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The fact thirteen
cars failed post-quali-
fying inspections Sat-
urday at the Pocono
Raceway should be a
clear warning that
NASCAR is looking
harder for teams that
donʼt follow the rule-
book.

Itʼs also clear it
wonʼt stop teams from
bending the rules.

A few
months ago
the hot ticket

was rear roof window
braces that buckled. That
allowed the window to cave
in, which helped with aero-
dynamics.

The newest twist is
bending the shape of the
rear housing and axle to in-
crease the air flow to the
right side of the spoiler. By doing
that, a car can gain a little more
traction – and speed – in the cor-
ners.

Minutes after Kevin Harvick and
Kyle Busch swept the front row for
last Sundayʼs race, they were sent
to the back of the line when they
failed inspection. Harvickʼs No. 4
failed the body scan and Buschʼs
No. 18 failed chassis inspection.

According to Buschʼs crew chief,
Adam Stevens, he miscounted the
number of cooling fans that are al-
lowed to be installed for the tires
and brakes.

NASCAR allows just one fan for
each wheel.

“The issues that we had in tech,
the reason we failed was com-
pletely my oversight,” Stevens said.
“There's a rule with a number of
fans that you're allowed to have to
cool the tires and brakes, and I did-
n't misread it, I just neglected to
read it, and says plain as day that
you can only have one, and when
you have two, you're outside of the
rules. They can point to it and tell
you, and you say, oh, yeah, I'm an
idiot. You fix it and you move on.”

For Busch, that meant moving
all the way from starting 28th to
Poconoʼs Victory Lane. And he
made it look easy carving his way
back to the front.

“There were a couple times that
were tense moments, but nothing
too out of the ordinary,” Busch
said. “Overall, just for us, it was OK
coming through. Harvick obviously
was really, really fast and got
through there a lot faster than I did.”

Harvick, who started 29th,

wound up fourth. In fact, counting
Kyle Larson and Joey Logano, four
of the top five qualifiers had their
qualifying speeds thrown out.

Harvick was one of the drivers
with the sagging rear windows.
Crew chief Gil Martin was fined
$50,000 and car chief Robert Smith
was suspended for two races fol-
lowing their victory at the Las
Vegas Motor Speedway on March
4 for the window and an illegal
right-side rocker panel extension.

The penalty was
announced following a
flurry of social media posts
that clearly showed the
sagging rear window –
and that triggered outrage
from Harvick.

“The roof caved in,
pulled the back and top of
the window down, and
that is really the root of the
social-media outrage that

came after the race,” Harvick said.
“The car passed all the optical
scanning station inspections and
everything after the race. The car
was built to a tolerance.

“You look at golf and the fan of-
ficiating and the chaos that it
caused. I think you see some of the
repercussions of finding a penalty
that was big enough to make the
car sufficient to have a fine big
enough to appease everybody.
That didnʼt work in golf. It wonʼt
work here.”

Despite the sanctions and
scrutiny, Harvick came back to win
a week later at Phoenix.

NASCAR used its impound rules
for a condensed weekend for the
second time at Pocono. Teams did-
nʼt hit the track for practice and
qualifying until Saturday, and to
make that schedule work the sanc-
tioning body skipped pre-practice
inspections.

If a car was out of tolerance, it
wouldnʼt be found until it already
had been on the track. If a car fails
inspection one time, the qualifying
speed was thrown out. Teams for
Harvick, Kasey Kahne, Logano and
Paul Menard all failed two or more
times and had members ejected
from the track.

Harvickʼs car flunked three
times.

Clint Bowyer, Ryan Blaney, Aric
Almirola, Jimmie Johnson, Austin
Dillon, William Byron and Darrell
Wallace Jr. all failed inspection, too.

NASCAR senior vice president
of competition Scott Miller de-
fended the inspection process.

“Most of the problems were cen-

tered around the body scan, but not
all, some were mechanical meas-
urements with the rear toe,” Miller
said. “Weʼre disappointed in this,
but weʼre certainly confident in our
process. The teams didnʼt do a real
good job here today. If 27 of them
can do it right, the other 13 can do
them right.”

Only three cars failed the first
time the condensed practice and
inspection process was used at
Chicagoland Speedway on July 1.

“Three failures at Chicago,
equated to ʻwe need to get more
aggressive,ʼ and more aggressive
didnʼt cut it today for them,” Miller

said.
Stevens had to problem accept-

ing his penalty.
“Our issue was completely

avoidable. It was an oversight,” he
said. “I don't know what all the
other issues were. But the more we
do it, the better everybody will get
at it. It's a little surprising that we
went from [three] to 13 failures, but
that's part of it. But I don't think
that's a reason not to do it by any
means.”

As the violations continue to
grow, race teams still know there
are no substantial deterrents to fol-
low the rules.
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Finding the Extra Edge

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 11-14
Monster Energy Cup 4 Circle of Champions 15-16
XFINITY 5 ASCS 17-18
NCWTS 6 OnTrack 19-20
NASCAR Touring 8 ShorTrack 21-28
P.A.S.S. 9
ARCA Racing 10
CARS Tour 10

ON THE COVER:
NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

With fastest qualifiers Kevin Harvick and Kyle Busch in the rear of
the field because of failed inspections, Daniel Suarez (19) and
Denny Hamlin (11) lead the field to the green flag to start the Gan-
der Outdoors 400 at Pocono Raceway. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY
IMAGES photo)



In the past few
weeks, much discus-
sion has centered on
the NASCAR Monster
Energy Cup Series
”Big Three”, inspection
procedures, the race
to the playoffs, future
schedules, and sev-
eral other issues.
However, I believe the
best conversations
have resulted during
and after the NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series “Dirt Derby” at

Eldora Speedway.
The sixth annual Dirt Derby at

Eldora once again provided race
fans with one of the most exciting
and entertaining days of racing this
season. The side-by-side battle be-
tween Chase Briscoe and Grant
Enfinger during the final lap had
fans on their feet cheering for the
finish. When Briscoe edged Enfin-
ger by mere inches, the discussion
of NASCAR racing at Eldora was a
major topic by some of the biggest
names in our sport.

Eldora Speedway owner Tony
SDtewart got the discussion rolling
with his thoughts on the future.

“Maybe one of these days, weʼll
get an Xfinity or Cup race here,”
Stewart said. “Weʼve proven that
we can run vehicles here. And, the
Truck drivers that have never been
here before can get around here
really well. If a truck can get around
here, a Cup or Xfinity car can do it
too. Who knows? I never thought
we would ever have a Camping
World Truck Series race, so maybe
the dream will start to get Xfinity
and Cup here too.”

Well, the discussion certainly
didnʼt end there. Stewart began to
rally the fans and supporters to get
the campaign moving.

“Fans, start to think about put-
ting pressure on NASCAR<” Stew-
art added. “I think we need to get
an Xfinity race here. And, if it were
successful, maybe we could get a
Cup race at Eldora. And, I think
thatʼs something everyone wants to
see. So, I think we need to pres-
sure NASCAR to get an Xfinity race
here as well.”

It didnʼt take long for Stewartʼs
comments to get a reaction.

“Hey, Tony Stewart, this Xfinity
Racing owner would love to have a
race at Eldora Speedway on the
schedule,” Dale Earnhardt Jr.
stated. “What say you NASCAR?
Letʼs do this already.”

“I would vote 5000% for both of

them,” Humpy Wheeler, former
President and General Manager of
Charlotte Motor Speedway and
Grand Marshal of the 2018 Dirt
Derby, commented when asked
about the Xfinity and Cup Series at
Eldora. “A Cup race here (Eldora)
would put 35,000 people, paid into
this place. Youʼd see a show you
havenʼt seen before. We wouldnʼt
run some 250-300 mile race. Youʼd
run some heat races, then maybe

a 100-lap
main."
“It would
be one of
the great-
est shows
on earth,”
W h e e l e r
a d d e d .
“And, it
would put
us back to
what peo-

ple really wanna see. They wanna
see action, they wanna see pass-
ing. They wanna see bumping and
grinding. This would be back in the
day racinʼ if there ever was.”

Strong pro-Eldora comments by
Wheeler for sure. And, from the
promoter side of the sport, very
compelling reasons to consider
such a move in the future.

As I began to think about the
possibility of NASCAR racing more
than one of their premiere divisions
at Eldora, I couldnʼt help but “flash-
back” to Hickory Speedway near
my hometown. As a very young
boy, I would go to Hickory Speed-
way nearly every Saturday night to
watch racing. Now, I know Iʼm dat-
ing myself, but I actually saw rac-
ing at Hickory when it was dirt. Yes,
I said dirt! I remember watching
many of the drivers who became
legends in our sport compete. And,
when the Grand National Division
(now Cup Series) would come to
town two or three times a year, you
were lucky to get a seat in the
grandstands. Many fans had to ei-
ther stand or hope they could get a
study tree outside turn four that
could hold them long enough to
see the show. Iʼm certain that Iʼm
not the only resident of Catawba
County, NC who remember watch-
ing dirt racing at Hickory Speed-
way.

I couldnʼt remember when the
last dirt NASCAR event was held
for the premiere division. However,
a little research told me that it was
September 30, 1970. I learned that,
by the late 60ʼs and early 70ʼs, only
three dirt tracks remained on the

GN schedule – Columbia Speed-
way (Columbia, SC); Greenville-
Pickens Speedway (Greenville,
SC); North Carolina State Fair-
grounds (Raleigh, NC). That last
dirt race came on a Wednesday
night at the NC State Fairgrounds.
Richard Petty won the race and
had some interesting comments
following his victory.

“I hope a few dirt tracks are kept
on the schedule,” Petty said. “This
is where our brand of racing
started.”

“Iʼm sensing the demise of dirt
racing in NASCAR,” Petty added. “I
hope we donʼt forget what dirt track
racing has meant to our sport. I
hope we can come back to it once
in a while, too. Just so we donʼt for-
get.”

So, back to the present and the
enhanced discussion for another
dirt race at Eldora.

“The cost to do it would be very
little,” Stewart added. “The speeds
are slow enough that you donʼt
need to worry about aero (aerody-
namics). They donʼt have to waste
money on wind tunnel time.”

Now, we begin to look at con-
tracts. NASCAR canʼt just take a
date away from a current track just
because they want to schedule a
race at Eldora. With Speedway Mo-
torsports, Inc. and International
Speedway Corporation controlling
all the tracks that host Monster En-
ergy Cup Series races except
those at Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way, Pocono, and Dover, just get-
ting a date for Eldora creates a
whole different discussion. The dis-
cussion of dollars and cents.

When Brian France, NASCAR
CEO and Chairman, was asked re-
cently on SiriusXM NASCAR Radio
about the Eldora/Stewart discus-
sion, said that he doubted
NASCAR will entertain Stewartʼs
push to add either a Cup or Xfinity
Series race to Eldora Speedway.

“Probably not going to have that
phone call any time soon,” France
said of talking to Stewart. “The
schedule is pretty full. Heʼs done a
great job of running Eldora and
other things heʼs doing in the dirt
stuff, so good for him.”

Along with the discussion of
scheduling dirt races at Eldora
Speedway for other NASCAR divi-
sions has been the talk of racing
midweek. I have heard rumors in
recent years that racing midweek at
certain tracks received strong con-
sideration. And, with multiple divi-
sions combing for an enhanced
schedule. Imagine the possibility of
racing Trucks on a Wednesday and
either Xfinity or Cup on Thursday. I
can already hear the pros and cons
being shouted by fans across the
country. However, when you con-
sider attendance, television, and
the overall appeal of midweek
races, I wouldnʼt be surprised to
hear this discussion receive in-
creased interest.

More NASCAR dirt races at El-
dora and the possibility of midweek
races involving the three major di-
visions of NASCAR. Two highly-
discussed topics by NASCAR fans,
as well as influential people in our
sport, that may or may not ever
happen. But, the concept is cer-
tainly interesting.
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DENNIS PUNCH
The military tribute lap at Eldora Speedway could have XFINITY or
Monster Energy Cup racers participating in the future. (MATT SUL-
LIVAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



LONG POND, PA
- A post-qualifying in-
spection failure? No
problem.

A starting position
deep in the field for
Sundayʼs Gander Out-
doors 400 at Pocono
Raceway? Just an-

other challenge for Kyle Busch to
overcome.

Holding off a determined charge
from Joe Gibbs Racing teammate
Daniel Suarez in two late restarts—
the first after a brutal wreck that
sidelined Bubba Wallace—Kyle
Busch powered his No. 18 Toyota
to his sixth Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series victory of the
season, tying fourth-place finisher
Kevin Harvick for the series lead.

Suarez started from the pole and
finished a career-best second,
1.788 seconds behind Busch, who
collected his second victory at the
2.5-mile Tricky Triangle and the
49th of his career, tying him with
Tony Stewart for 13th on the all-
time win list.

With the triumph, Busch com-
pleted a weekend sweep at
Pocono, having tied NASCAR Hall
of Famer Ron Hornaday Jr. for the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series career lead at 51 with his
win in Saturdayʼs Gander Outdoors
150.

After his celebratory burnout,
Busch had nothing but praise for
his teammate.

"Suarez, man, I can't say

enough about my teammate,”
Busch said. “He was probably the
third-best car. Harvick was the best
car, and we were second-best car,
and I think Suarez was the third-
best car. He gave us a run for our
money there on that last restart.”

"The last restart I spun my tires a
little bit too much and he got a re-
ally good run. I think that gave
(JGR teammate and fifth-place fin-
isher Erik) Jones an opportunity to
make it three-wide going into (Turn)
1. They got into racing (each other),
and I kind of got away.”

On tying Stewart with 49 wins,
Busch said, “That's awesome. You
keep reaching up the ladder, and
you keep reaching more milestone
drivers. Tony Stewart is one of the
all-time best and one of the drivers
I was a fan of growing up as well.
It's awesome to tie him."

Alex Bowman ran third, a ca-
reer-best finish now 15th in the se-
ries standings and h his chances of
qualifying for the Playoffs.

Harvick and Busch posted the
two fastest laps in Saturdayʼs qual-
ifying session, but their times were
disallowed because of subsequent
inspection failures—along with
those of 11 other drivers. Busch
started 28th and Harvick 29th.

Harvick won Stage 2, but the
Toyotas of Busch, Suarez, Jones,
Denny Hamlin and Martin Truex Jr.
pitted three laps before the end of
the stage and stayed out under the
subsequent caution, putting Har-
vick back in traffic for a restart on

Lap 106. 
A collision with Stewart-Haas

Racing teammate Aric Almirola on
pit road sent Harvick to the back of
the field once more, but he was
able to drive up to fourth before
running out of laps at the finish.

“It definitely changed the course
of the race,” Adam Stevens,
Buschʼs crew chief, said of the Toy-
otas pitting en masse before the
end of Stage 2. But Stevens de-
murred when asked if it was a
group decision.

Suarez did all he could to catch
his teammate after Busch took the
lead on Lap 108 of 164, but to no
avail.

“Sometimes, as a driver, you're
on offense, or you are on defense,
and myself, in the second part of
the race, I was most of the time on
offense, and I was just attacking as
hard as I can,” Suarez said. “Many
times, my spotter was telling me
what was going on behind me, and
one or two times I was very, very
close to telling him, ʻHey, I don't
care what's going on behind me—
just tell me what's going on with the
18 (Busch).

“You know, we did a good job. I
feel like we put ourselves in posi-
tion. We just have to put ourselves
in position more often. If this starts
to happen often, we are going to
get one. We just have to keep
working hard, and maybe next time
we can get a little bit more help
from behind. I feel like that was all
it was going to take, just a little bit
more push.”

Busch held a comfortable lead
over Suarez on Lap 154, when
Wallace, running 22nd at the time,
slammed into the Turn 1 wall with
bone-jarring impact.

“No brakes—oh (expletive)!,”
Wallace screamed over his radio
as his car lurched to the left at the
end of the frontstretch, slid through

the grass and smashed into the
SAFER barrier on the passengerʼs
side. A tense minute passed before
Wallace lowered his window net;
he was conscious and able to
move within the car.

Wallace climbed from the crip-
pled car with the aid of safety work-
ers and sat on the asphalt, his back
against the driverʼs door, and
climbed into a waiting ambulance
for a trip to the infield care center.

“Hardest one of my career,” Wal-
lace said of the impact. “I was just
telling them here (in the care cen-
ter) there is no feeling like being
helpless in that situation going off
into Turn 1, and it scared the hell
out of me. I didnʼt know if I was
going to remember if I hit or not, so
we are good.  

“Bit my cheek, banged my foot
off the pedal. Iʼm OK, though. Iʼll
wake up tomorrow and be a little
sore, but the safety has come a
long way. Itʼs good to be able to
climb out of the car. The EMTʼs
were worried that I didnʼt let the
window net down fast enough, and
I was like ʻHell, that was the last
thing I thought about—Iʼm sorry.ʼ  

“Everything was good. They
gave me an ultrasound—no twins
or anything, so Iʼm good.”

NOTES: Busch led a race-high 52
laps… On top of the series stand-
ings, Busch now leads Harvick by
48 points. He also leads Harvick
35-33 in Playoff points… Chase El-
liott picked up his second Playoff
point of the season with a victory in
Stage 1… Harvick win in Stage 2
with his series-best 10th stage vic-
tory of the season… William Byron
posted a career-best sixth-place
finish. With Bowman running fourth
and Elliott seventh, Hendrick Mo-
torsports placed three drivers in the
top 10 in a Cup race for the first
time since last October at Char-
lotte.
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Kyle Busch Charges

From The Back at
Pocono for Sixth Win

of the Season

The #18 JGR crew comes to the pit wall to
celebrate with their driver Kyle Busch after
his victory in the Gander Outdoors 400 at
Pocono Raceway. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY
IMAGES photo)



NEWTON, IA -
How long had it been
since a non-Monster
Energy Cup regular tri-
umphed in three
straight Xfinity Series
races?

Even NASCAR
s t a r - t u r n e d - N B C
Sports Network com-
mentator Dale Earn-
hardt, Jr., didnʼt seem
to know the answer

when asked on-air — and he was
the most recent driver to accom-
plish the feat in 1999.

Until Saturday at Iowa Speed-
way.

Christopher Bell somehow
steered clear of a spate of potential
disasters within the final 15 laps of
the mostly-green U.S. Cellular 250,
wheeling his No. 20 Ruud Toyota to
Victory Lane for the third consecu-
tive time. 

“When itʼs your day, itʼs your
day,” a smiling Bell said as he cel-
ebrated by his car. “Iʼll take
them any way

Whew? Sure.
Wild? Even more so.
“Our Ruud Camry was really, re-

ally good,” Bell said. “Iʼm just thank-
ful we were able to get Ruud in
Victory Lane. This is their first win.
All these Camryʼs are made in

Georgetown, Kentucky here in the
United States, so itʼs special to win
for these guys.”

Bell somehow kept his car intact
after Chase Briscoe spun in front of
him with 14 to go. The 23-year-old
Joe Gibbs racing rookieʼs car sus-
tained some damage, but he man-
aged to maintain the lead after the
restart — until Garrett Smithley
spun out to draw another caution
flag. Then the inexplicable oc-
curred. 

On the following restart, Justin
Allgaier — who won the June race
at Iowa — boldly drove the high
groove to the lead. Bell was shuf-
fled back to fourth during a four-
wide restart that completed one lap
before contact between Matt Tifft
and Max Tullman caused the red
flag to wave.

Bell was momentarily stunned.
Howʼd it happen?

“I donʼt know,” he told NBC
Sports during the red flag. “I really
donʼt know.”

But it would be Allgaier shaking
his head after Bell found a way to
reverse his fortunes on the final
restart. He also said he felt Bell did-
nʼt race him as clean as heʼs ac-
customed to at the end.  “Itʼs just
disappointing to get run over,” said
Allgaier, who settled for second. “I
know that Christopher definitely

had the best car. … Itʼs a good day
at Iowa. 1-2 in the two races here.
I know social mediaʼs going to blow
up. Theyʼre going to hate me for
being mad at Christopher, but it is
what it is.”

Bell said his last-gasp restart
maneuver past Allgaier had been
executed according to plan.

“I mean, I havenʼt seen it so I
donʼt know, but the spotter was
yelling clear and if Iʼm clear then it
was clean,” Bell said.  

