
JJoohhnnssoonn
GGeettss  BBaacckk
oonn  TTrraacckk

wwii tthh
CChhaarr lloott ttee

WWiinn

Josh Richards Scores Big

Payday in Pennsylvania

Joey Logano Drives

700 Laps for

NASCAR XFINITY Victory
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The engine in
Denny Hamlinʼs Toy-
ota burped white
smoke and eventually
exploded into pieces
26 laps short of the fin-
ish line Sunday, and
he still managed to
gain ground on four
other drivers in the
Chase for the Champi-
onship.

Even with
the treacherous

Talladega Superspeedway
looming in two races, every
playoff driver – with the ex-
ception of race winner Jim-
mie Johnson – left the
Charlotte Motor Speedway
with their cars and emotions
in a twisted heap.

“Lots of things can go wrong and
today they did,” Kevin Harvick said.

Harvickʼs car developed an elec-
trical glitch that sent him to the
garage with a 38th-place finish.
Joey Logano blew two tires and
clobbered the wall each time before
finishing 36th. Austin Dillon and
Chase Elliott were involved in a
crash with 76 laps remaining. They
finished 32nd and 33rd, respec-
tively.

Martin Truex Jr., Kyle Busch,
Carl Edwards and Kurt Busch also
were involved in the Dillon-Elliott
accident, but they were able to con-
tinue. In fact, Kyle Buschʼs front
bumper was held together by tape
when he crossed the finish line with
a sixth-place finish.

“Anything can happen. Thatʼs
why youʼve got to run these races,”
Kyle Busch said. “So am I sur-
prised? A little bit. Am I shocked?
No.

“Weʼve just got to keep doing
what we know how to do and luck-
ily we had the opportunities to be
able to battle back and work our-
selves back in the position to where
we can have a good strong finish.”

Carl Edwards, who finished
12th, was happy he survived the
carnage.

“Man, my nerves are shot,” he
said.

The 12 remaining drivers in the
playoffs now head to the Kansas
Speedway next Sunday. After that,
itʼs off to Talladega – with four more
drivers getting bounced from the
Chase.

Even with engine failure, Hamlin
amazingly left Charlotte above the
current cut line for third round. And

while he was one of the lucky ones,
he canʼt help but feel snake-bit.

“Iʼm so used to it by now. Iʼve
been doing this 11 years and I canʼt
name anyone else who has had as
bad of luck as I have in the Chase,”
Hamlin said. 

“But itʼs just part of it and itʼs part
of racing. You have to have every
piece of the puzzle just perfect to
win these championships and this

is just a hiccup and luck-
ily some other guys had
some bad days today
and weʼre not out of it.”

Johnson earned a
free pass to the third
round with the dominat-
ing victory. Everyone
else in the playoffs now
feel added pressure to
win at Kansas because,

believe it or not, thereʼs a very real
possibility of even more trouble at
Talladega.

Nobody wants to go to Talladega
knowing they have to finish the
race, much less win it.

“I think each race youʼre going to
have a handful that are going to
have issues – Kansas I donʼt think
will be any different and Talladega
we know will be crazy,” Hamlin
said. “Thatʼs why weʼre not out of it
my any means, we just have a little
hole we have to dig out of.

“But in this format you can still
win and advance and some other
guys had some tough days. Weʼre
still not out of it my any means.”

The elimination process was
supposed to create more intrigue.
It clearly has created a lot of anxi-
ety for the race teams, but in reality,
itʼs revived the strategy of playing it
safe and racing for points.

Thatʼs why many drivers are sat-
isfied by a top-10 effort.

It also may explain why the elim-
ination format hasnʼt created the
expected excitement with the fans.
Television ratings have bottomed
out during the playoffs, including
the lowest-watched race in Chase
history a week ago at Dover.

Action should ramp up between
Dillon, Harvick, Elliott and Logano
since they probably need wins –
not points – to advance.

“Things happen,” Logano said.
“Itʼs part of racing, but weʼre not
out.”

But itʼs close. With the trouble
that came at Charlotte and with Tal-
ladega on the horizon, itʼs safe to
expect even more twisted heaps of
cars and emotions.
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DON COBLE

Many Chase Drivers

Take a Hit

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015
have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 12

NASCAR Sprint Cup 4 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 13

NASCAR XFINITY 5 Carolina Clash 13

NASCAR Touring 6-7 Ultimate Super LM 13

P.A.S.S. 8 ASCS 14

ARCA/CRA 9 Artic All Stars Champ 15

OnTrack 10-11 ShorTrack 16-17

ON THE COVER:
NSCS - JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP
NXS - RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP

LUCAS OIL LATE MODEL DIRT - PAUL ARCH

Kevnin Harvick had high hopes for the Charlotte race after secur-

ing the pole for the Bank of America 500, but race day came and he

finished 38th after having mechanical problems. (Nigel Kinrade

Photography photo)



Last week, Hurri-
cane Matthew brought
its rath from Florida to
Virginia. Along the
way, lives were lost
and billions of dollars
in property damage
was done. Many com-
m u n i t i e s
will never
be the
same due
to the ef-
fects of
Matthew.
Before dis-

cussing my chosen
topic of the week, I
want to express my
prayers and sympathy
to all of the people af-
fected by this horrible weather.

Matthew had its effect on the
NASCAR events at the Charlotte
Motor Speedway as well. However,
both the XFINITY and Sprint Cup
Series races were held on Sunday
as part of a doubleheader. After
watching both races, Iʼve decided
to pass out some grades for the
weekend in the form of “Thumbs
Up, Thumbs Down”.

Thumbs Up to the staff and
management of Charlotte Motor
Speedway. From the media and
fan standpoint, you have provided
weeks of opportunities to prepare

and enjoy the upcoming events in
an around the track. From parades,
VIP receptions and hospitality
events, to painting the walls pink,
the public relations, marketing, and
promotions department did a great
job spreading the word about the
upcoming races at CMS. From the

beginning of track activ-
ities last Thursday
through the final check-
ered flag Sunday
evening, the staff pro-
fessionally handled the
weather issues and
made the weekend a
welcome release from
the tragic conditions
along the east coast.

Thumbs Down to
the fans for not taking

advantage of a beautiful day and
two very competitive races at CMS.
Even though the schedule forced
both the XFINITY and Sprint Cup
races to be held on Sunday, the fan
turnout on race day was less than
spectacular. Your loss, it was a
great day to be at CMS.

Thumbs Up for the Chase for-
mat. While I have had my doubts
on whether I like the Chase format
or not, watching the races on Sun-
day afternoon made me vote
“Thumbs Up”. There were so many
“stories within a story” during both
races that keep the level of excite-

ment high. With Charlotte being the
first race of Cup Round Two Chase
and the final race of segment one
for the XFINITY Series, emotions
were certainly different in the two
races. Many of the so-called fa-
vorites in the Cup Chase had is-
sues of one type or another on
Sunday; however, they will two
more opportunities to win and ad-
vance to the next round of eight.
For the XFINITY Series, this was
the third and final race in segment
one with only the top eight eligible
to move on and compete for the
title. The excitement of the final fifty
laps with, literally, their champi-
onship hopes on the line made this
race ultra competitive.

Thumbs Up to Jimmie Johnson
and the Loweʼs #48 Hendrick Mo-
torsports Team. With your win Sun-
day afternoon in the Sprint Cup
Series race, you gave your fans re-
newed hope that you are a serious
title contender this year. With the
dominance of the Toyota teams for
the majority of the season, many
Chevy and Ford fans were losing
hope in their teams and drivers.
Anyone who thought that the #48
team would not be ready to “defend
their home turf” at CMS last week-
end was only fooling themselves.
The Chase will be more exciting in
coming weeks with many of the top
stars having to scramble to ad-
vance.

Thumbs Up to Blake Koch and
the #11 XFINITY team. Koch ad-

vanced to the second segment of
the XFINITY Chase and kept alive
his hopes for the 2016 title. Why is
his accomplishment so newswor-
thy? Itʼs because Koch and the
Kaulig Racing Team are basically
an “independent team” that only
came together before the season
began. Of the eight teams remain-
ing in the XFINITY Chase, two
each are from Gibbs, Jr. Motor-
sports, and Roush-Fenway. The
other is from Richard Childress
Racing. 

All seven of those teams have
the benefit of large organizations
with certainly more resources than
Koch and Kaulig Racing. While the
#11 team is probably not the odds-
on favorite to win the champi-
onship, the Chase format and their
hard work and dedication still give
them the opportunity and hope.
And, what a great story it would be
for motorsports for the “little guy” to
come out on top!

Thumbs Down to allowing
NASCAR Sprint Cup drivers in the
XFINITY and Camping World Truck
Series Chase races. I know, I know,
there is a rule against them com-
peting in the Homestead final for
both, but they should not be al-
lowed to race in ANY Chase race
for either series. I believe that a
driver who competes in the Sprint
Cup Series Chase for the Cup
should not be allowed to run in
Chase races. Regular season
races, well and good. But, with a
championship at stake, let the “reg-
ulars” battle among themselves for
their respective crowns. And, donʼt
give me that bull about “needing
the Cup drivers” in XFINITY and
CWTS races. Many of those driv-
ers have competed in races during
the regular season, and I havenʼt
seen any fights or disturbances at
the gates from fans trying to get in
and watch. Let the drivers in the
XFINITY and Camping World Truck
Series compete against each other
to determine their champion! Plain
and simple!

Finally, a huge Thumbs Up to
the thousands of civil servants who
have worked so hard during the
past week to ensure safety and
provide the best possible care for
millions of people during Hurricane
Matthew. 

There can be no way to properly
thank those men and women who
risk their lives every day. Your job
is a thankless job, but your efforts
are much appreciated. So, the next
time you see a policeman, fireman,
patrolman, doctor, nurse, public
works employee, or any other civil
servant, take the time to say
“Thank you”.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Real race fans were the losers from staying away from some great racing action at Charlotte Motor

Speedway Sunday. Sprint Cup ticket holders were allowed to stay for the Xfinity race too since both

races were rescheduled for Sunday after Hurrican Matthew dumped rain on most of North Carolina.

(Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

CONCORD, NC -
After Sundayʼs victory
at Charlotte Motor
Speedway, Jimmie
Johnson can proclaim
justifiably "The Boys
are Back in Town."

But for five other
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup
drivers, all of whom finished 30th or
worse in the rain-delayed Bank of
America 500, the race ended in a
medley of dire straits.

Taking the lead from Matt
Kenseth after a restart on Lap 317
of 334, Johnson pulled away to win
by 1.474 seconds over the driver of
the No. 20 Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-
ota. Johnson put his No. 48
Chevrolet in Victory Lane for the
third time this season, the eighth
time at Charlotte – the third since
the repaving of the track in March
2006 – and the 78th time in his ca-
reer.

The real prize for the six-time
champion, however, was a guaran-
teed berth in the Chaseʼs Round of
8 and the accompanying stress-
free trip to Talladega two weeks
hence.

"That is massive," said Johnson,
who led 155 laps in breaking a 23-
race winless streak, the longest of
his career. "Iʼm so happy about
that. So happy to be in Victory Lane
with this guy, with Chad Knaus
(crew chief).

"Weʼre a brotherhood on this No.
48 team, and just so thankful for
the friendship and the hard work.
Same thing for everybody at Hen-
drick Motorsports. Weʼre really
going to enjoy this."

And no doubt Johnsonʼs auto-
matic advancement to the next
round certainly will enliven the talk
of a record-tying seventh title.

Kasey Kahne finished third on
Sunday, followed by Ryan Newman
and Kyle Larson.

For 2014 champion Kevin Har-
vick, Joey Logano, Chase Elliott,
Austin Dillon and Denny Hamlin,
the Charlotte race was an unmiti-
gated disaster.

