
JUNE 10, 2019

Greg Biffle
Gets Back

into the
Driverʼs Seat
in Winning

Fashion

Brandon
Sheppard
Realizes

the
“Dream”

with
Eldora
Victory



NASCAR and
Gander Outdoors will
save at least $300,000
in its Triple Truck Chal-
lenge.

In the process, it
will lose more than $1
million-worth of public-
ity.

Greg Biffle gave
the Truck Series a
much-needed boost
last Friday by
coming out re-

tirement to win the Speedy-
Cash.com 400 at the Texas
Motor Speedway. He broke
away from a wild restart in
the final 10 laps to win his
first NASCAR race since
2013.

Social media lit up. Fans
quickly responded by mak-
ing plans to attend this Saturdayʼs
race at the Iowa Speedway. And
with the Monster Energy Cup Se-
ries taking the weekend off, the
truck series was in a perfect spot to
rebuild its dwindling fan base.

As quickly as Biffle helped the
sport generate some recognition, it
was squashed when NASCAR said
he wasnʼt eligible to win the second
leg of the triple challenge since
Iowa didnʼt have an entry form
ahead of its June 4 deadline.

Another driver will win the sec-
ond $50,000 bonus and possibly a
$150,000 payday by backing up
that victory on June 22 at Gateway,
Ill. But with no chance of the
$500,000 bonus – or a popular re-
turn of Biffle – the truck series is
right back where it started – strug-
gling. And fading.

Everyone could have accepted
him getting beat on the racetrack.
But getting beat by a pencil-
pusher?

Nobody, especially Biffle, sug-
gests NASCAR should change a
rule to favor one driver. But a
waiver would benefit every driver in
the truck series since all of them
would be racing in front of a bigger
audience. A bigger audience is
what sponsors like to see. Remem-
ber, high tides raise all ships.

Gander Outdoors chairman Mar-
cus Lemonis said on social media
he wanted to see Biffle give it a try.
So did Kyle Busch, who would
have to prepare five race trucks
ahead of the Iowa race.

And so do the fans.
To be clear, NASCAR has a his-

tory of changing its policies on the

fly, especially when itʼs good for
business.

In 1979, Bobby Allison, Donnie
Allison and Cale Yarborough all
were fined for their Turn 3 fight fol-
lowing the Daytona 500. Days later,
NASCAR founder Bill France re-
turned the money, telling all three
that NASCAR got more than $1
million worth of attention.

In 1981, Bobby Allison showed
up for the Daytona 500 with a Pon-

tiac LeMans as part of the
sanctioning bodyʼs move
to a five-inch shorter
wheelbase.

While the car was
on the list of approved
cars, NASCAR increased
the size of the rear spoiler
from 250 to 276 inches
after Allison easily won
the pole and his 125-mile

qualifying race. At the time,
NASCAR said it was done for
safety reasons after John Anderson
and Connie Saylor both flipped
wildly during their qualifying races.

Less than two days before the
Daytona 500, the rules erased Alli-
sonʼs advantage for the benefit of
the entire industry. It was so dra-
matic, Allisonʼs team switched to
the Buick Regal a week later.

And letʼs not forget that
NASCAR required drivers to com-
pete in every championship series
races during a season to be eligi-
ble to win the championship.

But in 2015, Kyle Busch missed
the first 11 races after he suffered
a gruesome leg injury in a Xfinity
Series crash at Daytona.

NASCAR then gave Busch a
waiver.

“On behalf of everyone at
NASCAR, itʼs great to
have Kyle Busch back racing,"
NASCAR executive vice president
and chief racing development offi-
cer said at the time. "Our decision
to grant Kyle a waiver that allows
him to continue running for a cham-
pionship is one we discussed ex-
tensively. The spirit of the rule
never was designed to punish driv-
ers who are unable to compete due
to extenuating circumstances such
as recovering from a racing acci-
dent.”

Busch met the eligibility require-
ments by winning a race and being
in the Top 30 when the Playoff
Chase started. It wasnʼt a high bar
to clear since there only were 31
other drivers who competed in
every race, which means he only

had to beat a handful of start-and-
parks.

He then went on to win the
championship.

Isnʼt Biffle being punished by
that same spirit of the rule? The
same kind of waiver wouldnʼt give
Biffle an unfair advantage because
heʼs still allowed to race there even
if heʼs not eligible for the bonus.
And a waiver wouldnʼt handicap his
competitors.

Horse racing should remind
NASCAR of the importance of the
publicity triple crowns create.

Maximum Security had its win
taken away at this yearʼs Kentucky
Derby and Country House was ap-
pointed the winner. Country House
then withdrew from the next triple
crown leg, the Preakness Stakes.

The result: a 20-percent drop in tel-
evision viewers.

The crash in ratings and live au-
dience continued last week at the
Belmont Stakes.

NASCARʼs apparently wants to
steer its own positive upsurge in at-
tention off the cliff.

For Biffle, itʼs not about the
money. He has plenty. Itʼs about
being back on track for the first time
since 2016 – and for the first time
in a truck since 2004. Itʼs about
being out front again. Itʼs about en-
joying time with his daughter whoʼs
now old enough to appreciate see-
ing her father in Victory Lane.

And itʼs about giving back to a
sport he loves. If NASCAR used
some good business sense, it
should gladly accept the gift.
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Biffle to Race for the
Triple Challenge?
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Greg Biffle is all smiles as he anticipates taking “The Trip” in the
upcoming truck races. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES photo)



I have been in-
volved with motor-
sports for over 35
years. I am constantly
reminded of the won-
derful things that
teams, drivers, spon-
sors, and tracks do
that presents a very
positive image for our
sport.

The most obvious
is the respect for our
country and our flag
when the National An-
them is played at an

event. Everyone from fans to teams
stands at attention while the An-
them is played. Unlike some other
sports, NASCAR fans honor our
country by standing with respect.

Another thing that makes me
proud to be associated with motor-
sports is the honoring of our ser-
vicemen and women as well as the
veterans. 

Each Memorial Day weekend,
Charlotte Motor Speedway has a
special prerace ceremony honoring
those who paid the ultimate price
serving our country. Each car had
the name of a military individual
who served and lost their life for our
freedom. It was truly a special
weekend and way to say “Thank
you” for your service.

Several other NASCAR tracks
on the schedule have special

events for military guests during
their race weekends. Having had
the opportunity to meet many of
these guests throughout the years
on the circuit enabled me to see
how much even the smallest
amount of gratitude that our sport
has for them truly means.

The most recent event that
brought a huge smile to my face
was held at Richard Childress Rac-
ing last week.

Richard
Childress
R a c i n g
and Dow
h o n o r e d
ve te rans
with a spe-
cial event
at their
Welcome,
North Car-
o l i n a
headquar-
ters. RCR and Dow honored the
service and sacrifice of Veterans
with a patriotic-themed ## Dow
Salutes Veterans Chevrolet Ca-
maro ZL1. The car was driven by
Austin Dillon in the Monster Energy
Cup Series (MECS) race at Michi-
gan International Speedway on
Sunday. The special paint scheme
proudly bears the names of more
than 1,400 veteran employees,
contractors, and family members.

The Dow Salutes Veterans

Chevrolet was unveiled at the
Richard Childress Racing Events
Center in front of  United States
Military and World War II Veterans,
on the eve of the 75th Anniversary
of D-Day.

“The #3 Dow Salutes Veterans
Chevrolet has become a staple
program among our Veterans net-
work at Dow,” Jane Palmieri, Busi-
ness President of Dow
Polyurethanes and CAV said.
“Showcasing names on the car
through the RCR sponsorship is a
wonderful opportunity to recognize
and thank Dow Veterans.”

This year marks the fifth year
that Dow and RCR have partnered
to honor the sacrifices of our veter-
ans and their families. The program
began with approximately 350 vet-
erans honored on the hood of the
#3 Chevrolet in 2015 and has
grown each year. 

The initiative is coordinated in
partnership with Dowʼs Veteran
Employee Resource Group, Vet-
Net, to show appreciation and high-
light the skills, knowledge, and
attributes that veterans add to the
workforce.

“This is a tremendous opportu-
nity to preserve, promote and ac-
knowledge the virtues of military
service,” Torrey Galida, President
of RCR and a U.S. Navy Veteran
added. “There isnʼt a fanbase in all
of sports that appreciates the mili-
tary as much as NASCAR does.”

The paint scheme design for this
#3 Dow Salutes Veterans car was

inspired by the scheme RCR used
on the #3 Chevrolet for the 1996
NASCAR All-Star race with driver
Dale Earnhardt. That car honored
the 100th anniversary of the mod-
ern Olympic Games held in Atlanta
in 1996.

“I get to race on weekends and
enjoy doing what I love to do be-
cause of the many sacrifices our
U.S. military members have made
for this country,” commented Austin
Dillon, driver of the #3 Dow Salutes
Veterans Chevrolet. “Itʼs really spe-
cial that these veterans and current
military members get to become a
part of the race. Many of the peo-
ple I have formed relationships with
at Dow have served and will be on
the car with me.”

The Dow Salutes Veterans acti-
vation falls within the NASCAR
Salutes platform, an industry-wide
effort devoted to saluting men and
women who have served this coun-
try with recognition events occur-
ring on and between Memorial Day
and Independence Day weekend.

A special luncheon was also
held honoring the courage and
bravery of the men and women on
the eve of the 75th Anniversary of
D-Day. There were over 1,000 vet-
erans, including 57 World War II
Veterans in attendance.

Thank you Richard Childress
Racing and your sponsors for this
very special event. It was certainly
another great celebration that
made our racing community very
proud.
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DENNIS PUNCH

The gathering at the RCR headquarters in Welcome, NC was attended by many veterans and their families. (RICHARD CHILDRESS RAC-
ING  photo)



Given the statis-
tics, you might think
Joey Logano ran away
with Mondayʼs rain-de-
layed Firekeepers
Casino 400 at Michi-
gan International
Speedway.

Yes, Logano led
163 of 203 laps at the
two-mile track in the

Irish Hills. He had the fastest car in
qualifying on Saturday and the
fastest car in the 15th Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series event of
the season.

But after a late caution for Erik
Jonesʼ spin into the infield grass
below Turn 2, Logano needed
overtime to seal the win. He
needed a superb restart on Lap
202 to gain an edge. And he
needed a determined drive over the
last two laps, aided by spotter T.J.
Majors, to hold off charging Kurt
Busch by .147 at the finish.

Logano wasnʼt about to reveal
how he got such a good launch on
the decisive restart.

“I can't tell you everything I
learned,” quipped the driver of the
No. 22 Team Penske Ford, who
won for the second time this sea-
son, the third time at Michigan—all
from the pole—and the 23rd time in
his career. “You race this whole
race, you keep building that note-
book up. 

“What a great execution day
from our race car, obviously very
fast. Our pit crew was amazing. T.J.

Majors spotted his butt off up there.
The race fans sticking around till
Monday--you guys are the best.
We love coming up to Michi-
gan. Nothing like bringing a Ford to
Victory Lane in their home turf,
Roger Penske cars as well. This is
a big win for us.”

Thanks to Loganoʼs victory, Ford
Motor Company retained the Michi-
gan Heritage Trophy that goes to
the manufacturer of the winning
car. Ford drivers have won the last
three races at the 2.0-mile track.

Despite sustaining right rear
damage to his No. 1 Chip Ganassi
racing Chevrolet during a brush
with the outside wall on Lap 42,
Busch ran in or near the top five for
the vast majority of the race. He
was third for the final restart and
quickly steered to the inside of Mar-
tin Truex Jr.ʼs Toyota to grab the
second position.

Busch, however, couldnʼt catch
Logano on the final lap.

“I had a blast,” Busch
said. “Tightest I ever put my belts
at the end of a race. We got
enough stage points today, we said
ʻHell with it, we don't need to get
anything but the win.ʼ  We got sec-
ond today.”

Before the final caution, Busch
was running behind Martin Truex
Jr., locked in a tight draft. The two
cars were gaining on Logano, but
the yellow flag interrupted their
progress.

“Logano's car was tough,”
Busch said. “I really wanted it to go

green at the end with Truex. I was
going to push him straight through
the 22 (Logano). My best shot at it.

“We'll get it. It gives us reason to
smile and be happy. We ran up
front, were strong in our manufac-

turer's back yard, but got second
today.”

Truex held the third spot, fol-
lowed by Daniel Suarez and Kyle
Busch. Brad Keselowski ran sixth
ahead of Kevin Harvick, who rallied
from early issues with a vibration
that cost him a lap but lost too
much ground on a four-tire call on
his final green-flag pit stop.

Ryan Newman, Ryan Blaney
and Alex Bowman completed the
top 10.

Though Logano led 163 laps,
the race wasnʼt a cruise for the
Team Penske driver. In one hotly
contested section of the race,
Logano passed Harvick on Lap
148, surrendered the top spot back
to Harvick on lap 149 and regained
it on lap 150.

But a two-tire call from Loganoʼs
crew chief, Todd Gordon, on a Lap
175 pit stop gained more than five
seconds on Harvick, who had
taken four tires one lap earlier.
Even with the late caution, Harvick
couldnʼt regain the lost track posi-
tion on the final two-lap shootout.
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Joey Logano Ekes Out
Overtime NASCAR Cup
Series Win at Michigan

Joey Logano claims his checkered flag after winning the Firekeep-
ers Casino 400 at Michigan International Speedway. (RUSSELL
LABOUNTY/NKP photo)

Joey Logano (22) takes the checkered flag at the end of the reen-white-checkered flag lap and wins
the race at Michigan. (MATT SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



BROOKLYN, MI -
“Three” was the magic
number in Saturdayʼs
LTI Printing 250 at
Michigan International
Speedway, and that
was just fine with Tyler
Reddick.

The NASCAR
Xfinity Series leader—
one of the so-called
“Big Three” in the se-

ries this year—saved enough fuel
over the closing 44-lap green-flag
run to win for the third time this sea-
son, matching fellow Big Three
members Christopher Bell and
Cole Custer for most so far this
year.

After Custer and Bell pitted for
fuel from the top two positions with
10 and 11 laps left, respectively,

Reddick inherited the lead on Lap
115 of 125 with a lead of just over
three seconds over Michael Annett.
Ultimately, Reddick finished 1.515
seconds ahead of Noah Gragson,
who passed Annett for the runner-
up spot on the final lap.

Annett held third, followed by
pole winner Paul Menard and
Justin Allgaier.

The victory was Reddickʼs first at
Michigan and the sixth of his ca-
reer, accomplished with three dif-
ferent organizations (Chip Ganassi
Racing, JR Motorsports and
Richard Childress Racing, his cur-
rent ride. Reddick overcame a Lap
33 snafu on pit road where he slid
through his pit stall and dropped to
10th for a restart on Lap 38.

Reddick came to pit road for the
final time on lap 78 and got 47 laps

out of his last tank of fuel.
“I just didn't want to burn a lot of

fuel there,” the driver of the No. 2
RCR Chevrolet said of the closing
run. “Our Chevrolet was really
good, but I made some mistakes
on pit road, and we didn't get the
track position until the end there.

“A great team effort. I didn't do
the thing I needed to do on the race
track but, man, that was a great car
and we put ourselves in position to
win.”

The victory was Reddickʼs third
in the last five races.

“All the guys at Richard Chil-
dress Racing just make an out-
standing effort throughout the
week,” Reddick said. “Their efforts
back at the shop and their hours
spent from morning to afternoon
every single day is whatʼs paying
off in getting us back to Victory
Lane so often this year.”

Miscommunication between
crew chief and driver cost both Bell
and Custer chances to win the
race. Under caution on Lap 78,
after Chase Briscoeʼs spin a lap

earlier, Bell misunderstood instruc-
tions to pit and stayed on the track.
Custer was told on his team radio
to do whatever Bell did and also
missed a chance to refuel his car.

“That was our first time using
code words, and we got the code
mixed up,” said Bell, who had just
picked up his sixth stage win of the
season on Lap 60.

Custer finished 12th and Bell
13th.

