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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL – I love
the smell of octane in
the morning. It means
another racing season
is ready to take the
green flag.

The offseason
was a time to rebuild

cars and optimism. Crewmen and
drivers took much-needed
vacations, far away from the
routine of appearances, au-
tograph sessions and press
conferences. Team owners
worked to fill their social cal-
endars for the next two
weeks at the Daytona Inter-
national Speedway. And
fans dug through drawers to
find their favorite racing T-
shirts.

The longest professional sports
season starts around Valentineʼs
Day and ends a weekend before
Thanksgiving. Itʼs a grueling sched-
ule of early-morning flights, long
nights in the shop and endless
hours at the racetrack.

But nobody complains.
This will be an especially impor-

tant year for NASCAR. Itʼs working
to dig itself from a hole created by
years of out of control spending, a
lack of focus to its core fans and a
race-team hierarchy thatʼs becom-
ing far too exclusive. The late, great
Lewis Grizzard was right when he
said, “Life is like a dogsled team. If
you ainʼt the lead dog, the scenery
never changes.”

That applies in stock-car racing,
too. For much of the 2019 season,
teams were looking at the rear
bumpers of the Joe Gibbs Racing
cars. With half the wins (19) and
three teams in the Final Four for
the championship, that didnʼt leave
a lot for the rest of the competition.

A new season, however, brings
a renewed belief success will be
spread across the board a little
more evenly.

When you think of the greatest
Daytona 500s, you canʼt help but
think of Richard Pettyʼs last-lap mir-
acle in 1979 when leaders Cale
Yarborough and Donnie Allison
crashed – and later fought – in Turn
3. 

Or how about Darrell Waltripʼs
only victory in the Great American

Race in 1989 or Dale Earnhardtʼs
sole trip to Victory Lane in 1998.
And thereʼs Derrike Copeʼs improb-
able victory in 1990, along with
Ward Burtonʼs stunning win in 2002
and Trevor Bayne driving the Wood
Brothers back to Daytona 500
prominence for the first time since
David Pearson crossed the finish
line at 10 mph in 1976 after crash-

ing with Petty 300 yards
short of the checkered
flag. Also, you had Austin
Dillon sparking fond
memories of Earnhardt
by driving his grandfa-
therʼs No. 3 Chevrolet to
the 2018 victory.

Benny Parsons
once told me, “Youʼre a
Daytona 500 winner, that
lasts forever.”

There are so many storylines to
follow this year. Is there any reason
to believe the Gibbs teams wonʼt
dominate again? Will Stewart-Haas
Racing continue its steady im-
provement? Will a new Chevrolet
help Hendrick Motorsports and
Richard Childress Racing get back
in the fast lane? And which little
team can break through to stran-
glehold currently held by a select
few at the top?

And will Jimmie Johnson bounce

back and win his eighth champi-
onship ahead of his retirement at
the end of the season?

At the same time, it will be curi-
ous to see how NASCAR reacts to
a change of direction. The sanc-
tioning body readily admits it failed
to listen to the cries of its most-loyal
fans with new cars and a schedule
thatʼs needs a shakeup. It promised
to put “stock” back into stock-car
racing. Much like it did in the 1970s

and ʻ80s, the sport realizes it will
have to rebuild much of its fan-
base. Admitting there was a prob-
lem was a significant first step.

For now, all is good. Teams are
at Daytona for the Busch Clash all-
star race and qualifying for the Day-
tona 500. They will come back next
week for the biggest race on the
schedule – the Daytona 500.

Like a lot of other fans, I canʼt
wait.
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All Charged Up and
Ready to Go:

A New Racing Season
is Upon Us
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Itʼs THAT time of
year. All of the series
banquets are over.
The groundhog has
made his annual ap-
pearance to forecast
the weather. Off-sea-
son planning for the
upcoming NASCAR
events with all the
photo shoots, press
kits, and media infor-
mation about your par-
ticular team and driver
are complete. Itʼs time

to start a new season.
While the NASCAR

schedule for the three
major divisions of rac-
ing – Cup, Xfinity, and
Trucks – has experi-
enced changes in re-
cent years, one
constant is the begin-
ning of each season.
The annual February
trip to Daytona Beach,
Florida for Speedweeks
is a tradition that I hope never
changes. The final race, as well as
other events during the season,
may shuffle dates and location.
But, the opening of the season at
Daytona International Speedway is
an event that every team, driver,
crew, and race fan anxiously looks
forward to each and every year.

Just as going to Daytona to
begin each NASCAR season for
the three premiere divisions,
changes often bring increased en-
thusiasm for many drivers and
teams. Not only the annual moving
of drivers from team to team, but
rule changes for the different man-
ufacturers and series are finally put
to the test of actual racing compe-
tition.

The first weekend of Speed-
weeks at Daytona will provide an
interesting look at the Cup Series
cars and teams. After several days
of practice, qualifying for the Cup
Series Daytona 500 will be held
next Sunday at noon (ET). Then,
the always-exciting Busch Clash
will be held next Sunday afternoon.

Busch Beer returns as the spon-
sor of the annual clash this season
after a brief absence. After several
different sponsors and formats, the
Busch Clash returns to provide the
first actual race for twenty cars on
the 2.5-mile DIS. The format this
year will be a 75-lap race (187.5
miles). The first segment will be 25
laps, with the final stage a 50-lap
shootout. Who competes in the

Busch Clash you ask?
The Clash field is made up of

2019 Cup Series Pole Winners, for-
mer Clash winners who competed
fulltime in ʼ19, former Daytona 500
winners who competed fulltime in
ʼ19, former Daytona 500 pole win-
ners, and drivers who qualified for
the 2019 Cup Playoffs.

Now, letʼs take a look at some of
the major changes for the 2020
NASCAR season. Iʼll concentrate
on the Cup Series this week and
examine the Xfinity and Truck Se-
ries next week.

The first major
change will be the pre-
mier division series
name. Monster Energy
is no longer the primary
series sponsor the Cup
Series, and NASCAR
has developed a
unique program for the
title sponsorship. The
series will be known as
the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries. Four brands –

Busch Beer, Coca-Cola, GEICO,
and Xfinity – will hold Premier Part-
ner positions. Therefore, no single
company will be the sole sponsor
of the NASCAR Cup Series in
2020. Will certainly be interesting to
see how this innovative concept
works!

It wouldnʼt be the start of a new
racing season without several
major driver changes. This year is
no exception.

Three of the top Xfinity drivers in
2019 will be making the move to
the NASCAR Cup Series in 2020.

Cole Custer drove the #00 Ford
for Stewart-Haas Racing in the
Xfinity Series last year. This sea-
son, Custer will pilot the #41 Ford
for SHR in the Cup Series. Custer

brings nine Xfinity wins and three
years experience in the series with
him to the #41 Ford.

Christopher Bell will move from
the #20 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota in
the Xfinity Series to the #95 Leav-
ine Family Racing Toyota in Cup for
2020. Bell has 16 Xfinity wins in the
past three years. Not only will Bell
move to Cup, but Crew Chief Jason
Radcliff will make the move with
Bell. The potent Bell/Ratcliff team
could be a contender for the victory
lane and a possible playoff berth.

Tyler Reddick is the third mem-
ber of the Xfinity Series “Big Three”
to make the move to Cup this sea-
son. Reddick, the two-time Xfinity
Series Champion with two different
teams, will move from the #2
Chevrolet from Richard Childress
Racing in the Xfinity Series to the
#8 RCR Chevy in Cup. Along with
two titles, Reddick brings momen-
tum from six victories last season
to his new Cup ride. He will surely
battle Custer and Bell for the Cup
Rookie crown this season.

Several current NASCAR Cup
Series drivers made changes for
2020 as well.

Chris Buescher moves from the
#37 JTG Daugherty Racing team to
the #17 Roush Fenway Racing
Ford for 2020. Itʼs a sort of home-
coming for Buescher as he piloted
a Roush car to the 2015 Xfinity title
before moving to Cup. Buescher
has one Cup victory (Pocono) and
will look to contend for a playoff

spot.
One of the most talked about

driver changes for 2020 has been
Matt DiBenedetto. In 2019,
DiBenedetto drove for Leavine
Family Racing in the #95 Toyota.
This year, the 28-year old will pilot
the famed #21 Wood Brothers Ford
in the Cup Series. DiBenedetto re-
placed the retiring Paul Menard in
the legendary ride. Donʼt be sur-
prised if this new partnership has a

fantastic season.
I mentioned earlier that Cole

Custer would be driving the #41 for
Stewart-Haas Racing this year.
Daniel Suarez piloted the #41 last
year and will move to the #96
Gaunt Brothers Racing Toyota
team in ʼ20. In his 108 Cup starts,
Suarez has eight top-fives and 32
top-ten finishes. The Gaunt Broth-
ers team will race fulltime in the
Cup Series for the first time.

Ricky Stenhouse will be on the
move in 2020 as well. Formerly the
driver of the #17 Ford for Roush
Fenway Racing for seven seasons,
Stenhouse will drive the #47
Chevrolet for JTG Daugherty Rac-
ing in ʼ20. The veteran racer won
two Xfinity titles (2011-12) with
Roush and won twice in his Cup
playoff season of 2017.

As is customary most seasons,
crew chief changes are becoming
the rule rather than the exception.
This year is no different.

Stewart-Haas Racing made sig-
nificant changes in their crew chiefs
this season. Mike Bugarewicz
moves from the #14 to the #10
Ford. Johnny Klausmeier moves
from the #10 to the #14 SHR Ford.
And, Mike Shiplett moves from the
#00 SHR Xfinity team to the #41
with Cole Custer.

Penske Racing also shook up
their men atop the pit box. Todd
Gordon will move from the #22
Penske Ford to the #12. Jeremy
Bullins will move from the #12 Ford
to the #2 Penske team. And, Paul
Wolfe will move from the #2 to the
#22 Fords.

Perhaps one of the biggest
changes on the pit box will be at the
#19 Toyota team at Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing. James Small, lead engineer for
the #19 team in 2019, will replace
the retiring Cole Pearn as Crew
Chief for Martin Truex Jr. in ʼ20.

These are only a few of the
many personnel changes in the
garage area. Richard Childress
Racing has shuffled Justin Alexan-
der and Randall Burnett to new
teams. Jerry Baxter moves to
Richard Petty Racing. Luke Lam-
bert goes from RCR to Roush, and
Brian Pattie from the #17 Roush
team to the #47 at JTG Daugherty.

As the old saying goes “Some
things change, some remain the
same”. New faces in new places.
Everyone begins this week with the
hope of hoisting the NASCAR Cup
Series Championship trophy in
Homestead in November. Oh wait,
make that ISM Speedway in
Phoenix!

Best of luck to all the teams for
2020. Now, letʼs wave that green
flag and race into turn one!
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL – Daytona
International Speed-
way and Anheuser-
Busch announced
today that for the first
time since 1997,
Busch Beer will return
as the title sponsor for
The Clash At DAY-
TONA on Sunday,

Feb. 9 at 3 p.m. The exhibition race
will return to its original iconic name
– Busch Clash At DAYTONA.

Anheuser-Buschʼs history in
NASCAR dates back to 1978,
when it sponsored the Busch Pole
Award, and the Busch Clash At
DAYTONA debuted the following
year in 1979. Following the 1997
Busch Clash, Anheuser-Busch

continued sponsorship of the exhi-
bition event with its Budweiser
brand through 2011. But after a
couple of name changes, the leg-
endary race name is now back on
this fan-favorite event.

“Busch Beer will forever be
linked to the history of The Clash
and we are thrilled to welcome
them back as we collectively drive
excitement for the start of the 2020
season,” Daytona International
Speedway President Chip Wile
said. “Our brand-loyal fans have
been awaiting Buschʼs return to
The Clash for years and we expect
this will rekindle memories and help
set the stage for the next genera-
tion of NASCAR fans.”
The Busch Clash (3 p.m. ET on
FS1, MRN Radio and SiriusXM

NASCAR Radio) will return in 2020
as a 75-lap/187.5-mile exhibition
event featuring 20 drivers. The ex-
clusive field is limited to 2019
Busch Pole Award winners; past
Busch Clash champions who com-
peted full-time in 2019; former
DAYTONA 500 champions who
competed full-time in 2019; former
DAYTONA 500 pole winners who
competed full-time in 2019 and
2019 NASCAR Cup Series Playoff
drivers.

“Becoming a NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Premier Partner afforded us
the opportunity to evolve our pres-
ence in the sport, and authentically
connect our deep-rooted history in
NASCAR to its future,” said Nick
Kelly, vice president partnerships,
beer category and community, An-
heuser-Busch. 

“Weʼre looking forward to enjoy-
ing the Busch Clash with all the
fans whoʼve waited, and asked, for
the return of the original race
name.”

The return of the Busch Clash At
DAYTONA highlights Busch Beerʼs

position as a NASCAR Cup Series
Premier Partner, announced earlier
this month. As a Premier Partner,
Busch Beer, will continue to acti-
vate across the sport through its
exclusive sponsorship of the Busch
Pole Award and will be featured
prominently in multiple platforms
across the sport, including integra-
tions in broadcast, NASCAR digital
and social channels, in-market pro-
motions and at-track activations.
Busch Beer is joined as a NASCAR
Cup Series Premier Partner by
Coca-Cola, GEICO and Xfinity.

The Busch Clash (Feb. 9, 3 p.m.
ET on FS1, MRN Radio and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio) will return
in 2020 as a 75-lap/187.5-mile ex-
hibition. The field is limited to 2019
Busch Pole Award winners; past
Busch Clash champions who com-
peted full-time in 2019; former
DAYTONA 500 champions who
competed full-time in 2019; former
DAYTONA 500 pole winners who
competed full-time in 2019 and
2019 NASCAR Cup Series Playoff
drivers.
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Here are the 20 drivers eligible:

1. Aric Almirola One Busch Pole Award in 2019
2. Ryan Blaney One Busch Pole Award in 2019
3. Alex Bowman Former Daytona 500 Pole Winner
4. Clint Bowyer One Busch Pole Award in 2019
5. Kyle Busch One Busch Pole Award in 2019
6. Kurt Busch Former Clash Race Winner
7. William Byron Five Busch Pole Awards in 2019
8. Austin Dillon Three Busch Pole Awards in 2019
9. Chase Elliott Four Busch Pole Awards in 2019

10. Denny Hamlin Three Busch Pole Awards in 2019
11. Kevin Harvick Six Busch Pole Awards in 2019
12. Daniel Hemric One Busch Pole Award in 2019
13. Jimmie Johnson One Busch Pole Award in 2019
14. Erik Jones 2019 Cup Series Playoffs
15. Brad Keselowski Three Busch Pole Awards in 2019
16. Kyle Larson One Busch Pole Award in 2019
17. Joey Logano Two Busch Pole Awards in 2019
18. Ryan Newman Former Daytona 500 Race Winner
19. Daniel Suarez One Busch Pole Award in 2019
20. Martin Truex Jr. Former Daytona 500 Pole Winner



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR has ad-
justed the 2020
NASCAR Cup Series
technical package for

road courses and race tracks
measuring 1.058-miles or less in an
effort to improve racing on short
tracks and road course circuits.

Eight of the sportʼs most cele-
brated venues – from the Bristol
half-miler and Phoenix mile to the
Sonoma and Watkins Glen road
courses – will feature a new look
this season that includes a smaller
spoiler (2.75 inches vs eight
inches), smaller splitter (0.25-inch
overhang vs. two inches) and radi-
ator pan modifications. 

The sanctioning body has, for
years, been willing to adjust its
technical rules in the spirit of com-
petition and worked closely with
teams in analyzing data that sup-
ports these new rules that are
closer to the regulations of the
2018 season. 

In 2018, for example, both races
on the Bristol Motor Speedway
high-banked half-mile were de-
cided by less than a second; Kyle
Buschʼs .628-second win over Kyle
Larson in the spring and Kurt
Buschʼs .367-second victory over
Larson in the fall. 

Joey Logano edged Denny
Hamlin to the line by a scant .107-
second for his fall Martinsville
Speedway short track win in 2018
and both the 0.75-mile Richmond
Raceway trophies were determined
by less than a second: Kyle
Buschʼs .511-second victory over
Chase Elliott in the spring and his
.777-second win over Joe Gibbs
Racing teammate Denny Hamlin in
the fall.

The modifications for the short
tracks and road courses an-
nounced by NASCAR on Tuesday
will be more reminiscent of the
technical guidelines from 2018.
NASCAR is confident this package
designed for short tracks and road
courses will produce the same
compelling competition as seen on
intermediate and larger tracks last
season – which saw an increase in

green flag passing for the lead in
23 races.

“Our goal has always been to
provide the best possible racing for
our fans, regardless of venue,ʼʼ
NASCAR Executive Vice President
and Chief Racing Development Of-
ficer Steve OʼDonnell said in an-
nouncing the technical
modification.

“The 2019 Cup Series race
package delivered some of the
most exciting races on intermediate
and larger tracks that our sport has
seen, however, we felt we could
make improvements to short tracks
and road courses. 

“We believe we have found the
right balance for 2020 that will allow
teams to build off their previous
knowledge of this package and
showcase exciting side-by-side
racing at tracks of all sizes.ʼʼ

The complete list of tracks af-
fected by the new technical rules
includes: Bristol Motor Speedway,
Charlotte Motor Speedway
ROVAL, Dover International
Speedway, Phoenix Raceway, Mar-
tinsville Speedway, Richmond
Raceway, Sonoma Raceway and
Watkins Glen International.

“We ended up in a really good
place I think for short tracks and
road courses in 2020,ʼʼ OʼDonnell
said, adding, “I really applaud the
teams for working together with us
to going back to a package that we
know works. The drivers had asked
for that low downforce package as
well at the short tracks. Weʼre going
to see that.

“The fans have wanted that and
asked for it and weʼre going to de-
liver on those tracks that are out-
lined and think it will certainly make
an impact on the racing and hope-
fully be a big improvement for
2020.ʼʼ

Speedweeks Interests
Competition on the high banks: 

Defending DAYTONA 500
Champion: 2019 DAYTONA 500
champion Denny Hamlin will look to
become only the fourth driver to
win consecutive DAYTONA 500s.
The last driver to win consecutive
DAYTONA 500s was Sterling Mar-

lin in 1994-95.
In 2019, Hamlin, behind the

wheel of the No. 11 FedEx Express
Toyota Camry for Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing, captured his second career vic-
tory in “The Great American Race.”
The 2019 DAYTONA 500 win was
an emotional one for Joe Gibbs
Racing and the No. 11 team. The
organization honored Joe Gibbsʼ
late son J.D. Gibbs on Lap 11 of the
race, as crew members stood on
pit wall as a tribute. J.D. Gibbs,
who passed away the previous
month due to a neurological dis-
ease, wore No. 11 as a high school
football player and later, as a race
car driver himself. Hamlinʼs car
number: 11.

If Hamlin wins a third DAYTONA
500 (he also won in 2016 – beating
Martin Truex Jr. to the line by 0.01
seconds, the closest margin in
event history), he would join Dale
Jarrett, Jeff Gordon and Bobby Al-
lison in the exclusive three-time
DAYTONA 500 champion club.

The Champ returns: Fresh off
winning his second NASCAR Cup
Series championship in 2019, Kyle
Busch begins his title defense in
2020 searching for his first DAY-
TONA 500 win on his 15th attempt.
Busch, who drives the No. 18
M&Mʼs Toyota Camry for Joe Gibbs
Racing, finished second in last
yearʼs DAYTONA 500 behind team-
mate Denny Hamlin.

Final Full-Time Season for
Jimmie Johnson: Seven-time
NASCAR Cup Series champion
Jimmie Johnson, who has won two
DAYTONA 500s in his career
(2006, ʼ13), will compete in the first
race of his 19th and final full-time
NASCAR season in the DAYTONA
500.

The 44-year-old Johnson from
El Cajon, California., won an un-
precedented five consecutive
NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onships from 2006-10, while also
winning the season title in 2013
and 2016. Richard Petty and Dale
Earnhardt are the only other drivers
in NASCAR history to win seven
championships. Johnson has 83
career NASCAR Cup Series wins,
all in the No. 48 Chevrolet, which
ties him for sixth on the all-time
wins list with NASCAR Hall of
Famer Cale Yarborough.

New Faces: Christopher Bell,
Cole Custer, Tyler Reddick, Quin
Houff, Brennan Poole and John
Hunter Nemechek make up a tal-
ented NASCAR Cup Series rookie
class for 2020. The last driver to
win the DAYTONA 500 in their first
start was Trevor Bayne in 2011.

Both Reddick and Houff have
one start each in the Cup Series at

DIS – last year Reddick finished
27th in the DAYTONA 500 and
Houff 37th in the Coke Zero Sugar
400.

And while Hunter Nemechek
may be a rookie, heʼs got plenty of
familiarity with Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway. The 22-year-old
Nemechek, whose father Joe is
also a NASCAR Cup Series driver,
has been to every DAYTONA 500
since he was born.

Brendan Gaughan to com-
plete NASCAR career in 2020:
Veteran NASCAR driver Brendan
Gaughan is scheduled to finish his
driving career in a four-race super-
speedway NASCAR Cup Series
schedule in 2020 that kicks off with
the DAYTONA 500. Gaughanʼs top
finish in “The Great American
Race” was 11th in 2017.

Bluegreen Vacations to Spon-
sor Duel Races: Bluegreen Vaca-
tions is the new title sponsor for the
Duel on Thursday night, Feb. 13.
The race now known at the Blue-
green Vacations Duel At DAYTONA
is a pair of qualifying races that set
positions 3-40 for the DAYTONA
500.

Multiple Drivers Vying for a
Spot in the DAYTONA 500: This
yearʼs edition of “The Great Ameri-
can Race” will include a number of
drivers who must earn a spot in the
starting lineup either through their
qualifying time during Sundayʼs
DAYTONA 500 Qualifying Pre-
sented By Kroger or by racing their
way in based on their finish in their
Bluegreen Vacations Duel At DAY-
TONA qualifying race on Feb. 13.
The list of drivers not guaranteed a
spot in the DAYTONA 500 is ex-
pected to include Daniel Suarez,
Brendan Gaughan and former
Coke Zero Sugar champions David
Ragan and Justin Haley.

USAC.25 Returns for Third
Consecutive Year: USAC.25 na-
tional season will kick off at Day-
tona International Speedway with
the event returning to the infield
during DAYTONA Speedweeks
Presented By AdventHealth. This
will be the third time the USAC.25
series has raced at the "World Cen-
ter of Racing." A 1/20th of a mile
long tri-oval racetrack will be tem-
porarily constructed on a paved
section inside the DIS infield.

Daytona Beach Half
Marathon: There will be races of
the two-foot variety during the first
weekend of DAYTONA Speed-
weeks Presented By AdventHealth.
The Beachinʼ It 5K kicks off activi-
ties on Saturday, Feb. 8 on the
beach followed by the Lap the
Track 5K and the Daytona Beach
Half Marathon on Sunday, Feb. 9. 
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- In an emotional cere-
mony Friday night at
the Charlotte Conven-
tion Center, two cham-
pion drivers at
NASCARʼs highest
level; the owner who
fielded cars for both of
them; one of the hard-
est chargers in the his-

tory of the sport; and the crew
chief/engine builder who guided
that driver to victory in the 1980
Daytona 500 all took their places in
the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

Ushered into the Hall were
three-time NASCAR Cup cham-
pion Tony Stewart, 2000 champion
Bobby Labonte, five-time champion
car owner Joe Gibbs, 19-time Cup
winner and beloved broadcaster
Buddy Baker and 19-time race-win-
ning crew chief Waddell Wilson.

Introduced by driver Corey La-
Joie, Wilson was the first member
of the class of 2020 to be inducted.

The fourth crew chief ushered
into the NASCAR Hall of Fame,
Wilson turned wrenches for a wide
array of NASCAR stars, including
Baker and fellow NASCAR Hall of
Famers Bobby Allison, Cale
Yarborough, Darrell Waltrip and

Benny Parsons. 
In his second start with Baker,

and his second start as a crew
chief at NASCARʼs highest level in
1980, Wilson guided Baker first to
the Daytona 500 pole and then to
the race win. Baker led 143 of the
200 laps and took the checkered
flag under caution ahead of Allison,
the only other driver on the lead
lap.

Eleven years later, Wilson got
his final victory as a crew chief in
the spring race at Darlington with
driver Ricky Rudd.

“Well, I have plenty of stories
about races and individuals that I
could share with you all, but I donʼt
want to tell my stories,” said Wil-
son, who was inducted by daugh-
ter Lisa Hawkins and sons Gregg
and Freddie Wilson. “What I want
to do is to thank all of the people
that helped me throughout the
years.

“I have been blessed to work
with some of the best and most tal-
ented people in NASCAR, and I will
always be grateful.”

Known as NASCARʼs “Gentle
Giant,” Baker was the second
member of the class of 2020 to be
enshrined, with sister Susie Baker
accepting the induction for her

brother, who passed away in 2015.
With a heart and passion for the
sport commensurate with his 6-
foot-6 frame, Baker ran his first
race at Columbia (S.C.) Speedway
in 1959 and his last at Talladega in
1992.

In between, he won 19 times in
NASCARʼs premier series, the first
victory coming in the fall race at
Charlotte Motor Speedway in 1967.
Baker had a predilection for the big
races on the larger tracks, and
numbers among his wins the 1970
Southern 500 at Darlington, the
1972 Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
and the 1980 Daytona 500.

Baker went to Victory Lane four
times at Talladega, NASCARʼs
largest oval, and swept both races
there in 1975. The Gentle Giant
was especially adept at qualifying,
as his 38 poles attest. He is cred-
ited with mentoring Ryan Newman,
currently foremost among active
Cup drivers with 51 poles.

Appropriately, it was Newman
who introduced the late driver, who
was also known as “Leadfoot.”

“The only thing faster than his
wit was his speed in a race car,”
Newman said of the man whose
177.602 mph speed record for the
Daytona 500 still stands. “…Once
he got out front, no one was getting
by him.”

Joe Gibbs, the third member of
the Class of 2020 to enter the Hall,
capped more than two decades of
excellence with his fifth Cup cham-
pionship in 2019, courtesy of driver
Kyle Busch. The victory of the No.

18 Toyota in the season finale at
Homestead-Miami Speedway was
the second for the elite driver, and
it completed a season in which Joe
Gibbs Racing drivers won a record
19 of 36 points races.

Gibbsʼ induction into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame also had a
bittersweet aspect, since it came
barely more than a year after the
death of his son, J.D. Gibbs, who
was integral in building JGRʼs suc-
cess as president of the organiza-
tion. J.D. Gibbs passed away on
Jan. 11, 2019.

J.D.ʼs brother, Coy Gibbs, per-
formed the induction honors, after
an introduction by JGR drivers Kyle
Busch and Denny Hamlin—and a
video appearance by former Presi-
dent George W. Busch. Gibbs, who
coached the NFL Washington Red-
skins to three Super Bowl wins, is
the first person to be inducted into
both the NFL Hall of Fame (1996)
and the NASCAR Hall of Fame. 

“Whatever he puts his mind to,
he achieves it, whether itʼs winning
the Super Bowl, Daytona 500,
NASCAR Championship or just
being a great family member,”
Hamlin said of the man known sim-
ply as “Coach.” “Iʼm proud to have
raced my entire career for a man
Iʼve looked up to my entire life.”

All told, Gibbs has accumulated
176 Cup victories as a car owner—
third behind the 268 of Petty Enter-
prises and the 256 of NASCAR Hall
of Fame owner Rick Hendrick—
and fielded the cars for Labonteʼs

(Continued on Next Page…)
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The living legends named to the NASCAR Hall of Fame sit for the 2020 portrait. The 2020 class of inductees sit front and center, Joe
Gibbs (4th from the left), Tony Stewart, Bobby Labonte and Wadell Wilson. (STREETER LECKA/GETTY IMAGES photo)
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championship in 2000 and for two
of Stewartʼs three titles, in 2002
and 2005. 

Gibbs also has been a prolific
winner in the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries, with his drivers having won
165 races and two championships,
with Kyle Busch in 2009 and Daniel
Suarez 2016.

“We had 17 people our first
year,” Gibbs recalled of his initial—
and successful—plea for sponsor-
ship to Norm Miller of Interstate
Batteries. “At that point, JGR was
born. I was so nervous coming
from football over to racing. How
were we going to be accepted, the
family, everybody? 

“I just want to say big thanks to
everybody here. The NASCAR
family—just unreal. I want to say to
the France family: thanks for your
guidance, leadership and the way
you accepted us. The fans, the fel-
low competitors, all you guys… that
meant so much to us as we took off
in racing.

“The problem was, youʼve got to
win.”

Thatʼs exactly what Gibbs did.
After a barren inaugural season in
1992, he fielded the race-winning
car for Dale Jarrett in the 1993 sea-
son-opening Daytona 500.

Current Roush Fenway Racing
driver Chris Buescher introduced
Labonte, a fellow Texan.

Labonte, the fourth member of
the 2020 class inducted Friday
night, follows his brother, Terry
Labonte, into the NASCAR Hall of
Fame—becoming part of the sec-
ond “brother act” to earn that dis-
tinction, the first being Glen and
Leonard Wood. Years earlier, with
his Cup championship in 2000,
Labonte became the first driver to
win titles in what is now the
NASCAR Xfinity Series (1991, with
his family team) and in NASCARʼs

premier division.
Labonte won 21 Cup races and

26 poles during a career that
spanned 26 years. His most prolific
period came in the 1999 and 2000
seasons, when he collected nine of
his 21 victories. During his champi-
onship season, Labonte took the
checkered flag in the vaunted
Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. Labonte developed an
obvious fondness for Atlanta Motor
Speedway, where the claimed six
of his 21 wins.

Terry Labonte, a member of the
class of 2016, inducted his brother.

“To be inducted along with leg-
ends, to be added to the Hall with
the previous inductees and to be a
part of NASCAR, Iʼm very, very
grateful,” Bobby Labonte said.
“From as early as I can remember,
there were two things I did as a kid.
I raced quarter midgets in South
Texas, and I watched my brother
race. 

“I idolized him. So, after all these
years, I stand before you, following
in my brotherʼs footsteps. Iʼm even

wearing the same tie he wore on
his induction night.”

Stewartʼs long-time hero, A.J.
Foyt, provided an introductory
video, citing Stewartʼs accomplish-
ments in a wide variety of racing

disciplines, but concluding with the
statement, “But you know, Tony,
you could never beat me.”

Stewart-Haas Racing driver
Kevin Harvick followed with an in-
troduction from the stage.

Stewart, Friday nightʼs final in-
ductee, earned two of his three
NASCAR Cup titles with Gibbs be-
fore embarking on a partnership
with Gene Haas to form Stewart-
Haas Racing in 2009. In 2011,
Stewart won five of 10 Playoff
races, including the season finale
at Homestead, to claim his final
championship in a tiebreaker over
Carl Edwards.

