
Matt Kenseth
Shows That
He is Still
a Winner
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Chase Elliott
laughed when he was
asked if contact with
Denny Hamlin Sunday
at the Phoenix Interna-
tional Raceway was a
payback for their trou-
bles Oct. 29 at
the Martinsville
Speedway.

W i t h o u t
saying a word,
the message

was delivered.
Hamlin cost Elliott an op-

portunity to advance to
NASCARʼs Final Four at
Martinsville when he pur-
posely drove him from the lead and
into the wall with less than three
laps remaining in regulation.

A victory would have given Elliott
an automatic berth into Sundayʼs
winner-take-all race for the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
championship at the Homestead-
Miami Speedway.

After leading a race-best 193
laps at Phoenix, Hamlinʼs hopes of
getting the final spot on the playoffs
ended when Elliott sideswiped him,
resulting in a cut left-rear tire sent
him into the wall.

While Elliott chuckled, the
crowded cheered wildly and Hamlin
suggested their growing feud wonʼt
end anytime soon.

“I mean, each person had their
own opinion of how they do things
and it just proved to the people that
thought I was a bad guy that he
would do the exact same thing in
the same circumstances, so, I
mean, you know, itʼs just part of
racing,” Hamlin said. 

“I got into him and he chose to
retaliate, so Iʼm in the garage and
thatʼs the way it is.

“Weʼre just going to keep racing
as hard as we can every week and
try to go out there and win Home-
stead and make sure our competi-
tion doesnʼt.”

Elliott, 21, finished second to
Matt Kenseth and was eliminated
from the playoffs. Hamlin finished
35th and in the garage. He, too, will
be a spectator during Sundayʼs
championship race between Martin
Truex Jr., Kyle Busch, Kevin Har-
vick and Brad Keselowski.

While the son of 1988 series
champion of Bill Elliott canʼt win the
championship this year, he deliv-
ered an important message to the
rest of the veterans in the garage

area: The current crop of younger
drivers wonʼt be pushed around.

“I think there is a little bit of haz-
ing just like any sport or series
when you come in and you are a
rookie,” said 23-year-old Ryan
Blaney. “I do believe we have to

stand up for ourselves
and not get shoved
around. There is a re-
spect you have to show. I
respect really every one
of the drivers we are rac-
ing against right now but
you canʼt get pushed
around. It isnʼt going to
stop if you let it happen.
You have to be respect-

ful but at the same time you have
to stand up for yourself.”

For Elliott, that means giving as
much as he takes.

“A wise man [presumably his fa-
ther] once told me that he'll race
guys how they race him with a
smile on his face, so that's what I
did [Sunday],” he said. “I raced him
how he raced me, and that's the
way I saw it. That's about all I have
to say.”

Even after saying he didnʼt con-
sider Sundayʼs run-in with Elliott as
retaliation, all Hamlin could do is
suffer the consequences.

“We got ran into the fence by the
24 [Elliott] when we running up
front all day,” Hamlin said. “We had
a bad pit stop and then we didnʼt re-
ally make any adjustments. Our car
got really tight and we were just
battling all we could to keep our
track position. We werenʼt, and we
allowed our competition to get
close to us.”

Elliott now has seven runner-up
finishes – and he still remains win-
less at the Cup level. After losing a
possible race victory at Martinsville
and coming up one position short
at Phoenix, Elliott is torn whether
he was more disappointed by not
winning yet or qualifying for the
championship.

“I mean, I don't know how you
pick,” he said. “You know, when
one means that you have an op-
portunity to do the other, then I'm
not sure how you differentiate the
two.

“I don't know, just very disap-
pointing, and I just hate that �� I just
hate so bad for my team. They've
been so close to winning a handful
of races the past couple years, and
just, like I told them after the race,
at some point I've got to figure out

how to close better, and I take re-
sponsibility for that.

“I felt like I gave it my all [at
Phoenix], and we'll try to go to
Homestead [this] week, finish the

season as strong as we can and
then get ready to come at them
next year as hard as possible.”

Which includes never backing
down.
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Racing as Hard
as They Can

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We
are covering all the racing series, off track news and other fea-
tures that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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NASCAR XFINITY Series 5 Midwest Sprint Car 14
NCWTS 6 OnTrack 15-16
NASCAR Touring 7 ShorTrack 17
ARCA Racing 8
P.A.S.S. 8
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Welcome 2017 Race Fans!

Chase Elliott (24) leads Denny Hamlin (11) and the pack at
Phoenix. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



It all started nine
months ago at Day-
tona International
Speedway.
Thousands
of miles
later, the
three top
divisions of
N A S C A R
convene at
H o m e -
s t e a d -

Miami Speedway
(HMS) in Homestead,
Florida for Ford Cham-
pionship Weekend. The Camping
World Truck, XFINITY, and Monster
Energy Cup Series will determine
their 2017 champions on the 1.5-
mile challenging track.

All three divisions ran a “regular
season” of races to determine their
playoff contenders. Then, a
process of elimination races was
used to dwindle the field down to
four drivers who will battle it out for
the title in each division. All the
stage and bonus points earned
during the regular season and play-
off races are wiped off the
board. Four competitors in
each division will race with
the best man, or best fin-
ishing team, capturing the
title in their respective di-
vision.

Letʼs take a look at the
championship contenders
in each division.

The Camping World
Truck Series “Final Four”
consists of defending Se-
ries Champ Johnny
Sauter, two-time champ
Matt Crafton, Christopher
Bell, and Austin Cindric.

Sauter, trying to be-
come the first back-to-
back CWTS Champ since
Crafton in 2013 and 14,
enters Homestead on a
two-race winning streak
having won at Texas and Phoenix.
Sauter has also won at Dover and
Chicagoland this season to post
four wins. Plus, he has one win
(ʼ11) at Homestead in his ten career
CWTS starts there. He has three
top-five and seven top-ten finishes
and has led 64 laps at the Florida
track. His average finish is 10.8 at
HMS.

Matt Crafton has one win this
year at Eldora Speedway and is
looking for his third CWTS title. In

16 career truck races at HMS,
Crafton has one win (ʼ15), three
top-five and 8 top-ten finishes. He

also won the pole for
the ʼ15 event and has
led 141 laps. His aver-
age finish at HMS is
11.4. Crafton has fin-
ished first, first, third,
second, and third in the
final CWTS standings
the last five seasons.

Christopher Bell
has five wins (Atlanta,
Texas, Kentucky,
Pocono, and New

Hampshire) this season to pace the
series. He only has two career
CWTS starts at HMS with a best
finish of eighth in ʼ16. His average
finish is 16.5 in his two HMS truck
races.

The “wild card” of the CWTS
final four is Austin Cindric. The
driver of the Brad Keselowski Rac-
ing Ford, Cindric will be making his
first career start at HMS. He has
one win this year at Canadian Mo-
torsports Park and is seeking his
first NASCAR crown. With BKR an-

nouncing that they are closing the
doors after this season, Cindric
could certainly provide this team a
tremendous “going away” present
with the title.

Bell has the most wins this year.
Sauter and Crafton are both former
champs who know how to race for
a title. Cindric is just glad to be in
the final four with the opportunity to
race for a championship.

The NASCAR XFINITY Series
“Final Four” consists of Elliott

Sadler, Justin Allgaier, William
Byron, and Daniel Hemric. Ironi-
cally, none of the fouyr has ever
won the XFINITY title.

The “elder statesman” of the title
contenders, Elliott Sadler, has the
most experience at Homestead.
Sadler has eleven races at HMS in
the XFINITY Series with two top-
five and five top-ten finishes. He
has led 34 laps and has an average
finish at HMS of 15.1. Sadler is
seeking his first win of the 2017
season as well.

William Byron has won four
races (Iowa, Daytona, Indy,
Phoenix) this year, but has never
races in the XFINITY Series at
Homestead. Byron won the pole
and the truck race at HMS last
year, leading 31 laps in the
process.

Justin Allgaier has two wins
(Phoenix, Chicagoland) in ʼ17 in
search of his first title. He has
seven starts at HMS with a best fin-
ish of 6th last season. Allgaier has
led seven laps at HMS and has an
average finish of 15.4.

Daniel Hemric, along with Byron,
will be making his first XFINITY
start at HMS. He has three truck
series starts at Homestead finish-
ing fifth, eighth, and 12th the last
three seasons. Hemric is looking
for his first career XFINITY Series

victory.
The cast of drivers competing for

the NASCAR Monster Energy Cup
Series title at Homestead certainly
has the credentials to be the 2017
Champ. Kyle Busch, Kevin Harvick,
and Brad Keselowski are all former
MECS Champions and Martin
Truex Jr. has won the most Cup
races this season.

Truex enters Homestead with
seven wins this season. Victories at
Las Vegas, Kansas (2), Kentucky,

Watkins Glen, Chicago, and Char-
lotte helped Truex amass the most
stage and bonus points during the
season. However, with those points
no longer a factor, Truex must rely
on his Homestead experience to
finish higher than his other three
title contenders. He has twelve Cup
starts at Homestead with a best fin-
ish of second in 2006. Truex has
seven top-ten finishes, led 110
laps, and has an average finish of
12.3.

Kyle Busch has five wins
(Pocono, Bristol, New Hampshire,
Dover, Martinsville) in ʼ17 in search
of his second MECS title. The 2015
Champion, Busch has 12 HMS
starts with one win (ʼ15). He has
finished in the top ten in four of his
last five HMS starts and has led
279 laps. 

The 2014 MECS Champion
Kevin Harvick has, arguably, the
best record of the final four at
Homestead. In sixteen career Cup
starts at HMS, Harvick has one win
(ʼ14), eight top-five and fourteen
top-ten finishes. He has led 315
laps and has an average finish of
6.9. Harvick has completed 4277 of
a possible 4278 laps in his Cup
races at HMS.

The final driver with an opportu-
nity to win the 2017 MECS title is
the 2012 Champion, Brad Ke-

selowski. Earning his final
four position by points,
Keselowski has three
wins (Atlanta, Mar-
tinsville, Talladega) this
year and is seeking his
second Cup crown. He
has competed in nine
Cup events at Home-
stead with a best finish of
third twice (ʼ14, ʼ15) and
three top-ten runs. He
has led 106 laps with an
average finish of 15.9 at
Homestead.

So, thatʼs the
twelve drivers who will be
competing for a NASCAR
Championship at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway
this week. Three divisions
with four drivers eligible
for the title in each.  And

remember, a driver doesnʼt have to
win the race to win the title. The
driver among the four who posts
the best finish of the four will leave
the Florida track with a NASCAR
title. No stage points, no bonus
points, best finish wins.

Best wishes to each driver and
their team in their quest for a cov-
eted NASCAR Championship. Iʼm
sure youʼll provide the fans with
three very entertaining races to fin-
ish the 2017 season.
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By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

The middle-aged man
without a ride for 2018
drove a dagger
through the heart of
the youngster ex-
pected to shine in the
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series

for years to come.
With nine laps left in Sundayʼs

Can-Am 500 at Phoenix Raceway,
45-year-old Matt Kenseth passed
21-year-old Chase Elliott for the
lead and pulled away to win for the
first time since the July 2016 New
Hampshire race, breaking a 51-
event winless string.

Kensethʼs victory, the 39th of his
career, deprived Elliott of a chance
to run for the series championship
next Sunday at Homestead-Miami
Speedway and kept Chevrolet out
of the title race. The win also was a
gift to Brad Keselowski, who sur-
vived a lackluster afternoon with
enough points to advance to the
Championship 4 event.