“We had a really fast Mustang,”
Custer said ruefully. “I really wanted
to win here for Ford in their back
yard and everything. We got the
track position and got up front, and
I think we had the best car here.

“I don't know how much the 2
(Reddick) was saving there, but the
strategy just didnʼt work out for us.
That one kind of stings, but I defi-
nitely feel like we had a fast car.”

Brandon Jones finished sixth,
followed by Briscoe, John Hunter
Nemechek, Jeb Burton and Justin
Haley completed the top 10. Red-
dick increased his series lead to 89
points over Bell in second.
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s Fuel Strategy Pays Off
for Tyler Reddick in
Michigan Xfinity Win

Tyler Reddick enjoys a cool drink after his win at Michigan International Speedway Saturday afternoon. (LOGAN RIELY/GETTY IMAGES
photo)



FORT WORTH,
TX - It was, as Greg
Biffle screamed over
his radio at the check-
ered flag, an “awe-
some freaking drive.”

Awesome? Im-
probable was more to
the point.

Biffle ended a self-
imposed three-year

retirement from NASCAR by win-
ning Friday nightʼs 23rd annual
SpeedyCash.com 400 at Texas
Motor Speedway. Biffle, who last
raced in the NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series on Nov. 19,
2004 at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way and last won in 2001, scored
his second series victory on TMSʼ
high-banked/1.5-mile quad-oval in
a one-off appearance in place of
team-owner/driver Kyle Busch.

Biffle, the 2000 series champion,
outlasted two-time series champ
Matt Crafton by 0.9630-seconds at
the wheel of his No. 51 Toyota Tun-
dra fielded by Kyle Busch Motor-
sports. Tyler Ankrum finished third
after celebrating his graduation
from high school during pre-race
ceremonies, followed by Grant En-
finger and Harrison Burton.

“It feels really good to come
back and drive a really fast truck. I
really learned a lot tonight,” said
Biffle, 49, whose last Truck Series
win was at ISM Raceway in
Phoenix in 2001. “This series, a lot
of competitive trucks here and
these (KBM) guys make the differ-
ence. They made it easy for me. It
was a great opportunity. Just ex-
cited to be here, just so thankful to
drive great trucks. This thing was
really fast.

“So many things went through
my head of what I was going to ex-
pect. First and foremost I didnʼt
want to make any mistakes. I didnʼt
want to ʻrun-bad,ʼ in 15th. I felt we
could run in the top-five, top-eight.
Ultimately the win is always in the
back of your mind. 

“These things are humbling. Iʼve
been doing this a long, long time
but I wasnʼt pleased where I was in
final practice (15th). So I was a bit
nervous but talked to Kyle. I was
learning clear to the checkered
flag.

“This ranks pretty high for me
(career-wise), for one of my wins.”

The win was sweetened by a

$50,000 bonus for winning the
opening round of NASCARʼs Triple
Truck Challenge that continues
next at Iowa Speedway. 

“Itʼs great,” Biffle joked, already
politicking for another start. “Iʼve
been off work a long time.  But my
phoneʼs back in the motorhome. Iʼll
get hold of Kyle.”

Biffle - working here with crew
chief Rudy Fugle - now has 82
Truck Series races on his resume,
with 17 wins, 43 top-five and 55
top-10 results. This was Bjffleʼs
sixth Truck Series start at TMS,
where his previous win was scored
in 2000. He qualified on-pole and
led 120 of 167 laps in that spring
event en route to his championship
for team-owner Jack Roush.

Biffle also scored Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series spring
victories in 2005 and 2012 at TMS
during his tenure with Roush Fen-
way Racing, which ended at the
season-ending race at Homestead-
Miami Speedway in November
2016. 

Biffle led twice for 18 laps in a
race dominated by Enfinger, who
led 44 laps in his No. 98 Protect-
TheHarvest.com Ford F-150. Biffle
took the lead for good from Ankrum
on Lap 155 and eventually held
Crafton at bay.

Enfinger leads the champi-
onship by 37 points over Stewart
Friesen, who finished 20th after
breaking loose and hitting the Turn
2 wall with his No. 52 Halmar Inter-
national Chevrolet Silverado while
trying to pass Biffle on the inside on
Lap 109 of the scheduled 167.

The race produced a record 13
caution periods, three more than
the previous total and took 2 hours,
29 minutes and 39 seconds to
complete. 

Crafton said he needed a few
more laps in his No. 88 Chi-
Chiʼs/Menards Ford to perhaps
catch Biffle, whose fuel supply was
in question. “We made hay with
him and got there and just really
got tight,” Crafton said. “It really
sucks to finish second.” Crafton
posted his 27th top-10 finish in 38
races at TMS and his eighth top-10
result of 2019.

Ben Rhodes won Stage 2 over
Friesen with Burton placing third.
Rhodes, driver of the No. 99 Car-
olina Nut Ford, earned his first
stage win of the season in a seg-

ment that saw Ankrumʼs No. 17
RAILBLAZA Toyota slide sideways
through the pits on a restart on Lap
75.

“Iʼm thankful for the pit strategy
of my team, they got me track posi-
tion,” Rhodes said after 15.9-sec-
ond pit stop at the end of the
segment. It was a wasted effort, as
Rhodes lost power and veered to
the outside as the green flag fell on
Lap 95. Rhodes returned to the pits
on Lap 96 - during the raceʼs record
11th caution - with what was re-
ported as a transmission that was
stuck in fourth gear.

Johnny Sauter, the defending
event winner, won Stage 1 in a
dash to the flag with Austin Hill fol-
lowing a short red-flag stoppage
(1:16) to clean up debris after An-
gela Ruchʼs accident in Turn 2. En-
finger finished the 40-lap stage in
third. It was the third stage win of
the season for Sauter, who locked
up a spot in the Playoffs by winning
on Dover International Speedwayʼs
Monster Mile.

Sauterʼs night went awry on Lap
56, however, when his No. 13

Tenda Heal Ford fielded by Thor-
Sport Racing broke loose in the
Turn 4 banking and slapped the
wall with the right side.  Sauter, the
2016 series champion whose five
wins here is the most among active
drivers, returned to finish 13th, one
lap down.

Pole-sitter Todd Gillilandʼs prom-
ising night took a hit when he spun
out of the lead on a restart on Lap
69 and whacked the backstretch
wall. Gilliland, who qualified on-
pole at 184.761 mph earlier Friday,
was pushed to the pits after his No.
4 Mobil 1 Toyota sustained heavy
right side damage that disabled the
battery.

“I got loose on the bottom and
not a lot of fun when it happens,”
the third generation driver said. “I
think we executed good until that.
We qualified on-pole, but it still
sucks weʼre out of this race. I
thought we were going to have
something for ̒ em tonight. I need to
be more patient, get smarter.
Weʼve got an important stretch
coming up and need to keep the
morale up.”
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Greg Biffle Wins in

Return to Truck Series
After 5,313 Days 

Greg Biffleʼs return to the NASCAR Gander Outdoors Truck Series
was a happy success as he celebrates in Texas Motor Speedwayʼs
victory lane. (JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



DACONO, CO -
Hailie Deegan wasnʼt
leaving Colorado with-
out a trophy.

And she showed
she meant it on Satur-
day night at Colorado
National Speedway,
bumping her Bill
McAnally Racing
teammate Derek
Kraus out of the way in
overtime to grab her

second K&N Pro Series West vic-
tory of the season and third of her
career.

“That was probably the scrappi-
est race Iʼve ever ran,” she said. “In
the end, we went out there, ran our
hardest race. Everything Iʼve been
practicing, all the hard racing Iʼve
been running. Derek (Kraus) ran
me hard right there (Turn 2), so I
was going to run him hard back
(Turn 4). And thatʼs racing. We
were all going for the kill. I got the
win and thatʼs all that matters.”

It was an accomplishment in and
of itself that Kraus was even in con-
tention for the win, as a broken
sway-bar saw No. 16 fade at
around Lap 50 from the lead to
hanging on for dear life inside the
top five.

But when given the opportunity,
Kraus pounced.

The two-time K&N West winner
in 2019 dove into Turn 1 on the
restart and made contact with Dee-
ganʼs left-side, clearing her for the
top spot, only to be left in a cloud of
smoke one lap later.

Post-race, he took to social
media to vent his frustrations.

Under the caution that set up the
green/white/checkered finish, the
No. 19 team debated whether to
select the top or bottom lane for the
final restart. After taking the top all
evening long, they opted for the
bottom to thwart any dive bomb at-
tempt from Jagger Jones.

As it turned out, Kraus wound up
being the one who dove inside the
two and made it three-wide for the
lead, and Jones wasnʼt too
pleased.

Team owner Bill McAnally expe-
rienced the highest of highs and
the lowest of lows in a 30-second
span, and attempted to encapsu-
late his feelings as he celebrated in
Victory Lane.

“To have our cars up there slic-
ing and dicing for the win is pretty
special,” he said. “You knew the

No. 6 (Jones) and No. 19 (Deegan)
were going to get together, so I was
worried about that already. And
then when the No. 16 (Kraus) goes
and gets three-wide, my heart hit
the ground for a minute for sure. Itʼs
bittersweet. Hailie wins the race,
Derek gets spun around, they all
drove hard. Thatʼs what theyʼre
here to do: win and develop.
Theyʼre doing a pretty good job of
that.”

Starting from the pole for the first
time in his K&N Pro Series career,
LaSalle, Colorado native Kody
Vanderwal escaped the last-lap
carnage to finish second, his best
result of the season. Todd Souza
earned his second top five of the
season and first top three finish
since May of 2017, coming home
third.

Brittney Zamora, who re-
bounded from spinning late, fin-
ished fourth with Matt Levin
rounding out the top five. John
Wood, Jones (spun while running
third in overtime), Kraus, Trevor
Huddleston and Takuma Koga
completed the top 10.

Kraus maintains the champi-
onship points lead by 12 markers
over Deegan leaving Dacono, while
Jones, Huddleston and Zamora
complete the top five in the stand-
ings.

The Colorado NAPA 150 is
scheduled to be broadcast on

NBCSN on Thursday, June 13 at 6
p.m.

The next K&N Pro Series West
event will take place on Saturday,
June 22 at Sonoma Raceway.

Justin Bonsignore
Wins Six Straight at

Thompson
THOMPSON, CT - The streak

just keeps on rolling.
Justin Bonsignore became the

first driver to win five consecutive
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
races at Thompson Speedway Mo-
torsports Park in April, and on
Wednesday, he increased that
number by one.

Bonsignore scored his sixth
straight win at the historic Con-
necticut oval, pulling away from the
field after passing Jon McKennedy
on a restart and never looking
back.

It was the 22nd career win for
the Holtsville, New York, native and
his second of the season. The vic-
tory was his 11th at Thompson, a
number that leads all active drivers.

“I donʼt think anyone in the Whe-
len Modified Tour would ever think
they could pull something off like
this,” Bonsignore said. “Deep
down, you know you have cars that
always come here and you will be
able to do it. But we have won them
in so many different ways and there
are so many different strategies.”

The strategy for this victory was
rather easy to decide. Bonsignore
took the lead from Craig Lutz on lap
87 after chasing him for the top
spot for the middle portion of the
race. But a caution on lap 100 sent
Bonsignore and the rest of the
leaders to pit road for fresh rubber.
Once he received his new tires,
there was no stopping the veteran.

(Continued Next Page)
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Overtime Finish

Hailie Deegan earned her third career K&N Pro Series victory at Col-
orado National Speedway in an instant classic. (Meg
Oliphant/NASCAR photo)
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He restarted to the
inside of McKennedy
at lap 106, and took
the lead entering turn
three on the following
lap. From there, he
pulled away from the
field and rolled to vic-
tory.

“At lap 100, I was
confident that if it just
stayed green I would
be fine, but when the
yellow came out, I was
sitting there wondering
who was going to pit,
who wasnʼt going to

pit. When McKennedy only took
two tires, I knew what his car was
going to do. Our car was just so
good on three tires.”

Doug Coby, who won his second
consecutive Mayhew Tools Domi-
nator Pole Award in qualifying,
fought a tight condition early that
dropped him to the bottom of the
top 10. But after a quick pit stop by
his Mayhew Tools team, Coby
mounted a charge up to second at
the finish.

Craig Lutz, who led a race-high
73 laps, finished third. Former
NASCAR Whelen Southern Modi-
fied Tour champion Burt Myers was
fourth, driving for the injured Dave
Sapienza, while Ron Silk rounded
out the top five.

Eric Goodale was sixth, followed
by Matt Swanson, Sam Rameau,
Max Zachem and Woody Pitkat.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track at River-
head Raceway in New York, on
Saturday, July 6.

An Unforgettable
Saturday in Memphis
for Two Special Fans
A couple very special guests

were on hand for Chase Cabreʼs
first career win Saturday in Mem-
phis.

They were among the Rev Rac-
ing crew celebrating with high fives
and hugs as soon as Cabre
crossed the finish line. They were
among the cheers and liquid spray-
ing in Victory Lane as he emerged
victorious. And they were there to
give Cabre hugs as the adrenaline
flowed.

They were also in Memphis
three years ago, where Cabre first
met them.

You couldnʼt wipe the smile off
the faces of Justin Grimsley, and
his son Jaden. As they followed the
No. 4 Rev Racing crew around
from morning ʼtill night in their hats

and shirts, it culminated in a trip to
Victory Lane: the first for the Grim-
sleyʼs and Cabre.

“He seemed like a really down to
earth kid,” Grimsley said of his first
meeting with Cabre in 2017 at
Memphis. “He wanted to talk to us
about things outside of racing. Heʼs
a dirt guy and my kids like dirt. We
kind of became friends through so-
cial media, started talking, hanging
out at races, meeting up at Cup
weekends when we were there. He
brought us to Dover last year when
he was there, met his dad and
mom. Theyʼre just a good family,
man.”

Justin and Jaden have attended
each K&N Pro Series race at Mem-
phis since then, cheering Cabre on.
They try to make it out to at least
one more race per year to catch up
with their friend, who also just so

happens to drive race cars for a liv-
ing.

“Itʼs so cool. Justin is a really
good friend of mine,” Cabre said. “I
met him here at the hospitality tent,
became good friends, stayed con-
nected through social media and
texted back and forth. Just became
really good friends.”

The Grimsleys know that, which
made this past Saturday so much
sweeter. Being a stones throw
away from home, this was a week-
end theyʼd been looking forward to
for a long, long time.

“This is the one in our backyard,”
he said. “We live 20 minutes down
the road. So when he comes here,
itʼs all in for us. Weʼre all 4 the win.
Ruben (Garcia Jr.) did say I was his
good luck charm (last year), so now
I may be Chases, hopefully. As long
as we can keep these Rev Racing

guys in Victory Lane, Iʼm good.”
The younger Grimsley, who has

been a race fan from a young age,
was in awe all day long. And was
sporting a pretty cool t-shirt of
Cabreʼs at the Tennessee short-
track.

“It was amazing,” he said with an
infectious smile. “The racing was
some of the best racing Iʼve seen,
and for Chase to win itʼs awesome.
Itʼs a very good feeling, but a
stressful feeling when heʼs racing
too.”

Following his win, Cabre was
glowing about his biggest fans. He
was going to make sure they were
there by his side, whatever it took.

“I paid my own money for their
pit passes to come in today,” Cabre
said. “Happy to have them with me,
theyʼre big supporters of mine. In a
series like this, you donʼt get that
very often.”

Racing aside, the three have
formed an unbreakable bond dat-
ing almost half a decade, and
shows no signs of slowing down.

“If I can get my boys to be where
he and his brother are at — the
whole Cabre family — Iʼm happy
we found them, they found us and
weʼre all friends now.”

NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East Race at

Thompson Cancelled
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
race scheduled for Saturday, June
15 at Thompson Speedway Motor-
sports Park in Thompson, Con-
necticut, has been cancelled and
will not be replaced.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East schedule will now consist of
12 championship points events.

The next event for the series will
be at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway on Saturday, July 20.

