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Chris Madden Dominates
at Lernersvilleʼs Firecracker 100 

Jason Johnson
Dies in Beaver
Dam Raceway

Accident



Just about every-
one was pleased with
the results of last
monthʼs restrictor-plate
package experiment at
the All-Star race.

Drivers liked being
more responsible by
wrestling with cars that
darted around in
heavy traffic. Fans
loved seeing
12 lead

changes during the 93-lap
race. And for the first time
in a long time, everyone
was happy to see the sport
try to find new ways to
break up single-file racing.

NASCAR responded by
shelving the package on
the intermediate tracks for
the rest of the year.

While it would have added costs
to used front air ducts, restrictor-
plates, larger rear spoiler and front
splitter, it may help bring fans back
to a sport thatʼs becoming too pre-
dictable. Proof of that came last
Sunday with Martin Truex Jr.ʼs
dominating victory on the road
course at the Sonoma Raceway.
Truex led a race-best 62 laps.
Kevin Harvick, who led 35 laps fin-
ished second, while Clint Bowyer
was third and Kyle Busch was fifth.

Those four drivers have com-
bined to win 14 of 16 races.

“All in all, there were three cars
that were class of the field,” Bowyer
said.

So why not try something differ-
ent?

As always, money.
“When you look at these teams

and the things that are laid out and
money already spent on research
and development, I think we can
make that package better than
what it was at the All-Star race,”
Harvick said. “In order to do that
you have to have a well laid out
plan so that you donʼt jump into
something and have to change
something else.

“But it still costs money. It is real
easy to say we should do this, but
that is real money. This is real world
stuff. Everybody agreed to go to
the All-Star race and do something
different, try something different
and see how it goes. Everybody
liked the outcome but that was play
money compared to the money it
would take to spend to do it in real
life. I donʼt consider the All-Star

race real life.”
One thing is for sure – the $1

million Harvick won at the All-Star
race was real.

So were the empty grandstands
at Sonoma, which only added to
Marcus Smithʼs frustration. Smith,
the president and COO of
Sonomaʼs parent company, Speed-
way Motorsports Inc., knows the
competition is what stirs ticket

sales.
“I donʼt understand

all of the reasons why we
couldnʼt run it two or three
or four more times but I
know a lot was put into it,”
Smith told
Motorsport.com. “I think
we saw something that is
fantastic and thatʼs the
kind of thing we need
more of. I think weʼre

moving in that direction for next
year.”

Like so many others, Bowyer
understands the need to shake
things up. He also doesnʼt want to
be distracted from winning this
yearʼs championship.

“I appreciated that we tried that
and appreciate that it showed some
promise for our future and also ap-
preciate that what we have right
now,” he said. “Itʼs just fine to be
able to go for a championship and
hopefully be a part of that with the
14 car.”

Since every team is working full-
time to get up to speed with the cur-
rent rules package, Denny Hamlin
is happy NASCAR will take its time
formulating when, and where, to
implement it next season.

“I think that the race teams,
probably, and the engine builders
were in favor of kind of letting
things be as planned – sticking with
the current package,” he said.
“With that, it allows NASCAR to
take more time to do some aero
testing and figure out how they can
make that package better.

“I did think it was a very good
race in the All-Star Race. I person-
ally had a lot of fun, but itʼs not for
every race track. 

Thereʼs only, maybe two or three
tracks that I think it really could
spice up the racing at. I think being
patient with it and making sure you
get it right the first time is a good
move by them.”

Kyle Larson also believes the re-
strictor-plate package will become
reality next year. Until then, he

hopes the sanctioning body and
race teams spend the rest of the
season working to iron out all the
kinks.

“Like I have said before, I
thought it was a great All-Star pack-
age and I think there are ways to

make it better for other race tracks
if they wanted to,” Larson said. “So,
I think with them taking their time, it
is good to hopefully hit a home run
with it someday.”

Which is exactly what NASCAR
needs – sooner than later.
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Changes Coming
Slowly and Carefully

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 9-11
Monster Energy Cup 3 ASCS 12-13
NCWTS 4 Midwest Sprint Cars 13
NASCAR Touring 5 Circle of Champions 14-15
ARCA Racing 6 OnTrack 16-17
ARCA/CRA/P.A.S.S. 7 ShorTrack 18-23
CARS Tour/SSS 8 OffTrack 23

ON THE COVER:
MENCS - CHRIS GRAYTHEN/GETTY IMAGES

WORLD OF OUTLAWS - PAUL ARCH • JASON JOHNSON - WoO

Three-wide racing was seen all around the track during the All-
Star race at Charlotte Motor Speedway in May. Race winner Kevin
Harvick (4) battles with Joey Logano (22) and Daniel Suarez (19).
(JOHN HARRELLSON/NKP photo)



SONOMA, CA -
Using a contrarian
strategy that included
bluffing Kevin Harvick
onto pit road earlier
than planned in the
final stage of Sundayʼs
Toyota/Save Mart 350,
Martin Truex Jr. pulled
off a convincing victory
in the 16th Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup

Series race of the season.
On Lap 73, during the final stage

of the race, Truexʼs crew chief,
Cole Pearn, ordered the No. 78
Furniture Row Racing Toyota to pit
road. On the spur of the moment,
Harvickʼs crew chief, Rodney
Childers, opted to cover Truexʼs
move and called the No. 4 Stewart-
Haas Racing Ford to the pits from
the lead.

But Pearn, by design, called off
the pit stop at the last second, and
Truex picked up the lead, which he
surrendered on Lap 81 when he
pitted for the only time during the
final stage. Harvick and teammate
Clint Bowyer returned to pit road on
Lap 92 of 110, and when that hap-
pened, Truex held a 23.826-second
lead over Chase Elliott in second.

All Truex had to do the rest of
the way was avoid a caution in the
final 18 laps – a situation that was
realized as the final stage ran
green from a Lap 55 restart to the
finish.

“All youʼre doing is begging, hop-
ing the caution doesnʼt come out,”
Truex said of the end of the race.
“Then youʼd have to pit, and you
donʼt know what could happen. It
messes the field up. Just hoping for

no cautions and donʼt make any
mistakes and hope the engine
stays together.”

In winning for the third time this
season, Truex led 62 laps, includ-
ing the last 20 after he passed Har-
vick to retake the lead on Lap 91.
The victory was Truexʼs second at
Sonoma and the 18th of his career.
With his first win coming in 2013,
Truexʼs triumph also broke a streak
of nine straight different winners at
the 1.99-mile road course.

Pearn said the single stop in the
final stage was the plan all along,
even if Harvickʼs car hadnʼt been
snookered into the pits.

“We knew we were going to do
one stop – that was kind of our
plan,” Pearn acknowledged. “We
just really needed them to pit ear-
lier for it to work out. It was a bit of
a gamble, but obviously, it paid off.
It worked out great. Itʼs tough.
Everybody is so good in this (se-
ries) that sometimes you have to
do something different to pull one
out.”

Harvick was philosophical about
the call that in all probability cost
him the race.

“We all make mistakes,” Harvick
said. “We all do things split-second
that might be right after it all hap-
pens. But these guys do a great
job. Everyone on our Mobil1 Ford
has done a great job for the last five
years. 

“We had a shot today. The call
was one thing, but I think I was too
hard on the car the first couple of
stages. The brake pedal was long
after qualifying and never really
came around during the race. It
progressively got worse, and I kept

losing drive about Lap 20 off of
(Turn) 3 and was getting tight off of
4. I had a lot of problems I needed
to work on, but all of our guys do a
great job.”

Driving conservatively with a
massive lead over the final 10 laps,
Truex crossed the finish line 10.513
seconds ahead of Harvick, who
passed Elliott for the second spot

on Lap 102. Two laps later, Bowyer
got by Elliott to finish third.

Posting his first career top-five
result on a road course, Elliott held
fourth, one spot ahead of charging
Kyle Busch, who retained the se-
ries lead by 72 points over Harvick.
Kurt Busch, Erik Jones, Aric
Almirola, Alex Bowman and Denny
Hamlin completed the top 10.
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Canny Bluff Propels
Martin Truex Jr. to
Victory at Sonoma

Martin Truex Jr. finds that it is nice to find wine as part of the tro-
phy to assist with the celebration in Sonomaʼs victory lane after
winning the Toyota/Save Mart 350. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRA-
PHY photo)

Race winner Martin Truex Jr. (78) races to stay ahead of Kevin Harvick (4) late in the race. (MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



MADISON, IL - In
a chaotic final 10 laps
of Saturday nightʼs
fifth-annual Villa Light-
ing delivers the Eaton
200 presented by CK
Power, Justin Haley
withstood a green-
white-checkered finish

to score his first career NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series vic-
tory in his 37th career start for GMS
Racing.

Haley held off a hard-charging
Todd Gilliland to secure the organi-
zationʼs fifth Truck Series win of the
season but more importantly stamp
his No. 24 Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles Chevrolet into the Playoffs. 

“Iʼve been dreaming about this
since I was a little kid,” said a jubi-
lant Hayley in Victory Lane. “Every
time you start doubting yourself you
get in a situation like this. Iʼm about
to cry man, that was amazing.

“I raced my heart out and thatʼs
all Iʼve worked for my whole life.
Thank you to Fraternal Order of
Eagles, Todd Braun, everyone, my

mom, my family, itʼs been an in-
credible experience and you never
know when you get to race again.” 

Gilliland scored a season-high
runner-up finish after clearing
Johnny Sauter on the Lap 158
restart. 

“Iʼm pretty happy with where I
finished,” Gilliland said. “I guess I
need to communicate better what I
think I need for the race. The track
just changes so much in these
trucks compared to the K&N cars.
Itʼs just about keep bringing fast
trucks to the racetrack every week
and our finishing positions keep
moving up. 

“Itʼs just about being there at the
end and anytime you can be inside
the top-five with a green-white-
checkered, youʼre in a pretty de-
cent spot.” 

Haley swiped the lead from
Noah Gragson with seven laps re-
maining as Gragson, Haley and
Gilliland all battled for the top spot.
The caution waved on the restart
lap for the stalled truck of Ben
Rhodes which set the tone for the

Lap 158 restart.  
Gragson who led 53 straight

laps prior to the restart had to pit for
damage with Gilliland, his Kyle
Busch Motorsports teammate. He
recovered to finish 10th after lead-
ing a race-high 63 laps. 

Before the late-race chaos, the
opening two stages were relatively
calm.  

ThorSport Racingʼs Grant Enfin-
ger won his first pole of the season
and led every lap in Stage 1. 

Christian Eckes in his second
Truck Series start for Kyle Busch
Motorsports inherited the race lead
for the start of Stage 2, as his team
pitted during a Lap 34 caution, put-
ting the Greenville, New York, na-
tive in control of the field for the Lap
42 restart. 

Despite his inexperience, Eckes
powered away from the field in his
No. 46 Mobil 1 Toyota, dominating
Stage 2 by leading every lap. 

Gragson grabbed the lead off pit
road at Lap 71 after a two-tire stop
jumped him three positions for the
Stage 3 restart. The Las Vegas na-
tive controlled the field until an inci-
dent at Lap 110 when second-place
runner Nemechek suffered a punc-
ture in his oil tank, leaking fluid and
soaking the 1.25-mile racetrack
with oil, causing Justin Fontaine
running ninth to lose control of his
No. 45 Niece Motorsports Chevro-
let entering Turn 1. Tate Fogelman
in his Truck Series debut also

found himself a victim of the cir-
cumstances and t-boned Fontaine.  

Both drivers climbed from their
trucks under their own power and
were later evaluated and released
from the infield care center. The
field endured a 12 minute and 36
seconds red flag period for track
cleanup.  

Eckesʼ impressive night ended
on Lap 77 after contact with Stew-
art Friesen sent him into the Turn 2
outside wall. With significant dam-
age to his No. 46 Kyle Busch Mo-
torsports Toyota, the 17-year-old
was unable to return to the race
and was credited with a 28th-place
finish. 

“I feel fine. Itʼs just unfortunate,”
said Eckes. “These guys worked
really hard today and brought me a
really fast truck. It was definitely
good enough to win. We won a
stage. Itʼs just unfortunate.

“My Mobil 1 and KBM (Kyle
Busch Motorsports) guys worked
really hard and brought me a fan-
tastic truck. Itʼs unfortunate for it to
end like that but I have two more
shots with this at Martinsville
(Speedway) and Phoenix (Race-
way) at the end of the year and I
am looking forward to coming back
for that.”

The Truck Series concludes a
four-week consecutive stretch of
competition at Chicagoland Speed-
way on Friday, June 29 with the
running of the Overtonʼs 225. 
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Justin Haley Scores
First Career NCWTS

Win in Dramatic Finish
at Gateway 

Justin Haley, driver of the #24 Fraternal Order Of Eagles Chevrolet, celebrates with crew member after winning the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series Villa Lighting delivers the Eaton 200 at Gateway Motorsports Park. (JEFF CURRY/GETTY IMAGES photo)



SONOMA, CA -
There was never any
doubt that Will
Rodgers was the
driver to beat on road
courses in the
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series. And he deliv-
ered. Again.

The 23-year-old
NASCAR Next driver
capped off a dominate
weekend by winning
the Carneros 200 at
Sonoma Raceway on

Saturday.
The win marks the fourth of

Rodgersʼ straight NASCAR K&N
Pro Series win on a road course,
and Saturdayʼs West victory comes
a week after he won the East race
at New Jersey Motorsports Park.

Not even a Sonoma field that in-
cluded five Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series drivers could
keep Rodgers from Victory Lane.

Rodgers was fastest in practice
at Sonoma, won the pole position
for the second year in a row, and
led a race-high 35 laps.

“I knew we would have a great
car prepared by Jefferson-Pitts
Racing” said Rodgers. “We had a
great piece and made very minor
adjustments, my crew chief Jeff
(Jefferson) definitely had the right
ideas in mind and it helped us ob-
viously stay first in practice, get the
pole and then here we are in victory
lane.”

Rodgers entered the first five-
minute break at Lap 21 as the race
leader over Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series regulars

William Byron, Daniel Suarez and
Aric Almirola. Seven cars chose to
stay out, including Almirola who
took over the race lead. With the
fastest cars in the field getting shuf-
fled outside of the top five, the ex-
citement picked up.

Rodgers and Suarez began to
put on a show as they battled back
inside the top five after the restart.
It was Suarez who won the race to
the front with a pass for the lead
over Almirola on lap 39.

By the second and final break at
lap 41 the stage was set: Suarez
led with Almirola, Rodgers, Erik
Jones and Byron right behind.

On the pursuing restart Almirola
got the jump around Suarez and
back into the lead. The winning
pass, however, came on lap 50
when Rodgers dove to the bottom
of Almirola entering the hairpin in
Turn 11.

Rodgers never looked back as
he drove to victory by 4.420 sec-
onds. 

Almirola finished second while
Byron settled for third.

Suarez finished fourth, just
ahead of Ryan Partridge. Partridge
took the championship lead by one
point over teammate Derek Kraus,
who was eighth.

Jones, Hailie Deegan, Thorn,
Cole Keatts and Derek Kraus
round out the top 10.

The Carneros 200 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, June 28 at 6
p.m. ET.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West is right back at it on Saturday,
June 30 with the Clint Newell Toy-
ota 150 presented by NAPA Auto

Parts at Douglas County Speed-
way in Roseburg, Ore.

Ryan Preece Makes
His Move When It
Counts at Langley

HAMPTON, VA - In the midst of
a Saturday night short-track
shootout at Larry King Lawʼs Lang-
ley Speedway, Ryan Preece made
the right move, at the right time.

The Berlin, Connecticut driver
passed Justin Bonsignore for the
lead on lap 131, and he never
looked back en route to his second
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
victory of the season.

The triumph was the 22nd of his
career, and his first at the 0.396-
mile Virginia oval. The 27-year-old
has now been to Victory Lane in
seven of his last 19 stars in Whe-
len Modified Tour competition.