Bellʼs third win in as many
weeks shuffled up spots atop the
point standings.

He now leads Elliott Sadler by
16 points, 702 to 686. Cole Custer
— who led 104 laps before car
troubles hit later in the race — is

third with 684 points and Daniel
Hemric ranks fourth, a mere five
points behind Custer, who finished
ninth in Saturdayʼs race.

Kyle Benjamin, Ross Chastain
and John Hunter Nemechek com-
pleted Saturdayʼs top-five.

Sadler, Saturdayʼs pole-sitter,
led most of the first stage and fin-
ished sixth.

Bell led 94 laps and shrugged off
disappointment over a second-
place June finish at Iowa.

Now the former dirt open-wheel
racerʼs accomplished something no
series regular has done in this mil-
lennium.

“Itʼs pretty cool, man,” Bell said.
“Iʼm just kind of speechless. These
races are really hard to win.”
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s Three In a Row for
Christopher Bell

Race winner Christopher Bell celebrates in front of the crowd
watching victory lane at Iowa Speedway. (MATT SULLIVAN/GETTY
IMAGES photo)

Christopher Bell (7) battles Justin Allgaier (7) during the last restart of the race. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



LONG POND, PA
- In his last start of the
season, Kyle Busch
got the NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series victory he cov-
eted most.

Holding off a
charge from Kyle
Busch Motorsports
teammate Erik
Jones—who started

the race in place of ailing Noah
Gragson—Busch, the pole winner,
powered his No. 51 Toyota across
the finish line 1.469 seconds ahead
of Jonesʼ No. 18 to win the Gander
Outdoors 150 at Pocono Raceway.

The number “51” had added sig-
nificance on Saturday. In winning
for the second time in five starts
this season and the second time at
the 2.5-mile “Tricky Triangle,”
Busch collected the 51st NCWTS
victory of his career, tying him for

the all-time series lead with
NASCAR Hall of Famer Ron Hor-
naday Jr.

Buschʼs milestone triumph, how-
ever, was in doubt until the closing
laps. On Lap 52 of 60, Jones
caught Busch in heavy race traffic
and pulled ahead as the trucks
rounded Turn 1 and headed down
the Long Pond straightaway.

But Busch regained the lead
through the Tunnel Turn, powering
to the outside of Jones, whose Tun-
dra was slowed by a lapped truck.
From that point, Busch pulled away
for the victory.

“They (Jones) had a better
truck,” Busch acknowledged. “I

tried and tried to work on this thing
to make it better and probably
made it slower with all the things I
changed on it, rather than making
it faster.

“I knew Erik was going to be fast
in that truck—I knew Noah was

going to be fast in that truck. They
were the ones that we had to beat.
I wish we were a tick faster, but ob-
viously, being a bit slower, we put
on a better show. Erik was able to
run me down, and I did everything
I could to hold him off.”

When Busch did his celebratory
burnout on the front stretch, two
patches of rubber deposited on the
racing surface caught fire.

“I sat in one spot for too long on
the asphalt,” Busch said. “My bad.”

Busch grabbed the lead from
eventual third-place finisher Dalton
Sargeant on Lap 37, with Jones
running third at the time. It took
Jones four more laps to get past
Sargeant, as Busch opened a lead
of more than two seconds. 

But Jones, who won the 2015
series championship in a KBM
truck, ate into the gap steadily and
had his one shot at the win on Lap
52.

“I saw the lapped trucks, and
they gave me the opportunity to get
there,” said Jones, who started
from the rear of the field and “I was
like, ʻThis is going to be my shot,
probably my only shot to get the
lead, and if we can get the lead, I

think we can hold him off.ʼ
“We came within about six

inches of doing it, and I had to kind
of checkup. There were four lapped
trucks. We passed three of them on
the straightaway, and there was
one more in the Tunnel Turn, and I
had to check up on the bottom or
run him over, which I wasnʼt going
to do.

“Kyle was still at my quarter, and
I had to give him space. It was a
close moment. That was our one
shot. I used up a lot of the truck just
to make that one move.”

Stewart Friesen finished fourth,
followed by Justin Haley. Grant En-
finger, Todd Gilliland, Johnny
Sauter, Matt Crafton and Joe Ne-
mechek completed the top 10.

Gragson was suffering from a
stomach virus and wasnʼt cleared
medically to compete after a visit to
the infield care center. But Gragson
will receive a medical waiver from

NASCAR that keeps him eligible to
compete for the series champi-
onship.

With one victory to his credit this
season, Gragson held on to sec-
ond in the standings, 65 points be-
hind Sauter.
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Kyle Busch Charges to
Record-Tying 51st

NCWTS Victory

Kyle Busch makes the burnout an art piece after winning his 51st NASCAR Camping World Truck Series win. Busch held off a charge
from Erik Jones for his win of the Gander Outdoors 150 at Pocono Raceway. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)





NEWTON, IA -
While it has taken
Tyler Ankrum half the
season to really hit his
stride, now that he
has, heʼs nearly un-
beatable.

The San
Bernardino, California
captured his fourth win
of the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series season —
and third straight —
Saturday night in the
Caseyʼs General Store

150 at Iowa Speedway.
The K&N Pro Series East cham-

pionship points leader overcame a
spin in qualifying and led the final
48 laps en route to the victory in the
annual combination race with the
K&N Pro Series West. West points
leaders Derek Thorn and Ryan
Partridge finished second and third,
respectively.

While Ankrum has led the East
points since the third race of the
season, on the strength of six top
five finishes in the first six races,
heʼs really separated himself from
the pack with wins at Connecticutʼs
Thompson Speedway Motorsports
Park, New Hampshire Motor
Speedway, and now, Iowa.

Combined Tyler Dippelʼs sev-
enth-place finish, Ankrum now
leads his DGR-Crosley teammate
by 37 points with four races re-

maining.
“Just to have these runs, itʼs still

overwhelming” said Ankrum, who
qualified fourth but started from the
back after his spin. “Itʼs just awe-
some to come to the racetrack
knowing that you have a shot.”

Dippel won the pole award ear-
lier Saturday and led the first 100
laps. He appeared to be running
away as he searched for his sec-
ond win of the season and more
importantly, to close the points gap
on Ankrum. As the caution flag flew
for the scheduled Lap 100 break,
however, Dippel came to a rest on
the bottom of the track, out of fuel.
He rallied to finish sixth.

Bob Bruncati Racing teammates
of Thorn and Partridge leave Iowa
tied in points atop the West, with
Thorn holding the edge on
tiebreakers by virtue of more wins
(2-1). Combined with Derek
Thornʼs mechanical woes that rele-
gated him to a 20th-place finish, the
top two have opened a 26-point
gap on Kraus with six races left.

Thorn started third and quietly
stayed in the hunt all night long be-
fore climbing to second with a pass
around Ruben Garcia Jr. on a late
restart. The race was a little more
eventful for Partridge, who started
11th. A late race dash through the
field allowed him to crack into the
top three.

Spencer Davis ran as high as

second and as low as 11th, yet was
able to come home with a fourth-
place finish.

Ruben Garcia Jr. was able to put
himself in contention in the late
stages, however, slipped on the
final restart and was forced to set-
tle for fifth.

Dippel, Ryan Vargas, Cole
Rouse, Trevor Huddleston and
Kyle Benjamin complete the top 10.
Benjamin, a NASCAR Next
alum, was making his first series
appearance since winning at South

Carolinaʼs Greenville Pickens
Speedway and had won his last
four K&N Pro Series East starts.

The Caseyʼs General Store 150
will air on Thursday, August 2 at 6
p.m. ET on NBCSN.

The K&N Pro Series East will be
right back in action next week for
the Great Outdoors RV 100 at
Watkins Glen International. The
K&N Pro Series West will take a
few weeks off before returning to
the track on August 11 for the
NAPA 175 at Evergreen Speedway.
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W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - Richard
Childress Racing driv-
ers Austin and Ty Dil-
lon have launched an
auction of auto-
graphed memorabilia
and other items to
benefit the Childress
Institute for Pediatric
Trauma, courtesy of

The NASCAR Foundation and Fa-
natics Auctions at http://bit.ly/Dil-
lonBrosAuction.  Items include an
autographed guitar, VIP suite
passes, an autographed rod and
piston from a race-winning Austin
Dillon ECR engine, a Grizzly
Cooler and a Bass Pro Shops
kayak. Additional items will be
added throughout the week, and

the auction will end at 8 p.m. ET on
Sunday, August 5.

The 4th Annual Dillon Brothers
3-on-3 Celebrity Basketball Tour-
nament presented by The Dow
Chemical Company will be held at
Catawba College in Salisbury,
N.C., on Wednesday, August 1.
General admission and parking for
the event are free. Concessions will
be available for purchase.

• WHO: Austin and Ty Dillon will
host the public event

• WHEN: Wednesday, August 1,
2018, 2-7 p.m.

• WHERE: Catawba College,
Goodman Gymnasium, 2254 Yost
St., Salisbury, N.C. 28144

Expected celebrity team cap-
tains and players along with their
designated teams include:

• Austin Dillon, NASCAR driver
(Dow)

• Ty Dillon, NASCAR driver
(Bass Pro Shops)

• Gary Barnidge, NFL player
(Chevrolet)

• Chase Briscoe, NASCAR
driver (NASCAR)

• Charles Johnson, NFL player
(AAA)

• Daniel Hemric, NASCAR driver
(South Point Hotel and Casino)

• Mani Love, Basketball player
(FOX)

• Joey Logano, NASCAR driver
(Joey Logano Foundation)

• Kevin Harvick, NASCAR driver
(Kevin Harvick Foundation)

• Brad Miller, former NBA player
(Andy's Frozen Custard)

• Ryan Truex, NASCAR driver
(Kaulig Racing/LeafFilter)

• Ricky Stenhouse, Jr., NASCAR
driver (Cometic/Klotz)

• Bubba Wallace, NASCAR
driver (Coca-Cola)

• DeAngelo Williams, NFL player
(American Ethanol)

• Denny Hamlin, NASCAR driver

(Denny Hamlin Foundation)
• Noah Cutler, 13-year-old Bas-

ketball phenom
The free public event is made

possible by Dow and other spon-
sors, including: AAA, American
Ethanol, Andy's Frozen Custard,
Bass Pro Shops, Cabela's, Cater-
pillar, Chevrolet, Coca-Cola,
Cometic Gaskets, The Denny
Hamlin Foundation, ECR Engines,
Fairway, Hayes Jewelers, Holiday
Inn Express at the Vineyard, The
Joey Logano Foundation, Kaulig
Racing, The Kevin Harvick Foun-
dation, Klotz Synthetic Lubricants,
LeafFilter, NASCAR, NASCAR
Race Hub/FOX, Pit Stops for Hope,
RCR, RCR Graphics, Smokey
Mountain Herbal Snuff, South Point
Hotel & Casino, Sparco, Tijuana
Flats, UNOH and Wake Forest
Baptist Health.

For more information and tour-
nament updates please visit
https://saveinjuredkids.org/basket-
ball/, or at www.facebook.com/Chil-
dressPediatricTrauma/ or Twitter
@injuredkids.
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Austin and Ty Dillon An-
nounce Auction and

Celebrity Players for Char-
ity Basketball Tournament

Tyler Ankrum returned to Victory Lane for the third straight race.
(Nigel Kinrade Photography photo)



OXFORD, ME -
Curtis Gerry of Water-
boro continued his re-
cent dominance of
Oxford Plains Speed-
way Pro All Stars Se-
ries North competition,
outrunning Cassius
Clark of Farmington
and the rest of a 35-
car starting field to

claim victory in Sunday's 150-lap
Super Late Model feature race.

For Gerry it was a fourth con-
secutive victory in Pro All Stars Se-
ries North competition at Oxford
Plains Speedway, a streak that
began with the 44th Annual Oxford
250 last August. It was also a se-
ries-best fifth PASS North victory of
the season, including a 200-lap
score at Scarborough's Beech
Ridge Motor Speedway.

Gerry started the race from 11th
position and methodically raced his
way into contention while Cassius
Clark set a blistering early pace
aboard Rollie MacDonald's King
Racing ride. Gerry made the most
of a couple of late-race restarts to
outgun Clark in the late going.
Clark crossed the finish line in sec-
ond position, about a second-and-
a-half in front of Manchester's Reid
Lanpher. 

Current PASS North Super Late
Model championship points leader
DJ Shaw of Center Conway, New
Hampshire was fourth, followed by
Travis Benjamin of Belfast. Ben-
jamin, who needed a provisional
starting position to claim a spot on
the starting grid, lined up for the ini-
tial green flag in 31st position.

Windham's Brandon Barker had
a strong run, resulting in a sixth-
place finish. Kelly Moore was sev-
enth after starting 29th. Ellsworth
native Wyatt Alexander, West-
brook's John Peters and Ryan
Robbins of Dixfield filled out the top
ten.

Both of the top-two Super Late
Model finishers, already assured of
Oxford 250 starting positions,
opted for the October Richmond
provisional starting spots.

Adam Gray of Belchertown,
Massachusetts posted a career-
first PASS Mods victory, acing the
40-lap test in just his third start on
the open-wheel touring series.

Gray had to hold off another
racer gunning for his first PASS

Mods score, Freeport's Jariet Har-
rison, who earned second-place
honors while holding off two-time
2018 Mods winner Gary Shackford
of Center Conway, New Hamp-
shire. 

North Yarmouth Mods rookie
Mark Napolitano took a turn at
leading the race and nailed down a
career-best fourth-place finish.
Bruce Helmuth of Wales nursed his
somewhat-crippled mount to yet
another top-five performance.

Kyle Hewins of Leeds took over
the Bandits division ride driven to
victory on the previous night by his
older brother, Kurt, and completed
the weekend family sweep in Sun-
day's 25-lapper, the first round of
this year's Bandits Triple Crown
Series.

Mike McKinney pressured the
winner throughout the extra-dis-
tance test for the four-cylinder Bud-
weiser Championship Series class,
claiming hard-earned runner-up
honors in front of former division
champion Shaun Hinkley of Oxford.
Buckfield's Chad Wills and Eric
Parlin of Mechanic Falls rounded
out the top five.

South Boston PASS
South Event Becomes
“Roads To Oxford &
Richmond” Qualifier
CHARLOTTE, NC - Officials

with the Pro All Stars Series an-
nounced today that the PASS
South Super Late Model event
scheduled for Saturday night, Au-
gust 11 at Virginiaʼs South Boston
Speedway will now be the final
“Roads To Oxford & Richmond”
qualifier of the year.  Several teams
have expressed interest in having
the choice to get a guaranteed
starting spot for the 45th Annual
Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway on Sunday, August 26
or the inaugural PASS Common-
wealth Classic at Richmond Race-
way in October.  The 150-lap event
at South Boston Speedway is the
only date left available to give
teams the option to choose be-
tween the Oxford 250 or the Com-
monwealth Classic at Richmond.
The top five finishers at South
Boston Speedway on August 11 will
be locked into the Oxford 250 or at
Richmond.

The 45th Annual Oxford 250 at
Oxford Plains Speedway will be on
Sunday, August 26, giving racers

the chance to win up to $50,000.
The inaugural PASS Common-
wealth Classic at Richmond Race-
way will be on Saturday, October
20 and will pay $10,000 to the
Super Late Model winner.  Tour-
Type Modifieds, Late Model
Stocks, Limited Late Models, and
Street Stocks will also be in action
as part of the most anticipated new
event in short track racing.  

As for the fate of the 12th Annual
Orange Blossom Special at Orange
County Speedway that was post-
poned last weekend due to the
possibility of severe weather, a de-
cision on a new date is still pend-
ing.  Officials for both PASS and
Orange County Speedway are dis-
cussing a new date for later this fall,
but there are very few dates avail-
able that do not compete with pre-
viously scheduled events at other
tracks or with other series.  A final
decision regarding Orange County
Speedway will be announced soon
at ProAllStarsSeries.com and on
the PASS social media pages.
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Curtis Gerry Tunes Up for
Oxford 250 Title Defense
with 150-lap PASS Series

Triumph at OPS

Curtis Gerry celebrates his fifth PASS North win of the season in
victory lane at Oxford Plains Speedway. (Norm Marx photo)



Zane Smith won
Friday's rain-short-
ened ModSpace 150
for the ARCA Racing
Series presented by
Menards at Pocono
Raceway. Smith led
an MDM Motorsports
sweep of the top four
positions in his No. 41
Toyota. It was his
fourth ARCA Racing
Series win of the sea-

son.
Smith took the lead when Todd

Gilliland pitted under caution on lap
14, and with the exception of lap
28, when his teammate Sheldon
Creed nipped him at the line, he led
the rest of the way.

For most of the final 12-lap
green flag dash to the checkered,
Smith held a half-second to a one-
second advantage over Creed's
No. 28 Toyota. On lap 28, Smith
drifted high in turn three allowing
Creed to close the gap. The two
raced side-by-side down the
frontstretch, with Smith forcing
Creed below the white line at pit
exit. Neither driver had a solid ap-
proach to turn one, and Creed's car

wiggled underneath of Smith and
they touched; Smith continued on
while Creed slapped the outside
wall.

"I totally drove him down the
track," Smith said with a smile. "I
knew we were racing to lap 31 and
I had just slipped up out of the
groove around a lapper and gave
up a huge lead. I didn't want him to
get by at all because that would
have been the race right there. He
did a nice job holding on to it to give
MDM a top four sweep."

Creed locked up the General
Tire Superspeedway Challenge
championship with his second-
place finish. For the current series
championship leader, there was no
disappointment in coming home
second; instead, he was excited at
the save he made in turn one.

"I hope they have a good shot of
that save," Creed said. "I absolutely
pounded the wall. I thought we
were both going to get taken out. If
they were right up on us, there's no
way we would have finished 1-2. I
saw him slide up the track and I
knew it was my only chance. We
went down into one and started
getting sideways. It was crazy."

Chase Purdy finished third, Har-
rison Burton was fourth, and Riley
Herbst rounded out the top five.

Creed maintains the unofficial
series points lead with 3535 points
over Smith who is second at 3375,
Herbst is third at 3125, Purdy fourth
at 3050 and Travis Braden, driver
of the No 27 Ford is fifth at 2995.

There were three cautions for 15
laps during the event, the first for
General Tire Pole winner Gus
Dean who spun off turn two on lap
9. Dean, the winner of the last se-
ries event at Elko, would retire his
No. 32 Chevrolet due to another in-
cident a few laps later. The second
yellow of the day waved on the
restart when Joe Graf, Jr. pounded
the turn two wall in the No. 77 Big
Tine Ford. Graf was evaluated and

released from the infield care cen-
ter. The final yellow waved on lap
31 for rain, which eventually ended
the race.

The race, shortened to 33 of 60
laps, took 43 minutes, 58.23 sec-
onds. Smith averaged 112.585
miles per hour. There were four
lead changes among three drivers.

Next up for the ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards is the
Allen Crowe 100 at the Illinois State
Fairgrounds in Springfield, Illinois.
The green flag will fly on round 15
of the 2018 ARCA season at 1:30
pm CT. The race will be shown live
on MAVTV while ARCARacing.com
will have live timing, scoring, track
updates, and scanner audio for
registered users during all on-track
sessions.

MOORESVILLE,
NC - A large contin-
gent of race fans know
Hickory Motor Speed-
way has launched the
careers of multiple
NASCAR champions
and even their crew
chiefs and mechanics.
Few realized Hickory
Motor Speedway was
the stomping ground
for years of Dr. Jerry

Punch, a beloved analyst and pit
reporter for ESPN's motorsports
coverage since 1984.

Punch will be returning to Hick-
ory for the Throwback 276 as part
of a legendary group of personali-
ties who will be available to greet
fans during a 6pm on-track fan fest
and autograph session. He will be
joining Bobby and Donnie Allison,
Hut Stricklin, Robert Pressley, Hut
Stricklin, multi-time NASCAR Truck
Series Champion Ron Hornaday,
Jr., and former Punch colleague at

ESPN and two-time NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series Champion Randy LaJoie.

"My grandfather worked the
fourth-turn gate, and my grand-
mother would make pimiento sand-
wiches," Punch told the Hickory
Daily Record in a 2011 feature arti-
cle. "I watched Richard and Lee
Petty race there. That was special
for so many years, watching leg-
ends race. I saw Sam Ard, Butch
Lindley, so many great drivers,
Harry Gant."