Justin Bonsignore (51) races Doug Coby (2) in the Thompson 125 at Thompson Speedway Motorsports
Park. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)
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Justin Grimsley (left), Jaden Grimsley (middle) and Chase Cabre
right) celebrate in Victory Lane following the Memphis 150 at Mem-
phis International Raceway. (Nigel Kinrade, NKP/NASCAR photo)



Michael Self  dom-
inated the first 90 laps
of the ARCA Menards
Series VizCom 200 at
Michigan International
Speedway, but
needed a last lap pass
to score his third se-
ries win of the season.
Self snuck past Ty Ma-
jeski, who was at-
tempting to run the
final 50 laps of the

race on one tank of fuel, in turn
three of the final lap.

Self led at will over the first 90
laps of the race, at times building a
nine-second advantage over the
field. He made his final pit stop of
the night on lap 90, giving the lead
to Majeski. With wins at Charlotte
and Pocono, Majeski was looking
for his third consecutive series vic-
tory and it looked like he had a
chance to pull it off. But as he en-
tered the final set of corners on the
final lap his fuel tank ran dry and
Self blew by to take the lead and
the win.

“Any time youʼre up against a
driver like Ty and his team you
know itʼs going to be tough,” Self
said. “When my spotter told me the
22 was going to try to stretch it, I
knew they had a good chance of
making it because theyʼre that
good. They came on the radio and
said he sputtered a little when he

came across the stripe to take the
white, but he was still under power
off of turn two and it made my heart
sink a little bit. But then we got to
three and he had run out of fuel and
I knew we had him. He did what he
needed to do and tried to block me
but thereʼs just too much room here
and we were able to get by.”

Self credited his third win of the
season to a call on pit road by crew
chief Shannon Rursch.

“When we heard they were
going to try to stretch it to the end,
we knew we had to get off pit road
really quickly,” Self said. “We didnʼt
take tires because we knew if we
did it would take too much time. It
turns out that we needed all the
time we could just to get to him. If
we took tires we wouldnʼt have had
the time to catch him on the last
lap, even if he did run out of fuel.
This win is all because of Shannon
on the guys in the pits.”

Despite narrowly missing out on
his third straight series victory, Ma-
jeski was upbeat with his runner-
up finish.

“That was the only shot we had
and we almost made it,” Majeski
said. “We had a lot of issues today.
First we had a plug wire come
loose, and then the digital dash
came unplugged. We didnʼt know
how much fuel pressure we had or
what the RPM was so making a
green flag stop would have been a

disaster. Our only chance was the
try to stretch it. We did everything
we could. If I ran any harder, we
would have run out sooner.”

Bret Holmes finished third, Joe
Graf, Jr. was fourth, and Tanner
Gray rounded out the top five. For
Holmes, it was his best finish of the
season and for Graf it was his first
top-five of the season.

The race was slowed once by
caution for an incident involving
Brandon McReynolds. He made
contact with the wall in turn three
and coasted to a stop on the
frontstretch on lap 48, right as
many of the leaders were on pit
road. Some, like Graf, were able to
get off pit road without losing a lap,
while others, like Travis Braden
werenʼt able to get off pit road in
time and were trapped a lap down.
Braden would eventually go on to
finish seventh.

Self and Majeski traded the lead

four times on the afternoon, with
Self leading 86 laps and Majeski
leading the other 14. The lone cau-
tion was for seven laps, which al-
lowed the race to be completed in a
brisk one hour and 12 minutes at
an average speed of 165.365 miles
per hour.

Self unofficially leads the cham-
pionship standings by 60 points
over Holmes and 100 points over
Braden in third.

The ARCA Menards Series re-
turns to action Friday, June 14 in
the Shore Lunch 200 at Madison
International Speedway. Dis-
counted tickets are available at
Madison-area Menards locations.
The race will be televised live on
MAVTV; ARCA for Me members
can access live timing & scoring,
live track updates, and live chat at
ARCARacing.com. New users can
register for free with a valid email
address at ARCARacing.com/login.
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Ty Majeski's Win Streak
with His Win at Michigan

Michael Self celebrates in victory lane after passing Ty Majeski on
the last lap to win at Michigan. (arcaracing.com photo)



HAMPTON, VA -
Sometimes racers say
it is better to be lucky
than good, and Deac
McCaskill was both on
Saturday night at
Larry King Law's Lan-
gley Speedway. A last-
lap tangle between the
leaders opened the
door for the former
CARS Late Model
Stock Tour champion

to claim his first win of the season
and break a 14-month winless
drought in the WhosYourDriver.org
125.

Layne Riggs rocketed around
Langley's .395-mile layout in quali-
fying to claim the Hedgecock Rac-
ing Pole Position, establishing a
tour track record in the process. He
led the first two laps until Justin T.
Carroll made a daring three-wide
maneuver on lap 3 to snag the lead
from Riggs and Bobby McCarty.

A series of early cautions al-
lowed Carroll and others to save
their tires, and the pattern contin-
ued throughout the race with mis-
fortunes occurring approximately
every 20 laps, creating a series of
short runs for drivers throughout
the night.

On lap 80, Bobby McCarty had
enough of Carroll's dominance and
tracked him down for the race lead.
After applying a small dose of front
bumper, McCarty opened the bot-
tom lane and drove through to set
the pace, officially leading lap 81
onward until late in the race.

Brandon Pierce, driving a

backup car for Tommy Lemons, Jr.,
after a practice crash wiped his pri-
mary machine out, spun in turn two
with only a pair of laps remaining,
necessitating a green-white-
checkered restart. 

McCarty and Riggs restarted on
the front row, with Riggs nearly
matching every move of the No. 22
for the first lap. After taking the
white flag, Riggs slid behind Mc-
Carty and moved him off the bot-
tom groove, stealing the top spot
as the field exited turn two. Not to
be outdone, McCarty repaid the
favor even harder in turn three,
turning Riggs sideways in front of
the entire field.

While everyone else slowed to
avoid a massive accident, Deac
McCaskill took advantage of his in-
side positioning to drive past the
chaos and into Edelbrock Victory
Lane in only his second career visit
to the facility.

McCarty crossed the line sec-
ond, followed by his teammate
Sammy Smith, and Adam Lemke.
Riggs miraculously recovered from
his half-spin to finish fifth.

"Unbelievable, man!," winner
McCaskill exclaimed in Edelbrock
Victory Lane. "I was just kind of
content with third place, you know.
We had just charged back from
tenth and the caution came out.
You know, God always has a plan
and I stuck with it, believed in it,
trusted in His faith, and we're
standing here in victory lane, man.
It's unbelievable. My wife's at home
watching, and we'll try to keep this
together for all of them."

McCaskill's wife, Sandy, suffered
two strokes in the offseason and
has made it to a handful of races
this year as she continues her re-
covery.

"We just charged through the
field and got to position ourselves
there, and we were really good on
long runs," he continued. "I didn't
think I had anything for Bobby, I
thought I could get by Layne but I
knew it'd be tough. It's just not over,
man. It's the way these CARS Tour
rules are. I hate it for Bobby, but
what a class act to walk up here
and congratulate me. That's pretty
special."

McCaskill then began to reflect
on his career, a storied one, and
how racing in the CARS Tour guar-
antees him nothing in the way of
success.

"You know, I was thinking this
week, I'm 41 years old," he said.
"You never know when your last
win is going to happen. I know it's
been since last April. My daughter's
been giving me a fit, 'Dad, it's been
April since you last won a race,' I
just can't believe we're standing

here in victory lane at Langley
Speedway. I'm going to be glad to
get home and celebrate with my
daughter. This is pretty dang spe-
cial. We crossed the line and I was
like, 'Did we just win this race?,'
and they said, 'Yeah, you're the
winner, man,' and I rode around an-
other lap like, 'Are you serious?,'
this is unbelievable."

The next event for the CARS
Racing Tour will take place June 22
at Dominion Raceway, the Radley
Cadillac & Chevrolet 125, a stand-
alone event for the late model stock
cars with support from various local
divisions at the highly-competitive,
high-banked layout near Freder-
icksburg, Virginia.

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
CARSRacingTour.com, or follow
them on Facebook (@CARSTour),
Twitter (@CARSTour), Instagram
(@cars_tour), and Snapchat
(@carstour). The series also has its
own YouTube channel, Roku chan-
nel (available through its TV web-
site), and a new publicly available
Amazon FireTV app.
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NAPLES, ME -
The entry list contin-
ues to grow as the
biggest Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Super
Late Model race of the
year draws near. With
still two months to go

before the green flag drops, there
are currently over 30 entries for the
46thAnnual Oxford 250 at Oxford
Plains Speedway coming up in Au-
gust.  Racers from coast-to-coast
are eagerly anticipating the biggest
Super Late Model race in the coun-
try and the chance to win $50,000.

The first entrant for this year's
250 was the current PASS National
Championship leader, Mike Hop-
kins.  The Maine native was the first
driver in PASS history to win with
FiveStar's next generation body
when he took the checkered flag in
the Commonwealth Classic at
Richmond Raceway.  Among those
joining Hopkins on the current entry
list are defending Oxford 250 win-
ner, Bubba Pollard, from Georgia
and Northwest racing legend, Gar-
rett Evans, from Washington.  Join-
ing Pollard as former Oxford 250
winners that are entered include,

Travis Benjamin, Curtis Gerry, Glen
Luce, Joey Polewarcyzk, and the
father-son duo of Mike and Ben
Rowe.

PASS Champions currently en-
tered include, 6-time North champ,
Johnny Clark, 3-time North titlist,
DJ Shaw, as well as former PASS
National champions, Cassius Clark
and Derek Griffith.  Last year's Ox-
ford Plains champion, Gabe Brown,
has filed an entry along with Cana-
dians Cole Butcher and Ashton
Tucker, and top PASS runners,
Reid Lanpher, Tracy Gordon, and
two-time Oxford Plains PASS win-
ner, Garrett Hall.

With another high number of
quality Super Late Models ex-
pected again for the Oxford 250,
getting a guaranteed starting spot
is an opportunity that cannot be

missed.
Following the qualifiers already

held at Washington's Wenatchee
Valley Super Oval, Oxford Plains,
and Thunder Road International
Speedbowl, the next event will be
held at Speedway 95 on Sunday,
June 16.  Then on Sunday, July 6
The Open 100 at Oxford Plains
Speedway will give drivers who
have not won a PASS event in the
last five years a chance at guaran-
teed starting spots in this year's
Oxford 250. 

But the opportunities do not end
there, on Tuesday, July 30, PASS
North racers will compete for 200
laps at Star Speedway in New
Hampshire, followed by the final
"Road To The Oxford 250" event on
Sunday, August 4 at Spud Speed-
way in Caribou, ME.

Deac McCaskill celebrates in victory lane after winning at Langley
Speedway. (Glen Starek/CARS photo)
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S. Entry List For Oxford 250
Already Filled With Big
Names & Champions



PARTIAL SALE LISTING
plastic caps, screw jack hardware, Manley valves, shocks, ring &
pinions, c/f mirror, rotors, helmet hose, injector assembly, carb
spacers, brackets, D/S oil tanks, pigs, pit gun, master cylinders,
electrical cords, aeroquip, nuts & bolts, fire bottle brackets, truck
arm spacers, alternators, D/S tank clamps, brake blowers, shifter
boots, flywheel, Billet fuel pump, Slick car wash, Magniflux pene-
trant, fuel meter, sway bars, mono balls, insulation, trailer lights,
D/S tank parts, steering wheel, radiators, oil coolers, seat padding,
c/f pieces, valve springs, bushings, roller rockers, fuel cell top,
crankshafts, pipe joint compound, locker, Autometer carded items,
wheel studs, DeWalt angle drill, heims, transmission mount, seat-
belt pieces, hats, Carrillo & Pankl rods, fan blades, extension
cords, PFC brake calipers, Freightliner mud flaps, marine water
motor, brake pads, rear hubs, caliper brackets, bicycle tires, triple
disc clutches, bellhousings, wheel weights, c/f front cover, Hyper-
coil springs, transmission shaft, 650 carburetor, SB2 valley tray,
Q.C. change gears, SB2 heads - 1 set complete, plug wires, water
pump, gauge panels, cool down hdw, P/S brkts, trailer couplers,
hub nuts, grille inserts, Chrom lug nut caps 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - EQUIPMENT 
Rearend racks, spindle rack, radiator rack, a-arm rack 

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money
orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Per-
sonal Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit
submitted to cashier on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs
premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount
given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification is required
to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or
warranty expressed or implied. Buyers must settle and remove all
items at the end of each sale day. Announcements sale day take
precedence over any printed matter 

Firm License #8623

P U B L I C   A U C T I O NP U B L I C   A U C T I O N
June 25 & June 26, 2019 - 2 Day Sale

Doors Open at 8:30 AM each day - Sale Starts at 9:30 AM each day  
SALE LOCATION:: 206 Overhill Dr, Mooresville, NC, 28117; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East to Corporate Center Drive, turn
left (Zaxbyʼs will be on the corner); go to second stop sign, turn left onto Overhill Drive. 206 will be on the right; watch for Auction Signs  

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer  Danny Irvin, Auctioneer
NCAL #8595    IN AU10800010 NCAL #8657    IN AU10800039

Owner: JR Motorsports
Plus Other Top Consignors

Visit our website for additional info: 
www.mcsauctions.com



ROSSBURG, OH
- Taking the lead from
Earl Pearson Jr. of
Jacksonville, Fla., on
lap 72 when Pearson
suddenly slowed with
a deflating tire, 15th-
starting Brandon
Sheppard of New
Berlin, Ill., led the final
28 laps to win the 25th

running of the Dream Saturday at
Eldora Speedway. Sheppard with-
stood a furious last-lap charge from
Dale McDowell, nipping the hard-
charging McDowell, of Chicka-
mauga, Ga., at the line on the final
circuit.

With McDowell hugging the bot-
tom and Sheppard busting the
cushion around the outside, the two
met on the front straightaway as
they raced to the checkered flag.
Slight contact left McDowellʼs car
spinning on the front stretch as his
furious rally over the final three laps
fell short by a mere 0.056 of a sec-
ond — barely the length of the
hood on his Sweet-Bloomquist
Race Car.

Sheppard earned a career-high
$125,000 for his first Dream tri-
umph, while handing Mark
Richardsʼs Rocket Chassis house
car team its first-ever Crown Jewel
victory at historic Eldora Speedway.

“It means the world to me to get
one for Mark Richards and Rocket
Chassis and this Rocket house car
team for sure,” said an emotional
Sheppard in victory lane. “I could-
nʼt do it without them guys, Mark,
Dan, Austin, Joel … definitely the

heart and sole behind this team.
They make my life a lot easier you
know, I get to go home and be with
my family and I canʼt thank them
enough for sure.

“Man this is phenomenal. Itʼs
hard to talk right now. My emotions
are all over the place. It was defi-
nitely close there at the end. Itʼs
hard to believe, I think it was 12
years ago now, I was at the Dale
McDowell driving school learning
from that guy.”

Shane Clanton of Zebulon, Ga.,
a preliminary feature winner on Fri-
day night, finished third after start-
ing 11th, while 18th-starting Chase
Junghans of Manhattan, Kan.,
slipped by seventh-starting Tyler
Erb of New Waverly, Texas, to take
the fourth spot on the last lap.

While Sheppard celebrated, Mc-
Dowell lamented his second
straight runner-up finish in the
Dream and the $105,000 difference
between winning and finishing sec-
ond.

“It was a good night for us and a
fairly decent weekend,” said Mc-
Dowell. “We had a good race car all
weekend. (Car owner and brother)
Shane (McDowell) and all the guys
had this Ez-Go hot rod pretty good.
Just a little bit short … $105,000 …
I donʼt need to say that. Iʼll have to
think about that for a little bit.”

With McDowell charging the bot-
tom as they took the white flag,
Sheppard stayed committed to the
outside line and simply peddled as
hard as he could, hoping heʼd beat
the fast-closing McDowell back to
the line.