Logano blew a right front tire on
Lap 117 to cause the third caution
of the race. On Lap 155, he sus-
tained severe damage from hard
contact with the outside wall, lost

78 laps in the garage for repairs
and finished 36th.

"One was the left front and one
was the right front, from what I
hear," Logano said after his second
wreck. "Once you hit the wall once,
it kind of throws the front-end
geometry out of line, and thatʼs
probably what screwed up the sec-
ond one for all I know. 

"Who knows? I know it hurts a
lot when you hit the wall that hard,
but Iʼm glad Iʼm all right… We had a
fast car. Our car was capable of
winning the race. We drove up from
10th and were up to third and run-
ning down the leaders, so I felt re-
ally good about what we had. I
donʼt know. Things happen. Itʼs part
of racing, I guess."

Right before Loganoʼs No. 22
Ford hit the wall, Harvickʼs No. 4
Stewart-Haas Racing Chevrolet
lost power. Harvick retired in 38th
place, and spoke to reporters while
his crew was still trying to diag-
nosed the engine problem that
killed the car.

"It just suddenly shut off, and the
things that it points to are no oil
pressure," Harvick said. "Itʼs defi-
nitely not a power issue with the
battery or anything like that.
Theyʼre trying to diagnosis it. 

"I hate it for everybody on our
Busch team. They made some
great adjustments today and got
our car back where we needed to
be to run up front, and everything
was going fine. Lots of things can
go wrong, and today they did."

But misery loves company, and
on Lap 259, a 12-car pile-up ended
the race for Chasers Austin Dillon
and Chase Elliott. Trying to push
Dillonʼs No. 3 Chevrolet, which had
taken two tires to gain track posi-
tion, Martin Truex Jr. tapped the
bumper off-center to the right, turn-
ing Dillonʼs car into the infield wall.

"I tried to give him a shove," an
apologetic Truex said on his radio.
"I just turned him around like a
damn idiot."

Dillon felt the contact and was
immediately out of control.

"Iʼm fine," Dillon said after exit-
ing the infield care center. "It just
sucks. Weʼll have to work hard the
next two weeks to get the points
back. I felt like I got to third gear
pretty clean, and then the next

thing – I feel contact, and Iʼm spin-
ning through the grass. 

"Itʼs part of it, and we took two
tires there and you know the risk
when you get into it. You just hope
that doesnʼt happen, obviously. I
got to third without spinning the
tires, and I felt like we got con-
tacted. Weʼll just go on to next
week."

As Dillon spun, Elliott checked
up behind him – and right in front of
Kyle Busch, who couldnʼt avoid
contact and turned Elliottʼs No. 24
Chevrolet into the outside wall.
Buschʼs car was damaged, but
held together with pop rivets and
Bear Bond, his No. 18 Toyota sal-
vaged a sixth-place finish.

Elliott wasnʼt as lucky. The
Sunoco Rookie of the Year leader
retired in 33rd place.

"We had such a good car, and
Iʼm devastated that we didnʼt get

the result that the guys deserved,"
said Elliott, who had led 103 laps
before the accident. "They gave me
such a fast 3M Chevy and thatʼs all
you can ask for. We just have got
to go and do more of that next
week (at Kansas)."

Hamlin was running second
when his engine exploded with 26
laps left. The mechanical failure rel-
egated the driver of the No. 11 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota to a 30th-
place result.

Hamlin, at least, is in eighth
place in the Chase standings with
a cut to the top eight looming at Tal-
ladega. But thereʼs a huge separa-
tion of 16 points between Truex in
seventh and Hamlin. Realistically,
as things stand now, five drivers
are fighting for the final spot in the
Round of 8.

But any of those drivers can ad-
vance automatically with a win.
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Triumphs at Charlotte

as Five Chase Drivers

Fall on Hard Times

Winning the Bank of America 500 at Charlotte Motor Speedway,

Jimmie Johnson makes the finals for the Chase again in 2016, en-

abling him to go for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series trophy for the

seventh time. (John Harrellson/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

CONCORD, NC - f
stealing a race were
against the law, there
would be an arrest
warrant out for Joey
Logano on Sunday
night.

Grabbing the lead
from Kyle Larson after a restart on
Lap 183 of 200, Logano held off a
charging Elliott Sadler by .462 sec-
onds to win the Drive for the Cure
300 NASCAR XFINITY Series race
at Charlotte Motor Speedway, the
event that trimmed the inaugural
NASCAR XFINITY Chase field
from 12 drivers to eight.

Larson, who led 165 laps and at
one point had the lead lap to him-
self, closed on Logano with three
circuits left but brushed the Turn 2
wall on Lap 197 and fell to fourth at
the finish behind Sadler and Daniel
Suarez.

"We had a good car – maybe not
the best car… but the pit crew did
their job to keep us in position to
make  an awesome restart there at

the end," said Logano, who led the
final 12 laps in earning the 27th
NASCAR XFINITY Series victory of
his career. "It was kind of an all-or-
nothing move, to be able to get the
lead and ultimately to hold him off
and get the checkered flag. It was a
lot of fun to be able to do that."

Both Sadler and Suarez had
earned spots in the Chaseʼs Round
of 8 by virtue of victories at Ken-
tucky and Dover, respectively. Erik
Jones advanced with a fifth-place
finish and will join Justin Allgaier
(sixth on Sunday), Blake Koch
(12th), Brendan Gaughan (13th),
Ryan Reed (15th) and Darrell Wal-
lace Jr. (20th) in the Round of 8.

Eliminated on points were Ryan
Sieg (10th), Ty Dillon (11th), Bran-
don Jones (16th) and Brennan
Poole (18th).

Dillon, whose Chase started to
go awry in a wreck with Erik Jones
at Kentucky in the opening race of
the Round of 12, was bitterly dis-
appointed by his failure to advance.

"Itʼs heartbreaking," said Dillon.
"Weʼre a team that should have

been in the final round. Youʼve got
to expect things to happen, which
happened in the first race at Ken-
tucky… But youʻve got to be able to
rebound if youʼre going to win a
championship.

"We had so much momentum
coming off of Dover (where we
had) a car capable of winning the
race, but today we couldnʼt even
stay on the lead lap. Itʼs very up-
setting. Iʼve wanted this champi-

onship so bad – it just hurts."
Dillon needed one more point to

tie for eighth with Wallace, but he
couldnʼt catch Sieg, who pitted for
fresh tires under the final caution
for Dakoda Armstrongʼs spin off
Turn 4 on Lap 183. 

Dillon would have won the
tiebreaker for the final spot in the
Round of 8 based on his runner-
up finish at Dover.

Sadler characterized Kochʼs
success with start-up Kaulig Rac-
ing as "the biggest story of the first
round." Koch finished the Round of
12 seventh in the standings, three
points clear of Dillon.

Poole had a top-10 car for much
of the afternoon, but an electrical
issue forced him to the pits for an
unscheduled stop on Lap 123, and
he lost four laps in the process. He
finished the round in 10th place,
five points behind Wallace.

The series leader entering the
Chase, Erik Jones had disappoint-
ing outings at Kentucky and Dover
but transferred into the Round of 8
by six points with his fifth-place fin-
ish on Sunday.

"We did what we needed to do
today and got into the next round,
you know?" Jones said. "Just ran a
smart race, stayed up front all day,
stayed out of trouble – only had
one mistake that got us back a little
bit, but got a caution right away –
got a lucky break and finished
where we needed to.

"I think we had a car that proba-
bly could have went up and con-
tended with Kyle (Larson), but we
were just taking it pretty easy for
the most part and doing what we
needed to do today."
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s Late Pass Gives

Logano XFINITY Win,

as Chase Field Cut

to Eight

Joey Logano, after racing 700 miles Sunday, comes up on top after

winning the NASCAR XFINITY Series race. (John Harrellson/NKP

photo)

Joey Logano (12) comes from behind to race for the lead from Kyle Larson (42) late in the race. (Matt

Thacker/NKP photo)



STAFFORD, CT -
Doug Coby is the
modern day dominator
of Stafford Motor
Speedway. Nothing
that happened Sun-
day changed that fact.

Despite a delay of
a week, and nearly
seven more hours dur-
ing a rain-drenched
Sunday, Coby still
reigns supreme with a

victory in the NAPA Fall Final 150.
Coby rolled to his 10th career

victory at the historic half-mile –
now trailing only Ted Christopherʼs
12 – and extended his lead in the
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
championship standings to 20
points with one race to go.

It was Cobyʼs fourth win in the
last five tour races at Stafford be-
hind the wheel of the No. 2 Dun-
leavy's Repair/A&J Romano
Construction Chevrolet. It also
marked his fifth overall in 2016, and
22nd of his career.

Justin Bonsignore entered the
race trailing Coby by 13 tallies. The
pair started the rain-delayed race
1-2 and traded the lead early, but
Bonsignore experienced a me-
chanical issue and lost a lap on pit
road. He was able to earn the sub-
sequent free pass, and made it
back to fourth to salvage a good
finish considering the circum-
stances, but lost seven points on
Coby in the process.

Following Coby across the finish
line was Timmy Solomito and
Jimmy Blewett. Bonsingore, Chase
Dowling, Roan Pennink, Max
Zachem, Matt Swanson, Woody
Pitkat and Shawn Solomito brought
home the top 10.

The NAPA Fall Final 150 will be
telecast on NBCSN on Oct. 16 at
9:30 p.m.

The Whelen Modified Tour will
conclude its season and crown a
champion in the Sunoco World Se-
ries 150 on Oct. 16 at Connecti-
cutʼs Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park.

Myers Celebrates
Whelen Title at

Charlotte,
Preece Wins Race

CONCORD, NC - Ryan Preece
made an impressive pass by
George Brunnhoelzl III and went on
to win the Bad Boy Off Road South-
ern Slam 150 Thursday night on
the quarter-mile track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway for his third win
on the southern tour.

While Preece celebrated the
win, Burt Myers enjoyed winning
his second NASCAR Whelen
Southern Modified Tour champi-
onship. Myers, also scored his first
tour title in 2010 at CMS, won three
times on the 2016 schedule and
held the lead throughout the sea-
son.

The Walnut Cove, N.C. driver
entered the season finale just
needing to take the green flag to
celebrate and deny Andy Seuss a
third straight crown.

Brunnhoelzl held on to finish
second in the race and also pass
Seuss for second in the final stand-
ings.

James Civali finished third in the
race with Danny Bohn and Bobby
Measmer Jr. completing the top
five.

Burt Myers was sixth followed by
Seuss, Kyle Bonsignore, Jason

Myers, and Trey Hutchens III com-
pleted the top 10.

Bonsignore also secured the
Sunoco Rookie of the Year Award
competing in every race on the
schedule.

The Bad Boy Off Road Southern
Slam 150 will be televised on
NBCSN on Friday, Oct. 14 at 3:30
p.m. ET.

Burt Myers is the third champion
to be crowned in the NASCAR
Touring division and heʼll join the
other six touring and weekly series
champions from across the globe
on Saturday, Dec. 10 in Charlotte
for the NASCAR Night of Champi-
ons Touring Awards celebration. 

The event will be held at the
NASCAR Hall of Fame at the Char-
lotte Convention Center for the sev-
enth consecutive year.

Kumpen Crowned

Two-Time NWES

Champion, Gabillon

Wins Final Race of

The Season
In a dramatic last race of the

2016 season, Anthony Kumpen
(#24 PK Carsport Chevrolet SS)
was crowned NASCAR Whelen
Euro Series Champion for the sec-
ond time in his career while Fred-
eric Gabillon (#3 Tepac RDV
Compétition Ford Mustang) won
his fourth race of the season, end-
ing up just 9 points behind the Bel-
gian in the final points standings. 

