Day All

Star Trek with Victory
at Plymouth Dirt Track

PLYMOUTH, WI - Snapping an
All Star winless streak that dates
back to May of 2015, Brisbane,
Australiaʼs James McFadden
helped the Ollieʼs Bargain Outlet All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1, as well as the
Bumper-to-Bumper IRA Outlaw
Sprint Series, kick off their four-day
trip through the Midwest by finding
victory lane, doing so at the always-
exciting Plymouth Dirt Track in Ply-
mouth, Wisconsin, on Thursday
night, July 25.

Although in charge for the ma-

jority of the 30-lap program, the first
11 circuits were certainly a chal-
lenge for the now three-time All
Star Circuit of Champions feature
winner, ultimately powering his way
forward from the outside of row
two, all while waging war with Mon-
rovia, Illinoisʼ Justin Peck, who led
from the drop of the green flag until
McFadden took control on lap 12.

“Oh man, this feels good. Weʼve
been close on so many occasions,
so it just feels great to get it done
here tonight,” James McFadden
expressed, driver of the No. 9 sprint
car. “I canʼt thank Kasey Kahne and
this entire team enough for this op-
portunity. The track really played
into our favor tonight. Hopefully we
can do it again this weekend.”

Although forced to start fourth on
the grid due to his All Star Circuit of
Champions dash result, it only took
one circuit for McFadden to find
himself within striking distance, ac-
tually bumping ahead two spots
into second by the completion of
lap one, quickly setting aim on
Justin Peck, who led the first lap
from the pole position.

By lap six, lapped traffic was al-
ready a factor, ultimately giving Mc-
Fadden an opportunity to pounce
as Peck tried to work around
slower traffic. Despite Peckʼs abil-
ity to get through the slower cars,
McFadden stayed in view, actually
pressuring Peck in the form of side-
by-side racing on multiple occa-
sions during laps nine through 11 

By lap 12, McFadden was in po-

sition to challenge for the lead,
eventually using a hard drive into
turns one and two to pull even with
Peck down the backstretch, soon
followed by a slider into turns three
and four.

For McFadden, the bid for the
top spot worked, securing the lead
by the exit of turn four. Unfortu-
nately, the lap was eventually
negated, as Peck, who drove just
as hard into turn three with the in-
tention to get back around McFad-
den, stumbled on the cushion,
caught the lip and flipped. Peck
would walk away unharmed, but
the incident would allow McFadden
to inherit the top spot, anyhow.

Although forced to deal with two
more cautions, one of which for an-
other red flag incident on lap 15,
McFadden remained in control at
the front of the field, only pressured
slightly on laps 19 through 23, as a
pair of former All Star champions,
Greg Wilson and Dale Blaney,
edged their noses into a fight for
the lead. Traffic did pop back into
the picture on lap 17 creating a
slight hiccup for the former World
Series of Sprintcars champion, but
it proved to be no match for Mc-
Fadden, continuing to utilize the
bottom groove around Plymouth
Dirt Track to remain the man on
top.

Greg Wilson would chase Mc-
Fadden to the final checkers, fol-
lowed by Dale Blaney, a
hard-charging Aaron Reutzel from
14th, and Paul McMahan.
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WELCOME, NC -
Richard Petty Motor-
sports (RPM), in col-
laboration with Victory
Junction, a camp com-
mitted to enriching the
lives of children with

chronic medical conditions and se-
rious illnesses, today announced a
special collaboration for a full-body
mosaic paint scheme for the No. 43
Victory Junction Chevrolet Camaro
ZL1 driven by Darrell "Bubba" Wal-
lace Jr.

Since opening in 2004, Victory
Junction has delivered over 50,000
camp experiences to children and
their families, and in celebration of
their 15th anniversary, will look to
celebrate their on-going awareness

and fundraising campaign "Feel
Your Heart Race" with Richard
Petty Motorsports. As part of the
15th anniversary celebration, Wal-
lace will carry a distinctive mosaic
paint scheme on the No. 43 Victory
Junction Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 at
the Talladega (Al.) Superspeedway
for the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series (MENCS)
1000Bulbs.com 500 on October 13.

"This is a milestone year for us
as we celebrate 15 years of serv-
ing children at Victory Junction, and
we're excited to have the opportu-
nity to showcase our campers' art-
work alongside the names of
donors who help make our work
possible," Chad Coltrane, Victory
Junction president and chief exec-

utive officer, said.
The mosaic paint scheme will

feature artwork from Victory Junc-
tion campers participating in family
weekends, summer camp, and
REACH, Victory Junction's re-
spected pediatric outreach pro-
gram that brings camp to children
and their families in hospitals and
Ronald McDonald Houses through-
out North Carolina and South Car-
olina. Campers have been given
the opportunity to showcase and
design their own colorful paint
scheme. Approximately 500 ren-
derings will be collected to create
the mosaic. In addition to the
camper artwork, Victory Junction
also wants to recognize the gen-
erosity of their donors. Due to the
kindness of donors, families never
pay for their children to attend the
camp.

Richard Petty Mo-
torsports is teaming-
up with Victory
Junction to offer a
unique opportunity to
support the camp's
mission and be fea-

tured on the No. 43 Victory Junc-
tion Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 mosaic
paint scheme. Beginning today,
Thursday, July 25, through Sep-
tember 23, fans will have the op-
portunity to be included with the
campers' artwork. For a gift of
$43.00 or more, donors can have
their name, or the name of some-
one they wish to honor, featured on
the car in recognition of their spe-
cial place in the Victory Junction
family.

The 1000Bulbs.com 500 will be
broadcast live on NBC on Sunday,
October 13 at 2:00 p.m. (ET). It will
also broadcast live at 1:00 p.m.
(ET) on the Motor Racing Network
(MRN). 

For additional information about
the entry process and Victory Junc-
tion, please visit VictoryJunc-
tion.org/donate-now.
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LITTLE ROCK,
AR - Making quick
moves in traffic for his
third Stealth Recover
ASCS Mid-South Re-
gional victory of the
season, Derek Hagar
was the cream of the
crop Saturday night at
I-30 Speedway for his
seventh career win
with the Arkansas
based tour.

Taking off from the right of the
front row on Saturday night, Derek
Hagar slipped to third on the start
as Brandon Hanks moved from
fourth to the lead into the first two
turns. Battling with Tim Crawley for
the runner-up spot, Hagar built his
run for second following a Lap 3
caution but could not hold off the
No. 1x of Crawley as the pair
traded the spot over the next sev-
eral laps while Hanks led the way
into traffic.

Able to finally secure second,
the chase into traffic put the top
three nose to tail with slower cars
being set up as roadblocks. Sliding
for the lead on Lap 12, through the
first and second turn with Hanks
charging after him in turns three
and four, Hagar was able to keep
the No. 84 at bay as Hanks was left
to battle with Tim Crawley just be-
fore the caution flew on Lap 13.

Gapping the field on the restart,
Hagar went unchallenged to the
checkered flag. Running down the
No. 9jr in traffic through the closing
laps, Tim Crawley ran out of time to
mount a challenge and would settle
for second. Brandon Hanks ended
up third with Howard Moore coming
from eighth to fourth. Zach Pringle
followed from ninth to complete the
top five.

Jeremy Middleton was sixth with
Terry Gray coming from 16th to
seventh. Brad Bowden crossed
eighth, followed by Kevin Hinkle
and Marshall Skinner, who re-
bounded after brining out the early
caution.

The Stealth Recovery ASCS
Mid-South Region rolls to green
again with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network on
August 24 at Riverside Interna-
tional Speedway in West Memphis,
Ark.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour

to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2019,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Crawley Makes Late
Move For ASCS
Mid-South Win

POPLAR BLUFF, MO - Leading
the final two laps of the A-Feature
on Friday night, Tim Crawley
picked up his third Stealth Recov-
ery ASCS Mid-South Regional vic-
tory since the series returned in
2017.

Four wins overall with the re-
gional tour, Crawley worked past
Morgan Turpen for the victory at
Poplar Bluff Speedway. Turpen set-
tled for second with Brad Bowden
taking the final podium step. Ernie
Ainsworth and Joseph Miller com-
pleted the top five.

Miller Unstoppable
With ASCS Frontier at

Gillette Speedway
GILLETTE, WY - Making it back

to back wins on the weekend,
Canada's Kelly Miller led start to
finish with the Brodix ASCS Fron-
tier Region at Gillette Thunder
Speedway for his 10th overall win
with the series.

Joining Joe Ramaker as the
second driver to accrue double-
digit wins with the Brodix ASCS
Frontier Region, Miller kept pace
on the start ahead of Jeremy Mc-
Cune. Putting most of the field a lap
behind, the No. 2jr was followed to
the finish by Ned Powers and Je-
remy McCune. Damon McCune
and Mindy McCune completed the
top five.

Robert DeHaan was sixth with
Bryan Gossel, Shad Petersen,
Zach Merritt, and Austyn Gossel
made up the top ten.

Miller Wins With
Brodix ASCS Frontier
Region at Black Hills
RAPID CITY, SD - For the ninth

time in his career, Canada's Kelly
Miller topped the Brodix ASCS
Frontier Region, adding his second
triumph of the 2019 season at
Black Hills Speedway on Friday
night.

Coming through the field from
seventh, Miller crossed ahead of

South Dakota's Ned Powers with
Montana's Jeremy McCune ad-
vancing six positions to complete
the night's podium and pad his ad-
vantage in the regional point stand-
ings over Damon McCune, who
made up 11 positions to fourth in
the No. 77. Slipping back from the
right of the front row, Jess Beckett
completed the top five.

Shad Petersen crossed sixth
with Trevor Plambeck in seventh.
Taking the green from the pole,
Adam Speckman faded to eighth
with Robert DeHaan taking ninth.
Ben Holberg was tenth.

Wyatt Burks Pockets
$5,000 In G.W. Elkins
Memorial With ASCS

Elite Non-Wing
AMARILLO, TX - Getting his

second career victory with the
ASCS Elite Non-Wing Series pre-
sented by Abilene Powder Coating,
Wyatt Burks landed in Victory Lane
at Route 66 Motor Speedway.

An impressive run for Burks,
who has a combined six victories to
his name in 2019, the Kansas ace
had to best an impressive field of
41 drivers, which began promptly
with an eighth to first run in the
night's opening heat race.

Rolling to the A-Feature sixth,
Burks chased as the field worked
into traffic. Choosing to roll the No.
11w around the bottom following a
late-race caution was the correct
choice as Burks was able to ma-
neuver to the point and land the
night's $5,000 payday in the G.W.
Elkins Memorial. Colt Treharn was
second with Justin Zimmerman
picking up two spots to finish third.
Zach Gossett had earned the pole
but faded to finish fourth with Jason
Howell making a run from 10th to
finish fifth.