Resigned to a hiatus from
NASCAR racing after Erik Jones
takes his seat in the No. 20 JGR
Toyota at the end of the year,
Kenseth won at Phoenix for the
second time and provided a rare
show of emotion in Victory Lane.

"Yeah, itʼs really not describ-
able," Kenseth said. "With only two
(races) left, I didnʼt think we proba-
bly had a good chance of getting

back to Victory Lane. Itʼs been, I
donʼt know how many races –
somebodyʼs probably going to tell
me tonight – but itʼs been at least
50 or 60, so itʼs been a long time.

"Weʼve had a lot of close ones.
Just felt like it was never meant to
be, and today it was meant to be….
Iʼve got to be honest with you, I
never dreamed Iʼd win one of these
races, so obviously Iʼve been so in-
credibly blessed throughout my
whole career."

Elliott has had some painful run-
ner-up finishes this season—run-
ning second five times in his quest
for a first career victory—but the
sting of this one was especially se-
vere. After squeezing Playoff con-
tender Denny Hamlin into the
outside wall on Lap 270, Elliott
grabbed third place before Hamlin
blew a tire and shot into the Turn 3
wall on Lap 275, his race and his
championship run were over.

One lap after the final restart on
Lap 282, Elliott passed Martin
Truex Jr. for second. One circuit
later, he shot past Kenseth through
Turns 3 and 4 for the lead and
began to pull away. As the run con-
tinued, however, Kenseth closed
the gap. On Lap 303 of 312, he
cleared Elliott off Turn 2 and
stretched his advantage to 1.207
seconds at the finish.

"We were so close to having an-
other shot next week," Elliott said.
"But, man, I canʼt say enough for
our team and our Hooterʼs Chevro-

let this weekend. We fought really
hard today and gave ourselves a
chance. Our car was really fast on
those short runs after a caution and
after pit cycles on tires. It fired off
really good, and we did pretty good
on the short run all day and got re-
ally tight as the run went long.

"And once the rubber laid back
down, I was just hanging on and
hoping I could get to traffic before
(the car) started going away. Itʼs
just such a bummer. I was telling
my guys weʼll get it right someday,
or Iʼll get it right someday. Weʼve
had so many good opportunities,
and at some point, weʼve just got to
close."

Hamlin had led 193 laps before
his run-in with Elliott. The two driv-
ers had a recent history, with Ham-
lin depriving Elliott of a possible
victory and a Championship 4 berth
by knocking him into the Turn 3 wall
with fewer than four laps left two
weeks ago at Martinsville.

"Oh, well, Iʼm going to race guys
how they race me and keep a smile
on my face regardless," Elliott said
of the incident. "Iʼm happy to race
guys how they choose to race me,
and thatʼs the way I see it."

Keselowski, who muscled an ill-
handling car to a 16th-place finish
and beat polesitter Ryan Blaney
(17th Sunday) for the final berth in
the championship race, moves on
to Homestead to battle Kevin Har-
vick, Martin Truex Jr. and Kyle
Busch for the series title. Truex, the
series leader, finished third on Sun-
day in front of Jones and Harvick.

Jamie McMurray, Kyle Busch,
Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Aric Almirola
and Dale Earnhardt Jr. completed
the top 10.

Jimmie Johnson, who like Elliott
needed a victory to advance to
Homestead, blew his right front tire
and crashed out of the event on
Lap 150, ending the day in 39th
place.
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Matt Kenseth Shuffles
Championship 4 Field

with Dramatic
Phoenix Victory

Race winner Matt Kenseth is all smiles as he celebrates in PIRʼs
victory lane Sunday afternoon. It was his first win of the season
and probably his last for JRG Racing since he is out of a ride after
next weekʼs finale. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

Matt Kenseth (20) pulls out to a comfortable lead over second-place Chase Elliott (24) and the rest of the field to win the Can-Am 500.
(RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

With a pickup pit crew,
at the track that cost
him a shot at the
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
title last year, William
Byron won Saturdayʼs

Ticket Galaxy 200 to advance to
the Championship 4 race in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series.

Behind him, JR Motorsports
teammates Justin Allgaier and El-
liott Sadler also qualified for the title
race with finishes of 10th and 18th
respectively. The JRM trio will join
Daniel Hemric in an all-Chevrolet fi-
nale, after Hemric ran fifth and held
off a valiant bid from Cole Custer
after a restart with 13 laps left.

Byron took the lead off pit road
after taking right-side tires only dur-
ing a stop under caution on Lap
183 of 200. As Hemric, Erik Jones,
Ryan Blaney, Christopher Bell and
Custer battled behind him, Byron
pulled away to beat Blaney to the
finish line by .960 seconds.

"The second-to-last run of the
race it took off on the long run,"
said Byron, who was knocked out
of the Truck Series Playoff last year
when his engine blew at Phoenix.
"I got up to third, and we got the
two tires on it, and we were able to
stay up there.

"I felt like clean air was pretty im-
portant. The 20 (Jones), the 22

(Blaney) and us were really similar.
Whoever was in third would lose
distance to the front two after prob-
ably 20 or 30 laps. We just had to
adjust on it and make sure we got it
right for the last pit stop."

Jones ran fourth, followed by
Bell and Hemric, who passed
Custer on the final lap to claim the
final spot in the Championship 4 by
four points. Blake Koch also got
past Custer on the way to the stripe
to grab sixth place, and Custer
rolled home seventh.

The JRM teams found out Sat-
urday morning that their pit crews
wouldnʼt make it to Phoenix in time
for the race because their plane
had been diverted to Little Rock,
Ark., with a mechanical problem.
That led to a scramble for crew
members pieced together from
Hendrick Motorsports development
crews.

In Byronʼs case, the put-together
crew proved up to the task. They
got his No. 9 Chevrolet off pit road
first after the final pit stop, though
crew chief Dave Elenz said the
two-tire call was dictated by the
teamʼs inability to jack the left side
of car, a problem that had recurred
throughout the race.

"The guys on the pit crew did an
awesome job, to step in cold-turkey
like that, not knowing that youʼre
going to do it this morning," Byron
said. "And then showing up and pit-
ting the car in the Playoffs—thatʼs

pretty insane."
If Byron was relatively uncon-

cerned with a makeshift crew, team
owner Dale Earnhardt Jr. was more
than mildly surprised.

"I freaked out when I heard it,"
Earnhardt said. "I was real sur-
prised by that news, but I was as-
sured that we had people here who
could get in there and do the job,
and to be honest with you, they did.
Give those guys a lot of credit…

"Iʼm equally glad that our guys
who had to land in Arkansas are
safe, and weʼll see them next
weekend."

The major casualty of the race
was Brennan Poole, who came to
Phoenix fourth in the standings with
a good chance to make the Cham-
pionship 4. But Poole wrecked on
Lap 22 while trying to drive to the
inside of the lapped car of Caesar
Bacarella, who was making his first
XFINITY start.

"I saw (Bacarella) go in (to Turn
1), and we were going to kind of go
to the top to go around him, and he

slid up so I tried to go to the bot-
tom," Poole said. "Bad luck, bad
circumstances.

"I guess I could have been a lit-
tle more cautious there, but just try-
ing to get up there to get some
stage points and keep moving for-
ward."

None of the four drivers compet-
ing for the title next Saturday drives
a car eligible for the ownersʼ cham-
pionship. The four cars running for
the latter title are the No. 22 Ford
of Team Penske, the Nos. 18 and
20 Toyotas of Joe Gibbs Racing
and No. 42 Chevrolet of Chip
Ganassi Racing.

All four cars have been driven by
multiple drivers this season.

NOTE: The No. 7 Chevrolet of
Allgaier was found to have an un-
attached brake cooling hose in
post-race inspection, resulting in an
L1 penalty. The infraction did not
affect the composition of the Cham-
pionship 4, but Allgaier will lose the
services of crew chief Jason Bur-
dett for the season finale.
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s William Byron Leads
JR Motorsports Parade
into NASCAR XFINITY

Title Race

Car owner Dale Earnardt Jr. celebrates with race winner William
Byron after the Ticket Galaxy 200 at Phoenix. (NIGEL KINRADE
PHOTOGRAPHY photo)

William Byron (9) battles for position with Ryan Blaney (22) to go
on and win the NASCAR XFINITY Series race at Phoenix Inter-
naional Raceway Saturday and secure his spot in the seriesʼ finale
next week in Homestead. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
AVONDALE, AZ -

Three red flags told
the story of Friday
nightʼs Lucas Oil 150
at Phoenix Raceway.

The third of the
three gave defending
NASCAR Camping

World Truck Series champion
Johnny Sauter the chance he
needed to win the race that set the
field for next Fridayʼs championship
event at Homestead..

When Kyle Busch Motorsports
teammates Christopher Bell and
Noah Gragson wrecked during an
intense side-by-side duel with
seven laps left, Sauter inherited the
lead for a restart on Lap 149 of 150,
and held off John Hunter Ne-
mechek by .668 seconds for his
second straight victory, his first at
Phoenix, his fourth of the season
and the 17th of his NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series ca-
reer.

"We didnʼt have the best truck,"
Sauter said. "We had a great truck
on long runs. He (Nemechek) had
fresher tires, but I knew if I could
have a good Turn 1 (on the restart)
and get a good launch off that cor-
ner, weʼd be OK."

By the time Sauter pulled away
over the final two laps, Bell, the se-
ries leader, had clinched a spot in
the Championship 4 race. So had
two-time series champion Matt
Crafton, who finished third in each
of the first two stages to wrap up
his place in the finale on points.

The second red flag followed a
wild crash on the backstretch that
started with trucks racing five-wide
through the dogleg and wrecking
when they ran out of room near the
entry to Turn 3.

The first red flag was for agony
and ecstasy—agony for Ben
Rhodes, who was knocked out of
the final four, and ecstasy for Austin
Cindric, who advanced in the Play-
offs to the Championship 4 and will
race for the title in Miami.

After Bell and Crafton already
had joined Johnny Sauter in the
championship race at Homestead-
Miami, the battle for the final spot
took a dramatic turn when the No.
50 Chevrolet of Josh Reaume
stalled on the track on Lap 122 of
150 to cause the third caution of
the night.

Both Cindric and Rhodes came
to pit road under the yellow, with
Rhodes giving up the third position
to make the stop. When the drivers

lined up for a restart on Lap 130,
Cindric was 11th, right behind
Rhodes in ninth.

Cindric got a strong run across
the start/finish line and dived to the
bottom of the track. Rhodes moved
down to block, and contact be-
tween the trucks sent Rhodesʼ No.
27 Toyota spinning hard into the in-
side wall, then bouncing up the
track into the No. 88 Toyota of
Crafton, his ThorSport Racing
teammate.

Cindric avoided damage and
rolled home in ninth, earning a
chance to run for the series title at
Homestead-Miami Speedway on
Nov. 17 in the Ford EcoBoost 200
(on FS1 at 8 p.m. ET).

"Why would he block it?" an in-
credulous Cindric asked on his
radio after the wreck. "Why would

he block that?"
Rhodes felt the Cindricʼs move

was unwarranted.
"He put me in a bad place and

trying to do everything I could to
keep the spot, but once you file into
Turn 1 we were all going to wreck,
so Iʼm not sure that was the right
move on his part," Rhodes said. "I
did everything I could to just make
sure we were having a good day.