“Justinʼs car started to get tight,
and my car just wasnʼt at that point
yet,” Preece said. “I knew I had to
get by him as quick as I possibly
could. Once I got in front of him, I
knew I could get into my rhythm
and drive away.”

When the caution flew on lap
103 for a planned mid-race break,
Bonsignore, Doug Coby and Eric
Goodale elected to stay on the
track and take over the top three
spots. On the restart, Coby lost po-
sitions, and eventually cut down a
left-rear tire that ended his night.

On the following green flag,
Preece began to
hound the back
bumper of Bon-
signoreʼs No. 51
Phoenix Communica-
tions Inc. Chevrolet,
and attempted to
make the pass multi-
ple times — but to no
avail. Finally, on lap
131, Preece took the
bottom lane off turn

two, and cleared to the point down
into turn three.

He was not challenged for the
remainder of the race.

Bonsignore settled for second,
with Matt Hirschman charging back
up through the field late to finish in
third.

“He was a gentleman about it, I
was doing everything I could to
block his crossover move up off,”
Bonsignore said of the battle with
Preece. “I could see in the mirror
that he was most likely going to get
me. That was a lot of fun. Good
short-track racing. When we are
bummed about second, thatʼs re-
ally good right now.”

Preece was out front in the No. 6
TS Haulers Chevrolet for a race-
high 83 laps, while Bonsignore was
out front for 25 laps.

Chase Dowling finished sixth,
followed by Ronnie Williams,
Rowan Pennink, Chris Pasteryak
and Blake Barney.

Bonsignore holds a 23-point ad-
vantage in the championship
standings over Dowling, while
Timmy Solomito is 44 points back
in third. Craig Lutz, who had his
motor expire on lap 29, dropped to
fourth in the standings.

The WhosYourDriver.org 150
from Larry King Lawʼs Langley
Speedway will air on NBCSN on
Thursday, June 28, at 7 p.m.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track at River-
head Raceway on Saturday, July 7.
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Control at Sonoma

Will Rodgers celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series West race at Sonoma Raceway on Saturday. (Nigel
Kinrade Photography photo)

Ryan Preece celebrates his second win of the 2018 NASCAR Whe-
len Modified Tour season on Saturday at Larry King Law's Langley
Speedway in Virginia. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)



Sheldon Creed
started the PapaNi-
cholas Coffee 150
from the General Tire
Pole and dominated
all evening long, pick-
ing up his second
ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
win of the season on
Friday night at Gate-
way Motorsports Park.

Creed drove the
No. 28 United Rentals
Toyota to a track

record in the second practice ses-
sion that set the field for the start,
but he lost the lead to Christian
Eckes on the start. A caution on lap
one slowed the field, but as soon
as the field returned to green,
Creed jumped to the lead and led
the next 43 laps.

The second yellow of the night
waved on lap 46 for Max Tullman's
crash in turn two, and that allowed
Eckes to regain the lead. Another
on lap 65 for Natalie Decker's crash
in turn two closed the field up
again, and after Creed led a lap on
the restart, Eckes quickly regained
the top spot and led comfortably
until the final caution of the night
waved on lap 75 for Zane Smith's
crash in turn two. Creed retook the
lead on the restart and drove away
comfortably over the final 40 laps to
pick up his second win of the sea-
son.

The MDM Motorsports team

swept the top three positions, with
Chase Purdy in second and Harri-
son Burton in third. Eckes finished
fourth.

"Some race weekends are eas-
ier than others," Creed said in vic-
tory lane. "We won at Michigan and
then went out and qualified twelfth
last weekend at Madison. This
weekend we were fast in practice,
set a track record, led the most laps
and won."

Creed also spoke of the impor-
tance of sweeping the top three po-

sitions in the race.
"It's important to us as a team,"

he said. "But it's even more impor-
tant to us as drivers. And we all
want to beat the other one. It's not
that way because we dislike each
other. We are all really good
friends. We aren't friends out there
on the race track though. We all
want to win. It's great to have those
bragging rights for the next five
days until we get to Chicagoland."

The race got off to a halting start
as Riley Herbst spun exiting turn
two on the opening lap. No other
drivers were involved but Herbst
was forced to restart from the tail.
He was able to race his way back

into the top ten, but a penalty while
entering the pits - he passed the
pace car while on the entrance
road - put him a lap behind. He was
able to fight back onto the lead lap
and fought back to a fifth place fin-
ish.

The next race for the ARCA Rac-
ing Series presented by Menards is
the SCOTT 150 at Chicagoland
Speedway on Thursday June 28.
Practice will start on Thursday at 3
pm ET/2 pm CT, with General Tire
Pole Qualifying scheduled for 6:35
pm ET/5:35 pm CT. The green flag
will fly over round 11 of the 2018
season at 9 pm ET/8 pm CT; the
race will be televised live on FS1.AR
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Sheldon Creed raced his way to his second ARCA Racing Series win of the season with a win at
Gateway Motorsports Park. (arcaracing.com photo)



ANDERSON, IN -
Anderson, Indianaʼs
own Josh Poore led
the final 100 laps of
the Sport Clips 200,
but the outcome on
Saturday night at An-
derson Speedway
wasnʼt determined
until the final lap.
Poore captured the

second race in the Lawrence Tow-
ing CRA Street Stocks Five Crown
series, but had to hold off Indi-
anapolis driver Danny Adams to get
the win, his first series win of the
2018 season.

Except for a red flag shortly after
the halfway break that greatly im-
pacted the outcome, the race was
caution free.

Poore took the lead on lap 101
after the halfway break from
Knightstown driver Calvin Parham,
who led the first 100 laps, with an
outside pass on the back straight.
Parham also lost positions to de-
fending race winner Brett Hudson,
Ryan Amonett and Adams.

While running third Amonett was

forced to pit because his hood
came loose and the crew worked
quickly to remove it. With Amonett
returning to the action entering
from the pit road in turn three, he
got into the racing line, which
forced Hudson, running second at
the time, to make hard contact with
the turn three retaining wall and
collected the car of Josh Lank.
Both drivers were uninjured but it
knocked Hudson, the Allstar Per-
formance Fast Qualifier as well as
the series Championship and Five
Crown pointʼs leader from compe-
tition.

Poore started to pull away after
the restart chased by James Kirby
III and Adams. Kirby and Adams
swapped the second spot several
times with Adams making the deci-
sive move on lap 143. From there
Adams starting slicing into Pooreʼs
lead and with 20 laps remaining
was running on the leaderʼs rear
bumper.

Several times Adams looked to
the inside in an attempt to grab the
lead but Poore wouldnʼt surrender
the preferred line. On the final lap

Adams went high in turn one to at-
tempt the pass but his car slipped
coming off the second corner.
Poore won by two-tenths of a sec-
ond over Adams with Kirby,
Parham and Elwoodʼs Jacob McEl-
fresh rounding out the top five.

“I knew he was knocking on the
door,” Poore said of Adams late
race charge. “I had a brake hang-
ing up that was slowing me down.”

Poore, the 2014 winner of this
event, claimed the winnerʼs purse
of $3,000 as well as the Racers
Parts Wholesale Sweet Move of
the Race Award for his pass of
Parham to get the win. Adams
started from the third position and
ran inside the top five for all 200
laps recording his career best fin-
ish. Adams picked up the AR Bod-
ies Cool Move of the Race Award
for his final pass of Kirby to finish in
second.

“I wasnʼt going to take him out,”
Adams said of his tight racing with
Poore. “I wouldnʼt want someone to
do that to me. On the last lap I
drove in really hard but the tires
didnʼt stick.”

Kirby said his car got tight in the
corners after the halfway break.

“I had some fluid getting on the
tires,” he said. “I was just holding
on for a good finish.”

Parham took the lead at the start
from the pole position and led until
the break but there was plenty of

action among the top seven driv-
ers. Shawn Cullen and Jason
Thompson both saw strong early
runs end with either a flat tire or
mechanical problem.

Hudson and Poore staged a
side by side battle for the third spot
in the middle stages of the first 100
laps with Poore claiming the posi-
tion and challenged Parham for the
lead before the break.

The next event for the Lawrence
Towing CRA Street Stocks Pow-
ered by JEGS will be on Saturday,
June 30th on the 3/8ʼs mile track at
Baer Field Motorsports Park. For
more information on all the CRA
series go to www.cra-racing.com.

Weather Cancels
ARCA/CRA Super
Series at Flat Rock
SALEM, IN - The ARCA/CRA

Super Series Powered by JEGS
event scheduled for Flat Rock
Speedway for Saturday, June 23rd
has been canceled because of
weather.

There is not a make-up date
available, so the event will not be
rescheduled. The next scheduled
event for the ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries will be Friday, June 29th at
Toledo Speedway. 

More information on the
ARCA/CRA Super Series is avail-
able at www.cra-racing.com.
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Poore Wins CRA Street
Stock Five Crown Series

Event at
Anderson Speedway

NAPLES, ME -
Entry lists continue to
grow as the two
biggest Pro All Stars
Series (PASS) Super
Late Model races of
the year draw near.
With still two months
to go before the green
flag drops, there are
currently over 40 en-
tries for the $25,000 to
win, 45th Annual Ox-

ford 250 at Oxford Plains Speed-
way in August.

And at over four months away,
the inaugural PASS Common-
wealth Classic at Richmond Race-
way is drawing entries from across
the motorsports spectrum for the
PASS Super Late Models, Tour-
Type Modifieds, Late Model
Stocks, Limited Late Models, and
Street Stocks.

But, with high car counts ex-
pected for both Oxford and Rich-
mond, getting a guaranteed

starting spot is an opportunity that
cannot be missed.  Now in its fifth
year, the groundbreaking “Roads
To Oxford And Richmond” program
further expands to give racers an
opportunity to get locked into short
track asphalt racingʼs biggest
events.

And, the month of July is loaded
with opportunities.

It all begins on Sunday, July 1
with The Open 100 at Oxford
Plains Speedway.  This non-points
race for drivers who have not won a
PASS event in recent years, will
award the top three finishers with
guaranteed starting spots in the
Oxford 250.

As a matter of fact, Wayne Helli-
well, Jr. parlayed his guaranteed
spot in 2016 to the win in the 43rd
Annual Oxford 250.  But the oppor-
tunities do not end there.

Just two days later, on Tuesday,
July 3, PASS North racers will com-
pete for $5,000 to win in the Aroos-
took Savings & Loan Firecracker

200 at Spud Speedway.  An event
that will give the top five finishers
guaranteed starting spots at either
the 45th Annual Oxford 250 or the
PASS Commonwealth Classic at
Richmond.

Likewise, PASS South drivers
will have their final opportunity of
the year to get locked in to Oxford
or Richmond in the 12th Annual Or-
ange Blossom Special at Orange
County Speedway.  Coloradoʼs
Preston Peltier won the first quali-
fying race at Hickory Motor Speed-
way on Easter weekend earlier this
season.

This yearʼs “Roads To Oxford
And Richmond “ program will see
the race winners get a guaranteed
starting position at full start money
for the Oxford 250 or at Richmond.
The remaining top five finishers in
each of these PASS events will be
guaranteed a starting position for
either the Oxford 250 or Richmond
at half start money.

All drivers that receive guaran-
teed spots through the “Roads To
Oxford And Richmond” or via
championship points provisionals
have to compete in their heat
races, qualifying, or in their conso-
lation races, but will not have to

compete in the last chances race if
they have not already advanced.  

3-time Oxford 250 winner, Mike
Rowe, and PASS South standout,
Kodie Connor are among the most
recent batch of entries for the 250.
Richmond entry forms just became
available with Connor as the first
entrant, along with former PASS
champions, Ben Rowe, Matt Craig,
and Tyler Church.

Entry forms for the 45th Annual
Oxford 250 and inaugural PASS
Commonwealth Classic, along with
pit stall reservations for Richmond,
are available at ProAll-
StarsSeries.com. Rules contacts
for PASS Super Late Models, Tour-
Type Modifieds, Late Model
Stocks, Limited Late Models, and
Street Stocks are also posted at
ProAllStarsSeries.com. Fans can
purchase tickets now and making
camping reservations for Rich-
mond by going to RichmondRace-
way.com.

For media or marketing ques-
tions please contact Alan Dietz at
alandietzpass@live.com or 704-
231-2039.  Be sure to “Like” the
Pro All Stars Series on Facebook
or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14.
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Entry Lists For Oxford and
Richmond Grow As Big

Month Of July Approaches



SWANSBORO,
NC - Bobby McCarty
continued his domi-
nance of the CARS
Response Energy
Tour with a win in Sat-
urday nightʼs Solid
Rock Carriers Crystal
Coast 125 presented
by Sportsmanʼs
Wholesale at Carteret
County Speedway.

McCarty picked up
his second consecutive victory and
his fourth of the season in the se-
riesʼ first-ever appearance at the
4/10-mile track in Swansboro,
North Carolina.  The triumph came
in McCartyʼs first ever start at the
track – however, McCarty needed
a little luck on his side to score the
win.

McCarty inherited the lead with
25 laps to go when leader Layne
Riggs, who had led every single lap
of the race up to that point, was in-
volved in an incident with Josh
Berry and Sarah Cornett-Ching.
While Riggs was able to drive away
without incident and hold on to the
lead in the process, he was sent to
the rear of the field for being in-
volved in the caution per CARS
Tour series rules.

“Sometimes youʼre good, some-
times youʼre lucky,” McCarty said.
“The car definitely was not where it
needed to be.  We were a little too
tight at max load and the car would-
nʼt cut like I needed it to.  I feel like
we had a second or third place car.

We definitely did not have the win-
ning car.  I hate that for the 99
team.  I think the world of Layne3,
heʼs a really good kid and he has a
bright future ahead of him.  Things
didnʼt work out for him tonight and I
hate that but youʼve got to put your-
self in position to come out on
deals like that.”

Layne Riggs ended up charging
back through the field to finish in
second.  After the race, he voiced
his frustrations with the call by the
series.

“I feel like I got done wrong,”
Riggs remarked.  “I had the fastest
car here.  Everybody in the stands
knows this.  We won this race.  I got
done wrong twice.  I drove my
wheels off to get back to the front
and I would have taken [McCarty]
out if I could have gotten to him.”

Berry apologized for his involve-
ment in the incident that ultimately
cost Riggs the race.

“I got into Layne,” Berry said.  “I
didnʼt mean to.  We were just rac-
ing hard.  It was time to race here at
the end and I got into him, he spun,
we got it straight.  We were all good
and [Sarah Cornett-Ching] spun
out on her own and collected us.  I
hate it.  In the end, it was my fault.
I started all of it.  Weʼve got a torn
up car but weʼll fix it and be back
next time.”

McCartyʼs Nelson Motorsports
teammate finished third while
Tommy Lemons, Jr. finished fourth
and Ty Gibbs, grandson of former
Washington Redskins head coach

and NASCAR Cup Series team
owner Joe Gibbs, finished fifth.

With his victory, McCarty ex-
tended his lead in the CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour championship
standings.

Will Bristle and Peyton Saxton
swapped the lead back-and-forth
several times in a thrilling $1,200-
to-win Legends shootout.  When
the race ended, it was Bristle in vic-
tory lane, scoring the win in an in-
stant classic – his second of the
season at Carteret County Speed-
way.

“That was an absolute blast with
Peyton,” Bristle said.  “I canʼt thank
him enough.  We raced each
other.  Rubbingʼs racing.  We didnʼt
wreck each other.  That was a
blast.  Iʼm excited about that
money.”

Saxton finished second while
Brenton Irving, Isaak Love and
Brian Sullivan rounded out the top-
five.

After having to start at the rear
of the field due to mechanical is-
sues in qualifying, Michael Tucker

raced his way through the field and
picked up the lead on lap 25 of the
50 lap Legends feature and never
looked back en route to victory
lane.