Following in Howell's tire tracks
from 11th, Chad Koch crossed sixth
with Jarrod Jennings doing much of

the same from 13th. Justin Melton
from 15th grabbed eighth. The
night's Hard Charger after gridding
the field 17th was Mason Smith
who finished ninth with  Joe Wood,
Jr. completing the top ten.

Kyle Jones Smooth In
Traffic For ASCS Elite

Non-Wing Score at
West Texas Raceway
LUBBOCK, TX - Proving that

sometimes running second in traffic
is the advantage, Kyle Jones
topped a stacked field of 35 com-
petitors at West Texas Raceway on
Friday night for his second career
victory with the ASCS Elite Non-
Wing Series presented by Abilene
Powder Coating.

Taking off from the second row,
Jones rode in the show position for
much of the early stages of the fea-
ture event as Paul White led early
with Michael Fanelli in pursuit.
Moving his line around the West
Texas Raceway, Jones closed on
the runner-up spot, with several at-
tempts thwarted before finally se-
curing the spot as the leaders
approached traffic at the race's
mid-point.

With just over a half straight-
away to makeup, White was in
heavy traffic as Jones closed in;
eventually taking the top spot with a
run to the cushion. With traffic thin-
ning in the closing laps, Jones was
unchallenged to the checkered
flag.

Making a huge run through the
field, Justin Zimmerman was the
night's Hard Charger having gained
12 positions for the runner-up spot.
Paul White ended up third with
Michael Fanelli and Gary Floyd
completing the top five.

Colt Treharn was sixth with
Craig Oaks seventh. Weston
Gorham, from 15th, came up to fin-
ish eighth with Wyatt Burks ninth
and Zach Gossett tenth.
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ASCS Mid-South Win at
I-30 Speedway

Derek Hagar celebrates his ASCS Mid-South win in victory lane at

I-30 Speedway. (Jimmy Jones photo)



Talladega
Superspeedway

BIRMINGHAM, AL
- It was a painting
frenzy on Friday at
Children's Hospital of
Alabama in Birming-
ham as Talladega Su-
perspeedway brought
some racetrack flair to
the Magic City.

More than 15 kids
grabbed their super-
hero-themed sponges
and paintbrushes and
made their mark on
the trackʼs Kids VIP
Experience presented
by Childrenʼs of Ala-

bama stock car. The car, originally
a white canvas when it arrived at
the medical facility, was decked out
by the time all was said and done
with all sorts of colorful artwork
ranging from free-handed artwork
and signatures to hearts, stars and
tread marks to complete the mas-
terpiece.

“This is just such a fun Friday for
the kids and an unexpected activity
that they got to do,” said Caroline
Wilson, Community Development
Coordinator at Childrenʼs of Ala-
bama, a proud partner of the Kids
VIP program at Talladega since
2018. “To know that during their
stay in the hospital they got to be a
part of something that is going to
get to go out into the community,
just brightens their day a little bit
while they are here.”

The decorated race car will be
showcased for all to see at the
2.66-mile venue in the brand-new
Talladega Garage Experience for
the Kids VIP Experience presented
by Childrenʼs of Alabama on Sun-
day morning prior to the
1000Bulbs.com 500 (Oct. 13) for
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series – part of the trackʼs 50th An-
niversary celebration.

Talladegaʼs Kids VIP Experience
presented by Childrenʼs of Ala-
bama offers kids 12 and younger
the chance to choose one of six fun
pre-race activities, including a pit
box tour with a premier series race
team crew, an opportunity to fist
bump their favorite driving hero at
Driver Introductions, a guided tour
of NASCARʼs garage and much
more.

Families that purchase a Tal-
ladega Garage Experience admis-
sion for Sunday are eligible to
participate in the Kids VIP Experi-
ence presented by Childrenʼs of Al-
abama. Admission to the Talladega
Garage Experience on Sunday for
children 12 and under is just $39,
while adults are $89-$95 (must be

accompanied by a Sunday grand-
stand ticket or infield admission).
All activities are available on a first-
come, first-served basis (2 kids per
1 adult limit).

Kids 12 and under are admitted
FREE to Fridayʼs on-track practice
activities as well as on Saturday for
the running of the Sugarlands
Shine 250 NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series event and
Foodland/Food Giant Qualifying for
Sundayʼs 1000Bulbs.com 500 that
afternoon. For Sunday, the young-
sters receive $50 off regular price
grandstand and tower seats, start-
ing as low as $15 (2-day packages
as low as $10).

For more information on the Kids
VIP Experience presented by Chil-
drenʼs of Alabama and the Tal-
ladega Garage Experience, visit
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/kids or call 855-518-RACE (7223).

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - NASCAR

racing and party seem to go hand
in hand, so it seems only fitting that
an artist, Casey Donahew, with an
album aptly titled “All Night Party,”
would kick off Hollywood Casino
400 race day with a pre-race con-
cert. 

Donahew, who is a native of
Texas, will release a new album,
“One Light Town,” on July 26, 2019,
and his current single “Letʼs Make
a Love Song” is currently on coun-
try radio. The album features 15
new songs that were written by
Donahew and include Nashville
writers Tim Nichols, David Lee Mur-
phy, Jeff Hyde, Jon Randall, Rod-
ney Clawson and Wynn Varble,
along with Brad Tursi, Matt Ramsey
and Trevor Rosen from the band
Old Dominion. 

His album “Standoff” quickly
topped the iTunes Country Chart in
2013, and his 2016 follow-up
album “All Night Party,” hit #3 on
the Billboard Top Country Albums
Chart and #13 on the Top Album
Sales Chart and Top Current Album
Sales Charts. 

With eight independently re-
leased albums under his belt, Don-
ahew has carved out an impressive
career over 17 years and attracted
a solid fan base that flocks to his
legendary live shows. During his
impressive career, Donahew has
racked up 18 #1 singles. He has
over 120 million on-demand digital
music streams and over 330 million
streams on Pandora. 

Kansas Speedway, a premier
motorsports facility in the Midwest,
hosts two NASCAR race weekends
a year, in addition to hosting ap-
proximately 200 other events
throughout the year. Kansas
Speedwayʼs first race weekend of
the season is in May with the
NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck
Series and Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series under the
lights. In the fall, the NASCAR play-
offs return in with the NASCAR
XFINITY Series and Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series. To pur-
chase season or single day tickets,
call 866.460.RACE (7223) or log
onto www.kansaspeedway.com.  

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book .com/kansasspeedway,
Twitter (@kansasspeedway), Insta-
gram (kansasspeedway) and
Snapchat (kansasspeedway).

Bristol Dragway
ALABAMA has informed the

Thunder Valley Amphitheatre at
Bristol Dragway that they will be
unable to perform Saturdayʼs con-
cert due to ongoing health issues
for lead singer Randy Owen.

“Unfortunately, the group ALA-
BAMA has to announce the post-
ponement of this weekendʼs
concerts in Columbus, Georgia and
Bristol, Tennessee,” said Tony Con-
way, Conway Entertainment
Group. “Randy Owen has been ad-
vised by doctors that he cannot
perform this weekend as he contin-
ues treatment for vertigo and mi-
graines. We apologize for any
inconvenience for those that have
tickets to these shows, but wish to
reassure fans that ALABAMA is try-
ing to reschedule these shows as
soon as possible.”

All tickets purchased through the
Thunder Valley Amphitheatre and
Ticketmaster will be honored on the
rescheduled date. If the tick-
etholder is unable to attend on the
rescheduled night, they may con-
tact their point of purchase for a re-
fund.

“We were anticipating an incred-
ible night of music under the lights,
but we canʼt argue with doctorʼs or-
ders, so we wish Randy Owen a
speedy recovery,” said Jerry Cald-
well, executive vice president and
general manager of the Thunder
Valley Amphitheatre. “Thank you to
all of those who made the Thunder
Valley Amphitheatreʼs inaugural
concert a sellout. While this is dis-
appointing, we remain committed
to bringing great entertainment to
this region.”

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Grand Funk Rail-

road, the top-selling American rock
group of the 1970s, will perform a
free concert on the Xfinity Stage at
Victory Plaza on Sunday, Oct. 6,
before the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series playoff race
at Dover International Speedway,
part of the Monster Mileʼs 50th An-
niversary celebration.

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series playoff race on Sunday,
Oct. 6 will be the 100th NASCAR
Cup Series race held at the Mon-
ster Mile. Dover International
Speedway will be the 10th track in
the nation to host 100 or more
NASCAR Cup Series events.

Known as “The American Band,”
Grand Funk Railroad, also cele-
brating its 50th anniversary, fea-
tures founding members Don
Brewer and Mel Schacher, joined
by veterans Max Carl (38 Special), 

(Continued Next Page)
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With the help of some of the Talladega Superspeedway staff and

Batman, these kids from Childrenʼs of Alabama in Birmingham en-

joyed painting the trackʼs Kids VIP Experience presented by Chil-

drenʼs of Alabama stock car on Friday morning. (TSS photo)
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Bruce Kulick (KISS)
and Tim Cashion (Bob
Seger).

With 13 gold and
10 platinum albums,
and sales topping 25
million worldwide,
Grand Funk Railroad
has sold out venues in
the United States,
Canada, Europe,
Japan and South
America. Two of
Grand Funk Railroadʼs
19 charted singles
reached No. 1, includ-
ing “Weʼre An Ameri-

can Band,” and “The Loco-Motion,”
both of which sold more than 1 mil-
lion copies each.

Other Grand Funk Railroad hits
include “Some Kind of Wonderful,”
“Bad Time,” and “Closer to Home.”
The bandʼs 2019 tour includes 40
shows across the country, including
the free performance at Dover. 

The Xfinity Stage at Victory
Plaza, the entertainment center-
piece of Doverʼs NASCAR triple-
header weekends, is located in the
grass area near the Monster Mon-
ument. It is the home for the trackʼs
free pre-race concerts and
NASCAR driver and personality
Q&As throughout the Monster
Mileʼs NASCAR events.

The Oct. 4-6 NASCAR triple-
header weekend at Dover Interna-
tional Speedway also includes the
NASCAR Xfinity Series playoff race
on Saturday, Oct. 5 and the “Gen-
eral Tire 125” K&N Pro Series East
season finale on Friday, Oct. 4.

The free Grand Funk Railroad
concert is part of Doverʼs planned
events and celebrations during the
Oct. 4-6 NASCAR tripleheader
weekend. In addition to the special
gold Monster trophies given to the
race winners, fans can also enjoy
free Harlem Globetrotters perform-
ances (Sunday), Micro Wrestling
Federation matches (Saturday and
Sunday), a Winston Cup Mobile
Museum display (all weekend) and
much more in our FanZone. Addi-
tional events will be announced as
race weekend approaches.