A fact known by few fans, Punch
at one time was a racer at the
famed .363-mile oval and other
area tracks. Once things intensified
during his medical school years, he
gave up the helmet and soon
picked up a microphone. His first
big-league broadcast came in 1980
for the Motor Racing Network, and
he joined fledgling upstart ESPN
fulltime in 1984 as they used mo-
torsports to help grow the new
company. 

Punch continued to be a house-

hold name and grew to be loved by
race fans as well as college football
diehards once he also joined
ESPN's college football telecasts
as a sideline reporter. Although he
has scaled back some of his na-
tional-level broadcasts, he is still
actively involved with various re-
gional and local broadcast groups,
enjoys an active speaking career,
and has continued his relationship
with ESPN up until the present-day.
Recently, Dr. Punch worked the pits
for the 2018 Indianapolis 500 as
part of ABC/ESPN's coverage of
the iconic event.

"We're honored to have Dr.
Punch join us for the Throwback
276," said Chris Ragle, Director of
Operations for the CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour. "Sometimes
we all focus on drivers and crew
chiefs, but media members like Dr.
Punch are just as important to the
history of the sport and, in some
cases, have helped to shape it
more than the personalities behind
the wheels and wrenches. The gra-
ciousness of legends like Dr. Punch
to join us at this event once again
showcases the importance of short
track racing to this sport at all lev-
els."

Discounted advance tickets for
the Throwback 276 weekend are
available through the series web-
site at CARSRacingTour.com. Sin-
gle and two-day tickets are
available, plus the Throwback 276
Mega Pack which includes pit
passes, grandstand admission, a t-
shirt, hat and commemorative
poster. 

Displaced fans unable to make
the event in person can catch every
lap of the action LIVE at www.cars-
tour.tv in a TV-style, multi-camera
broadcast produced by series part-
ner Pit Row Media. A tape-delayed,
condensed version of the late
model stock race will also air in
September as part of Suzuki pres-
ents SPEED SPORT on MAVTV. 

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
www.carsracingtour.com. Fresh
content and updates can also be
found on the series Facebook page
(@carstour), Twitter (@carstour),
Instagram (@cars_tour), Snapchat
(@carstour) and Youtube channel
(/carstour). The series Roku app is
also available for installation to see
live and on-demand events by fol-
lowing the instructions available at
www.carstour.tv.

CA
RS

 T
ou

r Another Legend Returns to
Hickory for CARS Tour

Throwback 276

AR
CA

 Ra
cin

g Zane Smith Wins
Rain-Shortened ModSpace

150 at Pocono

Zane Smith celebrates in a dry make-shift victory lane after win-
ning the rain-shortened ModSpace 150. (arcaracing.com photo)



WEEDSPORT, NY
- Brent Marks led all
35 laps en route to his
second career World
of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series Fea-
ture at Weedsport
Speedway. Despite
Marks lapping up to
eighth in the non-stop
Feature, it was far

from easy as he fended off Sheldon
Haudenschild and Jacob Allen who
completed the podium.

Brent Marks won the Sears
Craftsman Dash, earning the pole
for the 35-lap event along with fel-
low Pennsylvania native Jacob
Allen. Marks got the jump on the
opening lap and paced the field
down the backstretch as Allen
fended off New York native Chuck
Hebing, who had a 360ci engine
under the hood, for second.

Marks reached lapped traffic
within five laps around the slicked
off 3/8th oval. Allen, in search of his
first career Outlaw victory, closed in
on Marks through the middle of the
racing surface with 10 laps com-
plete.

As lapped traffic intensified,
Sheldon Haudenschild got around
Hebing for third on Lap 12 and set
his sights on the lead duo. Marks
and Allen continued to negotiate
traffic efficiently as Haudenschild
attempted to close in.

By Lap 20, Marks was held up
behind a pair of lapped cars racing
for position allowing Allen and Hau-
denschild to close in.

Lap 23 had the Weedsport
Speedway crowd on their feet, with
Haudenschild pounding the cush-
ion, Allen glued to the bottom and
Marks trying to navigate traffic.
Haudenschild got around Allen on
Lap 24 on the cushion and chased
Marks down the backstretch. Hau-
denschild ducked low in turn three
and four, searching for a way by
Marks, who stayed committed to
the top. Marks powered his way
around the Stenhouse Jr.-Marshall
No.17 to remain out front.

Marks continued to lead and re-
mained aggressive through traffic.
Sheldon remained within striking
distance, but Marks was flawless
through traffic, collecting his sec-
ond career victory.

“That was a lot of fun with the
track being so technical, getting

through turn one and two was so
tricky. I canʼt thank everyone who
helps out with this team enough.
Last time we were in Victory Lane it
was just me and Jesse and now
weʼve added Dallas. This is his first
Outlaw win, so thatʼs pretty special
for him,” a jubilated Marks said.  

“Weʼve been working hard this
year and passing all the cars we
have this year, it really helps in
lapped traffic. I canʼt believe Iʼm a
two-time World of Outlaws winner,”
Marks added with excitement.

Haudenschild was pleased with
his second and talked about his at-
tempt for the lead, “I got a run but I
was so low on the backstretch, I
couldnʼt really do much into turn
three.” 

"I kind of had to regroup after I
hit the wall in turn one. This Sten-
house Jr.-Marshall team has
worked hard and weʼve got a lot of
big races coming up that weʼre
looking forward to,” the 2017 World
of Outlaws Rookie of the Year
added.

Jacob Allen had high praise for
his fellow statesman. “Brent was
really good in traffic, he raced hard
and ran good laps. This track is re-
ally slick and unique. Iʼm really
happy with the night, but obviously
Iʼm still looking for that first win,”
Allen added with a smile.

Brad Sweet finished fourth with
David Gravel completing the top
five.

Donny Schatz crashed in Quali-
fying, forcing him to start last in his

Heat Race. The nine-time Series
Champion and Series Points
Leader started 15th in the Feature
and picked up KSE Hard Charger
honors finishing sixth. Chuck
Hebing finished an impressive sev-
enth with his 360 motor and Ian
Madsen was the last car on the
lead lap in eighth.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series returns to action
next weekend with double Ironman
55 Features at Federated Auto
Parts Raceway at I-55. Both Friday
and Saturday at Pevely will pay
$20,000 to win and $1000 just to
take the Green. The Greatest Show
on Dirt will return to the Empire
State on October 6 to Fulton
Speedway as a part of NAPA Super
DIRT Week.

David Gravel Tames
Ransomville for Fifth

Victory of 2018
RANSOMVILLE, NY - David

Gravel fought off multiple charges
from Brad Sweet to lead all 30 laps

and claim his fifth win of the 2018
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series 40th Anniversary Sea-
son at Ransomville Speedway.
Sweet took the lead on two occa-
sions but settled for second for the
second consecutive year at Ran-
somville. Polesitter Donny Schatz
completed the podium.

Donny Schatz won the Sears
Craftsman Dash, earning the pole
for the 30 Lap Feature, in search of
his 16th victory of the year.

Action was halted on the open-
ing lap after Paulie Colagiovanni
went for a wild ride up and over the
turn three and four wall. Colagio-
vanni was uninjured and walked
away from the incident under his
own power to a large roar from the
massive Ransomville Speedway
crowd.

David Gravel powered around
Donny Schatz to pace the field
down the backstretch and lead the
opening lap. Brad Sweet went
around Schatz to take second on
Lap 3.

Another Red Flag halted action
as Daryn Pittman got upside down
battling for position inside the top
ten on Lap 4. Pittman walked away
from the incident under his own
power.

A long stretch of Green Flag laps
allowed Gravel and Sweet to reach
heavy lapped traffic. The duo sliced
and diced through slower cars lit-
tered around the 3/8th mile. Sweet
cleared Gravel with a slide job on
Lap 10, but Gravel turned back un-
derneath to edge Sweet at the line.

As the duo continued to navigate
traffic, Sweet edged in front of
Gravel once again down the back-
stretch on Lap 17, but once again
Gravel willed his CJB Motorsports
No.5 back in front at the stripe.

One lap later the final caution of
the night flew for an ailing Dan Ben-
nett, taking the leaders out of traffic 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Brent Marks Gets
Second Career Outlaw

Victory in Non-Stop
Weedsport Feature

Davis Gravel is all smiles after leading all 30 laps to win at Ran-
somville Speedway, his 5th victory of the season. (Dave Biro/WoO
photo)

Brent Marks led all 35 laps to win at Weedsport Speedway. (Paul
Arch photo)



Continued…

with 12 laps remain-
ing. Gravel motored
away with a clear track
in front of him.

Gravel would be
forced to clear a pair
of lapped cars running
side-by-side and he
did so with relative
ease, axing any
chance of late race
heroics from Sweet.

“I was being a little
cautious, I blew a tire
here last year and I
didnʼt want to do that
again this year. When

Brad showed his nose, I knew I had
to step up my game and luckily, I
was able to get back by him,”
Gravel said in Victory Lane.

“Weʼve been fast here the past
couple of weeks, itʼs good to get
another win. This is our first win in
a CJB house car, Barry [Jackson]
has put a lot of hours in to make
these things go fast,” Gravel
added.

Sweet settled for second and
complimented Gravel. “David did a
nice job getting through traffic, es-
pecially with the lapped cars bat-
tling side-by-side. I think we were
pretty equal with him, my guys
gave me a great car,” Sweet said
next to his Kasey Kahne Racing
No.49.

After starting on the pole, Schatz
was disappointed to fade to third,
but made no excuses. “We werenʼt
good enough to compete for the
win, you lick your wounds some
days and come back stronger,”
Schatz said before thanking his
crew for their continued effort.

Kraig Kinser had a season-best
fourth place finish with Logan
Schuchart completing the top five.

Inaugural World of
Outlaws Visit to
Airborne Park

Speedway Canceled
Due to Rain

PLATTSBURGH, NY - The
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series and Airborne Park
Speedway officials have made the
decision to cancel The Greatest
Show on Dirt's inaugural visit to the
Plattsburgh facility, scheduled for
Wednesday, July 25, 2018. The
massive storm ready to hit the
northeast has set its sights on Air-
borne Park Speedway and in the
best interest of fans, drivers and
teams, the decision was made to
cancel the event before they ar-
rived at the facility.

There is no makeup date at this
time. Officials have already dis-
cussed 2019 dates for the World of
Outlaws and Airborne Park Speed-
way. Those that purchased tickets
for the event will automatically re-
ceive an account credit to
their www.mydirttickets.com ac-
count, this credit can be used to
any event on www.worldofout-
laws.com/tickets for up to 2 years.
If a refund is preferred, ticket pur-
chasers have until September
4, 2018 to request such and can
call 844-DIRT-TIX to request a re-
fund.

One of the events that the credit
can be used for is during NAPA
Auto Parts Super DIRT Week
when The Greatest Show on
Dirt returns to Fulton Speedway on
Saturday, October 6.

Tickets Now Available
for 65th Annual Gold

Cup Race of
Champions 

CHICO, CA - A pair of racing cel-
ebrations soon come to life with the
70th Anniversary of Silver Dollar
Speedway. The historical track will
host the 65th Annual Gold Cup
Race of Champions on September
5th - 8th of 2018. A gigantic 70/65
party is planned at the Silver Dollar
Fairgrounds.

Plenty of tickets and camping
are still available. Reserved seats
and camping are available until the
race is held. Currently only four-day
packages are available, and camp-
ing is only reserved for the entire
week. All other camping options are
on a first come basis. Individual day
reserved tickets will go on sale Au-
gust 15th.

You must call the office at 530-
350-7275 to order reserved seat-
ing. Reserve tickets are not
available for purchase online. Gen-
eral admission tickets, which cover
seating in rows A thru I in the south
(turn-1) and north (turn-4) in the
bleachers, are on a first come
basis, and can be purchased in ad-
vance by phone or online. All re-
served and general admission
tickets will also be available at the
gate each night starting at 5pm and
from 9am to 4pm daily in the ticket
office the week of Gold Cup. For
pricing, please refer to silverdollar-
speedway.com.

We are also offering General Ad-
mission Gold Cup tickets for the
fifth year. Specially priced chil-
drenʼs tickets will be available in the
general admission areas, and kids
are free on Wednesday and Thurs-
day nights. Both the 4-day re-
served, and 4-day general

admission tickets are still available.
Just a quick reminder to fill out

your 2019 Gold Cup Reservation
Form prior to our October
8th Columbus Day saleand submit
it to our office. You are also eligible
to renew your existing 4-Day pack-
age for 2019, but a form is still re-
quired for renewal and must be
received by Friday, October 5th,
2018. The generic form is now on-
line on the track website and will be
available at the track during the
week of the Gold Cup Race.

The Gold Cup features 4 full
nights of racing featuring the Civil
War Sprints and Hunt Magneto
Wingless series on Wednesday fol-
lowed by the USAC/CRA show on
Thursday with the all new 360 Plat-
inum Cup added this year. Friday
and Saturday the barnstorming
World of Outlaws hit the ¼-mile
clay oval this year joined by the
NorCal Dwarf cars. Details are
available at 530-350-7275 or at sil-
verdollarspeedway.com.

World of Outlaws Will
Conclude Month of
Money at Knoxville

Nationals
CONCORD, NC - The summer

is rapidly passing, which means
only one thing, itʼs almost time for
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series to head to Iowa
for the biggest Sprint Car race in
the world – the 5-HOUR ENERGY
Knoxville Nationals presented by
Caseyʼs General Store, August 8th-
11th at Knoxville Raceway.

In two weeks, everybody who is
anybody in open-wheel racing will
converge at the Sprint Car Capital
of the World, Knoxville Raceway.
With already over 80 pre-entries
from four different countries, a
triple-digit car count can be ex-
pected once again for the Nation-
als.

Included in those pre-entries are
NASCAR stars and World of Out-
laws car owners Kasey Kahne and
Kyle Larson. Larson finished sec-
ond last year behind nine-time Se-
ries Champion Donny Schatz, as
the Fargo, ND native collected his
10th Knoxville Nationals win. Both
Kahne and Larson
are slated to qualify
on Wednesday.

As always at the
Knoxville Nationals,
the on-track action is
just part of what
makes the event one
of a kind.

Motor Racing Net-
workʼs Winged Na-
tion will be live under

the grandstands all four nights be-
fore the racing gets underway. The
Kids Zone will open each afternoon
at 3pm and will feature a Caseyʼs
General Stores pizza party, a Kone
Korner ice cream party and face
painting Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday respectively. Friday will be
packed with the inaugural 4.10-mile
dash at 9am and then the Steve
King Foundation Cornhole Tourna-
ment at noon.

Friday morning will also see a
live auction benefitting Bobbi and
Jaxx Johnson in Dyer Hudson Hall
from 9am-12pm.

A full list of activities can be
found here: www.knoxvillerace-
way.com/Event/knoxville-nationals

On track, Donny Schatz remains
the man to beat. The nine-time
World of Outlaws Champion has
won 10 of the last 12 Nationals and
hasnʼt finished worse than second
since 2004. Schatz leads the World
of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car
Series Point Standings with 15
wins, as he seeks his 10th Series
Championship.

The man to beat at Knoxville is
no doubt Schatz, but that doesnʼt
mean other parties donʼt have con-
fidence. Last year, David Gravel
scored the first “Perfect 500” on a
Qualifying Night in over 25 years
and led the first 22 laps of the finale
before retiring due to motor trouble.
Gravel also passed Schatz to win
the second night of the Brownells
Big Guns Bash at Knoxville back in
June. Gravel is hungry to dethrone
Schatz and has shown the speed
at the Marion County Fairgrounds
to do so.

Kyle Larson, Brad Sweet and
Brian Brown have also shown the
speed at Knoxville to be considered
threats to win. Every year, thereʼs
always a surprise or two up front on
Saturday, and at Knoxville, you
never know whatʼs going to hap-
pen.

If you are a Sprint Car fan,
thereʼs only one place to be the
second week of August, and itʼs
Knoxville, Iowa.

Tickets are going fast, so be
sure to reserve your seat
today: https://knoxvilleraceway.tick-
etforce.com.
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FAIRBURY, IL -
The World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series head-
lined one of the most
prestigious races in
the country on Friday
and Saturday
night: the 29th annual
Prairie Dirt Classic
presented by Bank of
Pontiac. The fast
quarter-mile of Fair-

bury American Legion Speedway,
located northeast of Bloomington in
Fairbury, IL, served as host to the
100-lap Feature, paying $30,000 to
win. Fans cheered as a rising star
emerged victorious with the biggest
win of his career. 2017 World of
Outlaws Rookie of the Year Devin
Moran passed defending Series
Champion and defending Prairie
Dirt Classic winner Brandon Shep-
pard for the final time with 21 laps
to go to secure the big payday.  

“Once we moved up to the top, I
really found something there, and
the car was just so phenomenal.
Itʼs incredible what we can do with
such a little team that we have.
Everyone on this team has come
together, and to be able to do what
weʼre doing is so unbelievable,” the
23-year-old stated standing next to
his #9 Tommy Pope Construction /
Rocket XR1 Chassis / Clements
Racing Engines entry. “Itʼs by far
the biggest one. This tops them all.
Itʼs just incredible what weʼve done,
and I canʼt thank God enough for
blessing us with the capabilities to
come out here and race, let alone
win,” added the Dresden, OH
driver, who garnered a total of
$33,200 for his efforts.

Chris Simpson and Sheppard
would bring the star-studded 29-car
field to the green flag to begin the
century grind. Simpson would race
out to the lead early while the rest
of the field settled in behind him.
After following Simpson around the
fast quarter-mile, Sheppard made
his move to take over the top spot,
and he brought with him Chris
Madden, who started fifth, and
Moran, who started third. The
trio then pulled away from the rest
of the pack with Moran getting by
Madden for second. On lap 42,
Moran took the lead for the first
time and led the field to the halfway
point.

Madden slipped past Sheppard
for second and began to challenge

Moran for the race lead. Sheppard
regained the runner-up spot and
quickly caught Moran, who was
mired in traffic. On the final restart
after a caution —of which there
were many — coming on lap 69,
Sheppard immediately began pres-
suring the race leader. On lap 72,
Sheppard stole the lead away only
to lose it a lap later. 

Sheppard tried one more time
on lap 78 and again was scored as
the leader only to again lose it right
back the very next lap to Moran for
what turned out to be the final time.
Moran put plenty of real estate and
lapped traffic between he and
Sheppard to seal the victory, the
biggest of his career.

“Man, I got nervous there on that
last restart. Every time we
restarted, that top just kept getting
faster and faster. I could tell why
once we moved up there, and it
was way better for us. (Crew Chief
and brother) Wylie (Moran) just
kept pulling the sticks apart, so I
just kept running up high, and it
worked out for us,” explained the
Buckeye State driver. “This is so
cool. We just kept fine tuning little
things all weekend long, and it was
just really good. When we can do
that, Iʼm happy,” Moran ended.

Current points leader Mike Mar-
lar, who started 15th, passed Shep-
pard with two laps to go to claim the
runner-up position. “We had a re-
ally good race car, and it was a re-
ally good race track tonight. It was
so congested early, but once it
cleared out, I was able to get to the
front," stated the 40-year-old driver
who was able to gain some points
to add to his lead in the standings
in his #157 Delk Equipment Sales /
Rocket XR1 Chassis / Cornett Rac-
ing Engines machine.

“Also, congratulations to Devin
(Moran) and his team. Heʼs been
doing an awesome job, and Iʼm real
proud of him. If we wouldʼve had a
caution there we mightʼve had a
shot, but we had to really work to
get by Brandon (Sheppard) for sec-
ond, so weʼll take it, and we know
we did the best we can,” added the
Winfield, TN pilot. 

Rounding out the podium was
Sheppard, who led on four different
occasions for 25 total laps before
finishing in third in his #1 Seubert
Calf Ranches / Rocket XR1 Chas-
sis / Durham Racing Engines entry.
“We were really good the whole
race, but Devin (Moran) was just a

little bit better tonight. I got a little
bit free when we got to the lapped
traffic, and thatʼs where we needed
to be a bit better,” explained the 25-
year-old from New Berlin, IL. “Itʼs
typical Fairbury, though. Thereʼs
three grooves of racing and when
you get to them theyʼre all over the
place and theyʼre fighting for posi-
tion too. Weʼre thankful to be in the
top three though,” Sheppard re-
marked. 