“I love this track and coming
down here and running,” Tucker
said.  “I wish it was closer to home.
We would come down here and run
all the time.  Thanks to all these
fans for coming out.  Itʼs good to
see a good fan count.  I think we
had the car to win, just depended
on how the cautions fell.  If the cars
out front got going, it might have
been harder but the cautions came
out and helped us out a lot.”

Brandon Clements finished sec-
ond while Kris Hetu, Duane Walker
and James Stoud rounded out the
top-five in the Carolina Mini-Stock
Challenge event.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” Carteret County Speedway
on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

CA
RS

 T
ou

r Bobby McCarty Prevails in
CARS Tour Thriller at

Carteret County Speedway

Bobby McCarty celebrates after winning the CARS Tour Crystal
Coast 125 at Carteret County Speedway. (Andy Marquis photo)

PENSACOLA, FL
- Casey Roderick en-
tered the sixth South-
ern Super Series race
of the season with one
objective in mind: beat
Bubba Pollard.  One
hundred and twenty-
five laps later, Roder-
ick stood in Five Flags
Speedway (FL) victory
lane, but still hadn't
beat the short track
superstar- at least, not
to his standards. 

Roderick, in what seemed like
one fell swoop, passed Stephen
Nasse, Chandler Smith and then
leader Jesse Dutilly following a
late-race restart.  From there, Rod-

erick cruised at the front of the field
as the rest of the cars jumbled
around in his rearview mirror until
the checkered flag dropped. 

Missing from that rearview mir-
ror, though, was a black and yellow
No. 26 machine.  Pollard had been
sidelined earlier in the race when
something broke, sending him into
the outside turn two wall.  

To Roderick, Pollard's designa-
tion of "DNF" effectively turned his
first-place prize into a participation
trophy.  

"Unfortunately, Bubba fell out,"
Roderick said.  "I was wanting to
race him for the win.  He was by far,
I think, the best car tonight and has
been for a while.  We're all chasing
him, but sometimes you've got to

take a win the way you get it." 
Roderick's not wrong. Pollard,

along with qualifying fastest earlier
in the evening, nearly swept a trio
of Super Late Model races two
weekends ago.  And there's no sign
that the veteran is hanging up his
suit anytime soon.

For now, Pollard's string of suc-
cess will continue to incentivize
Roderick and the rest of the Ron-
nie Sanders crew. 

"We're working hard to try and
get to that level of [Bubba Pollard's]
speed," Roderick said.  "I'm just
glad we pulled off a win
tonight. We're going to keep push-
ing and be here for Blizzard Series
race number three

Pollard or no Pollard, Chandler
Smith was satisfied with his sec-
ond-place finish.  Though the
young gun just captured his first
ARCA Racing Series win on a

paved half-mile oval, switching
gears back to the Southern Super
Series at Five Flags felt a little for-
eign.  

"I haven't been in a Super Late
Model in what feels like forever,"
Smith said.

Smith's time away from his
Super Late Model seat didn't show,
however, as the 16-year-old battled
up front for the better part of the
125-lap event. 

Third-place finisher Stephen
Nasse was one of the ones that
battled up front with Smith.  Nasse
felt he might have had something
for Roderick, had Smith not made
a mistake on the restart.

Tyler Ankrum and Connor
Okrzesik rounded out the top five
for the evening.  Jesse Dutilly, who
led a large portion of the race after
starting second, fell back to sev-
enth behind David Rogers.
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Some things in life
we hope to never
face. The Sprint Car
racing community is
enduring one of those
things with the pass-
ing of World of Out-
laws Sprint Car Series
driver Jason Johnson.

Currently fifth in
Series championship
points, Johnsonʼs ac-
colades on the track
were plentiful: 12
World of Outlaws

wins, five American Sprint Car Se-
ries championships, over 250 ca-
reer Sprint Car victories and, of
course, the 2016 Knoxville Nation-
als championship.

Checkered flags aside, Johnson
took immense pride in his off-track
accomplishments. The growth and
well-being of his five-year old son,
Jaxx. The relationship with the love
of his life, Bobbi. The connections
he made with each and every fan,
every weekend, doing what he
loved — racing. Jason loved rac-
ing.

“This was Jasonʼs dream. His
dream was to race with the best. It
was a challenge for him, and the
World of Outlaws family were al-
ways there for him. For that, we are
forever grateful,” Bobbi Johnson
expressed to Jason Johnson Rac-
ing team representative John
Saich.

“His dream was to race, to beat
the best and to try and be the best,”
Saich said. “And thatʼs what he did.
He lived his dream.”

Johnson, 41, proved his talents
behind the wheel by winning many
of the sportʼs biggest events, but
more importantly stayed true to
who he was as a kind, humble and
compassionate man, setting a
standard of excellence in those cat-
egories. Johnson was also known
for being a savvy team owner, nur-
turing partnerships across the
country to carry his family owned
team to the highest levels of the
sport against great odds.

“Jason Johnson had so many
admirable qualities,” World of Out-
laws Series Director Carlton
Reimers said. “I enjoyed seeing
him travel the country together with
his family, living the dream every
step of the way. His relationship
with his son, Jaxx, was incredibly
special and was a true testament to
the consummate family man that
Jason was.”

A father, a brother, a friend and a

role model to many. Above all,
Johnson is Jaxxʼs hero. The pure
joy on his sonʼs face in Victory Lane
as recently as a week ago let
everyone know how much Jason
was loved. Jason left us battling for
the lead, but he had already won
the most important race.

For those wishing to help the
Johnson family through this difficult
time, a GoFundMe campaign has
been established through the
World of Outlaws Benevolent Fund
at GoFundMe.com/JasonJohnson-
Forever41

A memorial will be held for
Jason on Wednesday, June 27 at
6:30PM at his JJR Shop, in Rocky
Mount, Missouri, where he made
his "dirt track shop of dreams," ac-
cording to Bobbi.

World of Outlaws at
Jacksonville

Speedway Moved to
Friday, October 12

CONCORD, NC - On the heels
of the tragic accident at Beaver
Dam Raceway Saturday evening,
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series has moved the
event at Jacksonville Speedway
scheduled for Wednesday, June
27th to Friday, October 12 out of re-
spect for the Johnson family and to
allow drivers, officials and crews to
grieve the loss of a fellow friend
and competitor.

All tickets for the Jacksonville
Speedway event will be honored in
full for the October 12 date. Any
questions should be directed to
Jacksonville Speedway. More in-
formation can be found
here: https://jacksonvillespeed-
w a y. c o m / w o r l d - o f - o u t l a w s -
tickets/

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series will return to ac-
tion at Knoxville Raceway on Fri-
day, June 29 and Saturday, June
30th with the running of the
Brownellʼs Big Guns Bash.

Rain Forces
Cancellation of World
of Outlaws Event at

Farley Speedway
FARLEY, IA - Continued heavy

rain throughout the week that has
left the pit area and the grounds
flooded at Farley Speedway in
Iowa, has led to the cancellation of
the World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series event originally
scheduled at the track for Friday,

June 22. The event will not be re-
scheduled.

Those who bought tickets in ad-
vance will receive a full refund at
the point of purchase.

Gettysburg Clash at
Lincoln Rescheduled
for Thursday, July 19
CONCORD, NC - It is with great

excitement that the World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
announces that, despite last
month's rain cancellation, the Get-
tysburg Clash at Lincoln Speedway
has been rescheduled for Thurs-
day, July 19.

The opening round of the much-
anticipated World of Outlaws vs.
Pennsylvania Posse season-long
battle, originally scheduled for May
16, fell victim to Mother Nature as
continued rains plagued the North-

east. The battle will now open on
Thursday, July 19 — two days after
the Don Martin Memorial Silver
Cup at Lernervile Speedway —
and continue the following two
nights, Friday and Saturday, July
20-21 at Williams Grove Speedway
with the running of the Champion
Racing Oil Summer Nationals.

Advanced ticket for the May
event will be honored at the
rescheduled event on Thursday,
July 19. Fans with advanced tickets
from the May event should enter
through the grandstand gate near-
est to the pit area so tickets can be
scanned electronically.

Tickets to the July event
are available online.

As always, if you canʼt make it to
the track watch every lap from the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series 40th Anniversary Sea-
son live on DIRTVision.com.
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Johnson: #Forever41

Jason Johnson, father, husband, son, racer, lost his life after a
tragic accident at Beaver Dam Raceway. The entire racing commu-
nity is mouring the loss. (Paul Arch photo)



SARVER, PA - On
Saturday night, Chris
Madden marched to
his first-career Fire-
cracker 100 victory at
Lernerville Speedway
in a dominating per-
formance by leading
flag-to-flag for all 100
laps en route to a
$30,000 payday.

If you just kept
your eyes on Madden

during the 100-lap event, it might
have looked like he was on a Sun-
day afternoon cruise to the grocery
store. The Barry Wright Race Cars
No.44 had no serious challenge for
the top spot and at one point held a
more than six second lead over the
field. Despite six cautions which
erased Maddenʼs strong lead, the
Gray Court, SC driver was able to
quickly pull back away.

“When we started tonight, I think
we did a little bit of a different com-
bination there and when we fired
up, I was able to run the middle of
the racetrack like I was and as long
as nothing happened, I knew we
were going to be the car to beat,”
said Madden who started on the
pole of the event.”

Maddenʼs victory placed the per-
fect bookend on his 12th Annual
Firecracker 100 experience. On
Thursday, Madden won a 30-lap
$6,000-to-win preliminary event.
On Friday, he finished third in the
30-lap feature. And to conclude the
three-day event, he headed back to
Victory Lane once more for a cov-
eted triumph.

“We are having a good year,”
said car owner Barry Wright. “We
could have been better with a
break or two but Chris is doing an
excellent job. My son Lance, Will
and AJ, they do great work. Iʼve
tried this a few times up here and
finally made it. It feels so good.”

The battle behind Madden was
anything but a leisurely stroll.
Young guns, Tyler Erb and Devin
Moran were elbows-up the entire
race as they exchanged the sec-
ond and third positions multiple
times throughout the event.

With only nine laps remaining in
the 100-lap event, Mike Marlar in-
serted himself into the equation by
passing Erb for second.

For the majority of the race, Mar-
lar was running door-to-door with
Shane Clanton for sixth but broke
away from that battle just in time to

make a run for the podium.
“We definitely made lemonade

out of lemons there,” said Marlar.
“We couldnʼt get a break all night
really in the feature. I would get
started on the bottom there and it
would get kind of breezy and as
soon as I would get out of the bot-
tom and pass those cars for posi-
tions, there would be another

caution. I finally got some green
flag there at the end and started to
come on. Congratulations to Chris.
He had a really good weekend and
Barry and those guys are doing an
awesome job. Theyʼre awesome
competitors.”

Headed into the weekend event
Madden and Marlar were sepa-
rated by only two points in the Se-
ries standings. With three more
strong podium finishes for Madden
and two top-five performances for
Marlar, the pair now sits 16 points
apart.

Erb settled for third which is his

best finish of the 2018 season so
far and his single top-five perform-
ance.

“It was a really really good run,”
said Erb. “It was our first top-five of
the year, I think. Just everything
that could have, broke; and a lot of
driver mistakes. Iʼm super happy. I
love this place and the track was in
good shape. So, Iʼm looking for-
ward to next year… The car has
been really good for the past two or
three weeks, I just havenʼt had
much to show for it.”

Several additional drivers ex
(Continued Next Page)
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Dominates the 12th Annual
Firecracker 100 

Chris Madden celebrates in victory lane after leading flag-to-flag for his first career Firecracker 100 win
at Lernerville Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

changed positions
throughout the top-ten
including Brandon
Sheppard, Morgan
Bagley, Clanton,
Greg Satterlee Darrell
Lanigan, David
Breazeale and Dale
McDowell.

The World of Out-
laws Craftsman Late
Model Series will take
on the stars of the
DIRTcar Racing Sum-
mer Nationals at
Terre-Haute Action
Track on June 29 and

Federated Auto Parts Raceway at
I-55 on June 30.

Norris Crushes
Friday's Firecracker

Feature
SARVER, PA - Michael Norris

defeated the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series reg-
ulars while defending his home turf
at Lernerville Speedway during the
second night of the 12th Annual
Firecracker 100.

Norris had a perfect Friday night.
He set the fastest qualifying time in
Group B, collected his heat win by
fending off a hard-charging Chris
Madden, drew the pole position
and led flag-to-flag in the 30-lap
Sears Craftsman Feature event.

After climbing up on the rooftop
of his No.72 Rocket Chassis pow-
ered by Gary Henry Racing En-
gines, Series Announcer Rick
Eshelman approached Norris in
Victory Lane to see what he had to
say about his biggest career vic-
tory.

Norris then sighed in relief and
said, “I need a second” as he tried
to take in the moment of his first ca-
reer World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Model Series triumph.

“This pretty much makes my
year,” said Norris. “I got to thank my
crew guy Dakota. Iʼve never had a
signal guy here and we have talked
about doing it forever and he was
standing on the front stretch and
man, that was nice. I knew when
there was one-to-go and I knew
when I could ride.”

The Crusher Kid is no stranger
to the Sarver, PA dirt track. The
reigning track champion now has
five wins and two second-place fin-
ishes of seven total Super Late
Model events at Lernerville Speed-
way in 2018.

“This one is for my dad and my
grandparents,” continued Norris as
his victory began to sink in and he

became overwhelmed with emo-
tion. “I grew up coming here and
used to sit right there (grandstands
outside of turn four) with my
grandma… I canʼt say no more.
Thanks to all of the fans, sponsors,
family, and Dan Bauman (Lern-
erville track operations) for giving
me that cushion down there. Weʼre
alright.”

Norris held off multiple charges
from 2017 rookie of the year Devin
Moran throughout the 30-lap
shootout.

“First of all, congrats to them
guys," said Moran. "That is a freak-
ing awesome win. Home track in
front of a home crowd for a race
like this. Thatʼs awesome.”

A humble Moran congratulated
Norris on his victory despite the fact
that he and his Tye Twarog/ Donnie
Moran Racing team are still in
search of their first win of the 2018
season.

“I actually felt like we had the car
to beat we just got stuck behind
them two lap cars and [Norris]
gained a straight-away on me,” ex-
plained Moran. “We ran him back
down and I knew we had some-
thing. Wylie [Moran] showed me
with the sticks I was pulling away
from Madden a little bit. Itʼs just one
of those deals where this is [Nor-
risʼs] night and we just have to take
notes and hopefully in the race to-
morrow we get to put our notes to-
ward that.”

Moranʼs runner-up finish on Fri-
day evening at Lernerville is now
his best finish of the 2018 World of
Outlaws season thus far.

“Weʼve been scratching our
heads, we just havenʼt had any
luck,” continued Moran. “Tye

Twarog has been doing everything
he can for our team. We have a
new car out here. Weʼve been
changing motors and everything
else. The Tye Twarog / Donnie
Moran Racing team is finally start-
ing to make some strides. Weʼve
had four top-five finishes in the last
five Outlaws races so itʼs been a
good stride we just have to keep
doing what weʼre doing and even-
tually weʼll get some wins.”

Madden, the current Series point
leader and winner of Thursday
nightʼs feature at Lernerville
Speedway, rounded out the
podium.

“Track condition and track posi-
tion is everything,” said Madden. “If
we could go back and get the heat
race win and not have had that
caution in the heat we would of
started in the first two rows and
maybe would have won the feature
again tonight but congratulations to
Norris and his team, and Devin and
his guys work hard so congratula-
tions to them on the runner-up
spot. Overall, weʼve done a little
trial-and-error tonight and our car
wasnʼt as good tonight as it was
last night. So, we definitely have
something to build off of.”