For tickets or more information
on Monster Mile events and 50th
Anniversary activities, call (800)
441-RACE or visit DoverSpeed-
way.com.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway, in cooperation with
NASCAR, has announced a pre-
liminary and tentative schedule for
the 2020 NASCAR doubleheader

race weekend, June 25-28, 2020. 
The 2020 Pocono Raceway

NASCAR Doubleheader event
weekend will feature five races in
four days. It will include two
NASCAR Cup Series events on
back-to-back days, the first time
this has occurred in NASCAR his-
tory.

NASCAR Cup Series Qualifying
is scheduled for Friday, June 26
and will consist of single-car, im-
pound qualify. This qualifying ses-
sion will set the field for the Race
No. 1 on Saturday. The field for
Race No. 2 on Sunday will be set
by inverting the lead-lap finishers
from Race No. 1. 

Pocono Raceway account hold-
ers, who purchased tickets to either
NASCAR event weekend in 2019,
will have the very first opportunity
to purchase 2020 event weekend
tickets through the annual renewal
program. Kids, ages 12 and under,
will be free to all events at Pocono
next summer, including Saturday
and Sunday event days. Prices for
tickets will not increase and the
Worry-Free Weather Guarantee
Presented by AccuWeather will re-
main in place next summer. 

Below is a tentative schedule. All
times and events listed are subject
to change. 

Thursday, June 25
• Camping Will Begin at 12 Noon

ET for race fans. 
• AMS Practice & Qualifying
• General Tire #AnywhereIsPos-

sible 200 AMS Race (80 Laps/ 200
Miles) 

Friday, June 26
• NASCAR Cup Series Practice 
• NGOTS Practice & Qualifying
• NASCAR Cup Series Qualify-

ing – Single Car, Impound & Field
Invert For Second Race

Saturday, June 27
• NXS Practice
• NGOTS Race (80 Laps/200

Miles)
• NASCAR Cup Series Race No.

1 (TBD Laps/TBD Miles)
Sunday, June 28
• NXS Qualifying
• NXS Race (90 Laps / 225

Miles)
• NASCAR Cup Series Race No.

2 (140 Laps/350 Miles)

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - In what should

be an exciting prelude to next
yearʼs NASCAR Playoff triple-
header coming to Bristol Motor
Speedway September 17-19, 2020
– which will showcase significant
playoff races for all three of
NASCARʼs top three series culmi-
nating with the first cut-off race for
the Monster Energy Cup Series in

a crazy Saturday night of action –
the Gander Outdoors Truck Series
will kick-off its 2019 Playoffs at The
Last Great Colosseum on Thurs-
day night, August 15.

For fans of the historic half-mile
high-banked bullring in Northeast
Tennessee, they know that they
can count on the UNOH 200 pre-
sented by Ohio Logistics to be a
thrilling, edge-of-their-seat experi-
ence.

Sparks will fly, tempers will flare
and Bristol-style short track beating
and banging on the track will
ensue. And the lucky winner who
survives the chaos of the historic
first NASCAR Playoff race to be
showcased at BMS will be guaran-
teed to advance to the next round
of the playoffs, The Round of 6,
which starts at Talladega in Octo-
ber.

Truck Series points leader Grant
Enfinger, who has raced to 10 top-
10s in the seasonʼs first 13 races,
said he expects an even wilder
night to unfold than what a typical
Bristol race offers.

“As far as this being Round One
of the playoffs, obviously, every-
body thatʼs in, theyʼve got to have
everything on kill and have got to
have a good run," Enfinger said.
"Bristol is one of those places that
itʼs incredibly fun to drive, because
itʼs so fast, so high-banked. It will
take your breath the first few laps
around here. But, man, stuff hap-
pens in a hurry here, too.”

Reigning Truck Series champ
Brett Moffitt, currently third in points
with two wins and seven top-five
finishes, in his No. 24 GMS Racing
entry, says drivers will need to
focus on staying out of trouble, but
will still need to be aggressive. He
says Bristol in the NASCAR Play-
offs will throw a curveball at teams
because of how quickly things can
escalate there if a driver gets out of
position.

"Thereʼs always a lot of hype
around Bristol because itʼs such an
exciting place and the fans love it,"
said reigning Truck Series champ
Brett Moffitt. "We try to put on the
best show we can for them. As a
driver, itʼs not one that you circle
and say, ʻI know I can have a good
run here.ʼ Bristol kind of puts every-
one on edge, just with there being
so many unknowns at this race-
track.”

Thorsport Racing's Ben Rhodes
who has a Bristol best finish of fifth
back in 2017 and has generally run
well on the all-concrete oval in the
past is looking forward to the chal-
lenge.

“I canʼt think of a more perfect
place to start the playoffs,” Rhodes

said.
One thing is certain, night racing

under bright lights, plus the ultra-
competitive drivers in the Truck Se-
ries, plus the NASCAR Playoffs on
the line will definitely equal an ex-
plosive combination.

"Everybodyʼs being pretty ag-
gressive this year in trying to score
stage points and wins," said Cana-
dian driver Stewart Friesen, who is
second in the points order. "Iʼm
sure with Bristol now being the first
race of the playoffs, everybody will
be even more hungry.”

In three weeks, NASCAR fans
will once again be able to cheer on
all of their favorite drivers and
watch some amazing finishes as
the weekend will feature final regu-
lar season races for both the Xfinity
Series and the Monster Energy
Cup Series.

Bristol dominator Kyle Busch,
his brother and defending Night
Race winner Kurt Busch, Martin
Truex Jr., Kevin Harvick, defending
series champion Joey Logano,
Brad Keselowski, Chase Elliott,
Jimmie Johnson and Ryan Blaney
will all be looking to take home the
Gladiator sword from The Last
Great Colosseum during Saturday
nightʼs main event, the Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race.

In the Friday nightʼs Food City
300, Xfinity Series stars Christo-
pher Bell, Justin Allgaier, Cole
Custer and defending champ Tyler
Reddick will be leading the charge
to victory.

During the Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race weekend youʼll defi-
nitely want to take advantage of so
many activities to make a complete
weekend of family fun, including
great video entertainment provided
by Colossus TV, the worldʼs largest
center-hung video screen, pre-
mium VIP experiences like the
Chairmanʼs Experience, tailgating,
a visit to the Kids Zone, on-site
camping, concerts, great food and
beverages in the concession
stands throughout the property,
and so much more. 

If you want to bring the entire
clan out to experience the amazing
fun that is Americaʼs Night Race,
Bristol Motor Speedway officials
are making it easier than ever for
families to enjoy the weekend.
Kidsʼ tickets (12 and under) are free
and adult tickets are $30 for Thurs-
dayʼs (Aug. 15) UNOH 200 and
Bushʼs Beans 150 doubleheader.
On Friday (Aug. 16), kidsʼ tickets
are free and adult tickets start at
$30 for the Food City 300 NASCAR
Xfinity Series race and Pintyʼs
Qualifying for the Bass Pro Shops 

(Continued Next Page)
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NRA Night Race. On
Saturday night (Au-
gust 17) adult tickets
start at $65 for the
Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race and kidsʼ
tickets are $10. For all
races, each child must
have a physical ticket
in hand to enter the
gates. The Bristol
Motor Speedway
ticket office is the only
authorized location
that can produce the
free kidsʼ tickets.

To purchase tick-
ets to the Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race, please call 423-BRIS-
TOL or buy them online at
www.BRISTOLTIX.com. For a lim-
ited time, tickets can also be pur-
chased directly from any
neighborhood Food City store.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - Rajah Caruth

grew up with a passion for
NASCAR: studying races, dissect-
ing driver profiles and playing rac-
ing video games. So how did the
17-year-old driver from Washing-
ton, D.C. make it to the Charlotte
Motor Speedway frontstretch quar-
ter-mile to race Legend Cars in the
Bojanglesʼ Summer Shootout? It
started with a crowd-funding cam-
paign and, like current NASCAR
star and Shootout alumnus William
Byron, some impressive drives on
the iRacing simulator.

Caruthʼs road to Americaʼs
Home for Racing started in an elec-
tric go-kart at Autobahn Indoor
Speedway. Last year, Caruth
began an Indiegogo campaign
where he raised more than $2,000
to buy into his own iRacing mem-
bership, driving wheel, and basic
computer. It was Caruthʼs success-
ful iRacing career in various vehi-
cles and divisions that propelled
him into a budding NASCAR career
as a development driver for Rev
Racing.

Coming from the simulator to a
physical car means adjusting to de-
mands that come with competing
on a race track. The challenge is
immense – but itʼs one that Caruth
is more than up to conquer.

“You have to be able to take it, in
terms of beating and banging,”
Caruth said. “Out here itʼs the best
of the best, and you have to be on
your game.”

Caruth calls Bubba Wallace,
Jimmie Johnson, and Ryan New-
man his favorite drivers. He pat-
terns his driving after their racing

styles and career paths as he de-
velops his own brand in the racing
community.

“As I move up the ranks, Iʼll have
an identity,” Caruth said. “Youʼll
know who I am.”

The Bojanglesʼ Summer
Shootout season ends with a Mon-
day-Tuesday doubleheader. Mon-
dayʼs action presented by Advance
Auto Parts features the Little Lug-
gies 600 Power Wheels race, while
Tuesdayʼs races featuring a driver
autograph session and fireworks
show presented by NGK Spark
Plugs.

Gates open at 5 p.m. with open-
ing ceremonies scheduled for 6:15
p.m.

TICKETS: Tickets, which cost
only $8 for adults and are FREE for
kids 13 and under, can be pur-
chased at the gate or in advance by
calling 800-455-FANS or online at
www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
/tickets.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor

Speedway is adding free wifi ac-
cess for fans to use in a centrally
located, easy to find area during
Georgia's NASCAR weekend.

The free fan wifi zone comes as
part of the Speedway's 20 in 20 ini-
tiative, a commitment to make 20
individual enhancements for the
2020 race weekend in Atlanta.

Internet access will be available
throughout the NASCAR weekend
at Bruton Smith Park, located
across from the Fan Zone near the
Blue Lot. The free network will
allow fans to enjoy the benefits of
internet connectivity, including stay-
ing in touch with friends and family,
downloading media, and sharing
their experiences at Georgia's only
NASCAR weekend.

The free wifi will be available to
all fans during race weekend, in-

cluding fans camping at the Speed-
way throughout the weekend. With
an easy to find connection point at
Bruton Smith Park, the network ac-
cess will be able to enhance the ex-
perience of fans in all of Atlanta
Motor Speedway's camping areas.

The free fan wifi is the fourth im-
provement to come from Atlanta
Motor Speedway's "20 in 20" initia-
tive. All told the Speedway will be
announcing 20 fan enhancements
to increase our customer's value
and the overall enjoyment of the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500
NASCAR weekend on March 13-
15, 2020.