The quick-witted Stewart retired
from full-time Cup racing in 2016

after winning his 49th and final
event at Sonoma Raceway that
same year. As a co-owner with
Haas, he fielded Harvickʼs champi-
onship-winning car in 2014. Since
its inception, Stewart-Haas has ac-
cumulated 55 Cup wins and 53
poles.

Stewart said he felt honored to
be one of such a small number to
become a NASCAR Hall of Fame
member.

“Iʼm not old ... or, at least, I donʼt
feel like Iʼm old,” said Stewart, who
was inducted by Haas. “Iʼm still rac-
ing. In fact, Iʼm racing now more
than I ever have in the past. And in
my mind, the NASCAR Hall of
Fame is there to honor the comple-
tion of oneʼs career...

“But in the eight months since
being nominated to this yearʼs
class, Iʼve come to appreciate what
an honor it is. Iʼm one of just 55
people to be inducted into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame. And, con-
sidering that NASCAR has been
around for more than 70 years, I
think thatʼs pretty much nuts for me

to be here. It truly is an elite group,
and itʼs incredibly humbling to be a
part of it.”

Edsel Ford II, great-grandson of
Henry Ford and current board
member of the Ford Motor Com-
pany, received the Landmark
Award for Outstanding Contribu-
tions to NASCAR from NASCAR
Chairman and CEO Jim France
and Vice Chairperson of the Board
of Directors of NASCAR Lesa
France Kennedy. 

At the NASCAR Hall of Fame
dinner that preceded the induction
ceremony, long-time broadcaster
Dick Berggren was honored with
the Squier-Hall Award for NASCAR
Media Excellence.

Coach Joe Gibbs receives his HOF navy blue blazer during the
2020 NASCAR Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. (MATT
THACKER/NKP photo)

New inductee Bobby Labone (left) receives his HOF ring from his
brother Terry Labonte, another Hall of Famer. (RUSTY JAR-
RETT/NKP photo)

Always the quick witted Tony Stewart jokes with the crowd after
being inducted into the 2020 NASCAR HOF. (RUSTY
JARRETT/NKP photo)



TOLEDO, OH -
The ARCA Menards
Series has announced
a change to its cham-
pionship points format,
aligning the series
point structure with
those in NASCAR as
well as the ARCA
Menards Series East
and West, formerly
known as the
NASCAR K&N Pro

Series.
Under the new system, a race

winner will earn 43 points plus a
three-point bonus for winning the
race for a total of 46 points, second
would earn 42 points with a one-
point per position interval through
the remainder of the field. There
will be a one-point bonus for win-
ning the General Tire Pole via qual-
ifying, and one-point bonuses for
leading a lap and leading the most
laps, meaning the maximum a
driver could score by sweeping an
event is 49 points.

Previously, the ARCA Menards
Series used a format that awarded
235 points to a race winner, 220
points for second, and then a five-
point interval per position through-
out the field. Five bonus points
were available for winning the Gen-
eral Tire Pole via qualifying, for
leading a lap, and leading the most
laps, meaning a driver could earn a
maximum of 250 points per race.

“Entering our third year as
NASCAR property and now as the
sanctioning body for the ARCA
Menards Series East and West, we
felt it was time to align our points
system to fall more in line with the
other national series,” said ARCA
president Ron Drager. “The one-
point-per-position points format has
led to some great championship
battles since it was implemented,
and we are looking forward to see-
ing how it plays out in the ARCA
Menards Series in 2020.”

As it has been in the past, ARCA
will award teams points for com-
peting in each five-race segment
within its 20-race season. In 2020,
those segments are scheduled to
end at Charlotte, Lucas Oil Race-
way, Watkins Glen International,
and at the season finale at Kansas
Speedway. Any driver or owner at-
tempting to compete in each of the
five races per segment will earn a
50-point bonus, with any driver or
owner entering and competing in all

twenty races earning the maximum
200 bonus points. The same sys-
tem will apply, for the first time, in
the ARCA Menards Series East
and West as well.

The battle for the 2020 ARCA
Menards Series championship
kicks off with the Lucas Oil 200
Driven by General Tire at Daytona
International Speedway on Feb. 8.
The race will be televised live on
FS1 starting at 4:30 pm ET. The
ARCA Menards Series East opens
its season on Monday, February 10
at New Smyrna Speedway and the
ARCA Menards Series West opens
with the Star Nursery 150 at The
Bullring at Las Vegas Motor Speed-
way on Thursday, Feb. 20.

2020 ARCA Menards
Series Season Kicks
Off with 2-Day Test at
Daytona International

Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Hailie

Deegan and Riley Herbst are two
of the 40 drivers at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway this weekend
for the ARCA Menards Series two-
day test – the kickoff of the 2020
season as they prepare for the sea-
son-opening 57th annual Lucas Oil
200 Driven By General Tire on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8, at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway.

Following a successful 2019
season where she ran full time in
the K&N Pro Series West and cap-
tured four top 10s in six starts in the
ARCA Menards Series, Deegan will
be driving the No. 4 DGR-Crosley
Racing Ford full time in the ARCA
Menards Series in 2020.

Deegan, who was recently an-
nounced as a developmental driver
for Ford Performance, will be
spending her second weekend in a
row at “The World Center of Rac-
ing,” this time in a stock car facing
the high banks of DAYTONA. Last
weekend she was in a sports car,
participating in The Roar Before the
Rolex 24 in preparation for her first
start in the BMW Endurance Chal-
lenge on Jan. 24

“Itʼs really been a bucket list
thing,” Deegan says of driving at
DIS. “Iʼve been coming here for
years, coming to every DAYTONA
500. Now to be driving on this track
where so many famous and leg-
endary drivers have been racing,
itʼs been an eye opener to how

great this track is and how great
this sport is.”

Herbst, who drives part time in
the ARCA Menards Series for Joe
Gibbs Racing, set the fastest lap of
the morning session behind the
wheel of the No. 18 Toyota Camry.
Herbst returns to Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway for his third year
and hopes to improve on his finish-
ing position in the Lucas Oil 200
Driven By General Tire.

“Daytonaʼs a great track,” Herbst
said. “I love coming here. Iʼm look-
ing forward to hopefully getting a
better finish than 10th – for some
reason we got 10th both times in
the ARCA race, but Iʼm looking to
get the win this year.”

Fastest of the Day: Connor Hall,
driver of the No. 22 Chad Bryant
Racing Ford, posted the fastest lap
of Day 1 of testing with a lap of
181.046 mph/49.711 seconds.

Tickets for the 57th annual
Lucas Oil 200 Driven by General
Tire, the 62nd annual DAYTONA
500 and all other DAYTONA
Speedweeks Presented By Ad-
ventHealth events can be pur-
chased online at
daytonainternationalspeedway.com
or by calling 1-800-PISHOP. Fans
can stay connected with Daytona
International Speedway on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat, and by
downloading Daytona International
Speedwayʼs mobile app.

MAVTV Set to
Broadcast 12 Races

for 2020 ARCA
Menards Series

CORONA, CA - With its recently
announced three-year extension to
remain the majority broadcast part-
ner of the ARCA Menards Series,
MAVTV has announced that it will
provide exclusive live broadcast

coverage of 12 events during the
20-race championship heading into
the 2020 season. As part of these
dozen races, the Motorsports Net-
work will showcase seven stops of
the new 10-race Sioux Chief Show-
down being introduced for 2020, in
which the best drivers of the ARCA
Menards Series, as well as the
ARCA Menards Series East and
West, converge for a super series
of the most promising stock car tal-
ent in America.

MAVTVʼs 12-race broadcast
schedule will kick off Sunday, April
19, with action from the half-mile,
33-degree-banked Salem Speed-
way in Salem, Indiana. Following a
second live broadcast from famed
Michigan International Speedway
on Friday, June 5, MAVTV will
showcase nine consecutive races
throughout the heart of season next
summer. The final MAVTV broad-
cast will take place on Saturday,
September 26, under the lights at
Memphis International Raceway in
Millington, Tennessee. This will not
only serve as the penultimate stop
on the 2020 schedule, but also the
inaugural Sioux Chief Showdown
championship race.

"With an action-packed lineup of
races from some of the most excit-
ing racetracks in America, from su-
perspeedways and road courses,
to door-banging short tracks and
dirt ovals, MAVTV will showcase
the best of what the ARCA
Menards Series has to offer in
2020,” stated Jason Patison,
MAVTV Programming Director.
“ARCA has been a great partner
and weʼre very happy to continue
the relationship. The addition of the
Sioux Chief Showdown provides
another layer of compelling compe-
tition, which makes for a height-
ened sense of aniticpation for the
12-races coming to the Motorsports
Network.”
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Letʼs Go Racing!
FasTrack Racing Journal is back to

bring you all the action from asphalt to
dirt track racing.

Visit www.fastrackracingjournal.com to
read every issue including past issues

of our e-magazine!!

Run a short track? Send your stories and
photos to fastrack01@aol.com and we will

put them in the paper!



MOORESVILLE,
NC - The CARS Super
Late Model Tour will
introduce an all new
touring program for
the 2020 season. The
“Super Six” program is
a touring loyalty pro-
gram dedicated to
teams receiving addi-
tional financial and

promotional benefits for participat-
ing full time on the CARS Super
Late Model Tour in 2020. The pro-
gram is modeled after the highly
successful Touring 12 program for
the Late Model Stock tour that has
seen car counts sky rocket over the
last two seasons.

The “Super Six” program for
Super Late Models is a touring loy-
alty program that will consist of six
Super Late Model teams that plan
to compete in every points event
for the 2020 season. Multiple ben-
efits of the “Super Six” program will
include: $100 savings per set of
tires purchased at the track each
race, $150 cash travel bonus at
each event, two complimentary
race tickets to all CARS SLM Tour
points races, and multiple other fi-
nancial and promotional benefits
throughout the year.  

In order for teams to participate
in the “Super Six” program, CARS

SLM Tour teams must sign an
agreement to participate in all reg-
ular season races and complete
driver license, owner license, and
annual race entry by March 3,
2020. Drivers will be required to
have their name and likeness used
on CARS Tour branding, and must
be committed to participate in lim-
ited driver appearances throughout
the season, along with running a
special throwback scheme at the
Throwback 276 set for August 1,
2020. Drivers who are eligible for
the Rowdy Manufacturing Super
Challenge are not eligible for the
Super Six program. 

“Ever since we introduced the
Touring 12 program for Late Model
Stocks, the Super Late Model guys
have expressed the desire to have
a similar program. It is something
that weʼve really thought about and
wanted to do, we just needed to
see the support from the competi-
tors. After a very good year with
Super Late Models we fell that the
2020 season is the right time to see
if we can start building a program
like this, “explained CARS Tour Se-
ries Director, Chris Ragle. “We
have to get six teams that want to
build and invest in each other. That
is the key to growing this program
and the series for Super Late Mod-
els. I really hope teams will respond

to this program, thereʼs no other se-
ries I can think of that does addi-
tional compensation for
participating, and that is what this
program is design for. It is about
participation and not performance.”

Teams wanting to apply for the
inaugural Super Six program can

do so by visiting www.carsracing-
tour.com and clicking the “Super
Six” application banner located in
middle of the siteʼs home page.   

For additional information on the
CARS Late Model Stock Tour and
the CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com.

CA
RS

 T
ou

r CARS Super Late Model
Tour Introduces

“Super Six” Touring
Program in 2020

ROSEVILLE, CA -
Bill McAnally Racing
today announced that
Lawless Alan has
joined the teamʼs
lineup to compete in
NASCARʼs ARCA
Menards Series West
this year.

The 19-year-old
Los Angeles native
will drive the No. 12
AUTOParkit / NGK
Toyota Camry.

Alan brings with him a diverse
racing resume that began with
competition in Legend Cars. In
2018, he won the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series champi-
onship in the late model division at
Irwindale Speedway, where he held
the track record. He went on to be-
come the TA2 Rookie of the Year
for 2019 in the Trans Am Series.

"Itʼs great to have Lawless join
the BMR team,” said BMR Presi-
dent Bill McAnally. “We had the op-
portunity to work with him in a
couple of NASCAR K&N races last
year and we are pleased to have
him back for a full season in 2020.

We feel he has a lot of potential.”
Alan joins a BMR roster that in-

cludes Giovanni Scelzi, Jesse
Love, Gracie Trotter and Holley
Hollan. Plans call for the drivers to
run the full schedule in the ARCA
Series West.

“I drove for BMR and Toyota at
Sonoma last year and we were re-
ally competitive,” Alan said. “Billʼs
success year after year speaks for
itself. From the mechanics in the
shop putting together great equip-
ment to the crews at the track, itʼs
just a great team atmosphere and
Iʼm fortunate to get to be a part of it.
I know with BMR and Toyota I will
have the car I need to compete for
wins and the championship.”

The teamʼs race-day crew will
be headed by well-known West
Coast car builder and crew chief
Gary Collins.

His sponsor AUTOParkit, is a di-
vision of Dasher Lawless Automa-
tion, whose specialization is the
design, manufacturing, construc-
tion and operation of fully auto-
mated parking structures. Go to
www.autoparkit.com for more infor-
mation.
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INDIANAPOLIS,
IN - The 2019 Cham-
pion Racing Associa-
tion Powered by
JEGS Awards Ban-
quet, which was pre-
sented by Shepherd
Insurance, was held
Friday night at the
Crowne Plaza Indi-
anapolis Downtown at

Union Station. The top six in 2019
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS points, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance points, Voreʼs Weld-
ing & Steel CRA Late Model
Sportsman Powered by JEGS
points Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stocks Powered by JEGS points
and Victory Custom Trailers CRA
Junior Late Models points were all
honored at the banquet along with
several special awards.

Similar to the top levels of racing
now and all major sports, CRA uti-
lized a regular season of events
again in 2019 to determine those
who were eligible to compete in the
post season for the championship.
The final four scheduled races
were utilized as the playoffs or
Chase.  Prior to the start of the final
four races, the top 8 teams in Wins
(then Points) that have attended
70% of the events were eligible for
the Chase. Prior to the seasonʼs
final Championship event, the Reg-
ular Season Points Champion and
the top 3 Chase Teams in Wins
(then points) during the Chase and
were at all Chase events, raced for
the season championship event in
each division, with the highest fin-
ishing team in that event declared
the seasonʼs champion.

Greg Van Alst was officially
crowned the 2019 ARCA/CRA
Super Series Champion, his sec-
ond season back with the series
after coming back to race full-time
with the series in 2018. Jack
Dossey III was officially crowned
the 2019 Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year, he was fourth in
the series Championship battle and
picked up his first ever series win in
the series season opener at Ander-
son Speedway in April. 

Van Alst was the 2019 Sunoco
Race Fuels Sportsman of the Year
Award winner for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. Championship con-
tender Hunter Jack Racing and

Owner Brent Jack were honored as
the winner of the 2019 Darrell Teal
Outstanding Dedication Award for
their dedication to CRA during the
entire 2019, even after the tragic
loss of a teammate early in the sea-
son. Wimmer Motorsports was
awarded the 2019 Outerwears
Crew Chief of the Year Award for
the second straight season, Chris
Wimmer and Travis Sauter were
the Crew Chiefs for series runner
up in 2019 points Josh Brock. 

Dan Leeck was officially
crowned the 2019 JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance Champion, it was his
second Championship with the se-
ries joining Dossey III and Cody
Coughlin as series two-time Cham-
pions. Jaden Cretacci was honored
as the VDL Fuel Systems Rookie of
the Year Award winner. 

Trever McCoy was the 2019
Sunoco Race Fuel Sportsman of
the Year Award winner for the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour. Team
Chick Racing with driver Mandy
Chick and car owner Steve Chick
were honored as the winner of the
series 2019 Dedication Award for
traveling the most of any team
competing full time with the series
in 2019. 

Zachary Tinkle was honored as
the 2019 Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Champion, he
was also the series Triple Crown
Champion and the Late Model
Champion and Rookie of the Year
at Anderson Speedway in 2019.
Brian Demland was honored as the
2019 Rookie of the Year Award
winner for the series.    

Veteran Central Indiana racer
Kent Carson was honored as the
CRA Late Model Sportsman
Chewʼs Garage and Performance
Sportsman of the Year Award win-
ner. 20017 series Champion Billy
Hutson was awarded the series
2019 Dedication Award for his ded-
ication in coming back from serious
damage at an event in August to
win the next series event at Win-
chester Speedway and be in the
final four drivers to compete for the
series Championship. 

Jake McElfresh was honored as
the 2019 Van Hoy Oil CRA Street
Stock Champion, his first ever CRA
Championship. Dallas Frueh was
awarded the 2019 Rookie of the
Year Award for the series. 

J.J. Schafer was awarded the
2019 Chewʼs Garage and Perform-
ance Sportsman of the Year Award
for the CRA Street Stocks. Frueh
Racing, with driver Dallas Frueh
and owner Walter Frueh, were
awarded the series 2019 Dedica-
tion Award, for their hard work with
the series during their first year rac-
ing with the series and traveling
from Illinois to compete with the se-
ries. 

Chase Burda was officially
crowned the inaugural Victory Cus-
tom Trailers CRA Junior Late Model
Champion. Katie Hettinger was
awarded the 2019 Chewʼs Garage
and Performance Sportsman of the
Year Award for the series. Wilhelm
Racing, with owners Danielle and
Andy Wilhelm were awarded the
series 2019 Dedication Award for
fielding two cars with the series in
2019 for sons Zach and Luke. 

In all over $132,000 in cash and
product awards were distributed to
the 30 CRA teams represented at
the 2019 CRA Awards Banquet
Presented by Shepherd Insurance.

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.

Jerico Performance
Products to Continue

Support of CRA
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials and Jerico Performance
Products representatives have an-
nounced that Jerico Performance
Products has agreed to continue its
support of CRA and its JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Performance and
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS for the 2020 season.  

Jerico Performance Products
will continue to sponsor the Jerico
Performance Products Fast Quali-
fier Award with the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour for the upcoming 2020
race season. The Jerico Perform-
ance Products Fast Qualifier Award
will award each JEGS/CRA All-Star
Tour regular events Fast Qualifier
with a $100 cash bonus and the
Fast Qualifier of the Master of the
Pros 150 event with a $200 cash
bonus. In addition, Jerico Perform-
ance Products will award each
Jerico Performance Products Fast
Qualifier Award winner with a $100
Product Certificate.

Jerico Performance Products
will also be a Contingency Sponsor
with the ARCA/CRA Super Series
for the 2020 season. Jerico Per-
formance Products will award a
$100 Product Certificate to the 8th
place finisher and the 11th place

finisher at each series event. In ad-
dition, they will award a $500 Prod-
uct Certificate by random draw of
the top ten in final points for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series and for
the JEGS/CRA All-Star Tour at the
2020 CRA Awards Banquet.

“Jerico Performance Products is
excited to be a sponsor with CRA
and their top two series again in
2020,” remarked Kenny Shaw with
Jerico Performance Products. “We
look forward to all the great racing
this season and having Jerico in
the winnerʼs circle!” 

“We greatly appreciate Jerico
Performance Products continuing
to support CRA,” remarked Glenn
Luckett, Managing Partner with
CRA. “The Jerico name has always
stood for quality products that rac-
ers can always depend on. We look
forward to continuing our relation-
ship with Jerico Performance Prod-
ucts well into the future!”

Jerico Performance Products,
along with their owners Winchester
Capitol and New Management, are
looking forward to releasing new
products. Jerico is going to reaffirm
that they are the innovators not the
duplicators. After a long road of en-
gineering, testing & listening to the
race teams and what they are look-
ing for, their new Low Profile lighter
top center shift transmission should
completely make a splash. Jerico
Performance Products invites any-
one who would like to stop by and
see their manufacturing facility in
Concord, North Carolina, where all
their transmissions are built in
house and assembled in a clean
room environment. Champions use
Jerico!

More information on Jerico Per-
formance Products is available at
www.jericoperformance.com.

Crumrine to Provide
Van Hoy Oil CRA
Street Stock Four

Crown Series Event
Winners and

Champion Awards
SALEM, IN - Van Hoy Oil CRA

Street Stocks Powered by JEGS
officials have announced that
Crumrine Buckle Manufacturing, a
division of Crumrine Gold & Silver-
smiths, will once again award the
winners of each event in the Van
Hoy Oil CRA Street Stock Four
Crown Series with a specially de-
signed buckle that has a retail
value of $150. Crumrine Buckle
Manufacturing has provided these
special awards for several seasons
for the Van Hoy Oil CRA Street  

(Continued Next Page)
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Stocks. 
The Van Hoy Oil

CRA Street Stock
Four Crown Series will
feature four 150 green
lap events paying a
minimum of $3000 to
win. The first Four
Crown event will be at
Shadybowl Speedway
on Saturday, April
25th. The second Four
Crown event will be at
Anderson Speedway
on Saturday, June
27th. The third Four
Crown event will be at

the Indianapolis Speedrome on
Saturday, July 11th. The Four
Crown Series Championship event
will be at Anderson Speedway on
Saturday, August 15th. The Four
Crown events have been 200 laps
counting yellow flag laps in the
past, they will be 150 laps, not
counting yellow flag laps in 2020.

In addition to the individual event
winnerʼs awards, Crumrine Buckle
Manufacturing will also award the
overall Four Crown Pointʼs Cham-
pion with a specially designed
buckle. In addition to the $3000
minimum to win for each event,
there will be a Points Champion
from the four events who will re-
ceive a $1000 bonus. Second in
points will receive a $600 bonus,
third place a $400 bonus, then
there will be two $250 bonuses
from a random draw from the cars
that attended all four events. 

“We really appreciate Jeff
Lathan for getting these great
awards for the Van Hoy Oil CRA
Four Crown Series,” remarked
Glenn Luckett, Managing Partner
with CRA. “As a car owner with our
Street Stocks, Jeff understands
that racers compete for the win-
nerʼs trophies and the special
awards like Crumrine is providing
for the Four Crown Series. Iʼm sure
these awards will give our racers a
little more incentive to get Four
Crown wins and the Champi-
onship!” 

Crumrine Gold & Silversmiths is
one of the world's largest and most
progressive manufacturers of belt
buckles, jewelry and accessories.
Crumrine began as a small jewelry
manufacturer in Santa Ana, Califor-
nia in 1948. Founded by Charles
and Marjorie Crumrine, the opera-
tion grew to become Orange
County's largest custom jewelry de-
sign, production and repair busi-
ness.

The Crumrine family relocated
the company to Reno, Nevada in

the fall of 1979. Then nestled
against the Sierra Nevada Moun-
tains in the Comstock silver mining
region, Crumrine continued in the
legacy of hand crafted products
made in the U.S.A. 

In the fall of 2007, M&F Western
Products based out of Sulphur
Springs, Texas purchased Crum-
rine Manufacturing. Since then, the
company has continued in the
hand crafted practices with produc-
tion facilities in Mexico. They now
market and distribute its products in
territories in the continental U.S.
and around the world.
Each buckle still receives the same
hand craftsmanship, hand finishing
and hand inspection that went into
the company's earliest products. By
using the latest tooling and manu-
facturing techniques, Crumrine
maintains its long-standing edge in
the categories of engraving depth,
detail, luster of finish and overall
merchandise selection.  More than
ever, Crumrine products are syn-
onymous with the word "keep-
sake".

Throughout its 67+ year history,
the company has successfully
maintained several important oper-
ating philosophies. The most no-
table of these is the company's
continued use of the finest quality
manufacturing materials available -
without compromise. In addition,
Crumrine is committed to the type
of professional customer service
that ensures real accountability.
Crumrine also continues to focus
its new product development ef-
forts on creating original styles and
designs, with the promise of meet-
ing the latest fashion trends. Last
but certainly not least, is Crumrine's
commitment to the lifestyles it
serves.

More information on Crumrine is
available on their web site at
www.crumrineonline.com.

Rowdy Manufacturing
to Continue

Sponsorship of
ARCA/CRA

Super Series Fast
Qualifier Award

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS of-
ficials have announced that Rowdy
Manufacturing has agreed to con-
tinue their sponsorship of the
Rowdy Manufacturing Fast Quali-
fier Award with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS for
the 2020 season, the 24th season
of competition for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series. 

“We are very excited to continue

our sponsorship with the
ARCA/CRA Super Series for the
2020 season,” remarked Rowdy
Manufacturing General Manager
Cody Glick. “This is a great pro-
gram that will award the Fast Qual-
ifier of every event and offers a
great year end award for one lucky
driver! Rowdy had a great 2019
season and we are looking forward
to continuing that success in 2020!”

“We greatly appreciate Rowdy
Manufacturing continuing to sup-
port the ARCA/CRA Super Series
again in 2020,” remarked R.J.
Scott, Managing Partner with CRA.
“Itʼs great to have a company like
Rowdy Manufacturing supporting
our racers at every event this sea-
son. We look forward to working
with them throughout the season!” 

The Rowdy Manufacturing Fast
Qualifier at the Redbud 400, the
Winchester 400 and the All Ameri-
can 400 will receive a $500 cash
bonus from Rowdy Manufacturing.
The Rowdy Manufacturing Fast
Qualifier at the Money in the Bank
150, the Battle at Berlin 251and the
Jennerstown Speedway event will
receive a $200 cash bonus from
Rowdy Manufacturing. The Rowdy
Manufacturing Fast Qualifier at the
series regular 100 and 125 lap
events will receive a $100 cash
bonus from Rowdy Manufacturing. 

Each time a driver is a Rowdy
Manufacturing Fast Qualifier Award
winner during the 2020 season,
their name will go into a drawing
that will be held at the All American
400, the driverʼs name that is draw
at the All American 400 Drivers
Meeting on Sunday will receive the
cost of a bare Rowdy Manufactur-
ing Chassis off a Rowdy Manufac-
turing Rolling Chassis.

Rowdy Manufacturing, founded
by 2015 and 2019 NASCAR Cup
Series champion Kyle Busch and
co- owned by Justin Oertel, is a
racecar manufacturer based in
Mooresville, North Carolina. In
2018, Busch combined forces with
Oertel, whom purchased Hamke
Racecars & Parts the same year,
bringing two of the most successful
manufacturers in the country to-
gether as one.

Since its inception in 2016,
Rowdy manufactured chassisʼ
have won numerous races from
coast-to-coast including the Snow-
ball Derby (2017 and 2018), the
Winchester 400 (2017), the Winter
Showdown (2018), the Redbud
300 (2018), the Short Track U.S.
Nationals (2018), and the Battle at
Berlin 251 (2019). Hamke Race-
cars & Parts, which was originally
founded by Robert Hamke in 1981,
has been trusted for the last 37

years by many notable drivers that
have competed, and racked up
many race victories and champi-
onships across the country using
Hamke chassis. More information
is available on Rowdy Manufactur-
ing at www.rowdymfg.com. 

2020 ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by

JEGS Schedule
Released

SALEM, IN - Champion Racing
Association Powered by JEGS has
officially released the 2020 Sched-
ule for the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Powered by JEGS. The
ARCA/CRA Super Series 2020
season will consist of 14 total
races, with 11 of those being point
events. 2020 will be the 24th sea-
son of competition for the Template
Super Late Model touring series
that first raced in 1997. 

"We are really excited about the
2020 schedule with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series," remarked R.J.
Scott, Managing Partner of CRA.
"Our 24th season will provide our
drivers with a great variety of chal-
lenging races on some of the best
racetracks in the nation, with some
of the most prestigious late model
events in the country!"  

CRA will continue the Chase for
the Championship format for deter-
mining a series champion for the
2020 season. The playoff format
has produced more teams compet-
ing for a championship in every
CRA division since CRA started
using that format in 2017.  

The 2020 racing season kicks
off with the traditional non-points
opener for both the ARCA/CRA
Super Series and the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour with CRA SpeedFest
2020 at Watermelon Capital
Speedway in Cordele, Georgia on
Saturday-Sunday, January 24th &
25th. The ARCA/CRA Super Series
race will be a 200-lap event, count-
ing yellow flag laps up to lap 175.
This event has traditionally at-
tracted the best Super Late Model
drivers from both the North and the
South in this early season battle. 

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
will then kick off its 2020-point sea-
son on Saturday, April 18th at An-
derson Speedway, located in
Anderson, Indiana, with a 125 lap
event, the first of two events on the
fast quarter mile oval that has
hosted more series events than
any other track. 

The series will then head to the
famous Fairgrounds Speedway in
Nashville, Tennessee for a 100-lap
event on Sunday, May 3rd. The 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

event will be a co-
sanctioned event with
the Southern Super
Series and the CARS
Tour and the race pro-
gram will include a
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour event.

The series will
then head to Bristol
Motor Speedway as
part of the huge
Fourth Annual Short
Track U.S. Nationals,
an event that will be
co-sanctioned by the
Southern Super Se-

ries and the CARS Tour on Satur-
day, May 30th. That event will be a
100 lap, $10,000 to win event again
in 2020. 

On Monday, June 8th the series
will head to Berlin Raceway, in
Marne, Michigan for the $20,000 to
win Money in the Bank 150. This
will be a special non-points CRA
sanctioned event again in 2020. 

The series stays in Michigan for
its next event at Flat Rock Speed-
way on Saturday, June 20th, a
track that has produced some great
series racing.

The series will then visit Jenner-
stown Speedway for the first time
and the first ever series event in the
state of Pennsylvania over July 4th
Weekend. CRA will co-sanction the
200 lap $20,000 to win event with
the CARS Tour on Saturday, July
4th. There will also be a
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour event as
part of the program that weekend.

On Monday, July 13th the series
returns to Anderson Speedway for
the famed Redbud 400. The event
returned to a Monday event in 2018
and will be held the Monday after
the NASCAR Cup Series event at
Kentucky Speedway. 
The series will head back to Kala-
mazoo Speedway located just out-
side of Kalamazoo, Michigan, for a
special Wednesday night event on
August 5th. More details on this
event will be released at a later
date. 

The series will stay in Michigan
for the $20,000 to win Battle at
Berlin 251 event on Saturday, Au-
gust 15th at Berlin Raceway. That
event will once again be a combo
points event for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series, the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour and the Berlin Raceway
Super Late Models. This event will
be the first Chase event for the se-
ries.

The series will then make its first
of two visits to the famous High
Banks of Winchester Speedway lo-

cated in Winchester, Indiana for the
traditional World Stock Car Festival
over Labor Day Weekend, with the
feature event on Monday, Septem-
ber 7th. This event will be the sec-
ond Chase event for the series. 

The series will then visit Toledo
Speedway on Saturday, Septem-
ber 19th for a $5,000 to win 100 lap
event, as part of the famed Glass
City 200, which will also include a
100 lap event for the outlaw-bodied
ARCA Late Models. That event will
be the third Chase event for the se-
ries. 