Madden on a Mission
at Lernerville

SARVER, PA - Chris Madden
collected his third World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series win
of the 2018 season during the first
of three nights for the Firecracker
100 at Lernerville Speedway. With
this victory, Madden slightly widens
his lead over Mike Marlar by 8
points and 36 points over Brandon

Sheppard in the point standings.
Headed into the event, Madden
and Marlar were separated by a
slim two points, which is just a one
position difference in the feature.

Marlar led the first 10 laps of the
main event but never widened his
lead more than half of a second
over an elbows-up Madden. On lap
10, coming out of turns three and
four, Madden threw a slide job po-
sitioning himself in front of Marlar
who nearly fell off of the cushion.
Madden commanded the lead on
lap 11 of the 30-lap event never to
surrender the top spot again.

“It was a lot of fun. Me and Mikey
raced hard for about the first ten
laps or so. He ran a little bit differ-
ent tire combination. I think we did
the right one tonight,” said Madden
in Victory Lane. “My car was great.
My guys worked hard this weekend
while I took a little vacation with my
family. I came back to everything
perfect. I couldnʼt have asked for
anything better. I want to let those
guys know down there that I really
appreciate it.”

Following Marlarʼs shift up the
banking, Sheppard and Shane
Clanton began to seriously chal-
lenge him for the second spot. The
New Berlin, IL driver of the Rocket1
Racing machine capitalized on the
mistake, leaving Marlar and Clan-
ton to run door-to-door while he
shifted his focus to the race leader.
Despite a late race charge with two
laps to go, Sheppard finished 0.381
seconds short of victory.

“I definitely feel like we are
headed in the right direction for
sure,” said Sheppard. “We hung
with Madden the whole time there
so I think we had a really good car
tonight… As long as weʼre up here
on the podium thatʼs all that matters
to us… We know that as long as
we stay out front the wins will come
eventually.”

Marlar settled for a third-place
finish after collecting the PFC
Brakes Fast Time Award, claiming
his heat win and starting on the
pole of the 30-lap shootout.

“This is a bucket list thing for me
to run with the World of Outlaws,”
said Marlar. “Iʼve never got to run a
tour with a national touring series,
and finally after all of the time Iʼve
raced, I finally have the opportunity
to come out here and race night in
and night out. Wherever those
points fall, they fall, but weʼre going
to do the best we can do every
day.”

Clanton, who was battling up
front the entire feature, retired on
lap 24 as he was chasing down
Marlar. He swiftly pulled into the
pits with axle damage.
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Michael Norris celebrates in victory lane after winning Fridayʼs
Firecracker 100 feature at Lernerville Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



ALGER, WA -
From a young boy
watching the Jim
Raper Memorial Dirt
Cup, to Victory Lane,
Washington's Seth
Bergman realized a
lifelong dream Satur-
day night by winning
the 47th edition of the
Jim Raper Memorial
Dirt Cup presented by
the Skagit Casino Re-

sort with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com.

"I don't know if you could tell
from my pre-race interview, I was a
little emotional. These are big mo-
ments and we put our heart and
soul into this. My whole team does.
I've dedicated my life to driving a
Racecar and it's nice when you can
come to big events like this with the
big money and the prestige and get
it done. It's such a satisfying feel-
ing," said Bergman of the win.

"I remember coming up here as
a kid and playing in the grass
where those kids are right now.
Just having a ball and looking at
those Dirt Cup Champions like they
were Superheroes and I always
dreamed of being one. Never really
thought I could turn into reality, but
I'm so proud of all these guys."

Earning the right of the front row
with Scott Bogucki on the pole, the
first two starts were a no go as con-
tact slowed Matt Covington and
Johnny Herrera on each attempt. A
charm the third time around, Scott
Bogucki jumped to the race lead.

Peddling with momentum on the
second revolution, the race for the
point went to the Corridor Electric
No. 23.

Steadily pulling away, Seth
found his way into slower traffic by
Lap 6. Carefully picking his way
around the backmarkers, Bergman
worked to a comfortable advantage
as Scott Bogucki and Travis Rilat
squared off for second. Holding off
the BDS Motorsports No. 1, traffic
play to the advantage of Bogucki.

Still under green, as the half-way
point came and went, Bergman
was more than three seconds
ahead with over a half-dozen
lapped cars between himself and
the Sawblade.com No. 28. With a
half straightaway over third place,
Rilat's position was about to come
under fire as 18th starting, Sam
Hafertepe, Jr., roared through the

field.
Green to checkered after the

first two attempts, Seth Bergman
who would go unchallenged to the
win by 2.841 seconds over Scott
Bogucki. Earning the CP-Carrillo
Hard Charger of the Night, Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. was chased to the
checkered flag by Travis Rilat with
Logan Forler making up the top-
five.

Brock Lemley in sixth was fol-
lowed by Buddy Kofoid, who
bounced back from a violent flip on
Friday night. Trey Starks was
eighth with J.J. Hickle and Blake
Hahn charging out of a B-Feature
to round out the top-ten.

Up next for the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com is the Fred Brown-
field Classic at Grays Harbor Race-
way in Elma, Wash. on Friday,
June 29 and Saturday, June 30. 

For more information, ticket
prices, and directions log
onto http://www.graysharborrace-
way.com.

Seth Bergman Wins
Wild Friday Dirt Cup

Prelim
ALGER, WA - If ever a race

could be called wild, Friday's pre-
liminary A-Feature of the 47th Jim
Raper Memorial Dirt Cup pre-
sented by the Skagit Casino Resort

fits the bill as Seth Bergman came
through the field from 16th for his
third win of the season with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com.
Keeping clear of a myriad of
crashes, the win also propelled
Seth back to the top of the National
Tour point standings by six markers
over Blake Hahn as Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr., who led the standings
coming into Dirt Cup, fell to third by
27 points.

"The first part of the race was
pretty hectic, and I knew it was
going to be important to stay out of
trouble. A lot of guys were getting a
lot of damage, and I wanted to
make sure we got through there
with a car that could complete, and
sure enough we had a car that was
really, really, fast," stated Seth who
avoided a pair of red flag incidents
that saw four drivers getting upside
down before the field could com-

plete the first lap.
"I just really proud of my guys, I

know we had a rough night last
night which is out of character for
us, but we kept our heads held
high, came out tonight, and got the
job done. We had a little luck there
at the beginning but as the race
went on, we really got rolling"

Moving to ninth on the lineup be-
fore the field completed a lap, Seth
raced inside the top-ten before
mounting a charge into the top-five
on Lap 10. Caution on Lap 15, the
restart saw Bergman and Michael
Kofoid battling before the rear axle
snapped on the No. 8r, sending the
young California driver flipping
coming off the fourth turn.

Resulting in an open red, the
restart was short lived as Joey Sal-
dana spun to a stop. Underway
once more, Seth kept his momen-
tum up by letting the car run up the
track from the bottom through the
first and second turns in order to
catch the cushion. Picking off Scott
Bogucki and J.J. Hickle, the Corri-
dor Electric No. 23 wasted no time
in running down second place,
Jason Solwold. Clearing the No. 18
before the red lights blinked on
again for Trey Starks, the field went
back to green with six laps to run.

With Rilat at the helm, the BDS
Motorsports No. 1 was smooth
around the bottom groove as
Bergman returned to his familiar
line. With the run set, Seth pulled
the trigger the following lap. On
Rilat's back bumper entering the
first turn, Seth again swung to the
wall. Diving under Travis into turn-
three, Seth slid his way into the
lead on Lap 21.

Not wavering from his line, Seth
ran away to a 2.000-second ad-
vantage over Travis Rilat with
Jason Solwold making the final
podium step. From 10th, Scott
Bogucki finished fourth. With two
consistent nights, the Australian 

(Continued Next Page)
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47th Jim Raper
Memorial Dirt Cup

Seth Bergman celebrates his 47th Jim Raper Memorial Dirt Cup fea-
ture win in victory lane at Skagit Speedway with his family and crew.
(Wildlight Motorsport Photography photo)

Seth Bergman (center) won a wild preliminary Friday night for the
47th Jim Raper Memorial Dirt Cup. (Lisa Dynes photo)
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shoe will lead the field
to the green in Satur-
day's $15,000 to win
feature event. With the
win, Bergman will start
outside the front row.

The night's CP-
Carrillo Hard Charger,
Colton Heath clawed
his way to fifth after
starting 21st. J.J.
Hickle slipped to sixth
with Brock Lemley
seventh. Matt Coving-
ton from 19th made it
to eighth with Logan
Forler and Roger

Crockett to make up the top-ten.

Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
Dominates 47th Jim
Raper Memorial Dirt

Cup Opener
ALGER, WA - No driver has ever

won the Jim Raper Memorial Dirt
three years in a row, but Sam
Hafertepe, Jr. is on the right path to
do so as the Hills Racing No. 15h
led start to finish to open the 47th
Jim Raper Memorial Dirt Cup pre-
sented by the Skagit Casino Re-
sort.

"We were actually off tonight.
Not far, but we've had better cars
here over the past few years but to
come out tonight and do what we
did, and to get through lapped traf-
fic, it was tough tonight," explained
Hafertepe of his fourth career Sk-
agit Speedway victory with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by Sawblade.com.
"With the track laying rubber on the
bottom, it was tough for me to

move off the top because we were
so good up there but hats off to my
guys. They've really worked hard
this week."

Working through the Heat/Qual-
ifier format to grid the A-Feature
outside the front row, Hafertepe
chased Wayne Johnson through
the first two turns before roaring
around the cushion to grab the lead
down the back straightaway.

Pulling to a straightaway advan-
tage in a matter of laps, Sam would
start picking his way through slower
traffic as Johnson worked to hold
off Blake Hahn for the runner-up
spot. Making up half the distance
as traffic ran all lines of the Skagit
Speedway, the race for second
went the way of Hahn on Lap 10.

Not able to make up any more
ground as Hafertepe found room to
run through traffic, the race finally
slowed working Lap 21 for Travis
Rilat as the BDS Motorsports No. 1
hooked the cushion in the first turn;
slamming the front end into the wall
while running third.

Back to Lap 20 with several
slower cars restarting among the
leaders, Hafertepe was able to run
away to a 1.769-second advantage
over Hahn at the drop of the check-
ered flag. Mounting a charge in the
closing laps, Robbie Price worked
from seventh to the final podium
step for his best career National
Tour finish in the family backed No.
21p.

Wayne Johnson ended up fourth
with Roger Crockett rebounding
from a slow start to the night that
saw the No. 11 fight through a B-
Feature to qualify for the A-Feature.
Johnny Herrera in sixth was trailed
by Skylar Gee who moved up from
12th. Making his first Skagit Speed-

way start, Australia's Scott Bogucki
crossed eighth with J.J. Hickle and
Garen Linder wrapping up the top-
ten.

Miles Paulus Captures
First Career ASCS
Regional Victory

WEST PLAINS, MO - A show-
down between the Speedway Mo-
tors ASCS Warrior Region
presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps and the ASCS
Mid-South Region, the two regional
series squared off at Legit Speed-
way Park on Saturday with Mar-
shall, Missouri's Miles Paulus
finally making his break into Victory
Lane.

The first ASCS sanctioned win
for Paulus, the driver of the No. 21
led start to finish with Marshall
Skinner running from sixth to sec-
ond. Howard Moore, Kyle Bellm,
and Brian Bell made up the top-
five. Evan Martin, Aiden Roose-
vans, Zach Pringle, Justin Webb,

and Wally Henson made the top-
ten.

The Speedway Motors ASCS
Warrior Region presented by Im-
pact Signs, Awnings, and Wraps
races again on Friday, June 29 at
Missouri State Fair Speedway in
Sedalia, Mo. and Lake Ozark
Speedway in Eldon, Mo. on Satur-
day, June 30.

The ASCS Mid-South Region is
set to embark on an ASCS Mid-
South Speedweek with fourth
nights of racing starting on June 28
at Riverside International Raceway.
Crowleys Ridge Raceway follows
on June 29 with I-30 Speedway on
June 30 and Diamond Park Speed-
way on July 1.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).
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HAUBSTADT, IN -
The Midwest Sprint
Car Series race
scheduled to be held
on June 23rd at
Brownstown Speed-
way has been rained
out. It was decided
that conditions were
too wet to race.  The
decision was made

after showers moved through the
area at mid morning to combine
with moisture from all the previous
rainfall.

The MSCS Sprints will be racing
twice this next weekend June 29th
and 30th. Friday they will be at
Daugherty Speedway at Chase, IN,
and then race at Kickapoo Speed-
way at Danville, IL, on Saturday.
Both features pay $2,000 to win.Ho
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Daugherty and Kickapoo
Up Next

Sam Hafertepe, Jr. (center) raced his way to victory lane while Blake
Hahn (right) finished second and Robbie Price (left) was third. (Sk-
agit Speedway P.R. photo)

Miles Paulus earned his career first ASCS victory. His win came at
Legit Speedway Park where the ASCS Mid South Region squared
off with the ASCS Warrior Region. (Terry Ford photo)



CHILLICOTHE,
OH - An emotional vic-
tory to say the least,
Lockbourne, Ohioʼs
Cole Duncan smoked
the field on Saturday
night at Atomic Speed-
way, not only capping
off Cometic Gasket
Ohio Sprint Speed-
week presented by

C&R Racing with a trip to victory
lane, but honoring his life-long rac-
ing hero in the process by claiming
the inaugural Rick Ferkel Classic
worth $10,000.

Starting from the pole position
by way of dash victory, Duncan led
all 35 circuits on Saturday night at
the Atomic highbanks, keeping the
“Buckeye Bullet” Dave Blaney and
Lemoore, Californiaʼs Carson
Macedo at bay. The Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 victory bumped
his career win total to four with the
Series, his second in Chillicothe.

“I just went over and told Rick
(Ferkel) he is one of my all-time he-
roes,” a teary-eyed Cole Duncan
said in victory lane. “To earn this,
the inaugural Rick Ferkel Classic
win, there are no words. To do this
at my home track, in front of all of
these great fans, with my family
and friends here, means so much
to me.”

Duncan was able to run away
from the field right from the drop of
the green flag, leading defending
All Star champion Chad Kemenah,
and fellow Ohio native Dave
Blaney, by the flagstand for the first
time. By lap eight, Duncan was al-
ready in traffic, eventually allowing
Blaney to chip away at his advan-
tage with Carson Macedo in tow.
Although intense during certain
segments of the main event, Dun-
can maneuvered through the
lapped cars well, always keeping at
least a pair between himself and
Blaney.

The main eventʼs first and only
caution appeared on lap 30 giving
Blaney an opportunity to restart on
the back bumper of Duncan.
Blaneyʼs restart attempt was good,
but not good enough, unable to
work by the familiar No. 22. Dun-
can went on the score the five-fig-
ure payday; certainly the most
sentimental victory of this young
career.

“Being the leader, you never re-
ally know how far out ahead you
are. I felt really good, so I felt really
confident the entire race,” Cole
Duncan continued. “It started to lay
some rubber down in certain spots,
especially in the exit of the corners.
You can race anywhere you want,
but you have to make sure you are
in the rubber when you exit the cor-
ners. It made lapped traffic a little
difficult, but we were really good in
traffic. I was just praying the tires
would stay under me. It all worked
out.”

Cole Duncan won the battle, but
Paul McMahan won the war, claim-
ing the 36th Annual Cometic Gas-
ket Ohio Sprint Speedweek
presented by C&R Racing champi-
onship worth $3,000. McMahanʼs
Ohio Sprint Speedweek campaign
included one victory - the Speed-
week opener at Attica Raceway
Park - as well as a grand total of six
top-ten finishes in seven starts.
Four of McMahanʼs top-ten finishes
were inside the top-five. The
Speedweek title was the first of
McMahanʼs storied career.

“People had me written off a few
years back, so to come back and
do this is pretty special,” Paul
McMahan said while celebrating
his Speedweek title with crew. “We
only won one race this week, but
this goes to show that consistency
wins championships. To clinch this
title during Rick Ferkelʼs race
makes things even more special. I

had the opportunity to race for Rick
at one point. He is someone I have
always looked up to. Iʼm glad to be
here.”