Tickets and camping locations
for the 2020 Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 weekend at Atlanta Motor
Speedway are available now. Call
877-9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com to buy.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - The brand-

new winnerʼs circle in the new
Gatorade Victory Lane is taking
form as construction efforts for
Transformation – The Talladega
Superspeedway Infield Project pre-
sented by Graybar are in full force.
Birmingham, ALʼs Hoar Construc-
tion, leading Phase II of the project,
is making major headway on the
Talladega Garage Experience – set
to debut during the trackʼs
NASCAR Playoffs doubleheader
weekend, Oct. 11-13.

Concrete has been poured for
what will be a modern, ʻold-school
styleʼ winnerʼs circle where the win-
ning driver will pull the race car
nose-first (as was done at Tal-
ladega throughout the 1970s and
the early 1980s) into Gatorade Vic-
tory Lane. Just the circular area
where the car will be parked will be
more than 45 foot deep by just less
than 30 foot wide. Fans with a Tal-
ladega Garage Experience admis-

sion will gain access to a reserved
area in Gatorade Victory Lane and
get the chance to witness the vic-
torsʼ celebration after each race in
Celebration Plaza.

Another major aspect coming
along with great progress in the
Garage Experience is the luxurious
Pit Road Club. The foundation is
set, and steel framing is being
erected on the two-story, open-air
venue that will house 600 guests
who will get a birds-eye view of
team pit stops, and be treated with
a host of other amenities through-
out the entire race weekend, in-
cluding food and beverages.

Exterior skin and roofing has
also been applied to two conces-
sion stands, the Guest Services
building and two of the four Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
Garages, where fans will get “up-
close, locker-room” access inside
the garage bays where the teams
and drivers will work on their race
cars during race weekend. The
concession stands in the Talladega
Garage Experience will offer in-
credible $4 or less Value-Priced
Concessions (with the exception of
the $9 Big One Meatball).

The mammoth Open Air Social
Club, which will be complete with
an array of ample, comfortable
seating, a bar and a 41-foot diago-
nal video screen, is being graded
and prepped for flooring. Fans who
purchase a Garage Experience ad-
mission will receive access inside
the 35,000 square foot area, where
they will be just a few steps away
from the two garages that will line
both sides of the Open Air Social
Club and house the top 22 drivers
(11 in each) in the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series.

The one-of-a-kind Talladega
Garage Experience will stretch
from the center of the Tri-Oval
down near the start-finish line and
will also have FREE Wi-Fi pre-
sented by Xtreme Concepts, Inc. It
will be ready at the worldʼs greatest
racing venue during Octoberʼs
1000Bulbs.com 500 (Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series) and
Sugarlands Shine 250 (Gander
Outdoors Truck Series). In addition,
the Experience will feature interac-
tive attractions and enhanced
amenities for fans, sponsors,
teams and stakeholders in the
iconic Talladega infield.

Fans can learn more about the
project and view the progress 24/7
via the construction cam by visiting
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
/transformation. For ticket informa-
tion log onto www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call
855-518-7223 (RACE).

On
Tr
ac
k

Bojangles' Summer Shootout driver Rajah Caruth wraps up his first

season in the VP Racing Fuels Semi-Pro division on Tuesday.

(CMS/John Davison photo)



Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - Burt
Myers added another
win to his 2019 total on
Saturday at Bowman
Gray Stadium, while
Lee Jeffreys claimed
his first win of the sea-
son.

But the talk
around the water
cooler for the next few
days wonʼt be about
the wins – it will be
about the wreck fest
between Jonathan
Brown and Jason

Myers that took place during the
second Modified race.

Before the carnage – back at the
beginning of the night – Lee Jef-
freys of Wallburg was the fastest
qualifier and started on the pole,
with Brandon Ward of Winston-
Salem starting beside him. As the
two powered into turn one during
the opening lap, neither wanted to
let up. They rode far into the corner,
nearly colliding with the guard rail
as they steered through the turn.

“Brandon tried to get in the cor-
ner harder than I did. He was hop-
ing it would stick and he would be
out in front of us,” said Jeffreys. “I
backed off and thought there was
no way he was going to make this.
I just turned left and went under
him.”

Jeffreys then led the rest of the
way to claim the checkered – a wel-
come change from the previous
week when he was involved in a
huge pileup. “From where we were
last week - underneath a car - to
victory lane, thatʼs all due to these
guys working on the car,” said Jef-
freys. “Weʼve improved the car
here and there, and itʼs seemed to
get better. We just finally had a
good finish tonight.”

Defending champ Burt Myers of
Walnut Cove started off the
evening on a disappointing note.
After claiming the pole many times
this season, he qualified 10th on
Saturday. He was able to make a
few key moves to climb up to an
eighth place finish – which posi-
tioned him perfectly when the
“Madhouse Scramble” draw ended
up placing him on the pole for the
start of the second race.

Myers shot out into the lead and
sailed smoothly ahead to claim the
checkered. “Believer it or not, we
tore up right much last week – so
we came over this morning to make
sure the car was okay,” said Myers.
“We worked our butts off. We had
a mishap qualifying. We did get

lucky and get the draw – but how
can I call it luck when Godʼs in con-
trol?”

Not only did Myers receive a
lucky draw, but his points rivals
ended up having bad nights. Tim
Brown of Tobaccoville was involved
in a wreck and ended up finishing
13th in the second race.

Jonathan Brown of Winston-
Salem was riding in fourth and
looking to make a strong showing
in the points. But as he passed the
lapped car of Jason Myers, chaos
ensued. Jason Myers made con-
tact with the #22 of Jonathan
Brown, sending him spinning.
Brown then retaliated by hitting
Myers, and the two started their
own personal demolition derby in
the north turn.

In the McDowell Heating & Air
Sportsman Series, Tommy Neal of
Walkertown started on the outside
and was able to motor ahead of
pole starter Ross Dalton of Liberty
to take the lead. Neal then held off
the outside row challenges from
John Holleman of Winston-Salem,
Kyle Southern of Rural Hall, Derek
Stoltz of Walkertown, and Michael
Adams of Yadkinville.Tommy Neal
went on to win the Colors Edge
Sportsman 100, with Derek Stoltz
finishing second.

David Creed of Mount Airy
claimed the checkered in the 20-
lapper for the law Offices of John
Barrow Street Stock Series. In the
Q104.1 Stadium Stock Series,
Chuck Wall and Justin Whitaker
each brought home a win.

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC - Chris Burns

picked up his eighth Late Model
victory at Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret
County Speedway on Saturday

night and became the all-time Late
Model wins leader with his victory.

Burns, 27, from Swansboro,
North Carolina, started on the pole
and led early, but T.J. Barron
passed Burns on lap 17 to take the
lead.  Burns would bypass Barron
on a restart with 25 laps remaining
in the 60-lap feature, making the
pass on the outside line of the race-
track.  Burns then held off a late-
race charge from reigning division
champion and seven-time Late
Model winner Brandon Clements.

“We didnʼt have the car to win
tonight by any means,” Burns said
in victory lane.  “We realistically
probably had a third-place car.  I
knew that, if we would have got be-
hind TJ on that restart, there
wouldʼve been no hope for it.  I told
dad I was going to sail it off into turn
one and hope it sticks.  It did pretty
good there.  We should have freed
the car up a little more.  It was too
tight there and we had to turn it with
the accelerator.  Dad said, Bran-
donʼs behind you, and heʼs coming
quick.  A couple more laps and he

would have got me.  He had the
better car.

“Racing with these guys, theyʼre
all class acts.  Theyʼre really great
racers.”

With the victory, Burns opened
the gap from three points to eight
points atop the division champi-
onship standings.

Clements, who is Burnsʼ best
friend away from the track, ulti-
mately settled for the runner-up
spot but felt he could have made
the pass for the win with just one
more lap.

“We would have given him at
least a shot,” Clements said.  “This
is like a win to us.  Me, Wendell
[Davis] and the team spent a lot of
late nights this week getting this
thing back together.  Itʼs killed from
the CARS Tour race.  Weʼve got a
few more bugs to work out but she
was coming on at the end.”

Barron finished in third while Tim
Allensworth and Tyler Horne
rounded out the top-five.

Encore Presentation: Three
weeks ago, 13-year-old Carmen
Odum edged her older sister Mor-
gan in a thrilling finish in a Jr. Mini
Cup race at Carteret County
Speedway.  The finished propelled
their reputations and both drivers
were featured on WITN News as
the Pepsi Players of the Week in
mid-July.

On Saturday night, the two sis-
ters staged an encore presentation.

Carmen passed Morgan for the
lead early in the 15-lap Coastal
Carolina Jr. Mini Cup feature.  In
the closing laps, Morgan was able
to run her younger sister back
down.  On the final lap, she
mounted her challenge for the lead
and the win, diving to the inside out
of turn four.  The two sisters came
across the line side-by-side in an-
other photo finish with Carmen
Odum scoring the win.

“With the last couple laps, my
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Defending champ Burt Myers is joined by family after his win in

the second Modified race. (ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Chris Burns (19) takes the checkered flag Saturday night at

Carteret County Speedway. (CCS photo)



(Continued…)

spotter was telling me,
ʻsheʼs there, sheʼs
right on your bumper,
so drive smart, and if
she gets under you, do
not turn down.ʼ  I could
feel her at my back
bumper,” the younger
Odum sister said.  “I
had a gut feeling that
she was there.  That
was a really good
race.  I did not like that
I led almost the entire
race because thatʼs
not fun to watch.  That
last race, with that

photo finish, I did not expect to get
that much promotion off of it but
here we are.  I really like it.”

Morgan felt like she had the
faster car and was frustrated to
come up just short against her
younger sister once again.

“My carʼs been slow but we fi-
nally got it ready and Iʼm faster than
her, I should have won that race,”
Morgan Odum said.  “You know, I
should have spun her out, thatʼs
what I wanted to do, but you know
what, I had to clean race her.  It
was tough, but Iʼm finally glad we
got faster than her.  I wanted to win
so bad.  I feel bad that she won.  I
was leading the [Coastal Carolina
Mini Cup Series] points and now
weʼre tired, but Iʼm not letting her
win the points again.”

Dominic Chisholm finished third
while Caleb Braswell and Alexis
Steffan rounded out the top-five.

Jacksonvilleʼs Andrew Jackson
led wire-to-wire in the 25-lap U-
CAR feature, holding off Steve Sul-
livan for the victory and extending
his points lead over Sullivan.

“Last year was a great year for
us and we were going for the
championship,” Jackson said.
“Adam [Resnick] came out here
and showed us what to do.  I think
Iʼve got the hang of it this year.  I
want to thank everyone who came
out and cheered us on.”

Sullivan finished in second, but
behind the two drivers who have
dominated the division, 19-year-old
Abby Jolly relished in her first ca-
reer Carteret County Speedway
podium finish.