“I really didnʼt want to run that
top all the way around,” Sheppard
said. “I thought I was better enter-
ing on the top and then turning
down off of it, but every time I went
by, (crew chief) Dan (White) was
telling me to ring the top. He
showed me that my gap was clos-
ing up there at the end and I looked
on the screen there and noticed
that Dale was right there and I
knew if he was right there it was
gonna be tough. Iʼve watched him
win numerous times at this place
(running) the middle bottom
(groove).”

After securing third from Erb,
Clanton could do little more than
watch as the two front runner
banged off of each other at the fin-
ish line.

“We needed a little more adjust-
ment there to be in lapped traffic,”
said an upbeat Clanton. “If I could
have got out in the lead by myself
and had enough air on my nose I
think I could have run. But I just had
a little aero-push behind those
guys. All in all, it was a good week-
end to win a preliminary (feature)

and run third ainʼt too bad.”

Friday Twin 25ʼs
Go to Davenport and

Clanton
ROSSBURG, OH - A pair of

Georgians ruled Dream XXV pre-
liminary action Friday at Eldora
Speedway. By the end of the two
25-lap, $10,000-to-win features at
the Tony Stewart-owned half-mile,
both Jonathan Davenport of
Blairsville, Ga., and Shane Clanton
of Zebulon, Ga., were simply gone
with the wind. Davenport, the 2015
Dream winner, won Fridayʼs first
feature, while Clanton, the 2012
Dream winner, won the second fea-
ture.

Leading 24 laps of the caution-
free opener, Davenport improved
one spot from Thursdayʼs main
event — when he was passed on
the final lap by Darrell Lanigan of
Union, Ky. — as he steered his
Lance Landers-backed Longhorn
Chassis to victory ahead of polesit-
ter Kent Robinson of Bloomington, 

(Continued Next Page)
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Sheppard Caps
Off Wild Dirt Late Model
Dream with Photo Finish

Over McDowell

Brandon Sheppard celebrates in victory lane with his son after
winning The Dream at Eldora. (Paul Arch photo)

Jonathan Davenport celebrates in victory lane after winning one of
the Twin 25ʼs at Eldora Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)

Shane Clanton crosses the finish line to win the second Twin 25ʼs
at Eldora Speedway during preliminary action for the The Dream.
(Paul Arch photo)
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Ind. Davenport over-
took Robinson on the
second lap and stayed
comfortably ahead en
route to 1.223-second
victory. Ricky Weiss of
Headingly, Manitoba,
who won a prelim fea-
ture on Thursday, fin-
ished third, while
Lanigan improved two
positions to finish
fourth. Jimmy Owens
of Newport, Tenn.,
completed the top five
after starting ninth.

“We tried a little bit
different stuff tonight,” Davenport
said in victory lane. “I donʼt think my
car was quite as good tonight as it
was last night. So weʼll just keep
going through the notebook and
keep fine-tuning on this thing.
Weʼve got a few more things we
need to do and I think weʼre going
to be OK. Just as long as we get
through these heat races (Satur-
day).”

Robinson, who finished second
in his heat, made a big leap forward
from Thursdayʼs prelim, when he
finished 12th.

“Iʼm just happy to be here right
now,” Robinson said. “They call it
the worldʼs greatest dirt track and it
continues to live up to that name.
Iʼm just proud to be here and con-
tinue to get a little bit better in this
race car. Small changes. Itʼs that
close.”

In the nightcap, Clanton ran
away from the field. Starting from
the pole, Clanton dominated the
second preliminary feature, driving
his Ron Davies-backed Race Car
to a 3.494-second victory ahead of
Chris Ferguson  in a race slowed
by one caution. The fourth-starting
Ferguson shuffled polesitter Ross
Bailes of Clover, S.C., back to third

on a lap-2 restart and futilely gave
chase. Bailes settled for third, while
Chase Junghans of Manhattan,
Kan., finished fourth and Don
OʼNeal of Martinsville, Ind., fifth.

“I knew I had a good car,” said
Clanton. “I just needed to keep the
nose clean. I tried the top a little bit
and (Gregg Satterlee was) trying to
get some of that moisture leaving
the bottom and he was right were I
needed to be to make a good lap,
but I knew I was OK where I was. I
didnʼt feel like I was losing no
ground and I could maintain down
the straightaway.”

After finishing fourth in his pre-
liminary feature on Thursday, Fer-
guson was pleased with Fridayʼs
runner-up finish finish.

“That was fun,” said Ferguson.
“Me and Ross (Bailes) weʼre just a
bunch of rednecks from South Car-
olina and North Carolina. Weʼre not
supposed to be good on this stuff,
but that just shows how tough we
are around home. We were good
here at the World, but just had
some bad luck. Itʼs so fun to come
up here and run good.”

Action Thursday and Friday de-
termined the lineup for Saturdayʼs

heat races for the 25th running of
the Dream. Davenport and Weiss
accumulated the most points
through the two preliminary rounds
and are guaranteed a starting spot
in the 100-lap, $125,000-to-win
main event.

Lanigan and Weiss
Grab Thursday

Twin Wins
ROSSBURG, OH – Veteran Dirt

Late Model driver Darrell Lanigan,
the 2003 winner of the Dirt Late
Model Dream, and Ricky Weiss,
one of the young stars of Dirt Late
Model racing, each picked up
$10,000 victories on Thursday
night at Eldora Speedway as the
25th annual Dirt Late Model Dream
kicked off at the high-banked, one-
half mile oval.

Lanigan, of Union, Kentucky,
started the first 25-lap feature event
in the fifth position but methodically
worked his way to the runner-up
position in the first 10 laps behind
race-long leader Jonathan Daven-
port.

With Davenport slowed while
working his way through lapped

traffic, Lanigan chipped away at the
20-car length deficit once he
moved to the runner-up position on
lap 15 and finally caught Daven-
port, the 2015 Dream winner, in the
closing laps.

Lanigan made his move as the
lead duo raced to the
white flag. Coming off
of turn four with the
white flag in the air,
Lanigan pulled even
with Davenport and
then the two made
contact in turn one
forcing Davenport up
the track.

Lanigan held his
line on the bottom of

the track, while Davenport col-
lected his car and charged back on
the outside groove of the speed-
way. Again, in turns three and four,
Lanigan forced Davenport up the
track and then powered away for
the win.

“It never gets old winning at El-
dora,” Lanigan said. “It is always
special to win here at these big
events.”

Davenport settled for the runner-
up finish in the first feature ahead
of Brian Shirley, Chris Ferguson
and Tim McCreadie. Earl Pearson,
Jr., Gregg Satterlee, Chad Simp-
son, Mason Zeigler and Hudson
OʼNeal completed the top ten.

At last fallʼs World 100, Weiss
was not allowed to compete after
his car failed pre-race tech inspec-
tion. Weiss returned to Eldora look-
ing for redemption and the
Canadian and found it in becoming
the first Canadian to win a prelimi-
nary event before one of the Eldora
“crown jewel” events.

Weiss, of Headingley, Manitoba,
Canada, took the lead from Jacob
Hawkins on lap 11 of the second
feature event and was never seri-
ously challenged the remainder of
the 25-lap, caution-free event.

“It was disappointing to leave
here like that last year,” Weiss said.
“My guys have been really working
hard at Scottʼs (veteran driver,
Bloomquist) shop and have really
given me a good car.”

Chris Madden also moved
around Hawkins in the races mid
stages but could never challenge
Weiss. In fact, after dropping back
several car lengths to Madden,
Hawkins charged back in the clos-
ing laps and just as they took the
checkered flag, the duo made con-
tact, in sparks-flying scraped with
the outside wall.

Both drivers drove away from
the melee with Madden scored in
the second position ahead of
Hawkins. Former Dream winners
Dale McDowell and Jimmy Owens
completed the top five. Shane
Clanton, Jimmy Mars, Tyler Erb,
driving for St. Maryʼs-based Best
Performance Motorsports, Mike
Marlar and Brandon Sheppard
completed the top ten.
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Ricky Weiss raced his way to victory lane during the Thurdsay
night The Dream preliminary Twin 25ʼs. (Paul Arch photo)

Darrell Lanigan raced his way to victory lane during the Thurdsay
night The Dream preliminary Twin 25ʼs. (Paul Arch photo)



A rapid of blood
forced its way through
hearts of thousands.
Beats per minute
spiked to the redline.

Leader Brad
Sweet hit the cushion
exiting turn four at
Granite City Speed-
way Saturday night,
launching his NAPA
Auto Parts No. 49 car
several inches off the

track. With David Gravel breathing
down his neck, he was about to
lose a jackpot of a night.

Not only was he en route to
claiming another World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries win, after four podium finishes
in-a-row, he was destined to re-
claim the points lead due to points
leader Donny Schatz not finishing
the race.

His error sent a wave of shock,
excitement and qualm among the
crowd.

Under Sweetʼs helmet, there
was nothing but focus. No shock.
No thrill. No qualm. His heart, beat-
ing as normal – as normal as a
heart does in a 900hp Sprint Car.

“Iʼve been on the tour long
enough that I donʼt let the emotions
get to me,” Sweet said.

That mentality led to him over-
coming his mistake and claiming
his third Series win this season at
the Sauk Rapids, Minn. speedway
– his 37th career Series win overall.
And the points lead.

“I was bound and determined I
think to win that one,” Sweet said.
“Iʼm just happy to get the win.”

At the start of the 35-lap Fea-
ture, Sweet was a cheetah among
kittens. He rocketed by polesitter
Gravel for the lead on the initial
start and pulled away by half a
track.

Sweet caught lap traffic by Lap
six and was lapping up to 14th-
place by Lap 15. There was no
catching the blue and yellow Kasey
Kahne Racing car.

However, once the race reached
the halfway point, Gravel began to
reel Sweet in. The obstacle course
of lap cars Sweet had mastered be-
came a cluster of road blocks.

Then, with 11 laps to go, the
unimaginable happened. Ten-time
Series champion Schatz hit the wall
exiting turn four, destroying the rear
end birdcage and ending his night.

On the following restart, Gravel

snuck underneath Sweet, slid up in
front of him in turn one and
launched to the lead.

“I just spun my tires,” Sweet
said. “I was too anxious to make
sure I got the jump. Once you get
spinning thereʼs really no way to
get your tires back.”

Sweet wasnʼt ready to let an-
other win slip away. He followed
Gravelʼs tracks, riding the high side
of the speedway, keeping the
Jason Johnson Racing No. 41 in
sight.

With seven laps to go, Gravel
bounced his car off the cushion ex-
iting turn four, drastically killing his
speed. Sweet then threw his car
underneath Gravel going into turn
one and slid back in front of him.

Sweet's next trip around turn
four crashed a wave of shock, ex-
citement and qualm into the crowd.
He hammered the cushion, send-
ing his front end toward the wall.
While he wrestled to stay off the
white barrier, Gravel turned back
underneath Sweet and reclaimed
the lead.

Sweet was bound and deter-
mined, though.

With a Hail Mary slide job, he
hurled his car to the bottom of the
turn one and slid up in front of
Gravel exiting turn two. The lead
was his. And in the next few laps,
the win was, too.

“All you can do is try your hard-
est and sometimes when you over
try bad things happen,” Sweet said
about having to rebound from hit-
ting the cushion. “I thought we had
the superior car, so I was frustrated
with myself I was even in that posi-
tion. But it played out right. Youʼre
going to win some of those. Youʼre
going to lose some of those. Luck-
ily, tonight we got the win.”

When Sweet sped away with the
lead, Gravel was left having to de-
fend second from a hard charging
Logan Schuchart in third-place.

“It was a good effort. It was a
good race,” Gravel said. “He
(Sweet) just pulled away from us
early, but I kind of let him go and
hopefully I was going to be better
than him.”

Schuchart claimed his fourth win
of the season Friday night at River
Cities Speedway to become the
winningest driver, so far, this year.
However, he said then his team still
needed to put together consistent
podium finishes. Saturday nightʼs
third-place run was a good start to

that.
“This is definitely what weʼre

talking about,” Schuchart said. “You
always want to win, but this is the
consistency weʼre talking about.”

Sweetʼs consistency of five
podium finishes in-a-row has led to
him holding a 12-point lead over,
now second-place, Schatz. He
doesnʼt let the emotions of battling
for the points lead get to him either.

“Honestly, I donʼt pay much at-
tention to the points,” Sweet said. “I
donʼt want Donny to have a 200-
point lead because our goal is to
win the championship. But I also
know that there are stretches of
races that if youʼre not running
good the points can shift so much.

“At the beginning of my career
with the Outlaws, I would look at
the points after every race. Now Iʼm
lucky to look at it every three or four
races and kind of see where things
are at. I know if weʼre running good
and (Schatz) is behind us weʼre
going to be gaining. If heʼs in front
of us every night, then heʼs going to
be ahead of us. The points will take
care of themselves. Weʼre 26 races
into an 80-race schedule. Really,
June, July and August are what set
the tone for the points. Honestly,
we just want to win races.”

Theyʼre bound and determined
to do so.

UP NEXT: The World of Outlaws
next heads to the iconic Knoxville
Raceway on Friday, June 14, and
Saturday, June 15.

As always, you can catch all
World of Outlaws NOS Energy
Drink Sprint Car Series action
on DIRTVision.com. For more in-
formation, go to www.WorldofOut-
laws.com.

Schuchart Dominates
in North Dakota

With his grinning shark teeth
painted helmet in one hand and the

checkered flag in the other in Vic-
tory Lane at River Cities Speedway
Friday night, Logan Schuchart ac-
complished more than just another
win.

He did what no World of Outlaws
NOS Energy Drink Sprint Car Se-
ries driver has done since 2014 –
win more races than 10-time Series
champion Donny Schatz a third of
the way through the season.

By claiming his fourth win of the
season at the Grand Forks, N.D.
track, Schuchart is now the win-
ningest driver this year. Schatz and
David Gravel are behind him with
three wins each.

“To lead the Outlaws in Series
wins this time of the year is a pretty
cool accomplishment, for where
you look at where this team was six
years ago and how it started and
where weʼve come,” Schuchart
said.

Last year, the Shark Racing
driver had two wins in total for the
season. He won four races in total
in 2017 but has yet to surpass that
number in a single season. Heʼs
knocking on the door to beat that
record now – especially with his
performance on the 3/10-mile track
to claim his 12th career Series vic-
tory.

He started the night winning his
Drydene Heat race and then won
the DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash.

In the 40-lap Feature, Schuchart
did not favor sharing the lead. The
record book will show he led every
lap. However, Gravel and Aus-
tralian James McFadden have sto-
ries that say otherwise.

At the start of the Feature,
Schuchart was a shark racing min-
nows. He pulled away from sec-
ond-place Brad Sweet by almost a
straightaway, leaving the top-five to
figure out their running order as
they swapped positions lap after
lap. Some cranked their car

(Continued Next Page)
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Brad Sweet Overcomes
Mistake to Win Big at

Granite City Speedway

Brad Sweet raced his way to victory lane at Granite City Speed-
way. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

sideways to the bot-
tom of the track, while
others tempted disas-
ter by riding the out-
side rim of the turns,
hoping to not slide off
track and down the
steep embankment on
the other side.

Hope was not
enough to keep sev-
eral drivers on track.
Carson Macedo
brought out the first of
seven cautions by
going off track in turn
three. On the restart,

Gravel went from fourth to second
in the first turn, while Kasey Kahne
Racing teammates McFadden and
Brad Sweet battled for third.

Running the high side, Gravel
found enough traction to eat into
Schuchartʼs lead, getting to his out-
side by Lap 15. However, before he
could attempt a pass. Another cau-
tion for a car going off track.

On the following restart, Gravel
launched ahead of Schuchart, tak-
ing the lead and pulling away to a
two-car length lead. It was short
lived, though. Exiting turn two,
Gravel slid off the corner allowing
Schuchart to dart back by him.

The lap went to Schuchart.
There was no sharing the lead.

While Schuchart put distance
between himself and the top-five
once again, the KKR teammates
were now battling for second – con-
tinuing their spectacular battling
from Tuesday nightʼs race at Fair-
bury Speedway.

Riding the low line of the slick
track, McFadden found enough
traction to pull ahead of Sweet and
begin his march toward Schuchart.