Madden finish in the fourth posi-
tion ahead of Billy Drake, who com-
pleted the top five with a World of
Outlaws career-high finish of fifth.
Three-time Prairie Dirt Classic win-
ner Shannon Babb was sixth, and
2018 DIRTcar Summer Nationals
Hell Tour Champion Brian Shirley
was seventh. 2017 FALS Super
Late Model Track Champion Ryan
Unzicker was eighth, while another
former Prairie Dirt Classic winner,
Dennis Erb Jr., from 20th, and 2015
Series Champion Shane Clanton,
from 23rd, rounded out the top 10.
Four-time Track Champion and
current points leader Kevin Weaver
earned the KSE Hard-Charger
Award with his 25th- to 11th-place
run.

Three-time Series Champion Billy
Moyer and Tyler Erb won the Last
Chance Showdowns. Pierce picked
up an amazing last-race victory in
the Prairie Dirt Shootout, from 16th,
and chose to exchange the $2,000
payday for the 27th starting spot in
the main event.

Simpson, Sheppard,
Moran & Babb Grab
Showdown Qualifier

Feature Wins at Prairie
Dirt Classic

FAIRBURY, IL - The World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series traveled to Fairbury Ameri-
can Legion Speedway (FALS) for
the 29th annual Prairie Dirt Classic

(PDC) presented by Bank of Pon-
tiac. Racing action kicked off on Fri-
day, July 27 with four 25-lap World
of Outlaws Showdown Qualifier
Features paying $2,500 to win and
$200 to start apiece, setting part of
the field for Saturdayʼs 100-lap,
$30,000-to-win main event of the
weekend. 

The 61 teams on the property,
the highest car count of the sea-
son, were split into four Showdown
Qualifier Features based on quali-
fying times, with the top four finish-
ers in each race transferring to the
100-lap headliner on Saturday, July
28, while the top two from each go
to the redraw on Saturday for their
starting positions in the first four
rows of the PDC. Chris Simpson,
defending Series Champion Bran-
don Sheppard, reigning Rookie of
the Year Devin Moran, and three-
time PDC winner Shannon Babb all
collected $2,500 apiece for winning
their respective Showdowns. 

In the Dyers Top Roads Show-
down Qualifier Feature #1, PFC
Brakes Fast Qualifier (13.188)
Bobby Pierce and Chris Simpson
brought the field down to the green
flag. The 34-year-old Simpson
jumped out to the early race lead
and the Oxford, IA driver paced the
field the rest of the way in his #32
Cheap Cars / Longhorn Chassis /
Durham Racing Engines machine
to score the win. Kyle Bronson fin-
ished second to make it into the
Redraw, while former PDC winner
(2004) Don OʼNeal, who started
11th, and Paul Parker, who started
14th, completed the transfer cars.
Another former PDC winner (2003)
was on the outside looking in as he
finished fifth, the first spot out of a
transfer position. 

The Pontiac RV Showdown
Qualifier Feature #2 was next as
current points leader Mike Marlar
and second in points Chris Madden
started on the front row. Marlar led 

(Continued Next Page)
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$30,000 for Winning 29th
Annual Prairie Dirt Classic

Devin Moran raced his way to victory lane for the 29th Annual
Prairie Dirt Classic at Fairbury American Legion Speedway. (Paul
Arch photo)



Continued…

the way for the first 15
laps until defending
Series Champion and
defending PDC winner
Brandon Sheppard
slid past. From there,
it was all Sheppard as
the 25-year-old driver
of the Seubert Calf
Ranches / Rocket
XR1 Chassis /
Durham Racing En-
gines ride from New
Berlin, IL drove away
to the victory. Madden
finished second to get
into the Redraw, while

Billy Drake, who started ninth, and
Marlar completed the transfer posi-
tions. Jimmy Owens completed the
top five. 

2017 Rookie of the Year Devin
Moran and Scott Schmitt, who is
third in weekly DIRTcar Super Late
Model points at FALS led the field
to the green flag for the FK Rod
Ends Showdown Qualifier Feature
#3. The 23-year-old Moran shot out
into the lead from the drop of the
green and the Dresden, OH pilot in
his #9 Tommy Pope Construction
machine never looked back en
route to the checkered flag. De-
fending FALS Track Champion,
Ryan Unzicker finished in second
to earn himself a spot in the Re-
draw while 2011 Series Champion,
Rick Eckert and Michael Kloos,
who was involved in a first lap inci-
dent and clawed his way back to-
wards the front, completed the
transfer cars. Tyler Erb completed
the top five finishers. 

The final race of the night would
be the Summit Racing Equipment
Showdown Qualifier Feature #4,
2015 PDC winner Jonathan Dav-
enport and three-time PDC winner
Shannon Babb would start on the
front row. Babb would jump out into
the early lead with Brian Shirley fol-
lowing him around Davenport for
second. Soon the trip was joined by
Tanner English, and the quartet put
on a battle for the ages with posi-
tion constantly swapping back and
forth. With nine laps to go, Shirley
slipped past Babb for the lead, but
coming down for the checkered,
Babb inched back out ahead to
score the popular triumph. Shirley
settled for second. English was
third as Davenport was the last car
to transfer into the show. Gordy
Gundaker finished off the top five.

Simpson Scores First
Career Outlaws Win
DAVENPORT, IA - For the first

time in 11 years, the World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Late Model Se-
ries paid a visit to Davenport
Speedway on Tuesday, July 24.
The big half-mile located just west
of the Iowa/Illinois state line and
part of the Quad Cities in Daven-
port, IA was the site for a $10,000-
to-win payday and first race of a
marathon two-week stretch for the
most powerful stock cars in the
world. At the end of the 40-lap Fea-
ture, Chad Simpson, from nearby
Mt. Vernon, IA, made the home
state fans happy by scoring his first
career World of Outlaws win in front
of an overflow capacity crowd at
the Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds
oval.

“I canʼt say enough about this
team. Theyʼre the ones that made
this happen. Everybody. The spon-
sors, the guys that help me, the
ones that do the wrenching — they
made this all happen,” an elated
Simpson stated in Victory Lane
after climbing from his No. 25
GATR Truck Center / Black Dia-
mond Chassis / Jay Dickens Rac-
ing Engines entry surrounded by
his crew, family and friends. “I kept
looking at the scoreboard to see
who was behind me. Then after
that yellow flag, I never looked
again except to check how many
laps were left. I was watching them
count down, and I never knew who
was behind me after that,” laughed
the 39-year-old Hawkeye State na-
tive.

Simpson and current Series
points leader Mike Marlar led the
23-car field down to the green flag
to start the main event, with Simp-
son showing the way in the early
stages. Marlar would not let Simp-
son stray too far out in front and
kept pace with him in a very fast
paced event. Defending Series
Champion Brandon Sheppard soon
found himself in third from his sixth
starting spot, slowly reeling in the
two race leaders.

As the crossed flags signal was
given, Marlar was sizing up Simp-
son, looking for a way around, but
had to also deal with Sheppard
who caught the front row starters.
With 13 laps to go, Sheppardʼs
night ended in a plume of smoke
forcing him to pull onto the adjoin-
ing quarter mile and calling it a
night. With eight laps to go, the
nightʼs only caution flew, bunching
up the field. On the restart, Marlar
went high to try to get around Simp-
son but slapped the turn four wall
on the following lap and lost several
positions. This placed Chris Mad-
den in second, and he began to
challenge Simpson for the win.
Simpson was up to the task, how-

ever, and fended off the hard-
charging Madden to score his first
career Series victory.

Madden settled for second in his
No. 44 Century Plastics / Barry
Wright Racecars / Clements Rac-
ing Engines machine. “We waited
one lap too late to pull the trigger
on Chad (Simpson). I kept waiting
for him to slide out of that bottom.
He was getting tight across the
middle, and I felt like he was going
leave the door open for us,” ex-
plained the 43-year-old from Gray
Court, SC. “I shouldʼve went ahead
and went to the top in one and two
earlier and drove on by him. We
definitely had the car to do it. But
we have to take second tonight,” he
added. Madden did gain on points
leader Marlar, and is now just 18
markers back heading into the 29th
annual Prairie Dirt Classic.

Simpsonʼs brother, Chris Simp-
son finished third after starting in
12th in his No. 32 Cheap Cars /
Longhorn Chassis / Durham Rac-
ing Engines ride in just his third ap-
pearance of the season, earning
the KSE Hard Charger Award in the
process. “We just started too far
back. We were running on the top
at the start of the race and eventu-
ally got to the bottom. But we used
up our right rear getting up to the
front,” offered the 34-year-old from
near-by Oxford, IA. “It is pretty cool
to see my brother (Chad Simpson)
win this one. Heʼs been working his
butt off and winning here in Iowa is
pretty special. Plus, having two
Simpsons in the top three is pretty
special too,” he smiled.

Marlar recovered to finish in
fourth as Rick Eckert completed the
top five. Frank Heckenast Jr. fin-
ished sixth over Shane Clanton.
Chase Junghans was eighth over
Tyler Erb as rookie Brent Larson
rounded out the top 10.

Earlier in the evening during pre-
liminary events, 2017 rookie of the
year, Devin Moran won his third
PFC Brakes Fast Qualifier award of
the season over the 23-car field
with a 20.756 and also collected a
Heat Race win. He would discover
engine issues after his heat race
win, forcing him to a backup car for
the Feature. Marlar and Chad
Simpson also collected heat race
triumphs.

Williams Grove, Port
Royal and Eriez

Highlight Three Days
in Keystone State

CONCORD, NC - While the
World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series is in the midst of the
final extended road trip of the sea-

son, the cars and stars of the Se-
ries have an eye on a key visit to
the eastern United States.

The Pennsylvania Trifecta starts
on Friday, August 17 at the site of
the first-ever race in World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late Model Series
history back in 1988, Williams
Grove Speedway, located south-
west of Harrisburg in Mechanics-
burg, PA. Widely known as one of
the top Sprint Car tracks in the
country, the sprawling half-mile has
seen the World of Outlaws Late
Models just once, and it was 30
years ago in that historic inaugural
race back on April 22, 1988. Leg-
endary five-time NASCAR Weekly
Series National Champion Larry
Phillips won that first event.

After Williams Grove, the Out-
laws head 60 miles northwest to
another historic half-mile known for
its Sprint Car heritage, Port Royal
Speedway, located southeast from
Penn State University (State Col-
lege, PA) in Port Royal, PA. On Sat-
urday, August 18 the Outlaws make
their fourth-ever appearance there.
Defending Series Champion Bran-
don Sheppard grabbed the win in
the last event there in 2017.

Finally, to wrap up the weekend,
the Outlaws take a four-hours-plus
trip northwest, just east of the Ohio
/ Pennsylvania state line and along
the shores of Lake Erie, to the fast
3/8-mile of Eriez Speedway in Erie,
PA for the tenth-ever race at the
track.

The trend at Eriez is that a driver
either needs to be a former Series
Champion or be on that road to-
wards an eventual title. Sheppard
won the Seriesʼ last event there in
2017 on his way to that champi-
onship. Four-time Series Cham-
pion Josh Richards leads all drivers
in the wins category at the track.
Lanigan has two wins, while 2007
Series Champion Steve Francis
and 2011 Series Champion Rick
Eckert have single triumphs.

The Series wonʼt be done in
Pennsylvania in 2018 after
the Pennsylvania Trifecta, however.
On Saturday, September 22, the
18th annual National Open will
close out the PA portion of the
schedule at another big half-mile,
Selinsgrove Speedway, located
north of Hershey in Selinsgrove,
PA. Twelve-time Track Champion
Jeff Rine defended his home
trackʼs honor with his first career
World of Outlaws win in the last
race there in 2017.

Lanigan has won three times,
while 2016 Rookie of the Year Billy
Moyer Jr. scored the win that sea-
son on his way to the freshman
title.
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WEST BURLING-
TON, IA - Sammy
Swindell is 62-years-
old and still winning.

Exactly one year
after earning his last
Arctic Cat All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1
victory in West
Lebanon, N.Y., “Slam-

minʼ” Sammy Swindell wins again
with Americaʼs Series, this time
earning a $5,000 payday during ac-
tion at 34 Raceway in West Burling-
ton, Iowa. For Swindell, the All Star
victory bumps his career total to 27
with the Series, forced to outduel
Fresno, Californiaʼs Cory Eliason
during the later stages of the 30-lap
program to do so. The 34 Raceway
victory was a first-ever for the Ger-
mantown, Tenn., native during All
Star competition.

Cory Eliason held on to finish
second with the All Stars to earn a
first-ever podium finish with the Se-
ries, followed by Carson Macedo,
Cale Conley, and Kerry Madsen.

“I think Iʼm the oldest person to
ever win one of these races,” an
elated Sammy Swindell said in vic-
tory lane, driver of the Thones Util-
ity Construction/No. 59 sprint car.
“We pulled this car out of the trailer
tonight and didnʼt touch a bolt on it.
We won one now. Weʼll work to im-
prove from here.”

Sammy Swindellʼs march to the
front took patience and persist-
ence. Starting from the outside of
row two, Swindell completed the
first eight circuits in the exact same
position as he started. Traffic came
into play quickly around the 3/8-
mile, high banked oval which al-
lowed Swindell to close the gap on
the top three. Utilizing lapped cars,
the former World of Outlaws cham-
pion was able to battle by Jackson
and Knoxville winner, Kerry Mad-
sen, to take the third spot officially
on lap nine. Just one circuit later,
the main eventʼs first caution ap-
peared forcing the field to mold
back together.

It was not until when caution
flags reappeared that Swindell was
able to make a bid for the second
spot, ultimately driving by the famil-
iar No. 7K of Cale Conley as the
pair raced down the backstretch on
lap 17. Halting Swindellʼs obvious
momentum in traffic, caution flags

reappeared on lap 18, once again
forcing the field to bunch back to-
gether.

Now on the tailtank of the Roth
Motorsports entry of Cory Eliason,
green flag conditions returned with
Swindell now in hot pursuit of the
top spot. The pair raced one-two for
the next eight circuits in clear air,
but traffic came into the picture
soon thereafter. As Eliason
reached the tail of the field to com-
plete lap 26, Swindell made his
move, actually peeking underneath
the No. 83 as the pair battled into
turn one. A drag race down the
back straightaway resulted in
Swindellʼs favor, taking the lead of-
ficially with a slider between turns
three and four on lap 27.

Although one last caution ap-
peared with two circuits remaining
setting up a green-white-
checkered restart, Swindell was
untouchable, sailing off to score the
All Star victory in front of a packed-
house by 1.25 seconds.

“We were kinda tight at the be-
ginning, so as the laps continued to
go down, the car was getting bet-
ter,” Swindell continued. “We still
have a few kinks that we need to
work out.”

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
will enjoy a pair of off-weekends
before returning to competition on
Friday evening, August 17, at the
Utica-Rome Speedway in Vernon,
New York; the first of three consec-
utive events in the Empire State.
Action will continue on Saturday
evening, August 18, at the Orange
County Fair Speedway in Middle-
town, followed by a stop at the
Lebanon Valley Speedway in West
Lebanon on Sunday, August 19.
The trio of New York stops will open
an August schedule that includes
eight events across three states,
four of which in Pennsylvania on
August 23-26.

Kerry Madsen Goes
Back-to-Back With the

All Star Circuit of
Champions With Win
at Knoxville Raceway 

KNOXVILLE, IA - Kerry Madsen
nearly counted himself out on Sat-
urday night at Knoxville Raceway,
forced to start from the inside of

seven for the 25-lap main event
after finishing third during his re-
spective heat race. Although dis-
traught over his starting position,
the veteran proved himself wrong
in a hurry, quickly advancing
through the feature field to earn his
second Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
main event victory in as many
days.

Now a nine-time winner with the
All Star Circuit of Champions, the
“Madman” sealed his fate on lap
20, making an impressive move
around fellow sprint car veteran,
Sammy Swindell, to cash-in for a
$5,000 payday.

Defending All Star champion,
Chad Kemenah, finished third at
Knoxville Raceway, followed by
“Blackjack” Brian Brown and
Brooke Tatnell.

“Weʼve been really quick lately,
we just havenʼt been able to catch
any breaks,” Kerry Madsen ex-
plained in victory lane, driver of the
GoMuddy.com/Big Game Tree-
stands/No. 2M sprint car. “Last
night was a great night for us, and
tonight having to start 13th, I was
like ʻoh man, we are done.ʼ But Iʼll
tell you what, Guy Forbrook has
been working hard on this car. That
thing was a rocketship tonight.”

Tea, South Dakotaʼs Matt Juhl
and seven-time Knoxville Raceway
track champion, Terry McCarl, led
the feature field to green on Satur-
day night at the Sprint Car Capital
of the World. Juhl earned the early
advantage, leading McCarl, Brooke
Tatnell, and Lynton Jeffrey by the
flagstand for the first time. Juhl led
the first three circuits before the
main eventʼs first red flag appeared
on lap four. Trey Starks was the

driver involved; he walked away
unharmed.

Green flag action resumed with
Terry McCarl now on the back
bumper of Juhl. McCarl chased
Juhl for the next eight circuits be-
fore making his first, official bid for
the top spot on lap 12. Although
gaining the top spot with ease, Juhl
had some visible programs, ulti-
mately surrendering his position
and pulling off into the infield.

After McCarlʼs successful over-
taking, the driver of the familiar No.
24 led for the next two circuits, in-
stantly opening up to a three-sec-
ond command. Unfortunately for
T-Mac, the turn one cushion got the
best of the Altoona, Iowa, native,
eventually sending McCarl on a
wild ride between turns one and
two. As a result, the point position
was left open for Sammy Swindell.

Swindell, who started seventh
on the feature grid, led the field
back to green with Brooke Tatnell
and Chad Kemenah in tow. By that
point, Kerry Madsen was full of life,
already making his presence
known well within the top-five, ac-
tually powering into the runner-up
spot by the completion of lap 16.

Lap by lap, Madsen picked away
at Swindellʼs lead, shrinking his
command from one second on lap
17, to a mere-.2 seconds by the
completion of lap 19. By the time
the pair raced into turn one on lap
20, Madsen was within striking dis-
tance and attempted to slide the
Germantown, Tenn., native through
corner number two. Although Mad-
senʼs initial slider did not stick, his
attempt to overtake the top spot in
turns three and four did succeed,
ultimately pulling away from 

(Continued Next Page)
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Eliason and Macedo at 34
Raceway for 27th Career All

Star Victory

Sammy Swindell raced his way to victory lane at 34 Raceway for
his 27th career All Star win. (Paul Arch photo)
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Swindell as the pair
drag raced off of cor-
ner number four.

From that point
forward, it was all
Madsen at the front of
the field, quickly accel-
erating to an impres-
sive command that
stretched to nearly
three seconds by lap
25.

“This is a fun team
to be a part of,” Mad-
sen explained. “I have
really enjoyed the last
year and a half. This is

a great time of year to get good.”

The Madman Pockets
$10,000 During
All Star Visit to

Jackson Motorplex
JACKSON, MN - The “Madman”

Kerry Madsen put on a show dur-
ing Fridayʼs fair race at Jackson
(Minn.) Motorplex featuring the Arc-
tic Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
presented by Mobil 1, ultimately
battling through a four-car fray near
the midpoint of the 30-lap program
to solidify a $10,000 payday. Mad-
sen, who now owns eight All Star
Circuit of Champions victories over
the course of his storied career,
started fourth on the feature grid
and took the lead officially on lap
16, driving by race-long leader,
Josh Baughman, with a power
move on the cushion. The All Star
victory was Madsenʼs first of the
2018 season.

Clute, Texasʼ Aaron Reutzel
climbed six positions to finish sec-
ond at the final checkers, followed
by Chad Kemenah, Dave Blaney,
and Carson Macedo.

In addition, fans from coast-to-
coast will have the opportunity to
relive the excitement from the
state-of-the-art complex as MAVTV
Motorsports Network, the official
television home of the All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions in 2018, was on
hand to capture all of the action. Air
dates for the event will be released
in the near-future.