“Itʼs been a really tough season
but now it feels like itʼs kind of
breaking through,” Jolly remarked.
“Finally getting over that frustrating
patch.  We definitely have a lot
more work on this car to get done
but Iʼm really looking forward to the
rest of this season and next season
too.”

Mike Cooper was victorious in

the Sportsmanʼs Wholesale Street
Stock feature; Travis Miller pre-
vailed in the Battlefield Tire Pros
Mini Stock race; Tyler Warriner
picked up the victory in the Virginia
Mini Cup feature; J.R. Taylor
scored his first win of the year in
the Champ Kart race; and Steven
Brewer took home the checkered
flag in the Coastal Carolina Mini
Cup feature.

Racing action returns to Bobby
Watsonʼs Carteret County Speed-
way on Saturday, August 10th with
the $10,000-to-win Solid Rock Car-
riers 150.  Mini-Stocks, Legends
and Mini Cups will also be in action
as part of the Solid Rock Carriers
150.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - With a

standing-room-only crowd on hand
for Fridayʼs Lewis Automotive
Driver and Fan Appreciation Night
at Dodge City Raceway Park, Jet-
moreʼs Jeremy Huish raced to his
second Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Car feature win of the
year atop the 3/8-mile clay oval.

While Huish led all the way in
the 20-lapper, other Friday night
feature winners included Brendon
Gemmill in IMCA Modifieds, Jeff
Kaup in IMCA Sport Modifieds,
Kyle Pfeifer in IMCA Stock Cars
and Reagan Sellard in IMCA
Hobby Stocks.

In the 20-lap DCRP Sprint Car
feature, Huish gunned into the lead

from the front row outside at the
outset and led the entire distance.

Huish had to hold off Jake
Martens after a lap seven restart
and then kept Taylor Velasquez at
bay over the final half of the race.
Martens settled for third behind
Huish and Velasquez with Luke
Cranston and Jordan Knight round-
ing out the top five.

In the 20-lap IMCA Modified
main event, Ponca City native
Brendon Gemmill needed just three
laps to race into the lead from his
eighth starting position.

Clay Sellard made his way into
second just past the midway point
and had a final shot at the lead
when a cation flew with just three
remaining.  Gemmill denied any
Sellard charges and raced on to
the checkered flag as his father
Troy Gemmill slipped around Sell-
ard for second on the final circuit.
Sellard settled for third with Clay
Money edging William Nusser at
the line for fourth.

Woodwardʼs Jeff Kaup moved
one step closer to another track
championship in the IMCA Sport
Modified ranks by racing to his sec-
ond 15-lap feature win of the sea-
son.

Alex Wiens paced the opening
eight circuits in pursuit of his sec-
ond win of the season before Kaup
raced by soon after a midrace cau-
tion.  Kaup charged on to the stripe
ahead of Wiens with Kyle Wiens,
Bart Baker and Ryan Kirchoff in the
top five.

Hill Cityʼs Kyle Pfeifer added his
second IMCA Stock Car win of the
season by racing to victory lane in
the 15-lap feature.

Pfeifer wrestled the lead away
from Dusty Witthuhn on the fifth

round and led the rest of the way,
taking the checkered flag ahead of
Ondre Rexford.  Rexford held off a
resurgent Angel Munoz for runner-
up honors, as Munoz rallied from
the tail of the field after completing
the first half of the race with his
hood obstructing his view.  Wit-
thuhn and Gerald Walker rounded
out the top five.

Bucklinʼs Reagan Sellard
notched his fourth IMCA Hobby
Stock feature win of the year by
pacing the final nine rounds of the
15-lap feature.

Skeets Salazar paced the open-
ing half dozen circuits before Sell-
ard took command to move one
step closer to a third consecutive
track championship.  Sellard raced
to the line ahead of Matt OʼHair,
who recovered from an opening lap
incident and charged through the
field for runner-up honors.  Dion
Priddy was third with Josh Reece
and Brett Copeland rounding out
the top five.

Following Sundayʼs sixth sched-
uled round of Micro and Kart action
atop the 1/7-mile Little DCRP, the
3/8-mile Dodge City Raceway Park
returns to action with the Sixth An-
nual Modified Mayhem event on
Saturday, August 24, with DCRP
Sprint Cars, IMCA Modifieds, IMCA
Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks in action as well.

Little DCRP
DODGE CITY, Kan. – Not even

a brief shower during Sunday
nightʼs feature events could pre-
vent eight drivers from cracking vic-
tory lane atop the 1/7-mile Little
DCRP clay oval at Dodge City
Raceway Park.

After Shae Ricke captured his
first Non-Wing “A” Class feature
win, a brief shower opened up over
the track as Deeken McRoberts
raced to a fifth consecutive Novice
Junior Sprint feature victory.

Track crews worked to get the
track back in shape with Mal Mul-
lens streaking to a second consec-
utive Winged “A” Class victory,
Jayce Caldwell racking up a third
consecutive Advanced Junior
Sprint win and Trey Zorn making it
five in a row in the Restricted “A”
Class.

In the Karting ranks, Randle
McRoberts raced to a second
Open Outlaw Kart win, Jonathan
Smith made it two in a row in the
Adults Karts and Reise Ochs put a
stop to Caleb Berthofʼs winning
ways in the Junior Karts.

Little DCRP will be back in ac-
tion with Round Seven on Sunday,
August 25, with racing action get-
ting under way at 6:30 p.m.
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The gang all showed up to help Jeremy Huish celebrate is second

win of the season at Dodge City Raceway Park. (DCRP photo)



Hickory Motor

Speedway
Hickory Motor

Speedway was the
place to be on Satur-
day night as the
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series
roared back to life on
the always exciting
Samʼs Club Night at
the Races.

The Carolina Cus-
tom Golf Cart Super
Trucks would lead off
the eveningʼs festivi-
ties with the running of
their 35 lap event.

Joey Shuryan in the #30 would
take the top spot in qualifying with
Travis Baity in the #70 starting to
his outside. Dennis Trivette in the
#28 and Charlie Watson in the #6
would make up row two. The start
would see Shuryan nose ahead to
the early lead with Baity and Triv-
ette giving close chase. Watson
would move around Baity and Triv-
ette to give chase to the leader. Lap
6 would see contact between Wat-
son and Shuryan and bring out the
caution with Shuryan spinning and
Watson sent to the rear. Baity and
Trivette would battle from the front
row on the restart with Baity taking
the top spot. Shuryan and Watson
would work their way through the
field and have a furious ten lap side
by side battle for second. Watson
would eventually take the spot and
give chase to the leader Baity. Wat-
son would catch Baity and see the
lead duo side by side for the top
spot. Lap 26 would see Watson fi-
nally nose ahead for the top spot.
Watson would hold on to the lead
and grab the win. Baity would finish
2nd with Shuryan finishing 3rd.
Trivette would come home in 4th
and Zach Hale in the #97 would fin-
ish 5th.

After a long and exhausting
week of repairs from last weekʼs
skirmish the Street Stocks would
be next to hit the famed 3/8 mile
oval for 30 laps of action. Jesse
Clark in the #5 would set fast time
taking the top spot while Ethan
Johnson in the #2 would start out-
side of the front row. Drew Cox in
the #21 would roll off in third with
Derek Fowler in the #31 in fourth.
The green flag would see Clark pull
to the early lead. Cox would pull
alongside Johnson and give battle
for second. Cox would take the po-
sition and give chase to the leader
Clark. Fowler would pull under
Johnson and pressure him for third.
Lap 18 would see Johnsonʼs run
end as he would pull to pit road and

park for the remainder of the event.
Cox would draw up to Clarkʼs rear
bumper on lap 19 and put constant
pressure on the leader. Cox would
bide his time and pull to the inside
of Clark on the final lap as they
would dive off into turn one. The
lead duo would battle hard, but
clean for the win with neither giving
an inch. Cox and Clark would come
off of turn four side by side and
drive under the checkered flag in a
photo finish. Timing and scoring
would show Cox taking the win by
only .002 thousandths of a second
in a spectacular finish. Clark would
be disappointed, but post the 2nd
place finish with Fowler finishing
3rd. Marshall Sutton in the #64 fin-
ished 4th and Kevin Eby in the #03
would come home in 5th.

Hitting the track next would be
the Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models for their 35 lap battle.
The front row would be made up of
the current division points leaders
with Cody DeMarmels in the #18
on the pole with the #44 of Josh
Kossek starting to his outside. Con-
nor Jones in the #2 and Kosma
Guznyakov in the #33 would make
up row two for the start. The green
flag would see Kossek move to the
early lead with DeMarmels close
behind. Guznyakov would move to
third and close in behind the front
duo. DeMarmels would pressure
for the lead repeatedly until he
would finally move by Kossek for
the top spot. Jones would move
around Guznyakov for third and
look to chase down the front duo.
DeMarmels would hang on for the
win and extend his points lead.
Kossek would finish 2nd with Jones

finishing 3rd. Jax Redline in the #5
would finish 4th with Guznyakov
coming home in 5th.

With long hours and many re-
pairs following the a major accident
two weeks ago in their previous
race the Renegades would roll
back in for another exciting 20 lap
feature. Spencer Dickinson in the
#6 would pace time trials and start
from the point with the #1 of Justin
Austin to his outside. Brian Larkin
in the #7 would inherit the point for
the start with Austin to his outside.
Larkin would pull to the early lead
but on lap two would get loose,
looking like he was running Hickory
Motor Speedway in the days it was
still dirt, and nearly spin in front of
the field. He would make a spec-
tacular save to avoid a disaster, but
get passed by Austin for the lead.
Dickinson would have to start from
the rear, but by lap three would
work his way to third. Dickinson
would pressure Larkin for second
and make the pass with ten laps to
go. Lap 19 would see the caution
fly as Robbie Hollifield in the #51
would spin. The restart would see
Austin and Dickinson side by side
for the green flag. Austin would
nose ahead for the lead with Dick-
inson getting pressured by Larkin
for second. Austin would drive on to
the win with Dickinson pulling to his
outside at the checkered flag for
2nd. Zach Mullins in the #72 would
bounce back from a hard crash two
weeks earlier for 3rd place, the #95
of Rodney Elkins would finish 4th,
and Megan Campbell in the #69
would cap off a good run finishing
5th.