Round two of Schuchart versus
McFadden, after the two raced for
the win a couple of weeks ago at
The Dirt Track at Charlotte.
Schuchart won that battle.

McFadden ran Schuchart down.
He could stay on his bumper, but
couldnʼt find a big enough run to
get by the Hanover, Pa. driver.

Then, on a restart with 13 laps to
go, McFadden found that run. He
launched pass Schuchart on the
outside and sailed away. This time,
it looked like Schuchart would have
to share the lead. But before Mc-
Fadden could complete the lap, an-
other caution.

McFadden showed his hand.
Schuchart now knew what he had
to do to win.

When the race went back green,
McFadden could keep Schuchart
close enough in sight to read the

sponsors on his car, but never gar-
nered enough of a run again to get
back by him.

While Schuchart claimed his
fourth win this season, Sweet, who
ended up third, earned his fourth
podium finish in-a-row.

Larson Wins Epic
Illinois Showdown

Your heart tried to explode. If
you stopped to think youʼd realize
you werenʼt breathing. But there
was no time for that. Every lap,
every corner, the potential for a
new leader. A new reason to not
blink.

James McFadden? Brad
Sweet? Kyle Larson? Your mind
spun with the question of who will
win, unable to find a clear answer
as the three drivers dueled with the
intensity of gladiators fighting to be
the last man standing.

Then the dust settled. A moment
of quiet ease spread around the
quarter-mile Fairbury Speedway
arena. Climbing atop the wing of
his No. 57 machine to thunderous
applause and an explosion of con-
fetti was Larson – claiming his
eighth World of Outlaws NOS En-
ergy Drink Sprint Car Series win
Tuesday night.

The win gives him back-to-back
World of Outlaws victories, after
winning his last Series race at
Lawrenceburg Speedway on Me-
morial Day.

“Cool to get a win back-to-back
with the Outlaws, Iʼve never done
that before,” Larson said.

Larson had to duel with fellow
NASCAR competitor Christopher
Bell and 10-time Series champion
Donny Schatz to claim the win at
Lawrenceburg. This time around,
he had to face the dominate Kasey
Kahne Racing duo of McFadden
and Sweet.

The KKR teammates started the
FVP Platinum Battery Showdown
event going first and second in
practice with Sweet pacing the

field. The No. 49 car then backed
up its speed in Qualifying by setting
Quick Time. McFadden was third.
Larson seventh.

Sweet then won his Drydene
Heat race with ease. Larson and
McFadden dueled for the win in the
third Drydene Heat race of the
night with Larson dominating the
field.

McFadden came back with
force, charging to the win in the
DIRTVision Fast Pass Dash. Sweet
finished third, and Larson sixth –
setting their starting position for the
40-lap Feature.

McFadden wrestled with his
900hp machine, taming it like a wild
stallion at the start of the Feature to
take the early lead. His run was cut
short by a red flag on the first lap
for Dylan Tuxhorn rolling over in
turn one.

When the Feature went back
green, heart rates amplified.
Breaths were held. McFadden led,
but Sweet was charging for a fight.

The two teammates traded
lanes lap after lap, corner after cor-
ner. Sweet could power his way to
either the inside or outside of the
orange No. 9 car into the turn, but
McFadden could launch off the exit
with the power of the gods.

While they dueled, Larson
slayed the competition between
him and the leaders with ease. By
Lap 13, he gave the KKR duo
something else to fear. Going into
turn three he forced his car under
Sweet, making it a three-wide bat-
tle through the corner – a common
theme throughout the next several
laps.

Sweet built up a strong enough
run to steal the lead from McFad-
den on Lap 17. He couldnʼt shake
him, though. McFadden and Lar-
son stayed on his bumper and the
next time around they both snuck
by him. McFadden threw his car
low in turn three, while Larson
squeezed his car between the out-
side of Sweet and the wall.

McFadden reclaimed the lead
and now had a fierce Larson to
contend with. The next lap, back in
turns three and four, McFadden,
again, went low and Larson high.
The god-like launches McFadden
could get exiting a corner were no
match for the resilient throttle hun-
gry Larson.

The two traded the lead for the
next couple of laps with Larson
eventually prevailing. McFadden
still had fight left in him, though.
And not far behind was Sweet, lurk-
ing. Waiting for another opportunity
to strike.

In the closing laps, with the lead-
ers having to navigate lap traffic,
Larson couldnʼt lose McFadden.
The Australian was building mo-
mentum lap after lap, inching closer
and closer to Larson. But then, with
eight laps to go, McFaddenʼs battle
came to an end.

While stuck behind a lap car
through turns one and two, McFad-
den hit the corner tire and spun to a
stop.

In the remaining eight laps, Lar-
son now had to contest with a hard
charging Sweet.

Larson stuck to the bottom of the
track – the least likely place for him
to make a mistake, he said. Sweet
took advantage of that, soaring
around the outside of the speed-
way to find as much grip as he
could to catch the white No. 57
Silva Motorsports car.

Coming to the checkered flag,
Larson faltered. He slid off turn
four, scrubbing speed and allowing
Sweet the opportunity to strike one
final time.

The distance between the lead-
ers was still too much for Sweet,
though. Like a warrior on a steed
signifying his victory, Larson
sprinted to the checkered flag with
his front two wheels off the ground.

Sweetʼs runner-up finish helped
him cut into Schatzʼs points – now
only 38 points behind the reigning
champion. He said he felt like he
had the better car, but probably got
too timid in lap traffic, compared to
Larsonʼs maneuvers.

“Heʼs crazy,” Sweet said about
Larson with a grin. “He was bounc-
ing off the wall in (turn) one and
bouncing off the wall in three and
four.”

Larson would agree with
Sweetʼs sentiment.

“Iʼm always all out,” Larson said.
“I donʼt even know how I would be
if I was running for points with the
Outlaws. It would be hard for me to
change my driving style. Iʼm just
crazy, yeah.”

That craziness makes speed
though, he added.
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Kyle Larson celebrates
back to back victories with
the WoO Sprint Car Series
with his win at Fairbury
Speedway. (WoO photo)



WEEDSPORT, NY
- Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
vaniaʼs Danny Dietrich
has certainly been on
a roll in 2019, and now
he can add an Ollieʼs
Bargain Outlet All Star
Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1
victory at Weedsport
Speedway to his list of
2019 accomplish-
ments.

Dietrich, driver of the Gary
Kauffman Racing/Weikertʼs Live-
stock/Sandoeʼs Fruit Market/Pace
Performance/Big Cove Whitetail
Trophy Hunts/Drop Of Ink Tat-
too/Sweeney Cars/Self Made/No.
48 sprint car, put fans on their feet
Sunday night in central New York,
utilizing a late-race restart to power
around Danny Varin with just five
circuits remaining. Impressive
enough, Dietrich accomplished his
feat with a severed component in
the rear suspension; a bent w-link.

“We are really starting to like this
place,” Danny Dietrich said of
Weedsport Speedway, who now
owns eight victories in 2019 includ-
ing his $5,000 All Star Circuit of
Champions triumph.

“Hats off to this entire team. We
are clicking really well right now
and the results show. There are so
many people that help make all of
this possible. Just a surreal feeling
right now. Hopefully we can keep
this momentum going into next
weekend.”

Starting from the outside of row
four, Dietrich was not speedy in his
pursuit of the top spot, ultimately
fading to a position just outside of
the top-five during the first few cir-
cuits. In fact, Dietrich did not crack
into the top three until lap 26 of 35.

During his late-race surge to the
top, Dietrich was given some help,
as Larry Wright, who was racing
just ahead of Dietrich in the runner-
up spot, made contact with the out-
side retaining wall on the 27th
circuit, ultimately ending his night.
The ensuing caution, which al-
lowed ʻDouble-Dʼ to restart on the
tailtank of race leader Danny Varin,
created the recipe for Dietrichʼs
eventual takeover.

Although Dietrich relied on the
bottom of the speedway to get to
himself that far forward, it was the
top that proved to be the winning
route.

Utilizing momentum, Dietrich

used a slingshot move around
Weedsportʼs cushion to gain com-
mand for the first time on lap 30,
navigating the narrow edge in turns
three and four to eventually work
around Varin.

“I knew that is where I needed to
be,” Dietrich continued. “[Danny
Varin] was pretty good on the bot-
tom, so I knew if I kept my pace up
and built some momentum, Iʼd
have a shot at him around the top.
That late caution really helped us
out. It gave me a chance to move
up a lane and use clean air to get
around him.”

Danny Varin chased Dietrich to
the final checkers, followed by
Spencer Bayston, Cory Eliason
and Greg Wilson.

Dale Blaney Goes
Wire-to-Wire for First
All Star Victory Since

2016
BUSTI, NY - For the first time in

nearly three years, Hartford, Ohioʼs
Dale Blaney is back in Ollieʼs Bar-
gain Outlet All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions presented by Mobil 1 victory
lane, adding Stateline Speedway in

Busti, New York, to a win list that
now includes 135 Series victories.

Piloting the Sam McGhee Mo-
torsports-owned No. 11, Blaney
was under immense pressure dur-
ing his 30-lap trip to Stateline
Speedway victory lane, first forced
to deal with NASCAR Hall of
Famer, Tony Stewart, then defend-
ing All Star champion and current
Series point leader, Aaron Reutzel.
To top things off, Blaney was also
forced to end the program with an
infamous green-white-checkered
restart, ultimately persevering,
crossing under the final checkers
with Reutzel and Stewart in tow.

“It kinda sucks to have that hap-
pen, especially when the finish is
that close,” Dale Blaney said, a six-
time All Star champion and Na-
tional Sprint Car Hall of Famer.
“Regardless, it all worked out for us
in the end. Things are getting better
and better for this team right now.
Weʼve been changing a lot of things
around on this car and Iʼm starting
to get more and more comfortable.
Hopefully we can get another one
of these tomorrow night at Weed-
sport and head into Ohio Sprint
Speedweek on a positive note.”

From the pole position, Blaney
led the field to green, eventually
earning the initial jump over fellow
front row starter, Skylar Gee, and
third-starting Tony Stewart. By the
time the leaders reached the flag-

stand for the first time, Stewart al-
ready worked his way to second,
instantly setting his aim on the tail-
tank of Dale Blaney.

By lap seven, lapped traffic was
already a factor giving Blaney the
opportunity to run and hide from
Stewart and now third-running
Aaron Reutzel, who battled his way
to third around Skylar Gee by the
completion of lap three. Despite
Blaneyʼs ability to navigate slower
cars, Stewart stayed hot on his
heels, eventually making a bid for
the top spot as the pair raced off of
turn four to complete lap 11.

A two-car battle for the lead
eventually turned into a three-car
battle, as Reutzel was able to
chase down the lead pair to a
mere-car length by lap 18. In hot
pursuit of the two positions ahead,
Ruetzel did everything he could to
power around Stewart for second,
attempting slide job after slide for
the next three circuits, only to be
denied with Stewart driving back
underneath the Baughman-Reutzel
Motorsports No. 87. Although
Stewart and Reutzel battled vigor-
ously, the pair still managed to reel
in Blaney. The Low Riderʼs only
saving grace was a caution on lap
21, ending a near-chaotic and ex-
citing battle for the top-three posi-
tions.

Utilizing the ensuing single-file 
(Continued Next Page)
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Dale Blaney celebrates his first All Star win since 2016 in victory lane at Stateline Speedway. (Trent
Gower photo)
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restart, Reutzel finally
put Stewart behind
him, driving under-
neath the three-time
NASCAR Cup Series
champion through the
bottom of turns one
and two. With second
now in his control,
Reutzel could finally
set his aim on Blaney.

With less than two
circuits remaining,
Reutzel made his
move, reeling Blaney
in to less than a car
length before attempt-

ing a bonzai slider between turns
three and four. With mere-inches
separating himself from the outside
retaining wall, as well as Reutzelʼs
right rear tire, Blaney squeezed
through, maintaining control as the
leaders raced under the white flag.

Just as Blaney turned the final
corner, yellow flags waved again,
ultimately forcing a green-white-
checkered restart with Reutzel and
Stewart breathing down his neck.

All Star Circuit of Champions
rules mandate that races be com-
pleted with two, consecutive green
flag laps, thus forcing the main
eventʼs distance to be stretched to
31 circuits. Despite the extra lap,
Blaney prevailed, keeping Reutzel
in his rearview mirror for the $5,000
payday.

“There wasnʼt a lot of room sep-
arating myself from the outside
wall,” Blaney continued. “There

was probably less than a car length
left, but I made it fit. Reutzel could
have driven in there a little harder
and really squeezed me out, but he
didnʼt. It just feels really, really good
to get it done here tonight.”

Aaron Reutzel hung on to finish 
second at Stateline Speedway, fol-
lowed by Stewart, Spencer
Bayston, and Outlaw Speedway
winner, Brock Zearfoss.

Brock Zearfoss
Tames Outlaw

Speedway for First
Ever All Star Triumph

DUNDEE, NY - Brock Zearfoss
has been a man on a mission thus
far in 2019, and now his mission his
complete.

For the first time in his career,
Brock Zearfoss is an Ollieʼs Bar-
gain Outlet All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions presented by Mobil 1 main
event winner, leading all 30 circuits
on Friday night at Outlaw Speed-
way in Dundee, N.Y., to secure a
$5,000 payday.

Despite maintaining command
the entire distance, the top spot on
the podium was not an easy reach,
as the Jonestown, Pennsylvania-
native and former Port Royal
Speedway champion was forced to
withstand heavy pressure from fel-
low full-time All Star traveler and re-
cent BAPS Motor Speedway
winner, Cory Eliason.

“I wanted to get this one so bad
for my team. They have been work-
ing their tails off all season,” Brock
Zearfoss said in Outlaw Speedway

victory lane. “Weʼve had the speed
to win all year, but no luck to go
with it. It feels great to get it done
here tonight. Iʼm so proud of these
guys.”

Starting from the pole position,
Zearfoss rocketed to an early lead,
keeping Rudeen Racingʼs Eliason
and former World of Outlaws cham-
pion, Dave Blaney, at bay.

Although left behind initially,
Eliason wasted little time applying
the pressure on Zearfoss, nearly
pulling even with the ʻJonestown
Jetʼ as the pair battled off of turn
two on lap four. Just as Eliason was
set to make a move in traffic, cau-
tion flags waved giving Zearfoss an
opportunity to restart in clean air
with a clear track ahead.

The next five circuits went undis-
turbed for the Premier Motorsports
entry, that until caution flags waved
again on lap 13, once again giving
Zearfoss the single-file advantage.
When green flag action resumed,
Zearfoss returned to the topside of

the speedway, but this time in-
creasing his lead as the laps
clicked off the counter. By lap 22,
Zearfossʼ advantage increased to
nearly a straightaway, and despite
recurring traffic, Eliason was un-
able to make up the distance.

Flowing through traffic effort-
lessly, it was not until the final cir-
cuit that Zearfoss encountered a
major roadblock; a trio of lapped
cars hogging most of the speed-
way, ultimately leaving little room to
navigate. A slight hesitation by
Zearfoss allowed Eliason the op-
portunity for a last-ditch effort ma-
neuver around the familiar No. 70,
but the attempt did not succeed.
Zearfoss drove through the final
two corners unscathed to claim top
honors at Outlaw Speedway.

Cory Eliason held on to finish
second at the final checkers, fol-
lowed by Dave Blaney, who battled
the final laps with a severed nose
wing, Gerard McIntyre, and Danny
Varin.
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KNOXVILLE, IA -
NOS® Energy Drink
will be the new title
sponsor of sprint car
racing's most presti-
gious event. The NOS
Energy Drink
Knoxville Nationals
presented by Casey's
General Store will be
held at Knoxville
Raceway August 7-
10, 2019.

The annual four-
day #NOSvilleNation-

als stages the ultimate test
between the world's greatest sprint
car drivers at the legendary race
track on Marion County Fair-
grounds for a nearly $1 million
purse.

Every August, nearly 25,000
race fans congregate in the small,
farming-centric Iowa town for a

week of racing and fan-focused
events including concerts, parties
and celebrity appearances. 