The ARCA/CRA Super Series
will crown their 2020 Tour Cham-
pion with the 49th running of the
prestigious Winchester 400 on
Sunday, October 11th, in its second
visit of the season to Winchester
Speedway.

The series will be part of the
famed All American 400 Weekend
at Fairgrounds Speedway
Nashville on Sunday, November
1st. This will be a co-sanctioned
non-points event with the Southern
Super Series and the CARS Tour. 

For more information about all
five-touring series within Champion
Racing Association Powered by
JEGS, please go to the series web-
site at: www.cra-racing.com. You
can also follow CRA on Facebook
at: www.facebook.com and search
for "Champion Racing Association"
as well as Twitter at:
www.twitter.com/CRAracing. 

2020 JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour

Schedule Released
SALEM, IN - Champion Racing

Association Powered by JEGS has
officially released the 2020 sched-
ule for the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by Chevrolet Per-
formance. The JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour 2020 schedule will consist of
14 races, 12 of those are point
events, and two non-point special
events. 2020 will be the tenth sea-
son of competition for the crate late
model touring series sanctioned by
Champion Racing Association. 

"We are really excited about the
2020 schedule with the JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour," remarked Glenn
Luckett, Managing Partner of CRA.
"We have a great mix of events on
the schedule, with some new high-
profile events that will challenge
our drivers throughout the season
and provide some great racing for
our fans!"  

CRA will continue the Chase for
the Championship format for deter-
mining a series champion for the
2020 season. The playoff format
has produced more teams compet-

ing for a championship in every
CRA division since CRA started
using that format in 2017.  

The 2020 racing season kicks
off with the traditional non-points
opener for both the ARCA/CRA
Super Series Powered by JEGS
and the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
with CRA SpeedFest 2020 at Wa-
termelon Capital Speedway in
Cordele, Georgia on Saturday-
Sunday, January 24th & 25th. The
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour race will
be a 125 lap four tire event, count-
ing yellow flag laps up to lap 100.
This event has traditionally at-
tracted the best Pro Late Model
drivers from all around the country. 

The JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
will kick off its 2020-point season
on Saturday, April 25th at Flat Rock
Speedway located in Flat Rock,
Michigan. This will be the seriesʼ
first ever event at the historic quar-
ter mile, the series was scheduled
to start its 2019 points season their
last season, but weather forced a
reschedule, then a cancelation of
the rescheduled event. 

The series will head to the
famed Fairgrounds Speedway in
Nashville, Tennessee for the first of
three events at that historic facility
in 2020 on Saturday, May 2nd. The
ARCA/CRA Super Series will also
be in action that weekend in
Nashville. 

At the end of the month, the se-
ries will head south to Bristol Motor
Speedway as part of the huge
Fourth Annual Short Track U.S. Na-
tionals event on Saturday, May
30th. That event will be a 100 lap,
$5,000 to win event again in 2020.

The series will then return to An-
derson Speedway, in Anderson, In-
diana on Saturday, June 13th, the
track was added back to the series
schedule in 2019 after racing there
from 2011 through the 2016 sea-
son. 

4th of July weekend will see the
series visit Jennerstown Speedway
for the first time and the first ever
series event in the state of Penn-
sylvania. The series will have a 100
lap, $5,000 to win feature in con-
junction with a $20,000 to win
ARCA/CRA Super
Series and CARS
Tour 200 lap event
on Saturday, July
4th. 

The JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour
schedule is then
highlighted by a
return visit to Fair-
grounds Speed-
way Nashville for
the famed
CRA/Masters of

the Proʼs 150 on Saturday, July
18th, this will be the first time this
event has been contested at that
track. 

The series will then visit Baer
Field Motorsports Park, located just
south of Fort Wayne, Indiana on
Saturday, August 1st for a 100-lap
event.  

Michigan will be up next with a
visit of the JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour to Berlin Raceway for the
tourʼs only stop there in 2020. That
event will once again be a combo
points event for the ARCA/CRA
Super Series, the JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour and the Berlin Raceway
Super Late Models. 

The series will stay in Michigan
for a return to Birch Run Speedway
for a 100-lap event on Saturday,
August 29th. This event will be the
first Chase for the Championship
event for the series. 

The Labor Day tradition is up
next as the series will head to the
legendary 1/2-mile-high banks of
Winchester Speedway in Winches-
ter, Indiana on Sunday, September
6th to kick off the famous World
Stock Car Festival on Labor Day
Weekend. That event will be the
second race of the series Chase.  

The series will then be the fea-
tured event at Fall Brawl 2020 at
Lucas Oil Raceway just outside of
Indianapolis, Indiana on Sunday,
September 20th, the third event of
the series Chase. 

The JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
will crown their 2020 Tour Cham-
pion at Winchester Speedway as
part of the 49th Annual Winchester
400 Weekend on Friday, October
9th in its second visit of the season
to Winchester Speedway. 

The series will make itʼs third
stop at Fairgrounds Speedway
Nashville to close out the 2020
season with a special non-points
event as part of the famed All
American 400 Weekend. More de-
tails on that event will be released
at a later date. 

For more information about all
four touring seriesʼ within Cham-
pion Racing Association, please go
to www.cra-racing.com.
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The news hit hard
Thursday afternoon. In
a week when
NASCAR will be cele-
brating its newest Hall
of Fame class, it must
also say goodbye to
one of its most cher-
ished competitors,
John Andretti.

Andretti, 56, of
Bethlehem, Pa., died
of colon cancer on

Thursday. But it is the way he lived
and the way he ultimately helped
others live that will be remembered
most about this great racing talent.
He won races for legends on leg-
endary race tracks and made a
name for himself as one of the
most versatile competitors in the
sport.

And he was always, one of the
“nice guys” – a pleasure to speak
with, to share a laugh with, to mar-
vel at.

Andretti Autosport, which is run
by Johnʼs cousin Michael Andretti,
released a statement Thursday af-
ternoon: “It is with the heaviest of
hearts we share that John Andretti
has today lost his battle with can-
cer. John was a loving husband
and father, a devoted son and a
trusted cousin. He was a philan-
thropist, an advocate for the sport,
a dedicated teammate, a driven
competitor and most importantly, a
dear friend."

Andretti is survived by his wife
Nancy and children Jarrett, Olivia
and Amelia.

The son of Aldo Andretti, Mario
Andrettiʼs twin brother, John An-
dretti was a master of the “compe-
tition” – any car, any venue - at a
time most modern-day drivers were
beginning to focus their competitive
efforts in only one form of racing. 

In 1989 Andretti won the Rolex
24 at Daytona co-driving with
sportscar greats Bob Wollek and
Derek Bell and a decade later –
won a six-hour IMSA race at
Watkins Glen (N.Y.) in 2001 team-
ing with NASCAR star Kyle Petty.

He won the 1991 IndyCar sea-
son-opener at Australia. And in
1993, advanced to the Top Fuel
dragster semifinals in his very first
National Hot Rod Association race
– marking his debut by beating
drag racing legend Joe Amato in
the opening round. 

In 1994, Andretti became the
first driver to attempt the “Memorial

Day Double” – competing in both
the Indy 500 and Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs Coca-Cola 600 on the
same day. He finished 10th at Indy
but his car suffered a mechanical
problem in the NASCAR half of
“The Double” and he did not finish
the Charlotte race. 

Better times were ahead how-
ever. He won two of NASCARʼs
premier Cup Series races in a 10-
year fulltime Cup career, fittingly
driving for a pair of NASCAR Hall
of Famers. His 1997 July win at
Daytona International Speedway
came for Cale Yarborough. Andretti
was driving for Richard Petty in his
1999 win at Martinsville (Va.)
Speedway.

And, it is noteworthy to add, An-
dretti had all this racing success
while also managing to earn a
Business Management four-year
college degree from Moravian Col-
lege in his native Pennsylvania. 

As his many accomplishments
display, Andretti was versatile,
driven, and ready for a challenge.
But he went about things with a
calm spirit. In interviews with the
media he was funny, always smil-
ing yet exceedingly humble about
his resume. He never wore his di-
verse successes on his sleeve. And
he always, always loved talking
about his children. 

Andretti made his familyʼs racing
dynasty proud, contributing in ways
unique and robust.

His uncle, legendary champion

Mario Andretti issued a statement
on Twitter Thursday, “Rest In
Peace #JohnAndretti. The best
godfather. Your passion for Motor-
sport was admirable. Always the
good ones we lose too soon.
#checkit4andretti”

NASCAR President Steve
Phelps also shared the sentiment
of the NASCAR industry: “John An-
dretti embodied the spirit of a
champion and inspired an entire
fan base through his courageous
battle with cancer. He was a fierce
competitor throughout his life, and
we are saddened by his passing.
The entire NASCAR family extends
its deepest condolences and
prayers to Johnʼs family.” 

As much as Andrettiʼs passing
will be noted within the motorsports
industry – in all the genres he com-
peted in and beyond – and by the
fans who cheered his versatility
and talent on track; his life will also
be duly noted by the people whose
lives he saved too.

When he was diagnosed with
late stage colon cancer in 2017,
Andretti was not necessarily pre-
pared to be so open about his
health situation.

However, he quickly discovered
that he had a rare, far-reaching
platform. He knew he could reach
people and encourage them to get
life-saving colonoscopies. He knew
that he could affect a change in
how people maintained their
health.

Even as he began the aggres-
sive and painful treatment and
dealt with the emotions of a cancer
diagnosis, Andretti remained
adamant about saving others. 

“I love people telling me that

theyʼre going to get a colonoscopy,
which I never thought that would
ever be in my vocabulary," Andretti
said with a laugh, addressing re-
porters in May, 2017 shortly after
sharing his diagnosis and begin-
ning his quest to help save others.

His talent behind the wheel
made him an example in auto rac-
ing. His commitment to making a
difference has made him an exam-
ple in life. 

A longtime supporter of the Riley
Hospital for Children, Andretti had
seen plenty of illness and suffering.
And he also saw the upside of
treatment and learned the impact of
being proactive. That became his
mission. It was something he had
power to affect.

Teams put stickers on their race
cars throughout the last two sea-
sons – “#checkitforandretti.” 

Andretti came to the 2019 Brick-
yard 400 at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway and in the minutes be-
fore the Drivers Meeting was to
start, a long line of people walked
over to greet him. The handshakes
were hearty and the hugs were
tight. The smile never left his face.
He was upbeat and truly enjoying
the time in that setting. The rever-
ence toward him was real and de-
served.

It was important.
John Andretti was a “life exam-

ple” – mastering the of art of show-
ing grace under pressure and
perhaps more importantly, he knew
how to show grace when there was
no pressure. It was just the right
way to be.

For racers and for all of us.
There is no finer legacy.

Thank you John.
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m Former NASCAR Driver
John Andretti Passes Away

at the Age of 56

John Andretti passed away at the age of 56 after battling colon cancer. He leaves behind a legacy of
racing talent, humanitarianism, and being a devoted to his family. (Tom Pidgeon/Gety Images photo)



BARBERVILLE,
FL - A new decade of
World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series racing be-
gins Feb. 7-9 during
the DIRTcar Nationals
at Volusia Speedway
Park.

After an epic con-
clusion to the 2019
season, which saw
Brad Sweet edge 10-

time Series champion Donny
Schatz by four points for the title,
The Greatest Show on Dirt is gear-
ing up to start the 2020 season with
the same level of excitement.

The three-day season opener at
Volusia Speedway Park in Bar-
berville, FL will set the stage for the
rest of the year with several teams
looking to build upon their 2019
season, others looking to improve
it and a couple of new teams look-
ing to make their mark in the Se-
ries.

Here is what to expect at the
DIRTcar Nationals and beyond for
the 2020 World of Outlaws NOS
Energy Drink Sprint Car Series
season.

BUILDING MOMENTUM: Sev-
eral full-time World of Outlaws
teams retain their same crew from
the 2019 season into this year, al-
lowing them to further build upon
the momentum created last sea-
son.

After Brad Sweet and Kasey
Kahne Racing started their 2019
championship run with two top-five
finishes at the DIRTcar Nationals,
the pair will target another strong
start in their quest for back-to-back
championships.

Schatz also placed in the top-
five for both races at the DIRTcar
Nationals last year but had the task
of working with a new crew chief
and crew members. Now, with a full
year together under their belt, the
Fargo, ND driver and his Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Racing
team will be able to hit the ground
running in 2020 as he searches for
his 11th World of Outlaws title and
300th career World of Outlaws win.

Jason Johnson Racing will see
the biggest change among full-time
teams this year. David Gravel re-
turns for his second year with the
team but will miss a handful of
races as heʼll also be running six
NASCAR Truck Series races this
year. The team plans to run for the

ownerʼs championship with another
driver – still to be announced – fill-
ing in for Gravel when heʼs not rac-
ing.

Daryn Pittman and Carson
Macedo are also returning to their
respective teams for a second year
this season. Pittman, of Owasso,
OK, began his tenure with Roth
Motorsports last year by winning
the DIRTcar Nationals Big Gator
and will be going for his fourth
Gator in eight years this year.
Macedo, of Lemoore, CA, earned
the 2019 Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of
the Year title with Kyle Larson Rac-
ing and will be poised to continue
his development as a top Series
driver.

Pennsylvania-based team Shark
Racing will be on the hunt to con-
tinue the head of steam it built in
2019 with Logan Schuchart win-
ning eight races – doubling his ca-
reer win total – and Jacob Allen,
again, closing in on his first Series
win.

Sheldon Haudenschild, of
Wooster, OH, and Stenhouse Jr.-
Marshall Racing return for their
third year together with NOS En-
ergy Drink as their primary spon-
sor. After impressive performances
last season, such as dominating
the Ironman 55, the team will be
one to watch this year. Hauden-
schild will also be working with Kyle
Ripper as his new crew chief. Rip-
per served as Ian Madsenʼs crew
chief last year.

Veterans Kraig Kinser, of Bloom-
ington, IN, and Jason Sides, of
Bartlett, TN, will continue to field
their own teams in 2020 as they
look to put their name on the win-
nerʼs list – which saw 19 different
winners last year – in 2020.

NEW TEAMS: When cars roll on
track for the first time at Volusia
Speedway Park, there will be two
new full-time World of Outlaws driv-
ers – rookie contenders Mason
Daniel and Wayne Johnson.

Daniel, of Springville, CA, will
field his own team with 122-time
World of Outlaws winner Danny La-
soski by his side as his mentor and
crew chief. The 19-year-old driver
has been racing Sprint Cars full-
time for two years, earning two
wins in a 360-c.i. Sprint Car. He
made nine starts with the Series in
2019, earning his best finish of 15th
at Dodge City Raceway Park.

Johnson, of Oklahoma City, OK,
has been competing mainly with

the American Sprint Car Series in a
360-c.i. Sprint Car and running a
handful of 410-c.i. Sprint Car races
for the last 10 years. Heʼs made
more than 150 starts with the World
of Outlaws throughout his career
but has never ran more than 21
races in a season. Heʼll be teamed
with TwoC Racing for the full sea-
son.

NEW EVENTS: After the DIRT-
car Nationals, the World of Outlaws
will make its trek to Texas in mid-
March, for the Friday, March 13
Cotton Bowl Speedway event and
Saturday, March 14 LoneStar
Speedway event, to continue the
2020 season. Then as the season
progresses, the Series will visit 12
new tracks to the 2020 schedule.

They include:
• Sunday, March 29 - Santa

Maria Raceway
• Friday, April 10 - Merced

Speedway
• Fri.-Sat., April 24-25 - Vado

Speedway Park
• Friday, May 1 - Lawton Speed-

way
• Saturday, May 30 - I-70 Speed-

way
• Wednesday, June 3 - I-80

Speedway
• Wednesday, June 17 - The Dirt

Oval at Route 66
• Friday, July 10 - 34 Raceway
• Friday, July 31 - Ransomville

Speedway
• Sunday, Aug. 2 - Orange

County Fair Speedway
• Saturday, Aug. 22 - Dakota

State Fair Speedway
• Saturday, Oct. 24 - Kokomo

Speedway
Tickets for the events can be

purchased at
WorldofOutlaws.com/tix. If you
canʼt make it to the race, you can
watch every event LIVE on DIRTVi-
sion.com.

World of Outlaws Set
to Star at All-New I-70

Speedway
ODESSA, MO - For the first time

in almost 40 years, the World of
Outlaws NOS Energy Drink Sprint
Car Series on May 30 will return to
I-70 Motorsports Park.

Race fans can now purchase
tickets to the exciting Missouri Out-
law Showdown,
which will see The
Greatest Show on
Dirt thrill fans at a
new state-of-the-art
facility.

The Series first
visited the I-70 venue
in the 1980s before
the track was con-

verted to an asphalt, hosting
NASCAR sanctioned races. The
track closed in 2008, but was re-
cently purchased by Chris Payne,
who revamped Heartland Motor-
sports Park in Kansas into a thriv-
ing racing facility.

Payne is turning the Odessa fa-
cility into a state-of-the-art motor-
sports park, which includes the new
dirt oval and a dragway.

The new $10,000-to-win event
will have fans at the edge of their
seats with the winged warriors of
the World of Outlaws battling to be
the first to win at the new track.

Reigning champion Brad Sweet
and his Kasey Kahne Racing team
will be on the hunt to try and win
back to back championships. He
had a record year in 2019, winning
16 races, including the Kings Royal
and his 50th career win.

Ten-time Series champion
Donny Schatz is sure to be a
threat, as heʼll be on a mission to
return to his winning ways and
claim his 11th title. He also enters
the 2020 season only six wins
away from his 300th career World
of Outlaw victory.

There will also be a large local
racing presence at the event with
Missouri-based teams, such as
Jason Johnson Racing, Mason
Daniel Racing and Brian Brown
Racing in attendance.

For Brian Brown, of Grain Valley,
MO, it would be a hometown win.
The track is only about 15 minutes
away from his shop. He always
dreamed of being able to race at
the facility.

“Iʼm excited,” Brown said. “We
donʼt get to race close to home in
front of our local sponsors too
often. Any time we can we enjoy it.
This oneʼs going to be the closest
weʼve ever ran… We never thought
this place, after it shut down, that it
would even open back up. But for-
tunately, it has and excited to bring
the World of Outlaws back to I-70.”

Grandstands will open at 4 p.m.
with Hot Laps scheduled for 6:45
p.m. and racing at 8 p.m. (CT).

Tickets can be purchased by
going to WorldofOutlaws.com/tix or
by calling 844-DIRT-TIX.

If you canʼt make it to the race,
you can watch all of the action LIVE
on DIRTVision.com.
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World of Outlaws Sprint
Cars Set to Start 2020

Season in Florida



VADO, NM - Heʼs
known as Thriller, and
on Sunday night at
Vado Speedway Park
in the World of Out-
laws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series in-
augural Battle at the
Border finale, Ro-
beline, LAʼs Cade Dil-
lard lived up to his
nickname and then
some.

With two-time and defending Se-
ries champion Brandon Sheppard
setting the pace, Dillard battled
side-by-side with three-time Series
champion Darrell Lanigan on al-
most every inch of the 3/8-mile dirt
track, then slowly pulled away from
Lanigan and closed the gap on
Sheppard as the laps began wind-
ing down.

After a caution waived with just
nine circuits remaining, a single-file
restart was Dillardʼs last chance.
Sheppard, having driven such a
versatile car all night, chose to ride
the cushion around Turn 4 on the
restart while Dillard turned his MB
Customs chassis #97 down off the
fourth corner. With the bite on the
low side, Dillard blasted by Shep-
pard into the lead at the flagstand
– one he would not relinquish, as
he turned on the jets and flat-out
ran away from his competition to
score the first World of Outlaws vic-
tory of his young career.

Overcome with emotion in Vic-
tory Lane, Series Announcer Rick
Eshelman welcomed Dillard into
the World of Outlaws winnerʼs club,
the 87th driver in tour history to join
it, but all the 28-year-old could
muster in response was, “Iʼm
speechless.”

After celebrating with his crew
and embracing the other drivers in
Victory Lane, Dillard had some time
to let it soak in, and described the
feeling of a national tour victory by
reflecting back on the heroes of the
Series he once looked up to. Now,
he stands alongside them.

“Iʼve watched these guys for a
long time, back when I was Modi-
fied racing, and dreamed of the day
of getting to race with them. Never
in a million years did I think some-
thing like this would ever happen
for me,” he said.

Dillard stayed consistent the en-
tire race, never dropping out of the
top five in the 75 laps contested.
But from the initial drop of the

green, it appeared as though Shep-
pard was going to have his way
with the field.

The Rocket-Shepp jumped out
to the lead and held it through sev-
eral restarts, including one after an
extended red-flag period for a
three-car accident in Turn 1. Bobby
Pierce was one collected in the in-
cident that went over onto his side,
made the repairs and came back
out to finish all 75 laps in tenth.

As Sheppard continued to show
the way and the laps clicked off,
Dillardʼs battle with Lanigan heated
up. The Bluegrass Bandit regained
the runner-up spot on lap 30 as Dil-
lard faded back a bit, giving up third
to Scott Bloomquist seven laps
later. Dillard rebounded on the next
lap and got it back, just a few laps
before another caution flew that
placed him on the rear bumper of
Lanigan.

“I shouldʼve picked the outside
on that restart, I let Dillard have it,”
Lanigan said. “I thought I could get
some more grip on the bottom; the
top was giving up some.”

Scrubbing the outside wall on
the restart, Dillard took the mo-
mentum line up top and it paid off
as he zoomed by the #29v to re-
gain second. Dillard completely
reeled-in Sheppard by lap 60 and
quickly put his wheelman skills on
display, going slidejob-for-slidejob
with the leader around the wicked
fast oval and bringing the fans to
the edge of their seats. Then came
the final restart on lap 67, where he
made the move that won him
$15,000.

“I didnʼt think he would mess-up
up there and I would even have a
chance to get around him, hon-
estly,” Dillard said. “Heʼs so good at
running the cushion. If it hadnʼt
been for that restart… I just had my
tires cooled off, and I felt like I fired
really good.”

From that point, Dillard put his
car on the wall all the way to the
checkered flag, holding off Shep-
pard, Lanigan, the legend Scott
Bloomquist, and Fridayʼs winner
Ricky Weiss, who started 21st.

From Sheppardʼs perspective,
he said if he couldʼve had the
restart back, he knows exactly what
he would have done.

“I would have just turned down
and came off the bottom of [turn]
four, like I did every other restart,”
Sheppard said. “It kept getting
slicker and slicker through the mid-

dle, so I didnʼt want to kill my speed
turning down across the track. But
obviously I thought wrong on that
because I needed to turn down,
and I didnʼt. I gave it away.”

Win or lose, the respect the Out-
laws have for each other off the
track shines through in the end. Dil-
lard and Sheppard are two of the
youngest non-rookie competitors
on the tour, and they always go the
extra mile to show their sportsman-
ship.

“Brandon Sheppard – heʼs prob-
ably the best there is on the cush-
ion. Heʼs probably the best there is
in general. Iʼve got a lot of respect
for them. Just to be able to pass
somebody like that, and racing with
Bloomquist, itʼs just a big dream
come true,” Dillard said.

“Cadeʼs been doing a really
great job,” Sheppard said. “He al-
ways drives us clean and we al-
ways do the same for him. Heʼs a
good guy and deserves to win. But
I feel like weʼve had the car to win
all weekend, we just havenʼt got it
done.”

Lanigan and the new Barry
Wright Race Cars / Viper Motor-
sports pairing had a solid first
weekend out in New Mexico, with
two top-five finishes to cap off the
Southwest stretch. Despite the po-
tential he felt had there been no
final caution, his veteran intellect
knows thereʼs always room for im-
provement as the season moves
forward.

“If there wouldnʼt have been that
caution… we were on Sheppard
pretty hard,” Lanigan said. “Weʼve
got something to learn, but the car
seems to be pretty good.”

Somehow, after winning a
record 18 World of Outlaws races
last year, Sheppard has now gone
11 complete races without a tour
victory. He did, however, finish sec-

ond in all three races this weekend,
and takes the points lead into an
event he absolutely dominated last
year – Volusia Speedway Parkʼs
DIRTcar Nationals. Make no mis-
take, Rocket1 Racing will be pre-
pared to defend their Big Gator title
at Florida in February.

“To come off Volusia with four
straight wins and to be going back
into there now is really exciting for
me,” Sheppard said. “My guys
worked really hard all winter to give
me a great racecar, and every-
thingʼs just clicking right along like it
did last year. So, things are looking
up.”

UP NEXT: Four straight nights of
World of Outlaws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series action com-
mences on Feb. 12 at Volusia
Speedway Park for the 49th annual
DIRTcar Nationals presented by
Bozard Ford. Donʼt miss a moment
of the moment of the action from
Barberville, FL, as the Outlaws take
on The Worldʼs Fastest Half-Mile –
get yourself a DIRTVision Fast
Pass subscription today and catch
every lap live.

Canadian Holds Off
Sheppard at Vado for

First World of Outlaws
Victory

VADO, NM - At last, the wait is
over. Ricky Weiss has finally
achieved his long-overdue goal of
becoming a World of Outlaws Mor-
ton Buildings Late Model Series
Feature winner, and he did it in
style on Saturday night, taking
home the trophy in the second
round of the inaugural Battle at the
Border at Vado Speedway Park.

Making a brilliant move for the
lead on lap 14 underneath Friday
night winner Chris Madden, Weiss 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Dillard Stuns Sheppard at
Vado for First World of

Outlaws Win

Cade Dillard celebrates in victory lane after brining home the win
the season opener at Vado Speedway Park. (Adam Mollenkopf
photo)



Continued…

drove through lapped
traffic and fended-off a
hard-charging Bran-
don Sheppard to be-
come the first
Canadian-born driver
to win a World of Out-
laws Morton Buildings
Late Model Series
Feature — now just
under two months re-
moved from his 13th
top-three finish of his
2019 Rookie of the
Year Award-winning
season when, some-
how, he went winless.

“Itʼs a great feeling, finally, to get
it accomplished,” said a jubilant
Weiss, of Headingley, Manitoba.
“Hopefully, Maddenʼs right when he
says once you get the first one, the
rest are easy and they come in six-
packs.”

Sheppard, of New Berlin, IL,
surged forward from seventh in the
30-lap race, tried to steal the win
from Weiss, and managed to hold
off Madden for his second consec-
utive runner-up finish. Madden, of
Gray Court, SC, was third after his
late-race move to catch Sheppard
came up just short.

Madden and Cade Dillard led
the field to the drop of the green
with Weiss and three-time Series
champ Darrell Lanigan following
closely behind. Sheppard soon
poked his head inside the top four
and set up a three-car battle for the
lead between himself, Weiss and
Madden inside of 10 laps.

Soon, the raceʼs only caution
flew with nine laps complete, put-
ting Weiss right on the rear bumper
of Madden. Try as he may, how-
ever, Smokey was unable to hold
off Weiss or Sheppard in the cir-
cuits that followed, as Weiss got a
great run on the inside lane out of
turn four to swipe the lead away at
the line.

“The caution came out and I
knew Sheppard was right beside
me, and I knew he was gonna give
it everything he had to get around
me. I figured if I could clear him, Iʼd
have something for Madden,”
Weiss said.

In fact, both he and Sheppard
had something for Madden, as they
lit the fire in their own battle for the
lead a few laps later, Sheppard on
the top and Weiss continuing to
hug the bottom. But even the de-
fending Series champion could not
pry the lead from Weissʼ hands as
they pressed onward into lapped
traffic. Weiss was actually forced to
switch to the topside to get around

the slower cars, which made him a
bit uneasy at first.

“When I got up to the lapped
cars, I looked up at the board and
saw lap 18, so I figured Iʼd have to
go around them sooner or later, or
I was going to get passed” Weiss
said. “It was a little nerve-wracking
going up there, because I knew it
was definitely not the preferred
lane.”

Sheppardʼs duel with Weiss
came to a boiling point on lap 22
when Sheppard tried to thread the
needle going into turn three with
Weiss and the slower car of Brent
Larson on either side. Weiss shut
the door while Sheppard slipped up
the track and said goodbye to his
last serious challenge for the lead,
as Weiss just stayed smooth and
out of trouble in the remaining laps
to get his first Series win.

Laniganʼs consistent run netted
him a fourth-place finish while 2018
champ Mike Marlar rounded out
the top five. Chase Junghans
surged forward from 16th to finish
ninth and earn the nightʼs Hard
Charger award.

In his record-setting 2019 cam-
paign as the Rookie of the Year last
season, Weiss gained a ton of ex-
perience on new tracks and made
new fans in the stands and online.

“We were finally able to go back
home for Christmas, and I had a lot
of fans calling me and contacting
me social media-wise just to say
that theyʼre proud [of me] to put
them on the map,” Weiss said.
“Being able to say that weʼre Cana-
dian, it was a pretty cool feeling
when everyone called and said
that. I was pretty humbled.”

With two races now in the
books, Weiss and Madden are now
tied for the lead in Series points
standings after a win and a third-
place for each. Interestingly
enough, Sheppardʼs second run-
ner-up finish at Vado created an
identical top-three in Victory Lane
with the winner switches for each
night.

Sheppard picked up his second
runner-up spot in two races on Sat-
urday night, driving what he said
was a very stable racecar. Heʼs
been a two-time bridesmaid al-
ready this weekend in the two 30-
lap Morton Buildings Features, and
now he gears up for 75 laps and a
chance at a $15,000 check on Sun-
day. Weiss may have gotten the
best of him earlier on in Saturdayʼs
main event, but the momentum he
and the team are building on
should fair them well in Sundayʼs
main event.

“I slipped up and [Weiss] got
back by me, then we both got by

Madden,” Sheppard said. “It just
didnʼt fall my way tonight. We had
a really good racecar, we were right
there where we needed to be.”

One of the biggest keys for suc-
cess in short track racing is doing
well in the qualifying events to start
in the Feature. Sheppard had that
down pat in 2019 and looks to use
that to his advantage again on Sun-
day.

“Weʼve got to win our Heat race
and start on the front row, that
helps a lot here,” Sheppard said. “I
know we can keep it out front and
weʼve got a few more laps tomor-
row to make something happen, so
we should be able to, hopefully, get
one spot better.”

Madden led the opening laps
and looked strong out of the gate,
and held his own inside the top
three throughout the night.

“We need to keep doing what
weʼve done the past few days. We
need to qualify well, get us a Heat
race win, or at least a second to put
us in the top-8 for the Feature. That
way, weʼre able to be within striking
distance and make our moves
when we have to. If not, maybe up
front, making for an easier time
weʼll be on the pole tomorrow and
be able to set our own pace,” Mad-
den said.

Chris Madden Scores
in Season Opener at

Vado
VADO, NM - Throughout the

final six months of the 2019 racing
season, Chris Madden showed the
entire Dirt Late Model world why he
is the hottest driver in the country
with his basket of wins in several
big-money races and other national
and regional tour events. Now only
three days into the new decade,
Madden is right back at it again,
picking up a win in the first World of
Outlaws Morton Buildings Late
Model Series Feature event of the
year on Friday night at Vado
Speedway Parkʼs inaugural Battle
at the Border.