"We were in front of him all day
long, and we were going to be into
the final four… and I donʼt know. It
looked like a desperation move to
me, because thereʼs so much rac-
ing left to do."

The exit of the Toyotas of
Rhodes, Bell and Gragson gave
Nemechek one final chance to stay
in the Playoff with a victory. Ne-
mechek restarted second in the
outside lane but couldnʼt keep up
with Sauter through the first two
corners.

"Our truck wasnʼt that great on
the outside all night," Nemechek
said. "Once Johnny got to clean air,
there was really nothing I could do.

"That will probably be the most
disappointing second-place finish
of my career. So close, yet so far."

Bell and Gragson swapped the
lead for the first 145 laps (Bell 90,
Gragson 55) before Bell pitted with
damage under the final caution and
handed the lead to Sauter.

"Honestly, I could see it coming,"
said Sauter, who was running third
when Gragson lost control, slid into
Bellʼs Toyota and got T-boned by
Justin Haleyʼs Chevrolet. "I got a
good run into Turn 3, and then I
saw them spinning."

And with that spin of the wheel
of fortune, Sauter was in Victory
Lane, heading to Homestead-
Miami with the same sort of mo-
mentum that carried him to the
championship last year.
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Johnny Sauter Wins
Chaotic Phoenix Race,

as Austin Cindric
Advances to Finale

Johnny Sauter (21) keeps the lead in front of second-place John
Hunter Nemechek (8) to go on and win the Lucas Oil 150. (RONDA
GREER photo)

Victory lane at PIR is the best place to be. Johnny Sauter enjoys the moment with his team Friday
night. (RONDA GREER photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Derek
Kraus had a hard-
fought battle to earn
the 2017 K&N Pro Se-
ries West Sunoco
Rookie of the Year
title.

While the rookie
had a successful
rookie season with Bill
McAnally Racing
amassing one win,

nine top-five and ten top-10 fin-
ishes, it seemed like fellow rookie
Will Rodgers was always right be-
hind him.

“The season went well,” the 16-
year-old said. “We had a lot of top
five and top three finishes. It was a
tight battle with Will throughout the
entire season. We had no break.
But it helped motivate us and it kept
us going throughout the year and
we finished on a high note.”

The high-note the Stratford, Wis-
consin, native is referring to is his
first series career victory at the sea-
son finale at Californiaʼs Kern
County Raceway Park.

“It was great finishing the sea-
son that way,” Kraus said. “I
learned a lot throughout the sea-
son, like what it takes to be com-
petitive, lead laps and ultimately
win races. So, to get that victory re-
ally got the monkey off our backs.”

Kraus came close to earning his
first NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West win multiple times throughout
the year, but was denied a trip to
Victory Lane by Todd Gilliland, the
2017 K&N Pro Series West cham-
pion, and Chris Eggleston.

“It was amazing to finally get it
done after finishing second or third
to our BMR teammates throughout

the season. It was the dream way
to end my rookie year.

“While I donʼt know what my
plans are for next season as of
now, earning not only my first win
but also the Sunoco Rookie of the
Year title definitely helps my confi-
dence.”

The newly minted rookie of the
year has plenty of people to credit
for his success. 

“I wouldnʼt have accomplished
anything close to this without my
parents and the entire BMR team,”
Kraus said. “I also have to thank
Toyota, Carlyle Tools, Marilyn
Fanetti and everyone else who has
supported me throughout my rac-
ing career.”

2018 NASCAR Drive
For Diversity

Team Announced
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

youngest NASCAR PEAK Mexico
Series champion. The youngest
driver to win four Trans-Am cham-
pionships. And the 2016 Wendell
Scott Trailblazer Award winner.

As evidenced by the six drivers
announced as part of the 2018
NASCAR Drive for Diversity Devel-
opment Team, the roster for next
year is stacked with emerging
young talent ready to make their
mark in the sport. The drivers rep-
resent a cross-section of back-
grounds – both in terms of heritage
and driving disciplines – and all
share a common goal: To reach the
highest levels of NASCAR.

“What weʼre seeing with these
six drivers is a group of very tal-
ented racers who have shown the
ability on and off the track to excel
at the next level,” said Jim Cassidy,

NASCAR senior vice president of
racing operations. “With an in-
creased focus on seat time and
competition among the drivers,
weʼre looking forward to watching
them perform next season.”

“We are thrilled with the level of
talent that applied for the program,
were invited to the NASCAR Drive
for Diversity Combine and, ulti-
mately, the six who were selected
to drive for Rev Racing in 2018,”
said Max Siegel, CEO of Rev Rac-
ing. “As weʼve seen the program
evolve over the years and produce
wins and champions, and help ele-
vate drivers such as Daniel Suárez,
Kyle Larson and Darrell Wallace Jr.
to the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series, these drivers have the
ability and potential to carry that
legacy forward.”

The 2018 NASCAR Drive for Di-
versity roster includes a pair of driv-
ers who have been part of the
NASCAR Next program, an indus-
try initiative designed to spotlight
the sportʼs rising stars.

The new class features the fol-
lowing drivers: 

• Chase Cabre, 20, Tampa,
Florida. Cabre finished sixth in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
championship standings and was
runner-up for Sunoco Rookie of the
Year. He won the 21 Means 21
Pole Award twice and recorded four
top-five finishes. He will return to
compete in the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East and will also race a
Late Model in the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series.

• Ernie Francis Jr., 19, Dania,
Florida. Francis has already locked
up his fourth Trans Am Series
championship, becoming the
youngest driver in series history to
do so. He has 32 Trans Am Series
wins – the most in series history –
and 15 Pirelli World Challenge vic-
tories. Francis will be a develop-
ment driver with Rev Racing,
running road-course events in the
K&N Pro Series East and select
Late Model events, as well as test-
ing, as he transitions to oval-track
racing.

• Rubén García Jr., 21, Mexico
City, Mexico. García will return to
Rev Racing for his third season.
The 2015 NASCAR PEAK Mexico
Series champion finished fifth in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East this
year and is third in the PEAK Mex-
ico Series standings with one race
remaining. The NASCAR Next
graduate will join Cabre in the K&N
Pro East in addition to racing in the
Late Model.

• Nick Sanchez, 16, Homestead,
Florida. Sanchez finished fifth in
the 10-race Bojangles Summer

Shootout at Charlotte Motor
Speedway with Rev Racingʼs Leg-
ends Car program last year, and
will move up to the teamʼs full-time
Late Model in 2018. Sanchez had
a win among five podium finishes in
the Summer Shootout.

• Ryan Vargas, 17, La Mirada,
California. Vargas won the Wendell
Scott Trailblazer Award in 2016 as
the highest finishing multicultural or
female driver in the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Division I.
He was runner-up for NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series
Jostenʼs Rookie of the Year for Cal-
ifornia in 2016 while racing at Ir-
windale and Bakersfieldʼs Kern
County Raceway Park and the
Bullring at Las Vegas Motor Speed-
way. This season, he scored a pair
of wins this year to finish third in the
state standings and 16th in the na-
tional standings. Vargas will drive in
the third full-time K&N Pro Series
East car and also race in the Late
Model.

• Isabella Robusto, 13, Fort Mill,
South Carolina. Robusto will an-
chor Rev Racingʼs Youth Driver
Program as she returns to the team
to drive in the Legends car. Ro-
busto will be one of four youth de-
velopment drivers, with the
remaining three to be announced
at a later date. She was third over-
all at the Bandolero Winter Nation-
als and was the South Carolina
Legends Young Lions champion in
2016 and was third overall in points
in the Bojangles Summer Shootout
Series in 2015.

NASCAR Drive for Diversity
aligns drivers with a team of exec-
utives, athletic directors, crew
chiefs and mentors tasked with
helping them achieve career suc-
cesses, and thus improving their
goal of reaching one of the three
NASCAR national series.

The 2017 NASCAR season was
another banner year for NASCAR
Drive for Diversity alumni, as three
graduates made a major impact at
the sportʼs highest level. 

Kyle Larson earned four wins to
establish his No. 42 Chip Ganassi
Racing team as a force in the Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series.
A contender for Sunoco Rookie of
the Year honors, Daniel Suárez this
year became the first Mexican-born
driver to compete full-time in the
sportʼs premier series, and in Feb-
ruary raced in his first DAYTONA
500. Last month, Darrell Wallace Jr.
was announced as the new driver
of Richard Petty Motorsportsʼ iconic
No. 43 Ford for the 2018 season. 

For more information on
NASCAR Drive for Diversity, visit
NASCARDiversity.com.
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Derek Kraus beat Will Rodgers for the NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West Sunoco Rookie of the Year title after earning his first series
victory at Kern. (NASCAR via Getty Images photo)

Kraus Nabs Sunoco Rookie
of the Year After First K&N

Pro West Victory



CHARLOTTE, NC
- In 2006, Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Presi-
dent Tom Mayberry
was looking for a way
to get the best short
trackers from the
North and South to-
gether in an ultimate
Super Late Model
showdown.  Thus,
was born the Mason-
Dixon Meltdown, a

race dominated in its early years by
New Englandʼs best, Cassius
Clark, Ben Rowe, and Johnny
Clark.  It was not until 2010 when
Georgiaʼs Justin Wakefield took the
checkered flag at Newport Speed-
way that the trophy came down to
“Dixie.”  Since then, southern driv-
ers have had the dominant hand in
the big race, but with the MAV TV
cameras rolling, a new name, more
laps, and over $15,000 going to the
winner, the Yanks hope they can
bring the glory back to the north in
next weekendʼs Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300 at Hickory
Motor Speedway.

Leading a big contingent of driv-
ers from New England and
Canada, will be the 2017 PASS

North Super Late Model champion,
Travis Benjamin.  With two wins on
the season, Benjamin was able to
capture his second PASS North
title and, when asked, is not shy in
telling anybody who he believes will
have the upper hand heading to
Hickory.

“It will be fun going to Hickory
being the PASS North champion,”
says Benjamin, who will be piloting
the Petit Motorsports Chevrolet #7.
“I feel PASS North is the best se-
ries in the country and that a north
team will win that race…and hope-
fully itʼs us.”

For several years, fans and driv-
ers have asked for an Oxford 250-
style event in the south, more laps,
more money, live pit stops, all en-
capsulated into one day.  This
yearʼs MegaMeltdown fulfills those
wishes with practice, qualifying,
and racing all on Saturday, Novem-
ber 18.  While Benjamin has tasted
success in the Oxford 250, he does
not feel like that will necessarily
give him an advantage over his
competition.

“I think most everyone has ex-
perience in extra lap races, but
those are the races I usually do
well in,” says Benjamin.  “We

should be good so long as we are
there at the end.  We should have a
chance to go for the win.”

With just over a week left before
practice starts, over 30 drivers from
all over the United States and
Canada have already filed entries
for the Mason-Dixon MegaMelt-
down 300 at Hickory Motor Speed-
way.  The 300 lap race will feature
live pit stops, but unlike some other
major races, since caution laps do
not count, teams will not be faced
with the decision to bring in over-
priced “ringers” to pit their cars.
With $15,000 going to the winner
and the cameras of MAV TV rolling
for a nationwide audience, Hick-
oryʼs weathered surface and .363-
mile track length levels the playing
field between the 400 horsepower
“crate” engine powered cars and
the 600 horsepowered “built” en-
gines.