“This title is so special for me. I
won in front of my fans and my
sponsors on my home track. Iʼve
been racing on this track for 20
years and I know every person at
the track. Being able to win here is
unique,” said Kumpen, who ended
up seventh under the checkered
flag in a race in which his car was
damaged in a frantic start. “I had to
win this again! I won a lot of races,
but nothing compares to today. Jeff
Gordon was here to see me race!

Heʼs such an amazing ambassa-
dor, having him here today and on
the podium with me was sensa-
tional!”

The final race of the Circuit
Zolder American Festival weekend
saw a massive crowd gathered as
NASCAR legend Jeff Gordon gave
the command to “Start Your En-
gines”, the most famous words in
motorsport.  When the green flag
dropped, it was polesitter Borja
Garcia (#7 Double-T by Nocentini
Ford Mustang) who took an early
lead. The Spaniard hit trouble with
his car on lap 7 and was forced to
retire, while Gabillon inherited the
lead and remained unchallenged
until the checkered flag waved to
close out the 2016 NWES season. 

“I had a really good starting po-
sition in second and unfortunately
for Borja, something broke on his
car. He was really fast and it would
have been a great duel for the win.
Finishing second in points is great
but we wanted more and we came
up just a little bit short,” said an
emotional Gabillon. Anthony was
very strong throughout the year.  I
am a little bit sad because it was
the last race for me crew chief
Claude (Galopin). Heʼs retiring after
40 years in motorsports and I wish
him all the best. Itʼs the second
time I finish second in the NASCAR
championship. All the RDV Com-
petition team did an incredible job
on my new car and this win is for
them.”

Marc Goossens (#90 Brass Rac-
ing Ford Mustang) scored the best
result in Brass Racingʼs history with
his second place finish and Alon
Day (#54 CAAL Racing Chevrolet
SS) completed the podium, bring-
ing home the 2016 Junior “Jerome
Sarran” Trophy.  Fourth-placed
Renger Van Der Zande (#33 Alex
Caffi Motorsport Ford Mustang)
scored another impressive top-5 in
his NASCAR debut, ahead of 2015
ELITE 2 division Champion

(Continued Next Page)
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g Coby Continues Stafford
Roll, Extends

Championship Lead

Doug Coby emerged victorious at Stafford Sunday for the 10th time

in his career. (Omar Rawlings/Getty Images for NASCAR photo)

Burt Myers celebrates winning the 2016 NASCAR Whelen Southern

Modified Tour championship at Charlotte Motor Speedway. (Getty

Images for NASCAR photo)



Continued…

Gianmarco Ercoli (#9
Double-T by Nocentini
Ford Mustang) and
Alex Caffi (#23 Alex
Caffi Motorsport Ford
Mustang). 

As Anthony
Kumpen crossed the
finish line in seventh,
he began celebrating
his championship win
celebrated in perfect
NASCAR style with a
magnificent burnout in
front of his home
crowd. PK Carsport
also won the Team

Championship with the #24
Chevrolet SS.  Bert Longin (#11 PK
Carsport Chevrolet SS), Thomas
Ferrando (#37 Knauf Racing Team
Ford Mustang) and Ulysse Delsaux
rounded out the top-10.

Eric De Doncker (#98 Motor-
sport 98 Ford Mustang) led the
Challenger Trophy classification
thanks to his twelth position under
the checkered flag. The 2016 Chal-
lenger Trophy went to, Dario Caso
(#8), who finished 16th in the
ELITE 1 Final 2 at Circuit Zolder. 

After an emotional prize-giving
ceremony in Victory Lane, the De-
cember 9th NASCAR Night Of
Champions Touring Series Awards
at the NASCAR Hall Of Fame in
Charlotte, USA, will officially close
the curtain on the 2016 NASCAR
Whelen Euro Series season.

Kumpen Gets Fifth

Win Of The Season,

Stretches His Lead To

31 Points
Anthony Kumpen (#24 PK Car-

sport Chevrolet SS) grabbed his
fifth win of the season – the sev-
enth ih his NASCAR career – on
his home track by conquering the

first race of the American Festival
Circuit Zolder NASCAR Finals.
After a good start from second
place, the Belgian took advantage
of an early contact between pole-
sitter Alon Day (#54) and Frederic
Gabillon (#3) to take the lead and
maintain it until the checkered flag.
Kumpen won by 8 tenths of a sec-
ond on a charging Gabillon, who
completed a spectacular come-
back.

“I knew Fred Gabillion and Alon
Day were going to battle if they
want to win the championship and I
tried to avoid any trouble. They
touched two or three times and that
opened the door for me.  From
there on, I was just trying to be cau-
tious, which was not very easy,”
said the 2014 NASCAR Whelen
Euro Series Champion. I made a
lot of mistakes, I may have been a
bit too nervous, I may have been a
bit to focused on trying to provide
the fans here at my home track a
great race. Iʼm really really happy
to win here at home and also com-
pete for the NASCAR Whelen Euro
Series Championship. Itʼs not over
yet and tomorrow is definitely going

to be another great race and I want
the fans to see a great show!”

The contact sent Day one lap
down and Gabillon in the middle of
the field, but both title contenders
took advantage of the yellow flag

that waved on lap 5 to allow the
allow the recovery of Martin
Doubekʼs (#5) car from the gravel
at the last chicane. In a frantic
restart, Gabillon climbed position
after position until he got the better
hand on Nicolò Rocca (#56) for
second. With the third place under
the checkered flag, the Italian won
the Junior “Jerome Sarran” Trophy.

A solid Gianmarco Ercoli (#9)
ended up fourth, while debutant
Ranger Van der Zande (#33)
scored his first career top-5 in
NASCAR. Freddy Nordstrom (#44)
brought home another top-10
ahead of Alon Day, who will start
second in tomorrowʼs ELITE 1 Final
2. The pole went to Borja Garcia
(#7).

Wilfried Boucenna (#73), Ulysse
Delsaux (#31) and Thomas Fer-
rando (#37) completed the top-10.

A contact while battling for sec-
ond on lap 10 forced Marc
Goossens (#90) and Bert Longin
(#11) to retire.

In a dramatic last race of the 2016 season, Anthony Kumpen was

crowned NASCAR Whelen Euro Series Champion for the second

time in his career while Frederic Gabillon won his fourth race of the

season. (NASCAR Whelen Euro Series/Stephane Azemard photo)
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Kumpen won by 8 tenths of a second on a charging Gabillon, who

completed a spectacular comeback. (NASCAR Whelen Euro Series

/Stephane Azemard photo)

MARTINSVILLE,
VA - With a combined
seven Whelen All-
American Series Na-
tional Championships,
five combined victo-
ries in NASCARʼs
most prestigious Late
Model Stock Car race
and countless track
championships and
feature wins, Lee Pul-
liam and Philip Morris

seemingly have nothing left to
prove in the Late Model Stock Car
ranks. 

However, both drivers will be in
the field for the ValleyStar Credit
Union 300 on October 16 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway. 

“I think I always have something
to prove,” Pulliam said. “I want to
win more than anybody else. Itʼs a
never ending deal as a racer. Once
youʼre in a sport you want to
achieve the best that you can be
and for me itʼs all about setting
goals and marks and trying to ac-
quire them.”

The field regularly includes more
than 80 of the best Late Model
Stock Cars from the Southeast.
Thatʼs what keeps Morris and Pul-
liam motivated. 

“You get the competition from all
over,” Morris said. “Thereʼs a lot of
attention thatʼs put on Martinsville,
especially for the young guys com-
ing up and even some Cup teams

that come back for it. 
“Itʼs great to be able to go and

shine against that bunch, because,
if you do, you know youʼre the best
of the best.”

“In a driverʼs lifetime he only gets
so many chances to win there, so
you want to make sure you do any-
thing you can to prevent any type
of failure,” Pulliam said. “This is a
big deal. Itʼs our Daytona 500 and
we only get to do it one time a year. 

“We put a lot of preparation in no
matter where, but Martinsville you
get to do it one time a year. We get
one shot to bring a trophy home,
and then you have to wait a whole
year to try again, which seems like
forever.”

For Pulliam, the motivation
comes from not letting the sport
pass him by. 

“This sport constantly evolves,”
Pulliam said. “Itʼs different rule
packages, cars, motor combina-
tions. Just to stay on top of it is a lot
of hard work. I think thatʼs what
makes it such an adrenaline rush.”

The ValleyStar Credit Union 300
pays $25,000 to win. The day starts
with three 25 lap heat races and a
25 lap “last chance race” to set the
field, followed by the 200 lap fea-
ture. General Admission grand-
stand seating is $30 for adults and
$5 for youth 12-and-under.

Tickets can be purchased by
calling 877.RACE.TIX or online at
www.martinsvillespeedway.com.
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el Even the Best Have
Something To Prove in the
ValleyStar Credit Union 300



EPPING, NH -
Joey Polewarczyk, Jr.
of Hudson, New
Hampshire earned his
third Pro All Stars Se-
ries North Super Late
Model victory of the
season Friday night in
the twice-postponed
Make A Wish 150 at
Star Speedway in Ep-
ping, New Hampshire.

Probably better
known near and far as 'Joey Pole
Junior,' Polewarczyk started the
race in 13th position, methodically
working his way through the field to
take the lead away from Joey Do-
iron of Berwick, Maine in the JBJ
Machine 73. Doiron had led most of
the 150-lap race after taking the
lead away from early leader Todd
Stone of Middlebury, Vermont at
the event's quarter pole.

A late-race restart erased a
healthy lead held by Doiron, then
Polewarczyk took command. In the
closing laps Travis Benjamin of
Morrill, Maine made a late charge
that came up just about a car-
length short aboard the 99 Restau-
rants car. Doiron crossed the line in
third position.

Four-time PASS North Super
Late Model champion Ben Rowe of
Turner, Maine was the fourth-place
finisher after starting 14th on the
grid. Tracy Gordon of Strong,

Maine raced with the contenders
throughout the 150-lapper and
claimed the last top-five slot in the
rundown.

2014 PASS North Champion DJ
Shaw of Center Conway, New
Hampshire drove his Precision JLM
60 to a sixth-place finish, padding
his lead in the championship stand-
ings headed into the series finale
coming up Saturday afternoon (Oc-
tober 16) at Maine's Oxford Plains
Speedway.

Reigning Series champion Mike
Rowe of Turner, Maine was the
seventh-place finisher, with fellow

Turner resident Glen Luce eighth.
Dave Farrington, Jr. of Jay, Maine
and Curtis Gerry of Waterboro,
Maine rounded out the top ten.

Heat race victories were earned
by Stone, in the G. Stone Motors
1x, and Joe Squeglia, Jr., of Derry,
New Hampshire in his Automart 03.

Polewarczyk's victory was made

possible by the twice-rescheduled,
rare Friday night race date at Star
Speedway. Due to a previous rac-
ing commitment, the Pole's Auto-
motive team was not present at the
two earlier attempts to run this
event.

Up next for the Pro All Stars Se-
ries North Super Late Models is

Championship Day, set for Satur-
day afternoon, October 15, at Ox-
ford Plains Speedway in Oxford,
Maine. Post time is 2:00 PM for the
final PASS North Super Late Model
race of the season. Joining the
Super Late Models will be PASS
Mods, a Street Stock open, plus
Legends Cars. 

Tickets are now on sale for the
annual Pro All Stars Series awards
banquet, scheduled for Friday
night, November 18 at the Hilton
Garden Inn in Auburn, Maine. For
more information call (207) 539-
8865.
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Polewarczyk Nails Down
Third PASS North Victory

at Star Speedway

Joey Polewarczyk Jr. celebrates

in victory lane after passing the

#7 of Travis Benjamin for the win

at Star Speedway. (Norm Marx

photo)



SALEM, IN - The
Winchester 400 is a
grueling 400 lap event
that tests drivers and
their equipment but
Sundayʼs 45th Annual
Winchester 400 on the
famed High Banks of
Winchester Speedway
will mainly be remem-
bered for the last five
laps that saw a driver
that went from looking

like he was out of contention to vic-
tory lane. Those final laps and the
win did not come without a lot of
controversy.