Tickets for the four-day NOS En-
ergy Drink Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Casey's General Store
are available now at
www.knoxvilleraceway.com or by
calling the ticket office at 641-842-
5431. 

For more information about
Knoxville Raceway and the NOS
Energy Drink Knoxville Nationals
presented by Casey's General
Store, visit www.knoxvillerace-
way.com, like Knoxville Raceway
on Facebook, or follow Knoxville
Raceway on Instagram and
@KnoxvilleRaces on Twitter.

Learn more about NOS Energy
at www.drinknos.com or by liking
them at facebook.com/NOSEner-
gyDrink and following @NOSEner-
gyDrink on Twitter and Instagram.

HAUBSTADT, IN -
The SUMMER
SHOWDOWN sched-
uled for Saturday
June 8th at Tri-State
Speedway has been
cancelled.  The deci-
sion was made follow-
ing overnight rain at
the track plus intermit-
tent showers on Sat-
urday morning.  The
extended forecast
also included the
threat of additional

rainfall!  The event will not be
rescheduled.

The next event scheduled to be
held at the Tri-State Speedway will
feature the late models and modi-
fieds,  The UMP Late Model Sum-
mernationals is set for Sunday
June 23rd.  The Summit Modifieds
will compete on the same program.

The MSCS Sprints will race next
on June 29th.  The Saturday night
event will be held at Brownstown
Speedway.  Then Sunday night
June 30th the series will return to
Tri-State Speedway in a co-sanc-
tioned event with USAC.  The Sun-
day date is the make-up date for
the Spring Showdown which was
rained out in April and rescheduled.
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FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries presented by
MaxFab would have
made its first stop of
the 2019 season this
weekend at the
Oglethorpe Speedway
and Screven Motor
Speedway but Mother
Nature had other
plans as the weather

forecast for the weekend is calling
for anywhere between 60-100%
chance of rain over the area and

that has forced track and series of-
ficials to cancel the events for this
Friday & Saturday night.

Officials also decided that the
September 6-7 races the Southern
All Stars have at the tracks will in-
crease for a $5,000 to win at
Oglethorpe on Friday night and a
$10,000 to win on Saturday night at
Screven.

The next event for the Southern
All Stars will be on Saturday night
June 22nd at the Senoia Raceway. 

For more information concerning
the Southern All Stars visit
www.sasdirt.com.
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SALINA, KS -
Earning his fifth win of
the season, and 42nd
overall with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by the MAVTV Motor-
sports Network, Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. picked
up his first career vic-
tory at Salina Speed-

way in Salina, Kan. and in doing so,
secured his second career ASCS
Sizzlin' Summer Speedweek title.

Getting the outside of the front
row for Saturday's 30-lap affair,
Hafertepe, trailed into the first two
turns as Blake Hahn led the way.
Slight contact battling for the top
spot into the third turn, Hafertepe
was able to edge out the Sage
Fruit, Co. No. 52 to lead the open-
ing lap.

"I knew I had to get to the lead
early and get to the bottom and I
ended up getting into Blake down
the backstretch, and I didn't mean
too. Just trying to get to the bottom
otherwise, we could have easily
ended up second or third all night,"
commented Hafertepe.

Finding traffic by Lap 8, the
driver of the Townline Variety No.
15 picked off several slower cars to
open his advantage to well over a
straightaway as Blake Hahn battled
for the runner-up spot with John
Carney II. Caution on Lap 19 for
Tanner Berryhill, who spun in the
fourth turn, Hafertepe's lead was
5.396 seconds.

Restarting with four lapped cars
in the mix, Hafertepe bolted as
John Carney II worked around
Blake Hahn for second. Taking the
slower cars down to two before the
caution flew again on Lap 23 for
Grady Chandler who rolled to a
stop after contact with Alex Hill, the
restart saw Carney drive deep into
the first turn, clearing the remaining
slower machine and pulling almost
even with Sam Hafertepe, Jr. Rac-
ing hard into turn three, Sam held
point before yellow lights flashed
again; this time for Fred Mattox and
Matt Covington.

With no slower cars between
himself and Sam Hafertepe, Jr., the
Lap 24 restart saw Carney swap up
his attack with a high side run to
pull his Mesilla Valley Transporta-
tion No. J2 side by side again with
Hafertepe. Able to run deep and

swing to the center through turns
three and four, Sam was able to put
distance over Carney.

One final chance to battle of the
lead as the field set up for a green,
white, checkered finish after Rob-
bie Price and Fred Mattox came to-
gether off the second turn, Carney
couldn't mount the charge as Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. grabbed the win by
2.033 seconds.

Asked about the restarts and
being pressured, Hafertepe replied,
"We just didn't have a lot of bite
going straight to the throttle and ac-
tually we've had the problem sev-
eral times. I was just trying to time
it right. [John] Carey is good and
he's a smart racer, so I knew I had
to do my job, or I'd be having to
block into one and two so to come
out on top was really good. I've
never won here before, so this is
really cool and I have to say, from
the track we had at the start of the
night to what they gave us at the
end was a hell of a job to the track
crew."

John Carney II's 13th podium
appearance with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network, Jordon Mallett used the
race's last restart to work past

Blake Hahn for his first career Na-
tional Tour podium finish. Hahn in
fourth was trailed to the line by Harli
White.

Battling around the top five most
of the night, Scott Bogucki ended
up sixth with Roger Crockett sev-
enth. Involved in an early caution
and having to fight back from the
tail, Grady Chandler came bake to
finish eighth. Sean McClelland was
ninth with Tanner Berryhill also re-
bounding from a caution to finish
tenth.

A field of 21 was broken down
into a trio of SCE Gaskets Heat
Races with Harli White, Blake
Hahn, and Scott Bogucki each
earning wins. No Provisional starts
were needed. Speedweek stand-
ings with Sam Hafertepe, Jr. earn-
ing the crown by 43 markers had
John Carney II, Blake Hahn, Scott
Bogucki, and Harli White complete
the top five in driver standings.

The next events for the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network are promoted by Track
Enterprises with Brown County
Speedway in Aberdeen, S.D. on
Friday, June 14 and Black Hills
Speedway in Rapid City, S.D. on
Saturday, June 15.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2019,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Rain Claims Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series Speedweek

Stop at Creek County
Speedway

SAPULPA, OK - With hopes the
forecast would move away from
Creek County Speedway, showers
with the threat of severe weather
with flash flooding has forced the
as the cancellation of events on
Thursday night with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network and American Bank of
Oklahoma ASCS Sooner Region.

This marks the eight time this
season that the National Tour of the
American Sprint Car Series has
been slid by Mother Nature.

The next event for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network is Saturday, June 8 at
Salina Speedway in Salina, Kan.
The event is also co-sanctioned
with the American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Sooner Region.

Hafertepe Scores
Lucas Oil American

Sprint Car Series
Speedweek Victory at

Lawton Speedway
LAWTON, OK - A podium finish

the night before was bettered by
two spots Wednesday at Lawton 

(Continued Next Page)
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American Sprint Car Series
Speedweek With Salina

Speedway Victory

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. celebrates in victory lane after winning at Lawton Speedeway. Sam Hafertepe, Jr. also
won at Salina Speedway two nights later. (Wheatley Collection photo)



Continued…

Speedway as Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. picked
up his fourth victory of
the season with the
Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network
in Round 3 of the
2019 ASCS Sizzlin'
Summer Speedweek.

"Our team right
now is clicking better
than I've ever had a
team click in my entire
career," commented
Hafertepe. "Having

the right people behind me and in
the right places, we've been able to
win a lot of races so I'm very fortu-
nate to be the monkey driving the
car sometimes. This is a hell of a
team. We've been building it over
the course of five years now and
we get better every night."

Racing to the lead from the right
of the front row, Hafertepe was able
to hold off any challenges the first
half of the race with a pair of cau-
tions working Lap 2 and Lap 15.
Back to the 14th lap on the restart,
that is where the Heidbreder Foun-
dation No. 15h was challenged for
the lead. Moving off the cushion of
the first two turns, Hafertepe sur-
rendered the point to Scott Bogucki
down the back straightaway.

Driving 20-foot deeper into turn
three to pitch the car across the
fourth turn, Hafertepe snagged the
top spot with the pair again trading
the position through turns one and
two. Exchanging another round of
slide jobs coming to Lap 16, Sam
was able to break the momentum
of the Sawblade.com No. 28 to
begin pulling away until the red
lights blinked on with 21 laps com-
plete for Roger Crockett who
slammed into the wall off the sec-
ond turn. Roger was unharmed but
unable to finish.

Asked about the restart and en-
suing battle, Hafertepe explained,
"I shouldn't have moved off the top.
We were able to get him back, but
I just second guessed myself and
should have just stayed on the
cushion on the restart, but at least
it made it interesting for the fans"

Keeping the pack at bay on the
restart, the race for second picked
up as Wayne Johnson flew past
Bogucki on the cushion in turns
three and four. In pursuit of the No.
15h, Johnson was unable to keep
pace with Sam Hafertepe, Jr. tak-
ing the victory by just over a half
straightaway. Scott Bogucki held
on for second with Jordon Mallett

posting his first top-five finish of the
season in fourth. John Caney II
picked up a pair of spots to cross 

Photo Finish Goes To
Travis Rilat at The

Devil's Bowl With The
Lucas Oil American

Sprint Car Series
MESQUITE, TX - Winning by a

nose in a last-lap drag race, Travis
Rilat wheeled his MDS Boring and
Drilling/BDS Motorsports No. 29 to
Victory Lane over the Sage Fruit
Co. No. 52 of Blake Hahn at the
Devil's Bowl Speedway on Tues-
day night with the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series Presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network.

A very emotional win for the
BDS Motorsports Team, Rilat's
28th career National Tour triumph
came in a car that was built 20-
years ago for the late Ronald
Laney.

"I'm not going to say these guys
had an advantage over us, but
we've got a 20-year old racecar
here. It's not a raised-rail car, so
every time I'd go through the corner
and hit a rut, the car was dragging
the ground and slowing me down,
but this was one of Ronald Laney's
last cars. We drug it out about four
years ago, went through it, and ran
it a couple of times but it's just been
sitting in the shop so we decided to
get it out and give a go. Mark
[Laney] always talked about how
fast this thing is, and it was," stated
Travis on the front stretch of the
Devil's Bowl Speedway as Mark
Laney checked the tires of the No.
29.

Asked what it meant to see a car
built for his son win with Travis be-
hind the wheel, Mark replied, "I
can't hardly explain it. This just
brings tears to my eyes."

Getting the lead from Blake
Hahn on Lap 16 when the No. 52
bicycled multiple times through the
first and second turns, Rilat rolled
into traffic with Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
glued to his back bumper. Pulling
next to Travis numerous times, the
driver of the No. 29 was able to
fend off the charge of the three-
time Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series Presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network Champion.

Tip-toeing through traffic as the
race progressed into the final five
laps, Rilat and Hafertepe were
quickly joined by Blake Hahn. Re-
bounding with a furious run after
falling to fifth, Hahn made it a three-
car fight for the lead on Lap 22.
Scrambling around a slower ma-
chine into the first turn, the battle

was put on hold as Matt Covington
went for a ride off the third turn
folfifth.

The night's leading Hard
Charger from 13th, Joe Wood, Jr.
crossed sixth with Harli White sev-
enth. Matching Wood's Hard
Charger performance of seven po-
sitions gained, Matt Covington
moved from 15th to eighth with
Tony Bruce, Jr. mirroring the per-
formance from 16th to ninth. Jor-
dan Weaver completed the top ten.

A trio of SCE Gaskets Heat
Races on Wednesday night was
won by Jordan Weaver, John Car-
ney II, and Blake Hahn. No Provi-
sionals were needed.
lowing hard contact with an infield
tractor tire.

Into second on the restart, Hahn
checked top and bottom for room to
make the pass. Building a run to
the final lap, Hahn hit the low side
the final two turns as a misstep by
Rilat off the fourth turn kicked the
ShopTheBoss.com No. 29 side-
ways.

Wheel to wheel to the front
straightaway, Rilat barely edged
ahead of Hahn for the win. Getting
the final step on the podium, Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. regained the lead in
the 2019 Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series Presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network
Driver standings by a pair of mark-
ers over Blake Hahn.

Harli White crossed fourth with
John Carney II emerging as the
night's Hard Charger with a run
from 14th to fifth in the Mesilla Val-
ley Transportation No. J2. Making
up three positions, Wayne Johnson
crossed sixth with Scott Bogucki in
seventh. Jake Bubak grabbed
eighth with Jamie Ball ninth. Mak-
ing up five positions, Robbie Price
completed the top ten.

The second round of the 2019
ASCS Sizzlin' Summer Speed-
week, a field of 27 drivers were on
hand with three SCE Gaskets Heat
Races won by Scott Bogucki, Blake
Hahn, and Sam Hafertepe, Jr. The
lone BMRS B-Feature was topped
by Jordon Mallett. One provisional
was used by Casey Carter.

Brown County and
Black Hills Speedway

Next For ASCS
TULSA, OK - Starting the trek to

the Northwest, the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network
will make their first stops in South
Dakota with the series dropping
into Brown County Speedway in
Aberdeen on Friday, June 14 and
Black Hills Speedway in Rapid City

on Saturday, June 15.
The second time the series has

visited Brown County Speedway,
last year's trip saw Matt Covington
in Victory Lane in the National
Tour's 18th visit to South Dakota. A
year off from Black Hills Speedway,
the tour's visit in 2017 was a week-
end double with Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
and Aaron Reutzel splitting the two-
day affair. In all, there have been
seven events at Black Hills Speed-
way with five different winners
since 1998.

Going into this weekend's races,
Sam Hafertepe, Jr. is rolling with a
full head of steam and a 64 point
lead in tour standings. Off his fifth
win of the season, Sam is trailed by
Blake Hahn with John Carney II in
a close third. Scott Bogucki and
Matt Covington make up the top
five with Scott Bogucki, Harli White,
Jordon Mallett, Robbie Price, and
Jamie Ball completing the top ten.

Friday, June 14 at Brown County
Speedway opens at 5:30 P.M. with
races getting underway at 7:30
P.M. (CT). Admission is $25 with
youth 7-13 admitted for $10. Kids
under 6 are free into the grand-
stands. Brown County Speedway is
located at 400 24th Ave. NW, in Ab-
erdeen, S.D. Information on the
track can be found at www.brown-
countyspeedway1.com or by
phone to (844) 462-2273.

Classes on Friday night will also
include WISSOTA Street Stocks,
Midwest Modifieds, and Pure
Stocks.

Moving from one time zone to
another, Saturday, June 15 at Black
Hills Speedway opens at 5:00 P.M
with racing at 7:00 P.M. (MT). Ad-
mission is $25 with kids 12 and
under, who are over four-feet tall,
admitted for $10. Kids under four-
feet tall get in free. Black Hills
Speedway is located at 2467 Jolly
Ln. in Rapid City, S.D. For more in-
formation, log onto www.blackhill-
speedwaybhs.com or call (307)
257-9589.

Saturday's event is co-sanc-
tioned with the Brodix ASCS Fron-
tier Region and includes WISSOTA
Street Stocks and IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Both events are promoted by
Track Enterprises and can be
found online at www.trackenter-
prises.com or can be reached at
(217) 764-3200.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the nine Regional Tours
that make up ASCS Nation in 2019,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).
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Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
Talladega Super-
speedway welcomes
home country music
artist and Alabama na-
tive Riley Green, who
is set to headline the
trackʼs traditional Sat-
urday Night Infield
Concert on Oct. 12,
during the double-
header NASCAR
Playoff weekend.

Admission to the
Saturday Night Infield
Concert is FREE to all
infield guests and any-

one who purchases a ticket to the
1000Bulbs.com 500 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) event on Sunday, Oct. 13
(the second race in the Round of
12 of the MENCS Playoffs).

Green, born just down the street
from the historic 2.66-mile venue in
nearby Jacksonville, AL, introduced
his mixture of outlaw-rebellion and
respect for tradition across his self-
penned four tracks including his
2018 In a Truck Right Now EP
(BMLG Records) and his debut No.
1 hit single “There Was This Girl.”
His follow-up single “In Love By
Now” is currently ascending at
Country radio.