Adding to the prestige of the
MegaMeltdown, both the PASS
South and PASS National Champi-
onships will be decided at Hickory
on November 18.  And, if that was
not enough, a big field of Must See
Racing winged Sprint Cars will be
in action as well.

PASS Southʼs Matt Craig, Kodie
Conner, Tate and Jay Fogleman,
Jody Measamer, Roy Hayes, Tyler
Church, and Jeff Batten have all
filed entries. In addition to the
PASS South regulars that will be
racing at Hickory, a very strong

contingent of New Englanders
have filed entries including former
Hickory winners, DJ Shaw, Mike
and Ben Rowe, 2008 PASS Na-
tional Champion, Cassius Clark,
and 2015 Oxford 250 winner, Glen
Luce.  Fellow northeasterners,
Trevor Sanborn, Derek Griffith,
Derek Ramstrom, Travis Stearns,
Dennis Spencer, Jr., Garrett Hall,
and Gabe Brown have also regis-
tered, along with Canadians, Sarah
Cornett-Ching, JP Josiasse, and
Cole Butcher.  Former Hickory win-
ners, Brandon Setzer and Chris Dil-
beck have filed entries, while David
Calabrese from New Jersey and
Carson Hocevar from Michigan,
plus West Coasters, Garrett Evans
and Kayla Eshleman, hope to
make the cut for the big race.

All the action gets under way on
Thursday, November 16 at Hickory
Motor Speedway with PASS hauler
parking and optional practice from
1 – 4 PM.  On Friday, November
17, practice will begin at 10 AM, fol-
lowed by Must Racing Sprint Car
qualifying.  On Saturday, Novem-
ber 18, practice will begin at 9 AM,
with PASS Super Late Model qual-
ifying at 11 AM, followed Must See
Racing Sprints for 50 laps and the
Mason-Dixon MegaMeltdown 300.

PASS Super Late Model entry
forms and the complete weekend
schedule for the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 300  can be found
at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

P.A
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Yanks and Rebs Ready For

A Fight In PASS
MegaMeltdown at Hickory

TALLADEGA, AL -
After two days of test-
ing new sleek com-
posite-material bodies
at Talladega Super-
speedway, the ARCA
Racing Series Pre-
sented by Menards
will return to the 33-
degree banked venue
for next year's General

Tire 200 (April 27, 2018) in great
anticipation.

A total of 16 drivers, including
2017 Series champion Austin The-
riault, former Talladega winner Gus
Dean along with Alabama natives
Bret Holmes (Munford) and
Thomas Praytor (Mobile), were on
hand to give the bodies their first
laps around Talladega. After being
utilized at short and intermediate
tracks this past season, the new
bodies will be used at both restric-

tor plate tracks - Talladega and
Daytona International Speedway -
for the first time in ʼ18.

“We went out there with about
five or six cars and we didnʼt get to
bump-draft as much as we nor-
mally would during the course of a
race weekend, but we each took
turns leading and shuffling the
order to see what our cars could
do,” said Holmes from nearby Mun-
ford.

One person in attendance who
has a lot of experience at Talladega
was Theriaultʼs car owner Ken
Schrader, who ran Monster Energy
Cup Series races at the 2.66-mile
venue from 1985-2010. He walked
away extremely pleased.

"We like everything we have
seen so far," said Schrader, who
won Talladegaʼs 1988 Diehard 500
– his first in NASCARʼs premier se-
ries – along with a NASCAR XFIN-

ITY race win in 1994. "The new
body will probably make the field
even closer in the draft than what
we have seen before - believe it or
not."

Other drivers who participated in
the open test included: Natalie
Decker, Riley Herbst, Sean Corr,
Christian Eckes, Travis Miller,
Blaine Perkins, Chase Purdy, Scott
Reeves, Codie Rohrbaugh, Zane
Smith and D. L. Wilson.

Body styles eligible for competi-
tion in the ARCA Racing Series at
Daytona and Talladega in 2018 in-
clude the Chevrolet SS, Ford Fu-
sion and Toyota Camry. Teams
have the option of running the
ARCA Ilmor 396 or the Legacy en-
gine package.

The ARCA Racing Series Pre-
sented by Menards returns to Tal-
ladega for the General Tire 200 on
Friday, April 27, 2018.
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Composite Body Testing at
Talladega Superspeedway
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SOMERTON, AZ -
A third-place finish to
start off the weekend
improved to second
the following night,
and finally, victory for
Seth Bergman to
close out the 2017
season with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network at the

Cocopah Speedway
"We were bad fast all weekend,

and we've been knocking at the
door all year, so to close this sea-
son out with a win tonight, it's
something we've been working
very hard on," said a jubilant Seth
Bergman who gave nothing but
high praise and thanks to his family,
sponsors, and crew.

Despite the smiles and high-
fives, Seth also explained that the
win was nearly not, as an issue
with the cooling system came close
to dashing his hopes of finishing,
much less winning.

"We fought a Radiator issue in
our Hot Lap session. We had a re-
ally bad leak, and we thought we
had it fixed but we started the Fea-
ture and all the sudden I was
soaked. I had coolant all over me,
but at that point in my mind, I knew
how tough this year and been al-
ready and just decided to run it until
it wouldn't run anymore and once
we got going, we actually set a
pretty good pace."

Seth's 10th career Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour score since
2012, the final race of the 2017
season saw 30 non-stop laps and
was enough to move Seth into the
top-five in the series final stand-
ings.

Earning the pole for the $5,000
to win affair, Seth used that front-
row starting spot to rush into the
lead over the Dissolvalloy No. 87.
Keeping Aaron at a 10 car length
deficit until the back of the field
came into play, both drivers began
carefully picking their way through.
Bringing Reutzel within striking dis-
tance of the No. 23, several
chances at a pass were voided as
traffic played to the favor of Seth
Bergman.

Running through the backmark-
ers, the two lead cars pulled slide
job after slide job through the field
with Seth consistently keeping one
to two cars between himself and

the No. 87 until Lap 20.
"I knew with the guys behind me,

I had to run a flawless race, and I
made one mistake in traffic when I
tried to slide Justin [Sanders] too
early and Aaron made me pay for
it," explained Bergman. "When you
race with this caliber of drivers,
you're going to pay for your mis-
takes, and the one mistake I feel I
made the entire race cost me."

Surrendering the lead on Lap
21, Bergman began working to re-
gain his lost momentum. With traf-
fic working into the favor of the
Corridor Electric No. 23 once more,
Seth began closing the gap with
five laps to go. Working back to the
No. 87 with a full head of steam,
Seth regained the lead in traffic on
Lap 28 and would not relinquish the
top spot.

Crossing 2.669 seconds ahead
of Aaron Reutzel, the No. 87 was
also lucky to finish as the engine
had started to turn sour in the last
few laps. Along with traffic, it all
played into the hands of Seth
Bergman. Finishing third was Joey
Saldana with Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
and Wayne Johnson making up the
top-five.

A true showing of the pace set
by Seth Bergman, as only three
drivers failed to finish, Travis Rilat
crossed sixth with Jason Solwold
and Harli White rounding out the
drivers left on the lead lap. First car
a lap down in ninth was driven by

Lucas Wolfe with Johnny Herrera
finishing tenth.

For Hafertepe, the fourth-place
run put him finishing the season
with a 376 point buffer over second
place, and his second career Lucas
Oil ASCS National Tour Champi-
onship worth $60,000, which was
presented to him by series founder,
Emmett Hahn, on the front straight-
away. Hafertepe ends the season
with a record tying 15 Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour wins.

Skylar Gee was also honored
with a $2,000 bonus and a set of
Brodix Cylinder Heads as the 2017
Rookie of the Year.

With Qualifiers set up by event
points, four were contested with
Harli White, Matt Covington, Lucas
Wolfe, and Justin Sanders picking
up wins. The B-Main was topped
by Billy Chester. The CP-Carrillo
Hard Charger of the Night was Sky-
lar Gee.

The 2018 season is in the works
with plans to release the lineup for
the series 27th season during the
Performance Racing Industries
Tradeshow in Indianapolis in De-
cember.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the
seven regional tours that make up
the over 150 races across the
ASCS Nation in 2017, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.

Saldana Unstoppable
With Lucas Oil ASCS

At Cocopah Speedway
SOMERTON, AZ - Getting the

call to race 48-hours before the
start of the Lucas Oil ASCS Coco-
pah Nationals, Indiana's Joey Sal-
dana answered the call with victory
in the team's second night of

(Continued Next Page)

Seth Bergman is joined by his family and crew after winning the
2017 Season Finale for the Lucas Oil ASCS presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network. (ASCS/Ron Gilson)

Lu
ca

s O
il 

Am
er

ic
an

Sp
rin

t C
ar

 S
er

ie
s Seth Bergman Triumphant
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Cocopah Speedway



Continued…

competition with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series Na-
tional Tour presented
by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network at the
Cocopah Speedway.

"I was not sup-
posed to be here driv-
ing this. Tayler
[Malsam] was sup-
posed to be here,"
said Saldana when
asked about the
team's formation and
quick trip to Victory
Lane.

"He's had some concussion pro-
tocol stuff, and he felt that he was-
n't ready to drive. I was actually
driving home from Charlotte when
Kevin Rudeen called and said he
was buying a plane ticket, Kevin
wasn't racing Yuma, if you want to
come you can drive the car so re-
ally, it all happened 48-hours be-
fore this three-race deal started."

Drawing ninth in his Heat Race
to start off Friday night, Saldana
ran to fourth, which set the Rudeen
Racing No. 26 up sixth in the
night's second Qualifier. Advancing
three more spots, the overall Pass-
ing Point total put Joey starting
third in the A-Feature.

Racing past Seth Bergman on
the opening lap for the race lead,
Joey set a torrid pace as the lead-
ers raced into traffic on Lap 7.
Working top-shelf around the Co-
copah Speedway, the entrance to
the first turn brought Bergman back
into play as the two swapped the
lead for just a moment before Joey
was able to race back to the top
spot.

"It was crazy. On an open track,
or if you could get the lapped car to
peel off the top, you could see and
make a nice corner, but if you tried
going in behind another car, or
someone hit it wrong it would blow
a bunch of dust up and it blended
in with the wall," commented Sal-
dana on the challenge the corner
presented.

"As a driver, you don't want to go
to high but you don't want to run to
low and hit the hole, but if you
missed your mark, and I mean, off
a front tire. Just 8-10 inches, you
were going to hit it, and guess
what. I was off. I did not hit my
marks, but luckily we saved it and
got back to the front."

Ripping two and three wide
through traffic from there on, Joey
Saldana was unchallenged in the
non-stop, 25 lap A-Feature; build-
ing a 2.569 second buffer over the

No. 23 of Seth Bergman at the drop
of the checkered flag.

Swapping spots with Seth
Bergman from Friday night, Aaron
Reutzel used traffic to his advan-
tage as the race drew to a close to
grab third. Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
crossed fourth with Wayne John-
son making up the top-five. Jason
Solwold sixth was trailed by Cali-
fornia's Mitchell Faccinto with
Johnny Herrera, Travis Rilat, and
Lucas Wolfe making the top-ten.

With event points tallied, Seth
Bergman (368) has earned the
pole in Saturday's $5,000 to win A-
Feature with Aaron Reutzel (359)
joining him on the front row. The re-
maining six drivers locked in in-
clude Travis Rilat (345), Joey
Saldana (341), Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
(340), Wayne Johnson (326),
Jason Solwold (316), and Johnny
Herrera (306).