“It feels good to put a night like
tonight together and win in front of
all of our home fans and sponsors,”
Kerry Madsen said in victory lane,
pilot of the GoMuddy.com/No. 2M
sprint car. “It was a fun race there
toward the middle, but we were
able to get away from those guys
and get the lead before the track
got real narrow. This is a great way
to start the weekend. Iʼm very
proud to be a part of this team and

happy for everyone involved.”
Although it was Madsen who

earned the payday, it was Josh
Baughman who earned the initial
jump, taking command from the
outside-pole position over Chad
Kemenah and Dave Blaney. With a
clear track ahead, Baughman was
able to build a strong advantage in
a hurry, escaping to a near-two
second lead with just five laps in
the books.

The pace was quick, but traffic
soon halted Baughmanʼs momen-
tum which allowed Kemenah,
Blaney, and eventually Madsen, to
close the gap. By lap 12, Baugh-
manʼs advantage was all but
erased, now with four cars on his
heels battling for positions two
through five.

Blaney drove by Kemenah at the
exit of turn four on lap 12 to take
the runner-up spot, only to be
negated the following circuit. By
this point, Madsen was already ap-
plying pressure on the frontrun-
ners, soon commencing a battle
with Kemenah and Blaney for a
podium position.

As Kemenah drove back by
Blaney to regain second, Madsen
also slipped by the “Buckeye Bul-
let” to take third on lap 13, follow-
ing that advancement with another
move on lap 14 to scoot around Ke-
menah for second. Just two circuits
later, Madsen was in command, ac-
tually driving around Baughman at
the exit of turn four to officially lead
lap 16.

Madsenʼs lead grew in a hurry,
but it was cut down just as fast as it
was built. Jackson Speedwayʼs
surface started to build a thin line of
rubber around the bottom of the
speedway, ultimately forcing all
competitors to move to the bottom
groove. Trying to take advantage of
the situation, Aaron Reutzel, who
followed Madsen through the
chaos to claim second over Keme-

nah and Blaney on lap 19, tried to
apply pressure on the “Madman”
while racing through the narrow
groove, but time was out. Madsen
crossed under the final checkers
with a one second lead.

“It was important to get to the
front in a hurry and find the abra-
siveness around the bottom of the
speedway,” Madsen continued. “I
think we were all a little worried that
the track was going to do that. It all
worked out in the end.”

Ryan Smith Takes
Advantage of

Macedoʼs Misfortune
for Angell Park Victory

SUN PRAIRIE, WI - The “Kun-
kletown Kid” Ryan Smith earned
his first Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
victory of the 2018 season in a
thriller on Thursday night at Angell
Park Speedway, inheriting com-
mand with just two circuits remain-
ing after race leader, Carson
Macedo, retired with mechanical
woes. In actuality, Smith, the part-
time pilot of the McGhee Motor-
sports/Mike McGhee and
Associates/No. 11 sprint car, inher-
ited the lead twice during the All
Star/IRA Outlaw Sprint Series
event in Sun Prairie, Wis., but the
second proved to be worth $5,000.

Multi-time IRA Outlaw Sprint Se-
ries champion, Bill Balog, rallied
nine positions to finish second at
Angell Park Speedway, followed by
Dave Blaney, Chad Kemenah, and
California invader, Rico Abreu.

“I really canʼt thank my guys
enough for their hard work, and for
them giving me this
opportunity to drive
their car,” Ryan
Smith said in Angell
Park Speedway vic-
tory lane. “Weʼve
been getting faster

and faster every time we race to-
gether. It feels great to finally get an
All Star win.”

Although Smith started from the
pole position, it was fellow front row
starter Aaron Reutzel who earned
the early advantage, immediately
taking control of the 24-car field as
the opening green flags waved.

A quick pace around Angell Park
Speedwayʼs 1/3-mile, clay oval led
the Cute, Texas, native into traffic
for the first time on lap four. Despite
multiple roadblocks in the form of
lapped cars, Reutzel was able to
maintain momentum by utilizing the
speedwayʼs gnarly cushion, weav-
ing through traffic safely until the
main eventʼs first caution appeared
on lap 13. Unfortunately for
Reutzel, he would become involved
in that caution, eventually forced to
retire and surrender the lead after
another driver made contact with
the seven-time All Star winner while
attempting to slow for the caution.
Reutzelʼs damage was severe and
would not return.

With Reutzel out, Ryan Smith
would inherit the top spot, now with
Chad Kemenah and Carson
Macedo on his heels. Smith led the
field for the next five circuits until a
mistake cost him the point position.
Miscalculating the turn four cush-
ion, Smith jumped the edge of the
racing groove and nearly lost con-
trol allowing fifth-starting Carson
Macedo to drive by to lead lap 19.

Ironically enough, the turn four
cushion, which nearly ended
Smithʼs feature campaign entirely,
gave the “Kunkletown Kid” a sec-
ond chance. As Macedo was bat-
tling through traffic with two and a
half laps remaining, the Lemoore,
Calif., native hopped the curb in
turn four resulting in terminal front
end damage. Macedo limped
across the line but caution flags
waved soon thereafter setting up a
green-white-checkered restart.
Ryan Smith inherited the top spot,
ultimately holding off Bill Balog and
Dave Blaney at the final checkers.

“Definitely a wild one tonight,”
Smith continued. “That was a tough
deal for Carson (Macedo). Iʼve lost
races the same way and it defi-
nitely hurts. The cushion bit us
once, but we were able to capital-
ize on my mistake later in the race
and get the win. Weʼll head further
down the road and try again tomor-
row at Jackson.”
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Kerry “The Madman” Madsen celebrates in victory lane after win-
ning $10,000 feature at Jackson Motorplex. (ASCoC photo)



MASON CITY, IA -
Drawing the No. 72 pill
to start the night didn't
stop Sam Hafertepe,
Jr. at Mason City
Motor Speedway as
the Heidbreder Foun-
dation No. 15h cap-
tured his fifth win of
the 2018 season with
the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series
presented by Saw-

blade.com.
"I felt like we were pretty good,"

stated Sam. "I just felt like if we hit
our marks and run a straight line
around here, we could get in done
and we did."

All in preparation for the
Knoxville Nationals, the team has
been doing several different things
to the car with positive results.

"This was all test stuff that we've
been trying for the past three to
four weeks to get ready for
Knoxville. We ran a different wing,
different engine, just a lot of differ-
ent things going on right now, so it
feels really good to get the win and
hopefully we can bring this mo-
mentum into Knoxville. I've never
won at Knoxville and I feel like I'm
due."

Drawing the pole for the 25 lap
affair, the start would have to re-
peat as contact through the first two
turns sent the Sawblade.com No.

28 spinning heavy damage to the
front axle.

Underway with Hafertepe out
running Chris Martin into the first
turn, Hafertepe was set on cruise
as the No. 44 held second over
Skylar Gee. With multiple lines to
choose from, the leaders raced top
to bottom past the race's half-way
point with Hafertepe gapping the
field by a half straightaway.

Moving through some light
slower traffic, the change in pace
allowed Chris Martin to begin reel-
ing in the No. 15h. Inching closer to
Sam, the dynamic of the Global Ag
No. 44 began to change. Losing
the time he'd made up, Chris was
suddenly under fire from Skylar
Gee. Racing back and forth for the
runner-up spot for a couple laps,
the Strongs Crane Service No. 99
took over the position on Lap 16.

Racing to hold onto the third
spot, Chris saw his night end
abruptly as the car lurched violently
into the wall through the fourth turn.
Caused by a cut tire, Chris was
okay.

Restarting with one lapped car
between himself and second run-
ning Skylar Gee, the final eight laps
again saw Sam race away from the
field with Hafertepe winning by
2.999 seconds. Challenged by
Wayne Johnson in the final laps,
Skylar Gee held on for silver with
Johnson in the show position after

starting seventh. Blake Hahn
crossed fourth with Matt Covington
rounding out the top-five.

Getting out on top of a four-car
race on the Lap 17 restart, Seth
Bergman held onto sixth with
Tasker Phillips in seventh. Moving
up eight spots, Johnny Herrera was
eighth with Harli White and Travis
Rilat to make up the top-ten.

Up next for the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com is the 28th running
of the 360 Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Great Southern Bank at
Knoxville Raceway. Kicking off
Thursday, August 2 the event runs
through Saturday, August 4. Tickets
are on sale at www.knoxvillerace-
way.com.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that

make up the nearly 150 races
across the ASCS Nation in 2018,
log onto www.ascsracing.com, fol-
low on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Kelly Miller Outruns
The Rain For ASCS

Frontier Score at
Gillette Thunder

Speedway
GILLETTE, WY - Getting Satur-

day's races in at Gillette Thunder
Speedway just ahead of the rain,
Canada's Kelly Miller made sure he
didn't waste his pole starting posi-
tion on Saturday night for his third
win of the season with the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region.

Leading start to finish, Miller out-
ran Montana's David Hoiness to 

(Continued Next Page)
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Masters Mason City Motor
Speedway

Sam Hafertepe Jr. celebrates his fifth win of the season in victory
lane at Mason City Motor Speedway. (Buck Monson photo)
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the stripe with Ned
Powers moving
through the field from
seventh to take the
night's final podium
step. Damon McCune
was fourth with Clint
Anderson fifth.

From 13th,
Wyoming's Mark
Chisholm came up to
finish sixth with An-
thony Farnsworth sev-
enth. Cody Masse,
Eric Flatmoe, and
young James Setter
made the top-ten.

The next outing of the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region is Friday,
August 3 at Gallatin Speedway in
Belgrade, Mont.

Tankersley Wins Again
With ASCS Gulf South

at Battleground
Speedway

HIGHLANDS, TX - Winning in
his last three appearances with the
Griffith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region, Channin
Tankersley added career win No.
23 on Saturday night at Battle-
ground Speedway.

Tied with Gary Wright for third in
the ASCS Gulf South Region win
list, the Griffith Truck and Equip-
ment No. 17 grabbed the win form
the pole starting spot. Rolling
through the field from eighth,
Louisiana's Koty Adams picked up
the second spot with Dustin Gates
on the final podium step. Bruce
Crockett and Cody Stacy made up
the top-five.

Moving ahead four spots, Larry
Howery was sixth. Michael McNeil
in seventh was followed by Kent
Lewis with Tommy Hall ninth and
Randy Allen in tenth.

The Griffith Truck and Equip-

ment ASCS Gulf South Region will
take in two nights at South Texas
Speedway in Corpus Christi, during
the Labor Day Weekend with action
on Saturday, September 1 and
Sunday, September 2.

Tim Crawley Tops
ASCS Mid-South/Red
River Showdown at

I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Further tip-

ping the scales to the side of the
ASCS Mid-South Region, the third
match-up between the Arkansas
based series and the American

Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products ended with
Tim Crawley collecting the $2,000
winner's check at I-30 Speedway
on Saturday night.

Grabbing the win from the third
starting spot, the Ronnie Pitts Mo-
torsports No. 1x was chased to the
line by Tennessee's Brian Bell. The
top finishing driver for the ASCS
Red River Region was Alex Sewell,

who rolled to the final podium step
in a backup car after taking a vio-
lent ride Friday night at Creek
County Speedway.

Cody Gardner finished fourth
with Justin Webb making up four
spots to finish fifth. Ernie Ainsworth,
Charlie Louden, Blake Jenkins,
Kevin Hinkle, and Wally Henson
made up the top-ten.

While the racing was intense,
the highlight of the night goes to
another Crawley. Organizing Back-
packs and school supplies for kids
to go back to school for the second
week in a row, mastermind Lora
Crawley helped to pull together

enough support to had out 154
bags full of supplies.

Next up for the American Bank
of Oklahoma ASCS Red River Re-
gion presented by Smiley's Racing
Products is another showdown with
the ASCS Mid-South Region at
Jackson Motor Speedway on Sat-
urday, August 11.

Bergman Triumphs
With ASCS Red River

at Creek County
Speedway

SAPULPA, OK - Picking up his
eighth career victory with the Amer-
ican Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products, Washing-
ton's Seth Bergman parked the Oil
Field Equipment and Manufactur-
ing No. 23 at Creek County Speed-
way on Friday night.

Racing hard with Blake Hahn to
open the 25 lap Feature Event, the
pair made contact racing for the
lead just prior the red flying for Alex
Sewell who flipped off the top of the
first turn on Lap 4.

Unable to complete the lap out
front, Hahn resumed his chase of
the No. 23 only to again have the
lights switch before he could make
the pass official.

On Bergman for the lead at the
race's half-way point, as Seth wres-
tled with nose-wing damage, the
red lights came on once more as
Mike Goodman and Kyle Clark tan-
gled off the fourth turn.

Restarting with the slower car of
Fred Mattox in the mix, Hahn would
have to deal with the back-marker
for several laps, allowing Seth to
gap the Griffith Truck and Equip-
ment No. 52 by over a second at
the checkered flag.

Hahn would hold on to second
with Sean McClelland grabbing
third after a multi-lap battle with
Kyle Bellm. Moving up from 12th,
Lance Norick completed the top-
five.

Zach Chappell crossed sixth
with Jake Greider in tow. Moving up
from 18th, Tennessee's Brian Bell
crossed eighth. Ace McCarthy ad-
vanced from 16th to ninth with Bai-
ley Felkins in tenth.
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Channin Tankersley continued his winning way with a victory at Bat-
tleground Speedway Saturday night. (Manvel Motorsports photo)

Seth Bergman celebrates with family in victory lane after winning at
Creek County Speedway with the ASCS Red River Region. (LOASCS
photo)

Tim Crawley celebrates in victory lane after coming home the victor
in the third match-up between the ASCS Mid-South Region and the
ASCS Red River Region. (Jimmy Jones photo)



Michigan Intʼl
Speedway

BROOKLYN, MI -
Alex Bowman, driver
of the #88 Axalta Ca-
maro ZL 1 for Hen-
drick Motorsports,
visited Grand Rapids,
Michigan during lunch
on July 25. He was at
Rosa Parks Circle to
promote the Con-
sumers Energy 400 at
Michigan International
Speedway on Aug. 12.

The carnival at-
mosphere started
early. Guests played
yard games setup in

the circle while enjoying lunch. The
sunny skies brought people out of
the office buildings as they followed
the smell of the food from the five
food trucks. The sound of the music
playing enticed those driving to
park and check out the excitement. 

While Bowman was focused on
the day, he was already looking for-
ward to making his return trip to
Michigan for the Consumers En-
ergy 400.

"We have had some really good
race cars (at MIS), but we haven't
been able to pull off a win," Bow-
man said. "I think we can do it. His-
torically, it has been a pretty good
track for us. I have had some parts
failures that cost us a pretty good
run. I think any time we go to a race
track we have a shot to win, but
Michigan is definitely one that we
have circled."

The event started with a surprise
for Bowman. Joe Jones, the Grand
Rapids Second Ward Commis-
sioner, read a proclamation declar-
ing the day Alex Bowman Day in
Grand Rapids. 

“This is ridiculous,” Bowman
said in shock. 

Bowman then took questions
from the fans in attendance to talk
about his career. And what day
would be complete without some
autographs. Bowman spent time
with the fans signing autographs
and taking pictures while talking
about the upcoming Consumers
Energy 400 weekend. 

The Arizona native knows his
way away around the kitchen and
really enjoys eating tamales. Bow-
manʼs day got interesting when he
got to test his serving skills. He
climbed into the Tamales Mary food
truck to serve some fans lunch.
And some lucky fans were handed
two tickets to the Consumers En-
ergy 400 as part of their lunch. 

Tickets start at $35 for the Con-
sumers Energy 400 on Aug. 12.
Fans can find the perfect campsite

for their families and friends in any
of the different campgrounds at the
track starting at $160. Fans can
purchase tickets and campsites at
www.mispeedway.com or by calling
888-905-7223.

Children 12 and under are free
on Friday and Saturday. On Sun-
day, children 12 and under tickets
start at $15.  Children 12 and under
can attend three days of NASCAR
action for just $15, ensuring fami-
lies a weekend of fun at affordable
prices.

NASCARʼs most entertaining
track is providing memorable expe-
riences for fans during the Con-
sumers Energy 400 in August. The
entertainment starts early in the
week and will go right through the
checkered flag for the Consumers
Energy 400. On Saturday, fans can
enjoy a special post-race concert
featuring The Cadillac Three and
Logan Mize. The concert is free to
anybody with an admission to the
Consumers Energy 400 on Sun-
day. 

In the campgrounds, fans can
experience a Medium, play bingo,
partake in a variety of fitness pro-
grams and watch a movie under
the stars. The track will even have
face painters, crafts, outdoor
games, a magician and a DJ for the
kids. The party goes late into the
night with NightCap. The late night
party will feature a DJ playing tunes
as well as a paint and foam party. 

The fan plaza will feature live
music entertainment and strolling
street performers for guests to
enjoy as they prepare for the race.

In addition, guests can enjoy a
wood carving show.

Nestled in the lush Irish Hills of
Southeastern Michigan, Michigan
International Speedway is
NASCARʼs fastest racetrack. It has
been the love of NASCAR racing
and the thrill of a great time for race
fans and drivers alike for 50 years.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - NASCARʼs

most competitive track - Talladega
Superspeedway - along with its
parent company, International
Speedway Corporation (ISC), an-
nounced at a press conference
today details of Transformation –
The Talladega Superspeedway In-
field Project. The approximate $50
million redevelopment endeavor is
part of ISCʼs long-term capital allo-
cation plan and reinvestment into

its major motorsports complexes.
The project, highlighted by a one-
of-a-kind Garage Fan Zone Experi-
ence, will feature “up-close”
access, interactive attractions and
enhanced amenities for fans, spon-
sors, teams and stakeholders in the
iconic Talladega infield.

Full completion of the modern-
ized project is scheduled for Octo-
ber of 2019, just in time for the
trackʼs fall NASCAR weekend. Tal-
ladega Superspeedway will also
celebrate its 50th Anniversary next
year. Construction will commence
at the 2.66-mile venue after the up-
coming NASCAR Playoff double-
header weekend, Oct. 12-14,
featuring the 1000Bulbs.com 500
and Talladega 250.

Transformation – The Talladega
Superspeedway Infield Project, will
give the hundreds of thousands of
fans who annually make the jour-
ney to central Alabama the chance
to get closer than ever to
NASCARʼs top drivers and teams
via a fan walkway under the same
roof as the race car bays in the new
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries garage. Add to it a unique
35,000 square foot covered Open
Air Club, complete with ample seat-
ing, a bar and a 41-foot diagonal
video screen, entertainment enthu-
siasts will be able to immerse them-
selves in the sport and witness the
teams and drivers as the cars are
prepped in the garage stalls for 3-
and 4-wide racing.

“Since 1969, no other track in
NASCAR has lived its brand better
than Talladega Superspeedway.
Big, bold and one-of-a-kind best
describe this legendary facility and
the larger-than-life visionary who
created it, my grandfather Bill
France Sr.,” said ISC Chief Execu-
tive Officer Lesa France Kennedy.
“Todayʼs announcement, Transfor-
mation – The Talladega

(Continued Next Page)
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(L to R): Alex Bowman receives a proclamation from Grand Rapids
Second Ward Commissioner Joe Jones and Michigan International
Speedway President Rick Brenner declaring July 25 Alex Bowman
day in Grand Rapids, Michigan. (MIS photo)
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Superspeedway In-
field Project, is a
world-class extension
of his vision offering
many new amenities
and conveniences. Itʼs
a great day for the
track, ISC and the
state of Alabama. This
is a special place to
our family and so
many race fans all
over the world, and its
future is incredibly
bright.”

“We have had
nearly 50 years of in-

credible history in motorsports and
have been a tourist destination for
so many,” said Grant Lynch, Chair-
man of Talladega Superspeedway.
“The investment that we are mak-
ing shows a commitment today, to-
morrow and beyond. Fans, both
current and future, have a lot to
look forward to in the next 50 years.
Thereʼs only one Talladega.”

The new garage viewing walk-
way is just one of a variety of new
attractions for the fans as part of
the Garage Fan Zone Experience,
which will have over 140,000
square feet of social and engage-
ment areas, complete with Wi-Fi,
along with two new concession
stands, restrooms complexes, a
Guest Services Center and a fan
First Aid facility.

The new Gatorade Victory Lane
will offer fans from the grand-
stands, as well as those in the
Garage Fan Zone Experience, a
closer view of the winners who
rewrite Talladegaʼs history. A two-
level Paddock Club, with seating
for more than 600 guests, will be lo-
cated near the end of pit road.
Other amenities in the Garage Fan
Zone Experience include four 25-
person garage suites and four
garage offices. The current Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
garage will be used for the
NASCAR Xfinity Series teams dur-
ing the spring event weekend and
the NASCAR Gander Outdoors
Truck Series (as it will be known in
2019) in the fall.