Chad Kemenah Races
to Victory at Atomic

Speedway
The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of

Champions presented by Mobil 1
kicked-off the evening program at
Atomic Speedway by running the
Cometic Gasket Ohio Sprint
Speedweek presented by C&R
Racing night six feature that was
originally scheduled for Wednes-
day evening, June 20. Mother Na-
ture invaded Chillicothe just as
feature cars were beginning to be
pushed out onto the speedway. A
heavy downpour forced officials to
postpone the event until Saturday.

Utilizing patience to power him-
self to a 35th-career All Star Circuit
of Champions triumph, Alvada,
Ohioʼs Chad Kemenah was the first

to visit victory lane on Saturday
evening at Atomic Speedway, lead-
ing all 30 circuits during the
Wednesday make-up feature to
clinch his first All Star victory since
winning the 2018 Series opener in
Ocala, Florida.

The driver of the Hunter Rac-
ing/DKW Transport/Seneca En-
ergy/Bonnellʼs Rod Shop/No. 10H
earned the top spot right from the
drop of the green flag, powering
ahead of fellow front row starter,
Justin Peck, as the pair raced into
turn one for the first time. Although
dominate from the start, Keme-
nahʼs trip to victory lane was far
from down an easy path. Kemenah
was forced to survive six stoppages
during the 30-lapper, two of which
resulting in red flag conditions.

“My car owner, Rob Hunter, re-
ally messed up today; he took the
night off and stayed home tonight,”
Chad Kemenah laughed in victory
lane. “This is really cool. It feels
great to get this done. To say our
Speedweek has been up and down
is an understatement, but this team
doesnʼt give up. I felt like we got
better after that first red. (Brian Ke-
menah) came out and made some
adjustments that really helped out
the car. I lost a race on the final lap
here to Dave Blaney last year. Iʼd
drive into the fence before I let that
happen again.”

Although it was Kemenah in
control, it was Ryan Smith and Paul
McMahan who were putting on the
show, battling almost side-by-side
for the runner-up position for a mul-
titude of laps. Continuing to substi-
tute for Max McGhee, Smith
secured the runner-up spot for the
first time on lap six. McMahan, a
two-time winner thus far in 2018 for
car owner Tom Buch, powered into
third for the first time on lap eight.

The duo exchanged positions 
(Continued Next Page)
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Classic Title; McMahan
Earns Ohio Sprint

Speedweek Championship

Duncan Cole claimed the $10,000 win for the Rick Ferkel Classic at
Atomic Speedway on Saturday. (ASCOC photo)

Chad Kemenah raced his way to victory lane in the first race of the
night at Atomic Speedway. The first feature was a make up race from
the cancelled race from Wednesday night. (Paul Arch photo)
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four times between
laps 16 and 26 begin-
ning with McMahan
getting by Smith after
a restart on lap 16.
Smith returned the
favor on lap 21, but it
would not last long, as
McMahan was able to
sneak back by the fa-
miliar No. 11 after a
restart on lap 22. The
caution on lap 22,
waved for an upside-
down Mitch Harble,
was the final stop of
the night. It followed a

trio of yellow flags during the first
half of the main event on laps five,
ten, and fourteen, as well as a red
flag on lap 18 for Parker Price-
Miller who was battling inside the
top-five. All drivers involved in all
accidents walked away unharmed.

Once green flag action returned
following the lap 22 caution, McMa-
han and Smithʼs battle resumed. By
lap 26, Smith was all over McMa-
han again, ultimately powering
back around the Nashville native
via Elk Grove, Calif., to officially re-
gain second on lap 26. After gain-
ing second for the final time, Smith
set his aim for Kemenah, working
as hard as he could to match Ke-
menahʼs pace through the middle
of the speedway. A late charge
would put Smith within a half-sec-
ond of Kemenah, but time was out.
Kemenah held on for the $5,000
payday, followed Ryan Smith, Paul
McMahan, Jac Haudenschild, and
Cap Henry.

Mother Nature Takes
Out Limaland 

LIMA, OH - Heavy rain through-
out the day Thursday, as well as
heavy rain predicted throughout the
day Friday, has forced Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 officials to can-
cel Fridayʼs Cometic Gasket Ohio
Sprint Speedweek presented by
C&R Racing visit to Limaland Mo-
torsports Park.

Speedweek Visit to
Muskingum County

Speedway Cancelled 
DRESDEN, OH - Due to heavy,

overnight rain, as well as additional
rain in the forecast for later this af-
ternoon and evening, Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 officials were left
with no choice but to cancel the
Cometic Gasket Ohio Sprint

Speedweek presented by C&R
Racing visit to Muskingum County
Speedway scheduled for Thursday
evening, June 21. The event will
not be made up.

Bell Gets by Larson
Late to Score Sprint

Speedweek Victory at
Sharon Speedway 

HARTFORD, OH - Round five of
Cometic Gasket Ohio Sprint
Speedweek presented by C&R
Racing at Sharon Speedway
seemed to be a lock for Elk Grove,
Californiaʼs Kyle Larson on Tues-
day night, charging ahead from the
outside of row five to take com-
mand from Christopher Bell by lap
15.

Although the potential outcome
seemed obvious, Bell had some-
thing to say, mounting an impres-
sive charge during the late stages
of the 30-lapper to drive back
around Larson, eventually earning
the fifth Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
victory of his career, two of which
accomplished at the Hartford oval.

“Kyle (Larson) is one hell of a
driver. His car has been really good
all week,” Christopher Bell said to
the crowd on Tuesday night. “I
knew he was going to be tough to
beat. I kept seeing his number
climb higher and higher on the
scoreboard over in turn three. To be
able to do this with the team that I
have it really special. Tonight was a
lot of fun. Iʼm very thankful I get to
drive this thing.”

Bell, aboard the Dough-Si-
Dough Shoppe/Linderʼs Speed
Equipment/No. 11N sprint car, led
during two different segments of
the 30-lap program, the first being
after the drop of the initial green.
The current NASCAR Xfinity star

led the first 14 circuits before his
reign was interrupted by Kyle Lar-
son.

Larsonʼs march toward the front
of the field commenced at the drop
of the green, utilizing a restart to
move into third with just seven laps
complete, soon driving around
Danny Dietrich for second just two
circuits later. A pair of cautions on
laps 13 and 15 set the field nose-
to-tail again giving Larson two more
attempts to gain the race lead. Al-
though Larson was unable to work
underneath Bell after the lap 13
restart, his lap 15 attempt was suc-
cessful, gluing his Paul Silva-
owned, No. 57 machine to the
bottom of the speedway to drive
underneath Bell as the pair battled
off of turn four.

Keeping is focus on the bottom
of the speedway, Larson main-
tained control until lap 27. As
lapped cars started to block his rac-
ing lane, Bell took advantage, driv-
ing hard around the topside of the
speedway to fly by Larson to offi-
cially lead lap 27. Larson moved to
the cushion shortly thereafter in a
desperate attempt to make-up
ground on Bell, but it was too late.
Bell throttled on to cross under the
final checkers 1.47 seconds ahead
of Larson, followed by Danny Diet-
rich, Rico Abreu, and a hard-charg-
ing Parker Price-Miller, who
advanced 17 positions to earn the
eveningʼs MSD Performance Hard
Charger Award.

“It was tough. Whenever I came
here last year, there was a lot more
left on the top to run. This year, it
was tough,” Christopher Bell con-
tinued in victory lane. “By laps two,
three and four, I could tell that the
top was already starting to go
away. It was a matter of me just
staying off of the wall and keeping
my tires under me as I exited off of

the corners. I was kinda surprised
Kyle (Larson) stayed on the bottom
behind the lapped cars. That gave
me an open road on the top. I did-
nʼt have the grip to run the bottom,
so I was pretty much committed to
the top.”

“I was watching all of the lapped
cars in front of me race around the
bottom, so I figured the top was too
dirty to go up there,” a disappointed
Kyle Larson said. “I kept thinking
about moving to the top earlier, but
I just didnʼt do it. Iʼm kinda kicking
myself now. Bell did a really good
job, so congratulations to him and
his team.”

Kyle Larson Becomes
First Sprint

Speedweek Repeat
Winner of 2018

ORRVILLE, OH - Elk Grove,
Californiaʼs Kyle Larson became
the first repeat winner of Cometic
Gasket Ohio Sprint Speedweek
presented by C&R Racing on Mon-
day night at Wayne County Speed-
way, leading all 30 circuits to claim
his second $5,000 top prize in
three days, bumping his career-win
total to three at Wayne County
Speedway; eight in total against
Tony Stewartʼs All Stars.

Larson, now a back-to-back win-
ner at “Orrvilleʼs Historic Oval” dur-
ing Ohio Sprint Speedweek
competition, earned his Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 victory from the
outside-front row, getting the early
jump on fellow California native Gio
Scelzi, and Ohio favorite, the “Wild
Child” Jac Haudenschild.

Utilizing the very topside of the
speedway, Larson maintained a
blistering pace during his campaign
at the front of the field, very rarely
having to deal with lapped traffic as
four cautions, two of which result-
ing in red flag conditions, would
keep the field in check.

Larsonʼs closest call of the main
event occurred with just a handful
of circuits remaining. Former
Wayne County Speedway track
champion, Andrew Palker, was be-
ginning to reel in Larson as the
front-runners entered traffic. Set-
ting up Larson for a last-ditch effort
takeover, Palker attempted to drive
underneath Larson at the exit of
turn four on lap 29, and again at the
entrance of turn one on lap 30. Lar-
sonʼs momentum proved to be too
strong, holding on to score the
Speedweek triumph.

Andrew Palker drove on to finish
second during the 30-lapper, fol-
lowed by Paul McMahan, Carson
Macedo and Christopher Bell.
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Christopher Bell got by Kyle Larson for the win during the Cometic
Gasket Ohio Sprint Speedweek presented by C&R Racing at Sharon
Speedway. (ASCOC photo)



Charlotte Motor
Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Race fans will have a
golden opportunity to
e x p e r i e n c e
NASCARʼs newest
track up close and
personal on July 14,
by driving their vehi-
cles around the
ROVAL™, Charlotte
Motor Speedwayʼs
road course oval. Tick-
etholders to the Sept.
30 Bank of America
ROVAL™ race can
drive their personal
vehicles in a FREE

three-lap, Saturday-evening shake-
down around the innovative, 2.28-
mile course from 4-8 p.m. on July
14. Ticketholders can take part in
the event by picking up a voucher
in the speedway ticket office and
signing appropriate waivers.

The groundbreaking ROVAL™
course is NASCAR's newest track.
The course features a 35-foot ele-
vation change between the infield
“Redneck Hill” portion and the bot-
tom of Oval Turns 3 and 4. The
track has received valuable feed-
back from world-class drivers in-
cluding Jeff Gordon, Mario Andretti,
A.J. Allmendinger, Jeff Burton and
Max Papis, who lauded the circuit's
high potential for exciting racing.

The exclusive July 14 fan event
gives ticketholders the chance to
test-drive the same track that the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
riesʼ brightest stars will use in
FREE Test Fests from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. on July 10 and 17. The Test
Fests serve as all-important tune-
ups for the Sept. 28-30 race week,
which feature the first playoff road
course races in NASCAR history.

Fans attending Test Fest can
enjoy food and drinks, live music
and games, mechanical bull rides
and a spectacular view of the on-
track action from Whisky River, lo-
cated at Gate 6. Fans who visit Test
Fest will also receive a voucher for
a free ticket to the accompanying
Bojangles' Summer Shootout Leg-
end Car and Bandolero races that
evening.

TICKETS: To purchase tickets,
camping and upgrades to the Sept.
28-30 race weekend, fans can visit
the speedway ticket office, call 1-
800-455-FANS (3267) or shop for
tickets online at www.charlottemo-
torspeedway.com.

MORE INFO: Fans can connect
with Charlotte Motor Speedway by
following on Twitter and Instagram
or become a Facebook fan. Keep
up with all the latest news and in-

formation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - While fans

are soaking in the summer sun,
they can also take in incredible
ticket prices for Talladega Super-
speedwayʼs highly-anticipated
NASCAR Playoff doubleheader
weekend (Oct. 12-14). And, starting
today, Monday, June 25, being a
part of the Talladega experience
can be done at a lower cost with
the trackʼs “advance-priced” ticket
offers.

Advance-priced tickets gives
fans the opportunity to save money
on countless ticket options for the
pivotal 1000Bulbs.com 500 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) race, the second event
(of three) in the Round of 12 in the
MENCS Playoffs, as well as the
Talladega 250 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series (NCWTS)
event. It, too, has playoff ramifica-
tions as the final race in the Round
of 8 where the field of title con-
tenders will be trimmed from eight
to six at the drop of the checkered
flag.

Advance-priced ticket options for
the “wildcard” playoff weekend are
available for a limited time and in-
clude the following:

• $20 off race-week pricing for
the 1000Bulbs.com 500 on Sun-
day, Oct. 14

• $10 off race-week pricing for
the Talladega 250 on Saturday,
Oct. 13

• 2-Day ticket packages for both
Saturday and Sunday start at only
$50
FREE Friday (Oct. 12) will allow all
fans to witness qualifying which will
determine the starting lineup for
Saturdayʼs Talladega 250 NCWTS
race from the grandstand for
FREE. Grandstand entry begins at
4 p.m. CDT.

Kids 12 and younger are also
admitted FREE on Saturday for the
Talladega 250 as well as practice
and Foodland/Food Giant Qualify-
ing for Sundayʼs 1000Bulbs.com
500. For Sunday, Kids 12 and
younger receive $50 off regular
price grandstand and tower seats,
starting as low as $15.

Anyone holding a Sunday ticket
for the 1000Bulbs.com 500 will also
have access to the traditional Sat-
urday Night Infield Concert, located
in the infamous infield at
NASCARʼs Party Capital.

Thereʼs an array of fun activities
for young and old alike during the
entire 3-day weekend, including the
Fan Zone, complete with countless
interactive exhibits as well as the

Fanatics mobile units that feature
all kinds of driver and team mer-
chandise. The Fan Zone, which will
also host an autograph session by
several NCWTS drivers on Friday,
opens earlier that day at 9 a.m.
CDT.

Talladega Superspeedway of-
fers over 15,000 free camping sites
in three conveniently located parks.
Free campgrounds will open Mon-
day morning on a first-come, first-
served basis and must show a
Sunday 1000Bulbs.com 500 race
ticket for entry. Free day parking on
Talladega Superspeedway prop-
erty also remains available.

For more information on Tal-
ladega Superspeedwayʼs advance-
priced ticket options, as well as
hospitality opportunities (Fan
Suites, Premium Box, Paddock
Club, Unrestricted and Sunday VIP
Experience), simply visit www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
855-518-RACE (7223).

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - Pocono

Raceway and the American Red
Cross invite blood donors to attend
the 13th Annual Pocono Raceway
Blood Drive and Ride for the Red
on Thursday, July 5. Both events,
along with two satellite blood
drives, are being held to honor the
memory of late Raceway em-
ployee, Ryan Yanoshak. 

The Pocono Raceway Blood
Drive will take place at the Race-
way, located at 1234 Long Pond
Road, Long Pond, Pennsylvania,
from 12-7 p.m. on Thursday, July 5.
Appointments to donate blood can
be made by calling 1-800-RED
CROSS or visiting redcross-
blood.org and using sponsor code
POCONO.

In addition to giving blood, at-
tendees are invited to “Ride for the
Red.” A $10 per lap donation will
enable participants to drive a lap, or
laps, around Pocono Raceway
using their own vehicles. Blood
donors who plan to participate
should do so before they donate.
All proceeds will benefit Red Cross
disaster relief efforts in the Pocono
Mountains, which helps families
prepare for, respond to and recover
from disasters, both big and small. 