With 35 drivers on hand, Heat
Races went to Travis Rilat, Aaron
Reutzel, Mitchell Faccinto, and Billy
Chester. Qualifiers were topped by
Sam Hafertepe, Jr., Johnny Her-
rera, and Seth Bergman. B-Main
wins went to Sammy Swindell and
Harli White.

Rilat Triumphant On
Night 1 of  ASCS

Cocopah Nationals
SOMERTON, AZ - Taking the

BDS Motorsports No. 1 to Victory
Lane for the first time against the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network in 2017, Travis
Rilat led start to finish for his 27th
career National Tour victory, and
first at the Cocopah Speedway to
open up the three-day Lucas Oil
Cocopah Sprint Nationals.

"This win means a lot. We've
had a lot of success over the year,
but these past couple years we've
been short. We had a few races we
should have won, whether it was

with ASCS or several other organi-
zations, but tonight we had a great
car here with Bryan Sundby. He
knows what's going on and just
makes it so easy. The car was a
dream to drive tonight," com-
mented Rilat.

Last winning in Lucas Oil ASCS
National Tour competition at Grays
Harbor Raceway in 2013, Rilat's
win also ended a six-year drought
for car owner, Bryan Sundby,
whose last win with the National
Tour was in 2011 in Placerville,
Cali. with Oklahoma's Wayne John-
son behind the wheel.

Earning the pole in Thursday's
A-Feature, Travis was challenged
the opening lap by Washington's
Chase Goetz, with the pair swap-
ping the top spot twice before com-
pleting the first lap with Rilat
assuming the pacer's position.

Able to put distance over the No.
91, Rilat opened up his lead before
the caution flew on Lap 6 with the
ensuing restart called back as
Blake Hahn struck the cone while
running fourth, sending the No. 52
to the tail.

Green through Lap 11 as the
leaders began working slower traf-
fic, the red blinked on for Tony

Bruce, Jr. who lost a front wheel
and hub going into the first turn.
The contact with the wall sent the
No. 12h flipping with Tony un-
harmed.

Trading out Chase Goetz for
Seth Bergman through the first two
turns of the restart, the No. 23 was
in hot pursuit of the NSCHoF No. 1
as the pair ran down traffic in a
matter of laps. Setting up for the
slide, Bergman was primed, but
traffic would have other plans as
Alex Hill balled up her No. 77x in
the cushion through turn two, send-
ing her down the track as Seth
came into the picture. Bouncing off
each other, everyone remained at
speed, but the contact made the
car hard to handle, and in turn, let
Rilat pull away.

With the final laps in play, Travis
was uncontested to the checkered
flag with a 1.817-second advan-
tage over Aaron Reutzel, who
pulled off the slide job for second
off the final turn. Holding on despite
the car getting tight off the right rear
following the contact that broke a
shock, Seth Bergman crossed third
with Sam Hafertepe, Jr. fourth.
Earning the CP-Carrillo Hard
Charger of the Night, Indiana's
Joey Saldana advanced 10 spots
in the Rudeen Racing No. 26 to
complete the top-five.

Chase Goetz would end up sixth
with Wayne Johnson in tow. Matt
Covington, Johnny Herrera, and
Jason Solwold made up the top-
ten.

A field of 36 drivers was on hand
Thursday night with Heat Races
topped by Travis Rilat, Logan For-
ler, Jason Solwold, and Blake
Hahn. Qualifiers were won by Sam
Hafertepe, Jr., Justin Sanders, and
Wayne Johnson. The night's BMRS
B-Mains were topped by Tony
Bruce, Jr. and Skylar Gee. A Re-
gional Provisional was used by
Colton Hardy.

Joey Saldana raced to the top of the field during Friday's Lucas Oil
ASCS Cocopah Nationals for his second career ASCS National Tour
victory. (ASCS/Ron Gilson)
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Travis Rilat found Victory Lane on Thursday night for BDS Motor-
sports to open up the Lucas Oil ASCS Cocopah Nationals.
(ASCS/Aaron Clay)



CONCORD, NC -
The 2017 World of
Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series sea-
son saw Donny
Schatz claim his ninth
Series title. Schatz,
who turned 40 in Au-
gust, has now won
five of the last six
Championships and

will chase his tenth title in 2018, but
not without heavy resistance from
David Gravel, Brad Sweet and the
rest of the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series regulars.

Gravel, 25, capped off a career
season with a thrilling victory in the
Season Finale at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte. The win doubled his and
CJB Motorsports' win total from last
season and left them even hungrier
heading into the offseason.

"It's been a lot of fun. I'm glad I
was able to give Barry Jackson a
career year. He deserves it; he is
the heart and soul of this team. We
are very excited for next year,"
Gravel said.

Despite Gravel scoring 12 more
wins than Brad Sweet, the latter
took the runner-up position in the
point standings. If Gravel wants to
challenge Schatz for a Series Title
next season, he will need to find
more consistency on a nightly
basis. 

Then again, Sweet's always the
bridesmaid, never the bride model
was unprecedented. In comparison
to his five wins, the Grass Valley,
California native scored 14 runner-
up finishes and 18 additional third-
place finishes this year. While that
is nothing to hang your head over,
being so close to victory that many
times has to leave a bittersweet
feeling heading into the 2018 cam-
paign.

"It's always easy to look at the
negatives, but we had a ton of pos-
itives this year. It took a lot of team-
work to stand up here. It's not easy
to be second in points. We'll keep
trying and will be better next year,"
Sweet said at the Banquet.

As for Schatz, what else can be
said. 2017 saw the Fargo, North
Dakota native score his tenth ca-
reer 5-Hour ENERGY Knoxville
Nationals title as well as becoming
the first driver to score back-to-
back Kings Royal victories. Those
two wins alone garnered Schatz

$200,000 in winnings.
"It's been a hell of a ride. See

you all next year," Schatz said
amidst a handful of jokes and sto-
ries at the Banquet.

While Schatz is without a doubt
the man to beat, it wasn't always
that way. At age 25 (Gravel's age
now), Schatz scored just two wins
in World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series competition and
finished seventh in the point stand-
ings. It wasn't until 2006, at age 29,
when Schatz scored his first career
Championship Title.

While Gravel is not quite at the
Donny Schatz measuring stick right
now, Schatz himself was not at the
Donny Schatz level at Gravel's age
and experience level.

Having said that, all the pieces
are in place for the Watertown,
Connecticut native to challenge
Schatz. Gravel and CJB Motor-
sports are bringing back the entire
crew next year and will be poised
to prevent Schatz from scoring his
tenth Championship.

Sheldon Haudenschild was
awarded the Kevin Gobrecht
Rookie of the Year as both he and
fellow rookie contender Brent
Marks vastly improved throughout
the season. Haudenschild leaned
on the experience of veteran crew
chief Bonzai Bruns and his father
Jac for guidance on new tracks.
Meanwhile, Marks had only one
full-time crew guy all year, and nei-
ther of them had seen any tracks
west of Knoxville. Expect both
young guns to be ready to go in
2018.

Looking ahead to next season,
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series appears to be
stronger than ever in what will be
the Series' 40th Anniversary of ex-
istence.

2017 World of Outlaws Awards
• Chassis Builder of the Year:

J&J Auto Racing
• Engine Builder of the Year:

Shaver Engines
• Crew Chief of the Year: Barry

Jackson, CJB Motorsports
• Ted Johnson Outstanding Con-

tribution to Sprint Car Racing: Carl-
ton Reimers

• VP Racing Fuels Award: Donny
Schatz

• KSE Hard Charger Award:
Logan Schuchart

• Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the

Year: Sheldon Haudenschild

CBS Sports to
Broadcast Eight World

of Outlaws Events
During Offseason

CONCORD, NC - Just days
after the conclusion of the Textron
Off Road World of Outlaws World
Finals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
and subsequently the conclusion of
both the World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car and Late Model Se-
ries seasons, the World of Outlaws
are excited to announce that eight
races will appear on CBS Sports
Network starting November 12,
2017 through New Year's Eve.

"We are extremely excited to
continue our partnership with CBS
Sports Network. The opportunity to
have our races broadcasted to a
National audience is a great con-
clusion for our season and to get
everyone ready to go for 2018,"
said DIRTCar CEO, Brian Carter. 

CBS Sports Network will have
eight, one-hour programs covering
four World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series races and four
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series races that will be
aired.

All events will be aired at 9pm
EST with the exception of the De-
cember 31 airing that will have the
Sprint Cars on at the normally
scheduled time, followed by the
Late Models at 10pm.

Below is the full broadcast
schedule:

• Sunday, November 12 - 9pm
EST - World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series - Knight Before
the Kings Royal at Eldora Speed-
way

• Sunday, November 26 - 9pm
EST - World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series - The Kings Royal
at Eldora Speedway

• Sunday, December 3 - 9pm
EST - World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series - USA Nationals
at Cedar Lake Speedway

• Sunday, December 10 - 9pm
EST - World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series - USA Nationals
Finale at Cedar Lake Speedway

• Sunday, December 17 - 9pm
EST - World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Cars Series - Textron Off
Road World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals

• Sunday, December 24 - 9pm
EST - World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series - Textron Off 

(Continued Next Page) 
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Road World of Out-
laws World Finals

• Sunday, Decem-
ber 31 - 9pm EST -
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Cars
Series - Textron Off
Road World of Out-
laws World Finals Fi-
nale

• Sunday, Decem-
ber 31 - 10pm EST -
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model
Series - Textron Off
Road World of Out-
laws World Finals Fi-

nale

Ian Madsen Going
Full-Time Outlaw
Racing in 2018

CONCORD, NC - It is with great
excitement that the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
announces that Australian Ian Mad-
sen will join the Series full-time in
2018. Madsen, the 2017 Knoxville
Raceway Track Champion, scored
his second career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series victory
during the running of the 39th An-
nual AGCO Jackson Nationals at
the Jackson Motorplex in Min-
nesota in June of this year.

"We've been gearing up to go
full-time Outlaw racing the past few
years," the 32-year old Australian
said. It's true. In 2017, the KCP
Racing No.18 raced 90 times with
Madsen able to secure 11 victories
throughout the season. "We've
been committed to Knoxville on
Saturday's the past few years, but
outside of that we've run every-
where. Running with the Outlaws
will give us more structure," Mad-
sen added.

Madsen was a familiar face with
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series in 2017, scoring
21 top-ten finishes. Most recently,
Madsen competed with The Great-
est Show on Dirt at the Textron Off
Road World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway and came home
with a second-place finish on Night
2.

Madsen is accomplished in his
native land Down Under as well,
scoring a preliminary night win at
the Grand Annual Sprint Car Clas-
sic this season and following that
up with a second-place finish in the
Australian Title Finale, an event
that saw over 100 cars compete.

In 16 Features at Knoxville
Raceway this season, Madsen was

in the top-ten all 16 times and
added 12 top-five finishes, nine
podiums and five wins en route to
the track championship. On sprint
car's biggest stage, the 5-Hour EN-
ERGY Knoxville Nationals, Madsen
was strong all weekend, finishing
inside in the top-ten of the 50-lap fi-
nale.

Madsen, crew chief Kyle Ripper

and the KCP team have worked
seamlessly together, becoming one
of the most potent teams in the
country. But Madsen knows next
year will be different, "We don't
have any result orientated goals.
We will do the best we can and per-
form to the best of our ability."