“Itʼs pretty awesome, it definitely
keeps the momentum going,” Mad-
den said. “I definitely want to stay
consistent.”

Two-time and defending Series
champion Brandon Sheppard, of
New Berlin, IL, was gaining on
Madden in the final laps but was ul-
timately unable to catch the leader,
settling for second while Maddenʼs
fellow Team Drydene member
Ricky Weiss, of Headingley, MB,
completed the podium after an ex-
tended battle in lapped traffic.

Setting PFC Brakes Fast Time
and a new track record in Qualify-

ing, Madden was simply dominant
throughout the night. The Gray
Court, SC-native led flag-to-flag in
Drydene Heat race #1, redrew the
outside pole for the Morton Build-
ings Feature and made a great
move for the lead on Weiss down
the backstretch on lap two to kick
things off in the 30-lap main event.

A three-car battle between the
podium finishers ensued shortly
thereafter, Madden showing the
way into lapped traffic as Weiss
snuck a nose under on lap 10 and
got his second lap led in before
Madden took it right back one cir-
cuit later.

“I thought maybe I couldʼve
given Madden a little run for his
money there,” Weiss said. “I got be-
side him, just the lap cars didnʼt
play in my favor.”

The next 15 laps tightened up
the leaders as they dove head-first
into a long chain of lapped traffic
that threw everyone, including
Madden, a curveball.

“I was able to get my right-rear
fired up and get my momentum
going to pull back by Ricky on the
start,” Madden said. “Then, we
were out there holding our own and
I guess those lapped cars mightʼve
knocked the yuke tires into the in-
field, and a whole bunch of dirt and
crumbs started coming across the
racetrack, so it got pretty sketchy
then.”

Sheppard benefitted the most
from the changing terrain, getting
underneath Weiss off of Turn 4 on
lap 18 to take second at the line.
From that point forward, Sheppard
held his ground in the runner-up
spot and remained in hot pursuit of
Madden, but still felt as though he
had the car to win when the check-
ered flag dropped.

“Once we got lined-out there,
Ricky slipped up and I was able to
get to second,” Sheppard said. “I
think I had a better car than them
guys did. I stayed right on Mad-
denʼs bumper the whole time.”

Coming off of a record 18-win
season, Sheppard was used to
seeing more of the back of lapped
cars than of the leader last year,
but still showed that same intensity
Friday night as he gave chase to
Madden. That constant pressure
gave Smokey all he could handle
driving through lapped traffic in the
leadersʼ preferred lane at the bot-
tom, but he was able to persevere
and bring home his 28th career
World of Outlaws victory.

“I knew they would be there.
Anytime we catch lapped traffic and
itʼs one lane like that with a bunch
of dirt everywhere, theyʼre going to 

(Continued Next Page)

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

 M
or

to
n

Bu
ild

ing
s L

at
e M

od
el 

Se
rie

s



Continued…

catch you. I just didnʼt
need to make mis-
takes and didnʼt need
to choose the wrong
line at the wrong time,
and it worked out well
for us,” Madden said.

The Rocket Chas-
sis house car yet
again showed its
strength on the track
Friday night, but just
as most of the Dirt
Late Model world was
anticipating, Sheppard
and the Rocket1 Rac-
ing team may have

met their match this year with the
return of the Scott Bloomquist Rac-
ing machines to the full-time World
of Outlaws roster. Sheppard knew
he had a fast and versatile car, but
Maddenʼs was just a tick better
through the same parts of the track.

“We had a really good racecar, I
could drive wherever I wanted to
go,” Sheppard said. “The momen-
tum line, kind of diamond-ing the
corners off and keeping your speed
up was about the best line, and that
was what Chris and I were both
doing there, so it was going to be
hard to pass him.”

As for Weissʼ venture through
traffic, he was forced to make extra
passes to regain position after slip-
ping back a bit in the final third of
the race. His Team Drydene team-
mate Scott Bloomquist and Mike
Marlar engaged in a battle for posi-
tion that eventually reached the
bumper of Weiss and pulled him in
as they waded through slower cars.
But the 2019 Rookie of the Year
kept his cool and was able to drive
back by in the closing laps with a
car he said felt very good on the
brand-new track.

“I knew our car was real good, it
was definitely good enough to run
up front with Madden. It was ma-
neuverable, I just needed a few
breaks with the lapped cars,” Weiss
said.

New Boone Speedway
Event Keys Tour

CONCORD, NC - Iowaʼs leg-
endary Boone Speedway is known
for huge events, but the inaugural
Hawkeye 100 on May 1-2 featuring
the World of Outlaws Morton Build-
ings Late Model Series will be the
richest in track history.

The new two-day extravaganza
includes preliminary features on
Friday with a 100-lap, $30,000-to-
win, $1,000-to-start main event on
Saturday. The overall purse makes

the Hawkeye 100 one of the most
lucrative races on the 2020 tour,
which includes 51 points races over
56 dates in 16 states.

“Thereʼs so much history and
tradition at Boone, itʼs one of those
tracks everybody immediately
knows,” World of Outlaws Morton
Buildings Late Model Series Direc-
tor Casey Shuman said. “Weʼre
looking forward to adding a new
chapter to Booneʼs history by cre-
ating this unique event. Weʼve
found Friday qualifying events lead
to exciting racing for the fans, and
set the stage for Saturday night
thrillers.”

The Battle at the Border, Jan. 2-
5 at New Mexicoʼs Vado Speedway
Park, launches the 2020 campaign.
Vado and Boone are just two of
eight tracks never before seen by
the Outlaws, joining five additional
tracks that will be returning to the
schedule after at least a one-year
absence.

“Itʼs always a challenge trying to
build a fun and exciting schedule
for the fans while trying to keep the
logistics feasible for our teams,”
Shuman said. “We were able to
work with some great promoters in
2019, and I think we have added to
that in 2020 with some exciting new
venues and events. I look forward
to getting the season started in
January.”

After the 49th annual DIRTcar
Nationals presented by Bozard
Ford on Feb. 12-15 at Floridaʼs Vo-
lusia Speedway Park, the Outlaws
will continue their first Southeastern
swing of the season with a return to
Tennesseeʼs Duck River Raceway
Park on Friday, March 6 and then
the Tennessee Tipoff on Saturday,
March 7, at Smoky Mountain
Speedway. The month wraps up on
Friday, March 27, at Volunteer
Speedway in Bulls Gap, TN —

hosting its first World of Outlaws
race since 2018 — and Saturday,
March 28, at Cherokee Speedway
in Gaffney, SC.

The historic Illini 100 at Farmer
City Raceway in Illinois kicks off
springtime racing on April 3-4, fol-
lowed by a visit to a brand-new
track to the Series – Kentuckyʼs
Richmond Raceway on April 24.
This will mark the first Outlaws race
in the Bluegrass State since May
2015, when 2011 Series champion
Rick Eckert went to Victory Lane at
Ponderosa Speedway. The next
night, April 25, Brushcreek Motor-
sports Complex in Peebles, OH,
makes a return to the Series for the
first time since 2006.

May begins with Boone Speed-
wayʼs new $30,000-to-win Hawk-
eye 100 May 1-2 before a Georgia
swing at Lavonia Speedway and
Cochran Motor Speedway May 8
and 9. Ohio takes center stage next
as Moler Raceway Park in
Williamsburg, OH, returns May 15
to the World of Outlaws schedule
for the first time in just under four
years, and then itʼs back to Wayne
County Speedway in Orrville, OH,
on May 16.

The Series then heads to the
Midwest for a back-to-back show-
down at two of the most popular dirt
tracks in the region – Jacksonville
(IL) Speedway on May 29, Tri-State
Speedway in Haubstadt, IN, on
May 30.

Genesee Speedwayʼs date on
June 19 is the fifth brand-new track
to the Outlaws on the weekend be-
fore 14th annual Firecracker 100
June 25-27 at Lernerville Speed-
way.

A new Upper Midwest tour lead-
off hitter has risen to the occasion
in 2020 as the tour heads to Sey-
mour, WI, for a first-time visit to
Outagamie Speedway on July 10.

The Outlaws will then make their
third consecutive visit to Plymouth
Dirt Track the next night for the sec-
ond of six races in the Badger
State.

The Rumble in the Pines at
Grand Rapids Speedway on July
16 marks the first stop of the year in
Minnesota and the seventh brand-
new track to the Series. The 31st
annual Prairie Dirt Classic pre-
sented by Bank of Pontiac at Fair-
bury Speedway will cap off the
month of July with the newly an-
nounced $50,000 winnerʼs share in
the 100-lap finale on Saturday,
Aug. 1.

For the first time since 2009,
Beaver Dam Raceway in Wiscon-
sin is back on the Outlaws tour with
a midweek date set for Tuesday,
Aug. 4, preceding the 32nd annual
$50,000-to-win USA Nationals at
Cedar Lake Speedway on Aug. 6-
8.

Now under new management,
Fayetteville Motor Speedway will
be back with a fall date set for Sept.
4 before the return of another fast
Southeastern half-mile, Lancaster
Motor Speedway the very next
night. Pennsylvaniaʼs Thunder
Mountain Speedway on Sept. 26
will conclude the monthʼs action as
the eighth and final brand-new
track to the 2020 tour.

Cherokee Speedwayʼs second
annual Mike Duvall Memorial and
another visit to Tennesseeʼs 411
Motor Speedway will round out Oc-
toberʼs action before a champion is
crowned at the Can-Am World Fi-
nals in November.

Ticket and event information is
available at WorldofOutlaws.com.
When fans canʼt be at a race, they
can follow the entire World of Out-
laws Morton Buildings Late Model
Series season by watching on
DIRTVision. 
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Jan. 3-5  . . . . . . .Vado Speedway Park
Feb. 12-15 . . . . .Volusia Speedway Park
March 6  . . . . . . .Duck River Raceway Park
March 7  . . . . . . .Smoky Mountain Speedway
March 27  . . . . . .Volunteer Speedway
March 28  . . . . . .Cherokee Speedway
April 3-4  . . . . . . .Farmer City Raceway
April 24  . . . . . . .Richmond Raceway
April 25  . . . . . . .Brushcreek Motorsports Complex
May 1-2  . . . . . . .Boone Speedway
May 8 . . . . . . . . .Lavonia Speedway
May 9 . . . . . . . . .Cochran Motor Speedway
May 15 . . . . . . . .Moler Raceway Park
May 16 . . . . . . . .Wayne County Speedway
May 29 . . . . . . . .Jacksonville Speedway
May 30 . . . . . . . .Tri-State Speedway
June 18  . . . . . . .Stateline Speedway
June 19  . . . . . . .Genesee Speedway
June 20  . . . . . . .Selinsgrove Speedway
June 25-27  . . . .Lernerville Speedway

July 10  . . . . . . . .Outagamie Speedway
July 11  . . . . . . . .Plymouth Dirt Track
July 16  . . . . . . . .Grand Rapids Speedway
July 17  . . . . . . . .River Cities Speedway
July 18  . . . . . . . .Ogilvie Raceway
July 19  . . . . . . . .Red Cedar Speedway
July 28  . . . . . . . .Davenport Speedway
July 31-Aug. 1  . .Fairbury Speedway
Aug. 6-8 . . . . . . .Cedar Lake Speedway
Aug. 21  . . . . . . .Williams Grove Speedway
Aug. 22  . . . . . . .Sharon Speedway
Aug. 23  . . . . . . .Eriez Speedway
Sept. 4  . . . . . . . .Fayetteville Motor Speedway
Sept. 5  . . . . . . . .Lancaster Motor Speedway
Sept. 25  . . . . . . .Outlaw Speedway
Sept. 26  . . . . . . .Thunder Mountain Speedway
Oct. 2 . . . . . . . . .Cherokee Speedway
Oct. 3 . . . . . . . . .411 Motor Speedway
Nov. 5-7  . . . . . . .The Dirt Track at Charlotte

2020 SCHEDULE



WAYNESVILLE,
GA - Tim McCreadie
started off the 2020
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series with a con-
vincing win in the Rhi-
noAg Super Bowl of
Racing at Golden Isles
Speedway.  The 45-
year-old New York na-
tive was racing with a
heavy-heart as his fa-
ther, “Barefoot” Bob
McCreadie was on his
mind. The runner-up

of the 2019 Championship went to
victory lane after leading the entire
50 laps, which was his 16th career
visit to Lucas Oil Victory Lane.

The winner was challenged
briefly by Mark Whitener and
Jonathan Davenport while in traffic.
Late in the race, a timely caution al-
lowed McCreadie to pull away from
19th-place starter Brandon Over-
ton. Overton earned the Hard
Charger of the Race with a stirring
run to finish in second behind Mc-
Creadie.

McCreadie grabbed the lead at
the start of the feature and bolted
to the early lead over Davenport,
Devin Moran, and Whitener.
Whitener was the car on the move
as he came from fifth to third and
on lap seven, he overtook Daven-
port for second. Whitener was look-
ing for his first career win and
first-ever podium finish in series
competition.

As McCreadie cruised to his
first-ever win at Golden Isles
Speedway, Whitener suffered a
flat-tire on the final lap, relegating
him to a 22nd place finish. Overton,
in the Wells and Sons Motorsports
Longhorn tried to catch McCreadie
but came home in second. Bran-
don Sheppard crossed the line in
third, followed by Mike Marlar, and
the defending series champion,
Jonathan Davenport.

An emotional McCreadie com-
mented that his father has been
battling health issues and credited
his new car owners for their belief
in him. “They [Donald and Gena
Bradsher] didnʼt have to do this.
They wanted to race like this, Don-
ald has won a lot of races. For him
to say, I want to sponsor a North
Carolina team [where Longhorn
Chassis is located] and even
though you are from New York,
weʼll take you.”

“My former owners Ann and Carl
Myers were great. In fact, Sweet-
eners Plus is still on this car. Don-

ald recently lost one of his good
friends and Iʼve had issues going
on with my dad. I hope he [dad] has
turned the corner. He was cracking
jokes earlier today and if I need to
go back home, then I will. I want to
thank all of the well-wishers who
said we are thinking about you, it
means a lot to me and my family.”

Overton owns one career win at
Golden Isles Speedway and was
pleased with the effort for his new
team. “We dug ourselves into a

hole in qualifying and really didnʼt
run well in the heat. We turned it
around in the B-main and I began
to feel like we had a pretty good
car. Thereʼs a lot of people here to
watch me race and I felt like I let
them down by not getting the win.
Congrats to Timmy, I donʼt want to
take anything away from him and
his team, they work very hard as
well. I enjoy coming over here, and
hope the fans enjoyed the show.”

Sheppard said the early part of
the race played a factor in the end. 

“I was too nice out there. Thanks
to my guys for giving me a great
race car. In the early stages of the

race I couldʼve done better. Con-
gratulations to Timmy and Overton
they did a really good job tonight. I
wish I could have done better for
the team; they worked their tails
off.”

The winnerʼs Donald and Gena
Bradsher-owned Longhorn Chas-
sis is powered by a Cornett Racing
Engine and is sponsored by Mega
Plumbing of the Carolinas, Bilstein
Shocks, VP Fuels, Sweeteners
Plus, and D&E Marine.

Completing the top ten were
Devin Moran, Kyle Bronson, Jimmy
Owens, Dennis Erb Jr., and Shane
Clanton.
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Dirt Season Opener

Tim McCreadie celebrates his first ever win at Golden Isles Speedway after he raced his way to vic-
tory lane in the RhinoAg Super Bowl of Racing. (Paul Arch photo)



FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries will open its 37th
year of racing in 2020
with 18 races con-
formed for the season
and more dates to be
added as the season
opener gets closer on
March 1st at the
Cherokee Speedway
in Gaffney, SC., with
March Madness pay-
ing $12,000 to win and

$600 to start.
Thunderhill Raceway in Sum-

mertown, TN., Oglethorpe Speed-
way in Pooler, GA., Smoky Mt
Speedway in Maryville, TN., Tal-
ladega Short Track in Eastaboga,
AL., Richmond Raceway in Rich-
mond, KY., Senoia Raceway in
Senoia, GA., I-7 Raceway in
Sweetwater, TN., all have events in
2020 as they have been mainstays
with the series over the past few
years.

New tracks that have come on
board as of right now for the 2020
season include Deep South Race-
way in Loxley, AL., and Greenville

Speedway in Greenville, MS.  More
tracks and dates will be added as
the schedule in the next few weeks.

David Breazeale of Four Cor-
ners, MS., took his first Southern All
Star Championship in 2020 as
Zach Leonhardi scored the 2019
Cruise with the
Champions/Dirtondirt.com Rookie
of the year award.  Billy Franklin of
Alabaster, AL., Mark Dodson of
Caledonia, MS., and Riley Hickman
of Ooltewah, TN., rounded out the
top five in series points.

For more information concerning
the Southern All Stars contact Lynn
Acklin - General Manager: 256-
924-4546 www.sasdirt.com.

Southern All Stars
Change I-75

Raceway Date 
FAYETTEVILLE, TN - The

Southern All Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries and I-75 Raceway officials
have changed the date for its race
at the Sweetwater, TN., oval to Sat-
urday night July 11th. 

This will be the third appearance
of the series at the track it will be a
40 lap $4,000 to win event.

For more information concerning
the Southern All Stars contact Lynn

Acklin - General Manager: 256-
924-4546 www.sasdirt.com.

CASA GRANDE,
AZ - The 3/8-mile
Central Arizona
Speedway in Casa
Grande fired to life for
the first time in 2020
with Laveenʼs Stevie
Sussex racing to vic-
tory lane in the 25-lap
San Tan Ford ASCS
Desert Non-Wing
Sprint Car headliner.

While Sussex
bested the Non-Wing Sprint Car
ranks, other opening night winners
at Central Arizona Speedway in-
cluded Bud Marshall in Pure
Stocks, Kevin Souligne in
Bombers, Josh Castro in Power
600 Micro Sprints and Tuesday
Calderwood in Power 600 Re-
stricted Micros.

Sussex captured the Non-Wing
Sprint Car feature win from the third
position aboard the ABC Body
Shop No. 12 entry with Pete
Yerkovich rallying from 14th to cap-
ture runner-up honors.  Sterling
Cling climbed from ninth to fill out

the podium in third with Ryan Mur-
phy and Jonas Reynolds rounding
out the top five.

Bud Marshall made the most of
the pole starting position in the
Pure Stock feature event to take
the win over defending track cham-
pion Donald Comstock with Virgil
McArthur, Jack Lacy and Marlowe

Wrightsman rounding out the top
five while Kevin Souligne raced
from fifth for Bomber honors ahead
of pole starter John Lacy, Cory Jar-
beau, Nick Posey and Justin Wyck-
off.

In Power 600 Micro Sprint com-
petition, Peoriaʼs Josh Castro beat
Oregonʼs Ashton Torgerson to the
line for the $500 winnerʼs share
with Jake Fife, Austin Torgerson
and Eddie Hamblin also among the
top five with Tuesday Calderwood
taking the Restricted “A” Class tri-
umph in front of J.W. Henderson

and Grant Schaadt.
Central Arizona Speedway is

back in action with the Arizona Dirt
Track Tour featuring $2,000-to-win
IMCA Modifieds along with $750-
to-win for both IMCA Sport Modi-
fieds and IMCA Stock Cars next
Sunday, February 9, and Tuesday,
February 11, bookending a Monday
night, February 10, practice ses-
sion.

The next round of competition
for the San Tan Ford ASCS Desert
Sprint Cars is Saturday, February
29 at USA Raceway in Tucson,
Ariz.

2020 ASC Series
Membership Now Open

TULSA, OK - Driver and Crew
Member Registration for the 2020
season with the American Sprint
Car Series is now open.

Drivers can register for their in-
tended series online
at https://www.myracepass.com/se
ries/1846/registrations/ until July 1,
2020. The cost of Driver Member-
ship is $150.

Along with the required percent-
age of races contested to be eligi-
ble for point fund at the close of the
season (70% Regionally and 80% 

(Continued Next Page)
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Kick Off 37th Season 

2020 Southern All Star Dirt Racing
Series Schedule

March 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cherokee Speedway
March 21  . . . . . . . . . . . .Thunderhill Raceway
April 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oglethorpe Speedway
April 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
April 18  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deep South Raceway
April 24  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Smoky Mt Speedway
April 25  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Talladega Short Track
May 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Greenville Speedway
May 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Richmond Raceway
May 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senoia Raceway
June 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Oglethorpe Speedway
June 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBA
June 20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Senoia Raceway
June 27  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I-75 Raceway
July 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thunderhill Raceway
August 1st  . . . . . . . . . . .Deep South Raceway
August 8  . . . . . . . . . . . .Talladega Short Track
October 4th  . . . . . . . . . .Talladega Short Track
October 16th  . . . . . . . . .Smoky Mt Speedway
October 17th  . . . . . . . . .Smoky Mt Speedway
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Win in Central Arizona
Speedway Season Opener

Stevie Sussex celebrates in victory lane afer winning the ASCS
Desert Non-Wing Sprint Car season opener at Central Arizona
Speedway. (Ron Gilson photo)
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Nationally) a driver
must be a member be-
fore the deadline and
remain a member in
good standing. Mem-
bership Insurance is
provided by Reel
Media to all paid
members and is a
supplemental policy
good at any ASCS
sanctioned event.

Crew Members
cannot register online,
but instead by phone
to (918) 838-3777 or
mail to 1141 S. 83rd

East Ave. Tulsa, OK 74112. Crew
Members receive the same Insur-
ance coverage as Drivers. The cost
of the Crew Membership is $100.
All forms can also be turned into
the Competition Director for your
selected series.

Driver Membership can also be
done by phone or mail. Forms can
be downloaded at www.ascsrac-
ing.com/downloads. The American
Sprint Car Series does not require
a membership to compete at ASCS
events.

Questions regarding Member-
ships can be directed to the office
of the American Sprint Car Series
by calling (918) 838-3777, Monday-
Friday, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM (CT).

Memberships are not accepted
via Social Media.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series log onto www.ascsrac-
ing.com, follow on Facebook, on In-
stagram, and Twitter
(@LucasOilASCS).

ASCS Southwest
Region Set For 18
Rounds Of Action

TULSA, OK - Just over a month
away from the start of the 2020
season, the ASCS Southwest Re-
gion will see 18 rounds of competi-
tion across Arizona and New
Mexico.

Spread among six tracks in the
Union's 47th and 48th states, the
season is set to kick off with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network at Canyon
Speedway Park on Friday, Febru-
ary 28 and Saturday, February 29.

Central Arizona Speedway in
Casa Grande on Saturday, March
28, the series moves to USA Race-
way in Tucson on Saturday, April
18. The first of four nights at Ari-
zona Raceway in Queen Creek on
Saturday, May 2 the series returns

on Saturday, June 13 before end-
ing out the 2020 season with the
Copper Classic on Friday, Novem-
ber 27 and Saturday, November
28.

Making four trips into New Mex-
ico, Aztec Speedway and Vado
Speedway Park  will split those vis-
its with double-header weekends.

Aztec Speedway will see action
on Friday, June 26 and Saturday,
June 27 as well as Friday, August
21 and Saturday, August 22. Vado
Speedway Park will welcome
winged action on Saturday, May 23
and Sunday, May 24 during Memo-
rial Day Weekend then return for
Labor Day Weekend on Saturday,
September 5 and Sunday, Septem-
ber 6.
2020 ASCS Southwest Region

Schedule of Events
02/28......Canyon Speedway Park
02/29......Canyon Speedway Park
03/28 ..Central Arizona Speedway
04/18 .....................USA Raceway
05/02 ..............Arizona Speedway
05/23 ..........Vado Speedway Park
05/24 ..........Vado Speedway Park
06/13 ..............Arizona Speedway
06/26..................Aztec Speedway
06/27..................Aztec Speedway
08/21..................Aztec Speedway
08/22..................Aztec Speedway
09/05 ..........Vado Speedway Park
09/06 ..........Vado Speedway Park
10/17 .....................USA Raceway
11/07 ..Central Arizona Speedway
11/27...............Arizona Speedway
11/28...............Arizona Speedway

ASCS Mid-South
Reveals 2020 Lineup
TULSA, OK - Laying out a 16-

race lineup for the 2020 season,
the ASCS Mid-South Region will
visit eight ovals across Arkansas,
Southern Missouri, and Mississippi.

Starting things off on Saturday,
April 4, the 2020 season kicks off at
I-30 Speedway. Taking the bulk of
the 2020 lineup of events, the track
known as "Hammer Hill" will see
action seven times. Among those
seven events, four, including the
season opener, will be paired with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network.

Taking a pair of nights in 2020,
Riverside International Speedway
will go green on June 6 and July
23. Also, at two nights of racing,
Jackson Motor Speedway will wel-
come the tour on April 24 and Au-
gust 1.

Crowleys Ridge Raceway,
Greenville Speedway, Legit Speed-
way Park, Monett Motor Speedway,
and Poplar Bluff Speedway will all
see a single night of racing.

2020 ASCS Mid-South Regional
Lineup

04/04 ....................I-30 Speedway
04/25 ...Jackson Motor Speedway
05/09 ....................I-30 Speedway
06/05........Poplar Bluff Speedway
06/06.....Riverside Intʼl Speedway
06/13 ..........Legit Speedway Park
06/27 ....................I-30 Speedway
07/18 ..........Greenville Speedway
07/23.....Riverside Intʼl Speedway
07/24 ...Crowleys Ridge Raceway
07/25 ......................30 Speedway
08/01 ...Jackson Motor Speedway
08/22 .....Monett Motor Speedway
09/12 ....................I-30 Speedway
10/02 ....................I-30 Speedway
10/03 ....................I-30 Speedway

Brodix ASCS Frontier
Region Lays Out 2020

Schedule
TULSA, OK - Looking at a slate

of 17 nights of racing, the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region has laid out
its 2020 lineup of events with
shows in Montana, South Dakota,
and Wyoming.

A short season of racing be-
tween the snow-melt and the snow-
fall, the series' eighth year of
touring will begin Friday, June 5 at
Gallatin Speedway in Belgrade,
Mont. and Saturday, June 6 at Big
Sky Speedway in Billings, Mont.

Five overall stops at Gallatin
Speedway, including the Grizzly
Nationals with the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network,
Big Sky Speedway will share the
spotlight in Montana total of four
times in 2020.

A pair of trips into South Dakota,
the half-mile Black Hills Speedway
will take center stage on June 12
and July 31.

A half-dozen trips through
Wyoming will see Gillette Thunder
Speedway in action on June 13
and August 1 with Rock Springs'
Sweetwater Speedway taking a
pair of doubleheader weekends.
First, on August 7 and 8, the series
returns on September 4 and 5.

Heading the Brodix ASCS Fron-
tier Region will be Nick Whalen.
Stepping in towards the middle of
the 2019 season to help with run-
ning shows after Cary Smith
stepped away for most of the sea-
son to tend to her family, the Mon-
tana native has agreed to remain
for the 2020 season.
2020 ASCS Frontier Schedule of

Events
06/05 ..............Gallatin Speedway
06/06 ..............Big Sky Speedway
06/12..........Black Hills Speedway
06/13 ...Gillette Thunder Speedway
06/26 ..............Big Sky Speedway

06/27 ..............Big Sky Speedway
07/10 ..............Gallatin Speedway
07/11 ..............Gallatin Speedway
07/25 ..............Big Sky Speedway
07/31..........Black Hills Speedway
08/01 ...Gillette Thunder Speedway
08/07 .......Sweetwater Speedway
08/08 .......Sweetwater Speedway
08/28 ..............Gallatin Speedway
09/04 .......Sweetwater Speedway
09/05 .......Sweetwater Speedway
09/11 ..............Gallatin Speedway

ASCS Sooner Region
Sets 2020 Slate

TULSA, OK - Gearing up for the
2020 season, the American Bank
of Oklahoma ASCS Sooner Region
presented by Smiley's Racing
Products has laid out a 17-race
schedule.

For the 2020 season, the Amer-
ican Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Sooner Region will kick things off
on Saturday, April 4 at Caney Val-
ley Speedway. On track for two
nights on Friday, April 17 and Sat-
urday, April 18 the Friday affair will
be a Creek County Speedway with
Lawton Speedway on Saturday.

Five shows in May, Humboldt
Speedway, Lucas Oil Speedway.,
Heartland Motorsports Park, Red
Dirt Raceway and Creek County
Speedway.

Paired with the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network
on Saturday, August 1 at Lawton
Speedway, the series will venture
into Missouri on Saturday, August
22 for a showdown at Monett Motor
Speedway.

The season's second trip to
Heartland Motorsports Park takes
place on Saturday, August 29.

The season's final three events
begin at Caney Valley Speedway
on Saturday, October 10 with the
season finale on Friday, October 30
and Saturday, October 31 with the
Creek County Speedway Fall Fling.

2020 ASCS Sooner Region
Schedule of Events

04/04 .....Caney Valley Speedway
04/17 ....Creek County Speedway
04/18...............Lawton Speedway
05/01...........Humboldt Speedway
05/02 ...........Lucas Oil Speedway
05/16...Heartland Motorsports Park
05/29 ...............Red Dirt Raceway
05/30 ....Creek County Speedway
06/20 .....................................TBA
07/10 ....Creek County Speedway
07/11.......................81 Speedway
08/01...............Lawton Speedway
08/22 .....Monett Motor Speedway
08/29...Heartland Motorsports Park
10/10 .....Caney Valley Speedway
10/30 ....Creek County Speedway
10/31 ....Creek County Speedway
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TULSA, OK - "I'm
sorry NASCAR, I'm
sorry Daytona, but this
is the biggest effing
race I've ever won. I
hope to win Daytona
in a few weeks, but
this is badass!"

That said it all as
Kyle Larson found re-
demption from a last-

lap loss one year ago as the Elk
Grove, California native finally cap-
tured the Golden Driller in the 34th
annual Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nation-
als presented by General Tire.

Larson, in his 13th Chili Bowl at-
tempt, and ninth A-Feature appear-
ance, trailed the opening 38 laps as
Christopher Bell took the lead from
the pole.

Chasing into traffic early, the
Lucas Oil No. 01 would close to just
under a second before being
gapped by over two seconds as the
pair sliced through the back of the
field.

Caution on Lap 34, the restart
saw Larson keeping pace with Bell.
Throwing the slide job into the first
turn, Kyle wasn't quick enough as
Bell raced by on the cushion.
Slowed again three laps later, Lar-
son again kept pace with the pair
battling back and forth for the lead.

With momentum to his advan-
tage, Larson dove the bottom of the
first and second turn on Lap 39.
Sliding across the nose of the
Tucker-Boat No. 84x, Bell tried to
turn under Kyle, but the drag race
into the third turn saw Larson slam
the door on Bell to take the race
lead.