“Talladega Superspeedway is
where my career began as a driver
so it holds a special place in my
heart,” said NASCAR and Interna-
tional Motorsports Hall of Famer
Richard Childress, who competed
in Talladegaʼs first NASCAR race in
1969 and will also celebrate his
50th Anniversary in NASCAR in
2019. “Over the years we have met
so many fans that love our sport
here, and with this new endeavor,

Talladega and ISC are taking this
place to next level. Fans have
loved it for nearly 50 years, but this
is going to take it to new heights,”
added Childress, who, along with
Hendrick Motorsports, has a Tal-
ladega record 12 wins as a team
owner.

Approximately 300 new RV
spaces – all with power and water
hookups - will now be a part of the
trackʼs infield via two main areas,
one that will offer a view of the Ala-
bama Gang Superstretch and the
other located near the start-finish
line. The new locations will offer
premium opportunities to experi-
ence the world-famous Talladega
infield, in which RV spaces have
been filled to capacity months in
advance for the past seven straight
event weekends. Current infield RV
areas, including those on the leg-
endary Talladega Blvd, will remain
the same.

Additional new enhancements
are comprised of: a 2-lane, over-
sized vehicle tunnel at the end of
the Alabama Gang Superstretch
that will allow 24-hour entry/exit ac-
cess for vehicular traffic, including
RVs; a  tram route that will deliver
fans to the entrance of the new
Garage Fan Zone Experience; in-
field premium parking opportuni-
ties; new infield shower options in
Turns 1 & 2; expanded drivers
meeting location; renovated media
center; and a Race Operations
building erected high atop the Tri-
Oval that will house Race Control,
LIVE TV booths for FOX & NBC,
Motor Racing Network and Public
Address.

RV spaces inside the Alabama
Gang Superstretch, along with
Race Operations, are scheduled
for completion by the trackʼs spring
event weekend of 2019 while all
other aspects of the project are set
to be finalized for the fall 2019
event weekend.

“Almost 50 years ago, Alabama
became home to Talladega Super-
speedway, a staple for the sport
and a driver of tourism in our state,”
Alabama Governor Kay Ivey said.
“Today, I was thrilled to help kick off
the development of the ʻTalladega
Transformation Infield Project.ʼ This
project will take this track into its
next 50 years and give its loyal fans
an even better experience.”

Hoar Construction, based in
nearby Birmingham, AL, who has
spearheaded some of the most
recognizable landmarks in the Yel-
lowhammer state, is the Precon-
struction Contractor while the DLR
Group is the Architect for Transfor-
mation – The Talladega Super-
speedway Infield Project. DLR

Group is also part of renovation
projects at ISM Raceway (Phoenix)
and Richmond Raceway (VA).

For more information on all of
the new opportunities as part of
Transformation – The Talladega
Superspeedway Infield Project, call
855-518-RACE (7223) or email the
ticket office at tss-ticketoffice@tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com.

Fans can also learn more about
the project by visiting www.tallade-
gasuperspeedway.com/transfor-
mation. News, images, video and
up-to-date information will be avail-
able throughout the project.

Before the construction begins,
Talladega will host its 2018

NASCAR Playoff doubleheader
weekend this fall featuring the Tal-
ladega 250 for the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series on
Saturday, Oct. 13, at Noon CDT,
and the 1000Bulbs.com 500 for the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries on Sunday, Oct. 14, at 1 p.m.
CDT. Saturdayʼs slate also includes
Foodland/Food Giant Qualifying to
determine the starting lineup for
Sundayʼs event in which Brad Ke-
selowski is the defending cham-
pion.

Tickets are available and can be
purchased online at www.tallade-
gasuperspeedway.com or by call-
ing 855-518-RACE (7223).
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HIGH POINT, NC
- The Bobby Labonte
Foundation, founded
by NASCAR cham-
pion racecar driver
and High Point busi-
nessman Bobby
Labonte, has an-
nounced Thomas Built
Buses will join this
year's Charity Bike

Ride in High Point, N.C. as the title
sponsor. The Charity Bike Ride will
be held on Saturday, September 8,
with pre-ride events held on Sep-
tember 6 and 7.

The 2017 Bobby Labonte Foun-
dation Charity Bike Ride in High
Point, N.C.

The Charity Bike Ride began in
2011 to advance the Bobby
Labonte Foundation's mission to
support children and families in the
Triad area. This is the first year
Thomas Built Buses is joining the
event as the title sponsor.

"We are proud to welcome
Thomas Built Buses to the Bobby
Labonte Foundation's Charity Bike
Ride this year," said Bobby
Labonte. "The company's focus
and the employees' personal com-
mitment to the community is inspir-
ing, so we are really excited to
have a partner to work alongside
us in doing something great. Yes,
it's the bicycle that brings us all to-
gether, but this is really about help-
ing people right here in our
hometown."

This year's events will include a
"Bicycle Art Meets Form" gallery
exhibit at Theater Art Galleries on
Thursday, September 6. A VIP ride
and luncheon will be held the morn-
ing of Friday, September 7, fol-
lowed by an evening silent auction

and cocktail party. The Charity Bike
Ride starts at 7:30 am Saturday,
September 8 and includes 40 km,
60 km, and 100 km options. The
High Point Hospital Heart & Sole 5k
begins at 8 am, following a course
through downtown High Point. New
this year is Hi Fest, High Point's fall
festival in celebration of diversity.
Runners, cyclists and their friends
and family can enjoy Hi Fest's live
music, vendor booths, and cele-
bration from 9 am to 4 pm on Sep-
tember 8. 

All of the proceeds from the
charity bike ride, the brunch ride,
and the silent auction and cocktail
party will fund grants for local non-
profit organizations who support
children, parents, and families.

"Over the past 100 years, the
City of High Point and its people
have been instrumental to our
growth and success," said Caley
Edgerly, president and CEO of
Thomas Built Buses. "As a member
of this community, we are privi-
leged to be able to give back just a
portion of what has been given to
us. We are honored to partner with
the Bobby Labonte Foundation's
Charity Bike Ride this year and to
support the families in our area."

Additional sponsors include
High Point Regional Hospital, Arch-
dale Drug, Pinnacle Financial Part-
ners, Old Dominion Freight Line,
NorthState, Chick-fil-A, D.H. Griffin,
Colavita Olive Oil, and High Point
Jewelers and Fine Gifts.

The Bobby Labonte Foundation
will soon announce the three grant
recipients of this year's Charity Bike
Ride. To find out more about the
2018 Bobby Labonte Foundation
Charity Bike Ride, or to register,
visit bobbylabontefoundation.org.
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Antioch
Speedway

MORGANTON,
NC - Steve Surniak
#1st from Mooresville
LED flag the flag win-
ning the Carolina
sprint tour race. Greg
Smyre #21K passed
Brandon McClean
#21B on the last lap
to finish second, Mc-
Clean third, George
Blaney #82 fourth
and Graig Pelligrinni
Jr #27C rounded out
the top five.

Johnny Reynolds
#55 from Connelly Springs inher-
ited the win after the apparent win-
ner was disqualified at post-race
inspection. Benny Peeler #16 LED
every lap on his way to take the
checkered flag but was disqualified
at post-race inspection (carbure-
tor). Reynolds passed Matthew
Prince #19P on the White Flag lap
to cross the line in second and was
awarded the win. Prince second,
Timmy Wilson #777 third and
Bryan Smith #12 fourth.

Trevor Chatham #00 from Tay-
lorsville lead from start to finish win-
ning the super stock 4 race. Logan
Ritchie #10 finished a strong sec-
ond, Paul Butler #4B got by Trent
Chatham #9 with three laps re-
maining to finish third, Trent
Chatham fourth and Jimmy Mill-
saps #20 fifth.

Chris Butler #B9 from Morgan-
ton won a very competitive RPM
graphics pure stock 4 event. John
Reed #81 led the first seven laps
until Butler was able to make the
pass in turns one and two and went
on to take the checkered flag. Reed
second, Randy Powell #11 out bat-
tled Trent Chatham #9 for third,
Chatham fourth and Kevin Deal
#21 fifth.

Kevin Roberts #3 won the Ex-
treme FWDʼs race Dixie Barker
#84B second and Amanda Farmer
#19H third.

Trace Chatham #21 from Tay-
lorsville won his first race ever in
the James Wagonerʼs welding
Young Guns race. Colby Burks #73
led early but had transmission
problems and could only muster a
third-place finish Nathan Prince
#19 4th.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Tim

Brown is back. That was the senti-
ment of the #83 crew and their fans
after the ten-time champion quali-
fied on the pole, led all the way, and
then claimed the checkered in Sat-
urdayʼs first 25-lapper for the

Bradʼs Golf Cars Modified Series.
Saturdayʼs pole was Brownʼs third
in a row, with the win being his sec-
ond in two weeks. It was a wel-
come change after a season of
wrecks and misfortune as the team
adjusted to a new race car.

“Itʼs been a long time coming
since weʼve had a race car that has
been this fast week-in and week-
out,” said Tim Brown, who ex-
pressed thanks to faithful crew and
sponsors. “They didnʼt give up on
me, and weʼre back – and I hon-
estly feel like weʼre back to be a
contender for poles and wins for
the rest of the year and then kicking
off the next season. Iʼm just really
aggravated at myself for staying in
that car for two and a half years
that I knew in the back of my mind
wasnʼt what I needed to be in. But
now weʼre in something we can win
in every week.”

The “Madhouse Scramble” sent
Daniel Beeson of Kernersville to
the pole for the start of the second
race, with Joseph “Bobo” Brown of
Winston-Salem starting on the out-
side front row. Joseph Brown
moved past Beeson and then held
off the strong challenges from Chris
Fleming of Mount Airy to claim the
win.

The victory trophy meant more
than just beating the other racers to
the finish line. For Joseph Brown, it
meant victory over cancer. “I got to
thank Jesus Christ and to thank
God. From where I was three
months ago - laying in a hospital
bed fighting for my life - and here I
am now back winning Modified
races at the Madhouse,” said
Joseph Brown. “This right here
means dreams do come true. You
go from fighting cancer three
months ago to standing here in Vic-

tory Lane. If youʼre fighting cancer,
this right here shows that you can
beat it and you can come back.”

In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, Derek Stoltz of
Walkertown took a hard-fought win
in the Colors Edge Sportsman 100.
Fastest qualifier Dylan Ward of
Winston-Salem started on the pole
and fended off initial challenges
from Derek Stoltz, John Holleman
of Winston-Salem, Zack Clifton of
Walkertown, and Taylor Branch of
Lewisville.

But Holleman was able to shove
the bumper of Ward and slip inside
to steal away the lead. Holleman
held the lead for over 25 laps until
Stoltz made his own move to grab
the top spot. The two banged fend-
ers with Holleman turning sideways
and almost losing control. Holle-
man was able to steer back into the
groove and continue the pressure
on Stoltz. But the #02 car of Stoltz
seemed to grow stronger with each
lap as he held off Holleman, Zack
Clifton, and Tommy Neal of Walk-
ertown.

“That was a wild one. Started off
with the 2 car [of Andrew Durham]
brake checking me - and I owe him
about three, so weʼre down to two,”
said Stoltz about giving a stout shot
to Andrew Durham of Winston-
Salem as they battled earlier in the
race. “Holleman was brake check-
ing me a lot too right there - finally
had to push him to the side.”

In the Law Offices of John Bar-
row Street Stock Series, Spencer
Martin of Winston-Salem took the
checkered in Saturdayʼs 20-lapper
after moving past Christian Joyce
of Trinity. Wesley Thompson of Ad-
vance and David Hopkins of Win-
ston-Salem each brought home a
win in the Q104.1 Stadium Stock
Series.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC - Brandon

Clements continues to reign at
Carteret County Speedway, scoring
his fourth Late Model victory of the
season on Saturday night in the
Mooreʼs Barbeque Davey Allison
Memorial.

Clements held back challenges
from Chris Burns and Mini Tyrrell.
On lap 30 of 50, Tyrrell was able to
advance his way to the top spot.  A
couple laps later, as the battle for
the lead intensified, the top three
cars of Tyrrell, Burns, and
Clements all entered the corner
three wide.  Burns and Tyrrell went
around sustaining damage but re-
turned to the race after fixing their
cars during a rain delay.

When the race resumed,
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Steve Surniak is all smiles after a flag-to-flag win Saturday night at
Antioch Speedway. (ANTIOCH SPEEDWAY photo)

After claiming the victory in a wild Colors Edge Sportsman 100,
Derek Stoltz celebrates with a huge crowd in Winnerʼs Circle.
(ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



(Continued…)

Clements then bat-
tled Jason York, a for-
mer winner of the
ValleyStar Credit
Union 300 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway.
York got around
Clements on lap 34,
but Clements mus-
cled his way back
around York.  York
ended up getting out
of shape and nearly
spinning but was able
to keep control and
hang on to finish
third.

“We had a pretty good car,”
Clements said.  “That late restart,
we got a little free before the wreck
with Mini [Tyrrell] and Chris.  The
car was really good all night.  Jason
got into us a little bit there.  I over-
drove the corner over there and
that was totally my fault.  It defi-
nitely wasnʼt intentional, I backed
out of the throttle.  I just hate to see
two cars get torn up.”

York was upset with Clements
over the contact in their battle for
the win, saying after the race, “heʼs
about to see just how dirty I can
be.”  He came back to finish third.
Tyrrell finished the race in second
after being involved in the mishap
with Burns and Clements (which
also collected TJ Barron).

“I had an amazing car,” Tyrrell
said.  “My mama always told me,
this is a quote from Chase Elliott, ʻif
you donʼt have something nice to
say, donʼt say itʼ and exactly what
just happened there.”

Chris Burns rallied to finish
fourth while Gerald Benton
rounded out the top-five.

The second planned Late Model
twin race ended up being rained
out, despite the trackʼs relentless
efforts to resume the race.

The Legends division once
again showcased an exhilarating
battle for the win – this time be-
tween Brenton Irving and Aaron
Crumpler.  The two drivers ran
nose-to-tail for much of the race be-
fore Crumpler was involved in an
incident.  Irving then raced past his
father, Shane Irving, to retake the
lead late and score the victory.

“The first thing Iʼve got to say is
this victory is not about me,” the
younger Irving said.  “Itʼs about you
guys out there.  Jesus Christ loves
every one of yʼall.  Yʼall are amaz-
ing.  This is your trophy because I
come here for you guys.  And con-
gratulations to my pa, that old man
almost put it on me tonight.”

With his second place finish,

Shane Irving went on to take over
sole possession of the top spot in
points.

“I needed that,” the elder Irving
said.  “I tried to give Brenton every-
thing we could give him.  I gave
everything.  You canʼt beat that
youth because weʼre trying.  We
tried to get him.  Weʼll get us a win.”

Adam Resnick scored the vic-
tory in the U-CAR feature in a
three-way battle for the win with
Steve Sullivan and Andrew Jack-
son.  Resnick, Sullivan, and Jack-
son were nose-to-tail throughout
the late stages of the race, but nei-
ther Sullivan or Jackson got close
enough to Resnick to make a
move.

Sean Wales was declared the
winner in a rain-shortened Champ
Kart feature over Daemyn Ottaway.
Justin Hall dominated in the Mini
Cup feature to win once more.  In
Jr. Mini Cups, Chase Singletary
picked up his fourth consecutive
win, edging Morgan Odum at the
line.

Carteret County Speedway will
be back in action on Saturday, Au-
gust 11th for the Kalt Life Kustom
Karts Summer Jam, which will be
headlined by Super Truck racing.
The USAC Easter Midgets will also
be a featured act and Street Stocks
will return to the schedule on the
11th.  Mini-Stocks, which were
rained out on Saturday, U-CARs,
Legends, Mini Cups and Champ
Karts will also be in action.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Taylor Ve-

lasquez became the first repeat
Precise Racing Products DCRP
Sprint Car winner of the season by
topping Friday nightʼs 20-lap fea-
ture event at Dodge City Raceway
Parkʼs Lewis Automotive Group
Driver Appreciation Night.

While the two-time and defend-
ing track champ denied a late
charge from Steven Richardson,
Clay Sellard picked off his third
consecutive IMCA Modified feature
win as he denied Brendon Gem-
millʼs “Back-to-the Front Challenge”
that came up two spots short in
third, Mike Roach ruled the IMCA
Sport Modifieds, Dusty Witthuhn
took IMCA Stock Car honors and
Lyle Russell captured his first ca-
reer feature win in the IMCA Hobby
Stock feature.

In the 20-lap DCRP Sprint Car
feature, Turpin, Oklahomaʼs Taylor
Velasquez gunned into the lead at
the outset and led throughout to
post his second win of the year.

“With this wind, it was really
tricky at both ends,” Velasquez said
in victory lane.  “We were tight to

begin with, but you just have to ad-
just.”

After Velasquez outgunned fel-
low front row starter Cody Lampe
at the drop of the green, Ray See-
mann quickly took over second
until J.D. Johnson battled past by
the fifth round.  With Velasquez set-
ting the pace, Steven Richardson
made his way to third by the mid-
way point and battled past Johnson
for second by the 13th lap.

Working the top side of the track,
Richardson closed in for a while
before Velasquez stabilized the
lead at ten car-lengths with two
laps to go.  But a Velasquez bobble
in turns one and two gave Richard-
son one last run.  Richardson
closed to Velasquezʼ tailtank going
into turn three but couldnʼt quite
stick the top exit of turn four, allow-
ing Velasquez to take the check-
ered flag by a pair of car-lengths.

Velasquez and Richardson were
chased to the stripe by Johnson
with Seemann and Jordan Knight
rounding out the top five.  Zach
Blurton was sixth with Kris Moore,
Lampe, Jeremy Huish and Tyler
Knight completing the top ten.

In the 25-lap IMCA Modified fea-
ture, Bucklinʼs Clay Sellard raced
into the lead on the eighth round en
route to his third consecutive tri-
umph atop the 3/8-mile clay oval.

But, as Sellard raced to another
win, all eyes were on Brendon
Gemmill throughout the race as a
win from the 20th position for the
No. g3 entry would have resulted in
a lucky fan winning a 2018 Chevro-
let Malibu courtesy of the Lewis Au-
tomotive Group “Back-to-Front
Challenge”.

While Sellard raced past William
Nusser for the point on the eighth
circuit, Gemmill was working for-

ward from ten rows deep and had
cracked the top ten by the eighth
round.

Gemmill continued to methodi-
cally work his way forward in the
non-stop affair, finally making his
way into third by the 16th lap.  But
with Nick Lank and nearly a
straightaway separating Gemmill
from race leader Sellard, nine more
caution-free laps proved to be too
much to overcome.

Sellard beat Link to the line with
Gemmill settling for show honors.
Trenton Gunn crossed the stripe
fourth with Jesse Richter rounding
out the top five.

In the 20-lap IMCA Sport Modi-
fied feature, Woodward, Okla-
homaʼs Mike Roach burst into the
lead on the second round and dom-
inated throughout for his first DCRP
score of the year.

While Roach was in his own zip
code out front, the battle in his
wake was frantic with Brandon
Kenney ultimately emerging from
the multi-car scrum on the white
flag lap to secure runner-up hon-
ors.  Reigning track champ Jeff
Kaup climbed to third with Brian
May and Mike Appel rounding out
the top five.

In the 12-lap IMCA Stock Car
main event, Dusty Witthuhn snared
the lead on the second round and
led the rest of the way for his first
DCRP score since July of 2015.

Witthuhn raced to the stripe with
Ondre Rexford and Gregg Schell
joining him on the podium.

The 15-lap IMCA Hobby Stocks
came down to the final lap with
Haysʼ Lyle Russell scoring his first
career feature win just ahead of
Duane Wahrman and Reagan Sel-
lard.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Taylor Velasquez celebrates his victory with the crowd at Dodge
City Raceway Park Friday night. (DCRP photo)
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Russell took com-
mand on the second
round and kept
Wahrman at bay until
the 11th round.  As
Wahrman raced into
the lead, Sellard
joined in on the lead
battle with Wahrman
and Russell taking
the white flag in side-
by-side fashion.