Two satellite blood drives are
being held for those unable to at-
tend the events at
the Raceway. One
will take place at
the Saint Faustina
Kowalska Parish
Hall in Nanticoke,
Pa., from 1-6 p.m.
on July 3. The
other is being at

the Hilton Scranton & Conference
Center in Scranton, Pa., from 12-5
p.m. on July 5.

This yearʼs blood drive is being
held in memory of the late Ryan
Yanoshak. Yanoshak, raised in
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, was
Pocono Racewayʼs Managing Di-
rector of Marketing Communica-
tions and had previously works as
the Assistant Athletic Director and
Special Assistant to the Executive
Athletic Director at the Unites
States Military Academy in West
Point, New York.  A beloved son,
brother, friend and co-worker,
Yanoshak passed away in Decem-
ber 2017 following a courageous
battle with cancer.

“Our entire staff looks forward to
hosting the blood drive each and
every year,” said Pocono Raceway
President, Ben May. “It is one of our
favorite events and we truly enjoy
working with the American Red
Cross. We, along with the
Yanoshak family, owe the Red
Cross our sincerest gratitude as
they wanted to tribute to Ryan this
year. Ryan played a key role in
planning and managing the last two
blood drives here. We look forward
to what will be an amazing day and
hope many donors will join us as
honor Ryanʼs memory on July 5.”

Presenting donors at the
Pocono Raceway Blood Drive will
be placed into a random drawing
for (4) Terrace Club tickets to the
Gander Outdoors 400 at Pocono
Raceway, frontstage access to a
pre-race concert and frontstage ac-
cess to Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series driver introductions on
Sunday, July 29. Presenting donors
at each of the Satellite Blood Drives
will be entered in a random draw-
ing to win one of two (4) packs of
tickets to the Gander Outdoors
400. Prizes and gifts are not re-
deemable for cash.

Suburban Propane is a proud
national sponsor of the American
Red Cross Blood Services and is
helping to increase awareness of
the constant need for blood and
platelet donations.

Presenting donors at the Race-
way can enjoy an on-site cookout
and will get a $10 Visa gift card,
courtesy of Suburban Propane, on 
July 5. Suburban Propane  

(Continued Next Page)
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employees will also
volunteer at the blood
drive as part of one of
the largest national
volunteer commit-
ments to Red Cross
Blood Services from a
corporate partner.

Blood drives at
Pocono Raceway
have collected approx-
imately 3,000 pints of
blood over the past 12
years. 

This blood drive
comes as the Red
Cross is urging individ-

uals to help ensure blood is never
missing from hospital shelves by
donating blood or platelets through
the Missing Types campaign.

The goal of Missing Types is to
inspire new blood donors and
those who havenʼt given in a while
to give this summer and become a
regular blood donor for patients in
need in the years to come.For the
past four years, new Red Cross
blood donors have declined by
about 80,000 each year. More
blood donors are needed now to fill
the gaps. 

How to donate blood:
Simply download the American

Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to
make an appointment or for more
information. All blood types are
needed to ensure a reliable supply
for patients. A blood donor card or
driverʼs license or two other forms
of identification are required at
check-in. Individuals who are 17
years of age in most states (16 with
parental consent where allowed by
state law), weigh at least 110
pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate
blood. High school students and
other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can
save time at their next donation by
using RapidPass® to complete
their pre-donation reading and
health history questionnaire online,
on the day of their donation, before
arriving at the blood drive. To get
started, follow the instructions at
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - When

the checkered flag waves on the
60th Coke Zero Sugar 400 on Sat-
urday, July 7, Daytona International
Speedway will light up the sky

above the 2.5-mile tri-oval with one
of the largest fireworks shows in
the Southeast. 

A tradition that began with the in-
augural nighttime running of the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries event back in 1998, Fireworks
By Santore, based in nearby Fla-
gler County, will showcase the
powerful 15-minute patriotic cele-
bration that includes a one-minute,
30-second grand finale. 

A crew of 10 will work seven
days along the shores of Lake
Lloyd to set up the show, which will
be fired from 15 different locations
using state-of-the-art digital firing
equipment. Fireworks By Santore
will utilize:

• Shells ranging in size from one
inch up to eight inches

• More than 8,000 individual
bursts

• 10,000+ pounds of explosive
powder

• Enough control wire to circle
the 2.5-mile tri-oval two times

Types of shells included in the
show range from the traditional
Chrysanthemum, Peonies,
Dahlias, Willows and Salutes to
specialty shells such as Cube Pat-
tern – which produce a 3-D box
with the letters U.S. A. – Smiley
Faces, Star Patterns, Double
Rings, 4 Color Changing, Shell of
Shells, Crossettes, Strobing Di-
adems, Twilight Glitters and vibrant
new pastel colors.

Other shells include Sweeping
Rings, Sweeping Inward, Sweep-
ing Outward, Mushroom, Jelly Fish,
Cut Glass, Octopus, Kaleido-
scopes, Diamond Screamers and
Tourbillions.

In addition to the fireworks ex-
travaganza, Fireworks By Santore
will also assist in the driver intro-
duction ceremony utilizing close
proximity pyrotechnics and cryo-
genic effects and during the cham-
pionʼs celebration in Gatorade
Victory Lane by firing more than 30
pounds of custom-cut Coca-Cola
bottle-shaped confetti in the air. 

Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar
400 Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series race on Saturday night, July
7, the Coca-Cola Firecracker 250
NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Fri-
day night, July 6 and all Daytona
International Speedway events can
be purchased online at www.day-
tonainternationalspeedway.com or
by calling 1-800-PITSHOP.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat,
and by downloading Daytona Inter-
national Speedwayʼs mobile app,
for the latest Speedway news.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Fans attend-

ing Talladega Superspeedway
this fall will experience a pivotal
NASCAR Playoff doubleheader
weekend (Oct. 12-14) for both the
Monster Energy Cup Series
(1000Bulbs.com 500) and the
Camping World Truck Series (Tal-
ladega 250), which will also include
“Free Friday” for those wishing to
go in the grandstands.

• Friday, Oct. 12: The weekend,
which could play a major role in the
outcome of both series season-
ending championships, kicks off on
Friday with practice sessions and
qualifying for the Talladega 250. At
4 p.m. CDT, the grandstands (en-
trance at Gate EP4) will be open for
fans to watch those time trials (two
rounds of single vehicle laps that
begin at 4:35 p.m. CDT) which will
determine the starting lineup for
Saturdayʼs Talladega 250. Three
times in 12 truck races at TSS has
the pole winner gone on to win the
event. Again, admission is FREE
and Gate EP4 opens at 4 p.m.
CDT.

In addition to the qualifying,
thereʼs much more for fans to do on
Friday at NASCARʼs Most Compet-
itive track. Those looking to “gear
up” to showcase the support of
their favorite driver and track can
do so by visiting the Fanatics mo-
bile units that will be in the Fan
Zone, which will be open all three
days, beginning at 9 a.m. CDT on
Friday. Located outside the
frontstretch near Turn 4, these
shopping entities include a wide se-
lection of merchandise of cham-
pion, veteran and “young gun”
drivers. The Fan Zone also offers
families a host of fun activities and
music, as well as countless inter-
active exhibits. Returning to Tal-
ladegaʼs Fan Zone will be exciting
events for everyone from partners'
Monster Energy, GEICO, Coca-
Cola, Chevy, Honda Generators,
Busch, Camping World and many
more.

Several NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series (NCWTS) driv-
ers will sign autographs on Friday
from 2-2:45 p.m. CDT in the Fan
Zone (exact location TBD). The day
concludes during the evening at 7
p.m. CDT with the trackʼs traditional
infield “Big One on the Blvd,” an
outrageous and fun event for infield
camping guests, renewal guest
ticket holders and fans with infield
wristband admissions. NASCAR
drivers will parade through the in-
field and then oversee some fun
and over-the-top fan competitions.
A total of 18 NASCAR drivers/per-
sonalities were a part of the "Big

One on the Blvd" in the spring.
• Saturday, Oct. 13: The Satur-

day lineup jumpstarts at 10:05 a.m.
CDT as the stars of the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
(MENCS) hit the track for the first
time with practice for Sundayʼs
1000Bulbs.com 500.

Later in the day, at 3:35 p.m.
CDT, those same drivers will par-
take in Foodland/Food Giant Qual-
ifying with two rounds of single-car
trials to see who takes home the
coveted pole position for the
1000Bulbs.com 500.

On fourteen different occasions,
a driver who has started on the
pole has won a MENCS race at Tal-
ladega, with the latest being Ricky
Stenhouse Jr. in the spring of 2017.

Sandwiched in between those
activities for the 1000Bulbs.com
500 are 250 miles of nail-biting mo-
ments as the truck drivers tackle
Talladegaʼs 2.66-mile venue in the
Talladega 250 at Noon.

Parker Kligerman is the defend-
ing champion of the event while
Fairhope, ALʼs Grant Enfinger cap-
tured the crown in 2016. The race
will close out the Round of 8 in the
NCWTS Playoffs and reduce the
field of title contenders from eight
to six at the checkered flag. If one
of the eight eligible drivers wins,
that competitor will automatically
advance to the next round. Grand-
stand entry gates open for general
ticket holders at 9 a.m. CDT.

• Sunday, Oct. 14: Brad Ke-
selowski, the defending champion
of Talladegaʼs fall MENCS
event, hopes to give Ford its sev-
enth consecutive victory at
NASCARʼs Most Competitive track
in the 1000Bulbs.com 500, the sec-
ond race (of three) in the Round of
12 in the MENCS Playoffs. The
race is set for a 1 p.m. CDT start,
but there are plenty of fan activities
before the green flag, including the
Fan Zone, the Kids VIP Experience
Presented by Childrenʼs of Ala-
bama as well as Pre-Race VIP op-
portunities. Grandstand entry gates
open for general ticket holders at 9
a.m. CDT.

While at the track for the incred-
ible weekend of racing, it will be a
must to visit the International Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame (IMHOF).
Located just outside of Turn 4, the
IMHOF houses a huge array of
classic race cars and historic mem-
orabilia, showcasing all forms of
motorsports. It will be open all race
week, including NASCAR Playoff
weekend.

For tickets or more information,
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 855-518-RACE
(7223).
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Bowman Gray
Stadium

W I N S T O N -
SALEM, NC - “I didnʼt
think this was going to
happen,” said Burt
Myers about Satur-
dayʼs racing at Bow-
man Gray Stadium.
Myers claimed the
checkered in the 100-
lapper for the Bradʼs
Golf Cars Modified Se-
ries after battling for-
ward from a ninth
place start.

When the com-
petitors randomly drew

for starting position, points con-
tender Tim Brown of Tobaccoville
was placed on the pole. He shot
out past Brian Loftin to take over
the initial lead but was quickly chal-
lenged by Bobby Measmer of Con-
cord. Measmer powered past
Brown on the outside during a dou-
ble-file restart to take over the top
spot.

Brown quickly returned the favor
on the next double-file restart and
reclaimed the lead by passing
Measmer on the outside. Measmer
tried his chances again on the next
restart to motor past Brown. The
two battled side by side for laps
until Measmer fell back on the out-
side row and Burt Myers of Walnut
Cove moved up to second place.

The #83 car of Tim Brown ap-
peared to struggle as well as the #1
car of Myers. Myers tried a move
on the outside but was unsuccess-
ful. But on a second attempt, Myers
was able to get a nose ahead of
Brown when the caution flag flew –
putting Myers in the lead.

“We made changes - some
shocks and springs changes right
before the race,” said Burt Myers.
“And the car wasnʼt great, but I
donʼt think anybodyʼs was. Itʼs so
hot and so greasy. The tires have
been sitting in these tire trucks and
theyʼre hardening up. Everybodyʼs
fighting for everything theyʼve got.”

Tim Brown gave some stout
shots to the bumper of Burt Myers,
but Brown was unable to shake him
out of the lead. “I knew Tim was re-
ally tight, but it gave him a really
good drive off the corner,” said
Myers. “When we got down and
kept logging laps in, I just tried to
protect the bottom - and it seemed
like I was creeping away from him.”

While Brown, Myers, and Meas-
mer battled for the checkered – an-
other battle was taking place
throughout the field. Lee Jeffreys of
Wallburg, Chris Fleming of Mount
Airy, Jonathan Brown of Winston-

Salem, and Jason Myers of Walnut
Cove were the fastest four quali-
fiers on Saturday – and each ac-
cepted the Fansʼ Challenge. They
dropped to the rear for a chance to
win $9,000 if they made it back up
to a top-four finish.

Jason Myers broke into the top
four at around the halfway point in
the race, but staying there is the
real challenge. Jonathan Brown
was right on Myersʼs tail throughout
the race, passing by him with less
than 20 laps to go. That put
Jonathan Brown in the position to
grab the $9,000 all for himself un-
less Jason Myers could make a
move into the top four.The #4 car of
Jason Myers gave a shot to the
bumper of Jonathan Brown, spin-
ning him out and sending him to the
rear. Jason Myers moved up to
third. Chris Fleming took over
fourth, putting him in position to
split the $9,000 with Myers.

With a little over 10 laps to go,
Brown flew through the field to take
over fifth place. He began to put the
pressure on Chris Fleming in an at-
tempt to move back into the top
four. He nudged Fleming during the
final laps, getting Fleming off the
pace enough to attempt a pass on
the white flag lap. But with the
checkered flag waving, Fleming
was still able to beat Brown to the
line by inches. Jason Myers and
Chris Fleming each won $4,500,
while Brown finished fifth and lost
his chance at the prize money.

In the Texas Steak & Tap House
Sportsman Series, Kevin Neal of

Walkertown and Zack Ore of Win-
ston-Salem each claimed the
checkered. Taylor Robbins of Win-
ston-Salem held on to win in the
Law Offices of John Barrow Street
Stock Series. And there was cause
for a family celebration as father
James Allison and son Chris Allison
of Mocksville each won in the
Q104.1 Stadium Stock Series.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway will showcase
three special events in nine days
during the upcoming week of the
Independence Day Holiday June
30, July 3, and July 8. 

This coming Saturday, June 30,
the speedway will host its annual
Kids Night in memory of life-long
race fan Carol Stuck who passed
away in the fall of 2016. On Kids
Night, students and kids ages 17
and under will be admitted FREE! 

There will be lots of games, give-
aways, and activities for young
race fans throughout the nightʼs
racing program featuring the 360
sprint cars, super late models, pro
stocks, and roadrunners sponsored
by Sunbury Eagles Club. 

Fans of all ages can meet sev-
eral drivers and see their race cars
up close in the grandstand midway
as part of a pre-race autograph
session. At intermission, children
ages 12 and under will have the op-
portunity to race their big wheels,
power wheels, and bicycles down
the frontstretch. Winners in each of
the age groups will receive tro-

phies. All participants will be re-
quired to wear helmets. 

Grandstand and pit gates will
open at 5 p.m. with racing slated for
7:30 p.m. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will
swing back into action with a rare
mid-week show at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, July 3, for the Firecracker
races sponsored by Selinsgrove
Ford. 

The 360 sprint cars and super
late models will each compete in
30-lap main events paying $3,000
to win and $275 to start! The pro
stocks will compete in a 15-lap fea-
ture in memory of former Selins-
grove Speedway champion C.W.
Smith paying $1,028 to win. The
top 10 positions of the pro stock
purse have been increased. Driv-
ers in all three divisions will draw
for starting positions and redraw for
features. 

A professional fireworks display
will cap off the big night of racing
July 3 at the historic half-mile oval.
Track gates will open at 5 p.m. 

Both the June 30 and July 3
races will be 358 sprint car bonus
nights sponsored by the Newville
Family of Companies. $300, $200,
and $100 bonuses will be awarded
to the top three finishing 358 sprint
car drivers in each of the 360 sprint
car main events. 