Holding off the charge through
two more cautions, the final laps
saw Bell close in, but would not
have enough time as Larson
crossed 0.801 seconds ahead of
the 2019 race winner. Making his
first championship feature event,
Monday prelim winner Cannon
McIntosh put the Keith Kunz Mo-
torsports No. 71k on the podium in
his first full weekend with the team.

Working the hub of the Tulsa
Expo Raceway, Logan Seavey
wheeled the Kevin Swindell Motor-
sports No. 39 forward seventh po-
sitions to fourth with Rick Abreu
completing the top five. Jonathan
Beason crossed sixth with 2020
Chili Bowl Rookie of the Year,
Michael "Buddy" Kofoid finishing

seventh. Having to charge from the
back of the field twice, Blake Hahn
fought to eighth to become the
night's Hard Charger. Ryan Bernal
and Tucker Klaasmeyer completed
the top five.

Saturday's races began with
double O-Features. Several drivers
made impressive runs through the
Alphabet with Chris Cochran ad-
vancing six times from the N-Fea-
ture to the I-Feature. Cale Conley,
Casey Shuman, Brayton Lynch,
and Alex Sewell all advanced
through five events. Overall, it was
the Boost Oxygen No. 11 who ad-
vance the most positions with a net
gain of 43.

The 2020 Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented by General
Tire saw an overall field of 343 driv-
ers from 40 states and six coun-
tries. The Worldwide Technologies
Raceway Flip Count ended at 77,
setting a new record for the Chili
Bowl Nationals. All drivers were un-
harmed.

The 35th annual Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire will take place January 11-
16, 2021. Information about tickets
will be posted as the information is
finalized.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General Tire, fans can
follow along on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram with @CBNationals.
All official press, updates, and re-
sults on the Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented by General
Tire can be found online
at www.chilibowl.com.

Thorson Delivers a
Thriller On Vacuworx

Qualifying Night
TULSA, OK - Four leaders,

seven official lead changes, and at
the end of Friday's Vacuworx Qual-
ifying Night; a drag race to the
checkered flag that saw Tanner
Thorson holding off Ryan Bernal at
the line for his first career prelimi-
nary A-Feature victory in the 34th
running of the Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
National presented by General
Tire.

Making the win sweeter for Thor-
son is the fact that 10 months ago,
the outlook on his career was grim
following a crash that nearly ended
his career.

"This means a lot. I didn't know if
I was ever going to be able to race
again. My parents didn't tell me
until about two months after the fact
that on one of my last appoint-
ments that the surgeon said I may
never be able to use my left arm
again.," stated, Tanner. "It was def-
initely one of the hardest times of
my life and hopefully I don' have to
do anything harder."

Chasing from fifth as Chris Win-
dom took the lead from the pole,
the race early was for second as
Ricky Stenhouse, Jr. battling with
Klaasmeyer who took the position
as the caution flew.

Race for the lead on the restart,
Stenhouse stuck the NOS Energy
Drink No. 17s to the hub to over-
take Windom off the second turn on
Lap 4. Opening his advantage to
nearly a second in two laps, the
Whelen caution shown working Lap
7.

Back to the last fully completed
lap, Stenhouse led Tanner Thorson
to the green with the Oil Fire
Whiskey No. 19 keeping step with
the Mississippi shoe. Working the
low side until Lap 8, Thorson shot
to the cushion with the lead in
sight. Adjusting up the track on Lap
10, Stenhouse held off the charge
as Tucker Klaasmeyer rolled into
the picture to battle for second.

In traffic on Lap 14, the point
changed hands working Lap 15 as
Ricky slipped off the bottom and
opened the door by Thorson, how-
ever, the caution negated the pass
as a pair of cars tangled in the third
turn.

Moving Stenhouse back to the
point as the field reverted to Lap
14, the lead was short-lived as
Ricky slammed through the cush-
ion and into the wall, in turn, three
on the restart. Thorson to the lead,
Windom took over second with
Klaasmeyer also taking a spot

away from Stenhouse.
Stalked by fifth running Justin

Grant, the No. 4a threw a massive
slide job for third, but the caution
would put him back to fifth on the
restart which saw Stenhouse sud-
denly at the mercy of a failed part
on the left rear as the car shot into
the wall.

To the final 13 laps, Windom
wasted no time going after the
lead. Slide for slide, Windom and
Thorson traded the top spot with
the pair nearly tangling in turn four
on Lap 20, opening the bottom to
Ryan Bernal who shot from fourth
the first in an instant.

Caution bringing the battle to
rest with 10 laps to run as Andrew
Layser added his name to the
Worldwide Technologies Raceway
Flip Count, Bernal protected the
bottom on the restart. Keeping to
the hub, Thorson retook the runner-
up spot on the cushion.
With momentum on Lap 24, the
slide jobs were on again. Swapping
top to bottom on Lap 25, Thorson
took the lead with Windom making
it a three-car battle on the final lap.
Fighting around a lapped car, the
run to the win came down to the
final turn with Tanner Thorson hus-
tling the high side to the line 0.166
seconds ahead of Ryan Bernal.

Chris Windom ended up third
with Tucker Klaasmeyer fourth.
Gridding the field 16th, Justin All-
gaier charged forward 11 positions
to complete the top five.

For the week, a field of 343 driv-
ers drew in for the 34th annual
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General Tire. Friday's
field of 70 competitors took on nine
OERB Heat Races with wins going
to Ace McCarthy, Ethan Mitchell,
Justin Allgaier, AJ Hopkins, Chris
Windom, Tucker Klaasmeyer,
Justin Grant, Ricky Stenhouse, Jr., 

(Continued Next Page)
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Kyle Larson Wins The 34th
Annual Lucas Oil Chili Bowl

Nationals presented by
General Tire

Kyle Larson celebrates in victory lane after winning the Golden
Driller for the Chili Bowl Nationals. (Brendon Bauman photo)
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and Chad Boespflug.
C-Feature scores
went to Dustin Morgan
and Alex Schutte.

Team Toyota
Qualifier wins went 
to Sam Hafertepe, Jr.,
Donny Schatz, Justin
Grant, and Chris Win-
dom. Dave.com B-
Features were topped
by Sam Johnson and
Jody Rosenboom.

The Worldwide
Technologies Race-
way Flip Count
jumped Thursday from

49 to 57 with all drivers able to walk
away.

Bell Charges To
Victory on John

Christner Trucking
Qualifying Night

TULSA, OK - Christopher Bell's
fifth preliminary night victory in as
many years, and sixth overall pre-
lim triumph, the driver of the
Tucker-Boat No. 84x was the class
of the field in Thursday's John
Christner Trucking Qualifying Night.

"Man, this race...I say it time,
and time again, this race literally is
what motorsports means to me.
This is the pinnacle for me growing
up in Oklahoma. I hope that this is
the race I can run the rest of my life
until I can come back here owning
a racecar and have another Buddy
Kofoid drive for me," commented
Bell, who is locked into his seventh
championship A-Feature in as
many years.

Gridding the field sixth, Bell
worked into the top three following
a Lap 5 restart.

Led by Thomas Meseraull, the
RMS entry took off with Logan
Seavey, Buddy Kofoid, and
Christopher Bell in tow. Three-wide
for second, Kofoid worked past the
pair on the bottom of turn four with
Bell adjusting his line the following
lap take the position away.

Running down the No. 7x in a
matter of laps, Bell used high side
momentum off the fourth turn on
Lap 10; throwing the slide job deep
into turn one to clear Meseraull for
the point on Lap 11. Into traffic on
Lap 17, Bell's run stalled for a mo-
ment with Meseraull closing while
trying to fend off Buddy Kofoid.
Picking through the backmarkers,
Bell three-wide in traffic at times
kept his advantage just over a sec-
ond.

With the white flag waving, Bell's
night nearly ended as contact with

a slower car all but parked the No.
84x. Able to recover with the field
bearing down, Bell was still able to
capture the win by 1.114 seconds.

Asked how he balanced being
patient while aggressive, Bell
replied, "Lapped traffic was thick
and they were just two by two, so
honestly I just got to the point
where I started riding behind them
because I've taken myself out a lot
here running over lapped cars and
I still almost did it coming to the
white flag."

Thomas Meseraull picked up the
final transfer to Saturday's A-Fea-
ture with Buddy Kofoid third in his
first career Chili Bowl appearance.
Logan Seavey crossed fourth with
Shane Golobic holding on to com-
plete the top five.

With a field of 73 on hand for
Thursday's John Christner Trucking
Qualifying Night, the week's total
car count stands at 273 with an-
other 76 slated for Friday's Vacu-
worx Qualifying Night.

Split into nine OERB Heat
Races, the wins went to CJ Leary,
Shane Golobic, Thomas Meseraull,
Cory Kruseman, Tanner Berryhill,
Logan Seavey, Christopher Bell,
Shane Cottle, and Chance Morton.
C-Features went to Cale Conley
and Michelle Decker with
Dave.com B-Features topped by
Shane Cottle and Kyle Cummins.
Team Toyota Qualifiers number
four with Jason McDougal, Buddy
Kofoid, Shane Golobic, and
Christopher Bell earning wins.

The Worldwide Technologies
Raceway Flip Count jumped Thurs-
day from 39 to 49 with all drivers
able to walk away.

Rico Abreu Is Five For
Five On Hard Rock

Casino Tulsa
Qualifying Night

TULSA, OK - Chasing early,
then having to hold off numerous
charges over the course of late-
race restarts, California's Rico
Abreu captured his fifth consecu-
tive Hard Rock Casino Tulsa pre-
liminary night victory during the
Wednesday portion of the 34th an-
nual Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals
presented by General Tire.

Asked about winning his prelim-
inary night for the fifth time, Rico
replied, "It's pretty impressive. I've
always come here really prepared
and my team has brought really
prepared race cars, but it all starts
with our Heat Race; getting through
that and then getting through your
Qualifier."

Trailing Brad Sweet early, the
California drivers ran varying lines

around the Tulsa Expo Raceway
with Sweet low as Abreu stepped to
the top. Working through early cau-
tions, Sweet was able to fend off
the Safelite AutoGlass No. 97, but
as the neared the half-way point,
Rico got the better of the battle and
bolted into the lead on Lap 15 with
a slide job off the second turn.

Caution on Lap 17, the restart
began a wild scramble for the run-
ner-up spot with second through
sixth trading hands in nearly every
corner with Sweet getting shuffled
as far down as sixth, Hahn advanc-
ing to fourth, Copeland taking sec-
ond, Gravel knocked out of the top
five, and all the while Rico steadily
pulled away before caution lights
shown again on Lap 21.

Red on Lap 24 with a five-car
pileup in the first two turns, all driv-
ers escaped uninjured.

Keeping Abreu in sight,
Copeland worked the low side of
the speedway in a bid for the lead
as Blake Hahn and Brad Sweet
trade sliders for the show position.
Working top to bottom at either end
of the track, the battle came to a
head on Lap 26 as the pair collided
in the fourth turn with Sweet heli-
coptering off the wall. Able to keep
rolling, Hahn restarted third.

Getting a run on the restart,
Copeland pulled alongside Rico,
but could not advance to the point.
To the final lap, Rico kept the right
rear humming on the cushion with
the checkered flag dropping on a
1.104-second advantage.

Letting the car drift off the bot-
tom exiting the final turn, Colby
Copeland held off Hahn by 0.141
seconds for the automatic transfer
into Saturday A-Feature. Settling
for third, Hahn was trailed by
Chase Johnson with Sammy
Swindell navigating the hub from
13th to complete the top five.

With a field of 66 bringing the

weekend to 200 competitors taking
to the Tulsa Expo Raceway, the
night's lineup was split into eight
OERB Heat Races with wins going
to Daniel Robinson, David Cam-
field, Chase Johnson, Jesse Col-
well, Sammy Swindell, Rico Abreu,
and Clinton Boyles.

C-Features were topped by
Robert Dalby and Mike Griffiths
with Team Toyota Qualifiers won by
Blake Hahn, Brad Sweet, Colby
Copeland, and Jake Swanson. A
pair of Dave.com B-Features went
to Jesse Colwell and Tyler Thomas.

The Worldwide Technologies
Raceway Flip Count grew only
slightly on Wednesday from 32 to
39 with all drivers able to walk
away.

Larson Unstoppable
On Warren CAT

Qualifying Night; Bell
Tops The VIROC

TULSA, OK - Picking up his
sixth career preliminary night vic-
tory, and third straight since 2018,
Kyle Larson battled through a myr-
iad of cautions to win Tuesday's
Warren CAT Qualifying Night dur-
ing the 34th annual Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire.

Locking into his ninth champi-
onship A-Feature since 2010, the
race to that ticket became a ques-
tion of fuel.

"I think me and Jonathan (Bea-
son) both were running out of fuel
there at the end," explained Lar-
son. "Mine was stumbling a lot the
last five laps, so I was thankful we
didn't have another caution be-
cause I don't know if I could have
made it."

To the lead on the cushion over
the No. 8j of Jonathan Beason, the
start was short-lived as Derek 

(Continued Next Page)
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Rico Abreu stands atop his car after winning the Wednesday night
portion of the Chili Bowl Nationals. (Brendon Bauman photo)



Continued…

Hagar came to a stop
in turn three. Follow-
ing Larson's lead to
the top of the Tulsa
Expo Raceway, Kyle
got away by three-
tenths of a second be-
fore the Whelen
Caution lights
switched on again.

Battle for second
on the restart, Mike
Hess set sights on
Beason with no luck
as the Broken Arrow
native drove away.
Railing the cushion in

the tire tracks of Kyle Larson, the
top two daylighted the field by
3.122 seconds before the caution
displayed for Jeremy Webb who
spun in the third turn.

Challenged again by Hess on
the restart, Beason eluded the No.
51 but was again unable to keep
pace with Larson's iRacing No. 01.

Continuing to be plagued by
cautions, two more as the field
reached lap 10 saw similar restarts
with Larson keep the field at bay.
Getting a run on a Lap 14 restart,
Jonathan Beason looked for a hole
but the charge for the lead was for
not as Larson slowly pulled away.

Seeing slower traffic for the first
time on Lap 21, Beason was on the
back bumper of Larson for the lead,
but Kyle wasted little time sliding
the slower machines to keep the
BA Lawn and Garden No. 8j chas-
ing. Slowed with six laps to run as
Jake Bubak slammed the cushion
battling for third and going over,
Larson picked up right where he
left off as Beason, Wight, and Fac-
cinto battled for second with Bea-
son holding the position.

Taking the final six laps without
delay, Kyle Larson crossed 2.822
seconds ahead of Jonathan Bea-
son, who secured his sixth trip to
Saturday's big dance with Michael
Faccinto holding off the torrid ad-
vance of Dillon Welch, who ad-
vanced 12 positions to finish fourth.
Larry Wight ended up completing
the top five.

Not the only feature event on the
night, the VIROC saw a new win-
ner with Christopher Bell charging
from seventh in the closing laps to
collect a convincing victory. Mired
mid-pack early on, cautions around
the race's mid-point provided the
springboard for Bell to begin mak-
ing moves.

Going after race-long leader
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. on a restart with
nine laps to go, Bell's slide went
unanswered as the Tucker-Boat

Racing No. 84x pulled away to a
4.089 second lead at the check-
ered flag. Getting upside down dur-
ing his qualifying run, Rico Abreu
tore through the field from 14th to
finish second with Sam Hafertepe,
Jr. slipping to third. Kyle Larson
made up four positions with C.J.
Leary making up the top five.
With 77 drivers checking in for War-
ren CAT Qualifying Night, the
weekend count stands at 134.

Nine Heat OERB Heat Races
were won by Michael Faccinto,
Kyle Larson, Jonathan Beason,
Hank Davis, Hunter Schuerenberg,
Larry Wight, Mike Hess, Tyler
Thompson, and TJ Smith. D-Fea-
tures went to Kenney Johnson and
Austin Brown with C-Features
topped by Kyle Hammer and Wyatt
Burks. Dave.com B-Features went
to Jake Bubak and Mitchel Moles.
Team Toyota Qualifiers were cap-
tured by TJ Smith, Kyle Larson,
Larry Wight, and Mike Hess.

The Worldwide Technologies
Raceway Flip Counted swelled
drastically from nine to 32 with all
drivers able to walk away.

Cannon McIntosh
Rolls Undefeated

On Cummins
Qualifying Night

TULSA, OK - Debuting with
Keith Kunz Motorsports, Okla-
homa's Cannon McIntosh
squashed all doubts of his worth as
the 17-year old driver topped his
Heat Races, Qualifier, and finally
held off multiple charges, cautions,
and an open red to win his first ca-
reer Chili Bowl Preliminary A-Fea-
ture on Cummins Qualifying Night
of the 34th annual Lucas Oil Chili

Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire.

"I've been looking for a win for a
long time now. We've had lots of
close calls but coming not Kieth's
stuff, I put a lot of pressure on my-
self. Those guys did good taking
the pressure off of me a little bit and
helping me stay calm," states McIn-
tosh. "Coming into this race, I really
just wanted to be able to make the
main event. There's a lot of people
that would love to do that. I never
thought we'd be in Victory Lane
tonight."

Bolting into the lead as Aaron
Reutzel and Tyler Courtney battled
for second, the pair allowed Can-
non to get clear by several car
lengths. Wheeling the Tucker-Boat
No. 87 to the top shelf, Aaron
worked past McIntosh on Lap 5.
Immediately adjusting his line,
Cannon stayed within a few car
lengths as the pair worked into traf-
fic on Lap 10.

Lap 11 spelled disaster for
Reutzel as Shane Golobic slid into
Ryan Leavitt just as the leader was
coming up to put the pair a lap
down. Sending the No. 57w flip-
ping, Reutzel had nowhere to run
as the NOS Energy Drink car
landed on top of him.

Advancing Cannon McIntosh
back to the point, the No. 71k
gapped Courtney, but the Whelen
Caution Lights soon appeared.

Restarting with 11 laps com-
plete, Tyler Courtney traded sliders
with Michael Pickens with Courtney
able to answer every attempt by
the New Zealand driver. Allowing
McIntosh to open his advantage to
1.581 seconds, the Whelen Cau-
tion lights flipped on again on Lap
14. Back to the last fully completed

lap, Courtney moved back to sec-
ond but could not keep pace with
the Bixby, Okla. driver.

Slowed with 11 laps to run, Pick-
ens took advantage of the restart
but again saw his slide to the run-
ner-up spot negated. Single file to
the green on Lap 22 after Brady
Bacon came to a stop in turns one
and two, the restart was short-lived
as Aaron Reutzel, who had fought
back from 21st, made contact with
Trey Marcham while battling for
sixth, sending the TUHB No. 32t
flipping wildly into the fence. Caus-
ing a rare open red to repair the
chain link, the race resumed with
Courtney and Pickens both setting
sights on the lead.

Able to fend off the pair, McIn-
tosh maintained point with his ad-
vantage 0.708 seconds over Tyler
Courtney with both locking into Sat-
urday's championship event. Able
to keep rolling after the crash with
Marcham, Aaron Reutzel changed
to the final podium step. Michael
Pickens crossed fourth with Zach
Daum finishing fifth.

Starting off with a field of 57 driv-
ers, Cummins Qualifying Night saw
OERB Heat Races going to Can-
non McIntosh, Sean McClelland,
Aaron Reutzel, Riley Kreisel, Tyler
Courtney, Paul Nienhiser, and
Kevin Thomas, Jr. C-Features were
won by Logan Scherb and Carson
Garrett. Team Toyota Qualifiers
went to Gary Taylor, Tony Bruce,
Jr., Michael Pickens, and Cannon
McIntosh. Dave.com B-Features
were topped by Brady Bacon and
Ryan Hall.

The Worldwide Technologies
Raceway Flip Counted made its
way to nine with all drivers able to
walk away.
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Cannon McIntosh stands on his car after racing his way to victory lane on night one of the Chili Bowl
Nationals, his first career A-Feature with the series. (DB3 photo)



BROWNSBURG,
IN - The 2020 Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1
boasts an impressive
schedule of 55 events,
17 of which will award
a winnerʼs payout of at
least $6,000. With an
exciting slate comes a

hefty point fund, as the 2020 All
Star Circuit of Champions point
fund will now award $258,000
across the top twelve positions in-
cluding $65,000 for the champi-
onship team; a $58,000 increase
from 2019. Kevin Rudeen has com-
mitted to ʻsponsoringʼ $50,000 of
the increased fund.

“Iʼll be the first to admit that I
have never liked points racing, but
this past year was a lot of fun for
me and my team,” said Kevin
Rudeen. “We had an awesome
time at the All Star banquet in De-
cember and I really like the way
that Tony and his team do things
with the Series. Iʼm looking forward
to 2020 with our partnership with
the All Stars. We will be announc-
ing details at a later date on our
2020 Rayce Rudeen Foundation
Race.”

Not only will the Series cham-
pion notice an impressive lift in the
season-ending point fund, bumping
up from $51,000 in 2019 to
$65,000 in 2020, but the remaining
11 positions within the top twelve
will also see an increase including
a $9,000 jump for second and third
place raising the payouts to
$45,000 and $35,000, respectively.

In addition, the fourth place pay-
out will increase from $21,000 to
$28,000, fifth place from $16,000 to
$22,000, sixth place from $11,000
to $15,000, seventh place from
$9,500 to $12,000, eighth place
from $8,000 to $10,000, ninth place
from $6,500 to $8,000, tenth place
from $5,500 to $7,000, eleventh
place from $5,000 to $6,000, and
twelfth place from $4,500 to
$5,000.

“This is awesome,” said Tony
Stewart. “A huge thank you goes
out to Kevin Rudeen. He took a
chance with the All Stars last year
having Cory (Eliason) driving full-
time, also put together a nice con-
tingency package for the racers
and sponsored a huge Foundation

race. Whenever we can give back
to our racers, it puts a smile on my
face.”

Although not accumulating
championship points toward the
season-ending point fund, the All
Star Circuit of Champions will kick-
off their 2020 season with a four-
race stint in the Sunshine State,
first invading the high-paced Volu-
sia Speedway Park near Bar-
berville, Florida, on Wednesday
and Thursday, February 5 & 6, fol-
lowed by a two-day visit to East
Bay Raceway Park just south of
Tampa on Monday and Tuesday,
February 10 & 11.

The championship point season
will activate, officially, on Friday and
Saturday, April 10 & 11, with a two-
day stay at the highbanks of Attica
Raceway Park. The Spring Nation-
als doubleheader will award $5,000
on each night.

All Star Circuit of
Champions to be

Broadcast Live on
FloRacing in 2020

BROWNSBURG, IN - With the
intent the push the Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 to new
heights in online streaming and dig-
ital exposure, FloSports, an inno-
vator in live sports streaming and
original content, will be on hand to
broadcast live action from each and
every event on the 2020 All Star
Circuit of Champions schedule ex-
clusively at www.floracing.com.
The live and on-demand coverage
will begin in less than a week as
the All Star Circuit of Champions
kicks off its 2020 campaign with
visits to Volusia Speedway Park
Feb. 5-6 and East Bay Raceway
Park Feb. 10-11.

Boasting an impressive slate
comprised of 55 events across 11
states, the 2020 Ollieʼs Bargain
Outlet All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1 campaign will
prove to be one for the history
books. Not only will teams compete
head-to-head across much of the
Northeast, Midwest and parts of
Florida, but competitors will also
battle for one of the largest collec-
tions of high paying programs in
Series history.

“Iʼm passionate about dirt racing
and grassroots motorsports in gen-

eral, and thereʼs no better way to
access some of the greatest racing
in the country than with FloRacing,”
said Stewart, who has owned the
All Star Circuit of Champions since
2015. “While Iʼm obviously partial to
the All Star Circuit of Champions,
Iʼm a spectator and a competitor at
dirt tracks all over the country and I
see firsthand the level of talent
thatʼs out there. And now you can
see that same talent on your TV,
tablet and phone. If you canʼt phys-
ically be in the grandstands at a
race, FloRacing has you covered.
Iʼm extremely excited about this
partnership and appreciative of the
commitment Mark Floreani and his
team are making to motorsports.”

To access live and on-demand
racing action from the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions, visit FloRac-
ing.com and become an annual
PRO subscriber. Race fans can
see all the USAC and dirt late-
model action they want in addition
to Eldora Speedwayʼs slate of
races and those of the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions. The subscrip-
tion unlocks access to premium
content across the entire FloSports
network. Watch the events across

all screens by downloading the
FloSports app on iOS, Android,
Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire and
Chromecast.

Streaming more than 10,000 live
competitions per year, FloSports
continues to emerge as the global
leader in live, in-depth, and on-de-
mand digital coverage for passion-
ate sports fans.

“Weʼve found an incredible part-
ner in Tony Stewart to help us bring
dirt racing to a global audience,”
said Mark Floreani, CEO,
FloSports.

“He is both a visionary and an
accomplished entrepreneur who
shares our mission to grow grass-
roots motorsports. We are honored
to work with him and his team as
we continue to build a platform that
will raise the profile of dirt-track rac-
ing among all race fans.”

Founded in 2006, FloSports is a
venture-backed OTT subscription
video streaming service dedicated
to sports, offering live and on-de-
mand access to tens of thousands
of competitions across more than
20 sports in the U.S. and abroad.
For more information, please visit:
flosports.tv.
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Increases to $258,000;
Series Champion to

Earn $65,000

GREENVILLE, SC
- FASTRAK and ULTI-
MATE Series Founder
Stan Lester an-
nounced a $4200 in-
crease to the 2020
ULTIMATE Southeast
Series point fund dur-
ing last eveningʼs
Night of Champions
celebration for the se-

ries. The increase will be added
from positions second through sixth
bolstering the year-end payout as
one of the best for any regional dirt
racing series in the country. “This
increase is a testament to the fan-
tastic support that we have from
race teams as well as race tracks.
Our car counts for the Southeast
have been very steady and we had
more followers this year than ever
before. So, we really wanted to do
something to reward those guys as
well as provide some additional in-
centive for even more drivers to
come and race our program.”
Lester said.

The series champion will still re-
ceive $20,000 at seasonʼs end.
However, the increase will now
make a second place point finish
pay $10,000. Third place will now

be worth $6000 while fourth will in-
crease to $4000. Finally, the fifth
position in the final standings will
pay $3000 and sixth will now re-
ceive $2500. “This clearly shows
that our series is not resting on its
laurels. We are continually looking
for ways to make our series better
for our racers. We want to attract
more guys to come and race with
us. The more racers we have the
better it is for our promoters and
our partners. This is another step
forward for us. I donʼt know of an-
other regional series that pays this
much and I am really proud of
where we are. We have a couple
more things that we are working on
for our teams that we hope to an-
nounce by our first race of the sea-
son.” ULTIMATE SE Series
Director Kelley Carlton.

For the 6th consecutive year the
ULTIMATE SE Series is set to open
its new campaign on March 7th at
the North Georgia Speedway in
Chatsworth, Georgia. The 2020
season will also mark the series
10th Anniversary. For more infor-
mation on the ULTIMATE Super
Late Model Series visit www.ulti-
matesupers.com or call (864) 871-
1442.
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TULSA, OK -
Wrapping up the 35th
annual Lucas Oil
Tulsa Shootout with
55 laps in the Outlaw
A-Feature, three dif-
ferent leaders and a
first-time winner
capped off a run of five
first time winners on
Saturday night.

Thomas Kunzman
to the early lead with

Jonathan Beason in second, Kun-
zmen rolled to a half-second ad-
vantage before finding traffic on
Lap 8, allowing Beason to close to
his back bumper before the caution
while working Lap 9. Glued to the
bottom, Beason stayed close to
Kunzman as the field worked into
traffic again on Lap 19. Bobbling on
the exit of turn four, the misstep al-
lowed Beason to sneak by on the
bottom.

Caution on Lap 20, Kunzman
was collected by the spinning No.
61 of Eli Bookout. On the restart,
Beason was able to steadily pull
away. Racing to the mid-point of
the feature, the cushion started to
come into play as the remainder of
the top five moved to the top. Start-
ing to match speed with Beason,
the No. 721 worked into traffic on
Lap 31.

Slowed again on Lap 34 as
fourth running Anton Hernandez
flipped and collected Kyle Spence,
the restart saw Emerson Axsom on
the hunt, getting the lead on Lap
40. Putting distance on Beason, the
closing laps saw the bottom come
back into play with Beason taking a
shot at the lead in the closing laps,
but without the speed to pull it off,
Axsom adjusted his line and was
able to hold off the Broken Arrow
driver by 0.262 seconds at the line.
Harley Hollan from 12th was able
to claw his way to a podium finish.
Layden Pearson in fourth was fol-
lowed by 11th starting Blake Hahn
to complete the top five.

Picking up his first Outlaw Non-
Wing Golden Driller, Brady Bacon
charged from seventh to add to his
legacy with his fourth career Tulsa
Shootout victory. Trey Marcham to
the early lead, the race for second
was all over the track the first few
laps with Cannon McIntosh finally
getting ahead of the battle. Railing
the cushion with Thomas Kunsman
in tow, the pair began reeling in the
No. 32x before the caution flew on

Lap 5. Battling on the restart, McIn-
tosh ripped the cushion to the lead
on Lap 7 with the caution following
soon after. Challenged by Mar-
cham on the restart, the No. 51
held pace. Under caution again a
couple laps later, a new challenger
was up as Brady Bacon set his
sights on the No. 51. Rolling wheel
to wheel, McIntosh held off the
charge, but it was not in the cards
as the engine let go on Lap 19,
handing the lead by Bacon with
Johnny Boland nipping on his
heels. Working all over the Tulsa
Expo Raceway, Boland with Kris
Carroll in tow missed the line on
Lap 25, moving the No, 3k into sec-
ond. Caution with four to go, Car-
roll gave it his best shot, but it was
Bacon by 0.291 seconds at the
line. Kris Carroll in second was fol-
lowed by 15th starting Dylan
Kadous. Using every inch of cush-
ion around the Tulsa Expo Race-
way, Daison Pursley crossed fourth
with Johnny Boland crossing fifth.

In Stock Non-Wing, Pennsylva-
nia's Alex Bright sailed to his first
Tulsa Shootout victory. Trailing the
first pair of laps, a restart on Lap 2
saw leader Daison Pursley drop to
the deck to block the charge of
Brian Carber in turn three, only to
leave the cushion open for Bright to
shoot past the pair off the fourth
turn. Hunted by Pursley into traffic,
the Locust Grove driver took a shot
at the lead but was denied. Caution
on Lap 16, Bright pulled away as
Pursley bobbled a couple laps
later; relegating the No. 5p to fifth
as the caution flew for a driver
stopped entering the third turn.
Able to keep pace to the checkered
flag, Bright held a 1.139 second ad-
vantage at the finish as Pursley
fought back to a runner-up finish.
Curtis Jones crossed third with
Kyle Spence and Cannon McIntosh
coming from ninth to complete the
top five.