Raised on the sounds of tradi-
tional Country, Bluegrass and
Southern Gospel music, Green
learned the spirit of songwriting and
performing at a young age while
spending time with his grandfather,
Bufford Green. Riley shared the
stage with his grandfather, who ran
the Golden Saw Music Hall (Jack-
sonville), and other men of his gen-
eration, laying a foundation for the
songs heʼd craft in the years to
come.

Green has been named an
“Artist to Watch” by Rolling Stone
Country, Taste of Country, Whiskey
Riff, Sounds Like Nashville and
iHeartRadio among others. He has
also been selected as a CMT “Lis-
ten Up Artist” and one of Musi-
cRowʼs 2019 “Next Big Things.”
Green joined Brad Paisleyʼs 2019
WORLD TOUR, which kicked off
earlier this year.

The Saturday Night Infield Con-
cert festivities, located at the inter-
section of Eastaboga and
Talladega Blvds., are scheduled to
start at 7 p.m. CDT. It kicks off after
the running of the Sugarlands
Shine 250 NASCAR Gander Out-
doors Truck Series race and Food-
land/Food Giant Qualifying for
the 1000Bulbs.com 500. The Sug-
arlands Shine 250 also has playoff

implications as it will serve as the
first race in the Round of 6 in the
Gander Truck Series Playoffs, the
final round before the Champi-
onship 4 finale.

For more information about the
Saturday Night Infield Concert, the
1000Bulbs.com 500, or the Sugar-
lands Shine 250, visit www.tallade-
gasuperspeedway.com or call
855-518-RACE (7223).

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Retired

U.S. Army Col. Hal Kushner, an
area resident who served in Viet-
nam and was held as a prisoner of
war for 5 ½ years, will be the Hon-
orary Pace Truck driver for the 61st
annual Coke Zero Sugar 400 on
Saturday, July 6 at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway. 

Kushner, who has been an oph-
thalmologist in the Daytona Beach
area since 1977, served as a flight
surgeon with the 1st Squadron, 9th
U.S. Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion in Vietnam. He was captured
by the Viet Cong shortly after his
helicopter crashed on Nov. 30,
1967 and was held in captivity in
brutal conditions until his release
on March 16, 1973. 

His many military awards in-
clude the Silver Star, Bronze Star,
Purple Heart and the Republic of
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry. He was
inducted into the Army Aviation Hall
of Fame in 2001. 

Kushner will lead the stars of the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries around the 2.5-mile tri-oval in
a Chevrolet Silverado prior to the
start of the 160-lap, 400-mile race.
He will also participate in the pre-
race ceremonies and attend the
drivers meeting. 

“Itʼs an honor and a privilege to
host U.S. Army Col. Hal Kushner at
the Coke Zero Sugar 400,” Day-
tona International Speedway Pres-
ident Chip Wile said. “Hal is an
American hero. He has made many
sacrifices on behalf of his country
to preserve the freedoms that we
all enjoy today. We look forward to
recognizing one of our area resi-
dents on this Independence Day
holiday weekend.”

“The July Fourth weekend has
always been a very special time to
me,” Kushner said. “Iʼm looking for-
ward to driving the pace truck and
celebrating our countryʼs birthday
with NASCAR fans.”

Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar
400 Weekend on July 4-6 and all
Daytona International Speedway
events can be purchased online at
www.daytonainternationalspeed-
way.com or by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP.

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Stock car racing

in Sonoma dates back to June of
1969, just months after the race-
way opened for business. Sonoma
Raceway will celebrate 50 years of
racing in wine country during the
Toyota/Save Mart 350 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series event,
June 21-23, including a number of
highlights for race fans during
NASCARʼs only stop in Northern
California.

Below are some of the 50th an-
niversary highlights slated for the
Toyota/Save Mart 350, June 21-23:

• New Course, New Challenge:
The Toyota/Save Mart 350, as well
Saturdayʼs Procore 200 West Se-
ries race, will return to Sonoma
Raceway original 12-turn, 2.52-mile
road course for the first time since
1997. Highlighted by the infamous
“Carousel” turn, no current Cup Se-
ries drivers have raced on this con-
figuration in a Cup Series car.
Notably, Kevin Harvick competed
on the 12-turn circuit in a South-
west Series car in 1995, and Kyle
Busch did so in a Legends car. The
last winner on the full road course
was Mark Martin. 

• Sonoma Raceway Launches
50th Anniversary Book: To com-
memorate its 50 years history,
Sonoma Raceway has released a
limited-edition 50th anniversary
book. The photo-filled memoir
chronicles the racewayʼs history
over five decades, including its tu-
multuous early years, emergence
on the national racing scene and
transformation following its pur-
chase by Speedway Motorsports,
Inc. in the mid-1990s. The book in-
cludes highlighted sections on the
racewayʼs modernization in the late
1990s and its community involve-
ment. The $30 book will be avail-
able at souvenir stands throughout
the facility, as well as at Wine
Country Motorsports in the main
paddock.

• Toyota Racing Development
Celebrates 40 Years, Named
Grand Marshal: Toyota Racing De-
velopment (TRD), represented by
TRD President David Wilson, is
celebrating its 40th anniversary
and has been named Grand Mar-
shal of the Toyota/Save Mart 350.
TRD boast five wins in Sonoma
since they debuted in Cup Series in
2007 (Kyle Busch 2008, ʼ15, Clint
Bowyer 2012, Martin Truex Jr.
2013, ʼ18). 

• Race Fans In-
vited to “Legends
Chat” During Pre-
Race Show: Race
fans are invited to
join a celebration of

Sonoma Racewayʼs 50th anniver-
sary with three NASCAR legends
during the Toyota/Save Mart 350 at
Sonoma Raceway on Sunday,
June 23. Ernie Irvan, Richard Chil-
dress and Hershel McGriff will be
the featured guests during the pre-
race Legends Chat, which will
serve as the centerpiece of the
Pre-Race Show Powered by Fried-
manʼs Home Improvement before
the green flag falls on the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series main
event in Sonoma.

• Future Legends Honored Dur-
ing Pre-Race: Ten local quarter-
midget racers (ages 12 and under)
will step into the spotlight alongside
the top-10 Toyota/Save Mart 350
qualifiers during driver introduc-
tions, representing the future leg-
ends of motorsports. Represented
quarter-midget racing associations
are: Capital, Tri Valley, Baylands,
American and Good Times.

• Vintage NASCAR Stock Car
Display: Race weekend will feature
a display of iconic stock cars repre-
senting some of the most memo-
rable cars and drivers from
NASCARʼs history in Sonoma in-
cluding Kyle Buschʼs 2015 No. 18
M&Mʼs Toyota as well as the No. 4
Kodak Oldsmobile driven by Ernie
Irvan in 1991-1992 and Dale Earn-
hardtʼs No. 3 Goodwrench Monte
Carlo from his 1995 win in
Sonoma.  

• Live Art by David Arrigo:
Renowned artist David Arrigo will
create a custom canvas painting
commemorating 50 years of racing
history on Saturday and Sunday in
the main paddock. Arrigo has been
painting professionally for 25 years
for a list of high profile clients and
events such as the Winter
Olympics, U.S. Open, various pro-
fessional All Star Games and the
NFL Super Bowl. 

• Get to “The Point”: Sonoma
Raceway will debut a newly-reno-
vated fan viewing area at “The
Point.” The Point is the closest spot
to watch drivers tackle the 200-de-
gree Carousel turn.  Fans will enjoy
shade under a new redwood per-
gola, food, beverages, games and
plenty of racing action.  Access to
this area is open to all ticket hold-
ers.

For more information as well as
ticket information, call 800-870-
7223 or visit www.sonomarace-
way.com/nascar.
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411 Motor
Speedway

SEYMOUR , TN -
JT Kerr was widely
known in the East Ten-
nessee racing commu-
nity where he was very
respected both as a
driver and following his
career behind the
wheel as owner of JT
Kerr Racing Equip-
ment and Stinger
Race Cars.

Cory Hedgecock
of Loudon wrote his
name in the 411 Motor
Speedway record

book Saturday night for the fourth
straight year as winner of the JT
Kerr Memorial, a victory worth
$5,000 with the American Crate All-
Star Series presented by PPM.

Previous JT Kerr Memorial win-
ners were Chris Wilson (2012),
Ronnie Johnson (2013 & 2014),
John Owenby (2015), and Hedge-
cock (2016, 2017, & 2018).

Jesse Lowe of Crossville was
fastest in qualifying from the strong
32-car field assembled with a quick
lap at 14.134 seconds.

Hedgecock won the Quick 6
Dash over Jensen Ford, Lowe, An-
thony White, Rusty Ballenger and
Zach Sise, which determined the
first three rows for the 40-lap main
event.

Three eight-lap heat races trans-
ferred the top four finishers from
each to the feature. Trevor Sise
won the first heat over Clay Cogh-
lan, Eli Beets and Pierce McCarter.
Matt Long recorded the win in the
second heat over Jake Teague,
Bobby Mays and Greg Martin. Tyler
Arrington won the third heat ahead
of Jordon Horton, Jed Emert and
Andy Ogle.

One B-main locked the top four
finishers into the feature with Aaron
Guinn winning over Chris Chandler,
Michael Courtney and Shannon
Emery. The final two starting berths
were series provisionals awarded
to Josh Henry and Michael Smith. 

Hedgecock rocketed out into the
lead at drop of the green flag over
Ford, Lowe, Ballenger and Long.
The first of what ultimately would
be 11 cautions waved on lap 3 for
Teague. Following each caution pe-
riod, the racing action off the dou-
ble-file restarts produced two- and
three-wide battles for real estate
which in turn led to a major case of
“yellow fever.” Nothing major, just
incidents involving spins, flat tires,
mechanical failure and debris on
the track.

The one constant in the race

was Hedgecock clearly looked to
have the car to beat, unless he ex-
perienced issues himself. Following
each restart Hedgecock powered
back out into the lead to leave
those in pursuit to mix it up, and
that they did. Good, hard racing be-
tween Ford, Lowe, Ballenger, Long,
Trevor Sise, White and Arrington
was worth the price of admission
alone.

However, the trio of Long, Sise
and Ballenger each dropped out of
the race late in the event within a
six-lap span. Both Long and Bal-
lenger each got into the outside
wall off turn two, with Ballengerʼs
car making significant impact after
apparently breaking a right-rear
wheel on lap 38.

The stage was set for a two-lap
shootout for the $5,000 American
Crate All-Star Series win, but
Hedgecock wasnʼt about to be
gunned down after leading from the
start. Hedgecock captured the vic-
tory over Lowe, Arrington, Ford and
Chandler . … Completing the top
10 finishers were Courtney, Ogle,
Beets, Guinn and Emery.

Dustin Diden of Wartburg
grabbed the lead over Amos Bunch
at the start of the Open Wheel
Modified feature and would never
relinquish the position as he cap-
tured his first-ever win at 411 Motor
Speedway. The only thing slowing
Diden were cautions, with two at-
tributed to the James family. The
first incident occurred on lap 3 in-
volving father and son, Wayne and
Tyler James, with Wayne spinning
after contact from Tyler . And the
second yellow waved on lap 17,
when Tyler spun and also Bunch
parked his ride with a badly smok-
ing engine. … Back under green for
a three-lap run to the checkered
flag, Diden crossed the stripe first
to get the victory over Jimmy Dal-

ton, Billy Palmer, Robby Reagan
and Jamie Mosley. 

Defending Classic track cham-
pion Lee Merritt had dominated
racing to this point in the season by
capturing a division-leading five vic-
tories. Michael Millsap of Knoxville
and Merritt were the fastest two
qualifiers and while Millsap was
searching for his first win, Merritt
was hoping to add another notch
on his belt. Unfortunately for Mer-
ritt, though, his race ended on lap
12 with apparent engine issues.
That was all Millsap needed as he
went on to record the victory over
Richie Overholser, Shane Taylor,
Tim Bounds and Eli Keck.

Josh Henry of Newport rolled to
the Street Stock victory over Josh
Driskill and Steve Owens.

Rain moved in before the Front
Wheel Drive race could be run, so
the class will run double features
on Friday, June 14 for “Fast Friday
@ 411 Motor Speedway.”

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Per-

sistent rain storms plagued Bow-
man Gray Stadium on Saturday
and led to the postponement of
June 8ʼs racing action.

June 15 will now be Modified
50s for the Bradʼs Golf Cars Modi-
fied Series plus the rescheduled
Stadium Stock 50 for the Q104.1
Stadium Stock Series. Also on the
schedule will be racing for the Mc-
Dowell Heating & Air Sportsman
Series and the Law Offices of John
Barrow Street Stock Series.

The 109 U-Pull-It Chain Race
has been postponed two weeks
later to June 22.

Carteret County Speedway
PELETIER, NC - A forecast of

rain on both Saturday and Sunday
has forced Bobby Watsonʼs

Carteret County Speedway to pull
the plug on Saturday nightʼs Sum-
mer Sizzler.

Track owner Bob Lowery made
the decision on Friday with the best
interest of racers and fans in mind
after consulting with the National
Weather Service.  Currently, rain is
forecast on both Saturday and Sun-
day.

The next race at Carteret County
Speedway will take place on Satur-
day, June 22nd.

For more information about
Bobby Watsonʼs Carteret County
Speedway, visit the trackʼs official
website at www.carteretspeed-
way.com, “like” Carteret County
Speedway on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Weʼre into

the final days leading into the Lub-
bock Wrecker Service DCXRP 305
Sprint Car Nationals.

The Third Annual Lubbock
Wrecker Service DCRP 305 Sprint
Car Nationals at the 3/8-mile
Dodge City Raceway Park in
southwest Kansas fires off with the
first of two preliminary nights on
Thursday, June 13.  

Two full nights of preliminary ac-
tion set the stage for the Saturday,
June 15, $3,000-to-win champi-
onship finale.  With lap money
added in as well, a driver could
pocket as much as $4,500 in the
Saturday night 30-lap finale alone.

After Fort Worthʼs Kevin Ramey
topped the inaugural version of the
DCRP 305 Sprint Car Nationals in
2017, Fairview, Oklahomaʼs Jake
Martens pocketed $4,040 including
lap money by fending off a last-lap
slider from Jake Bubak and then
beating Chad Koch to the stripe in
last yearʼs hair-raising finale.

With two wins in four DCRP
Sprint Car events thus far in 2019,
Luke Cranston leads the DCRP
Sprint Car ranks into the event with
a 34-point advantage over defend-
ing track champion Steven
Richardson with Jeremy Huish,
Tyler Knight and Kyler Johnson
also among the current top five.

The Precise Racing Products
DCRP Sprint Car regulars will bat-
tle it out with a host of invaders
from throughout.

The Vitals:
The When:  Thursday, Friday

and Saturday, June 13-15.  Races
begin at 7:30 p.m. each night.

The Format:  All cars run each
night.  Thursday and Friday heat
races lined up according to pill
draw with passing points in effect to
determine “B” Main(s) and “A” Main

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Cory Hedgecock of Loudon, Tenn., won the American Crate All-
Star Series JT Kerr Memorial for the fourth straight year Saturday
at 411 Motor Speedway. (TIM OWENS photo)



(Continued…)

lineup each night.  Top
8 in passing points will
redraw for feature
starting position with
9-16 in passing points
making up rows five
through eight of the “A”
Main.  Balance will go
to two or three “B”
Mains based upon car
count to fill out the 22-
car “A” Main.

The Entries:  The
current list of entries
stands at more than
30 and counting with
more expected over

the coming days.  The full list of en-
tries is available at
https://www.dodgecityraceway.com
/driver-info/dcrp-305-sprint-car-
nationals/entries/.

The Lap Sponsors:  In addition
to an already hefty payout, another
$3,000 in lap money will be distrib-
uted in Saturday nightʼs 30-lap
championship feature.  Each lap
will be worth $100 with the leader
collecting $50, second-place pick-
ing up $30 and third-place earning
$20.