The wild finish started when sec-
ond place running Stephen Nasse
got into leader Raphael Lessard,
Lessard then got back into Nasse
slowing both cars and allowing Dal-
ton Sargeant to dive low under-
neath both cars. Sargeant and
Nasse made contact resulting in
Nasse making hard contact into the
wall and collecting Lessard, ending
both drivers days on lap 395.
Sargeant was sent to the tail of the
lead lap cars for being involved in
the yellow setting up the dramatic
five lap finish.

During the red flag while the
track crew cleaned up the Nasse
and Lessard wreck, two-time
ARCA/CRA Super Series Cham-
pion Travis Bradenʼs car was
pushed to pit road, unable to start
because of a dead battery. The
crew frantically went to work and
managed to get the battery
changed and get Braden back on
the track just before the restart. The
lap cars at the back of the field all
waved Braden by, giving Braden
the opportunity to start at the tail of
the four remaining cars on the lead
lap.

2016 Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Champion Eddie
Van Meter had inherited the lead
for the restart with 2016 Senneker
Performance Rookie of the Year
Dalton Armstrong in second.
Sargeant was in third and Braden
in fourth. Van Meter jumped to the
lead while the other three battled
behind him. Van Meter pulled out to
a three car lead with Armstrong and
Braden battling behind him. Braden
caught Armstrong in turn three and
made a daring pass on the bottom
making contact with Armstrong and
getting the second position. Braden
set his sights on trying to run down
Van Meter. Van Meter took the

white flag and looked to be on his
way to getting the biggest victory of
his career until Braden caught and
passed Van Meter in turn two after
more contact. From there Braden
got the biggest late model win of
his career.

“Itʼs a miracle that Iʼm standing
here in victory lane, “remarked
Braden. “The battery was going
dead there at the end, we got lucky
that those guys wrecked and
caused the red flag and we could
get the battery changed. We rode
around a lot in the middle of the
race and decided to save our tires
until late in the race. That strategy
paid off, I had better tires than any-
one else on that last restart and just
did what I had to do to get the win,
any other driver would have done
the same thing.”

Tempers flared in victory lane
after the race first between Van
Meterʼs crew and Bradenʼs crew,
then Armstrongʼs crew also joined
in, showing how bad teams want to
win the famed Winchester Rifle
Trophy traditionally awarded to the
winner of the Winchester 400.

Braden added, “I have to thank
this entire Platinum Motorsports
team, they worked there buttʼs off
to give me the chance to get this
win, Iʼm just the lucky guy who gets
to sit behind the wheel. To get this
win and Friday nightʼs win in the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour race at
this race track is awesome!”

For their efforts on pit road
Bradenʼs crew picked up the Pit-
Boxes.com Pit Crew of the Race
Award. Braden came from his 15th
place starting position to get the
win picking up a Hoosier Racing
Tire Performance Award and the
Hamner Racing Engines Hard-
charger Award and getting a Fury
Race Cars Lap leader Bonus for
leading lap 400.

Van Meter had never finished
higher then eighth in his previous
nine Winchester 400 starts, but
with the help of two Lucky Dog
Free Passes, Van Meter was able
to be up front for the wild finish.

“He door slammed me pretty
good there to make the pass, but at
the 400 probably anybody would
have to, but itʼs still heartbreaking,”
remarked Van Meter.  “Thatʼs rac-
ing, tempers flare, and there will be
another day.  All the crew worked
real hard, we had great support
from our sponsors, weʼre just
blessed to be able to come here

and run second.”
Van Meter would pick up the Flu-

idyne High Performance Cool
Under Pressure Award for being
able to race his way to the front and
be in position to get his second
place finish. Van Meter also picked
up $100 in lap Leader bonus
money.

Sargeant would finish in third
place, he led from lap 273 until lap
348 picking up $1900 in lap leader
bonus money and picked up a
$1000 Travelers Bonus.

Armstrong would finish in fourth
place, he picked up the Senneker
Performance Rookie of the Race
Award and the AR Bodies Cool
Move of the Race Award for his
save after contact from Braden.
Armstrong was the JEGS/CRA
$100,000 Super Late Model Triple
Crown Points Champion, earning a
$5000 bonus for that title. Arm-
strong had already locked up the
2016 Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year prior to the race.
Armstrong finished second the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Champi-
onship points.

Cody Coughlin would finish in
fifth place and claim his first
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS Championship. Coughlin
persevered through a rough day to
get the top five finish and the
Championship. First loose lug nuts
created a bad vibration which cost
him a lot of spots in the running
order after the first pit stops after
leading the event from lap 21 to lap
46. Then contact from another car
put him hard into the turn four wall
causing a lot of damage to the right
side of the car. Coughlin was able
to bring it home and claim his
Championship, becoming the only
driver to win that Championship
and the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour

Championship in the same season.
“I really wanted to win the 400, I

thought we had the car to get it
done, but I realized quickly that
wasnʼt going to happen,” remarked
Coughlin.  “We looked at the big
picture and did what we deeded to
do to win the Championship.  I am
so proud of my crew and how hard
they worked. I also have to thank
my family for their great support.
My goal was to be the first to win
the two top CRA Championships in
the same season and we did it!”

picked up the Sweet Move of
the Race Award for his top five fin-
ish working through the issues to
secure the Championship. Cough-
lin also received $650 lap leader
bonus money.

William Byron led the most laps,
127 total before contact with the
wall resulted in broken suspension
parts ending his day early. Byron
picked up $3175 in lap leader
bonus money. Byron also picked up
the VanDoorn Racing Development
Lap Leader Award. KBM teammate
Christopher Bell led 99 laps and
picked up $2475 in lap leader
bonus money. Lessard led 47 laps
and picked up $1175 in lap leader
bonus money. Brandon Oakley led
the first 20 laps of the Winchester
400 from his pole starting position.
Oakley picked up $500 in lap
leader bonus money and the
EDCO Welding Fast Qualifier
Award and its $400 bonus.

The next event for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series will be
the 2016 CRA Awards Banquet
which will take place on Friday,
January 6th in Indianapolis at the
Crowne Plaza Downtown at Union
Station. More information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS is available at www.cra-
racing.com.
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Results in Winchester 400
Win

Travis Braden celebrates with his Winchester rifle in victory lane

after winning a wild finish in the 45th Annual Winchester 400.

(speed51.com/Rick Corbett photo)



Talladega
Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL -
Talladega Super-
speedway officials are
proud to announce the
new Kids VIP Experi-
ence that offers more
family-friendly oppor-
tunities during pre-
race festivities for the
Alabama 500 on Sun-
day, Oct. 23. This
unique program pro-
vides additional be-
h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s
access for NASCARʼs
smallest fans at the
biggest and baddest

track on the planet for families that
have Talladegaʼs “Pre-Race Pit
Pass Upgrade.” 

Families who have purchased
the “Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade”
for $75, along with a Sunday ad-
mission ticket, will now be able to
sign up their kids (2 kids per 1 adult
limit) for some exclusive VIP op-
portunities at no extra cost!

To be a part of the Kids VIP Ex-
perience, all parents need to do is
stop by and sign up at the Kids Sta-
tion, which opens at 8:00 AM Sun-
day. The kids will have the option to
choose one experience – on a first-
come-first-served basis. The Kids
Station is located in between the
Goodyear Building and Pit Road
(Behind pit stalls 37-39). Kids VIP
options include:

• Reserved Kids VIP Area at the
Driverʼs Meeting Red Carpet En-
trance

• VIP Hot Lap Rides around the
mammoth 2.66 mile, 33 degree
high banks in a Grand Marshal Ve-
hicle

• Reserved Kids VIP Area at the
Driver Introductions

• Special Kids VIP NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series Guided Garage
Tour (three different scheduled tour
times)

• Kids Photo Opportunity in
Gatorade Victory Lane Prior to the
Race

“Our new Kids VIP Experience
offers a great opportunity for kids to
experience what goes on behind-
the scenes, up close and personal
at the most unique race track in the
world,” said Talladega Super-
speedway Chairman Grant Lynch.
“There is nothing like seeing an ex-
citing event at Talladega where you
become a NASCAR fan for life, and
this new added experience for kids
makes it even easier to create last-
ing family memories.”

Kids 12-and-under can attend
the Alabama 500 – the Round of 12
elimination race in the Chase for

the NASCAR Sprint Cup where the
field of eligible drivers for the title
will be trimmed from 12 to eight at
the checkered flag - for as low as
$10 in certain grandstands while
the remaining locations are $50 off
of the regular adult price.

In addition, with Talladega Su-
perspeedwayʼs commitment to
families and youth, kids 12-and-
younger will receive free admission
in all grandstand and tower seats
for the fredʼs 250 Powered by
Coca-Cola NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series race on Satur-
day, Oct. 22.

This new opportunity for kids
amplifies the already incredible up-
close access that is included in the
“Pre-Race Pit Pass Upgrade” on
race day, which also includes the
Driver Fan Question & Answer ses-
sion.

While he wonʼt be competing in
the Alabama 500, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. will be at Talladega and
will be interacting with fans as part
of the Fan Question & Answer ses-
sion at the start-finish line (Q&A will
also feature Chase drivers Carl Ed-
wards and defending Alabama 500
champ Joey Logano, along with
Brian Scott, Michael Annett and
1989 NASCAR Champ Rusty Wal-
lace).

To be a part of this event, fans
can purchase Talladegaʼs “Pre-
Race Pit Pass Upgrade” for $75
(must also purchase a Sunday ad-
mission ticket). The “Pre-Race Pit
Pass Upgrade” will be in effect on
Sunday, Oct. 23, from 8 a.m. until
the conclusion of Driver Introduc-
tions. The Alabama 500 gets un-
derway at 1 p.m. CDT. To
purchase, simply visit www.tallade-
gasuperspeedway.com or call 855-
518-RACE (7223).

*Driver availability for the TSS
Fan Pre-Race Question & Answer
session is subject to change and
without notice. Neither NASCAR
nor any of its affiliates are respon-
sible for this event*

Log on to www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com or call 855-518-
RACE (7223) for more information.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
“Daytona International Speed-

way experienced moderate dam-
age from Hurricane Matthew with
impacts to lights, speakers, sig-
nage, fences, gates, awnings and
palm trees. Daytona International
Speedway Ticket Office and Tours
and the Richard Petty Driving Ex-
perience will be closed on Saturday
and Sunday for facility cleanup. We
will provide more updates through
the weekend.

“Pictures of a past weather

event at Daytona International
Speedway have been circulating
on social media during the storm.
Those pictures are from a weather
event in 2009. There was no flood
damage to the facility from Hurri-
cane Matthew.

“We are working with local, re-
gional and state officials on recov-
ery efforts following Hurricane
Matthew. Daytona International
Speedway is once again serving as
a staging site for Florida Power &
Light crews. Our thoughts and
prayers are with everyone who has
been impacted by this weather sys-
tem.”

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - Kansas

Speedway announced today that
2016 Olympic medalist Nico Her-
nandez has been named Grand
Marshal for the Kansas Lottery 300
on Oct. 15, while lottery industry
veteran Geneva McCaffrey, who
currently serves as Kansas Lottery
Account Director, has been named
as the Honorary Starter for the
race. 

Hernandez, who hails from Wi-
chita, Kan., won the bronze medal
in the light flyweight division in Rio
earlier this year. He is the first per-
son from Wichita to win an Olympic
medal since 1984 (Lynnette
Woodard – basketball; Marc Waldie
– volleyball), and he is the first per-
son from Wichita to win an individ-
ual medal since 1968 (Jim Ryun).
Hernandez is an eight-time con-
secutive Ringside World National
Champion, a six-time consecutive
Silver Gloves National Champion
and a two-time consecutive Junior
Olympic National Champion. In ad-
dition, he is the first boxer from Wi-
chita to make the US Olympic
team. 