Picking up his second Golden
Driller, and first in A-Class, Kyle
Spence led start to finish win the
winged division. Untouched the first
third of the race, Spence found traf-
fic on Lap 11 with a 3.001 second
advantage on Joe B. Miller as the
caution came on for Miller who
stopped in the second turn. Trey
Robb to second with Emerson
Axsom in tow, the pair proceeded
to trade the position several times
before the No. 42a took the spot on
Lap 16. Caution on Lap 19 as

Spence again found traffic, the
restart saw Axsom go for the lead,
but was unable to pull off the slide
in time. Caution on Lap 20 then Lap
23, Spence was able to fend off all
advances. Taking back second,
Robb rolled the the hub with
Spence within striking distance.
Nearly side by side as the No. 59
moved off the cushion on Lap 26,
the final lap became a green, white,
checkered run with Spence hold on
to win by 0.465 seconds. Trey
Robb in second was trailed by
Emerson Axsom with Brian Carber
and Frank Flud coming from 18th
to complete the top five.

Dedicating her win to her
Mother, Jade Avedisian picked up
her first career Tulsa Shootout win.
Side by side to start off the Re-
stricted A-Feature, the advantage
went to Lubbock's Brenham
Crouch with Ryan Timms settling
into second. Working through a trio
of early restarts, Crouch kept pace
over Timms with Avedisian and
Gauge Garcia in tow. Easing away
from the field, Crouch found the
back of the field on Lap 15. Holding
just over a second advantage on
the No. 5t as he worked into slower
traffic, that breathing room was
quickly choked away as a slower
car nearly tangled with the top
three on Lap 19, opening the door
for Jade Avedisian to slip from third
to the lead. Keeping free from traf-
fic in the closing laps, Avedisian
crossed the line 0.566 seconds
ahead of Brenham Crouch with
Ryan Timms round out the podium.
Mason Daugherty and Gauge Gar-
cia made up the top five.

In Junior Sprints, Jett Barnes

picked up his first career Golden
Driller. Taking the lead from the
right of the front row with Cash
Lovenburg in tow. Caution early,
the pair were inseparable with
Lovenburg looking at the lead on
Lap 11. Not able to complete the
pass, the No. 21 worked back into
Barnes' tire tracks as traffic came
into play on Lap 14. Three-wide
through traffic, the two California
racers navigated the hub with no
more than a pair of car lengths sep-
arating the two. Caution on Lap 17,
two attempts at the restart saw
Barnes able to hold off the charge
of Lovenburg by 0.181 seconds.
Garett Benson, Levi Hillier, and
Lathe Griggs completed the top
five.

Taking the win in the 600cc Mod-
ifieds, Chad Dugan dominated for
his first career Golden Driller. Cau-
tion taking the field back to Lap 1,
the Iowa racer quickly ran away be-
fore the caution lights came on
again on Lap 6. Pulling away once
more, the red lights came on as the
No. 73 of Steven Shebester flipped
with Abbi Buntin with nowhere to go
slamming nose to nose with
Shebester. Both drivers were ok.
Running away once more on the
restart, Dugan continued to work
the hub of the Tulsa Expo Raceway
with North Dakota's Timothy Esten-
son advancing from seventh to sec-
ond. Able to keep pace following a
Lap 15 restart, the margin at the
finish was 1.403 seconds.

More information on the event
will be released as the event draws
closer. All official rules, event infor-
mation, and dates are online
at www.tulsashootout.com.
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Lucas Oil Tulsa Shootout

Two years after
the introduction of the
Sprint and Late Model
FAST PASS options,
DIRTVision is excited
to announce the new
all-access FAST
PASS, offering sub-
scribers access to all

World of Outlaws events — both
Sprint Cars and Late Models —
along with the DIRTcar Summer
Nationals & Summit Modified Na-
tionals tours, the new Drydene
Xtreme DIRTcar Series, and a full
slate of Australian action, including
the Ultimate Sprintcar Champi-
onship, Ultimate Speedway Chal-
lenge along with Valvoline
Raceway, Perth Motorplex and
more. 

“Our fan and subscriber base is

the heart and soul of DIRTVision.
As we grow, we are consistently
looking to give each subscriber as
much value and compelling content
as possible,” said Director of
Broadcasts Brian Dunlap.

Current subscribers need not
take any action. The two existing
subscriptions will simply be merged
into one all-access DIRTVision
FAST PASS for the same price of
$39/month. The DIRTVision FAST
PASS will now offer the best Sprint
Car, Late Model, Modified and
Midget racing in the World, from the
United States, Canada, and Aus-
tralia. 

Fans can view the upcoming
DIRTVision schedule and sign up
for the new all-access FAST PASS
at DIRTVision.com, effective im-
mediately.
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Daytona
Intʼl Speedway
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - In its
second year, ONE
DAYTONA, the areaʼs
premier lifestyle and
entertainment destina-
tion, will host a “Kick-
off to DAYTONA
Speedweeks Pre-
sented By Ad-
ventHealth” on
Thursday, February 6,
from 6 – 8 p.m. This
free community event
kicks off the NASCAR
season and the 62nd
running of the DAY-

TONA 500 on February 16 at Day-
tona International Speedway with a
NASCAR Cup Series hauler pa-
rade.

The Kickoff to DAYTONA
Speedweeks Presented By Ad-
ventHealth will have local digni-
taries welcoming fans; free live
entertainment by the Tanner Kee-
gan band playing a mix of country
and blues music; a performance by
the acclaimed Seabreeze High
School drumline; NASCAR driver
Q&A; and photo opportunities with
the Harley J. Earl DAYTONA 500
Trophy, AdventHealth show car,
DAYTONA 500 show car and
ARCA Menards Series cars includ-
ing the #16 NAPA AUTO PARTS
Toyota Camry driven by Gio Scelzi
and the #99 ENEOS Toyota Camry
driven by Gracie Trotter.

“The NASCAR haulers were
such a huge hit last year and we
are very excited to bring them back
to ONE DAYTONA,” said Roxanne
Ribakoff, President, ONE DAY-
TONA. “ONE DAYTONA is becom-
ing known as the place to see the
cars and stars ahead of the on-
track racing action and we couldnʼt
be more thrilled to partner with
NASCAR and Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway again.”

The Kickoff to DAYTONA
Speedweeks Presented By Ad-
ventHealth includes a full lineup of
fan-friendly events: 

• 6-7:15 p.m.: Select NASCAR
Cup Series haulers on display

• 6:20 p.m.: Seabreeze High
School drumline performs in Victory
Circle

• 6:30 p.m.: Welcome by Day-
tona International Speedway Pres-
ident Chip Wile with local
dignitaries and AdventHealth rep-
resentative

• 6:35 pm.: Driver Q&A with
NASCAR Xfinity Series Driver Riley
Herbst with Joe Gibbs Racing

• 6:45 p.m.: Autograph session
with NASCAR Xfinity Series Driver

Riley Herbst 
• 6:45- 7:30 p.m.: Performance

by Tanner Keegan Band
• 7:35 p.m.: Green flag and

NASCAR Cup Series hauler pa-
rade begins

• 7:45 – 8:30 p.m.: Tanner
Kegan Band performs

“ONE DAYTONA, with its shops
and restaurants, will provide a
great atmosphere as we welcome
the NASCAR and ARCA Menards
Series into town,” stated Daytona
International Speedway President
Chip Wile. “From live entertainment
to a hauler parade, we look forward
to bringing the community together
to celebrate the start of festivities
surrounding DAYTONA Speed-
weeks Presented By Ad-
ventHealth.” 

Tickets for the 2020 DAYTONA
500 and all DAYTONA Speed-
weeks Presented By AdventHealth
events can be purchased online at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com or by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP. Fans can stay
connected with Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway on Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram, Pinterest,
YouTube and Snapchat, and by
downloading Daytona International
Speedwayʼs mobile app, for the lat-
est speedway news.

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Five-
time DAYTONA Supercross cham-
pion Ricky Carmichael will serve as
an Honorary Race Official for the
62nd annual DAYTONA 500 on
Sunday, Feb. 16 (FOX, FOX De-
portes, MRN Radio and SiriusXM
Radio), the prestigious opening
race of the NASCAR Cup Series
season.

As part of his Honorary Race Of-
ficial duties, Carmichael will be in-
troduced at the driversʼ meeting,
participate in pre-race ceremonies,
ride in one of the parade cars and
take part in question-and-answer
sessions in fan hospitality areas
and the UNOH Fanzone.

Carmichael, a native Floridian
who resides in Tallahassee, retired
from Supercross competition in
2007 as the most decorated rider in
history with 15 championships and
150 victories. Heʼs a five-time DAY-
TONA Supercross champion, most
in event history. Carmichael is an
inductee of the Motorsports Hall of
Fame of America, which makes its
home at Daytona International
Speedway, and the AMA Motorcy-
cle Hall of Fame. Following his mo-
torcycle career, Carmichael
transitioned to NASCAR competing
in both the NASCAR Xfinity Series
and NASCAR Gander RV & Out-

door Truck Series. 
For the 13th consecutive year,

Carmichael is the course designer
for the DAYTONA Supercross,
scheduled on Saturday night,
March 7. The DAYTONA Super-
cross, the longest continuous Su-
percross race in America, is
celebrating its 50th running in
2020. Carmichaelʼs course design
for this yearʼs historic event will fea-
ture a nod to the history of the DAY-
TONA Supercross and include
elements from past DAYTONA
courses such as the over-the-wall
jump, the DAYTONA tunnel jump
and grass as a fourth racing sur-
face; the DAYTONA logo will also
be displayed in the center of the ex-
tended course.

“Iʼm really excited to be part of
NASCARʼs most prestigious
event,” Carmichael said. “Daytona
International Speedway is very
special me and Iʼm honored to
have a place in its history. Iʼm look-
ing forward to returning in March to
celebrate the 50th running of the
DAYTONA Supercross.”

“Ricky Carmichael is a true leg-
end in motorcycle racing and itʼs an
honor to host him for ʻThe Great
American Race,ʼ” Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway President Chip
Wile said. “Ricky has enjoyed many
successes and triumphs in his dec-
orated career, including an un-
precedented five DAYTONA
Supercross victories. He continues
to make an impact on motorcycle
racing today, including his role as
course designer for the DAYTONA
Supercross.”

Past Honorary Race Officials for
the DAYTONA 500 include Base-
ball Hall of Famer Chipper Jones,
racing icon and 1967 DAYTONA
500 champion Mario Andretti,
three-time Indianapolis 500 cham-
pion Johnny Rutherford and three-
time DAYTONA 500 champion
Bobby Allison.

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The
No. 11 FedEx Express Toyota
Camry that Denny Hamlin drove in
2019 to his second DAYTONA 500
victory has gone on a road trip. 

The winning DAYTONA 500 car
that has been on display for the
past year inside the Daytona Inter-
national Speedway Ticket and
Tours Building was transported to
the NASCAR Hall of Fame in Char-
lotte, North Carolina to be part of
the NASCAR Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremonies for its owner Joe
Gibbs. 

Gibbs will join the NASCAR Hall
of Fame as a member of the Class
of 2020. Also a member of the Pro

Football Hall of Fame as a three-
time Super Bowl-winning coach of
the Washington Redskins, Gibbs
has five NASCAR Cup Series
championships Gibbsʼ 176 Cup
wins as an owner includes three
DAYTONA 500 victories. 

Following the induction cere-
mony on Friday, the No. 11 FedEx
Express Toyota Camry will return to
Daytona International Speedway
for display before being returned to
the team prior to the 62nd annual
DAYTONA 500 on Sunday, Feb.
16. The transportation of the car is
the first time that the winning DAY-
TONA 500 car has left the DIS
Ticket and Tours Building during its
residence at the “World Center of
Racing.”

Once the car is returned to Joe
Gibbs Racing prior to the DAY-
TONA 500, the car will return to the
NASCAR Hall of Fame and will be
on display in the Hall of Honor
where the NASCAR legends are
enshrined.

The 2019 DAYTONA 500 win
was an emotional one for Joe
Gibbs Racing and the No. 11 team.
The organization honored Joe
Gibbsʼ late son J.D. Gibbs on Lap
11 of the race, as crew members
stood on pit wall as a tribute. J.D.
Gibbs, who passed away the previ-
ous month due to a neurological
disease, wore No. 11 as a high
school football player and later, as
a race car driver himself. Hamlinʼs
car number: 11.

“I remember that night I referred
to the win as the biggest win Iʼve
ever had in anything,” Gibbs said.
“It was an emotional experience for
everything it represented for J.D.
[Gibbs] and our family and Iʼm
thrilled to work with Daytona to
have the car on display for this
weekendʼs induction ceremony and
for the next year.”

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Four-
time World Wrestling Entertainment
(WWE) Champion Sheamus will
serve as the Honorary Pace Car
Driver for the 62nd annual DAY-
TONA 500 on Sunday, Feb. 16 at
Daytona International Speedway,
behind the wheel of a 2020 Toyota
Camry TRD.

The DAYTONA 500 (TV – FOX,
FOX Deportes; Radio – MRN, Sir-
ius XM), first held in 1959 at the
famed 2.5-mile high-banked tri-
oval, is the season-opening race
for the NASCAR Cup Series.

Sheamus – whose real name is
Stephen Farrelly, from Capra, Ire-
land – has parleyed natural athletic
ability and his 6-foot-4, 270-pound 

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

stature into a dynamic
career in professional
wrestling. A Gaelic
football and rugby
standout in his native
country, Sheamus is a
four-time WWE World
Heavyweight cham-
pion and a two-time
United States Cham-
pion. He was the 2010
“King of the Ring” and
in 2012 he won the
Royal Rumble, one of
WWEʼs signature
events since 1988.

Sheamusʼ popu-
larity is worldwide – and consider-
able, evidenced by 2.7 million
followers on Instagram, 4.8 million
followers on Twitter and 7.9 million
on Facebook.

Daytona International Speed-
way has a long history of profes-
sional athletes being involved in
official capacities at the DAYTONA
500, dating to 1977 when then-
Oakland Raiders quarterback Ken
Stabler was the Honorary Starter.
More recently, another WWE Su-
perstar, John Cena, was the 2012
Honorary Starter and the 2016
Honorary Pace Car Driver while
former NFL great Peyton Manning
was Honorary Pace Car Driver in
2018. 

“We are continuing another tra-
dition of securing high-profile ath-
letes for the build-up to ʻThe Great
American Race,ʼ” said Daytona In-
ternational Speedway President
Chip Wile. “Sheamusʼ star power is
undeniable. We feel like our fans
are going to love seeing him pace
the field in a new Toyota Camry
TRD.

“But, if anyone is truly opposed
to this announcement, I suggest
they take it up with Sheamus when
he arrives on race day. Weʼll see
how that goes.”

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Prior to
the 62nd annual DAYTONA 500 on
Sunday, Feb. 16 at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway, through an ex-
clusive ticket package, race fans
will be able to hear from Hendrick
Motorsports driver Chase Elliott as
he kicks off his fifth full-time season
in the NASCAR Cup Series. 

Recently voted NASCARʼs Most
Popular Driver for the second
straight year, the 24-year-old driver
of the No. 9 NAPA AUTO PARTS
Chevrolet has three wins at the
“World Center of Racing”, but is still
looking to capture his first points-
paying victory in the Cup Series on

the 2.5-mile tri-oval. 
The Chase Elliott DAYTONA

500 ticket package includes:
• Reserved ticket to the 62nd an-

nual DAYTONA 500 on Sunday,
Feb. 16

• Chase Elliott-autographed sou-
venir 

• Exclusive Q&A session with El-
liott in a Midway Suite

The Chase Elliott ticket package
is available for $209 per person
and capacity is limited. To pur-
chase, fans can visit
https://www.daytonainternational-
speedway.com or call 1-800-
PITSHOP.

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The
world-renowned U.S. Air Force
Thunderbirds will perform the fly-
over for the 62nd annual DAY-
TONA 500 on Sunday, Feb. 16 at
Daytona International Speedway,
the prestigious season-opening
event to the NASCAR Cup Series
(FOX, FOX Deportes, MRN Radio
and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).

The flyover will mark the 10th
consecutive year, and 11th total,
that “Americaʼs Ambassadors in
Blue” – officially known as the U.S.
Air Force Air Demonstration
Squadron – will showcase their
world-class talent and precise cho-
reography flying their signature
“Delta” formation over the “World
Center of Racing” at the end of the
National Anthem for “The Great
American Race.”

“Weʼre honored to have the U.S.
Air Force Thunderbirds be a part of
the DAYTONA 500 pre-race cere-
monies,” Daytona International
Speedway President Chip Wile
said. “For both the thousands of
fans in attendance and the millions
more watching on television, the
sight of the USAF Thunderbirds
soaring over the race track at the
end of the National Anthem is one
of the most exhilarating and treas-
ured moments of the DAYTONA
500 experience.”

“Weʼre excited to open our 2020
demonstration season with
NASCAR race fans at the Daytona
500”, said Lt. Col. John Caldwell,
Thunderbird commander and lead
pilot. “We look forward to showcas-
ing the pride, precision and profes-
sionalism the 685,000 total force
Airmen of the U.S. Air Force em-
ploy every day around the world.” 

The Thunderbirds feature six F-
16 Fighting Falcons, the Air Forceʼs
premier multi-role fighter aircraft.
Assigned to Air Combat Command,
the squadron is composed of 12 of-
ficers and more than 120 enlisted
personnel serving in nearly 30 Air

Force job specialties. They have a
rigorous schedule, performing
hour-long demonstrations across
the United States nearly 35 week-
ends between March and Novem-
ber.

The flight demonstration team is
made up of Lt. Col. John Caldwell,
Thunderbird No. 1, Thunderbird
commander and lead pilot; Maj.
Trevor Aldridge, Thunderbird No. 2,
Left Wing pilot; Capt. Michael
Brewer, Thunderbird No. 3, Right
Wing pilot; Capt. Zane Taylor,
Thunderbird No. 4, Slot Pilot; Maj.
Michelle Curran, Thunderbird No.
5, Lead Solo; and Capt. Kyle
Oliver, Thunderbird No. 6, Oppos-
ing Solo. 

Three of the members of the
team have strong Florida ties. Both
Caldwell and Taylor are natives of
Orlando and Brewer is a graduate
of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity, which is next door to Day-
tona International Speedway. 

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Before
he defends his title as 2019 cham-
pion in the 62nd annual DAYTONA
500 on Sunday, Feb. 16 at the Day-
tona International Speedway,
Denny Hamlin will participate in a
special ticket package for race
fans. 

Hamlin, who is a 37-time
NASCAR Cup Series winner, will
be driving the No. 11 FedEx Ex-
press Toyota Camry for Joe Gibbs
Racing in “The Great American
Race.” If Hamlin would be able to
win a third DAYTONA 500, he
would tie Dale Jarrett, Jeff Gordon
and Bobby Allison in the exclusive
three-time DAYTONA 500 cham-
pion club. 

The Denny Hamlin DAYTONA
500 ticket package includes: 

• Reserved ticket to the 62nd an-
nual DAYTONA 500 on Sunday,
Feb. 16

• Denny Hamlin-autographed
DAYTONA 500 souvenir 

• Exclusive question-and-
answer session with Hamlin in a
Midway Suite

The Denny Hamlin ticket pack-
age is available for $211 per person
and capacity is limited. To pur-
chase, fans can visit
https://www.daytonainternational-
speedway.com or call 1-800-
PITSHOP.

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - With a
new home at the world-renowned
Daytona International Speedway in
Daytona Beach, Florida, the 10th
year of Welcome To Rockville fea-
tures an unparalleled lineup of

todayʼs top rock and metal artists
and up-and-coming talent for
Floridaʼs Biggest Rock Experience,
happening on Friday, May 8, Satur-
day, May 9 and Sunday, May 10,
2020. 

As previously announced,
Metallica—recently named the
world's biggest all-time touring act
by Pollstar—will exclusively head-
line all five Danny Wimmer Pres-
ents hard rock festivals in 2020,
including Welcome To Rockville, in
a unique collaboration unprece-
dented for any American festival
promoter or band.

In addition to Metallica, who will
perform two different sets (Friday,
May 8 and Sunday, May 10), fan fa-
vorite Disturbed will headline Sat-
urday, May 9. The diverse lineup
also includes Lynyrd Skynyrd (their
last show ever in their Northern
Florida home area), Godsmack,
Deftones, Social Distortion, The
Offspring, Staind, Lamb of God,
Rancid, Dropkick Murphys,
Mastodon, Gojira, Royal Blood,
Alter Bridge, The Pretty Reckless,
Anthrax, Ghostemane, Hellyeah,
Hollywood Undead, Bad Wolves
and many more.

The three-day destination festi-
val will feature three music stages,
premium food and beverage selec-
tions and enhanced onsite experi-
ences. 

Weekend, 2-Day (new for 2020)
and Single Day General Admission
and VIP passes, as well as tent and
RV camping passes for Welcome
To Rockville are on sale now at
www.WelcomeToRockvilleFesti-
val.com. 

The current music lineup for
Welcome To Rockville 2020 is as
follows (subject to change): 

Friday, May 8: Metallica,
Deftones, Social Distortion, Drop-
kick Murphys, Rancid, Royal Blood,
Ghostemane, Motionless In White,
Knocked Loose, Bones UK, City
Morgue, Dinosaur Pile-Up, Brutus,
Killstation, Brass Against, Ego Kill
Talent, Zero 9:36

Saturday, May 9: Disturbed, The
Offspring, Staind, Lamb of God,
Alter Bridge, The Pretty Reckless,
Hollywood Undead, Hellyeah, Bad
Wolves, The Darkness, Power Trip,
Jinjer, ??? ??, New Years Day,
3Teeth, Brkn Love, Toothgrinder,
Joyous Wolf

Sunday, May 10: Metallica,
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Godsmack,
Mastodon, Gojira, Anthrax, Code
Orange, Dance Gavin Dance,
Sleeping With Sirens, Of Mice &
Men, Sick Of It All, Agnostic Front,
Fire From The Gods, Counterfeit.,
Airbourne, Goodbye June, Stitched
Up Heart, Hero The Band
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Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Move over, Richard
Petty and Steve
Kinser: another fa-
mous car belonging to
“The King” is coming
to Charlotte Motor
Speedway. Elvis Pres-
leyʼs™ pink-and-white
1955 Cadillac, the car
most associated with
“The King” and the
birth of rock ʻnʼ roll
music, will roll into
Charlotte Motor
Speedway to serve as
the centerpiece attrac-

tion for the April 2-5 Pennzoil Auto-
Fair.

Other than a trip to London in
2015, the iconic Fleetwood sedan
– recognized as one of the most fa-
mous American-made cars – has
not been displayed outside of
Memphis since Elvis Presleyʼs
Graceland® opened for tours in
1982. Currently the car resides in
the new Presley Motors exhibit in
the Elvis Presleyʼs Memphis enter-
tainment and exhibit complex
across the street from Graceland.

Charlotte Motor Speedway,
which celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary this year, was no stranger to
Presley during his remarkable ca-
reer. Alongside Nancy Sinatra,
Presley starred in the 1968 movie
“Speedway,” which was filmed at
Charlotte Motor Speedway. By
then, Presley was a worldwide star.

“We are thrilled to join in cele-
brating the Charlotte Motor Speed-
wayʼs 60th anniversary,” stated
Jack Soden, CEO of Elvis Presley
Enterprises. “No doubt that Elvis
would be delighted to support the
celebration.”

As a struggling, 19-year-old
singer in October 1954, Presley
and his band began traveling from
one performance to another by car.
To make the hectic, grinding sched-
ule work, band members often
slept in the car between gigs when
they werenʼt taking a turn at the
wheel. Band cars had to be large,
comfortable, fast, and stylish, which
narrowed the field in the mid-1950s
to the powerful V-8 engine Lincolns
and Cadillacs.

Contrary to legend, the famous
pink ʼ55 Caddy was not The Kingʼs
first car as a traveling musician. In
January 1955, Presley bought a
1951 Lincoln, which his bass player
totaled in March. The singer re-
placed the Lincoln with a used,
pink-and-white 1954 Cadillac that
caught fire and burned on the side
of the road in June. To keep Pres-

ley happy and mobile, his manager
helped the singer finance a new
Cadillac Series 60 Fleetwood Spe-
cial on July 7, 1955.

Cadillacʼs Fleetwood sedan
came equipped that year with a
331ci, 250hp V-8 and HydraMatic
automatic transmission. Measuring
227 inches from end to end, it was
2.5 inches longer than todayʼs
Chevrolet Suburban full-size SUV
and would seat six comfortably. It
came standard with luxury equip-
ment such as power windows,
power brakes, and a power-ad-
justable driverʼs seat for $4,728.

Presleyʼs four-door was loaded
with optional air conditioning, dual-
speaker radio, a pair of spotlights,
and Cadillacʼs high-tech Autronic-
Eye sensor, which automatically
dimmed the carʼs headlights when
it detected oncoming traffic. The
Fleetwood could be ordered in one
of 200 color combinations; Pres-
leyʼs car was blue with a black roof
when he bought it. He had the body
repainted pink so the sedan would
match the pink-and-black color
scheme Presley had popularized
with his suits.

On Sept. 2, when the car was
less than two months old, the
Caddy was in an accident while the
band was performing in Texas.
Presley had the Cadillac repaired
and repainted in the now-familiar
pink and white color scheme. He
gave it to his mother Gladys, who
had no driverʼs license.

Today, any finned Cadillac
painted pink has come to symbol-
ize Elvis Presleyʼs early career and
the birth of rock ʻnʼ roll. Thousands

of tribute cars – usually convert-
ibles from the late 1950s driven by
Elvis Tribute Artists and car collec-
tors – can be seen around the
world at car shows and in parades,
but the original Elvis pink Cadillac
will be on display during all four
days of the April 2–5 Pennzoil Aut-
oFair at Charlotte Motor Speedway.

The Pennzoil AutoFair features
more than 50 car club displays and
more than 10,000 vendor spaces
offering an array of automotive
parts and memorabilia. More than
1,500 collectible vehicles of all
makes and models will be available
for sale in the car corral that rings
the 1.5-mile superspeedway. In ad-
dition, kids can enjoy face-painting,
bounce houses, and other games
and entertainment in the Play
Zone. Hours for the April 2-5
Pennzoil AutoFair are 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. Thursday through Saturday
and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

TICKETS: Single-day tickets are
$13 each day for adults. Admission
is FREE for children 13 and under
with an adult. A 4-Day Weekend
Pass is available for just $32.

To buy tickets, AutoFair atten-
dees can call the speedway ticket
office at 1-800-455-FANS (3267),
shop online at www.charlottemotor-
speedway. com, or buy them at the
gate.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of
Pennzoil AutoFair attractions and
events by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. Keep up with all the latest
news and information with the
Charlotte Motor Speedway mobile
app.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Darlington

Raceway will celebrate Daytona
Day and the start of the 2020
NASCAR season by hosting its
ninth annual Daytona 500 Commu-
nity Watch Party on Sunday, Feb.
16.

The party will be hosted at Mel-
low Mushroom, located at 120
Dunbarton Dr., in Florence, S.C.
The event will start at 1:30 p.m. and
continue until the conclusion of the
Daytona 500. 

The Community Watch Party will
feature a food and drink special
courtesy of Mellow Mushroom.
Fans who attend will have the
chance to win tickets, pit passes
and pre-race ceremony wristbands,
along with other prizes and give-
aways to the NASCAR Cup Series
Southern 500 on Labor Day week-
end.

“Our ninth annual watch party is
a great way for us to engage with
our local race fans and celebrate
Daytona Day and the start of the
2020 NASCAR season,” track
President Kerry Tharp said. “Weʼre
excited that the event will once
again be held at Mellow Mushroom
for the fourth consecutive year,
which is an outstanding venue to
watch The Great American Race
on February 16.”

The watch party will also feature
a video gaming area at Mellow
Mushroom where fans will be able
to simulate racing at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway. Top times
posted during the contest will re-
ceive prizes during the party.

Proud partners of the ninth an-
nual Community Watch Party are
Coca-Cola, Crown Beverages and
WEGX Eagle 92.9 FM (iHeart
Media).

Additionally, with the Daytona
500 quickly approaching, Darling-
ton Raceway will be a presenting
sponsor of live coverage from Day-
tona Speedweeks. Local media
partners WWFN 100.1 FM ʻThe
Fanʼ and WEGX Eagle 92.9 FM will
broadcast live from Daytona Inter-
national Speedway on February 13
and 14. The Daytona 500 will also
be available live on Eagle 92.9 FM
(MRN) beginning at 1:30 p.m. on
Feb. 16.

“We appreciate all of our local
media partners for their assistance
in covering the Daytona 500, the
Super Bowl of our sport, as well as
their involvement in supporting our
Community Watch Party,” Tharp
said. “We encourage fans to tune-
in to either Eagle 92.9 FM or The
Fan 100.1 FM on Thursday and Fri-
day evening for live coverage from 

(Continued Next Page)
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Elvis Presleyʼs pink-and-white 1955 Cadillac, pictured in front of
Graceland, will be on display at the April 2-5 Pennzoil AutoFair at
Charlotte Motor Speedway. One of the worldʼs most iconic cars and
a symbol of rock ʻnʼ rollʼs birth, the Cadillac will make its second ap-
pearance outside of Memphis, Tennessee, since Presleyʼs Grace-
land museum opened in 1982. (Courtesy of Elvis Presley
Enterprises)
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Daytona, which will
feature a wide variety
of interviews and
news updates from
the World Center of
Racing.”

You can keep up
with all of the latest
news from Darlington
Raceway at Darling-
tonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Face-
book.com/Darlington-
Raceway and on
Twitter at Twitter.com/
TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged

to post their Southern 500 stories
and memories at, #Southern500
and #SportClips200.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - Daytona

won't be the only track rocking
when the green flag flies on
NASCAR's 2020 season. The next
best option to being at "The Great
American Race" is watching it at
"The Great American Speedway"
on the world's largest HDTV.

Texas Motor Speedway officially
kicks off the opening of the 2020
NASCAR season Feb. 15-16 with
its sixth edition of the World's
Largest Daytona 500 Watching
Party. 

Just like in Daytona, though,
Speedweeks don't start with the big
race. That's why Thursday, Febru-
ary 13 during the Daytona Duels
qualifying races, all six Rudy's
Country Store & Bar-B-Q locations
across North Texas are hosting
season kick off parties for race
fans.

The parties, both at Rudy's on
Thursday and Texas Motor Speed-
way Saturday and Sunday, give
fans multiple ways to get their
early-season racing fix --- and their
2020 race tickets.