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-

ican Series Late Models would
close out the nightʼs events with a
huge 80 lap feature. Gage Painter
in the #12 would set a torrid lap dip-
ping into the 14 second bracket to
take the pole position with the #15
of Ryan Millington starting to his
outside. Points leader Thomas
Beane in the #31 would start inside
of row two and Nolan Pope in the
#1 to his outside. Painter and
Millington would duel door to door
before Millington would nose ahead
for the early lead. Beane would
give chase in third with the #5 of
Cole Glasson moving up to fourth.
Chris Hudspeth in the #28 would
run in fifth and get pressure for the
position by the #98 of Adam
Lemke. The first six cars would be
nose to tail through lap 25 with the
field setting a blistering pace. Lap
28 would see Hudspeth move
around Glasson for fourth. Lemke
would also make the move under
Glasson moving to fifth on lap 31.
As Hudspeth would try to reel in
third place Beane, he would once
again face pressure from Lemke.
Lap 53 would see Lemke complete
the pass for fourth position on Hud-
speth. Glasson would face pres-
sure from Pope for position with
Pope taking the spot on lap 62.
Beane would start to close in on
Painter for second while Lemke
was closing in on Beane for third.
Millington would drive on to the win.
Painter would hang on to finish
2nd. Beane and Lemke would
come to the Finish Line side by
side with Beane nosing ahead fin-
ishing 3rd and Lemke settling for
4th. Hudspeth would round out the
top five in 5th. 

The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series is off next week but will
be back in action in two weeks, Au-
gust 10th, at Americaʼs Most Fa-
mous Short Track with a full slate of
racing excitement.

The Cars Racing Tour will visit
Hickory Motor Speedway next Sat-
urday night, August 3rd, for the run-
ning of the Throwback 276, a
doubleheader featuring 138 laps of
door to door racing for each of the
Late Models and Super Late Mod-
els.

For more info check us out
at www.hickorymotorspeedway.co
m, on Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram. Or you can give us a call at
the track at 828-464-3655.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Ronnie Mc-

Carty was in a hurry Friday night at
Kingsport Speedway.

The two-time track champion
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Ryan Millington takes the checkered flag in the 80-lap Late Model

feature at Hickory Motor Speedway Saturday night. (SHERRI

STEARNS photo)



(Continued…)

powered his No. 5
Ford from a fourth-
place starting spot to
the lead in 14 laps and
led the rest of the 60-
lap Late Model Stock
feature for the
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series.

It was the home-
town driverʼs fourth
win in seven starts this
season on the 3/8-mile
concrete oval. Mc-
Carty held off defend-
ing track champion
Zeke Shellʼs No. 1

Ford over the final 40 laps for the
win.

“The biggest thing was getting
our car through the corners,” Mc-
Carty said. “All these motors have
plenty of horsepower. Going down
the straightaway is the easy part.

“We had a good clean race with
Zeke. You donʼt have to rub (fend-
ers), although I never mind to rub
ever now and then to keep things
interesting for the fans.”

Shell, a Johnson City driver,
started fifth, but worked his way to
second on lap 19. He challenged
McCarty briefly on a pair of restarts,
but fell behind after a few laps
under green.

“His car is fast and he has some
serious driving ability,” Shell said
about McCarty. “If I had gotten out
front, I think it would have been
hard for him to pass us back. By
the time I closed up on his tail, I did-
nʼt have anything left in the car. He
won it. There ainʼt nothing else to
say, but better car, better driver,
better finish.”

Kingsport driver Derek Lane
started last in the 13-car field, but
rallied to finish third in the No. 28
Chevrolet. He made a charge the
last half of the race, but was unable
to run down the top two cars.

“We changed everything on the
car between practice and qualify-
ing, and I didnʼt know what the car
was going to do,” Lane said. “I told
my dad before the race that the car
felt pretty good. To start last and
come to third, I canʼt complain with
it.”

Pole sitter Bryson Dennis and
Lance Gatlin in a second McCarty-
owned entry rounded out the top
five.

Wayne Hale finished sixth, fol-
lowed by Joey Trent, Jerry Broyles,
Rick Pannell and Nik Williams. It
was a hit in the track championship
standings for points leader Williams
after the coil came loose in his No.
32 Chevrolet and caused the carʼs

engine to misfire.
With Williamsʼ misfortune, Shell

cut his lead in half — down to 10
points — heading into the final six
races of the season.

FAST LANES: Derek Lane
pulled double-duty, rallying from a
fifth-place starting spot to win the
30-lap Mod Street feature.

Laneʼs No. 9 Dodge Challenger
passed 78-year-old Paul Shull in
the No. 48 Camaro for the lead on
lap 20 and led the remainder of the
race. Shull hung on to finish sec-
ond, ahead of Royce Peters and
points leader Kevin Wolfe.

It was his third win of the season
and the ninth overall for the Lane
family — with Derekʼs brother, Trey,
winning six times.

DOZEN FOR CANTER: Kevin
Canter recovered from cutting a tire
and hitting the turn-4 wall on the
second lap of the Mod 4 race to roll
to his 12th win of the season.

After his crew replaced the flat
right-rear tire, the Abingdon, Va.,
driver made a daring three-wide
pass for the lead on lap 8, overtak-
ing Dennis Arnold and Kirby Gob-
ble for the top spot.

The three drivers ran 1-2-3 the
rest of the way and finished ahead
of Chris Amburgey and Hershell
Robinette.

PURE ENJOYMENT: Billy By-
ington held off challenges from
points leader Keith Helton and de-
fending division champion Bruce
Crumbley to win the Pure 4 feature.

It was a Model City slugfest as
the top seven finishers were all
from Kingsport. Helton finished a

half-car length behind in second.
Crumbley was third as Bucky Smith
and William Hale rounded out the
top five.

Tony Dockery of Dungannon,
Va., made the winning pass on
Bruce Blessing on lap 10 of the
Pure Street race for his second
straight victory.

Points leader Doug Austin fin-
ished third with early leader Mike
Mays fourth. Defending class
champion Jay Swecker was fifth.

For more information on
Kingsport Speedway, visit our web-
site at -www.kingsportspeedway
.com. Fresh content and updates
can also be found on the tracks
Facebook page (@Kingsport-
Speedway), Twitter (@KpSpeed-
way), Instagram (@Kingsport
Speedway), Snapchat (@Kpt-
Speedway), and YouTube
(@KingsportSpeedway).

Lake View Motor

Speedway
LAKE VIEW, SC - After going

winless last year, Marion, SCʼs
Johnny Pridgen led flag-to-flag to
claim his fourth Late Model win of
the season Saturday night at Lake
View Motor Speedway.  

In qualifying, Pridgen took the
pole position over Colby Jenerette
and Shaun Sewell with a fast lap of
17.347 seconds.  

At the drop of the green flag for
the 25-lap main event, Pridgen got
the advantage over Sewell and
Dustin Mitchell, while Jenerette
slipped back to fourth at the start.
As the field exited turn four to com-
plete lap one, Johnathon Ward
spun across the track, collecting
Bradley Shampy and launching
Chris Miller over the hood of
Wardʼs car.  All the drivers were
okay, but only Miller was able to
continue in the race.

Pridgen continued to lead, but in
the latter stages of the race, Sewell
began to run down the leader.
However, a couple of quick cau-
tions allowed everyoneʼs tires to
cool and Pridgen would go on to
take a dominant win over Sewell,
Mitchell, Christian Thomas, and
Jenerette.

The Open Wheel Modifieds re-
turned to Lake View for the first
time since May and Christian
Thomas was able to score his first
win at the speedway.  After two
failed attempts to start the race by
front row starters Daniel Parker
and Andy Boahn, they would be
moved back to the second row put-
ting Thomas on the pole.  Thomas
led every lap for the win over
Parker, Wayne Gray, David Taylor,
and Boahn.

Polesitter Michael Freeman got
the advantage on the start over
Benji Thompson to score his first
Limited Sportsman win of the year 

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Friday nightʼs winners at Kingsport Speedway. (KS photo)

Johnny Pridgen takes to the track at Lake View Motor Speedway to

win the feature. (LAKEVIEW MOTOR SPEEDWAY photo)
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at Lake View.  Follow-
ing Freeman and
Thompson at the
checkers were David
Royal, Chris Powers,
and Scott Lewis.

In just his second
start of the season,
Tom Lovett started on
the pole for the second
week in-a-row to take
a dominating win in the
Renegade division.
Martin Sweatt finished
second over Josh
Cook, Donald
Williams, and Buck

Causey.
The Mod-Lites made their return

to Lake View and Stephen Ford led
flag-to-flag to score the win over
Donovan Jackson, Mason Ford,
Morghan Johnson, and Joe Riffle.

“Joker Style” Kyle Jenks re-
turned to his winning way by taking
the checkered flag in the Stingerz
division.  The only major contact of
the race occurred when Andrew
Rowell slammed the frontstretch
wall on a restart after contact with
Tonya Jordan.  Following Jenks at
the finish were Derek Kemper,
Robert Pfouts, Brian Mercer, and
Jordan.

In Sharp Mini Late Model action
Albert Brayfield scored the win over
Johnny Pridgen. 

The next event at Lake View
Motor Speedway will be Darlington
Raceway Fan Appreciation Night
on Saturday, August 17th, featuring
a Limited Sportsman special with
double-points also being awarded
to that class.  Also in action will be
the Late Models, Renegades,
SportMods, Stingerz and Sharp
Mini Late Models.  Be sure to “Like”
Lake View Motor Speedway on
Facebook, follow @LakeViewDirt
on Twitter to keep up on all thatʼs
going on in 2019 or visit lakeview-
motorspeedway.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Kyle Rein-

hardt of Neptune City, N.J., came
into Selinsgrove Speedway Satur-
day night as the 360 sprint car
points leader by just 10 markers
over Jason Shultz of Carlisle. 

Late in the 25-lap feature race
Reinhardt was going to be happy
with a second-place finish but
things changed in a hurry and in-
stead he picked up his fourth win of
the season with a last-lap pass by
Colby Womer of Mt. Pleasant Mills
at the wheel of the Westbrook En-
terprises No. 1W. 

Ken Duke of Selinsgrove won

his second 305 sprint car feature in
a row at the track. 

Shaun Miller of Millerstown, who
turned many laps in a pro stock at
Selinsgrove, returned to win the 20-
lap limited late model feature.  

Tom Brunson of Middleburg won
the 12-lap roadrunner nightcap.

Selinsgrove Speedway will be
back in action at 7 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 3, with the re-scheduled Kids
Night from June. The 360 sprint
cars, super late models, pro stocks,
and roadrunners will be in action in
addition to a classic race car dis-
play by the Eastern Museum of
Motor Racing on Hellerʼs Gas
Night. Track gates will open at 5
p.m. 

Front row starter Colby Womer
blasted into the sprint car feature
lead followed by Adam Carberry,
Ryan Kissinger, Derek Locke and
Kyle Reinhardt.

Reinhardt, who started eighth,
was fast early in the race and was
quickly up to third.  Reinhardt
caught Carberry for second and
started tracking down Womer.

Kissinger dove under Carberry
off of turn four for third but the pair
tangled in the second turn bringing
out the caution.  This moved Chad
Layton and Steve Buckwalter into
the top five with Jason Shultz stalk-
ing the pair.