Rounding out the speedwayʼs
trifecta of holiday racing programs
will be the Middleswarth Potato
Chips PA Speedweek Finale for the
410 sprint cars in memory of Dick
Bogar and Jan Opperman at 7:30
p.m. Sunday, July 8. 

The 410 sprint cars will be fea-
tured in a 30-lap main event paying
$5,000 to win and $400 to start.
Joining the 410 sprint cars for the
open wheel doubleheader will be
the PASS 305 sprint cars in a 20-
lap feature. 

Grandstand and pit gates on
July 8 will open at 5 p.m. 

For the latest news, results, and
race status, visit selinsgrovespeed-
way.com or follow us on Twitter and
Facebook. The speedway office
can also be reached at
570.374.2266.

Tri-State Speedway
Haubstadt, IN - June 24, 2018 -

Shannon Babb won Sunday
night s Summer Nationals event
for the touring Dirt Car Racing Late
Models.  It was his third SN win at
Haubstadt in the last 5 years! Babb
had held on in a race against 22
other drivers and an impending rain
storm. He continues in leading the
ʻHell Tourʼ points as the tour contin-
ues.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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After claiming the victory, Burt Myers smiles with family in Win-
nerʼs Circle. (ERIC HYLTON PHOTOGRAPHY)



(Continued…)

The Moweaqua,
IL, driver started fifth in
the 40 lap feature and
was already running
second on lap two.
One car separated
Babb from being in the
lead. That car was
driven by Texan Tyler
Erb. Erb had a very
fast car and had
started on the front
row by virtue of lead-
ing group two qualifi-
cations in turning a
14.843 seconds lap.
Erb led the race for the

first 13 laps. Babb made the pass
on lap 14 to take the lead.

The race at the front was com-
petitive throughout from first on
back through the top ten. The battle
over second intensified. Erb found
Brian Shirley making repeated
challenges as the two exchanged
the runner-up position several
times entering turn three and exit-
ing turn four. Erb, who was last
year s Tri-State Summer Nationals
victor, would finish second. He
closed in again on the leader late in
the race. The second half of the
feature included four restarts fol-
lowing yellow flags for collisions,
spins, and debris.

Veteran Billy Moyer moved past
Brian Shirley with less than ten laps
to go to claim third. Moyer worked
to improve six spots during the fea-
ture. Shirley was fourth with Ohio s
Rusty Schlenk claiming fifth. Timo-
thy Culp, Jason Feger, Frank Heck-
enast Jr., Chase Junghans, and
Gordy Gundaker rounded out the
top ten.

The expected rain appeared as
the cars were completing lap 37,
but it was light. The late model fea-
ture was completed in an abbrevi-
ated show. With weather
threatening late model heat races
were not held.  All cars advanced to
and lined up for the feature based
on qualifications. It was a co-oper-
ative and all-out effort to beat the
rain. But the rain increased and
would eventually cause the rest of
the show which was to include the
Modified B and A features to be
called off.

The Summit Modifieds were
present in force. Four heat races
were held for the 37 cars present.
Those were won by Dustin Beck,
Brandon McDowell, Zach Fair, and
Trent Young. Fair had set the over-
all fastest time in group qualifica-
tions. His best lap was a 16.225
seconds trip around the ¼ mile
oval.

The Summit Modified feature
has been rescheduled and will be
run on September 2. Those cars
qualified will be able to run in the
make-up feature plus compete in
the program already scheduled for
that night. The management is of-
fering a $5 discount on that night to
anyone bringing a ticket stub or
armband from the June 24th race.

The next event on the schedule
to be held at Tri-State Speedway
will be the  Sprint Stampede  on
Saturday July 14. That program will
feature the MSCS Sprints, the
MOWA Wing Sprints, and the
MMSA Mini Sprints. It will be a
triple header all sprint program.
Provided as News and Information
for Tri-State Speedway.

Hickory Motor Speedway
Engines roared to life once

again at the Birthplace of the
NASCAR Stars as Hickory Motor
Speedway welcomed Woodforest
Bank for their Night at the Races.

The NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Series Late Models would
pound the pavement first at the
famed 3/8 mile oval for race num-
ber one of two for them on the
night. Cole Glasson in the #5 would 
top the charts in qualifying and start 

for the pole position while Evan
Swilling in the #18 would start to his
outside. 2017 Hickory Motor
Speedway Track Champion Ryan
Millington in the #15 would start in-
side of row two with Chris Hud-
speth in the #28 to his outside.
Glasson would nose ahead early
but Swilling would soon make the
move around to the top spot. Swill-
ing would hold the advantage for
several laps, but would eventually
see pressure from Millington with
10 laps to go. A caution at lap 32

would bunch the field for a restart
and set up a great battle for the
win. Swilling would use the pre-
ferred line on the restart to get the
top spot but Millington would soon
pull to his inside. The pair would
battle side by side for the final laps
with Millington finally able to nose
ahead as he came off of turn four
of the final lap and grab another
victory at Americaʼs Most Famous
Short Track. Swilling would come
across in 2nd with Hickory Motor
Speedway points leader Jacob
Heather in the #95 in 3rd. Glasson
would finish 4th while Mike Darne
in the #21 would make a visit and
finish 5th.

Next up would see the Carolina
Custom Golf Cart 4-Cylinders hit
the track for 25 action packed laps.
Brian Mundy in the #6 would lead
qualifying and start from the point
with Dennis Ward in the #25 to his
outside. As the green flag would fall
Hickory Motor Speedway points
leader Mundy would have mechan-
ical issues and slow on the front
stretch. Mundy would make it to the
pits and however he was done for
the night. Ward would pull out to a
commanding lead as the battle for
second would be a three way affair
between Robert Trivette in the #11,

Cody Combs in the #9, and Allison
Houston in the #29. Ward would
drive on to the victory with Houston
finishing 2nd. Robert Trivette would
finish 3rd, Cody Combs in the #9
would finish 4th, and Rodney Triv-
ette in the #93 would finishing 5th.

The Cosmo Motors Street
Stocks would hit the track next for
30 laps of racing. Mark Whitten in
the #77 would turn the fast lap in
qualifying and start from the top
spot with last weekʼs winner, Gary
Ledbetter in the #32 to his outside.

Whitten and Ledbetter would battle
side by side for several laps before
Ledbetter would finally nose ahead.
Ledbetter would drive on for the
win with a hard charging Whitten
finishing 2nd. Troy DeMarmels in
the #18 would grab 3rd, Jared
Broadbent in the #74 would finish
4th, and Trey Buff in the #69 would
round out the top 5.

Rolling off next would see the
One Design Super Trucks lining up
to do battle for 35 laps. The #13 of
Dakota Slagle would pace qualify-
ing and start from the pole position
with the #51 of Allen Huffman to his
outside. Slagle and Huffman would
duel side by side for several laps
before Huffman would eventually
pull into the lead. Slagle would tuck
in to Huffmanʼs tire tracks and stay
close for the entire race. Sheflon
Clay in the #15 would start shotgun
on the field after mechanical prob-
lems would cause him to miss qual-
ifying but he would charge through
the field and spin late in the race
while attempting to make a pass for
second place. Huffman would sur-
vive several restarts to hang on for
the win. Slagle would finish 2nd
with Joey Shuryan in the #30 close
behind finishing 3rd. Charlie Neill in
the #26 would come home in 4th
with Sheflon Clay in the #15 finish-
ing 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would be the next
to hit the track for their 35 lap fea-
ture. Vince Midas in the #14 would
grab his first pole position and start
from the top spot with last weekʼs
winner, Gage Painter in the #12 to
his outside. The #34 of Pat Rachels
would start inside of row two with
Taylor Gray in the #15 to his out-
side. Midas and Painter would have
a spirited battle for the initial lead,
but Midas would nose ahead with
Painter settling in second. Battles
would rage throughout the field
over the laps but everyone would
keep their cool and their cars mov-
ing in the right direction, until lap 33
when a spin would bring out the
caution with two laps remaining
setting up a green-white-
checkered restart. Midas would get
the jump and lead the final two laps
to grab his first Hickory Motor
Speedway victory. Rachels would
make a move around for 2nd while
Painter would have a good finish of
3rd. Dylon Wilson in the #4 would
move back up to finish 4th and
Chase Janes in the #47 would
round out the top 5.

The Renegades would roll off
next for their 20 lap fracas. Justin
Austin in the #1 would set fast time
and start from the top spot with the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Ryan Millington (center) goes two-for-two Saturday night winning
both Late Model features at Hickory Motor Speedway. (SHERRI
STEARNS photo)
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#51 of Robbie Holli-
field to his outside.
Austin would jump to
the early lead but
quickly develop me-
chanical issues and
pull down pit road
under caution. Austin
would rejoin the field at
the rear of the pack
with Hollifield at the
point. Kyle DiVanna in
the #71, David Hasson
in the #83, and Austin
would all start working
their way back through
the field setting up a

great finish. Hasson and Austin
would battle side by side for the last
7 laps with Austin grabbing win #5
on the year as the checkered flag
flew. Hasson finished 2nd, DiVanna
would take 3rd, Kenneth Roberts in
the #8 would finish 4th, and Brian
Larkin in the #7 would round out
the top 5 in 5th.

The NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Series Late Models would con-
clude their doubleheader with race
number two rolling off for another
slugfest. With the invert from the
finishing order of race one Bob
Saville in the #8 would start from
the top spot with Kevin Leicht in the
#25 to his outside. As the green
flag fell patience would be in short
supply as third place starter Lan-
don Huffman in the #75 would take
the front row three wide down the
backstretch on the first lap of the 40
lap feature. Unfortunately, one of
the trio would never make it back to
the line as Saville would land hard
into the backstretch wall. On the
restart Huffman would take the lead
on the first lap and attempt to set
sail. First race winner Ryan Milling-
ton in the #15 would start deep in
the field after the invert and pa-
tiently work his way towards the
front. Lap 30 Huffman would see
the #5 of Cole Glasson and Milling-
ton working their way towards the
leaders bumper. Millington would
make his way around Glasson and
with just five laps to go, begin to run
down the leader, Huffman. Milling-
ton would slip under Huffman to set
up a battle for the win that would
bring the fans to their feet. Milling-
ton would grab the win in a thrilling
finish. Huffman would take 2nd with
Glasson finishing 3rd. Hickory
Motor Speedway points leader
Jacob Heafner in the #95 would fin-
ish 4th while Annabeth Barnes-
Crum in the #12 would finish 5th.

Finishing off the night would be
the Smash & Crash Series for 10
laps of motoring mayhem. With the

addition of a second tractor tire in
turn one to match the previous tire
in turn 4 the course would have
twice the excitement. After drifting
his way around the course on sev-
eral occasions Matt Fox in the #3F
would drive on to take the victory.

Next week will see the
NASCASR Whelen All American
Series back in action and Round #6
of the Paramount Kia ʻBig 10ʼ Rac-
ing Challenge for the Paramount
Auto Group Limited Late Models,
Twin 25 lap features for the One
Design Super Trucks, Twin 25 Lap
features for the Cosmo Motors
Street Stocks, and an exciting 100
lap Enduro.

In two weeks fans will get the
chance to see a special double
header weekend treat, July 6th &
7th, with the Monster Trucks of De-
struction and a fireworks show con-
cluding the Saturday night event.
Tickets are on sale at the track of-
fice or call 828-464-3655.

For more info check us out at
www.hickorymotorspeedway.com,
FB, Twitter, and Instagram.

Rockford Speedway
Race fans at Rockford Speed-

way were treated to both comfort-
able weather and thrilling feature
races as part of Metro Medical Kids
Night. 

Division point leader Jon
Reynolds Jr finally put one in the
win column on Saturday night,
charging to the lead on lap five of
the 30 lap Late Model Feature and
holding on for his first win of 2018. 

Reynolds had to withstand sev-
eral challenges over the race's final
eight laps from Alex Papini en route
to the checkers. During those final
eight circuits, Papini took numer-
ous looks at the lead while using
his front bumper to massage the
backside of Reynolds car in looking
for the right opportunity to take the
lead. Despite coming ever so close,
Papini could not slip past Reynolds
and snag his fourth win of the sea-
son. 

The two former track champions
had the crowd on their feet as the
checkered flag waved, with
Reynolds keeping his car straight
off turn four after one final nudge
from Papini. Despite falling short of
victory, the win was a solid bounce-
back for Papini, who had to scratch
his entry following qualifying one
week ago after discovering rear
end issues. 

Tom Gille finished third in the
caution-free race, followed by Matt
Berger in fourth. Jake Vanoskey,
making his first start at Rockford
since a violent wreck on Opening
Night, rounded out the top five. 

After working hard on the track
and coming painfully close to vic-
tory one week ago, Adam
Cartwright overcame early obsta-
cles and endured some hard work
off-the-track this week. The reward
was a second win of the season for
the Roscoe resident, who inherited
the lead after a lap 15 restart and
sailed to victory in the 25 lap fea-
ture race. 

Cartwright began the night with
rear end issues on his car, forcing
him to miss some practice while
only receiving one lap of qualifying.
When the green flag flew on his
main event though, Cartwright and
Terrance Robinson waged an epic
15 lap tussle for the top spot, while
each car behind them found a
dancing partner...creating up to
four continuous battles for position
on the track! An incident between
Richie Schinderling and Cody
Houseweart brought out the race's
only yellow and shook up the field
in several ways. Schinderling left
the track and Houseweart went to
the back, while Josh Thiering, who
held a top five position, made his
way pitside during the caution flag. 

The driver who inherited the
most good fortune during the yel-
low was point leader Howie Ware,
who was running seventh before
the yellow. but found himself fourth
in the order after the chaos and
elected to restart on the bottom
groove when the race restarted.
Robinson lead the field back to
green but stumbled out of the
blocks, handing the lead to
Cartwright. Robinson's car then
struggled to negotiate turn one and
tickled the wall, ending his chances
for victory. Ware continued to ben-
efit from the madness, making his
way to second place by lap 17. But
Ware's run ended there, as
Cartwright won the race while Ware
settled for second place. Johnny
Robinson II finished third, with
Houseweart battling back to fourth
and Garrick Fry rounding out the
top five. 

For the fifth time this season,
Franc Beldowski collected a fea-
ture win in the Miller Lite American
Short Trackers. Beldowski, who's
had a flare for the dramatic in 2018,
got past leader Aaron Rude on lap
15 when Rude's car bobbled in turn
two, opening the door for Bel-
dowski to take the lead and sail off
to victory. Rude settled for second,
followed by Todd Bridges, who fin-
ished a career best third. Todd
Snow, who won the Bandit feature
on Wednesday night, came home
in fourth, while Destiny Genore
rounded out the top five. 

Robby Robinson scored his third

feature win of the year during the
20 lap Roadrunner main event,
holding off several challenges from
point leader Kevin Memoli on his
way to victory. Robinson joined
Chad Lounsbury as the only three-
time winner in the class this year.
Austin Fowler followed Robinson
and Memoli across the line in third,
with Brent Garnhardt in fourth and
Lounsbury fifth.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Lights, cam-

era, action - thatʼs what they say in
Hollywood. 

Following a lengthy delay when
the lights went out Friday at
Kingsport Speedway, once “The
Concrete Jungle” was fully illumi-
nated again and action resumed in
the Model City, the star of the show
on Chevy Night at the Races was
Robbie Ferguson of Jonesborough.
Ferguson held off a hard-charging
Kres VanDyke to capture his first
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car win of
the season.

Not just on the track, but life in
general these days is good for Fer-
guson. What better birthday pres-
ent could a husband give his wife
than a celebration in victory lane
with the checkered flag and a tro-
phy? With Friday being Fergusonʼs
wife, Kimʼs, birthday, the win was
extra special for the 57-year-old
veteran racer. 

But it gets even better for Fergu-
son, as he learned this week he
would be inducted later this fall in
October into the Daniel Boone High
School athletic hall of fame for his
exploits on the mat, where he was
an all-state wrestler back in the late
ʻ70s. 