McCaffrey has almost three
decades of lottery industry experi-
ence, including over 10 years with
the Florida Lottery and more than
17 years with Scientific Games.
She has worked with many US lot-
teries as the account manager,
most recently for the Arizona,
Kansas, Texas and Wisconsin lot-
teries. McCaffrey has knowledge
and experience in many areas, in-
cluding the areas of
marketing analysis
and planning, cus-
tomer service, lottery
sales, prize structure,
and industry trends. 

Tickets are cur-
rently on sale for the
Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Hollywood
Casino 400 on Oct.

16. The Kansas Lottery 300
NASCAR XFINITY Series race will
take center stage on Oct. 15, while
the ARCA Racing Series presented
by Menards championship race will
run on Oct. 14. Tickets can be pur-
chased online at
www.kansasspeedway.com or by
calling 866.460.7223. 

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/kansasspeedway or
follow us on Twitter
(@kansasspeedway).

Auto Club Speedway
FONTANA, CA - NASCAR fans

will be reuniting next year to cele-
brate Auto Club Speedwayʼs 20th
Anniversary at the 2017 NASCAR
Auto Club 400 race weekend -
March 24-26 in Fontana, California.
Tickets go on sale on Monday, Oct.
10 and start as low as $39. To kick-
off the 20th Anniversary, fans can
save 50% off a Pre-Race Pit Pass
and $10.00 off of general admis-
sion tickets to the NASCAR Xfinity
300 race. Special offer valid Octo-
ber 10-14.

“This year is going to be extra
special. Come out and share your
passion for the sport and reunite
with your racing family,” said Dave
Allen, President of Auto Club
Speedway.  “Itʼs not only the fast
cars and roar of the engines, but
itʼs a full-weekend of live music,
celebrity sightings and activities for
all ages.”

With a race ticket, fans have ac-
cess to 20th Anniversary celebra-
tions in the OʼReilly Auto Parts Fan
Zone including driver appearances,
live entertainment, autograph ses-
sions, Leftyʼs Fun Zone, motocross
exhibits and other family fun.

A Pre-Race Pit Pass offers fans
the ability to walk along pit road to
see their favorite driverʼs race cars,
watch pit crews, hang out at auto-
graph alley, and on Sunday see
driver introductions and line the red
carpet to high-five their favorite 

(Continued Next Page)
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drivers.  A Pre-Race
Pit Pass is good for all
weekend and must be
accompanied by an
admission ticket for
each day fans would
like to attend.

To purchase tick-
ets to NASCARʼs Auto
Club 400 Weekend at
Auto Club Speedway,
call 1-800-944-RACE
(7223), shop online at
www.autoclubspeed-
way.com, or stop by
the Auto Club Speed-
way ticket office at

9300 Cherry Ave. in Fontana.
Ticket office hours are Monday –
Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phoenix Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Fans attending

the Can-Am 500 on Sunday, Nov.
13 at Phoenix Raceway will be en-
tertained with live music before the
start of the race as multi-platinum
rock group Hinder will perform a
pre-race concert in the Fan Midway
area at 10:30 a.m. MST.

The concert, which resulted from
a partnership between PIR and
Niner Sports & Entertainment, is
just one part of race day excite-
ment that is free to all fans with a
grandstand ticket for the Can-Am
500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race. 

The Can-Am 500 is the final
race in the Round of 8 of the Chase
for the NASCAR Sprint Cup. After
the race, the field of championship
contenders will be trimmed from
eight hopefuls to the final four driv-
ers – the “Phoenix 4” - that will race
for the championship the next
week. 

Hailing from Oklahoma City, the
group includes vocalist Marshal
Dutton, guitarist Joe "Blower" Gar-
vey, guitarist Mark King, bassist
Mike Rodden and drummer Cody
Hanson.

The group led the wave of an-
themic rock in 2005 with the re-
lease of Extreme Behavior
featuring global hit singles like “Lips
of an Angel” and “Get Stoned.” In
2007, Hinder was honored by offi-
cially being inducted into the Okla-
homa Music Hall of Fame. With
over a decade-long career, and
tours with Aerosmith and Papa
Roach, the band will showcase a
new sound as they perform for fans
at the Can-Am 500. 

The fall race at PIR has sold out
each of the previous five years and
tickets for the race are selling faster
than ever, but good seats are avail-

able online at
PhoenixRaceway.com or by phone
at 1-866-408-RACE (7223).

Sonoma Raceway
SONOMA, CA - Professional

two-wheel racing returns to the
Sonoma Raceway road course in
2017, as the wine country motor-
sports facility will host the seventh
round of the MotoAmerica
AMA/FIM North American Road
Race Championship, Aug. 11-13,
officials announced.

The event in Sonoma will mark
the first time the MotoAmerica Se-
ries has visited the racetrack, but
Sonoma has a long history of AMA
Superbike racing dating back to
1977. The facility hosted annual
AMA events from 1993-2012. 

“Professional motorcycle road
racing is part of Sonoma Race-
wayʼs DNA,” said Steve Page,
Sonoma Raceway president and
general manager. “We have hosted
epic events over the years featur-
ing some of the greatest American
riders ever to climb on a bike.
Weʼre delighted to have Mo-
toAmerica on our 2017 calendar,
and Iʼm sure Northern Californiaʼs
motorcycle community will be here
to enjoy the event.”

The AMA-sanctioned event will
take over the 12-turn course for a
weekend of high-speed motorcycle
racing featuring riders including
Josh Hayes, Rosevilleʼs Cameron
Beaubier, Steve Rapp, Chris Ulrich
and Roger Hayden as they return
to the serpentine circuit.  

"We're thrilled to announce that
our 2017 MotoAmerica schedule
will feature 10 rounds, including
two new stops," said MotoAmerica
President and three-time 500cc
World Champion Wayne Rainey.
"It's always been our goal to ex-
pand the series and we've been
able to do that entering our third
season. We're excited to be going
back to Sonoma Raceway because
it's a great racetrack with a long
history of Superbike racing.”

Sonoma Raceway will serve as
Northern Californiaʼs premier mo-
torsports destination in 2017, with
a major-event schedule once again
highlighted by the NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series, NHRA Mello Yello
Drag Racing Series and Verizon In-
dyCar® Series.

The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
makes its only stop in Northern Cal-
ifornia for the Toyota/Save Mart
350, June 23-25. The first road-
course event of the seriesʼ 36-race
schedule has become one of the
most exciting and unpredictable
each year, with 11 different winners
over the past 12 years. NASCARʼs

popular elimination-style qualifying
format will return on Saturday, June
24, along with the 64-lap main
event for the NASCAR Pro Series
West. The 110-lap Toyota/Save
Mart 350 will be the feature on Sun-
day. 

Race fans should expect an-
other record-breaking weekend as
the fastest sport on earth returns
for back-to-back weekends of the
worldʼs best drag racing, high-
lighted by the 30th annual Toyota
NHRA Sonoma Nationals, July 28-
30. The NHRA Division 7 Drag
Races, presented by Korbel, kicks-
off the drag racing weekends, July
21-23.

For the third consecutive year,
the Verizon IndyCar Series cham-
pionship will be decided on the
challenging road course, with the
GoPro Grand Prix of Sonoma
slated as the series season finale,
Sept. 15-17. 

Fans of vintage racing will have
multiple opportunities to see his-
toric machines take to the road
course, highlighted by the Sonoma
Historic Motorsports Festival (June
2-4) and the Classic Sports Racing
Group Charity Challenge (Sept. 29-
Oct. 1).  

Ticket deposits and renewals for
all 2017 major events at Sonoma
Raceway are now being accepted.
For tickets or more information, call
800-870-RACE (7223) or visit
www.SonomaRaceway.com.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Blake

Shelton, Kid Rock, Miranda Lam-
bert, Keith Urban, Brooks & Dunn,
Thomas Rhett, Hank Williams Jr.,
Martina McBride, Kip Moore, Dan +
Shay, Jamey Johnson, Chris Jan-
son, Chase Rice, Travis Tritt, Mad-
die & Tae, A Thousand Horses, Colt
Ford, Easton Corbin  Eric Paslay,
Kristian Bush, Pat Green, Margo
Price, The Swon Brothers, Maggie
Rose, Aubrie Sellers, Mark Ches-
nutt, William Michael Morgan, Mo
Pitney, LANco, Asleep at the
Wheel, Simba Jordan and more
are all set for the 2nd annual Coun-
try 500 – The Great American
Music Fest at Daytona, to be held
Memorial Day Weekend, May 26,
27, & 28, 2017, organizers an-
nounced today.  Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, the “World Center
of Racing,” will again become the
World Center of Entertainment over
the Memorial Day holiday.  The in-
augural Country 500 in 2016 drew
an amazing 75,000 country music
craving fans from across the coun-
try to Daytona.

“Country 500 is all revved up
and ready to rock!” said Festival

Producer Quint Davis.  “Year two of
this only-in-Daytona super fest will
once again feature something for
everyone, from the hottest super-
stars Blake, Kid Rock, Miranda,
Keith Urban and Thomas Rhett, to
the most classic of country legends
Hank Williams Jr., Martina McBride
and the legendary country duo,
Brooks & Dunn, who will give a rare
performance.   A total of more than
30 incredible artists will help create
an unforgettable holiday weekend
for fans in the magical world that is
Daytona International Speedway.”

Three-day weekend passes, VIP
packages, camping and travel
packages are on sale now through
Country500.com.  Fans should
plan to take advantage of the spe-
cial early-bird pricing ($185) for 3-
day weekend general admission
passes  available now through Fri-
day, October 28.

Country 500 festivities are
spread over three days and nights
of the holiday weekend, with music
programmed on two performance
stages, the massive Country 500
Stage as well as the more intimate
Bluebird Theatre Tent. In 2017,
fans will once again be offered a
full-range of camping opportunities
for virtually any budget, from pitch-
ing a tent to deluxe RV locations.
Country 500 also offers on-site
lodging and travel packages for a
hassle-free way to enjoy the festi-
val.

The two special VIP package
levels, “Crew Chief VIP Experi-
ence” and “VIP Pit Pass” have
been updated for 2017 creating
new opportunities for once-in-a-
lifetime environments for people on
various budgets, along with a lay-
away option if needed.

Fans at the festival will also have
the opportunity to get up close and
personal with some of their favorite
country stars at artist meet-and-
greets located throughout pit road
and the garages. Numerous other
features—a select festival menu
sold from food booths and food
trucks; carnival rides; arcade
games; cooling water elements;
country-and-western merchandise;
and more—will all be a part of the
festival, as Country 500 once again
transforms racingʼs greatest venue
into country music heaven.

Visit Country500.com or call 1-
844-500-FEST for tickets, camping,
parking, and other festival informa-
tion.  Make sure to sign up on the
Country 500 mailing list and get all
the festival info as it becomes avail-
able.  Customizable travel pack-
ages, on-site lodging opportunities
and hotel information are also
available at Country500.com.
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FULTON, NY -
Donny Schatz earned
his 24th World of Out-
laws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series win
of the season Satur-
day night in front of a
packed Fulton Speed-
way grandstand.
Fans from near and

far witnessed the se-
ries return after two
years for the Kenny
Wallace Dirt Racing
Experience Saturday

Night Special.
"I can't say enough about this

race, and the color pink has been
awesome," said Schatz, who
recorded his second win this sea-
son with his Breast Cancer Aware-
ness themed racecar. "It's for a
good cause, but I'm happy to find a
lucky color for me."