Womer got a great restart and
left the battle for second to Rein-
hardt and Locke. Running fourth,
Layton slowed and stopped in turn
four, slowing the field again.

Locke, who has been fast but
unlucky lately continued to dog
Reinhardt as Shultz raced into
fourth.

With two laps to go Reinhardt
drew to Womerʼs tail tank.  Womer
bobbled on the last lap giving Rein-
hardt the opening he needed to
take the lead and win.

Womer, Locke, Shultz and Buck-
walter rounded out the top five.

360 sprint car heats were won
by Womer and Locke.

Tyler Reinhardt and Kruz Kep-
ner led the 305 sprint car field to
the start/finish line with Keith Prutz-
man, Devin Adams and Ken Duke
in tow.

The field was slowed on lap
eight when Kepner hit the second
turn fence.

Duke started to dog the Prutz-
man car and on lap 10 Duke was in
second.  Within three laps Duke
caught T. Reinhardt and on lap 14
drove by him off of turn two for the
lead. Then Wally Eschenhaur
brought out the caution on lap 15.

Duke ran the rest of the distance
untested winning by 4.035 seconds
over T. Reinhardt, Prutzman, Devin

Adams and Doug Dodson.
The heats for the 305 sprint cars

went to, Doug Dodson, T. Rein-
hardt, Prutzman and Adams. The
B-Main was won by Dominic
Melair.

Jim Yoder and Todd Snook
shared the front row of the limited
late model feature with Yoder grab-
bing the lead.  Matt Cochran, Troy
Miller, and Devin Frey rounded out
the top five.

In the early laps Yoder opened a
sizable lead with the father-son
combo of Troy and Shaun Miller
battling for fourth place.  Shaun
broke free and worked his way into
second.  The caution flag flew on
lap 12 for Troy, who stopped on the
track.

Shaun Miller tested Yoder high,
passing the veteran down the back-
stretch.  Almost immediately, the
red flag stopped the action as Der-
rick German slammed the outside
wall. He was not injured. 

After the restart, Cochran and
Yoder started a high speed battle
for second exchanging the position
over the next couple of laps.  With
a clear track in front of him, Shaun
Miller raced to the checkered flag
over Jim Yoder, Cochran, Andrew
Yoder and Snook.

A. Yoder, Snook, and Tim Krape
were victorious in the limited late
model heats.

Tom Brunson grabbed the road-
runner lead followed by Keith
Bissinger, Smith Cope, Curtis Law-
ton and Jake Jones.  Brunson
opened a sizable lead but Bissinger
slowly chipped away with Cope on
his rear bumper.

Jim Collier slammed the fence
bringing out the yellow on the last
lap.

Brunson wired the field, his sec-
ond win of the season followed by
Bissinger, Cope, Lawton, and
Jones.

Roadrunner heats were won by
Bissinger and Brunson.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Lee Pul-

liam got a good launch on the the
final restart with 10 laps to go and
pulled away to edge Peyton Sellers
in Saturday night's Italian Delight
Family Restaurant Presents “Na-
tional Night Out” NASCAR Late
Model 100.

The Alton, Virginia resident won
the pole and led all 100 laps en-
route to his third win of the season
at South Boston Speedway.

Pulliam and Sellers restarted to-
gether on the front row for the last
restart. While Pulliam got a good
launch, Sellers lost third gear,
opening the door for Pulliam to pull
away over the closing laps and
take the win.

Sellers, of Danville, Virginia, fin-
ished 1.270-second behind Pul-
liam, with Jeb Burton of Halifax,
Virginia finishing third in a team car
to Sellers. Daniel Silvestri of Great
Falls, Virginia finished fourth and
Austin Thaxton of South Boston,
Virginia rounded out the top five fin-
ishers.

Burton was Pulliam's primary
challenger for most of the race, with
Sellers putting himself into con-
tention for the win over the final 25
circuits. The last of the race's three
caution periods came on lap 90
and appeared to set up a thriller of
a finish. 

The combination of Pulliam's
good launch on the final restart and
Sellers losing third gear gave Pul-
liam the margin he needed to se-
cure the win.

Willis Takes Limited Sportsman
Win: Danny Willis Jr. of South
Boston, Virginia sped past pole
winner Jacob Borst of Elon, North
Carolina to take the lead on lap 24,
and held on the rest of the way to
win Saturday night's 50-lap Limited
Sportsman Division race.

The win was the fourth of the
season for Willis, who moved into

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Former NASCAR Whelen All American Series National Champion

Lee Pulliam of Alton, Virginia is all smiles in Victory Lane as he

celebrates his win in Saturday night's Italian Delight Family

Restaurant Presents “National Night Out” NASCAR Late Model 100

at South Boston Speedway. (SOUTH BOSTON SPEEDWAY photo)
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a tie with Daniel Moss
of Danville, Virginia for
the most wins in the di-
vision.

J.D. Eversole of
North Chesterfield, Vir-
ginia followed Willis
past Borst on lap 24 to
take second place,
and stayed there the
rest of the way, taking
the runner-up spot
.859-second behind
Willis. Borst finished
third with Jason Myers
of Hurt, Virginia and
Moss rounding out the

top five finishers.
Crews, Mayo Split Pure Stock

Division Twinbill: Nathan Crews of
Long Island, Virginia and Bruce
Mayo of Halifax, Virginia split wins
in Saturday night's twin 15-lap
races for the Budweiser Pure Stock
Division.

Crews, the pole winner, started
at the rear of the field in order to
gain passing points, took the lead
from Jarrett Milam of Keeling, Vir-
ginia with four laps to go, and
edged Milam for the win. Mayo fin-
ished third with Jordan Pickrel of
Keeling, Virginia and Scott Phillips
of Halifax, Virginia completing the
top five finishers.

Mayo took the lead on the open-
ing lap in the nightcap and edged a
fast-closing Crews by .442-second
to win the second 15-lap race.
Pickrel finished third with Justin
Dawson of Nathalie, Virginia and
Phillips rounding out the top five fin-
ishers.

Crews' win in the first race was
his sixth win of the season. Mayo's
win was his first victory of the sea-
son, and his first win in three years.

Dawson Takes Budweiser Hor-
nets Division Win: Josh Dawson of
Halifax, Virginia started on the front
row and scored a flag-to-flag win in
Saturday night's 15-lap Budweiser
Hornets Division race.

The win was the second of the
season for Dawson.

Andrea Ruotolo Sarnataro of
South Boston, Virginia finished sec-
ond to score his best finish of the
season. Jared Dawson of Nathalie,
Virginia, Kevin Currin of Chase
City, Virginia and Tyler Stanley of
South Boston, Virginia completed
the top five finishers.

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway: A full night of action is
on tap when NASCAR racing re-
turns to South Boston Speedway
on Saturday night, August 10, with
the 7 p.m. running of the Davenport
Energy NASCAR Late Model Twin

75s racing program.
Twin 75-lap races for the

NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division
competitors will highlight the five-
race program. Also included in the
nightʼs action is a 50-lap race for
the Limited Sportsman Division, a
30-lap race for the Budweiser Pure
Stock Division and a 15-lap race for
the Budweiser Hornets Division
competitors.

Registration and pit gates open
at 2 p.m., practice runs from 4 p.m.
until 5 p.m. Grandstand gates will
open at 5:30 p.m. and qualifying
starts at 6 p.m. The first race gets
the green flag at 7 p.m.

Admission is $10 for adults. Kids
ages 12 and under are admitted
free when accompanied by a pay-
ing adult.

For additional information about
the Davenport Energy NASCAR
Late Model Twin 75s racing pro-
gram or any other events at South
Boston Speedway, please visit the
speedwayʼs website at www.south-
bostonspeedway.com or telephone
the speedway at 434-572-4947 or
1-877-440-1540.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, July 26
with the Wild Thing Karts Tiger A
and Tiger B divisions joining
Staffordʼs NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series divisions and
there were two big wheel races
held as part of Maybury Night &
Kids Night program.  Scoring fea-
ture wins were Todd Owen in the
SK Modified® feature, Michael
Wray in the Late Model feature,
Wesley Prucker in the SK Light fea-
ture, Gary Patnode in the Limited
Late Model feature, and Travis
Hydar in the Street Stock feature.
The Wild Thing Karts Tiger B exhi-
bition race was won by Parker
Davis with Dylan Houghton winning
the Tiger A exhibition race.  The
winners of the kids big wheel races
were Levi Fox and Blake Greaves.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture, Michael Christopher, Jr. took
the early lead from the pole but
Cory DiMatteo pulled to his inside
and went to the lead on lap-4.  Joey
Cipriano came up to second with
Christopher third and Keith Rocco
in fourth.  Roccoʼs car shot up the
track and into the turn 2 wall to
bring the caution out with 9 laps
complete.

Cipriano took the lead on the
restart but Andrew Molleur was on
his inside and the two cars came
back to the line side by side.  Di-

Matteo spun in turn 2 to bring the
caution back out with 10 laps com-
plete.

Cipriano again took the lead on
the restart while Todd Owen took to
the outside lane to take second
from Molleur.  Troy Talman was
fourth with Marcello Rufrano and
Glen Reen right behind him.  Owen
was applying heavy pressure to
Cipriano for the lead and Owen
took the lead by a nose at the line
to complete lap-14.  Talman and
Reen touched wheels with both
cars spinning in turn 2 and collect-
ing the cars of Tony Membrino, Jr.,
Eric Berndt, Kyle James, Tyler
Jones, DiMatteo, Tyler Leary, John
Catania, David Arute, and Matt
Galko to bring the caution out with
14 laps complete.

Owen took the lead on the
restart but Cipriano was hanging
right with Owen in the outside lane.
Molleur nearly made a 3-wide bid
for the lead before backing off and
settling into a side by side duel with
Marcello Rufrano for third.  Ronnie
Williams was fifth in line with Reen
behind him in sixth.  At the halfway
point of the race, things had settled
down into a single file line with
Cipriano leading Owen, Molleur,
Rufrano, Reen, and Williams.
Molleur was looking to the inside of
Owen for second but wasnʼt able to
make a pass stick.  Berndt spun in
turn 2 to bring the caution back out
with 22 laps complete.

Cipriano resumed his place at
the front of the field back under
green with Owen giving chase from
second  Molleur was third while
Rufrano and Reen were side by
side for fourth with Williams in
sixth.  Owen took the lead by a
nose at the line on lap-28 and he
cleared Cipriano for the lead on
lap-29.  Molleur followed him by
Cipriano to move into second but
Cipriano made a dive bomb move
back into turn 3 to try to retake the
spot.  He touched wheels with
Molleur which sent Molleur side-
ways and he collected Rufrano with
both cars heading into the turn 4
wall to bring the caution back out
with 29 laps complete.  Cipriano
was sent to the rear of the field
under the caution period, making
the order for the restart Owen and
Reen on the front row, Williams and
DiMatteo in the second row and
Michael Gervais, Jr. and Dan Wes-
son in the third row.