"If you want to be the best,
you've got to race with the best,"

Madsen simply stated for the main
reasoning behind joining the World
of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car
Series as a platinum member.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series is pleased to wel-
come Ian Madsen and the entire
KCP Racing team to the Series full-
time in 2018 and for many years in
the future.
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CONCORD, NC -
Brandon Sheppard's
standout 2017 World
of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series
season officially came
to a close on Nov. 5 at
the annual banquet,
where he was
awarded the Champi-
onship title. 

The 24-year-old
from New Berlin, IL

was rewarded with a $100,000
points-fund check, a black and red
Craftsman toolbox, a championship
ring, and the traditional World of
Outlaws trophy for his record year.

Sheppard and the Rocket 1
Racing team were nearly unstop-
pable this season, totaling an im-
pressive 18 wins, 37 top-fives, and
41 top-10 performances in 43
races, and collecting a total earn-
ing of $398,800 after the points-
fund check.

"First of all, I have to thank the
World of Outlaws, everyone at
Craftsman, and everybody involved
in the tour that makes this deal
happen. This is really an awesome
deal, and I hope to be involved with
it for many years to come; so thank
you, guys," said Sheppard. "I also
have to thank my crew. Man, what
a crew. Mark [Richards], Dan
[White], Austin [Hargrove], Joel
[Rogers] - you all are the best
group of guys I've ever been in-
volved with. We've had a heck of a
year."

The Rocket 1 Racing team also
received the Crew of the Year
Award. In the past, this award has
been given to the crew chief, but
this year the award recognized the
team effort that made this dream
season happen.

"One thing I've learned over the
years is that if you put good people
together, good things can happen.
And these guys are great guys,"
said team owner Mark Richards.
"Brandon has done an awesome
job ever since the first day of test-

ing this year, all the way until [the
final night at World Finals]. We are
really thankful for what he's done
for keeping this team going and
keeping Rocket 1 up front... This
has been such a year."

Throughout the season, every
time Sheppard appeared on the
podium he credited his success to
his hard-working crew. It was no
different when reflecting on his
overall season at the banquet as
he gave heartfelt thank you to
Richards, Crew Chief White, Har-
grove and Rogers.

"The first night at Volusia, we
had just a little conflict. I thought we
needed to change something on
the car. Mark thought it was me. It
was just the heat of the moment,"
explained Sheppard. "We were
dang near ready to load up and call
it a night after the heat race, and
we ended up running the B-Main.
We finished out the night and we
were hooting and hollering, throw-
ing stuff and everything else. Right
then and there I knew that my crew
had my back. I didn't know any of
them that well until we went to
Florida."

Devin Moran received the World
of Outlaws Craftsman Late Model
Series 2017 Rookie of the Year
award. The young driver from
Dresden, OH finished fourth in the
point standings during his first-ever
year on a national tour.

"Congratulations to everyone
who made it through the whole
season," said Moran. "This isn't an
easy task as we found out. We def-
initely had our ups and our downs,
but at the end of the day this is just
one big family together. It's not just
my family [on the road], but every-
one together... It's really been a
pleasure and been awesome rac-
ing with the Outlaw guys. I have to
thank World Racing Group and The
World of Outlaws just for putting
this deal on for us. It's a top-notch
series, and it's a blast to do it.
We're excited to do it again next
year."

For the 2017 season, Moran
burned up the road and hit dirt
tracks around the country with his
family by his side, including his fa-
ther - storied late model driver,
Donnie - as well as his two broth-
ers, Wylie and Tristin.

"One thing my dad has always
taught me is to ride the wave, and
I've definitely had an up and down
year all year," said Moran. "That's
one thing I really took into consid-
eration all year, was just riding that
wave and keeping my head down
and straight forward and doing
what I have to do."

Moran completed his first sea-
son with the World of Outlaws tally-
ing two wins (Atomic Speedway on
May 26 and Georgetown Speed-
way on Aug. 17) as well as 14 top-
five and 30 top-ten performances.

With 2017 in the books, the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series teams and officials
are already preparing for an excit-
ing 2018 season. A limited number
of events have already been re-
leased, including the season
launch on Feb. 9-10 at Screven
Motor Speedway's Winter Freeze
event in Sylvania, GA before head-
ing to the DIRTcar Nationals at Vo-
lusia Speedway Park for four
consecutive $10,000-to-win races
Feb. 14-15-16-17 in Barberville,
FL.

Select big-money events have
also been released: the 11th an-
nual Illini 100 at Farmer City Race-
way on March 23-24; The First in
Flight 100 at Fayetteville Motor
Speedway in Fayetteville, NC on
May 11-12; the 12th annual Fire-
cracker weekend June 21-22-23 at
Lernerville Speedway in Sarver,
PA; the 29th annual $30,000-to-win
Prairie Dirt Classic at Fairbury (IL)
American Legion Speedway on
July 27-28; the $50,000-to-win
USA Nationals Aug. 2-3-4 at Cedar
Lake Speedway in New Richmond,
WI; and to wrap the season up, the
annual World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
on Nov. 1-2-3.

For more information on all of
the happenings of the 2018 season
stay tuned to the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Late Model Series Twit-
ter and Facebook pages.
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
The top drivers partic-
ipating with the
Hoosier Tire Midwest
Sprint Car Series this
season received
awards to finalize the
2017 season. 

Post season
awards include send-
ing point fund checks

to all eligible top 10 drivers. Rose-
wood plaques were provided to
drivers placing second to fifth in
points. An additional special award
plaque served to honor the MSCS
Hard Charger of the Year. And
there are various other contingency
prizes.

Brady Short of Mitchell, IN, won
a fourth MSCS crown. His lead
over runner-up Carson Short of
Marion, IL, as the season ended
was 129 points. In route to the sea-
son title, Brady Short was ever con-
sistent in finishing in the top 10 in
all 15 feature events held. He also
remains as the All Time MSCS
Feature Wins leader with 22 victo-
ries! The 22nd win was at Brown-
stown Speedway in June. A third

place feature finish in the Hoosier
Sprint Nationals at Haubstadt on
August 5th propelled him into the
points lead. Carson Short had led
the standings the previous seven
stops on the tour.

Brady Short was presented with
the driver championship trophy
prior to the Harvest Cup in October
at Tri-State Speedway. Cam Pot-
torff was the Championship Car
Owner.  The Championʼs portion of
the Hoosier Tire sponsored MSCS
Points Fund was $3,000. The point
fund which is sponsored by
Hoosier Tire MIdwest was in-
creased this year with the complete
payout totaling $8,950. Embroi-
dered award jackets from Hoosier
Tire were also provided to honor
the Champions and Rookie of the
Year.

Kendall Ruble of Vincennes, IN,
was awarded the MSCS Rookie of
the Year trophy trackside following
the feature at the last race. Ruble
finished in seventh place in overall
series points. The two awards re-
sulted in the driver receiving two
checks. In addition to the point fund
check he received a check for $750

as the Rookie of the Year. Ruble
also received a valuable certificate
towards the purchase of a custom
driverʼs uniform from Hinchman
Indy Racing Uniforms. Each sea-
son Hinchman sponsors this award
in support of the MSCS driver de-
velopment program..

Brandon Mattox finished third in
season points. The Centerpoint, IN,
sprint car driver moved up to third
in the standings to begin July and
protected that spot the second half
of the season. In addition to Carson
Short and Brandon Mattox, Kyle
Cummins and Kent Schmidt re-
ceived top five plaques. The re-
mainder of the top ten drivers
included Robert Ballou, rookies
Kendall Ruble and Ben Knight,
Donny Brackett, and Chase
Stockon. Chet Williams finished
eleventh, just outside of the top ten.

Champion Brady Short received
the plaque from MSCS for being
the 2017 Hard Charger of the Year.
The special plaque is awarded
each year to the driver who is the
Hard Charger of the Race the most
times. Brady Short accomplished
that feat 5 times during the season.
Kevin Thomas Jr., recorded the
most MSCS feature wins with
three. Merchandise certificates
from AFCO totaling over $500 were
awarded to the top drivers from
those who signed up with MSCS
for their racing shocks program.
Two awards went to Kendall Ruble.

Brady Short and Donny Brackett
were also recipients.

Three of the top ten MSCS driv-
ers participated in the program this
past season. The National Sprint
Car Hall of Fame in Knoxville, Iowa,
also contributes three membership
packets each season. They are
provided for the Champion, Points
Runnerup, and Rookie of the Year.

The Midwest Sprint Car Series
wishes to thank all the series spon-
sors, drivers, car owners, track pro-
moters, officials, journalists,
photographers, and all those en-
thusiastic race fans for their in-
volvement and support in 2017.

Sponsors who provided awards
associated with each racing event
held include Hooker Harness,
Keizer Aluminum Wheels, Pyrotect
Racing Cells, Rod End Supply, Sal-
dana Racing Products, and
Wilwood Brakes.

This was the 17th season of rac-
ing for MSCS. The schedule of 17
events was 88% completed. Only 2
events fell victim to weather. Over
one hundred drivers participated in
the MSCS races. They arrived to
race at an average of 28 cars per
event. The two highest car counts
for the season belonged to Lincoln
Park Speedway with 40.

Management will be working
with track promoters in the weeks
ahead to complete an equally chal-
lenging schedule of MSCS non-
wing sprint car races for 2018.
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Homestead-Miami
Speedway

MIAMI, FL - Every-
one knows that Ford
Championship Week-
end, November 17-19,
will crown champions
in each of NASCARʼs
three national series.
What many might not
be aware of is that an-
other championship
will be decided next
weekend – at the con-
cession stand.

The dog days of
the NASCAR sched-
ule reach its pinnacle
at Homestead-Miami

Speedway with champions on the
track and a hot dog champion off of
it.  During the course of the 2017
season, each International Speed-
way Corporation (ISC) track de-
buted their own hot dog, created by
Americrown, also a subsidiary of
ISC. Of the hot dogs that premiered
at each of ISCʼs 12 tracks this year,
six have made the final round of the
Hot Dog Playoffs 2017, including
the “Magic City Dog,” Homestead-
Miami Speedwayʼs entry into the
contest. 

All six hot dogs will be available
during Ford Championship Week-
end at the “Dawg House,” which is
located in the midway near Section
215. There, fans will have the op-
portunity to vote for their favorite
hot dog. The winner of the contest
will be announced on Monday, No-
vember 20.

Homestead-Miami Speedwayʼs
Magic City Dog will be available
throughout the track over the
course of the three days. The
Magic City Dog starts with a grilled
Eisenberg Angus Sirloin hot dog.
Layered on top is a heaping array
of ingredients comprised of house-
made alligator chili, shredded let-
tuce, diced tomatoes, mango
ketchup and crispy potato sticks. It
sells for $8 and is sure to satisfy the
heartiest appetite of any NASCAR
fan.

Tickets for 2017 Ford Champi-
onship Weekend at Homestead-
Miami Speedway are available and
can be purchased by calling (866)
409-RACE (7223) or visiting
www.HomesteadMiamiSpeed-
way.com.

For more information on the Hot
Dog Playoffs 2017, please visit
www.americrown.com/vanity-
pages/2017/Hot-Dog-Playoffs.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (Nov.