The series made its cameo ap-
pearance during Upstate New
York's prestigious 45th running of
the NAPA Auto Parts Super DIRT
Week. The Outlaws shared the
spotlight with the Super DIRTcar
Series, which competed in the "Win
and You're In" portion of the pro-
gram that decided the final spot for
Sunday's famed Bud Light 200.
Though the stakes were high for
the Big-Block Modified class, the
winged-sprints made history at Ful-
ton's 3/8-mile dirt oval.

The last time the Outlaws visited
Fulton in 2014, David Gravel set
the track record for 410-sprints with
a lap time of 13.711. With wet con-
ditions starting off the day, drivers
found the silver lining. In qualifying,
28 of the 32 drivers broke Gravel's
record. Eight drivers recorded sub-
12 second lap times. Gravel, who
ultimately finished 10th in the fea-
ture, said the moist track was dif-
ferent than when he initially set the
record.

"All the rain [Fulton] got put a lot
of moisture into the track, and it
made the track really fast," said
Gravel, who also broke his own
record with a 13.298 in qualifying.
"But we qualified badly. We dug
ourselves a hole, and we had to
overcome some adversity today."

The record went to Logan
Schuchart, who recorded the
night's quick time with a 12.803-
second run. This was the first time
in track history a sub-13 lap time
had ever been recorded. After the
qualifying session, Schuchart stood
in front of the timing and scoring
monitor in disbelief. He owed the

record time to the track conditions.
Schatz kept the momentum

going thereafter. He placed second
in his heat race to advance to the
dash draw. With an eight spot in-
version, Schatz started the Crafts-
man Club® Dash in the lead spot.
Using the momentum he has
gained throughout the season, the
Fargo, N.D. native won the dash
and led the 24-car feature into the
green flag.

"That was big, to be able to pull
that eight," Schatz said. "We had a
really good car in the dash, and I
kind of throttled back on my guys
from making the normal changes. I
didn't feel as good as I probably
would have liked, but you just
never know what to expect with all
the rain. The racetrack was really
fast, and the top seemed like the
best place to be. I did my best to
get around [the track]. There were
some really good cars behind us,
and that's a good thing to have be-
hind you."

Within the first lap, Schatz was
challenged by Pennsylvania wheel-
man Danny Dietrich, who momen-
tarily took the lead until the race's
first caution regrouped the field. On
the restart, Dietrich opened-up a
0.800-second lead. Schatz, slow
on the draw, found himself in a bat-
tle with Lucas Wolfe for second.

"Donny had a heck of a car, and
we thought we were going to beat
him," Dietrich said. "We gave him a
run for his money but to run like we
did on a track like this, we're happy

with that."
Wolfe overtook Schatz in turn

four of the fifth lap, but a near-cau-
tion in turn four gave Schatz an op-
portunity to make-up the spread. A
car in front of the leaders overshot
the turn four cushion, slowing down
Dietrich and Wolfe. Schatz took ad-
vantage of their misfortune and re-
claimed the top spot. He never
looked back.

"It was good to come here and
be somewhat competitive," Wolfe
said. "I was good on the restarts
and through the middle, but once
we got dirtied-up a little bit, we
never had the chance to challenge

[Schatz]. He got better and better
while I was just hanging on."

Schatz, increased his 0.214-
second lead at the halfway mark to
a 2.441-second cushion with three
laps remaining. Schatz held on for
the checkers, while Wolfe and Di-
etrich rounded-out the podium.
Schatz's last series win at the track
came on July 25, 2006.

"Thank you fans for sticking with
it," Schatz said. "The camaraderie
with the fans was just great. Also,
the track people. Obviously it was
not the best of conditions, but it
hardly ever is anymore. We just en-
joyed it the best we could."
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Donny Schatz emerges from his car victorious after his car after

winning at Fulton Speedway, his 24th victory of the 2016 season.

(www.twitter.com/WorldofOutlaws photo)



IMPERIAL, PA -
Josh Richards roared
to the lead on lap 25
and never looked back
- winning his second
career Pittsburgher
100. The victory for his
team was worth
$20,000 on Saturday
night at Pittsburgh's
Pennsylvania Motor
Speedway. Richards
took over the point
from the early pace-
setter and new track

record holder, Michael Norris. 
Richards' Mark Richards Rac-

ing/Race Engines/Rocket Chassis
house-car captured his sixth Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series win of
the season over Scott Bloomquist,
Gregg Satterlee, Don O'Neal, and
Jimmy Owens.

Norris was making his first ca-
reer LOLMDS start and looked
strong early on in the race, but
Richards went by him on lap 25.
O'Neal then got by Norris for sec-
ond as Bloomquist - who started
tenth - began to make his way to
the front. 

The 28-year-old Richards held a
healthy lead despite several cau-
tion flags in the first half of the race.
O'Neal and Bloomquist had a ter-
rific side-by-side race for second

for several laps, but Bloomquist
was finally able to clear O'Neal for
the runner-up spot on lap 61.

With no caution flags for the sec-
ond half of the 100-lap event,
Bloomquist constantly cut into
Richards' advantage, but Richards
was able to maneuver around traf-
fic and keep enough of distance
between him and the current
LOLMDS point leader to claim the
win.

"It feels good to win this race for
a second time. This is my favorite
race track. I have said this since I
was little. There is nowhere else
like it. It's a great place to race at.
The fans are great. Our hearts go
out to Mike Farr who passed away
last night and to John Flinner for a
speedy recovery. We are hoping
that John is ok and will get back in
a race car soon," said the winner
afterwards.

"I gambled on tires, and I didn't
know how it would turn out. At the
end of the race I started to lose it a
little. I couldn't roll through the top
like I did earlier in the race. I knew
when I saw Scott [Bloomquist] on
the board that he would be coming
too."

Bloomquist was looking for an
unprecedented sixth Pittsburgher
100 win, but came across the finish
line in second. "I had a good car all

night. Our Andy Durham Race En-
gine ran well all night. Thanks to
Crop Production Services, Reece
Monument, Steve Sorbera Chiro-
practic, Horton Coal, and the rest of
our sponsors who make this possi-
ble."

Satterlee started 14th and
thrilled his home-state fans with his
third place finish for the Satterlee
Petroleum/Rocket Chassis. "We
didn't have enough for those two
guys up front. From the position we
started off, our night turned out
well. I got behind when we qualified
and made some questionable
moves in the heat race. We started
too far back. You can't give these
guys that much real estate ahead
of you. We changed all four corners

on the car after the heat race and it
paid off," said Satterlee who joined
Richards and Bloomquist on the
podium.

Completing the top ten were
Dennis Erb Jr., Tim McCreadie,
Earl Pearson Jr., Darrell Lanigan
and Michael Norris.

In preliminary action, Michael
Norris set the overall Miller Welders
Fast Time (Group A) amongst the
46 entrants, with a lap of 17.106
seconds. Jon Mollick set the fastest
time in Group B with a time of
17.746 seconds. Michael Norris,
Josh Richards, Earl Pearson Jr.
and Tim McCreadie won their re-
spective heat races. Rick Eckert
and Jared Miley won their respec-
tive B-Mains.
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BULLS GAP, TN -
After talking with offi-
cials from the Carolina
Clash Super Late
Model Series, “Border
Wars at The Gap”
scheduled for Satur-
day, Oct. 8 at Volun-
teer Speedway has
been canceled due to
a conflict with a Super
Late Model show in
East Tennessee at an-
other track that later
scheduled on the

same date.
“When we released our 2016

racing schedule back on Dec. 10,
2015, we had carefully made cer-
tain no other Super Late Model
touring series events were already
scheduled in East Tennessee on
Saturday, Oct. 8 - and there were
no other races scheduled,” said
Volunteer Speedway owners Joe
and Phyllis Loven. “The sole
reason we had scheduled a date

with the Carolina Clash Super Late
Model Series for Saturday, Oct. 8
was because it wouldnʼt conflict
with any other track. Then back in
the spring, another series and track
schedules a race for the same date
that we already had scheduled.

“Volunteer Speedway and the
other track are within reasonable
driving distance of each other, and
with drivers and race teams looking
each week at races they can com-
pete in that pays the bigger purse,
in having two (touring series Super
Late Model) races on top of one an-
other all itʼs going to do is divide
both cars and race fans. With the
decline in car count for Super Late
Models over the past few years,
there are just not enough cars in
this region alone to have two tour-
ing series special events the same
night. We regret in having to cancel
our scheduled race, but itʼs just a
matter of what makes most sense
financially in operating a racetrack.
Overall weʼve had a very good rac-

ing season at ʻThe Gap,ʼ and we
want to thank both fans and race

teams for coming out to support
us.”

Josh Richards celebrates in victory lane at Pennsylvania Motor

Speedway after winning the Pittsburgher 100. (Paul Arch photo)
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CARNESVILLE,
GA - Eyeing heavy
rainfall potential along
with significant travel
issues, officials with
the ULTIMATE Super
Late Model Series and
the Dublin Motor
Speedway have made
the decision to post-
pone their event

scheduled for this coming week-
end, October 7 & 8. 

"Hurricane Matthew has the en-
tire southeastern
coast in state of
emergency. That
coupled with the var-
ious eveacuations
and travel issues that
are involved, it really
gave us no choice.

But we are working with Richard
Bailey and his staff to see if we can
come up with an agreeable date to
reschedule the event." said ULTI-
MATE Series Director Kelley Carl-
ton.

The next event on the ULTI-
MATE Super Late Model Series
schedule is a $4000 to win / 40 lap
event at Senoia Raceway in
Senoia, Georgia Saturday, October
22nd. For more details visit www.ul-
timatesupers.com or head to one of
our social media outlets.
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QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - For the second
time in 2016, Arizona's
Colton Hardy ended
his night in the best
way possible; atop the
podium at the Arizona
Speedway in Queen
Creek with the Carlyle
Tools ASCS South-
west Region.

The eighth time
the driver of the Bandit

Racing No. 74 has appeared on the
podium in 2016, Colton spent over
half the race giving chase as Jeff
Slinkard won the drag race of the
front row for the point, but was not
able to hold off the charge of Colton
Hardy who snuck by on the 18th
round.

Jeff Slinkard held on for second
with Bob Ream, Jr. advancing four
spots to take the bronze position.
Matt Rossi from ninth was fourth
with Montana's Jeremy McCune
making up the top-five. Casey
Buckman was sixth followed by
Josh Shipley. Hard Charging from
15th, Billy Chester III was eighth
with James Mosher and J.T. Impe-
rial completing the top-ten.

Tightening up the race for the
championship even further, Hardy
now sits only 17 points removed

from the lead which is still held by
New Mexico's Rick Ziehl whose
night ended with a 12th place per-
formance. Trailing closely in third is
Bob Ream, Jr.

The next outing for the Carlyle
Tools ASCS Southwest Region will
be Friday, November 11 and Satur-
day, November 12 with the Lucas
Oil ASCS presented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network at the Coco-
pah Speedway in Somerton, Ariz.
For continued updates on the Car-
lyle Tools ASCS Southwest Region,
log onto www.ascsracing.com.

Hafertepe Dominates
ASCS Red River at

Timberline Speedway
CORLEY, TX - Sam Hafertepe,

Jr. was the class of the field at Tim-
berline Speedway's Lone Star
Sprint Shootout, earning his sec-
ond career victory at the high-
banked east Texas oval with the
American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Red River Region presented by
Smiley's Racing Products.

Starting from the pole position
for the evening's 25 lap, $2,000 to
win championship event, the Sun-
nyvale, Texas driver never relin-
quished the point. Without a
challenge the entire race, despite a

half-dozen cautions, Sam drew his
lead to 3.014 seconds at the check-
ered flag.

Beating out Kade Morton, the
runner-up finish is the Oklahoma
driver's best of the 2016 season
with the ASCS Red River Region.
The pair were chased to the check-
ered flag by Dustin Gates. Battling
most of the race with Blake Hahn;
fourth place eventually went to New
Mexico's Johnny Herrera with
Hahn in tow to complete the top-
five.