From 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 13, fans can pur-
chase 2020 season tickets or
O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 weekend
tickets at Rudy's, guaranteeing
themselves access to an exclusive
Q&A session with a NASCAR Cup
Series driver on O'Reilly Auto Parts
500 race day (Sun, March 29). On
top of that, Rudy's is offering a 20
percent dinner discount that night
and one free bottle of BBQ sauce
for 2020 TMS season ticket hold-
ers.

That weekend No Limits, Texas,
plays host to a free infield party for
campers and tailgaters highlighted
by the season-opening NASCAR
races being broadcast live from

Daytona International Speedway
on the colossal 20,633 square foot
"Big Hoss TV."

On-track action begins with the
NASCAR Racing Experience 300
NASCAR Xfinity Series race on
Saturday, Feb. 15, (1:30 p.m. CT,
FS1) and culminates with the 62nd
running of the Daytona 500
NASCAR Cup Series race on Sun-
day, Feb. 16 (1:30 p.m. CT, FOX).

Last year's event attracted more
than 5,000 fans along with 350 RVs
to watch the racing action from
Daytona Beach, Fla., on the 12-
story tall, high-definition TV located
on the Texas Motor Speedway
backstretch.

In addition to the racing action
and pre-race NASCAR shows on
"Big Hoss," there will be free
Chevrolet Impala and Camaro SS
pace car rides on track Sunday
from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Fans can even ensure they have
the best seat and camping spot
available at Texas Motor Speedway
for the 2020 season as speedway
ticket representatives will be on
hand to provide guided tours and
let interested ticket purchasers per-
sonally select their grandstand
seats or camping spots.

The event is open free to the
public and fans planning to tailgate
or camp can RSVP now. Fans,
however, are not required to RSVP
to the event and can just show up
for the festivities on either day, in-
cluding those planning to camp.

Access to the infield via the
South Tunnel opens at 9 a.m. CT
on Saturday, Feb. 15, for those
fans looking to camp overnight and
for tailgaters visiting for the Xfinity
Series race. Guests are permitted
to bring their own food and bever-
age to the infield throughout the
weekend.

The 2020 season at Texas Motor
Speedway opens March 26-29 with
the O'Reilly Auto Parts 500
NASCAR tripleheader. The open-
ing weekend features the Vankor
350 Gander RV & Outdoors Truck
Series race on Friday, March 27;
My Bariatric Solutions 300 Xfinity
Series race on Saturday, March 28;
and the NASCAR Cup Series
O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 on Sunday,
March 29. 

Both season tickets and individ-
ual tickets for the O'Reilly Auto
Parts 500 weekend are available
by visiting www.texasmotorspeed-
way.com or calling the speedway
ticket office at 817.215.8500.

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA- Pocono

Raceway today introduced new,
never-before-offered Turn 1 camp-

ing options for the 2020 NASCAR
Doubleheader Week. Additionally,
four premium camping sections
have sold out and a limited number
of reserved camping spots remain.
The 2020 NASCAR Doubleheader
Week at Pocono Raceway, set for
June 25-28, will feature five
NASCAR and ARCA races over
four days, including two NASCAR
Cup Series races taking place on
back-to-back days – a first in
NASCAR history.

Due to the expected demand for
additional camping spots, the track
expanded their infield camping to
include Turn 1 options. The track
also renovated the bath houses
near the new, Turn 1 camping
areas in preparation of their historic
race week. These week-long Turn
1 camping tickets are now available
for purchase, for the first time in the
trackʼs history.

Pocono Racewayʼs annual re-
newal program came to a close in
early December, ahead of todayʼs
public camping on-sale date. As a
result of the renewal program, sev-
eral camping areas have either
sold out or are nearly sold out, in-
cluding: 

• Trackside RV – SOLD OUT
• Infield Preferred RV  – SOLD

OUT
• 50-Amp Infield RV  – SOLD

OUT
• 50-Amp Family Grandstand RV

– SOLD OUT
• Fenceline – Less than 10

campsites remaining
For complete camping informa-

tion, including general admission
RV and tent camping options,
please visit www.poconorace-
way.com/tickets or call 1-800-722-
3929. And remember, kids (ages
12 and under) camp for FREE dur-
ing all NASCAR events at Pocono
Raceway.

The 2020 NASCAR Double-
header week will open with ARCA
Menards Series practice, qualifying
and the General Tire #AnywhereIs-
Possible 200 race on Thursday.
On-track action on Friday will in-
clude NASCAR Gander RV & Out-
doors Truck Series practice and
qualifying, along with two sched-
uled NASCAR Cup Series practice
sessions. Saturdayʼs events will
feature NASCAR Xfinity Series
(Xfinity Series) practice, NASCAR
Cup Series qualifying to set the
field for that dayʼs race, a 150-mile
Gander RV & Outdoors Trucks race
and a 325-mile NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race. Xfinity Series Qualifying,
the Pocono Green 225 Recycled
by J.P. Mascaro & Sons Xfinity Se-
ries race and a 350-mile NASCAR
Cup Series race rounds out the

bucket-list motorsports weekend
on Sunday.

Note: All events, dates and times
are subject to change without no-
tice. Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult ticket holder for
gate admission and at all times
while on Pocono Raceway prop-
erty. Certain terms, conditions and
fees may apply for ticket pur-
chases.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - NASCAR fans

will notice significant enhance-
ments underneath the Earnhardt
Grandstand during this yearʼs
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 week-
end.

Atlanta Motor Speedway is
opening part of its concourse and
installing a brand-new 360 bar for
fans to enjoy on race weekend.
The enhancements are the 14th
and 15th improvements to come
from the Speedwayʼs 20 in 20 Ini-
tiative.

#14 – Open Concourse: AMS is
opening up the area between the
racing surface and its concession
area underneath the Earnhardt
Grandstand, making it more walka-
ble and fan-friendly. 

Plus, thanks to its “20 in 20”
companion, the open concourse is
certain to be one of the most popu-
lar places for fans to hang out dur-
ing race weekend, with a clear view
of the track, room to mingle, and of
course the 360 bar.

#15 – Concourse Bar: Within the
new open concourse will be the
Speedwayʼs massive new con-
course bar. Spanning 57 feet and
wrapping around 360°, the con-
course bar will be serving up drinks
during the races and throughout
the weekend. 

This new concourse bar will
open to serve any fan in the grand-
stand. AMS fans will also help
make the bar complete by deter-
mining its name; AMS will be taking
suggestions on social media and
will have fans vote on which title is
best suited to be affixed to the new
bar.

“With the 20 in 20 Initiative weʼve
challenged ourselves to come up
with great new amenities for our
fans to enjoy, and our new open
concourse and bar are near the top
of the list,” said Atlanta Motor
Speedway Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager Bran-
don Hutchison. “If you enjoy cold
drinks, hanging out with friends,
and watching great NASCAR ac-
tion, thisʼll be the place to be this
March.”

The open concourse and bar 
(Continued Next Pgae)
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represent the 14th and
15th improvements to
come from Atlanta
Motor Speedwayʼs “20
in 20” initiative. All told
the Speedway will be
announcing 20 individ-
ual enhancements to
increase fan value and
the overall enjoyment
of the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500
NASCAR weekend on
March 13-15. 

Tickets and camp-
ing locations for the
Folds of Honor Quik-

Trip 500 weekend at Atlanta Motor
Speedway are available now by
calling 877-9-AMS-TIX or visiting
www.atlantamotorspeedway.com.

Bristol Dragway
BRISTOL, TN - When Thunder

Valley opens its gates in 2020, it
will once again be the home to
some of the best drag racing and
music events in the country as well
as the scene for a significant NHRA
milestone event.

The long-running and fan-fa-
vorite NHRA Thunder Valley Na-
tionals will celebrate its 20th
anniversary at the famed Bristol
Dragway on Fatherʼs Day week-
end, June 19-21. The marquee
event anchors an impressive sea-
son calendar that features the Bris-
tol Chevy Show and Beef ʻOʼ
Bradyʼs Thunder Valley Mayhem,
the ALABAMA concert at Thunder
Valley Amphitheatre presented by
Ballad Health, the NHRA Junior
Drag Racing League Eastern Con-
ference Finals and much more.

“Our 2020 Bristol Dragway
schedule is full of all types of
events for everyone to enjoy,” said
Jerry Caldwell, executive vice pres-
ident and general manager of Bris-
tol Motor Speedway and Dragway.
“Whether you are a fan of 11,000-
horsepower nitro-powered drag-
sters, a bracket racer who wants to
show what theyʼve got or a music
fanatic ready to see one of country
musicʼs biggest acts in a one-of-a-
kind setting, Thunder Valley will be
the place to be in 2020.”

Bristol Dragway will pull out all
the stops to celebrate two decades
of NHRAʼs best battling it out at leg-
endary Thunder Valley. For the first
time ever, all five NHRA Mello Yello
Drag Racing Series pro classes
(Top Fuel, Funny Car, Pro Stock,
Pro Mod and Pro Stock Motorcy-
cle) will compete at the historic Ten-
nessee dragstrip and create a
unique experience for Dad with

plenty of high-performance thrills
for the entire family. Every ticket is
a pit pass, providing guests with
unparalleled access to drivers and
teams throughout the weekend.
Single day tickets start at just $25.
Families are encouraged to come
to the track on Fatherʼs Day to
enjoy “Doughnuts with Dad”, and to
take advantage of the special free
kids tickets for those 12-and-under.

The one-of-a-kind visceral expe-
rience on Fatherʼs Day weekend is
your only chance to catch NHRAʼs
marquee Mello Yello Drag Racing
Series in the Volunteer State next
season. However, that event alone
isnʼt the only reason for a hot-rod-
ding enthusiast to be excited about
what Bristol Dragway has to offer in
2020.

The popular Bristol Chevy Show
will once again return to Thunder
Valley, but will occupy a brand new
date, Aug. 21-23. The Bristol Chevy
Show provides the perfect end to
Summer with some of the best
classic and modern Chevrolet vehi-
cles in the region on display. Fans
can witness drag racing, take in a
car show, collect some merchan-
dise at the swap meet and more.

On Saturday night of Bristol
Chevy Show weekend (Aug. 22),
fans will want to make their way to
the grandstands for the Beef ʻOʼ
Bradyʼs Thunder Valley Mayhem.
The event will feature fast cars, ex-
hibition racing and exciting enter-
tainment. The extravaganza will
conclude with an impressive fire-
works show.

The lyric “Play Me Some Moun-
tain Music” is right at home at Bris-
tol Dragway, where the dragstrip is
carved into the majestic mountains
of the Appalachians. It is only fitting
then to have country music super-
stars ALABAMA perform at the
Thunder Valley Amphitheatre pre-
sented by Ballad Health on Satur-
day, Aug. 8. For one night only,
Bristol Dragway will be transformed
into a state-of-the-art amphitheater
as the sounds of ALABAMA and
John Michael Montgomery fill the
evening air. Guests will want to
stick around as the night sky lights
up during the Food City fireworks
presentation.

After a successful first edition,
the Street Car Takeover returns to
Thunder Valley April 24-25. The
event will showcase some of the
fastest street cars in the country
competing in a multitude of classes
for racers, including roll racing and
drag racing.

Back by popular demand, Street
Fights Saturday Nights returns on
five Saturdays with expanded pro-
gramming including drifting events,

car shows, nightly contests and
much more. As always, drag racing
enthusiasts will be able to tackle
the famed quarter-mile in street
legal rides. Gates will open at 5
p.m. with racing beginning at 6
p.m. Admission for guests is $10
and racers can compete for $15
($20 for trailered racers).

The DER Bracket Racing Series
returns for its 11th season with
bracket racing that features cate-
gories ranging from Super Pro to
Junior Dragsters. For more infor-
mation, visit http://bit.ly/2Rm1Xrq. 

During the latter half of the sea-
son, Bristol Dragway will be home
to four of the largest bracket races
in the country, giving racers a
chance to experience the famed
strip in Northeast Tennessee.

The next generation of drag rac-
ers (ranging in age from six to 17)
will descend upon Bristol in July.
The region will welcome more than
500 young racers and their families
for a week full of racing activities
beginning July 10 with the Huddle-
ston Performance Jr. Dragster Na-
tionals presented by Mike Bos
Chassis Craft, and culminating July
16-18 with the NHRA Jr. Drag Rac-
ing Eastern Conference Finals.
Bristol Dragway has played host to
the NHRA Eastern Conference Fi-
nals since 2004.

The World Footbrake Challenge
is back at Bristol Dragway with two
events this year. The first, featuring
the best footbrake racers in the
country, will be held July 2-5, while
the World Footbrake Challenge
Labor Day 100K will take place
Sept. 3-6. Racers will duel for the
largest payouts in WFC history.

Long revered as one of the most
popular bracket racing events in
the country, the Fall Fling returns to
the Thunder Valley schedule for the
11th time Sept. 29- Oct. 3, as the
best Super Pro racers in the coun-
try come together for the opportu-
nity to win life-changing money.

For those who want the feeling
of racing a dragster down the
famed dragstrip, the Pure Speed
Drag Racing Experience will visit
Thunder Valley on Sunday, June 7.
Participants can either take the
controls of a dragster or take the
ride of a lifetime in a two-seat drag-
ster. For more information,
visit http://bit.ly/38hexiv. 

For more information on events
at Bristol Dragway and to purchase
tickets, please visit BristolDrag-
way.com or call 423-BRISTOL.

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - Darlington

Raceway is celebrating ʻNASCAR
Champions…Past, Present and

Futureʼ for its throwback weekend
celebration on Sept. 4-6, 2020. An-
other champion will be crowned in
2020 and Darlington Raceway will
also be host to the opening round
of the NASCAR Playoffs, which will
declare its 72nd champion since
1949.

Each month, the track will rec-
ognize NASCAR Cup Series cham-
pions from specific decades,
beginning with the 1950ʼs champi-
ons (including 1948 and 1949) in
January.

“Itʼs an exciting time for Darling-
ton Raceway as the trackʼs 2020
campaign will feature our award-
winning throwback weekend cele-
brating NASCARʼs champions,
plus weʼll open the NASCAR Cup
Series Playoffs for the first time on
September 6,” track President
Kerry Tharp said. “Weʼre excited to
be able to celebrate the champions
of our sport each month, beginning
with the 1950ʼs, and recognize their
accomplishments that built stock
car racing into what it is today.”

Hereʼs a look at the six different
champions from that era:

1948 NASCAR Modified Cham-
pion, 1949 NASCAR Strictly Stock
Champion – Red Byron

• Red Byron, who won the inau-
gural NASCAR modified champi-
onship in 1948, would win
NASCARʼs Strictly Stock title (now
the current NASCAR Cup Series)
in 1949 with two victories during the
eight-race campaign. Due to health
complications from World War II,
Byron was only able to compete in
15 races from 1949-51, but won
back-to-back championships in ̓ 48-
49, becoming the sportʼs first
champion. For his success, Byron
was elected to the NASCAR Hall of
Fame in 2018.

1950 NASCAR Grand National
Champion – Bill Rexford

• Bill Rexford won his one and
only NASCAR championship in
1950 in a close finish that saw him
beat out Fireball Roberts during the
19-race campaign. Rexford posted
one victory at Canfield Speedway
in Ohio that season and had five
top-five and 11 top-10 finishes in a
season that saw seven different
drivers take the points lead. He
raced up until 1953.

1951 and 1953 NASCAR Grand
National Champion – Herb Thomas

• Herb Thomas was a 48-time
winner in NASCARʼs top series,
scoring all his wins between 1950
and 1956, including the famed
Southern 500 at Darlington Race-
way in 1951, 1954 and 1955. His
1951 Southern 500 victory (in the
Hudson Hornet) propelled him to 

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k



Continued…

the championship that
year, which included
seven wins and 16
top-five finishes in 35
starts. His 1953 cham-
pionship consisted of
the most wins (12),
top-fiveʼs (27) and top-
10ʼs (31) that season
in a dominant perform-
ance. Thomas was
elected into the
NASCAR Hall of
Fame in 2013.

1952 and 1955
NASCAR Grand Na-

tional Champion – Tim Flock
• A 2014 NASCAR Hall of Fame

Inductee, Tim Flock posted all 39 of
his career victories during the '50s.
His career win percentage was
22.5 percent, which is the highest
among all drivers with at least 100
starts in the series. Flock earned
122 top-10s during the 1950s, and
only 22 of those were not top-five
finishes. Flock won the series
championship in both 1952 and
1955. Based on the point stand-
ings, he won the 1952 champi-
onship by just starting the final race
at West Palm Beach. His 1955 title
was one of the most dominant in
series history after winning 18
races in 39 starts. He won the ʼ55
championship by over 1,500 points
over second-place Buck Baker. His
18 wins in 1955 wasnʼt surpassed
until Richard Petty won 27 races in
1967.

1954, 1958 and 1959 NASCAR
Grand National Champion – Lee
Petty

• Lee Petty competed in 379
events over the 11-year period
(1949-1959), winning 48 of them,
including the inaugural Daytona
500 in 1959. Petty won a series-
best three championships in the
decade while also scoring the most
top-10 and top-five finishes in the
era—297 and 206. 

In the first Daytona 500 that was
held at Daytona International
Speedway in 1959, Petty and
Johnny Beauchamp battled to a
side-by-side finish. Although
Beauchamp was declared the un-
official winner, Petty was awarded
the official victory by NASCAR
three days later after reviewing
photographs and newsreel footage.
He was elected to the NASCAR
Hall of Fame in 2011. His son,
Richard, went on to be the all-time
winningest driver in NASCAR his-
tory (200) wins. He passed his dad
in all-time NASCAR Cup Series
wins in 1967.

1956 and 1957 NASCAR Grand

National Champion – Buck Baker
• Buck Baker, a 2013 NASCAR

Hall of Fame inductee, won back-
to-back NASCAR Cup Series titles
in 1956 and 1957. He amassed 14
victories during the 1956 cam-
paign, which was six more than the
second-place finisher in the points
standings (Speedy Thompson).
The 1957 campaign was equally
impressive as Baker won 10 races
and had 30 top-10 finishes in 40
starts. He won 46 total races in his
career with 372 top-10 finishes and
246 top-five showings.

The Tradition Continues on
Labor Day weekend as the
NASCAR Cup Series Southern
500® is set for Sunday, Sept. 6,
2020. Throwback Weekend cover-
age will once again be covered in
its entirety on NBCSN, MRN and
SiriusXM. The NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries Sport Clips Haircuts VFW 200
will race on Saturday, Sept. 5,
2020.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - One of Tal-

ladega Superspeedwayʼs treas-
ured family members - John Ray -
whose diesel big rig sporting the
giant American flag became iconic
during the trackʼs National Anthem
performances, has died. The for-
mer NASCAR driver was 82 years
old.

Since 2001, few sights in sports
have been more patriotic than that
of Rayʼs gold, brown and chrome
Peterbilt truck, adorned with the
red, white and blue whipping in the
wind, making its way down the Tal-
ladega frontstretch prior to the start
of races. Over the years, a tremen-
dous chorus has exploded into
cheers by hundreds of thousands

of fans during each pass by, creat-
ing a tradition that has left many
emotional and full of American
pride - none more so than the man
who started it all.

“National Anthems at Talladega
Superspeedway are the most
iconic, and itʼs because of our great
friend John Ray,” said Speedway
President Brian Crichton. “What he
brought to our fans canʼt be dupli-
cated. He was an incredible, pas-
sionate man who supported the
track and all of motorsports with
everything he had. His spirit will live
here forever. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the Ray family.”

Rayʼs story at the superspeed-
way started in the form of volun-
teering as he always loved to give
back. For more than 40 years, he
was a member of the White Flag
Club, a dedicated service group of
local businessmen from surround-
ing communities that assist during
race weekends. In 2001, however,
he really stepped up.

That year, after the horrific terror
attacks of 9/11 and the tragic pass-
ing of his longtime friend Dale
Earnhardt Sr., Ray, along with then
Talladega Superspeedway Track
Chairman Grant Lynch, looked to
see what they could do to boost the
morale of a country, and a fan base
that had gone through tough times.
They looked at Rayʼs love for 18-
wheelers and patriotism and found
the answer.

“It was 2001, we just had the
9/11 attacks and Dale had also
passed away earlier that year,” said
Ray, who lived down the street from
the track in Eastaboga, three years
ago. “I had a crazy idea to run my
rig out on the track with an Ameri-
can flag attached to the back. It
started off as a tribute to the coun-
try and to Dale.

“I never thought it would become
the heart-felt moment that it has
over the past some-odd years, but
Iʼm glad it has become a tradition

that means so much to the fans
and the Talladega family. It repre-
sents such a sense of pride that we
all share together as a nation and
as a community. It is my honor and
privilege to do it,” added Ray, who
eventually gave up the driving du-
ties of his big rig and handed them
off to his late friend Roger Haynes,
and last year to his son Johnny.

The laps he drove around the
high banks of Talladega that Octo-
ber day in ̓ 01 werenʼt his first at the
2.66-mile track. Ray, who owned
“John Ray Trucking Company”
since the early 70ʼs, actually set the
world speed record for a semi-truck
and trailer around the mammoth
track at 92.083 mph in 1975 - in a
powerful Kenworth diesel that
hissed and hummed through the tri-
oval at a break-neck speed one fall
afternoon.  

“We were testing brakes for a
company out at the track,” Ray
said. “One thing led to another --
and there I was -- truck, trailer, and
all -- making my way around the
track, trying to set a speed record
– it was something else.”

But, Ray at that time was not just
a trucker – he was a racer. He ac-
tually drove in the NASCAR Cup
Series from 1974-1976. He com-
peted in eight races, four at Tal-
ladega (his best career finish was
22nd at ʼDega in 1974), but an ac-
cident at Daytona in ʼ76 ended his
driving career. He continued on as
a car owner and essentially gave
one of the sportʼs greatest legends
one of his first opportunities: 10-
time Talladega winner Earnhardt. It
would be Earnhardtʼs third career
start. Behind the wheel of Rayʼs
No. 77 Chevy with crew chief
Buddy Parrott that November after-
noon in Atlanta, Earnhardt totaled
the car.

However, the Intimidator and
Ray would stay friends their entire
lives. They would go fishing and
hunting together, sometimes with
another friend and driver, the late
Neil Bonnett, who was more than
happy to belong to the group.
Often, Earnhardt would stay at
Rayʼs home during his trips to Tal-
ladega.

Ray graced motorsports and Tal-
ladega Superspeedway with such
pride and dignity – no one will ever
quite compare. A man who was de-
fined by an 18-wheeler and a small
town demeanor – will inevitably be
remembered not necessarily as a
racer, but as a trucker – and one of
the all-time members of the Tal-
ladega racing family.  He will al-
ways, like his pre-race lap, be
iconic to Talladega Superspeed-
way.
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Former NASCAR driver John Ray (pictured left) began the tradition
of driving his big rig semi-truck around Talladega Superspeedway
sporting the giant American flag during the trackʼs National Anthem
performances in 2001, which has become iconic to the 2.66-mile
venue as well as motorsports. Ray died on Sunday, Jan. 26, 2020 at
82 years old. 



Charlotte
Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Charlotte Motor
Speedway began its
historic 60th anniver-
sary season in dy-
namic style on
Monday, with Team
Penske drivers Joey
Logano, Brad Ke-
selowski and Ryan
Blaney joining Wood
Brothers Racingʼs
Matt DiBenedetto and
world-class Chef
Robert Irvine for a
host of announce-
ments and preseason

festivities.
Speedway Motorsports Presi-

dent and CEO Marcus Smith and
Greg Walter, Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs executive vice presi-
dent and general manager, un-
veiled an agglomeration of
attractions for the upcoming sea-
son.

Highlights included:
• Elvis Presleyʼs iconic pink

Cadillac at the April 2-5 Pennzoil
AutoFair

• Every ticket to the May 16
NASCAR All-Star Race is a pit
pass

• Chris Janson's pre-race con-
cert at the All-Star Race

• Chef Irvineʼs exclusive Coca-
Cola 600 suite menu

• Details on a Mission 600 visit
to the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier

“When my dad (Bruton Smith)
started to move dirt out here on
what was a farm in 1959, Iʼm not
sure he ever imagined it would be
this big,” Smith said. “Heʼs got a
great vision for big things, but I
think whatʼs happened (with Char-
lotte Motor Speedway) in the last
six decades is just the start of what
weʼll see going forward in the next
60 years.”

Logano, the 2016 NASCAR All-
Star Race winner and a past win-
ner of the speedwayʼs 500-mile
Bank of America fall race, believes
Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs pen-
chant for innovation has made it a
trendsetter for six decades and
counting.

“The way they donʼt have a fear
to try something new is what sets
(Speedway Motorsports) apart and
in general, more Charlotte Motor
Speedway,” Logano said. “Thereʼs
a lot of great things that came from
the ROVAL™. … Thereʼs just
something going on here all the
time and I think thatʼs key. You see
it at a lot of race tracks today and I
think it started here.”

With Team Penske having suc-
ceeded at each of Charlotteʼs pre-
mier races, the challenge placed on
Logano, Keselowski and Blaney for
2020 is simple: earn Team
Penskeʼs first Coca-Cola 600 vic-
tory since 2010.

“As a Coca-Cola driver, what it
means to Coke to have one of us
win, I know itʼs a big deal because
Iʼve seen it and Iʼve heard about it
plenty of times,” Logano said. “Itʼs
one of the iconic races that we
have. We look at it as a crown
jewel.”

TICKETS: For tickets to all of
Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs
events, including the 60th anniver-
sary running of the Coca-Cola 600
on May 24, visit www.charlottemo-
torspeedway.com/tickets.

FOLLOW US: Keep track of all
of Charlotte Motor Speedways at-
tractions and events by following
on Twitter and Instagram or be-
come a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-
mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - The Folds of

Honor QuikTrip 500 weekend will
not only be the setting for three
days of NASCAR thrills and family
entertainment – itʼll also be a cele-
bration of Atlanta Motor Speed-
wayʼs 60th anniversary.

Since it opened in 1960 AMS
has hosted 158 races across
NASCARʼs three national tours:
112 NASCAR Cup Series races, 28
Xfinity Series races, and 18
NASCAR Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series races. Across those
six decades of races a myriad of
historic and unforgettable moments
have taken place on Atlanta Motor
Speedway, many of which will the
recognized during this yearʼs
NASCAR weekend on March 13-
15. On top of that, AMS has several
special additions to this yearʼs race
weekend planned, including:

60th Anniversary Decals: Com-
memorative Atlanta Motor Speed-
way 60th Anniversary decals will be
provided to each NASCAR team
which they can run on their cars
during the race. 
These exclusive decals will also be
given to fans who are members of
Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs Insiders
Club as a perk of their member-
ship.

Historic cars on concourse:
Classic racecars that have taken to
the high banks of Atlanta Motor
Speedway will greet race fans
when they arrive on race weekend.
Each of the cars on display were
part of a race or championship win-

ning effort at AMS.
Among the cars confirmed to be on
display on the concourse during
race weekend are:

• #12 – Bobby Allison (1972 race
winner) – Chevy Laguna

• #22 – Bobby Allison (1970 race
winner) – Dodge Daytona

• #43 – Richard Petty (1971 race
winner) – Plymouth Road Runner

• #71 – Bobby Isaac (1970
championship car) – Dodge Day-
tona

• #98 – Leroy Yarborough (1969
AMS winner) – Ford Talladega

Return of the pole: Just about
everyone knows the fastest driver
in qualifying starts first in the race
and is said to be “on the pole.” For
a time, “on the pole” wasnʼt just a
figure of speech: the fastest driver
would literally sit atop a pole in vic-
tory lane after securing the top
starting position.

In 2020 that tradition will return
to Atlanta Motor Speedway and the
best hot-lappers will take their seat
on the pole in victory lane on Sat-
urday of race weekend.

Altogether these 60th Anniver-
sary additions will bring together
the best of Atlanta Motor Speed-
wayʼs history and the present to
make one unforgettable NASCAR
weekend.

The 60th Anniversary features
represent the 13th improvement to
come from Atlanta Motor Speed-
wayʼs “20 in 20” initiative. All told
the Speedway will be announcing
20 individual enhancements to in-
crease fan value and the overall
enjoyment of the Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 NASCAR weekend
on March 13-15. 

Tickets and camping locations
for the Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500
weekend at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way are available now by calling
877-9-AMS-TIX or visiting www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

Texas Motor Speedway
FORT WORTH, TX - It's officially

open season over the phones and
on texasmotorspeedway.com. With
just 74 days until the green flag
waves over the O'Reilly Auto Parts
500 race, individual race tickets for
that weekend and the June INDY-
CAR/NASCAR doubleheader are
on sale. 

Race fans can see any of the
five races during the two event
weekends. The March 27-29
NASCAR weekend includes the
NASCAR Cup Series O'Reilly Auto
Parts 500, the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries My Bariatrics Solutions 300
and the NASCAR Gander RV &
Outdoors Truck Series Vankor 350.
The June 5-6 weekend includes

the NTT IndyCar Series Texas 600
and the Gander Trucks Speedy-
Cash.com 400.

For fans that enjoy listening to
their favorite drivers narrating the
highs and lows of the on-track ex-
perience in real time, a Sights &
Sounds presented by Ashley
HomeStore package offers the best
bang for their buck. Starting at $99
for the O'Reilly Auto Parts 500,
race goers receive a pair of tickets
with headsets, a scanner, and two
vouchers for Coca-Cola products at
the track while supplies last. 

For $79, Sam Riggs opens the
action Sunday, March 29 by head-
lining the Loud & Proud Pre-Race
Show. Growing up with musical in-
terests ranging from George Jones
to Three Doors Down, Riggs likes
to think he mixes his influences the
same way country trailblazers
Patsy Cline or Charlie Daniels did
in their day. Once he moved to
Texas, his career took off, netting
him the Top New Male Vocalist
award at the Texas Regional Radio
Awards. Fans can listen to Riggs
up close in the Texas Motor Speed-
way infield before retreating back to
their seats for the O'Reilly Auto
Parts 500. Pre-race passes are in-
cluded in the season ticket pack-
age.

Group tickets and other special
experiences are available for the
March and June weekends. Sea-
son and weekend camping are
available.

For ticket information, contact
the Texas Motor Speedway ticket
office at 817.215.8500 or online at
www.texasmotorspeedway.com/tic
kets/.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - As the home of

the most exciting racing in motor-
sports, Bristol Motor Speedway is
powering full throttle into the future
offering its guests a menu of brand
new in-race amenities designed to
continually elevate the fan experi-
ence.

Some of the new features and
experiences for 2020 will include:

• Drink rails at all seats in the
David Pearson Grandstand and se-
lect seats in Jeff Gordon Terrace.
Prior to this past Augustʼs Bass Pro
Shops NRA Night Race, drink rails
were installed in the Richard Petty
Terrace. Following overwhelmingly
positive feedback in Petty, Pearson
and select Gordon ticketholders will
be upgraded in style with these
new drink rails. The new rails pro-
vide visitors ample counter space
to accommodate beverages and
snacks, as well as creating

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

additional leg room
and storage space un-
derneath.