The Pit Party:  The Richardson
Trucking Pit Party will take place
upon the completion of Friday
nightʼs racing action.  All teams and
fans are invited to enjoy the fun
with a live band on hand and free
pizza for those with armbands
while supplies last.

The Tasty Stuff:  In addition to
the trackʼs substantial offering of
concession items, the Taqueria La
Estrella taco truck will be on hand
each day to serve breakfast and
lunch.

The Wash:  A location to wash
cars in the pits will be provided.

The Support:  The KARS
(Kansas Antique Racers) club will
be on hand each night.  IMCA
Hobby Stocks will join Thursdayʼs
card, IMCA Stock Cars will be in
action on Friday and IMCA Sport
Modifieds will round out Saturdayʼs
finale.

The Tickets & Pit Passes:  Tick-
ets to the Thursday and Friday pre-
liminary events are only $12 for
each night with Saturdayʼs finale
just $20 while children eleven and
under are free each night.  Pit
passes are $30 for each night.

The Entry Fee:  Entries submit-
ted by Thursday, June 6, are just
$50 with pit passes only $20 per
night for the driver.  Entries re-
ceived after the June 6 deadline
are $75 with pit passes at $30 per
night.

Entry forms for the $3,000-to-

win event set for June 13-15 are
available at
https://www.dodgecityraceway.com
/ w p - c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 9 /
0 4 / D C R P - 3 0 5 - S p r i n t - C a r -
Nationals-2019-Entry-Form.pdf.

The Accommodations:  Holiday
Inn Express & Suites Dodge City
located at 201 4th Avenue is the of-
ficial lodging partner of Dodge City
Raceway Park.  Race fans staying
at the Holiday Inn & Suites Dodge
City will want to request the special
DCRP rate for their visit when mak-
ing reservations. Contact the Holi-
day Inn Express at 620-225-1000.

Race fans staying at the Holiday
Inn & Suites Dodge City will want to
request the special DCRP rate for
their visit when making reserva-
tions.

In total, the 2019 season atop
the 3/8-mile Dodge City Raceway
Park clay oval is slated for 18
nights of action along with another
eight Sunday cards atop the newly-
constructed 1/7-mile Little DCRP
clay oval.

The complete slate of 2019
events at DCRP is available at
https://www.dodgecityraceway.com
/schedule/.

Dodge City Raceway Park is lo-
cated on the south edge of Dodge
City, KS, on US 283, then 0.9 miles
west on US 56, then 0.1 miles
south.  For more information, con-
tact the track at 620-225-3277 or
check www.dodgecityraceway.
com.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - With heavy

rain predictions for the entire day
and evening, we have decided it
best to cancel Friday nightʼs racing
activities.

We have postponed all activities
until June 14 for the Food City 175
We hope everyone has a safe
weekend. We will see everyone
back on Friday, June 14th.

The next race is scheduled for
Friday, June 14 Spectator gates will
open at 5 p.m.  and racing at 8 p.m.
Full race day schedule is coming
soon. Adult grandstand admission
Friday $12, with kids 12-and-under
admitted FREE. Adult tier-parking
admission $12 per person (plus a
$12 vehicle parking spot fee), with
kids 12-and-under admitted free. 

For more information on
Kingsport Speedway, visit our web-
site at – www.kingsportspeed-
way.com.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Dan

Stone of Thompson scored a
thrilling victory with a last-lap, final-

corner pass by defending track
champion Bryan Bernheisel of
Lebanon in Saturday nightʼs 30-lap
KRS Graphics Super Late Model
Challenge Series main event at
Selinsgrove Speedway. 

Stone earned $3,000 for his first
win of the season and seventh ca-
reer at the track. He became the di-
visionʼs sixth different winner in as
many races on Jeffʼs Auto Body
Night. 

Jason Covert of Dover was the
nightʼs fast qualifier over the 26-car
super late model field with a lap
time of 19.233 seconds. 

Jared Fullkroad of Mifflintown
won his first career race in the 20-
lap Mason Dixon Limited Late
Model Series event following an in-
tense three-car battle for the lead
and win. Fulkroad, who started his
racing career in go karts on the
speedwayʼs one-fifth mile track, be-
came another driver to  win races
on both the small and big tracks. 

Shaun Lawton of Bloomsburg
drove to his first win of the season
and his first in the annual A&A Auto
Stores Pro Stock 20 that was worth
$1,000. 

Tom Brunson of Middleburg held
off late-race challenges from Jake
Jones of Cogan Station for his first
career win in the 12-lap roadrunner
race. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will be
back in action at 7 p.m. Saturday,
June 15, with the Joe Whitcomb
Memorial for 360 sprint cars sanc-
tioned by the Patriot Sprint Tour.
The super late models, pro stocks,
and roadrunners will round out the
four division racing program spon-
sored by Advanced Concrete Sys-
tems. Track gates will open at 5
p.m. 

Front row starter Bryan Bern-
heisel won the drag race down the
fron stretch to take the late model
lead over polesitter Rick Eckert,
Jason Covert,  Gene Knaub, Tyler
Horst, and Brett Schadel.

The top three ran the first third of
the race nose to tail but on lap 12
Eckert used a lapped car to pick off
Bernheisel and take the lead as the
pair came off turn four.  Two laps
later, it was Covert taking over sec-
ond.

Chris Casner slowed off turn
four to bring out the first caution on
lap 16.  Using the Delaware double
file restart, Eckert held the restart
lead over Covert.

Eckert continued to open the
lead and looked like a sure winner
when he hit the first turn wall in turn
one after the front spoiler report-
edly bent under the front end of his
race car and ended his night on lap
24. When the lead was handed

over to Covert, his car developed a
flat tire while pacing under caution
due to debris, according to reports
from the pit area.  As Covert with-
drew from the race, Bernheisel re-
assumed the point.

With Bernheisel running the high
groove, second place Dan Stone
tested him on the low side and
raced side by side. Stone then
went to the top looking for a lane
and just nosed ahead at the line for
the win.  Coleby Frye, Knaub and
Hayes Mattern rounded out the top
five.

Gene Knaub, Rick Eckert and
Brett Schadel won the late model
heats.

Kyle Bachman took the Pro
Stock 20 lead from the pole and
was followed by Shaun Lawton,
Brandon Moser, AJ Hoffman and
AJ Stroup.  Lawton shot low off the
fourth turn on lap three for the front
spot and immediately opened a
lead.

John Schoch brought out the
yellow flag when he spun on lap
eight.  

Lawton continued to lead but on
the final lap Bachman pulled even.
As the pair entered turn one, they
touched with Bachman spinning
out.  Lawton led the final lap win-
ning over Stroup, Hoffman, Tommy
Dawson and Brandon Moser.

Pro stock heats were won by
Bachman and Lawton.  Lawtonʼs
fast time trial lap was 23.608 sec-
onds

Jared Fulkroad, Shaun Miller
and Kenny Yoder shot into the lim-
ited late model lead with Brad
McGinnis and Taylor Farling in tow.

Miller continued to stalk
Fulkroad and really started to press
with five laps to go.  On the last lap
a lapped car got together with
Miller.  Miller bicycled through the
second turn allowing McGinnis to
get by.

The win was Fulkroadʼs first in
the full sized cars after winning
many times on the 1/5th mile inner
oval.  McGinnis, Miller, Derick Gar-
man and Yoder rounded out the top
five.

Limited late model heats went to
Joe Westerman, Shaun Miller, and
Todd Snook. Andrew Yoder won
the consolation.

After several tries to get the
roadrunner feature underway, Cory
Lindenmuth took the lead only to
give it up a lap later to Curtis Law-
ton on the backstretch.  Tom and
Will Brunson also got by Linden-
muth for second and third.  Terry
Kramer rounded out the top five.

Kramer and Jake Jones were
soon battling for fourth as Will

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Brunson pressured
Lawton with the pair
getting together and
spinning in the fourth
turn handing the lead
to Tom Brunson.

Jones, who had
gotten by Kramer was
now dogging Brunson
for the lead.  With a lap
to go the caution flew
again for Jimmy
Kessler.

Brunson ran the
final laps winning over
Jones, Will Brunson,
Kramer and Lawton.

Roadrunner heats were won by
Lawton and Will Brunson.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action on Friday, June 7
with Whelen Event Night / Kids
Night.  It was a banner night for
Late Model driver Kevin Gamba-
corta as he celebrated his 11th
wedding anniversary in style by
winning the 30-lap Late Model fea-
ture and Gambacortaʼs son Kolton
won the Kids Big Wheel race that
was held on the frontstretch as part
of Kids Night.  Other winners were
Eric Berndt in the SK Modified®
feature, alexander Pearl in the SK
Light feature, Gary Patnode was a
first time career winner in the Lim-
ited Late Model feature, and Zack
Robinson won the Street Stock fea-
ture.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Troy Talman streaked
into the early race lead with Cory
DiMatteo, Matt Galko, Eric Berndt,
and David Arute making up the top-
5.  The caution came out with 3
laps complete for Darin Renihan,
who got into the turn 1 wall and
came to a stop against the retain-
ing wall.

Galko nearly took the lead from
Talman on the restart but Galko
slotted back into line in second.
Berndt was third in the order with
Keith Rocco and DiMatteo side by
side for fourth place.  The caution
came out with 8 laps complete as
David Arute and Tom Bolles got into
the frontstretch wall and Arute col-
lected the cars of Nick Salva, An-
drew Molleur, and Marcello
Rufrano.

The restart saw Berndt make a
3-wide move to get by both Talman
and Galko and move to the lead.
Talman slotted back into line in sec-
ond with DiMatteo, Rocco, and
Glen Reen making up the top-5.

Galko slid back to seventh in line
behind Stephen Kopcik.  Rocco
took second from Talman on lap-13
and set his sights on narrowing the
gap to Berndt for the lead.  

Kopcik got by Reen to move into
fifth on lap-17 and Joey Cipriano
followed him through but Reen
came back to the inside of Cipriano
and the two cars raced side by side
for sixth place with Todd Owen right
behind them in eighth.  At the
halfway mark of the race, Rocco
had closed the gap to Berndt down
to approximately a car length with
Talman third, DiMatteo fourth, and
Kopcik fifth.

Rocco got by Berndt for the lead
on lap-23 but his lead didnʼt last
long as Berndt retook the lead from
Rocco on lap-25.  Talman contin-
ued to run in third with DiMatteo
fourth and Reen was fifth with
Owen and Ronnie Williams right
behind him in sixth and seventh
place.

With 10 laps to go, Rocco was
still giving chase to Berndt for the
lead with Talman, DiMatteo, Reen,
Owen, and Williams still making up
the top-7.  

Rocco couldnʼt get close enough
to Berndt to make a move as
Berndt notched his second win of
the 2019 season.  Reen finished
third with Talman and DiMatteo
rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Tyler Leary and Michael
Bennett led the field to the green
and they immediately ran side by
side for a lap and a half before Ben-
nett got clear into the lead.  Cliff
Saunders took second from Leary
on lap-4 and Tom Fearn was right
on Saundersʼ bumper and he fol-
lowed Saunders into third place to
drop Leary back to fourth with
Michael Wray fifth and Al Saunders
sixth.

Cliff Saunders was working Ben-
nettʼs back bumper over but could-
nʼt make a pass stick as Bennett
was able to stay out front.  Wray
and Al Saunders touched while
fighting for fifth on lap-11 and Saun-
ders developed a flat right front tire
and limped his way back to pit
road.  

Cliff Saunders was still trying lap
after lap to make a run to the inside
of Bennett but Bennett was holding
him off.  Saunders was finally able
to make a pass stick on lap-14 and
he moved into the lead.  Fearn took
second with Leary taking third and
Gambacorta taking fourth as Ben-
nett slid all the way back to fifth.
The caution came out with 16 laps
complete for Gary Theriault and
Paul Varricchio, Jr. who both spun
coming out of turn 4.

The field completed one lap be-
fore the caution came back out for
a spin in turn 2 by Richard Ciriello.
The next restart saw Gambacorta
almost go 3-wide with Saunders
and Leary but he backed out of the
move.  Gambacorta came back
strong on lap-19 as he took the
lead from Saunders.  Fearn was
third with Leary back to fourth and
Wray was still in fifth. 

Fearn took second from Saun-
ders on lap-20 and Leary followed
him through to take third as Saun-
ders slid back to fourth with Gam-
bacorta still leading the way.  With 5
laps to go, Gambacorta was still in
command with a several car length
lead over Fearn with Leary, Saun-
ders, and Wray lined up behind
Fearn.

Gambacorta led the field to the
checkered flag to become the first
repeat Late Model feature winner of
the 2019 season.  Fearn came
home second with Leary, Cliff
Saunders, and Wray rounding out
the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, Todd Douillard took the early
lead at the drop of the green flag
with Glenn Griswold immediately
applying heavy pressure from sec-
ond place.  Alexander Pearl was
third  in the early going with Steven
Chapman and Nathan Pytko lined
up behind him.  

Griswold got clear to the lead on
lap-5 after several laps of side by
side dueling with Douillard.  Pearl
pulled to the outside of Griswold
and he powered his way to the front
on lap-7.  

Steven Chapman made a dive
to the inside of Griswold in turn 1
and they touched, which sent Gris-
wold up the track into the path of
Douillard to bring the caution out.
Chapman was sent to the rear of
the field by NASCAR officials for
the contact with Griswold.

The field completed one lap be-
fore the caution came back out for
Mark Bakaj, whose car came to a
sputtering stop at the entrance to
turn 3.

Pearl took the lead on the restart
with Nick Anglace right behind him
in second.  Teddy Hodgdon came
up to third with Bryan Narducci
fourth and Mikey Flynn in fifth.  

Pearl slowly pulled away from
Anglace and secured his second
win of the 2019 season.  Hodgdon
came home in third with Narducci
and Flynn roundin out the top-5.
In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Alexandra Fearn
charged into the lead at the green
flag with Kyle Casagrande settling
into second.  Gary Patnode was
third but he took second from

Casagrande on lap-2.  Patnodeʼs
move opened the door for Jeremy
Lavoie to move into third and drop
Casagrande back to fourth with
Matt Clement fifth.  

Patnode got by Fearn in turns
3+4 on lap-4 to move into the lead.
Lavoie took second from Fearn on
lap-5 with Clement now up to fourth
as Casagrande slid back to fifth in
line.  At the halfway point of the
race Patnode was still in command
with Lavoie all over his back
bumper looking high and low for a
way to move into the lead.  Fearn
was still third with Clement and
Casagrande lined up behind her.

Lavoie was still hounding Patn-
ode for the lead with 5 laps to go
while Clement had gotten around
Fearn to take over third with
Casagrande still running in fifth.
Lavoie tried his hardest to get by
Patnode for the lead but Patnode
was able to fend off his challenges
and he took the checkered flag to
record his first career Limited Late
Model feature win.  Clement fin-
ished third with Fearn and
Casagrande rounding out the top-
5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Adrien Paradis, III took
the lead at the green with Travis
Hydar coming up to second.  Zack
Robinson and Meghan Fuller were
side by side for third with Nicole
Chambrello sliding back to fifth
after racing side by side on the first
lap with Paradis for the lead.  

Hydar moved to the lead on lap-
3 and Robinson moved into second
as Paradis fell back to third.  Cham-
brello and Fuller were side by side
for fourth when Chambrello got
loose and did a half spin in the mid-
dle of turns 3+4 to bring the caution
out with 4 laps complete.

Hydar took the lead back under
green with Robinson hot on his
heels in second. Fuller was third
with Paradis fourth and George
Bessette, Jr. fifth.  Bessette took
fourth from Paradis on lap-9 while
up front Robinson got around
Hydar to take over the lead on lap-
10.  Fuller was closing the gap to
Robinson and Hydar to make it a
three-car fight for the lead.  

Fuller got by Hydar to take sec-
ond as the cars came to the white
flag but no one could catch Robin-
son as he scored his second win of
the 2019 season.  Rounding out
the top-5 behind Robinson, Fuller,
and Hydar was Bessette and
Chambrello.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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