Involve in an early caution,
Chance Morton fought back to sixth
with Fred Mattox seventh. Scottie
McDonald crossed eighth with
Jared Sewell ninth. Making his
2016 ASCS Red River debut,
Austin Mundie crossed the stripe

tenth.
Bonus money was put up for the

Longest Tow and Hard Charger by
the Timberline Speedway. Brandon
Hanks pocketed an extra $200 for
his drive from Burlison, Tenn. Pick-
ing up $300 as the night's Hard
Charger was Johnny Herrera.

Up next for the American Bank
of Oklahoma ASCS Red River Re-
gion  is the 43rd Devil's Bowl Win-
ter Nationals in Mesquite, Texas
with the Lucas Oil ASCS presented
by the MAVTV Motorsports Net-
work on Friday, October 14 and
Saturday, October 15.

For continued updates on the
American Bank of Oklahoma ASCS
Red River Region presented by
Smiley's Racing Products, log
onto www.ascsracing.com.
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MOORESVILLE,
NC - Next season the
CARS Tour will see
plenty of newness as
the tour unveils its up-
coming 2017 sched-
ule. A return to the
state of Virginia, three
new tracks to the tour,
and more than ten
races in a single sea-
son for the first time
ever in series history
highlights the 2017
season. In addition to

the above mentioned, the CARS
Tour will kick off the season for the
first time ever in the month of
March, beating this yearʼs season
opener date, which took place the
first weekend in April.

“We wanted to get a little earlier
start in the season than we have
had in the past, “explained series
owner Jack McNelly. “Starting in
March lets us get a few races in be-

fore the racing season gets too
hectic around here. Weʼll host
those races in March during the af-
ternoon so our fans can still enjoy
the show in the most pleasurable
weather as possible. It should be a
great way to start the year.”

The three new tracks hosting
CARS Tour events next season will
be the all new Dominion Raceway,
Anderson Motor Speedway in An-
derson, South Carolina, and South
Boston Speedway, which will fea-
ture fresh new asphalt once
repaving is complete over the off
season. 

Fan favorite tracks Orange
County Speedway, will once again
host two events; while Tri-County
Motor Speedway in Hudson, North
Carolina will for the third year in a
row host a race in the month of
June. Concord Speedway will join
Orange County and the Hickory
Motor Speedway as the only facili-
ties hosting two events in 2017. 

“Weʼve heard from a lot of tracks
this Fall about hosting a CARS Tour
race, and while weʼd love to be able
to go to most all of them, we felt we
have to keep the number of races
manageable for our competitors.
2017 will be our third season and
as we continue to learn and listen
on how to make this series better,
we personally feel ourselves that
this schedule is our best one yet,”
noted Series Director, Chris Ragle.
“Getting back to the state of Vir-
ginia, adding a premier facility that
the competitors
would love to race at,
and working with
tracks that want to be
a part of the CARS
Tour schedule were
all priorities of ours
when we put this
schedule together.
With todayʼs unveil-
ing, Iʼd say we ac-
complished all that.”  

With two races still
remaining on the
2016 schedule, next
up for the CARS Tour

is the Cloer Construction 300 at
Hickory Motor Speedway on Satur-
day, October 29th. The big event
will feature up to an additional
$7,500 in lap money per division,
making it one of the biggest events
of the season.

For more information visit
www.carsracingtour.com or contact
the series directly at 704-662-9212.
You can also follow the tour along
on Twitter @CARSTour and stay
connected via the tours Facebook
page by liking “CARS Tour”.

Colton Hardy celebrates his win in victory lane at Arizona Speed-

way. (Ron Gilson/ASCS photo)
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2017 CARS Tour Schedule

March 11 Concord Speedway
March 25 Dominion Raceway
April 22 Orange County Speedway
May 6 Hickory Motor Speedway
June 10 Anderson Motor Speedway
June 24 Tri-County Motor Speedway
July 22 Orange County Speedway
August 26 Concord Speedway
Sept. 16 Myrtle Beach Speedway
Sept. 30 South Boston Speedway
October 28 Hickory Motor Speedway



ROSSBURG, OH
- St. Helena, Califor-
niaʼs Rico Abreu se-
cured his fourth Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions victory of
the 2016 season on
Saturday night at El-
dora Speedway; lead-
ing all 30 circuits of the
non-stop, Sprintacular
main event to officially
solidify his position on

top of the feature podium.
For Abreu, the Eldora Speedway

victory was the second of his ca-
reer at The Big E during Arctic Cat
All Star competition, holding back a
pair of Arctic Cat All Star champi-
onship point contenders, Dale
Blaney and Chad Kemenah, for a
cool $5,000.

Blaney would cross under the
final checkers just behind Abreu,
followed by Chad Kemenah, a
hard-charging Cap Henry, and Cole
Duncan. 

“Hats off to Eldora Speedway
and the entire staff. There are a lot
of cars here between all three of
the divisions (118). That is definitely
not easy,” Rico Abreu explained. “I
especially want to thank all of you
fans for sticking this out through the
cold weather here tonight. Iʼm not
real used to this. Iʼm used to Cali-
fornia weather. This is so much fun,
though. I enjoy getting to come
here and being a part of everything
at Eldora Speedway.” 

Rico Abreu started third on the
feature grid, taking command be-
fore the completion of lap one over
Dale Baney and Sheldon Hauden-
schild. The California native wasted
no time and began to stretch his
advantage right from the drop of
the green flag; extending his lead
to nearly three seconds by lap
three. Dale Blaney eventually set-
tled into second, followed by Chad
Kemenah and Sheldon Hauden-
schild. 

Abreu, Blaney and Kemenah
raced-on unshuffled, hitting their
first obstacle in the form of traffic
with just ten laps in the books. Rub-
ber started to come into play by the
mid-point of the 30-lap program, al-
lowing the racing surface to narrow
which ultimately shrunk Abreuʼs
racing lane and advantage. Abreuʼs
two to three second lead shrunk to
less than one second over Blaney
and Kemenah by lap 25, with all
three eventually racing single file

and nose to tail on a thin lane of
rubbered-up racing surface. Abreu
held on, earning a sixth career vic-
tory against the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions, equaling that
of Kerry Madsen and Kasey Kahne
on the all-time win list. 

“I knew Dale (Blaney) was get-
ting close. I probably shouldnʼt
have, but I looked up at the big
screen a few times and saw he was
behind me,” Rico Abreu explained.
“You just have to stay patient with
the lapped cars. It was taking rub-
ber and the racing line kept getting
narrower and narrower. I was able
to get around the lapped cars that I
needed to. By that time, the lapped
cars that were ahead of me werenʼt
passing anybody. I just had to
make sure to hit my marks and stay
patient.” 

Dale Blaneyʼs runner-up finish
allowed the “Low Rider” to snip
away at Chad Kemenahʼs Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
point advantage. Kemenah, a for-
mer four-time Arctic Cat All Star
point champion, will lead Dale
Blaney into the Atomic Speedway
season finale with an 18-point mar-
gin. The Alvada, Ohio, native led
Blaney by 20 points entering the
Sprintacular at Eldora Speedway. 

“Overall, it was a really good run
for us tonight,” Dale Blaney ex-
plained. “Second is tough to take
here. I mean, Rico runs really good
here so I canʼt take that away from
him or us. We really started to get
single file there, especially in three
and four, which made things really
difficult in terms of passing. Iʼm
happy with second. Things are
going to be interesting at Atomic.” 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will wrap up the 2016
season with a two-day visit to the
Atomic Speedway in Chillicothe,
Ohio, on Friday and Saturday, Oc-
tober 21-22. All Star championship
weekend will feature a full, Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
program during the two-day visit,
complete with qualifying time trials
and heat races on Friday, followed
by consolations, dash and a
$20,000-to-win main event on Sat-
urday. 

As an added bonus, a “Race of
Champions” will be contested dur-
ing the Friday night portion of the
All Star championship weekend at
Atomic Speedway. Sprint car track
champions, as well as series cham-
pions, from coast to coast are in-

vited to participate, all battling for a
$2,000 top prize.

Those seeking additional infor-

mation should visit Atomic Speed-
way live on the Web at www.atom-
icspeedway.net.
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Sprintacular at Eldora
Speedway

Rico Abreu celebrates on the Eldora Speedway victory lane stage.

(Arctic Cat All Star Media Photo)



Rockford
Speedway

The 51st Annual
National Short Track
Championships at
Rockford Speedway
were a memorable
weekend for several
reasons. 

Memorable for the
persistent drizzle that
plagued much of the
weekend and shuffled
the Order of Events.
Memorable some of
the wild accidents on
the track, including
Jake Gille's harrowing
encounter with the

Turn 3 tire barrier in Saturday's Big
8 race or the double rollover exe-
cuted by Cody Clubb and Dan
Gilster in Sunday's Mid-American
race.

But what the 2016 edition of the
National Short Track Champi-
onships will be most remembered
for is the amazing weekend exe-
cuted by Edgerton Wisconsin's
Casey Johnson. In a span of just
under 18 hours, Johnson not only
claimed victory in the Big 8 Late
Model Series race on Saturday
night, but also collected his first
ever win in the 200 lap National
Short Track Championship Super
Late Model race. 

Johnson's conquest in the Big 8
Late Model Series race was as
much survival as it was skill, keep-
ing his car in the lead pack through-
out a caution-filled 108 lap event.
Throughout the balance of the
race, victory seemed to belong to
Michael Bilderback, the current Big
8 Series point leader and defend-
ing race winner. But in a race which
saw several yellow flag laps and
after Gille's wild accident in Turn 3
with 11 laps remaining, the decision
was made by Big 8 Series officials
to cut the race's distance by 5 laps.
On the ensuing restart, Bilder-
back's car failed to come up to
speed, handing the lead to John-
son, who never was challenged
after that. J Herbst charged from
15th starting spot to take second,
while Dale Nottestad advanced
from 16th place to finish third. 

In Sunday's 200 lap Super Late
Model race, Johnson started the
race in fifth place after setting the
fastest lap in Qualifying and rolling
a '5' for the inversion. At the drop of
the green flag, West Bend Wiscon-
sin's Steve Apel jumped to the lead
from his outside from row starting
spot. Apel led the first 12 laps, be-
fore being overtaken by defending
race winner 'Driver X' Jon Reynolds
Jr. Over the course of the next 125

laps, Reynolds dominated the com-
petition, leading by as much as a
quarter of a track during one point
in the race. But with just 63 laps re-
maining, Reynolds' vehicle began
to sputter and pop, which brought
his bid to repeat as a National
Short Track Championship to an
end in heartbreaking fashion.

Reynolds' misfortune handed
the lead back to Apel, who now had
pressure from Roscoe's Austin
Nason. Over the course of the next
ten laps, Nason and Apel staged a
dramatic back and forth battle for
the lead, which ended in Turn 4 just
shy of 50 laps to go as the two cars
came together and spun out, bring-
ing out a yellow flag. Both cars
were sent to to the back of the field
as a result of the accident and the
lead was inherited by none other
than Johnson. 

Over the race's final 50 laps,
both Nason and Apel stormed back
through the field, with Nason get-
ting one last shot at Johnson for the
lead with under 10 laps to go. But
when the checkered flag waved on
the 200 laps, it was Johnson out-
running Nason by two carlengths
for the win, while Apel came back
to record a third place finish, his
third career podium finish in the
200 lap race. 

Johnson's wins in both the 200
lap Super Late Model race and the
Big 8 Late Model Series feature
were historic as well, as it marked
just the second time ever that one
driver had won both races in one
weekend (Joe Shear captured both
trophies in 1987). 

The two wins added to what has
been a memorable year for John-
son, including 15 race wins and
season championships with the
Red White and Blue State Champi-
onship Series at Wisconsin Inter-
national Raceway, the TUNDRA
Super Late Models and the Triple
Crown Challenge at Madison Inter-
national Speedway.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC – Hurricane

Matthew has come and gone,
causing no significant damage to
Carteret County Speedway.