• Guests sitting in
Alan Kulwicki and Dar-
rell Waltrip Grand-
stands will now have
extra leg room with
handrails to assist with
moving to and from
middle seats as well
as additional storage
space behind their
seat. All hand rails will
be conveniently fitted
with cup-holders.
Guests in the Kulwicki

Grandstand and Waltrip sections A-
E and EE-JJ will be able to utilize
these enhancements during Aprilʼs
Food City 500 while improvements
for Waltrip sections F-DD will debut
at Americaʼs Night Race in Sep-
tember.

• Open-air bar at Gordon Ter-
race. Guests will be able to grab
their favorite beer or spirit on this
public-access concourse level out-
door bar with 360-degree seating.
Best of all, the bar will look out over
the iconic Bristol Motor Speedway
beginning September race week-
end, providing great views of spec-
tacular racing while fans enjoy their
favorite beverages.

“As a premier sports and enter-
tainment destination, we always
strive for ways to enhance the
raceday experience for our guests,”
said Jerry Caldwell, executive vice
president and general manager of
Bristol Motor Speedway.

“Our new amenities, with even
more in the works, provide comfort,
convenience and entertainment for
race fans who have joined us to
witness the best short track racing.
Thereʼs nothing like a raceday at
Bristol Motor Speedway and we
canʼt wait to see everyone here in
April.” 

NASCAR returns to Bristol
Motor Speedway for two race
weekends in 2020. The Food City
500 weekend (April 3-5) sees
NASCARʼs best race short track
style for the first time during the
season while the Bass Pro Shops
NRA Night Race weekend moves
to the playoffs (Sept. 17-19) as the
official cutoff first round. With the
stakes bigger and better than ever
before, both race weekends will
have canʼt miss action for race
fans.

Tickets to both race weekends
are available. Fans can save 25
percent by purchasing a four-race
Season Pass that includes both
NASCAR Cup Series and

NASCAR Xfinity Series races. The
season ticket starts at just $149.
For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, call 423-BRISTOL or
visit BristolTix.com.

Indianapolis Motor Speedway
INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Penske

Corporation, a global transporta-
tion, automotive and motorsports
leader, announced today that it has
completed its acquisition of the In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway (IMS),
the NTT IndyCar Series and IMS
Productions. 

"We are looking forward to car-
rying on the tradition of the Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway and
IndyCar racing," said Roger
Penske. "We have been diligently
working with the teams at IMS, IN-
DYCAR and IMS Productions over
the last two months to ensure a
smooth and productive transition
and we are ready to hit the ground
running. Now, it is time to get to
work as we continue the growth of
the Speedway and we build on the
momentum of the NTT IndyCar Se-
ries."

Penske Corporation becomes
just the fourth owner in the history
of the famed Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, which has hosted the
world's largest single-day sporting
event - the Indianapolis 500 Mile
Race - for more than 100 years.
Penske joins Carl Fisher, who built
the track in 1909, Eddie Ricken-
backer, who purchased IMS in
1927, and Tony Hulman and Hul-
man & Company, which has owned
and managed the Speedway since
1945. The iconic venue has also
hosted NASCAR, Formula One
and other racing series events
throughout its storied history. The
NTT IndyCar Series continues to
be the premier open-wheel racing
series in North America and is one
of the most competitive champi-
onships in the world. IMS Produc-
tions is a leading video services
and production company.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Sonoma Race-

way is launching a new experiential
automotive program that will allow
drivers of all skill levels to enjoy the
high-speed thrills of the premier
wine country motorsports venue.

The Sears Point Racing Experi-
ence will offer high-performance
driving courses, racing programs,
safe driver training, corporate out-
ings, manufacturer showcases, go-
karting and more.  Programs can
utilize the racewayʼs vehicle fleet or
customers can test their own cars
on the famed 2.52-mile road
course.

The new venture, launched Jan.
1, builds upon instruction platforms
and assets previously operated by
the Simraceway Performance Driv-
ing Center.  New programs, sched-
ules and options will be rolled out
in the coming months.  All pro-
grams and gift cards previously
purchased from Simraceway will be
honored and executed by the
Sears Point Racing Experience.

The new venture continues the
facilityʼs 46-year history of hosting
an on-site racing school. Since
1973, the raceway has been home
to four different top-tier perform-
ance driving/racing schools begin-
ning with the Bob Bondurant
School of High Performance Driv-
ing (1973-1990), Skip Barber Rac-
ing School (1990-1995), Jim
Russell Racing Drivers School
(1995-2006) and Simraceway Per-
formance Driving Center (2006-
2019). 

“The hands-on automotive ex-
perience has always been the core
of our day-to-day business and the
demand for these activities has
grown dramatically over the last
decade,” said Steve Page, Sonoma
Raceway president and general
manager. “We are very excited to
launch this new venture and to fur-
ther integrate these behind-the-
wheel opportunities with our
existing menu of customer experi-
ences.”

The Racing Experience will op-
erate from the existing 18,000-
square foot facility adjacent to Turn
1 of the 12-turn road course; kart-
ing operations will also continue at
the ¾-mile Sonoma Raceway Kart-
ing Center. 

For more information on avail-
able programs and opportunities,
visit www.searspointracing.com or
call 800-733-0345. The Sears Point
Racing Experience is also on Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter
@racesearspoint.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Firefly Music Fes-

tival, the east coastʼs largest music
and camping festival, taking place
June 18 – 21, today announced the
full lineup. 

The 2020 lineup includes Rage
Against the Machine, Billie Eilish,
Halsey, Khalid, Blink 182, Maggie
Rogers, Cage the Elephant, Ille-
nium, Run the Jewels and more
performing across six stages. Eilish
made history at the 62nd annual
Grammy Awards by becoming the
first woman to take home the four
biggest awards: record, album,
song and best new artist. She also
won best pop vocal album. Cage
the Elephant took home an award

at the 62nd annual Grammy
Awards with best rock album. 

To guarantee tickets before they
sell out, visit FireflyFestival.com to
register and receive a unique code
for early access.

Firefly Music Festival is the East
Coast's premier four-day music ex-
perience featuring over 600 acres
of camping, dining and interactive
entertainment nestled within The
Woodlands in Dover, DE.  Buz-
zFeedʼs Clark McCaskill has said,
“It was like stepping into an en-
chanted woodland with music pour-
ing through the trees…” 

Four-day GA tickets start at
$299 and can be purchased on
FireflyFestival.com starting Mon-
day, February 3 at 10 a.m. ET. 

Firefly is conveniently located
within driving distance from most
major metropolitan areas on the
East Coast (including Philadelphia
(under 2 hours), Baltimore (under 2
hours), Washington D.C (under 2
hours) and New York City (3
hours). Fans can also take advan-
tage of the Firefly Regional Shuttle
Program with pickup locations con-
veniently located throughout
Delaware.  Long distance shuttles
from Philadelphia, DC, Baltimore
and New York City are also avail-
able on FireflyFestival.com.

For the latest news and informa-
tion on Firefly Music Festival, visit
FireflyFestival.com and follow Fire-
fly Music Festival on Instagram,
Facebook and Twitter. 

Firefly Music Festival 2020
Lineup:  Absofacto, Anna Lunoe,
Avi Kaplan, Badflower, Big Boi, Big
Wild, Billie Eilish, Blackbear, Blink-
182, Boys Noize, Bryce Vine, Cage
the Elephant, Cash Cash, Cat
Dealers, Choir! Choir! Choir!,
CHVRCHES, Clozee, Cold War
Kids, Conan Gray, Cray, Cub Sport,
David Lee Roth, Dayglow, Devon
Gilfillian, Diplo, Dominic Fike, Don
Toliver, Eliza & The Delusionals,
Gashi, Grandson, Grouplove,
Haiku Hands, Halsey, Hugel, Ille-
nium, Illiterate Light, JJ Wilde,
K.Flay, Kali Uchis, Khalid, Leif
Vollebekk, Leikeli47, Lil Dicky, Lil
Tecca, Loud Luxury, Lucii, Maggie
Rogers, Mallrat, Matt Maeson,
Meute, Michigander, Missio, Neon
Trees, NGHTMRE, Noah Cyrus,
Noga Erez, Omar Apollo, Petit Bis-
cuit, Rage Against the Machine,
Rainbow Kitten Surprise, RDGLD-
GRN, RL Grime, Run the Jewels,
Space Jesus, Sub Urban, Sudan
Archives, The Band Camino, The
Districts, The Glorious Sons, The
Regrettes, The Struts, The Unlikely
Candidates, Tove Lo, Trevor
Daniel, Turnover, Whipped Cream,
White Reaper, and 99 Neighbors
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Carteret County
Speedway

RALEIGH, NC -
18 races will be held at
Bobby Watsonʼs
Carteret County
Speedway in the 2020
season, the trackʼs
fifth full season of rac-
ing.

The complete list
of race dates was re-
leased on Friday
morning at the Pied-
mont Racing Expo at
the North Carolina
State Fair Exposition
Building in Raleigh.  In
all, the season will

consist of 18 races, including the
traditional Memorial Day and Labor
Day race weekends.

On Saturday, March 21st, a few
weeks prior to the season opener,
the make-up date for last yearʼs
postponed 4-Cylinder Nationals will
commence.  Then, on Saturday,
April 18th, the 2020 season will get
underway.

The action will kick into full gear
with three races in the month of
May, including the 5th Annual Me-
morial Classic on Sunday, May
24th.  Two races will be held in
June and another two in July, in-
cluding the CARS Solid Rock Car-
riers Tour race on Saturday, July
11th.

The months of August and Sep-
tember will see two races each –
including the Davey Allison Memo-
rial on Saturday, August 22nd and
the Bobby Watson Memorial Cele-
bration on Sunday, September 6th.
Three races will be held in Octo-
ber.  The regular season will con-
clude on Saturday, October 3rd,
followed by the Vintage Nationals
on Saturday, October 17th and a
race on Halloween night with de-
tails to be announced in the com-
ing weeks.

“We are excited about the up-
coming season,” track owner Bob
Lowery said.  “This will be our sec-
ond year of working to keep
Bobbyʼs dream alive and keep rac-
ing going here at Carteret County
Speedway.  We have a fantastic fa-
cility near the beach here with great
racing on Saturday nights and we
hope drivers and fans come out all
season long.”

More details about the schedule,
including divisions, will be released
in the coming weeks.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow

@carteretcoswy on Twitter and In-
stagram.

Hickory Motor Speedway
NEWTON, NC - “Itʼs been too

long” stated Hickory Motor Speed-
way General Manager Kevin Piercy
in response to the last time that
someone from Hickory Motor
Speedway has won the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series Na-
tional Championship.  If you wind
the clock back, you would need to
go all the way back to the 1990
NASCAR Weekly National Cham-
pionship when Hickory Motor
Speedway driver Max Prestwood
Jr., from Lenoir, NC, took the cov-
eted crown. 

So, the question becomes, what
are we going to do about it?  With
35 events (20 Weekends) on the
schedule & the majority of the
events being twin races, there is
more than enough opportunity for
competitors to make a strong bid
for a National Championship run at
Hickory Motor Speedway.  With the
structure that NASCAR has set up,
the criteria is that tracks will need
at least 16 race cars for a full field
at 18 events.  Hickory Motor
Speedway had an exceptional car
count in the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series during the 2019
season with an average of 14 cars
per event.  It would only take a cou-
ple of additional commitments to
fulfill the necessary car count re-
quirement. 

Hickory Motor Speedway has
agreed to pay an additional
$25,000 to any Division I NASCAR
Late Model competitor that wins the
NASCAR Weekly National Cham-
pionship racing at Hickory Motor
Speedway.  If the NASCAR Weekly
National Championship is not ob-
tained for the 2020 season from
Hickory Motor Speedway, there will
be up to $5,000 in awards to the
top 5 drivers that compete in every
points event for the 2020 race sea-
son. ($1,000 per competitor of ad-
ditional bonus money for
competing in every HMS points
event).

To be eligible for the $25,000
National Championship Bonus and
the additional money that has been
put up by Hickory Motor Speedway,
you must meet the following crite-
ria: 

• All NWAAS Late Model Stock
cars must follow all NASCAR, Hick-
ory rules, tire and fuel require-
ments.

• Compete in a minimum of at
least 12 weekly events (race week-
ends) with a minimum of 18 or
more starts at Hickory Motor
Speedway during the 2020 race

season allowing cars from other se-
ries to compete for this bonus pro-
gram.

• Be officially named the
NASCAR Weekly National Cham-
pion by NASCAR.

• No more than one driver will be
eligible for the $25,000 bonus
money

Please note this additional
bonus program is provided by Hick-
ory Motor Speedway and is above
and beyond all of NASCARʼs regu-
lar series payments

General Manager Kevin Piercy
stated, “I really love this historic fa-
cility, and it will always have a spe-
cial place in my heart.  I just want
everyone to see what a great place
this is to race and we are working
hard to make 2020 the best season
ever.”

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Kingsport

Speedway released their 2020
schedule of events today.

26 racing events will take place
between mid-March through the
end of September.

“Weʼre so excited for the 2020
season,” said Karen Tunnell, gen-
eral manager and promoter of
Kingsport Speedway. “We have a
really strong schedule of events put
together for everyone around the
Tri-Cities.”

The first green flag of the season
waves on Saturday, March 21, fol-
lowed by a second Saturday race
on March 28. April 10 will see the
first Friday night race of the year.

Numerous special events high-
light the seasonʼs schedule – in-
cluding Racersʼ Reunion Night on
June 12, the annual WQUT Fourth
of July event on July 3 and the re-
turn of the Tour of Destruction (date
for the Tour of Destruction event is
to be announced). The Southeast
Super Truck Series make their
standard two stops at “The Con-
crete Jungle” in 2020 – July 11 and
September 26.

“As always, our schedule is
packed with a lot of racing action
through the spring and summer,”
added Tunnell. “Weʼre also very ex-
cited to have the Tour of Destruc-
tion returning to the speedway for
the first time since 2014.”

Weekly racing events will feature
action in the Late Model Stock Car,
Sportsman, Pure 4, Mod 4 and
Pure Street divisions.

2020 will also see the reopening
of the Kingsport Miniway, the go-
kart track located on the Kingsport
Speedway property. The go-kart
track is currently undergoing facil-
ity upgrades and will host kart
rentals and sanctioned racing

events. More information on the
Kingsport Miniway will be released
soon.

“The reopening of the Kingsport
Miniway has been highly antici-
pated,” said Tunnell. “Weʼll be host-
ing go-kart rentals for everyone to
come and have fun, as well as rac-
ing events.”

The true kickoff to the 2020 sea-
son will take place at The Mall at
Johnson City on Saturday, Febru-
ary 15 with the annual season pre-
view Kingsport Speedway Mall
Show. More details on the mall
show will be released as the event
nears.

For more information on every-
thing happening at Kingsport
Speedway, stay tuned to kingsport-
speedway.com. Also follow the
speedway on Facebook, Twitter, In-
stagram and Snapchat.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - The 2020

Selinsgrove Speedway schedule
has plenty to offer for stock car and
late model fans with 10 dates inked
for the super late models and nine
for the limited late model division. 

And based on the level of late
model competition at the Snyder
County oval in 2019, the year
ahead looks promising to say the
least. 

An even one dozen different
super late winners were produced
in 14 shows held at the track in
2019 while four different winners
arose out of the five limited late
shows held.  

Coleby Frye of Dover was the
only super late repeat winner of the
season, scoring three victories
while topping the year-long division
points. 

The new season holds a bunch
of big races for the wide-open,
wide-body super late models.  

At the top of the list is the Jeffʼs
Auto Body & Recycling Center
World of Outlaws 22nd annual Na-
tional Open, coming up on Satur-
day, June 20. 

Both the ULMS and NUSLMS
will sanction specials at the track
during the season as well with the
ULMS April attack planned for April
11 and the NUSLMS Showdown on
Sand Hill slated for August 15.  

Other anticipated dates for the
super lates during the year ahead
include the Ron Keister Memorial
on May 16, the Pa Super Late
Model Challenge Series on June
13 and a Summer Championship
on July 25.  

The super lates will make their
first appearance of the season as
part of March Mayhem at 2 pm on

(Continued on Next Page…)
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March 29.
Three appear-

ances by the super
lates this season, on
April 26, May 16 and
June 20, will be part of
the Slivinski Law Of-
fices Super 7 Series of
races, offering two-di-
vision events featuring
fast-paced, fan-
friendly, premier dirt
track racing at its
finest. 

S e l i n s g r o v e
Speedway will open
2020 at 2 pm Satur-

day, March 21, with the highly-an-
ticipated return of the Northeast
modifieds in the $5,000-to-win Ice-
breaker 40!

The Icebreaker will be a com-
bined small and big block, non-
sanctioned race offering a $24,625
purse and will be run under rules
and specifications that mirror the
Short Track Super Series.   

Also on the March 21 racing pro-
gram will be the crate 602 sports-
man modifieds in a $1,000-to-win
20-lap feature.  

The first 410 sprint car show of
the year is set for one week later,
as part of March Mayhem.  

For a complete 2020 schedule,
the latest news, results, and race
status, visit the speedwayʼs official
website at www.selinsgrovespeed-
way.com or follow the track on Twit-
ter and Facebook. The speedway
office can be reached at
570.374.2266.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - As sprint

car racing goes at Selinsgrove
Speedway in 2020, fans seem to
have hit the jackpot with the sched-
ule as everything is coming up 7ʼs!

Triple 7ʼs, to be certain, as ex-
actly seven shows have been
scheduled for each of three sprint
car divisions during the year ahead
in the form of 410, 360 and 305
sprint action. 

The popular 410 sprint cars will
blast around the track beginning on
Sunday, March 29 as part of
“March Mayhem” before returning
on April 26 for the Ray Tilley Clas-
sic. 

After those two early season
shows, the 410 supers will return
on June 28 for the PA Speedweek
Jan Opperman/Dick Bogar Memo-
rial, July 27 for a Summer Champi-
onship, August 29 for the Summer
Sendoff, September 6 for the Jim
Nace Memorial National Open
Qualifier and finally for the 38th an-

nual Jim Nace Memorial National
Open on September 26. 

The 360 sprints will appear first
on the season coming up on Satur-
day, April 4 in conjunction with URC
as they tune up for their next show,
on May 2 when the ASCS Sprints
invade for the Battle of the Groves
event. 

More 360 action will take place
on May 23 for the URC Jack Gunn
Memorial, on June 6 for the Patriot
Sprints Joe Whitcomb Memorial,
on June 27 for the URC Kramer
Cup and on July 11 for the National
Open for 360s.  

The final 360-powered race of
the season will come in conjunction
with USAC when for the first time
ever, the USAC East wingless
sprints tour the speedway on Au-
gust 9 along with the super size
USAC Silver Crown Series.  

And the competitive IMCA/PASS
305 sprints will hit the track for race
one of seven coming up as part of
Family Night on Saturday, May 9.  

After that, the 305s return on
May 23, June 6, June 28, July 11,
August 15 and finally on Septem-
ber 26.  

The recently released 2020
Selinsgrove Speedway schedule of
events holds a total of 21 dates for
dirt track racing fans.  

The season will open on Satur-
day, March 21 at 2 pm with the re-
turn of the Icebreaker 40 for
combined big and small block mod-
ifieds. 

View the complete 2020 Selins-
grove Speedway schedule of
events by visiting the speedwayʼs
official website at www.selins-
grovespeedway.com. 

Keep up to all the latest oval
news by visiting the website and by
following the oval on Facebook and
Twitter. Reach the speedway office
at 570.374.2266.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway honored its four
2019 division champions and pre-
sented $47,000 in post-season
awards Friday night during the
trackʼs Champions Night dinner in
South Boston.

Champions honored included
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division
title winner Peyton Sellers of
Danville, Virginia, NASCAR Whe-
len All American Series Limited
Sportsman Division title winner
Danny Willis Jr. of South Boston,
Virginia, NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Budweiser Pure
Stock Division title winner Nathan
Crews of Long Island, Virginia and
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-

ries Budweiser Hornets Division
champion Kevin Currin of Chase
City, Virginia.

Sellers won a record third
straight South Boston Speedway
NASCAR Late Model Stock Car Di-
vision championship in 2019, giving
him five career South Boston
Speedway NASCAR Late Model
Stock Car Division championships.
His five championships leave him
just two behind David Blankenship
of Mosely, Virginia who won seven
South Boston Speedway titles.

“They say it always comes eas-
ier after the first one, but itʼs not the
truth,” Sellers remarked.

“Weʼve had some good years.
and weʼve had some bad years, but
the last three years have been ex-
tremely good. 

“I cherish every championship
because they are hard to get,”
added Sellers.

“Itʼs by the grace of God that I
have been able to do it, to compete
this long and be healthy.”

The Danville, Virginia resident
had six wins, 15 Top-Five finishes
and never finished outside of the
Top 10 in his 18 starts. He also won
one pole during the season, com-
pleted every lap run during the sea-
son, and never finished off of the
lead lap.

Sellersʼ six wins in 2019 gives
him 33 career wins in the Late
Model Stock Car Division at South
Boston Speedway, putting him in
fifth place on South Boston Speed-

wayʼs all-time Late Model Stock
Car Division career wins list.

In addition to winning the 2019
championship, Sellers was named
as the recipient of the South
Boston Speedway Overall Most
Popular Driver Award.

“I think itʼs more important to win
the Most Popular Driver Award,”
Sellers pointed out.

“That meant more to me than
the championship because it
means youʼre doing the right stuff
off the track as well as on the
track.”

Willis, who was unable to attend
the awards dinner, earned his
fourth career South Boston Speed-
way NASCAR Limited Sportsman
Division championship in 2019. He
also reached a milestone as his six
victories in 2019 lifted him over the
40-win mark in the division.

In 2019, Willis won six times and
scored 14 Top-Five finishes in his
16 starts, and never finished out-
side of the Top 10.

Along with receiving his champi-
onship awards, Willis received the
award for the most wins and the di-
visionʼs Hard Charger Award.

Crews became a first-time South
Boston Speedway Budweiser Pure
Stock Division champion in 2019,
with his family-owned team earning
a second straight title. Daniel Shel-
ton won the division championship
in 2018, driving the car out of
Crewsʼ family stable.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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South Boston Speedway General Manager Cathy Rice (left) pre-
sented 2019 championship awards to the speedwayʼs division
champions including from the left NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Budweiser Pure Stock Division Champion Nathan Crews,
NASCAR Whelen All American Series Late Model Stock Car Divi-
sion Champion Peyton Sellers and NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Budweiser Hornets Division Champion Kevin Currin during
the speedwayʼs annual Champions Dinner in South Boston. Not
pictured is NASCAR Whelen All American Series Limited Sports-
man Division Champion Danny Willis Jr. (SOUTH BOSTON SPEED-
WAY photo)



(Continued…)

“Itʼs really a feeling
of being on top of the
world,” Crews said of
winning his first cham-
pionship in his 12-year
racing career.

“Itʼs a dream come
true. To win it the way
we did, winning as
many races as we did,
winning as many poles
as we did, means a lot.
Itʼs really humbling
after 12 years of trying
to finally achieve it. I
hope we can continue
on and win a bunch

more before I finally give up rac-
ing.”

Crewsʼ stats for the 2019 season
were impressive. The Long Island,
Virginia resident won nine times
and had 13 Top-Five finishes in his
15 starts. He never finished outside
of the Top 10, and captured seven
pole wins.

In addition to taking home his
championship awards, Crews re-
ceived awards for Most Wins, Most
Poles, the Division Lap Leader
Award, and the divisionʼs Hard
Charger Award.

After having been the division
runner-up for the previous two sea-
sons, Currin got back to the top of
the NASCAR Budweiser Hornets
Division in 2019.

Currin, who won the division title
in the first year of Hornets Division
competition in 2014, won his sec-
ond career division title last sea-
son. He holds the distinction of
having competed in every South
Boston Speedway Hornets Division
race since the division was started
in 2014. 

Currinʼs 2019 season was a
good one, as he captured three
wins and finished in the Top Five in
all 12 of the divisionʼs 2019 season
races.

In addition to taking home the di-
vision championship awards, Cur-
rin also received the divisionʼs Hard
Charger Award.

“I was tired of being the brides-
maid after finishing second the last
two years,” Currin said, “and I really
wanted last season to solidify the
championship I won in 2014. It was
really special for us to get it.

“Iʼm real competitive,” Currin
added, “and to win a championship
at a track like South Boston Speed-
way is hard to describe. To have
won two (championships) now is
awesome.”

South Boston Speedway will
open its 2020 season on Saturday,
March 21 with the NASCAR Whe-

len Modified Tour 150/NASCAR
Late Model Twin 75s. There will be
a 150-lap race for the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour competitors
and twin 75-lap races for the
NASCAR Late Model Stock Car Di-
vision teams.

Advance tickets are available for
$10 each through Friday, March
20. Adult general admission tickets
on race day will be $15. Youth ages
12 and under will be admitted free
when accompanied by a paying
adult.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Quinn Christopher, wife of the late
Stafford Speedway legend Ted
Christopher, has launched the Ted
Christopher Drive for Safety Initia-
tive for the 2020 season at Stafford.
The program, aimed to increase
driver safety awareness, is donat-
ing safety gear to all drivers regis-
tered for the 2020 race season at
Stafford Speedway. 

Funded by the Ted Christopher
Memorial, the Ted Christopher
Drive for Safety Initiative will pro-
vide eligible drivers with either a
Nomex undershirt, Carbonx single
layer head sock, or helmet skirt.
Also participating drivers will be en-
tered into a drawing to win a fully
custom, Leaf Racewear, double-
layer, pro series race suit, including
custom design, custom fit, and em-
broidery. The fire suit will be
awarded at the annual TC 13 SK
Modified® Shootout scheduled for
July 10th. 

“Teddy is my inspiration for this,”
explained Quinn Christopher.  “He
always told me that being safe
while racing was important to him
and he would spend whatever he
needed in order to accomplish
that.” 

A Stafford Speedway competitor
for over 30 years, Ted Christopher
is remembered as one of the great-
est all-time Stafford drivers.
Christopher scored 131 wins in-
cluding 109 SK Modified® wins to
go along with 9 SK Modified® track
championships, leading the way in
all three categories.

Though Ted will always be re-
membered as one of the best on
track, many remember his charac-
ter and passion for racing off the
track serving as a mentor and hero
for many young drivers over the
years. Christopher was a big pro-
ponent of driver safety throughout
his many seasons at Stafford,
known for sharing that philosophy
with other drivers. This memory of
Ted pushed Quinn to develop the
safety initiative.

“I want drivers to take safety se-

riously when they race. It is not only
protection for them but keeps them
safe for their family and friends,
which was Teddy's priority always,”
continued Christopher.  ”Iʼve heard
of race car drivers being in acci-
dents and getting burned. Using
the money from the Ted Christo-
pher Memorial will not only honor
and keep his memory alive, it will
hopefully prevent such injuries to
drivers at Stafford Motor Speed-
way.”

“I want to thank Leaf Racewear
for helping me with this initiative,”
said Christopher.  “Teddy had a
long-standing business relationship
with Leaf for many years.  More
than once, thank God, Teddy was
fortunately wearing their gear while
racing.”

To participate, drivers must be
registered to compete in one of
Stafford Speedwayʼs five weekly
racing divisions for the 2020 sea-
son. Eligible drivers can complete
an online form to select their safety
equipment and corresponding size.
All safety equipment will be distrib-
uted at the 2020 NAPA Auto Parts
Spring Sizzler scheduled for April
25th and 26th.  

“I appreciate the racing commu-
nity for continuing to remember and
honor Teddy with their race tributes
like the TC shootout at Stafford,”
continued Quinn Christopher. “It
has also been nice to see many of
Teddyʼs friends and fans at the
racetrack over the past two years
sharing their favorite TC stories
with me. It truly means a lot to know
how much he is loved, admired and
missed.”

To participate in the Ted Christo-
pher Drive for Safety Initiative driv-
ers must be registered to compete
at Stafford Speedway for the 2020
season and are required to com-
plete an online form available here:
Ted Christopher Drive for Safety
Online Form. Submissions for the
program are due before March 1,
2020. 

For more information, visit
www.sta ffordspeedway.com,
checkout Stafford Speedway on
Facebook or Twitter, or contact the
track office at 860-684-2783.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedwayʼs Limited Late
Model division will see the return of
its winningest driver in history dur-
ing the 2020 season as Chicopee,
MA native Andrew Durand comes
back to full-time competition.  Du-
rand, the driver of the #43 Univer-
sal Plastics, ran the final 2 races of
the 2019 season, which were his
first starts at Stafford since the

2010 season.  It was a tribute to a
friend that brought Durand back to
the track for the first time in nearly
10 years.  

“My best friend Neil Provost,
who used to race at Stafford,
passed away so his passing moti-
vated me to get back to the track
and go racing in his memory,” said
Durand.  “Weʼll be taking things one
race at a time and weʼll see what
we can do but weʼre coming to the
track to win races.  Thanks to Uni-
versal Plastics and Joe Hamm for
their support and my buddy John,
my Dad, and Billy for helping me to
put the car back together.”

Durandʼs two starts in 2019 saw
the former track champion struggle
with mechanical and tire issues that
limited him to 11th place finishes in
both of his starts.  Durand suffered
through a blown rear end in his first
start and then 2 flat tires in his sec-
ond start so he is hoping that he got
his bad luck out of the way and he
can start fresh in 2020 with the
same car he last ran in 2008.  Du-
rand was also coming to grips with
his car, which had many changes
made to it since it last ran in 2008.

Durand is no stranger to winning
races at Stafford.  Durand began
his Stafford career in 2001 driving
in the Street Stock division, where
he won 5 races between 2002-
2004.  In 2005, Durand moved into
the newly created Limited Late
Model division where racked up 25
feature wins, a total which still
stands as the most Limited Late
Model feature wins by any driver in
the history of the division.  Durand
also won the track championship in
2009, winning 5 races that season.
Durandʼs last Stafford victory came
on August 20, 2010 but he will be
looking to add to his win total in
2020, starting off with the season
opening NAPA Spring Sizzler®.
Durand won the 2004 Street Stock
Sizzler feature and the 2009 Lim-
ited Late Model Sizzler feature and
he would like to add a third Sizzler
win to his resume.

“Iʼm looking forward to getting
back out on the track and seeing if
we can do what we used to do back
in the day,” said Durand.  “You
never know whatʼs going to happen
and weʼll be looking to win the Siz-
zler.  In order to win a champi-
onship you have to finish races so
hopefully we can avoid getting any
more flat tires.”

The 2020 Limited Late Model
season kicks off with the 49th An-
nual NAPA Spring Sizzler® on April
24-26. Tickets for the “Greatest
Race in the History of Spring” are
on sale now by calling the Speed-
way Box Office 860-684-2783.
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