13, 2017) – Chris Stapleton and
Dierks Bentley are the first artists

confirmed to perform at next yearʼs
much-anticipated third edition of
the Country 500 Music Festival to
be held at Daytona International
Speedway, event organizers an-
nounced today. The full music
lineup will be released in Decem-
ber. Already a Memorial Day week-
end tradition, last yearʼs Country
500 drew 75,000 fans to the “World
Center of Racing” for a weekend of
country music, camping and sum-
mertime fun.  The 2018 Country
500 is set for May 25, 26 & 27.

Kentucky-born Chris Stapleton
is a multiple Grammy, CMA and
ACM Award-winner and one of
Nashville's most respected and
beloved musicians. His sophomore
solo album, “From A Room: Volume
1,” debuted at No. 1 on the Bill-
board Country Albums chart upon
its release and, with its Gold certifi-
cation, remains the strongest-sell-
ing country album of 2017. The
album also recently won Album of
the Year at the 51st Annual CMA
Awards where he was also
awarded Male Vocalist of the Year
for the third-straight year. His new
album “From A Room: Volume 2”
will be released Dec. 1.

Dierks Bentley has a "reputation
as one of the hardest-working en-
tertainers in country music” (Music
Row) as “he sells out enormous
tours, is a perennial favorite of for-
mat radio stations, and earns criti-
cal acclaim without compromising
his artistic vision,” (Entertainment
Weekly). With 17 No. 1 hits and
more than one billion digital
streams he “continues to take risks
that pay off,” (USA Today) as his
eighth studio album ”BLACK,” has
been hailed the "most fully-formed
LP of his career," (TIME). After
making its debut at the No. 1 posi-
tion on Billboardʼs all-genre Top Al-
bums Chart and Top Country
Albums chart, “BLACK” has gar-
nered nominations from the ACM,
CMA, GRAMMY and Billboard
Music Awards while earning three
consecutive No. 1s; the gold-certi-
fied title track and the PLATINUM
certified hits "Somewhere On A
Beach" and “Different For Girls.”
“The bluegrass picker, the love
song singer and the stadium rocker
all packaged together,” (Associated
Press) has been a Grand Ole Opry
member for over a decade and has
illustrated his depth and diversity
as an artist with "ferocious live per-
formances,” (Fresno Bee) through-
out his 2017 “WHAT THE HELL
WORLD TOUR,” which claimed the
top spot on Billboard's Hot Tours
selling over 750,000 tickets.

As always, Country 500 – The
Great American Music Fest at Day-

tona – will feature the biggest
names in country music performing
on two stages and will again offer
festival-goers the chance to camp
inside the infield of the famed
speedway for the three-day cele-
bration.  Festival-goers will also be
able to get up close and personal
with some of their favorite country
stars at artist meet-and-greets.  Nu-
merous additional features—such
as a wide variety of food and bev-
erage options, outdoor games, the
iconic Ferris wheel, and much
more—will contribute to the all-
around atmosphere of Country
500.

Information on tickets, VIP pack-
ages, and camping opportunities
will be announced in the coming
weeks.  Fans should stay con-
nected with Country 500 music fes-
tival on Facebook, at
Country500.com and #Country500
on Twitter to get the latest informa-
tion on the event as it becomes
available.

Official sponsors of the 2018
Country 500 include Budweiser, the
Official Beer of the Festival; Mon-
ster Energy; Toyota; and others to
be announced soon.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - A sure sign that Ford

Championship Weekend at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway is right
around the corner is when
NASCARʼs three national series
championship trophies officially
make their way to Miami. That time
came today.

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series, the NASCAR XFINITY
Series and the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series championship
trophies all arrived in the Magic City
aboard the iconic Goodyear Blimp.
Landing in Miami in style, the cov-
eted trophies were accompanied
by U.S. Air Force veteran and
NASCAR super fan Pat Hubley.

Based in Pompano Beach,
Florida, Goodyear Blimp Wingfoot
One has flown over the biggest
events in sports, including
NASCARʼs Ford Championship
Weekend, the NBA Finals, Stanley
Cup Finals, College Football Play-
off National Championship, PGA
Championship and
the Daytona 500. 

The trophies will
now head to Home-
stead-Miami Speed-
way for Ford
Championship Week-
end, which will take
place November 17-
19. During the three-
day tradition at
NASCARʼs champi-

onship track, each of the trophies
will be awarded to their respective
series champion.

The Camping World Truck Se-
ries champion will be determined
during the Ford EcoBoost 200 on
Friday, November 17 at 8:00 p.m.,
while the XFINITY Series cham-
pion will be decided during the Ford
EcoBoost 300 on Saturday, No-
vember 18 at 3:30 p.m. The
NASCAR season will then culmi-
nate with the Monster Energy Se-
ries Ford EcoBoost 400
championship race on Sunday, No-
vember 19 at 2:30 p.m.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - The fifth an-

nual Egg Nog Jog 5K, Charlotte
Motor Speedwayʼs high-energy
kickoff to its spectacular Speedway
Christmas light show, will begin at
6 p.m. on Nov. 18 with a record
number of participants taking to the
speedwayʼs illuminated course.
More than 90 of those entered are
part of a team that is no stranger to
the Egg Nog Jog. Monicaʼs Fabu-
lous Weight Watchers Team re-
turns for a second year to retain its
title of top-participating team.

Monica Galea, team captain and
Charlotte-area Weight Watchers
leader, assembled her team of 85
participants in 2016 to help her
members gain activity points – a
pivotal element of the Weight
Watchers program. With a week of
registration still left to go for the
2017 event, Galeaʼs team has
amassed over 90 participants.
While the teamʼs goal is to gather
as many members as possible,
Galea says this fun run is all about
helping them work towards their in-
dividual health and fitness goals.

“You have to find something you
enjoy doing so you will stick to it,”
Galea said. “This is the perfect ac-
tivity for our members because it is
so fun. Everyone loves dressing up
and getting to see the lights before
the show opens to the public. Itʼs
such a family-friendly, affordable
activity and we could not wait until
this yearʼs race date was released.”

At the conclusion of this yearʼs
event, a fireworks show will kick off 
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the eighth annual
Speedway Christmas
light show and Christ-
mas Village. CMPD
Police Explorers and
FOX 46 Charlotte will
be onsite in the Christ-
mas Village collecting
new, unwrapped toys
for the CMPD Explor-
ers Christmas Project.
Speedway Christmas
officially kicks off its
2017 season the fol-
lowing night, Nov. 19
at 6 p.m.

Individual registra-
tions are $30 through Nov. 12 and
increase to $35 Nov. 13 – 18.
Teams of four or more can register
for $20 per person through Nov. 12
and then $30 per person Nov. 13 –
18th. Fans interested in taking part
in the Egg Nog Jog 5K can register
by visiting eggnogjog5k.com/regis-
ter/. Day-of registration will take
place in the Charlotte Motor Speed-
way infield.

TICKETS: Fans can buy tickets
to the Speedway Christmas lights
show, which start at just $20, by
calling 1-800-455-FANS (3267), or
visiting http://www.charlottemotor-
speedway.com/tickets/. Speedway
Christmas Tickets are also avail-
able at the speedway ticket office.

KEEP TRACK: Fans can con-
nect with Charlotte Motor Speed-
way by following on Twitter and
Instagram or become a Facebook
fan. 

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - The stage is almost

set both on and off the track for
2017 Ford Championship Week-
end at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way. One of country musicʼs most
recognizable hit-makers, the Eli
Young Band, is set to perform prior
to the Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series Ford EcoBoost 400
championship race on Sunday, No-
vember 19. Known for their soulful,
hearts-on-fire brand of country, the
Eli Young Band will be performing
songs off their fourth major label
album “FINGERPRINTS.”

The Eli Young Band, which con-
sists of lead singer Mike Eli, gui-
tarist James Young, bassist Jon
Jones and drummer Chris Thomp-
son, has seen each of their previ-
ous three albums – “Jet Black &
Jealous,” “Life at Best” and “10,000
Towns” – reach the top five of the
Billboardʼs Top Country Albums
chart, with 2014ʼs “10,000 Towns”
bowing at No. 1. In addition, the
quartetʼs three No. 1 singles “Crazy

Girl,” “Even If It Breaks Your Heart”
and “Drunk Last Night” have
earned them Platinum and Multi-
Platinum certifications, which led to
Grammy® and CMA Award nomi-
nations, and an ACM trophy for
“Crazy Girl” as Song of the Year.

“We couldnʼt be more excited to
bring the Eli Young Band to Home-
stead-Miami Speedway to kick off
the Ford EcoBoost 400 champi-
onship finale,” said Homestead-
Miami Speedway President
Matthew Becherer.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

landmark 30th annual Motorsports
Hall of Fame of America (MSHFA)
Induction Ceremony Presented by
Bridgestone will be held on Tues-
day, March 13 at The Shores Re-
sort & Spa in Daytona Beach,
Florida.

The ceremony will be preceded
on March 12 by the annual “Heroes
of Horsepower” Reception and Din-
ner at the MSHFA Museum, lo-
cated in the Daytona International
Speedway Ticket and Tours facility.
Both MSHFA events were previ-
ously held in July.

“These new dates align our ac-
tivities with the excitement of Bike
Week (March 10-17) in Daytona
Beach and a number of other major
motorsports events happening in
Florida during that time,” said
MSHFA President Ron Watson.

“March is magical in Florida.
During a 10-day period, in addition
to Bike Week – which includes the
DAYTONA Supercross, DAYTONA
TT and the historic DAYTONA 200
races at the speedway – you have
Indy Cars in St. Petersburg, the
NHRA Gatornationals in
Gainesville, the 12 Hours of Se-
bring plus the Amelia Island Con-
cours DʼElegance. With our hall of
fame structured to honor all forms
of American motorsports, we feel
like these new dates are a perfect
fit. We hope to have individuals in-
volved in all of those events attend
our 30th annual induction activi-
ties.”

Tickets for all of the 30th annual
MSHFA induction activities can be
purchased by calling 386.681.6843
or through the MSHFA website
at www.mshf.com.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - From free on-site

parking to the accommodating
food-and-beverage policy, and from
live entertainment to the countless
interactive displays, Homestead-
Miami Speedway boasts a number
of family-friendly amenities and ac-
tivities during Ford Championship

Weekend. That experience will be
enhanced this year, as the track
and Vueoo Fan Gear announced a
new partnership that will com-
mence during next weekʼs three-
day championship tradition, which
will be held November 17-19.

As part of the partnership,
Vueoo Fan Gear will be bringing its
elite products to the Presidente
Caribbean Café, which is located in
Homestead-Miami Speedwayʼs
midway. There, racing fans will be
able to enjoy a comfortable break
on Vueoo Fan Gearʼs bright stools
and tables, while refueling their
phones at the companyʼs charging
stations. 

In addition, fans have the
chance to win one of two table-and-
stool sets that are branded with the
Homestead-Miami Speedway or
Ford Championship Weekend logo.
Each of the sets has been signed
by several drivers from all three of
NASCARʼs national series. The
giveaways will take place at the RV
Lot Stage following the Ford Eco-
Boost 300 championship race on
Saturday, November 18. To enter
the contest, please visit
www.homesteadmiamispeedway.c
om/Vanity-Pages/2017/Vueoo-Fan-
Gear-Giveaway.aspx.

"We are proud to partner with
Homestead-Miami Speedway for
one of the biggest weekends in mo-
torsports,” said Vueoo Fan Gear
President John Konzelmann. “Our
products are designed by fans for
fans, and we pride ourselves on
taking the fan experience to the
next level. We canʼt wait to see
family and friends enjoying every-
thing we have to offer during Ford
Championship Weekend.” 