Hurricane Matthew, which has
caused torrential flooding and sig-
nificant damage all the way up the
coast from Florida to Virginia,
moved through Carteret County on
Saturday evening and into Sunday
morning.  While much of Eastern
North Carolina was hit hard,
Matthew left little destruction in its
wake in the Cape Carteret area.

Carteret County Speedway suf-
fered no structural damage from
Hurricane Matthew and the tropical

storm force winds on Saturday.  A
couple of banners, one sign and
part of the playground in the infield
were knocked down by the winds.

“We were very fortunate,” Andy
Marquis, director of public and
media relations at Carteret County
Speedway, said.  “We know a lot of
people in the state were hit hard by
this storm and the flooding associ-
ated with it and our thoughts and
our thoughts and prayers are with
everyone affected.  We were very
lucky not to suffer the same im-
pacts here in Carteret County.”

Carteret County Speedway is
moving forward with the conclusion
of the 2016 racing season with two
races coming up at the end of Oc-
tober.  Late Models, Street Stocks,
Mini Stocks, U-CARs and Legends
will race on October 22nd in the
Budweiser Saturday Night
Shootout and Mini Stock Mayhem
will headline racing on October
29th.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website at
www.carteretspeedway.com, “like”
Carteret County Speedway on
F a c e b o o k
(www.facebook.com/carteretcoswy
) or follow @carteretcoswy on Twit-
ter (www.twitter.com/carteretcoswy).

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway con-
cluded its 2016 NASCAR racing
season with feature events for the
SK Modified®, Late Model, and
Legend Cars divisions as part of its
NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final Week-
end.  Taking down feature wins
were Todd Owen in the SK Modi-
fied® feature, Michael Wray in the
Late Model feature, and Noah Ko-
rner in the Legend cars feature.
Tom Fearn wrapped up the Late
Model track championship with a
second place finish and Korner be-
came the Legend Cars track cham-
pion with his victory.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture, Matt Galko took the lead at
the green with Mike Christopher, Jr.
right behind him in second.  Ronnie
Williams and Todd Owen were side
by side for third with Williams get-
ting clear of Owen and then taking
second from Christopher, Jr. on
lap-3.

Williams continued his charge
as he took the lead from Galko on
lap-5.  Galko was able to hang with
Williams for a lap in the outside
groove before Williams got clear on
lap-8.  Christopher, Jr. and Galko
were side by side for second before
the red and caution flags came out
with 9 laps complete for spins into

the turn 1 wall by Stephen Kopcik
and Chris Jones.

Williams took the lead back
under green with Christopher, Jr. in
second, Owen in third, Keith Rocco
fourth, and Galko in fifth.  Christo-
pher, Jr. took the lead from Williams
on lap-6 and opened the door for
Owen, Rocco and Galko to all fol-
low him through.  Ted Christopher
was now alongside Williams for fifth
but Williams was able to fend off his
challenge.  The caution came out
with 16 laps complete as Bo Gun-
ning and Jeff Gallup got into the
frontstretch wall.

Christopher, Jr. took the lead
with Rocco and Owen side by side
for second with Ted Christopher
and Williams behind them.  The
field could only complete one lap
before the caution came back out
for spins on the backstretch for
Justin Gaydosh, Jeff Baral, Rowan
Pennink, and Josh Wood.

Christopher, Jr. and Owen were
side by side for the lead with Rocco
going 3-wide for the lead at the
line.  Owen emerged with the lead
with Rocco in second and Christo-
pher, Jr. in third as they hit the
stripe for the halfway mark of the
race.  Williams got around Christo-
pher, Jr. for third on lap-22 with Ted
Christopher now behind his
nephew in fifth place. 

Rocco was all over Owenʼs
bumper for the lead but Owen was
able to fend off his challenges.
Christopher, Jr. went by Williams
for third on lap-27 with Ted Christo-
pher following him through.  D.J.
Burnham got loose and collected
Dan Avery in turn 3 to bring the
caution out with 27 laps complete.

Owen took the lead on the
restart with Christopher, Jr. and
Rocco fighting hard side by side for
second.  Glen Reen was up to
fourth with Ted Christopher in fifth.
Christopher, Jr. got clear of Rocco
into second on lap-31 but Rocco
was searching high and low for a
way to get back past.  This allowed
Owen to pull away slightly while
Reen was still leading Ted Christo-
pher in fourth and fifth. 

Owen led Christopher, Jr. to the
flag for his second win of the 2016
season.  Rocco finished third with
Reen and Ted Christopher round-
ing out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Rich Hammann fought off a chal-
lenge from Wayne Coury, Jr. to
take the lead on the opening lap.
Joel Monahan was third with
Michael Wray and Tom Butler be-
hind him.  Wray went by Monahan
on lap-3 to take over third while
Butler and Fearn both got past

(Continued on next page…)
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Monahan on lap-4 to
move into fourth and
fifth and kick Monahan
back to sixth. 

Wray powered his
way into the lead on
lap-6 witih Coury, But-
ler, and Fearn all fol-
lowing him through as
Hammann fell back to
fifth place, just in front
of Josh Wood.  Butler
made a move to the in-
side of Coury on lap-9
to move into second
and he opened the
door for Fearn, Wood,

and Kevin Gambacorta to all follow
him through as Coury fell back to
fifth.  Scot Cook spun on the back-
stretch at the entrance to turn 3 to
bring the caution out with 9 laps
complete.

Wray took the lead on the restart
with Butler, Fearn, Wood, and
Gambacorta lined up behind him.
Glen Reen spun in turn 3 and hit
the wall to bring the caution out be-
fore a lap could be completed.

Wray again took the lead with
Butler slotting into second behind
him.  Fearn was third but he quickly
made a move to take over second
from Butler on lap-11.  Butler was
able to slide into third with Coury
and Wood making up the top-5.
Wood made a move around Coury
for fourth with Gambacorta follow-
ing him through to drop Coury back
to sixth on lap-14 as Wray had
stretched out the lead over Fearn
and the rest of the pack.  Ham-
mann and Cook spun coming out of
turn 4 to bring the caution out with
20-laps complete.

Wray took the lead with Wood
moving up to second.  Fearn took
third with Butler and Gambacorta
making up the top-5.  Michael Ben-
nett got around Gambacorta for
fifth place on lap-22 as Wray
started to stretch out the lead over
Wood.  The caution came back out
with 23 laps complete as Tyler
Leary came to a stop against the
turn 3 wall.

Wray took the lead with Fearn
and Wood going side by side for
second.  Fearn got clear to second
at the line and Wood settled into
third with Coury and Bennett lined
up behind him.  Gambacorta got
around Bennett to take over fifth
place on lap-27 as Wray quickly
began to pull away from Fearn.
Wray took the checkered flag for
his second win of the 2016 sea-
son.  FEArn finished second, which
clinched the 2016 Late Model track
championship.  Wood finished third

with Coury and Gambacorta round-
ing out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Legend Cars fea-
ture, Steve Chapman took the lead
at the green but the caution came
out for a spin in turn 1 by Andrew
Quealy.  Noah Korner took over the
lead on the restart with Chapman in
second.  Teddy Hodgdon was third
with Joey Ternullo, Jr. fourth and
Glenn Korner in fifth. 

Hodgdon took second from
Chapman and he was all over the
back bumper of Korner on lap-7
looking to take the lead.  Hodgdon
made his move to take the lead
from Korner on lap-8 while Chap-
man was right behind Korner in a
3-car fight for the lead. 

As Hodgdon was coming around
to put a second lap on Quealy, they
touched and Hodgdonʼs momen-
tum was slowed.  Hodgdon then
got blocked in behind Quealy and
Korner took over the lead on lap-18
before the caution came out when
Hodgdon made contact with
Quealy and Quealy spun.

Noah Korner took the lead on
the restart with Chapman behind
him in second.  Hodgdon got back
to third but it was all Korner at the
checkered flag.  Kornerʼs victory
also made him the 2016 Legend
Cars track champion.  Chapman
finished second with Hodgdon, Ter-
nullo, and Glenn Korner rounded
out the top-5.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Lebanon I-44 Speedway
LEBANON, MO - Missouri's only

active and Nascar Sanction track,
The "High-Banks" of The Lebanon
I-44 Speedway will be honoring the
top drivers from the very competi-
tive 2016 season at The Lebanon
Cowan Civic Center on Saturday
October 29th.

Former Lebanon resident Brian
Brown will be crowned as The
O'Reilly Auto Parts Pro Late Model
Champion breaking the streak of
Young Guns for the last 3 seasons.
Brown, who took the Ozarks Coca-
Cola Missouri State Street Stock
Title in 1996 captured 3 Late Model
feature wins this season as 9 dif-
ferent drivers took home a feature
win while finishing with 16 top 5's
out of 18 feature events in 2016.
For Brown, it is his first Late Model
Title in his long career in competing
on the Asphalt. Brown will also be
representing Missouri as The 4th
different Missouri State Champion
in Charlotte, NC later this year out
of 4 Nascar Whelen Seasons.  Also

representing Missouri will be
Mandy Chick as Rookie of the Year.
Mandy finished 9th in The State
Standing while finishing 6th in the
Track standings. The 14 year old
Lady from Desoto, KS. had 4 top
5's out of 17 features this season.

Springfield's Tim Swearengin
was successful in defending his
2015 Ground-Pounding Modified
by going back to back and placed
himself in the I-44 Record Books
with his 5th Track Championship
placing himself along with Dirt
Track Hall Of Famer. Ken Essary
and Larry Phillips. Swearengin
grabbed 9 feature events in 2016 in
the very tough Modified division out
of 18 features. Swearengin cap-
tured Pro Late Model Titles in
2000-2002.

Hoosier Tire Street Stock com-
petition saw a Rookie grab the title
as 3rd Generation driver Justin
Allen of Urbana held back defend-
ing Champion Jordan Nisbett in
taking his 1st ever title. The son of
Former Modified Ace Scotty Allen
and Grandson of Bill Allen and
Modified Standout Rex Merritt took
home 5 feature wins in 2016 out of
19 starts. Allen also captured the 2
longer distance extra money fea-
tures this season and was being
tabbed as the master of the dis-
tance events pulling off dramatic
wins and late race charges while
competing in his 1st full season of
Asphalt Racing.

Coca-Cola Charger Rookie Ron-
nie Taylor of Springfield shot his
way to the 2016 season title hold-

ing back several attempts by Jerry
Ellis. Taylor raced his way from the
back of the field each week to grab
7 wins out of 19 features and had
18 top 5's along the way as 8 dif-
ferent drivers took home a feature
win in the Entry Level 4 Cylinder
class. The Class had 6 drivers
ranked in the top 100 in the division
5 NASCAR Level with over 60
tracks sanctioned by NASCAR.

Jimmy Fohn of Eldridge, a 2nd
generation driver took the Sports-
man class honors for 2016.

The Doors for The Banquet will
open at 6PM with Activities starting
at 7PM. Drivers who competed in
at least 4 events are admitted Free
and all others cost will be $14.00.
Dickey's BBQ of Lebanon will be
catering the event with a Buffet
Style Dinner. No Alcohol will be
served. The Public is invited to this
fun-filled evening as we honor our
Top drivers for the 2016 season

For ticket information call 417-
532-2060 or visit the website at
WWW.I44Speedway.Net and
check out our Face Book Page.

NASCAR Statement on

2016 NASCAR Drive for

Diversity Combine
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - “The

2016 NASCAR Drive for Diversity
Combine, scheduled for the week
of Oct. 10 at New Smyrna Speed-
way, will be postponed as the re-
gion recovers from the impact of
Hurricane Matthew. The event will
be rescheduled and those details
will be shared at a later date.”
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