Russell edged
ahead in the final pair
of corners to take the
win ahead of
Wahrman by half a

car-length with Sellard another half
car-length back in third.  Matt
OʼHair and Brooke Russell rounded
out the top five.

Action resumes at Dodge City
Raceway Park with on Saturday
night, August 18, with the Fifth An-
nual Sport Modified Mayhem event
that also includes IMCA Modifieds,
IMCA Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

Hickory Motor Speedway
The NASCAR Whelen All-Amer-

ican Series hit the famed 3/8 mile
oval at Hickory Motor Speedway
once again on Saturday night as
engines roared across the
Catawba Valley on Samʼs Club
Night at the Races!

With Twin 40 lap features on
hand the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Late Models
would be the first to pound the
pavement for race number one.
Sam Mayer in the #9M would pace
qualifying and take the pole with
Charlie Watson in the #9W on his
outside. Row two would be made
up by Annabeth Barnes-Crum in
the #12 and Mitch Walker in the
#29. Mayer and Watson would bat-
tle side by side for the first handful
of laps. Mayer would finally nose
ahead with Watson close behind.
Lap 14 would see the caution fly as
Jonathan Findley would have me-
chanical problems in his #4. As the
race restarted Mayer and Watson
would once again battle furiously
for the top spot. Contact on lap 15
between the leaders would send
Watson spinning and bring out the
caution. The restart would see
Mayer pressured for the lead by the
#28 of Chris Hudspeth. The battle
would rage for the next 10 laps until
Mayer could nose ahead. Mayer
would hang on and drive to the vic-
tory in his JR Motorsports Chevro-
let. Hudspeth would come home in
2nd with Barnes-Crum finishing
3rd. Cole Glasson in the #5 would

finish 4th with Watson bouncing
back to grab a top 5 in 5th.

Next up would see the Carolina
Custom Golf Cars 4-Cylinders hit
the track for 25 laps. The #25 of
Dennis Ward would lead qualifying
and start from the top spot with
Brian Mundy in the #6 to his out-
side. The front pair would battle
side by side until Ward would nose
ahead. Caution on lap 6 would see
the #11 of Robert Trivette hard into
the outside wall after contact with
the #29 of Allison Houston. While
Robert Trivette would end his night
on the wrecker Houston would be
able to rejoin the field. Lap 13
would see Mundy get around Ward
for the lead. Mundy would keep the
lead for the remainder of the race
and drive on to the win with Ward
finishing 2nd. Dennis Trivette in the
#28 would finish 3rd, Cody Combs
in the #9 would finish 4th, and Alli-
son Houston in the #29 would
round out the top five in 5th.

The always exciting One Design
Super Trucks would hit the track

next for 35 laps of paint swapping
action. Charlie Neill in the #26
would turn the hot lap in qualifying
and start from the front with Allen
Huffman in the #51 second fastest
starting from his outside. Neill and
Huffman would race hard, but see
the caution fly on lap 1. The restart
would bunch the field for a side by
side restart. As the field would com-
plete lap 2 contact between She-
flon Clay in the #15 and Joey
Shuryan in the #30 would send
Clay hard into the outside front
stretch wall. The ensuing restart
would see Neill get a good start
while Huffman would battle side by
side with Sawyer Frady in the #99
for second. Lap 18 would see a pop
up shower that would put a damper
on track activities. After track drying
was complete, the restart would
see Neill pull to the lead with
Dakota Slagle in the #13 charging
his way to make a run at the leader.
Slagle would battle to the inside of
Neill but would spin with only 10
laps to go. Neill would move ahead

on the restart and hold on for the
win. Huffman would finish 2nd with
Slagle finishing 3rd. Sawyer Frady
in the #99 would finish 4th and
Josh Stark in the #39 would bring
home a top 5 with a 5th place fin-
ish.

Round #8 of the Paramount Kia
ʻBig 10ʼ Chase for the Champi-
onship for the Paramount Auto
Group Limited Late Models would
roll off next for 50 laps of battle.
Vince Midas in the #14 would pace
qualifying and start from the pole
with Gage Painter in the #12 to his
outside. Painter would take the
early lead as Midas would drop in
behind in second. Points leader Pat
Rachels in the #34 would look to
work his way through the field.
Contact between Rachels and the
#12 of Mason Ludwig would bring
out the first caution. Both drivers
would be able to continue. On the
restart Midas would be pressured
by Brandon Lemke in the #22 and
the pair would battle side by side
until contact would send Lemke
spinning and both cars to pit road
for service under the caution. The
next restart would see the field
bunched once again as Painter
would get the better restart and
drive to the lead. The caution flag
would fly early and often in the 50
lap feature and keep the field close
together. Painter would fight off
multiple challenges and drive on to
his third win of the year. Taylor Gray
in the #15 would drive on to 2nd
while Dylon Wilson in the #4 would
finish 3rd. Rachels would bounce
back to finish 4th with Lemke also
coming back from early problems
to finish 5th.

The Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks would hit the track next for a
30 lap skirmish. Jonathon Smith in
the #16 would take the pole posi-
tion and start from the point with
the #77 of Mark Whitten to his out-
side. Whitten would nose ahead
and lead for the first five laps but
Smith would come roaring back
and regain the lead. Troy De-
Marmels in the #18 would follow
Smith through and give chase for
the lead. The pair would put on a
thrilling side by side battle for the
final five laps with Smith taking the
win by a nose. DeMarmels would
take 2nd with Kevin Eby in the #03
finishing 3rd. Marshall Sutton in the
#64 would finish 4th and Whitten
would round out the top five in 5th.

The Renegades would hit the
track next for 20 laps of action.
Kenneth Roberts in the #8 would
pace qualifying and take the pole
position with the #83 of David Has-
son to his outside. Roberts and

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Sam Mayer and company celebrate their victory of the first of two
twin features for the Late Models at Hickory Motor Speedway.
(SHERRI STEARNS photo)

Charlie Watson is joined in Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane
by crew, friends and family after winning Saturday night. (SHERRI
STEARNS photo)
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Hasson would put on
a spirited battle for
the top spot for sev-
eral laps. Roberts
would take the spot
until Hasson would
work his way around
for the lead. Hasson
would hold the spot
for the rest of the
race and grab the win
on the night. Roberts
would get by Justin
Austin in the #1 on
the final turn to finish
2nd. Austin would fin-
ish 3rd, Robert Di-

Vanna in the #71 would finish 4th,
and Brian Larkin in the #7 would
finish 5th.

Rounding out the nightʼs festivi-
ties would see the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series Late
Models hit the track for 40 more
laps in the nightcap of their double-
header. After the invert from the fin-
ishing order of the first event Evan
Swilling in the #18 would start from
the point with the #88 of Jagger
Jones to his outside. Jacob
Heafner in the #95 and Charlie
Watson in the #9W would make up
row two. Swilling and Jones would
run side by side for the first lap but
Heafner would press the issue
early and take the leaders three
wide. Jones would benefit from the
skirmish and head to the lead. Lap
6 would see a hard crash that
would include Swilling, Chris
Denny in the #2, Jonathan Findley
in the #4, and first race winner Sam
Mayer in the #9 hard in the back-
stretch outside wall. Everyone
would walk away from the crash
but their cars fared much worse.
The #5 of Cole Glasson had just
completed a pass for second and
didnʼt appear to be involved in the
incident but would have to retire

with mechanical failure. The restart
would see Jones and Watson go
side by side till the end of the back-
stretch when Jones would nose
ahead. But as soon as Jones had
taken the lead Watson would make
the crossover move coming off of
turn 4 and nose ahead for the lead.
Watson would turn consistent laps
and build a generous lead as Jones
would be challenged by Annabeth
Barnes-Crum in the #12, Heafner,
and Chris Hudspeth in the #28.
Hudspeth would prevail out of the
pack and give chase to Watson for
the top spot while Barnes-Crum
and Heafner would mix it up for 3rd.
Watsonʼs lead would prove too
much as he would drive on to the
checkered flag and another Hickory
Motor Speedway victory. Hudspeth,
coming off of his first Hickory Motor
Speedway victory on July 14th,
would equal his first race perform-
ance with 2nd place. Heafner
would nose ahead for 3rd, Barnes-
Crum would take 4th, and Jones
would finish 5th.

Next week, August 3-4, will see
the CARS Tour invade Americaʼs
Most Famous Short Track for the
Throwback 276 Late Model and
Super Late Model shows and also
a special Friday evening event for
the Paramount Auto Group Limited
Late Models, Pit Crew Contest, and
front stretch concert.

In two weeks, August 11, the
Bandit Big Rig Series makes up
their early season rainout with the
thrilling return of Big Rig racing.

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
on Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - They say that

winning your first race is the hard-
est victory youʼll ever secure, and
once youʼve made that ever-elusive
initial visit to victory lane there will

be several more wins to follow.
Nik Williams of Chuckey cap-

tured his first-ever NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series victory last
week, and backed that up by
sweeping both Late Model Stock
Car victories Friday on Mopar
Street Car Night at Kingsport
Speedway to make it three straight
wins.

The 21-year-old Williams was
fastest in qualifying at 15.109 sec-
onds, with Trey Bayne second
quickest at 15.169. With no invert
for the first 35-lap feature, Williams
and Bayne led the 18-car field to
green from the first row, with Dillon
Hodge and Zeke Shell in row two.

Williams jumped out to the lead
over 14-year-old Bayne at the start,
while behind them Hodge, Shell,
Ronnie McCarty, Robbie Ferguson,
Kres VanDyke, Joey Trent and
Wayne Hale battled for position. 

While Williams and Bayne were
comfortably running in the first two
positions, both Hodge and Shell
slipped backward and lost spots to
McCarty, Ferguson and VanDyke.
With Williams setting a blistering
pace out front, the race was his to
win unless mechanical issues side-
lined him. 

Williams captured the victory
over Bayne, McCarty, Ferguson
and VanDyke. Completing the top
10 finishers were Shell, Hodge,
Trent, Hale and Derek Lane.

With NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series rules specifying
the top eight finishers are inverted
when trackʼs host twin features, the
front row for the second 35-lap race
had Trent and Hodge leading the
field to green.

Trent and Hodge raced side-by-
side the first four laps before the
14-year-old Hodge, who attends
Sullivan South High School, moved
into the lead over Trent, VanDyke,
Shell and McCarty. Unfortunately
for VanDyke, the caution waved for

him on lap 8 when his car suddenly
slowed on the backstretch due to a
broken track-bar mount.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart, Trent grabbed the lead over
Hodge and McCarty. Williams
passed Shell to move into fourth in
the running order. With young
rookie Hodge fighting a tight (han-
dling) condition with his car in the
turns, McCarty got around him on
lap 12 racing off the second corner
to take the second spot. With the
door opened, Williams also passed
Hodge to move into third place.

Trent was looking good pacing
the field, but was feeling pressure
from behind by McCarty. Racing
down the front straightaway into the
first turn on lap 19, McCarty used
the inside line to take the lead from
Trent, and just four circuits later
Williams passed Trent racing up off
(turn) two for second place.

Williams quickly closed to leader
McCartyʼs back bumper and began
looking underneath him racing off
the corners, but McCarty managed
to hold his advances off for several
laps. But finally on lap 29, racing off
the second turn, Williams powered
into a lead he would never relin-
quish.

Williams went on to record his
second Late Model Stock Car win
of the night over McCarty, Trent,
Bayne and Shell. Completing the
top 10 finishers were Ferguson,
Hodge, Lane, Hale and Bryson
Dennis.  With VanDykeʼs misfor-
tune earlier in the race sidelining
him, Shell is the new divisional
points leader.

Chase Dixon of Abingdon, Vir-
ginia, has five fast-time qualifying
awards to his credit during his
rookie campaign competing in the
Modified Street class, and heʼs also
been in contention to visit victory
lane in most every race but due to
circumstances beyond his control

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Nik Williams (32) and Trey Bayne battle for position with Williams winning out and taking both late model races at Kingsport Speedway
Friday night. (DREW HIERWARTER photo)
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just hasnʼt been able
to seal the deal. But
the 15-year-old
Abingdon High
School freshman
made a bold state-
ment with stellar per-
formance in
capturing his first-
ever win, beating
Kevin Wolfe, Joey
Sykes, Rusty Clen-
denin and Hannah
Seal.

Many people say
the Pure 4 division is
the most competitive

of any class at Kingsport Speed-
way, and thatʼs possibly true as
there are easily at least ten drivers
capable of winning on any night.
But Keith Helton of Kingsport has
been as hot as the summer heat,
putting his name in talks to be king
of “The Concrete Jungle” as he
captured his fifth feature win by
holding off a hard-charging John
Ketron for the victory. Finishing
third through fifth, respectively,
were Brandon Sutherland, Craig
Phelps and Kenny Absher.

Kevin Canter of Abingdon is well
on his way to a third straight Mod 4
track championship. Canter rolled
to his division-leading ninth feature
win over Chucky Williams, Hershell
Robinette, Billy Duty and Jessie
Amburgey.

Rob Austin of Castlewood, Vir-
ginia, outran Jay Swecker, Sammy
Ferguson, Dave Strong and Kevin
Darnell to capture the Pure Street
victory.

Jeremy Mullins of Clintwood, Vir-
ginia, captured his third Vintage win
on the season over William Jones,
Tim Austin, Calvin Crabtree and
Danny Casteel.

Rockford Speedway
Jimmy McCune broke Charlie

Schultzʼs heart on Saturday night at
Rockford Speedway, stealing the
lead with two laps left and going on
to win the Must See Racing Sprint-
acular at the semi-banked quarter-
mile.

McCune, who was running third
with five laps left in the 50-lap main
event, executed a pair of perfectly-
timed slide jobs in turns one and
two to leapfrog both Jacob Wilson
and then Schultz in the final laps.

The three-time defending series
champion forced his way to Wil-
sonʼs inside with four to go and
then stalked Schultz, who led the
first 48 circuits from the outside
pole. Finally, coming to two laps re-
maining, McCune got a run to the

inside exiting turn four and muscled
his way past on the opposite end of
the track, charging into the top spot
and darting away into the Illinois
night.

Saturday nightʼs victory was the
28th of McCuneʼs Must See Racing
career, as well as his fourth of the
season and his fourth at Rockford.
He ran the closing stages with little
to no brakes onboard his car.

“I donʼt even know where to start
with this one,” said McCune, driver
of the Abeʼs Auto Parts &
Sales/B&B Machinery Movers/Rev-
X Oil sprinter. “We worked our tails
off all day on this car. We changed
every ounces of brakes … all three
calipers … bled the brakes like 18
times, and somehow it all worked
out.

“Those last five laps, I donʼt even
know where that came from, to be
honest with you,” McCune contin-
ued. “It was hard tonight, but for
some reason we started getting a
good run on the high side and
started catching the guys in front of
us. They took that lane away, so I
knew I had to go back to the bot-
tom. We used up a lot of race track,
but we got the W and thatʼs what
counts at the end of the day.”

Jimmy McCune celebrates after
winning Saturday night at Rockford
Speedway. (Chris Seelman photo)
Combined with his five wins at An-
derson (Ind.) Speedway, nearly a
third of McCuneʼs series wins have
come on quarter-mile bullrings, a
type of track that McCune simply
says suits his driving style “to a
tee.”

“I grew up doing the quarter-mile
stuff,” noted McCune. “I came to
these types of tracks 15 or 20 years
ago in a midget … maybe even
longer than that. Iʼve always loved
these little places and how you can
root and gouge for space when you
need to. Itʼs just fun, hard racing,
man.”

Schultz jumped into the lead off
the initial start and fended off multi-
ple advances from Wilson for the
first three-quarters of the race, with
only a caution flag on lap eight for
the blown motor on Joe Speak-
manʼs car slowing the roll of the Lo-
rain, Ohio veteran.

As the laps wore on, however,
Schultzʼs car got “wicked tight” until
he finally pushed too wide in turns
three and four. He led lap 48 by a
half car length, but McCuneʼs run
through turns one and two was just
too strong and Schultz was forced
to settle for second in the end,
1.114 seconds adrift.

Despite the heartbreak of just
missing out on his first Must See
Racing win, Schultz climbed from

his car with a smile on his face and
his head held high after a career-
best performance.

“With about five laps to go, the
car just started getting tighter and
tighter. Earlier in the run, the 07
(Wilson) stuck a nose underneath
me, but I was able to get back
going again and get moving
through traffic,” said Schultz. “The
lapped cars didnʼt hurt me any; we
just got a little too snug.

“Last year here, we were a lap
down in sixth, so to come out with
this kind of a performance is big for
this being only my second time
here,” Schultz added. “To finish
second tonight was a huge confi-
dence builder. Itʼs both frustrating
and rewarding … but weʼre happy
with where weʼre headed as a
team.”

Wilson completed the podium in
third, followed by Anthony McCune
and Johnny Petrozelle III, who was
the final car on the lead lap in fifth.

Even in spite of the lap eight
caution flag, Saturday nightʼs fea-
ture was completed in just 13 min-
utes and 19 seconds, at an
average race pace of 56.316 mph.

Anthony McCune kicked off the
night by scoring his second-career
Hamilton Trucking Fast Time Award
with a lap of 11.601 seconds
(77.580 mph) in qualifying. Joe
Speakman and Jacob Wilson won
their respective heat races.

Ware, Rude & Finstad Capture
Wins During ʻSprinttacularʼ: Bar-
gain Hunter Sportsman points
leader Howie Ware has done just
about everything this year but win
a feature race on track. His only
credited victory came after a dis-
qualification in a race where the
South Beloit resident crossed the
finish line in second place. Satur-
day night, Ware used a combina-
tion of speed and good fortune to
finally cross the line first in his divi-
sion's 25 lap feature race. 

The evening's Fast Qualifier,
Ware established himself as a con-
tender in the main event but it
looked like as if the veteran racer
may come close-but-not-close-
enough once again. But on a lap 12
restart, leader Johnny Robinson II
developed a flat tire and washed up
the track, opening the door for
Ware to slip into the lead. Ware
never looked back, winning the fea-
ture in convincing fashion. Josh
Thiering charged through the field
to take second place, with rookies
John Featherston, Richie Schin-
derling and Adam Cartwright
rounding out the top five. 

Aaron Rude parked his 'fabulous
Ford Pinto' in victory lane for the
fourth time this year, once again

outrunning point leader Franc Bel-
dowski en route to winning the 25
lap main event for the Miller Lite
American Short Tracker division.
Beldowski notched his sixth second
place finish of the year, which cou-
pled with his five feature wins give
him a 64 point lead in the champi-
onship standings. Shannon Stoltz
continued his recent string of suc-
cess with a third place finish. Steve
Rubeck led the race early before
succumbing to the challenges from
Rude. Rubeck ended the race in
fourth place while Justin Pearson
rounded out the top five. 

Poynette Wisconsin's Tim Fin-
stad turned in the most dominant
performance of the night during a
caution-free 30 lap feature for the
Midwest Compact Touring Series.
Finstad won his race by nearly
three-quarters of a lap, besting
Stoughton Wisconsin's Brandon
DeLacy for the win. Devon Dixon
took third place after a daring last-
lap pass of George Sparkman, who
settled for fourth. Phil Malouf
rounded out the top five.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Mark

Smith of Sunbury secured the lead
in Saturday nightʼs 25-lap 360
sprint car feature at Selinsgrove
Speedway on the fourth circuit and
drove to his third win of the season
at the track. 

The $2,000 victory was Smithʼs
25th career in 358-360 sprint car
racing at the Snyder County oval at
the wheel of the Mach 1 Chassis
No. 1. 

Johnny Scarborough made it
two-for-two in the 305 sprint car di-
vision at Selinsgrove this season
when the Bomoseen, Vermont,
driver bested a strong 32-car field. 

Kyle Bachman of Selinsgrove
scored his fourth win of the season
and 49th career in the 15-lap pro
stock main event, while Kevin Imes
of McCalisterville won $1,000 in the
15-lap roadrunner invitational. 

Jake Waters of Mifflintown, who
was seriously injured in racing ac-
cident at the track on July 3, 2016,
made an emotional behind-the-
wheel return to Selinsgrove in the
305 sprint car division and drove to
a solid fifth-place finish. 