Owen took the lead on the
restart with Williams and Reen side
by side for second.  DiMatteo was
fourth with Wesson in fifth.
Williams was able to get clear of
Reen for second on lap-36 and the
fight was now for fourth with Wes-

son and DiMatteo fighting side by
side.  Wesson took the spot on lap-
39 but out front it was all Owen,
who locked down his third win of
the 2019 season.  Williams finished
second with Reen, DiMatteo, and
Wesson rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
a multicar accident involving the
cars of Tom Fearn, Tyler Leary,
Andy Marchese, Richard Ciriello,
and Gary Theriault brought the
caution out before the first lap could
be completed.

Trace Beyer led the first lap after
the restart but Michael Bennett shot
into the lead on lap-2.  The caution
came back out with 2 laps com-
plete as Beyer and Dave Wray
came together in turn 1 and
crashed into the wall.  Ciriello and
Kevin Gambacorta were also col-
lected.

The restart saw Al Saunders go
three-wide with Bennett in the mid-
dle and Michael Wray on the out-
side in a fight for the lead.  The trio
ran a lap 3-wide before the caution
came back out with 3 laps com-
plete for Greg DeMone, who came
to a stop backwards at the exit of
turn 4.

Wray took the lead on the restart
with Bennett in second.  Al Saun-
ders and Bennett were side by side
for third with Saunders taking the
spot on lap-5.  Cliff Saunders and
Fearn were now side by side for
fourth with Cliff taking the position.
Fearn began to slide backwards as
Gambacorta took fifth and Fearn
now had Paul Arute on his inside in
a fight for sixth on lap-7.  Arute took
the spot and Fearn settled into line
behind Arute as Wray was starting
to stretch out his lead over Al Saun-
ders.  Bennett was still third with
Gambacorta taking fourth from Cliff
Saunders.

Cliff Saunders came back to the
inside of Gambacorta on lap-12 to
retake fourth with Arute moving into
fifth and dropping Gambacorta
back to sixth in line.  

With 10 laps to go, Wray was
still comfortably in command of the
race with Al Saunders giving chase
in second.  Bennett was third in line
with Cliff Saunders fourth and Arute
was locked in a tight duel with
Gambacorta for fifth.

With 4 laps to go, Al Saunders
had eliminated the gap to Wray and
he was right on his back bumper for
the race lead.  Saunders couldnʼt
get close enough to Wray to make
a move as Wray took down his sec-
ond win of the 2019 season.  Ben-
nett finished third with Cliff
Saunders and Gambacorta round-
ing out the top-5.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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In the 20-lap SK
Light feature, Robert
Bloxsom, III took the
early lead with
Jonathan Puleo
quickly working his
way into second.
Sami Anderson was
third with Mark Bakaj
fourth and Amanda
West fifth.  Puleo took
the lead from Bloxsom
on lap-4 while Bakaj
was working the out-
side against Anderson
and he was finally able
to make a pass on lap-

7.  The caution came out with 7
laps complete as Anderson spun
coming off turn 4 with West also in-
volved.

Puleo took the lead on the
restart with Bakaj taking second.
Mikey Flynn moved up to third with
Bloxsom in fourth and Wesley
Prucker and Chris Matthews were
side by side for fifth.  Just behind
Prucker and Matthews was Bryan
Narducci.   The caution came back
out with 9 laps complete for a spin
coming out of turn 4 by Charles Mc-
Dougall.  

Puleo took took the lead back
under green with Flynn and Bakaj
side by side for second.  Bloxsom
was fourth with Narducci making a
3-wide move to take fifth.  The cau-
tion came out with 11 laps complete
as Bloxsom and Teddy Hoddgon
came together and got into the turn
4 wall.  Narducci was sent to the
rear of the field under the caution
for overaggressive driving.

Puleo took the lead on the
restart but Flynn got a good run to
his inside on lap-13 and the two
cars ran side by side until lap-15
when Flynn got clear to the lead.
Prucker was third in line behind
Flynn and Puleo with Bakaj fourth
and Alexander Pearl in fifth.  Nar-
ducci was recovered from his
penalty and he was sixth in line be-
hind Pearl.  The two leaders came
to the white flag nose to tail.  Puleo
got a good run through turns 1+2
and going into turn 3 made a bon-
sai move to the inside of Flynn.
The two cars touched wheels and
headed into the turn 3 wall, giving
the lead and the race win to
Prucker.  Bakaj finished second
with Pearl, Narducci, and Matthews
rounding out the top-5.

In the 15-lap Limited Late Model
feature, David Tefft took the lead
from the pole and set the early
pace.  Duane Provost was second
with Gary Patnode third, Alexandra
Fearn fourth, and Matt Clement in

fifth.  Jeremy Lavoie brought the
caution flag out with 8 laps com-
plete as his car came to a stop on
the backstretch with sparks show-
ering from the rear of his car.

Tefft took the lead on the restart
with Patnode pulling alongside
Provost for second and then taking
second on lap-10.  Fearn also got
by Provost to take third on lap-10
and Clement took fourth on lap-11
to drop Provost back to fifth in line.
Patnode took the lead from Tefft
with a pass coming out of turn 4 on
lap-11 with Fearn, Clement, and
Provost lined up behind the two
leaders.

Patnode held Tefft off to the
checkered flag to pick up his sec-
ond win of the 2019 season.
Clement finished third with Provost
and Kevin Crosby rounding out the
top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture, Adrien Paradis, III took the
early race lead at the drop of the
green flag with Nicole Chambrello
quickly taking second.  Travis
Hydar was third with Dave Secore
and Zack Robinson in fourth and
fifth.

Chambrello went by Paradis on
lap-3 to move into the lead with a
pass in turn 3.  Robinson got
around Secore for fourth place and
he was challenging Hydar for third
in the outside groove.  Secore slid
back to eighth as Jason Lafayette
took fifth and Meghan Fuller was
sixth with Tim Morse in seventh.  

Morse took sixth from Fuller on
lap-10 with a pass in turn 1 with
Chambrello continuing to lead the
race with Hydar now behind her in
second.  Robinson was up to third
with Lafayette fourth and Paradis
was back to fifth in line.  Hydar was
applying heavy pressure to Cham-
brello and he was able to take the
lead with a pass coming out of turn
2 on lap-13.  

Hydar led the field to the check-
ered flag to pick up his first win of
the 2019 season.  Robinson fin-
ished second with Chambrello third
and Fuller edged out Lafayette for
fourth in a duel that lasted the final
several laps.

In the 8-lap Wild Thing Karts
Tiger B exhibition race, Parker
Davis wired the field, leading all 8
laps from pole position to take the
checkered flag.  Hunter Duquette
finished second with Brady
Bigelow, Kixsten Stringfield, and
Rocco Miller rounding out the top-
5.

In the 10-lap Wild Thing Karts
Tiger A exhibition, Dylan Houghton
led the race from start to finish to
take the checkered flag.  Luke
Gegenbach was third with Raleigh

Maskell and Adam Bigelow round-
ing out the top-5.

The two kids big wheel races
were won by Levi Fox and Blake
Greaves.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Tri-State Speedway
Indiana Sprint Week Finale at

Tri-State Speedway quickly turned
into a dual between two local driv-
ers.  The 30 lap A Main was a
speed fest with Stephen Schnapf of
Newburgh setting a blistering pace
out front while Kye Cummins of
Princeton took up the chase after
starting fifth.  Schnapf started on
the outside pole and led until the
27th lap.  Cummins passed him as
the two negotiated the first turn.
Cummins continued in the lead to
win the event.  His margin of victory
was 1.6 seconds over Schnapf.

Cummins was at the wheel of
the Hank Byram owned Rock
Steady Sprinter wrenched by Tim
Spindler.  Cummins described the
contest with Schnapf as unbeliev-
able.  Schnapf  picked his way
through lapped traffic.  Cummins
noted that the lapped traffic was
where he needed to run to catch
Schnapf.  But he found the oppor-
tunity and had the car to complete
the pass.  It was Cummins fourth
sprint car win in four attempts at Tri-
State Speedway this season.  He
remains undefeated while racing in
feature events at Haubstadt in
2019.  It was also his
second win this season during Indi-
ana Sprint Week.

Justin Grant would finish third.
He was also the overall fastest
qualifier with a lap of 13.539 sec-
onds. Chase Stockon settled for
fourth place after holding second
spot for the first ten laps.  Brady
Bacon was fifth and set the mark to
become the Hard Charger after
starting 15th in the 24 car field.

C. J. Leary had the seat of honor
as the 2019 Indiana Sprint Week
Champion.  He was center stage
during post race ceremonies in the
promised Bridgeport rocking chair.
Leary was consistent all week in
compiling top ten finishes.  Leary
finished 10th at the finale to add to
his other top finishes including 2
seconds, 3 thirds, a fourth, and a
sixth.  Leary drives for Rein-
bold/Underwood Racing based in
Arizona.

Other top ten feature finishers
included Jarett Andretti in sixth fol-
lowed by Brody Roa, Kendall
Ruble, and Jason McDougal.  Josh

Hodges won the 12 lap Semi fea-
ture.  Donny Brackett took the last
transfer spot in finishing sixth in the
Semi.  He had won the C Main min-
utes earlier to earn a 15th starting
spot in that Semi.

The four preliminary USAC heat
races were won by Justin Grant,
Stephen Schnapf, Tyler Courtney,
and Chayse Hayhurst.

Brandon McDowell won the
UMP Open Wheel Modified fea-
ture.  It was his second feature vic-
tory in a row at Tri-State Speedway
this season.  The first place check
was worth a thousand dollars.  Mc
Dowell was the most fortunate of
the race leaders.  Dustin Beck led
the first four laps before losing the
lead to Stan Beadles.  Beadles
could not avoid a spinning car
about to be lapped and had to re-
tire to the infield with front end dam-
age.  Beck reassumed the lead but
it was short lived as his car was
damaged in a collision between
turns one and two.  McDowell was
in control of the race.

Tyler Weiss overtook Everett
Bradham to earn the runner-up
honors.  The checkered flag was
quickly replaced with the yellow as
cars crashed in the fourth turn on
the final lap.  Zach Fair and Don
Brantley rounded out the top five.
Brantley also won the first heat
after setting fast time.  Dustin Beck
and Stan Beadles took the other
two heat races.

The next event at Tri-State
Speedway will be the Hoosier
Sprint Nationals on August 10th.
The feature for MSCS Sprints pays
$5,000 to win.  The winged 305
Race Saver Sprints and UMP
Open Wheel Modifieds will also be
on the program. Provided as News
and Information for Tri-State
Speedway.
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