“Each year we strive to make the
fan experience at our track even
better by providing our guests with
tremendous entertainment and
amenities prior to and during each
of our three championship races,”
said Homestead-Miami Speedway
President Matthew Becherer. “The
music, food, giveaways and other
festivities throughout our facility are
just some of the things that make
Ford Championship Weekend a re-
markable event. With Vueoo Fan
Gear now being a major part of
that, it should make the experience
even more enjoyable.”

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - A championship

race calls for champi-
onship-caliber digni-
taries, and thatʼs
exactly what the Ford
EcoBoost 400 at
Homestead-Miami
Speedway will have.

Multiple-gold winning Olympic
gymnast and author Gabby Dou-
glas will serve as the Honorary
Starter for the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series champi-
onship, the Ford EcoBoost 400,
which will take place on Sunday,
November 19 at 2:30 p.m. ET on
NBC. As honorary starter, Douglas
will wave the green flag at the start
of the 267-lap race.

Douglas was a key member of
the United States womenʼs gym-
nastics team, which won gold at the
2011 World Championship held in
Tokyo, Japan. At the London 2012
Summer Olympics, the artistic
gymnast won the team gold as a
member of the “Fierce Five,” and
also took home the individual all-
around gold.

The Newport News, Virginia na-
tive followed that by becoming the
first U.S. reigning Olympic all-
around gold medalist in history to
return to a second World Champi-
onship in 2015 and win the all-
around silver medal. At the Rio
2016 Summer Olympics, Douglas
became the first U.S. all-around
Olympic champion to make multi-
ple Olympic teams and win another
team gold medal.

“Iʼm so excited to wave the
green flag for the Ford EcoBoost
400 at Homestead Miami Speed-
way,” said Douglas. “Iʼve seen
plenty of championships, and the
NASCAR championship is defi-
nitely going to be one epic event.
Iʼm thrilled to be a part of it.”

In addition to her career as an
artistic gymnast, Douglas is recog-
nized as a two-time The New York
Times bestselling author for her
books “Grace, Gold & Glory: My
Leap of Faith” and “Raising the
Bar.” Douglas has also expanded
her role as an actress, featuring in
The CW Television Networkʼs
“Vampire Diaries,” Disney Chan-
nelʼs “Kickinʼ It” and Nickelodeonʼs
“Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn.”

“Having Gabby Douglas as our
Honorary Starter is extremely ex-
citing and is what Ford Champi-
onship Weekend is all about,” said
Homestead-Miami Speedway
President Matthew Becherer. “She
has accumulated countless acco-
lades in her impressive career and
is a perfect fit for a championship
race. Her superstar-status adds yet
another highlight to this yearʼs pre-
race festivities.”
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Southern
National
Motorsports
Park

LUCAMA, NC -
Southern National Mo-
torsports Park has ex-
panded the Racing
Roulette format, which
was implemented for
the Late Model Stock
Car portion of the
Thanksgiving Classic,
to the Super Late
Model and Limited
Late Model divisions.

The Racing
Roulette format allows

drivers to race for more money to
win the race if they pay a higher
entry fee.  

“We had such great feedback
from the Late Model racers and so
many questions from Super Late
Model and Limited drivers that we
thought itʼd be great to include all of
them,” track owner Michael Diaz
saif. “Itʼs a great concept that the
drivers and teams are excited
about and weʼre excited about the
excitement itʼs bringing to the
Thanksgiving Classic.”

For the Super Late Model fea-
ture, which will be run on Sunday,
November 26th, drivers can race
for $10,000-to-win if they pay a
$500 entry fee or $4,000-to-win if
they pay a $125 entry fee.  

In the Limited Late Model fea-
ture, which commences on Satur-
day, November 25th, drivers can
pay a $300 entry fee to race for
$4,000-to-win or a $100 entry fee
for $2,200-to-win.

Registration for the Thanksgiv-
ing Classic is open and competitors
can register for the race online.

The Limited Late Model feature
on Saturday, November 25th is a
75 lap race.  The Super Late Model
portion of the Thanksgiving Classic
on Sunday, November 26th will be
a 125-lap event.  

In addition to Saturdayʼs Limited
Late Model race, the Thanksgiving
Classic will also feature a Limited
Late Model “Dash for Cash” race
on Friday, November 24th.  The 40-
lap race, will be a scuff tire.  Driv-
ers competing in the race can bring
two tires with them and purchase
two tires from the .  The Dash for
Cash pays $750 to the winner and
$50 to start.

More information about the 17th
Thanksgiving Classic presented by
Solid Rock Carriers » http://snm-
park.com/thanksgivingclassic 

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out SNMPʼs website

at www.snmpark.com, “like” South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or “follow” @SNM_Park
on Twitter.

Five Flags Speedway
PENSACOLA, FL - Race fans

who are heading to Pensacola,
Florida for the 50th Annual Snow-
ball Derby will once again be in for
a full week of excitement at Five
Flags Speedway beginning
Wednesday night, November 29
with the Green Flag Pit Party. This
year, the Wednesday night activi-
ties are getting a high-octane
facelift for the momentous occa-
sion.

While the day includes load-in
and preliminary technical inspec-
tion for Late Model teams, things
begin to get cranking at 6 p.m. CT
with the qualifying draw for both the
Snowball Derby and Allen Turner
Snowflake 100. New for this sea-
son, the draw will be held in a tent
in the fan zone at Five Flags
Speedway so that the track can be
race ready.

For the first time in Derby his-
tory, racing will be held as a part of
the Wednesday night activities with
the 50-lap feature for the Lloyd's
Glass Pure Stocks kicking off the
racing action for the week. It is the
first of a couple of tweaks for the
first few nights of feature racing.

"We're excited about it for sev-
eral reasons.  It's going to take our
Pure Stock division and put them
on center stage. It's also going to
free up some pit area parking for
our other divisions," said Five Flags
Speedway Promoter Tim Bryant.
"We're hoping to eliminate the out-
side parking. It will make Thursday
flow a little better with the Outlaw
Stocks and the Sportsman divi-
sions. Of course, Friday night we
expect a large turnout for the 75-lap
Open-Wheel Modified race."

Following the Pure Stock fea-
ture, the Green Flag Pit Party will
open up in full for race fans with
many activities and amenities in-
cluding a DJ, large video screen
and prize giveaways. The Chili for
Charity contest benefitting the Pen-
sacola Miracle League is also
back. As in year's past, the Green
Flag Pit Party will be a chance for
race fans from all over to meet and
mingle with all the participants who
will go door to door all week long.

Admission for Wednesday night
is just $5 if purchased separately.
Fans who purchase the $75 week-
end long reserved ticket package
will be able to attend Wednesday
night's activities free of charge.

More information on the 50th An-
nual Snowball Derby can be found

by visiting www.snowballderby.com
and www.5flagsspeedway.com.

Five Flags Speedway
PENSACOLA, FL - As the time

remaining until the 50th Annual
Snowball Derby winds down, the
number of entry forms being re-
ceived by the Five Flags Speedway
office is ramping up.  On Wednes-
day afternoon, track officials re-
leased the latest look at the entry
list that now includes the names of
63 Super Late Model racers from
throughout the United States and
Canada.

Highlighting the list of additions
is 2016 NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series champion Johnny
Sauter of Deforest, WI.  Sauter,
fresh off a NCWTS victory at Texas
Motor Speedway, will be making
his Snowball Derby debut driving
his own No. 5 Super Late Model.

In addition to Sauter, another
champion has also thrown his
name in the mix.  2015 Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) South champion
Tate Fogleman of Durham, NC has
mailed in his entry form and has in-
tentions to make his first Snowball
Derby start in 2017.

A pair of local drivers from Pen-
sacola, FL have been added to the
list with Logan Boyett and Jeremy
Pate filing official entries for the
prestigious race held in their home-
town.  Boyett has four career starts
in the Snowball Derby with a best
finish of 13th in 2015.  Pate, the
2002 Snowball Derby polesitter, will
be attempting to make his seventh
Derby start.

Joe Aramendia of Seguin, TX,
most well-known for his recent suc-
cess in the Modified ranks, has filed
an entry and will attempt the Snow-
ball Derby for the first time.

Stuart Dutton (Tallahassee, FL),
Michael Atwell (Naples, FL), Jeff
Firestine (Venice, FL), John Coff-
man (Live Oak, FL) and Anthony
Cataldi (Umatilla, FL) have all filed
entries for the biggest pavement
Super Late Model race in their
home state.

In addition to the growing list of
Super Late Model entries, the Pro
Late Model entries are also in-
creasing for the Snowflake 100.
The current list of Pro Late Model
drivers entered is now up to 43.

Full entry lists and more Snow-
ball Derby information can be found
by visiting Schaeffer's Snowball
Central on Speed51.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

When the final checkered flag of
the 2017 Stafford Motor Speedway
season was unfurled at the NAPA

Fall Final Weekend, it brought an
end to a season that awarded
Stafford drivers over $48,000
through the trackʼs Contingency
Program Partners.

Staffordʼs premier SK Modified®
division led the way in payments to
drivers with over $16,000 in contin-
gency payouts.  The July 7 NAPA
SK 5k was the biggest race of the
season with over over $6,500 in
contingency thanks to special con-
tributions from Dunleavyʼs Truck &
Trailer Repair and Wheelers Auto
along with the regular weekly SK
Modified® contingency sponsors.
Providing weekly contingency
bonuses were Dunleavyʼs Truck
and Trailer Repair, Maybury Mate-
rial Handling, Casagrande Builders,
and New England Racing Fuel,
Sunoco Brand.  Special contin-
gency was provided by NAPA Auto
Parts.

Staffordʼs Late Model drivers
took home over $5,800 from con-
tingency payouts.  Mr. Rooter
Plumbing, 32 Signs, and New Eng-
land Racing Fuel, Sunoco Brand
were the contingency sponsors of
Staffordʼs top full fendered division.

The SK Light division took home
over $13,500 in contingency
awards during the 2017 season.
Weekly contingency was provided
by Dunleavyʼs Truck and Trailer
Repair, Maybury Material Handling,
On-Time Accounting, Olson Apart-
ments, and New England Racing
Fuel, Sunoco Brand.  Special con-
tingencies for the season included
contributions from Gaston Racing
Enterprises, R.A.D. Automachine,
and T/A Engines.

Staffordʼs Limited Late Model di-
vision took home over $5,100 in
contingency bonuses from Mr.
Rooter Plumbing, 32 Signs, and
New England Racing Fuel, Sunoco
Brand.  Special contingency was
provided by R.A.D. Automachine.

The DARE Stock division scored
over $4,300 in contingency pro-
vided by Wild Thing Karts, Jeff
Ramsey Carpentry, and New Eng-
land Racing Fuel, Sunoco Brand. 

The Rookie of the Year program
at Stafford contributed $2,500 with
NAPA Auto Parts contributing
$1,000 each to the SK Modified®
and Late Model rookies of the
year.  R.A.D. Automachine pro-
vided $500 each to the SK Light,
Ltd. Late Model, and DARE Stock
rookie winners.

As a special contingency that
was available to all 5 of Staffordʼs
weekly NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-
ican Series divisions, Call Before
You Dig provided a total bonus of
$4,055 that was paid out through
the CBYD 811 Challenge.
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