Selinsgrove Speedway is back
in action at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 4, with the 18th annual Mach
1 Chassis National Open for 360
sprint cars paying $5,000 to win
and $300 to start out of the
$17,000-plus purse. The super late
models and pro stocks will also be
on the racing card. The rain date, if
needed, will be Sunday, Aug. 5, at

(Continued on Next Page…)
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7 p.m.
Front row starters

Colby Womer and
Eddie Strada drag
raced into the first
turn for the early lead
in the 360 sprint car
main event. Womer
emerged out of turn
two with the race
lead. Sxith-place
starter Mark Smith
quickly worked his
way into the runner-
up position. 

Womer led
through lap three,

when Smith made the winning pass
using the inside lane out of turn
four. On the eighth lap, third-place
starter Michael Walter showed
some speed and drove into the run-
ner up position. 

The raceʼs first caution flag un-
furled on lap 11 when Ryan Lin-
derʼs car rolled to a stop in turn
turn. On the ensuing restart, Smith
set the pace with eighth-place
starter Jason Shultz on the move.
Shultz got by Womer for second on
lap 15 and set his sights on Smith.

The field was regrouped on lap
23 when Mike Koehler brought out
the caution flag with a flat tire on his
machine. Smith led the rest of the
way and posted a 1.3-second mar-
gin of victory over Shultz. Derek
Locke, Walter, and Davie Franek
rounded out the top five. 

In the 305 sprint car feature,
polesitter Johnny Scarborough
edged out front row starter Jake
Waters for the lead. Waters chased
Scarborough through lap nine
when on a restart seventh-place
starter Zach Newlin stormed
around both Austin Bishop and Wa-
ters for the runner up position. 

At the halfway point, Newlin was
gaining on the leader and in slower
traffic moved into striking distance.
Newlin made a last ditch effort to
snag the lead and win but came up
a mere .28 of a second short at the
finish line. Ken Duke, Bishop, and
Waters rounded out the top five. 

A multi-car tangle opened the
pro stock race with most of the cars
rejoining for the restart. Front row
starter AJ Stroup pulled into the
early lead until fifth-place starter
Brandon Moser took command of
the field. 

Sixth-place starter Kyle Bach-
man reeled in Moser and dueled for
the lead for several laps until Bach-
man gained control on lap six.
Bachman stretched his lead in the
final laps and posted a 1.3-second
margin of victory over Moser.

Tommy Slanker, Cory Long, and
Shaun Lawton rounded out the top
five. 

Polesitter Dustin Hoffman pow-
ered into the early lead in the road-
runner race. On a lap two restart,
fifth-place starter Ryan Leister
made a pass for the front spot with
Hoffman and Will Brunson racing
for second. 

On the fifth circuit, Brunson and
Hoffman made contact in turn four,
with both of their cars receiving
damage. Ryan Zook also withdrew
from the race. On the lap six
restart, Kevin Imes took over the
lead with Bob Bussey and Keith
Bissinger in pursuit. 

In a one-lap chase to the check-
ered, Imes held off Bussey by just
.04 of a second for the win.
Bissinger, Jake Jones, and Terry
Kramer rounded out the top five.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Austin

Thaxton found himself in the right
place at the right time and came
away with his first win of the sea-
son in Saturday night's Aqua Pros
100 NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Late Model Stock Car Divi-
sion race at South Boston Speed-
way.

In earning his first victory of the
season at the .4-mile oval, Thaxton
became the fourth different driver
to visit Victory Lane at South
Boston Speedway this season. The
win equaled the one win Thaxton
earned last season at "America's
Hometown Track."

The Clarksville, Virginia resident
pulled away from his challengers
after the final restart with eight laps
to go and was never seriously chal-
lenged in the closing laps. 

Thomas Scott of Efland, North
Carolina finished second, .668-sec-
ond behind Thaxton, with Danny
Willis Jr. of South Boston, Virginia,
defending track champion Peyton
Sellers of Danville, Virginia and
Raymond Pittman III of Amelia, Vir-
ginia rounding out the top five fin-
ishers.

The lead proved not to be the
best place to be for much of the
race. Track and NASCAR National
Point Leader Philip Morris and Sell-
ers tangled on lap 40 while battling
for the lead. Morris spun again on
lap 62 while battling Mike Jones of
South Boston, Virginia for the top
spot.

Jones, who was returning to ac-
tion with a new car after having had
his car destroyed in a violent crash
and subsequent fire in a June 16
race at South Boston Speedway,
led on four different occasions. His
bid for his first Late Model Stock

Car Division win ended in a crash
with Jason Barnes of  Stony Creek,
Virginia as they were battling for
the lead with 13 laps to go.

Scott inherited the lead, only to
lose it to Thaxton on the final
restart.

The race was a highly competi-
tive one with seven lead changes
among five different drivers.

Crews Claims Fifth Limited
Sportsman DivisionWin Of Season:
Trey Crews of Halifax, Virginia
wrestled took control after the
race's final restart with 23 laps to
go and held off Jacob Borst of
Burlington, North Carolina to win
Saturday night's 50-lap Limited
Sportsman Division race.

Crews' margin of victory over
Borst in scoring his fifth win of the
season was 1.259 second.

Bob Davis of Thaxton, Virginia,
Ross "Boo Boo" Dalton of Greens-

boro, North Carolina and Brandon
Jones of Amelia Courthouse, Vir-
ginia rounded out the top five fin-
ishers.

The race was a four-car battle
between Crews, Borst, Dalton and
Jones, with Crews getting the
upper hand after Jones and Dalton
tangled on lap 27 while battling for
the lead.

Milam, Shelton Split Wins In
Pure Stock Division Doubleheader:
Jarrett Milam of Keeling, Virginia
and Daniel Shelton of Hurt, Virginia
split wins in Saturday night's twin
15-lap races for the Budweiser
Pure Stock Division.

Milam won the first race to score
his first win of the season, edging
Bruce Mayo of Halifax, Virginia by
.271-second to earn the win. De-
fending division champion Johnny
Layne of Nathalie, Virginia finished
third with Harrison Walker of Buf-
falo Junction, Virginia and Jordan

Pickrel of Keeling, Virginia round-
ing out the top five finishers.

Shelton started third in the sec-
ond race, took the lead on the
fourth lap, and finished almost one
second ahead of Layne in earning
his second victory of the season.
Milam, Pickrel and Mayo com-
pleted the top five finishers.

Jarrell Continues Domination Of
Hornets Division: Cameron Jarrell
of Amelia, Virginia continued his
domination of South Boston
Speedway's Budweiser Hornets Di-
vision, starting on the back row of
the field and driving to victory in
Saturday night's 15-lap race.

Jarrell got a good jump on the
final restart of the race with three
laps to go and edged defending di-
vision champion Tyler Crute of
Alton, Virginia for the win. Kevin
Currin of Chase City, Virginia fin-
ished third.

Holdren Remains Perfect In
Mod-4 Division: Dennis Holdren of
Roanoke, Virginia got a solid start
on the race's final start with three
laps to go and edged Jesse Yopp
of Moneta, Virginia by .589second
to win Saturday night's 30-lap Mod-
4 Division race.

Holdren has won all three of the
Mod-4 Division races held at South
Boston Speedway this season.

Cory Dunn of Salem, Virginia,
Haley Holdren and Chad Asberry
rounded out the top five finishers.

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway: One of South Boston
Speedway's bigger events of the
season is coming up as racing re-
turns to “Americaʼs Hometown
Track” on Saturday, August 11 with
the running of the Davenport En-
ergy PASS Super Late Model 150
racing program.

The stars and cars of the PASS
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Austin Thaxton hoists the winnerʼs trophy after winning the Aqua
Pros 100 NASCAR Late Model Stock Car Division race Saturday
night at South Boston Speedway. (SBS photo)
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South Super Late
Model series will
make their only visit
of the season to
South Boston Speed-
way to compete in a
150-lap race. Twin
75-lap races for the
NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Late
Model Stock Car Di-
vision competitors
will share the spot-
light with the PASS
South Super Late
Model competitors.

Rounding out the
nightʼs action are a 15-lap race for
South Boston Speedwayʼs Hornets
Division competitors, and a 25-lap
race for the regional touring South-
ern Ground Pounders series.

Registration and pit gates open
at 12:30 p.m., practice runs from 2
p.m. until 4 p.m. Grandstand gates
will open at 4:30 p.m. and qualify-
ing starts at 5 p.m. A Fan Apprecia-
tion event will be held at trackside
at 6 p.m. The first race gets the
green flag at 7 p.m.

Advance general admission tick-
ets priced at $10 each will be avail-
able for purchase until 5 p.m.
Friday, August 10. Tickets on race
day will be $15 each. Kids ages 12
and under are admitted free when
accompanied by a paying adult. 

For additional information about
the Davenport Energy PASS Super
Late Model 150 racing program or
any other events at South Boston
Speedway, please visit the speed-
wayʼs website at www.south-
bostonspeedway.com or telephone
the speedway at 434-572-4947 or
1-877-440-1540.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with  Five-Star
Series program on Friday, July 27th
with the Senior Champs from the
Monday Night Wild Thing Kart Se-
ries joining Staffordʼs five NWAAS
divisions in action.  Eric Berndt con-
tinued his hot streak of late, scor-
ing his fourth consecutive top-2
finish with a win in the SK Modi-
fied® feature, Tom Fearn tied Ryan
Posocco as the winningest Late
Model driver in Stafford history with
his 9th win of the 2018 season, An-
drew Molleur notched his third win
of the year in the SK Light feature,
Duane Provost came up a winner
for the second week in a row in the
Limited Late Model feature, Jason
Lafayette was a first time Stafford

feature winner in the Street Stock
feature, and Brian Sullivan won the
Wild Thing Karts Sr. Champs exhi-
bition feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Tyler Hines and Tom
Bolles were side by side for the
lead at the start. Michael Gervais,
Jr. did a 360 spin in turn 3 on the
first lap but he kept going and the
race stayed green.  Glen Reen and
Stephen Kopcik were side by side
for third.  Cory DiMatteo brought
the caution out with 4 laps com-
plete by getting into the turn 3 wall. 

Hines and Reen were side by
side for the lead but coming out of
turn 4, several cars touched and
Matt Galko, Joey Cipriano, and
Matt Vassar all went through the in-
field with several other cars also in-
volved to bring the caution out with
5 laps complete.

Hines took the lead back under
green with Kopcik taking second.
Eric Berndt and Reen were side by
side for third with Galko and
Michael Christopher, Jr. side by
side for fifth.  Chase Dowling was
on the charge as he moved into
sixth right behind Christopher, Jr.

Berndt got around Kopcik for
second and he took the lead from
Hines on lap-16.  Kopcik followed
suit and he went by Hines to move
into second.  Christopher, Jr. was
now fourth with Dowling, Reen,
Galko, and Ronnie Williams lined
up in a single file line behind him. 

Christopher, Jr. got around
Hines to move into third on lap-24
and Williams was also on the move
as he was now up to sixth with
Berndt still leading Kopcik out
front. 

With 10 laps to go Berndt was
still in command with Kopcik giving
chase.  Christopher, Jr. was third
with Hines and Williams making up
the top-5.  Dowling was sixth with
Galko, Dan Avery, Reen, and Keith
Rocco making up the top-10. 

Williams took third from Christo-
pher, Jr. in turns 3+4 as they were
coming to the white flag but it was
all Berndt as he scored his second
win of the 2018 season.  Kopcik fin-
ished second with Williams,
Christopher, Jr., and Dowling
rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Michael Wray went three
wide with Trace Beyer and Chase
Cook in turn 2 on the opening lap
to come out with the race lead.
Tom Fearn quickly moved up to
third and he took second from
Cook on lap-3 with Wayne Coury,
Jr., Al Saunders, Tyler Leary, and
Paul Arute all getting by Cook as he
slipped back to the rear of the field
after brushing against the turn 2

wall on lap-4. 
Fearn was all over the back

bumper of Wray looking for the lead
but Wray was able to fend off his
challenges.  Fearn was able to get
around Wray on lap-7 to move to
the lead.  Coury was still third with
Al Saunders and Leary making up
the top-5.  Right behind Leary in
sixth was Paul Arute. 

Wray wasnʼt going away quietly
as he was hounding Fearn for the
lead and he gave Fearn a small
shot to the bumper on lap-11 as
they raced through turns 3+4.  Paul
Varricchio, Jr. spun coming out of
turn 4 to bring the caution with 16
laps complete.

Paul Arute backed into the turn
1 wall on the restart to bring the
caution right back out.  Wray was
able to stay with Fearn side by side
for a lap before settling back into
second.  Coury made a move to
the inside of Wray on lap-19 to
move into second.  Leary followed
in the tire tracks of Coury and he
pulled alongside Wray for third on
lap-19 and he took third at the line
on lap-20.  Leary cleared Wray on
lap-21 with Glen Reen right behind
Wray in fifth with Fearn continuing
to lead Coury.

Wray got back by Leary to move
back into third and Reen followed
him through into fourth to drop
Leary back to fifth.  Fearn took the
checkered flag to pick up his 9th
win of the 2018 season.  With the
victory, Fearn tied Ryan Posocco
as the winningest Late Model driv-
ers in Stafford history with 45 ca-
reer feature wins.  Coury finished
second with Wray, Reen, and Leary
rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature event, there was a pileup of
cars in turn 2 involving Teddy
Hodgdon, Mikey Flynn, Alexander
Pearl, Chris Matthews, and Todd
Douillard that brought the caution
out right after the race start. 

On the restart, Brett Gonyaw
took the lead but Andrew Molleur
streaked to the inside of Gonyaw
and took the lead at the line.  Mar-
cello Rufrano and Bob Charland
were side by side for third with
Bryan Narducci and Mark Bakaj
quickly moving into a side by side
duel for fifth.

With 4 laps complete Molleur
was leading Gonyaw, Rufrano,
Bakaj, Narducci, and Charland in a
single file line.  Wesley Prucker
brought the caution out with 6 laps
complete by coming to a stop at the
exit of turn 2.

Molleur took the lead back under
green with Rufrano behind him in
second.  Narducci was side by side
with Gonyaw for third with Bakaj

right behind them in fifth.  Gonyaw
got clear of Narducci on lap-10 and
Bakaj got by Narducci on lap-11 to
move into fourth and drop Narducci
back to fifth with Molleur pulling
away from Rufrano out front.  The
caution came out with 14 laps com-
plete for a spin coming out of turn 2
by Pearl that collected the cars of
Ed Chicoski and Glenn Bartkowski.

Molleur took the lead on the
restart with Rufrano moving into
second.  Gonyaw and Bakaj were
side by side for third with Bakaj tak-
ing the spot on lap-16.  Narducci
followed Bakaj around Gonyaw in
the outside lane to move into fourth
as Gonyawʼs car dropped off the
pace with 2 laps to go. 

Bakaj and Rufrano touched in
turn 3 with Rufrano spinning to
bring the caution out and set up a
green white checkered finish.
Bakaj was sent to the rear of the
field for the contact with Rufrano. 

Molleur took the lead with Flynn
charging in to second and he
nearly took the lead from Molleur
as they came out of turn 4 to the
white flag.  Molleur led Flynn to the
checkered flag to pick up his third
win of the 2018 season.  Narducci
finished third with Matthews and
Prucker rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Steven Midford took
the lead at the green flag with Gary
Patnode and R.J. Surdell side by
side for second and Duane Provost
and Ryan Fearn side by side for
fourth.  Fearn moved into second
on the outside lane on the second
lap and he took the lead from Mid-
ford in turn 2 on lap-3.  Surdell fol-
lowed Fearn through and took
second with Provost side by side
with Patnode for third.  The caution
came out with 4 laps complete for a
spin in turns 1+2 by Andy March-
ese.

Fearn took the lead on the
restart with Provost moving into
second.  Jeremy Lavoie moved into
third with Surdell back to fourth and
Patnode back to fifth.  Provost was
starting to close down the gap to
Fearn for the lead with Lavoie clos-
ing in on the lead duo.

Provost made a move to the in-
side of Fearn on lap-9 coming out
of turn 4 but he couldnʼt make the
pass stick and he settled back in to
line in second.  At the halfway
point, the top-3 of Fearn, Provost,
and Lavoie were running nose to
tail in a 3-car train for the lead. 

Provost again tried a move com-
ing out of turn 4 on lap-16 but
couldnʼt make the pass stick.
Provost made the move to the in-
side of Fearn stick on lap-17 as he

(Continued on Next Page…)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k



(Continued…)

was able to pull
alongside Fearn and
he took the lead on
lap-18.  Fearn and
Lavoie were now side
by side for second
with Lavoie getting
clear of Fearn as they
hit the line for 2 laps
to go.  Provost led
Lavoie to the line to
pick up his second
consecutive win and
third win of the 2018
season.  Fearn fin-
ished third with Sur-
dell and Matt

Clement rounding out the top-5.
In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-

ture event, Samantha Anderson led
the field to the green but she
brought the caution out before a lap
could be completed with a spin in
turn 4.

Jason Lafayette took the lead
with the race back under green with
Meghan Fuller moving into sec-
ond.  Brandon Michael was third
with George Bessette, Jr. all over
his back bumper in fourth and
Travis Hydar was fifth.

Bessette was able to make a
move to the inside of Michael to
take third on lap-9 after working
him over for several laps.  Fuller
closed in on the bumper of
Lafayette but couldnʼt make a pass
for the lead as Lafayette scored his
first career victory at Stafford. 

Following post-race inspection,
Fullerʼs car failed post-race weight
inspection and she was penalized
to the last place finishing car, one
position for every pound the car
was underweight.  The new top-5
consisted of Bessette, Michael,
Hydar and Mike Hopkins.

In the 20-lap Senior Champs
Wild Thing Karts feature, Tim and
Brian Sullivan took over the top-2
spots ag the green flag with Tim
leading lap-1.  Mike Perry was third
and looking to split the Sullivans
with Ryan Borges in fourth and
Lucas Leone in fifth. 

Brian Sullivan moved to the front
on lap-xx with Tim Sullivan falling
back to second.  Borges was third
with Nick Hadden up to fourth and
Ryan Kendall up to fifth.

Hadden took second from Tim
Sullivan on lap-12 while behind
them, Kendall, Perry, Alex Co-
lasanto and Lucas Leone were 4-
wide for fifth place with Kendall
coming away with the position. 

Hadden couldnʼt get close to
Brian Sullivan as Sullivan took the
checkered flag.  Borges finished
third with Tim Sullivan and Perry

rounding out the top-5.
For more information contact the

Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Tri State Speedway
HAUBSTADT, IN - Tri-State

Speedway hosted the Grand Finale
for the 2018 NOS Energy Drink In-
diana Sprint Week. The seventh
and final event sanctioned by the
USAC-AMSOIL Sprint Car Series
provided a tight three car battle in
the feature. Six of the 42 drivers
present were also challengers for
the Indiana Sprint Week Crown. A
Bridgeport rocking chair was wait-
ing for the champion. 

There was unparallel excitement
for a full house to watch. Twenty-
four cars would start the 30 lap

sprint car feature. Sprint Week
points leader Chris Windom sat on
the outside pole and needed a fifth
place or better finish to wrap up the
championship. The two closest ri-
vals for the title would start on the
pole and sixth. 

The race favorites were all in the
first few rows. Fireworks exploded
above the parade lap and after the
smoke cleared, the green flag fell
over a highly charged field.

Chris Windom grabbed the lead
with Chase Stockon powering up to
take second. Dave Darland was
third. The pace was rapid and the
green stayed out for 14 laps. The
yellow appeared for Daron Clay-
tonâ ʼs stopped car. It was taken to
the work area with a flat rear tire. 

Three cars got together on the
restart. After another restart
Thomas Meseraull and Robert Bal-

lou were involved in an accident on
lap 18 after which both cars went to
the pits with heavy damage.

It was decision time! Veteran
Dave Darland made his first major
move in sliding by Chase Stockon
in turn one to take second. On the
24th lap Darland also passed Win-
dom to take the lead. The result
would be another career victory for
the Peopleʼs Champion. Windom
would finish second. Chase
Stockon was third. Fastest Qualifier
Kevin Thomas Jr. and C.J. Leary
would round out the top five.

Post race ceremonies blanketed
the front stretch. Darland was the
first to take the microphone. “A win
at Haubstadt. Never thought I
would say that. Tonight was great.
Unbelievable” It was the USAC dri-
verʼs second win during Sprint
Week this year.
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