“Yeah, without a doubt this win
tonight is really one of the most
memorable ever for me in my rac-
ing career,” Ferguson said with a
smile on his face in victory lane.
“Family and racing both are very
important to me in my life. To be
able and win tonight for my wifeʼs
birthday is just an awesome deal,
and having my daughters Tiffany
and Niki, along with my grandson
Roman here, this is one of those
wins you wonʼt ever forget.”

VanDyke, the defending track
and also state NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series champion,
was fastest in qualifying with a time
of 15.029 seconds to narrowly
edge Zeke Shell who timed-in at
15.090 for pole honors. The top
three from qualifying were inverted
for start of the 60-lap feature, with
Hayden Woods and Shell on the
front row, while VanDyke and Fer-

(Continued on Next Page…)
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guson lined up in the
second row.

Woods jumped
out to the lead on the
start over Shell, Fergu-
son, VanDyke and
Trey Lane. Woods
looked strong showing
the way out front,
though Shell was
sticking his nose un-
derneath Woods rac-
ing off the corners.  

Racing down the
front straightaway into
the first turn on lap 8,
Woods drifted up the

track to open the door for Shell to
pull to the inside as they raced off
turn two down the backstretch.
With his car pinched down low to
the inside, Shell spun between
turns three and four to bring the
caution out.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart, Woods and Ferguson bat-
tled side-by-side for three laps be-
fore Ferguson took the lead.
VanDyke passed Woods for sec-
ond place on lap 15 racing up off
(turn) two.

Shell was trying to work his way
back toward the front and on lap 18
racing off turn two, contact with
Trey Bayne sent both Bayne and
Shell spinning on the backstretch.
With nowhere to go, Wayne Hale
got collected making it a three-car
wreck which initially brought out the
yellow flag and then the red flag
when the lights between turns three
and four suddenly went out. 

Once the situation with the lights
was taken care of, fans were
treated to some of the best racing
action seen in quite some time at
the track. Ferguson and VanDyke
battled five laps door-to-door jock-
eying for real estate before Fergu-
son moved ahead into the lead on
lap 23.

Ferguson and VanDyke began
to gradually put some distance be-
tween themselves and Woods, who
was running in third. Ferguson had
a rearview mirror occupied by
VanDyke, knowing if he made the
slightest mistake he would get
passed. But as the old saying goes,
this wasnʼt the first rodeo between
Ferguson and VanDyke.

The action over the final 20 laps
was worth the price of admission in
itself, as VanDyke tried his hardest
to overtake Ferguson. Racing into
the corners VanDyke was right on
Fergusonʼs back bumper, and rac-
ing down the straightaway he was
bump-drafting (VanDyke's front
hoodpin was left embedded in back

bumper on Ferguson's car) the
leader. But just like in a champi-
onship fight, Ferguson took the
blows and kept standing.

With five-laps-remaining, racing
off the fourth turn VanDyke got into
Fergusonʼs left-rear quarter panel
and tire smoke appeared. But both
drivers have tremendous respect
for one another and no harm, no
foul and hard racing resumed.

Taking the white flag and having
one final lap to get around Fergu-
son, VanDyke looked underneath
him racing off turn two. But Fergu-
son powered off the corner down
the backstretch knowing he had to
cleanly get through turns three and
four. VanDyke gave Ferguson a
shove from behind, but there would
be no getting around him as Fergu-
son held on to record the win over
VanDyke. Finishing third through
fifth, respectively, were Woods,
Trey Lane and 14-year-old Dillon
Hodge with his first career top-five
run.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Derek Lane, Hale, Bryson
Dennis, Dale Cline and Bayne. 

“This is the most fun Iʼve had
driving a race car in quite a while,”
Ferguson said. “Kres (VanDyke)
and I have mutual respect for one
another. Weʼre not going to just run
over and wreck and take each
other out. Sure, weʼll beat and bang
and rub a little, but, hey, thatʼs just
good short-track racing. Iʼve won
some races over the last couple of
years, but to win tonight with how
Kres and I battled each other for
the last 20-30 laps, thatʼs what you
really enjoy as a race car driver. 

“Iʼve been driving race cars for
40 years, and Iʼve raced against
many very good drivers. I barely
beat Kres out for the 2002 track
championship here at Kingsport

Speedway, and really from how
hard we raced each other that year
for the championship, thatʼs where
our respect for one another comes
from. Kres is a lot younger than I
am, and heʼs won many races and
also championships over the past
few years. I donʼt know how much
longer Iʼm going to race, because I
really enjoy spending time doing
things with my family. It really
means a lot to me in being able to
beat Kres tonight, because I know I
beat one of the best. I also want to
thank my car owner, Ken Daffron.
Weʼve been good friends for a long
time, and heʼs sponsored me back
in the day on my own car, and
nowadays I drive for him. This win
tonight is special for both Ken and
I.”

Kirby Gobble of Abingdon, Va.,
grabbed the lead at start of the
Modified Street feature over Rusty
Clendenin and Royce Peters. Pe-
ters quickly got around Clendenin
to take the second spot and set his
sights ahead on Gobble. Lap-after-
lap racing up off the corners, Peters
would stick the nose of his Chevro-
let Camaro underneath Gobble.
But on each occasion Gobble
maintained his advantage on the
point and went on to record his first
win of the season over Peters,
Clendenin, Kevin Wolfe and Dennis
Deese.

It looked to be a family affair for
the Mod 4 win as Joshua Gobble
and his father Kirby Gobble battled
up front for the lead with laps wind-
ing down. With Joshua showing the
way out front, Kirby was right on his
back bumper through the corners
and down the straightaway. How-
ever, racing into the first turn on lap
27 Joshuaʼs car suddenly slowed
and Kirby had to quickly check up
behind.

Kevin Canter, from Abingdon,
capitalized and drove around both
Kirby and Joshua to take the lead,
and went on to capture his division-
leading sixth victory. Finishing be-
hind Canter were Chucky Williams,
Zack Fritz, Dalton Thomas and
Chris Coleman. An apparent sec-
ond-place run for Kirby Gobble was
taken away when he refused to go
through post-race technical inspec-
tion.

Bruce Crumbley and Brandon
Sutherland battled in the opening
laps of the Pure 4 feature for the
lead, but lurking close behind was
Keith Helton of Kingsport. Crumb-
ley and Sutherland were side-by-
side racing down the front
straightaway into the first turn on
lap 6, and Helton dove to the inside
making it three-wide through turns
one and two. Racing up off the sec-
ond corner down the backstretch,
Helton took the lead and once out
front he never looked back en route
to capturing his third win on the
season over Crumbley, Kenny Ab-
sher, William Hale and Sutherland.

David Strong of Weber City, Va.,
and Rob Austin battled up front for
the lead throughout the 25-lap Pure
Street feature. Strong captured his
second straight victory, followed by
Kevin Darnell and Chris Neeley,
while Austin lost two positions on
the final lap to finish fourth, with
Ricky Payne coming home in fifth.

Seekonk Speedway
SEEKONK, MA - Seekonk

Speedway has been family owned,
operated, and promoted for over 70
consecutive years by the Venditti
Family. Maybe more so than any
other track in the northeast,
Seekonk is also known for their leg-
endary racing families.  The likes of
the Astles, Berghmans and
Bouchards have won races and
championships at Massachusettsʼ
only remaining race track. On the
track's regular Saturday nights
ʻnewerʼ family names have
emerged like Johnson, Pelland,
Tripp, Vanasse, and, of course,
Annarummo.

On Wednesday, June 27, Todd
Annarummo, who has returned to
his racing roots in the Pro Stocks,
will jump back aboard a Modified in
search of another victory at Open
Wheel Wednesday for the Tri-Track
Open Modified Series (TTOMS).
Todd and his Seekonk ʻWall of
Fameʼ father Vinnie are the only fa-
ther-son duo to win Open Wheel
Wednesday Modified honors.

Open Wheel Wednesday fea-
tures 100 laps of green flag racing
for the tour-type Modifieds with the
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Robbie Ferguson of Jonesborough, Tenn., captured his first
NASCAR Whelen All-American Series Late Model Stock Car fea-
ture win of the season Friday at Kingsport Speedway. (RANDALL
PERRY photo)
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winner earning
$10,000. As part of the
racing action, both the
NEMA Midgets and
the NEMA Lights go
29 laps in honor of
Boston Louis Sey-
mour.  Grandstands
open at 4pm.  Fans
are invited to partici-
pate in an autograph
session on the midway
at 5:30pm with all driv-
ers in competition on
Wednesday night. 

While Seekonk
Speedway is steeped

in family legacy, racing runs deep
with the Tri-Track Open Modified
Series as well.  And, all that talent
will be on display during 100 laps of
green flag tour-type modified racing
at the ʻCement Palaceʼ on Wednes-
day, June 27. 

While approaching legendary
status himself, defending Open
Wheel Wednesday and TTOMS
champion Matt Hirschman is the
son of Tony, who is considered by
many to be Modified racing royalty.
Ryan Preece, who is a serious

threat to win the 10K payday, is a
third generation driver. He is the
grandson of NEAR Hall of Famer
Bobby Judkins. 

With one of the most prolific fam-
ily racing histories in the field, Andy
Jankowiak is in search of his first
victory in Tri-Track Open Modified
Series competition next Wednes-
day night. His racing roots date
back to his grandfather and include
his much-heralded mother, father
and uncle.  Mother Debby holds a
place in history as one of only two
female drivers to score a feature
win at Dunn Tire Raceway Park
(formerly known as Lancaster
Speedway). 

Andyʼs father Tony was a local
Modified hero in New York in the
ʻ80s before a tragic accident at
Stafford took his life.  A dedicated
racer, Andyʼs Uncle Tommy Druar,
would go out in search of new rac-
ing adventures and had earned the
nickname “the Travelinʼ Man”.  He,
too, was taken too soon in a crash
at Lancaster in 1989.

Making the long-haul from
Tonawanda, NY to regularly com-
plete in TTOMS competition,
Jankowiak could also be consid-
ered “the Travelinʼ Man”. He is also
among the sentimental favorites to
win on Wednesday night. 

Young Blake Barney drives for
his grandfather Dick Barney, a leg-
endary car owner who fielded cars
for Hall of Famers Tony Siscone

and Reggie Ruggiero.  Jeff Gallup
is the son of Richie, a standout at
the now defunct Riverside Park
Speedway.  A host of others like
Mike Holdridge, Colbey Fournier,
Dan Meservey, Sammy Rameau,
Les Rose and more have followed
in their fatherʼs footsteps.

With the racing pedigree of the
current and future stars of TTOMS,
a track with a rich history and a
prestigious racing event, Wednes-
day, June 27 is sure to make for a
legendary night of racing. 

The roster of nearly 40 preregis-
tered drivers also includes Chase
Dowling, Les Hinckley, Tommy Bar-
rett, Stephen Masse, Rowan Pen-
nink, Derek Ramstrom, Ronnie
Silk, Woody Pitkat, Russ Hersey,
Anthony Nocella, Richard Savary
and others.  A complete list can be
found by following Tri-Track Open
Modified Series on Facebook. 

Qualifying gets underway at
6:30pm with heat races for all divi-
sions followed by a pair of Modified
b-mains (if necessary). Feature
racing will commence immediately
following qualifying. General ad-
mission is $27 and pit admission is
$37. A rain date has been set for
Thursday, June 28.

Tickets are available online by
visiting SeekonkSpeedway.com or
by calling the Speedway office at
508.336.9959 Monday through Fri-
day from 9:00am to 5:00pm. To
learn more about the Tri-Track
Modified Series, visit tritrack-
mods.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with a Five-Star
Series program on Friday, June
22nd.  Taking down feature wins on
the night were Joey Cipriano, who
scored his first career SK Modi-
fied® feature win, Tom Fearn, who
extended his Stafford track record
with a 6th consecutive Late Model
win, Marcello Rufrano scored win
number four of the 2018 season in
the SK Light feature, Ryan Fearn
took down his third win of 2018 in
the Limited Late Model feature, and
Brandon Michael scored his sec-
ond win of the season in the Street
Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Joey Cipriano took the
early lead but the caution came out
with 2 laps complete for a spin on
the backstretch by Matt Galko.

Back under green, Cipriano took
the lead with Rowan Pennink mov-
ing up to second.  Stephen Kopcik
was third with Tyler Hines in fourth
and Keith Rocco up to fifth.  Rocco

got by Hines to move into fourth on
lap-10 and Michael Christopher, Jr.
took fifth from Hines on lap-11.

By the halfway point, Cipriano
had pulled away slightly from Pen-
nink, who had Kopcik, Christopher,
and Rocco all right behind him in a
4-car train.  Kopcik took second
from Pennink on lap-23 and
Christopher took third from Pennink
on lap-24.  Eric Berndtʼs car
dropped off the pace and he pulled
behind the wall on lap-25.  

Christopher was hounding Kop-
cik for second and he nearly had a
pass made in turn 4 on lap-31 but
Kopcik was able to fend off his
challenge.  Christopher made the
pass in turns 3+4 stick on lap-32 as
he moved into second.  Pennink
was still fourth with Rocco, Glen
Reen, and Ronnie Williams behind
him but that order changed on lap-
35 as Rocco took fourth, Reen
moved to fifth and Williams took
sixth to drop Pennink back to sev-
enth in line.  

Cipriano led the field to the
checkered flag to pick up his first
SK Modified® feature victory at
Stafford.  Christopher finished sec-
ond with Kopcik, Reen, and
Williams rounding out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, it was a wild start as Kevin
Gambacorta went 3 wide and
nearly took the lead coming out of
turn 2 but it was Al Saunders who
emerged as the early leader.  Dar-
rell Keane got out of shape and
drove through the grass on the
backstretch but was able to keep
going and the race stayed green.
Tyler Leary took second with Gam-
bacorta falling back into third after
his 3-wide move.  Michael Wray
was fourth with Tom Butler quickly
working his way up to fifth with Tom
Fearn right on his bumper in sixth.
Butler spun on the frontstretch but
he kept going and the race stayed
under green flag conditions briefly
before the caution came out with 5
laps complete as Butlerʼs car came
to a stop in the turn 1 grass.

Saunders took the lead on the
restart with Gambacorta and Leary
side by side for second. Fearn was
in fourth with Paul Arute up to fifth.
Gambacorta took the lead on lap-7
while Fearn moved into second.  Al
Saunders fell back to third with
Leary sliding back to fourth.  Saun-
ders continued to slide backwards
as Leary took third and Arute
moved into fourth to drop Leary
back to fifth.  Fearn took the lead
from Gambacorta on lap-10 and at
the halfway point of the race, he
was still in front of Gambacorta by
a car length with Leary, Arute, Al
Saunders, and Keane lined up be-

hind him.
Fearn led Gambacorta to the

checkered flag to pick up his sixth
consecutive win of the 2018 sea-
son and extend his Stafford track
record for consecutive Late Model
wins.  Leary finished third with
Arute and Al Saunders rounding
out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature event, Cassandra Cole led
the field to the green but she lost
the lead to a 3-wide move that saw
Geoff Nooney take the lead with
Chris Viens taking second.  Wesley
Prucker moved into third with Mikey
Flynn fourth and Marcello Rufrano
fifth.  Cole slid back outside the top-
10 and the caution came out with 5
laps complete as Brett Gonyaw
spun in turn 4 and Cole nearly spun
in turn 3.

Nooney took the lead on the
restart with Chris Viens moving into
second.  Prucker and Rufrano were
side by side for third with Rufrano
then taking the spot and moving by
Viens for second.  The caution
came back out with 6 laps com-
plete for a spin in turn 3 by Brett
Gonyaw with Norm Sears also
coming to a stop on the racetrack
in turn 3.

Rufrano took the lead from
Nooney on the restart with Mark
Bakaj taking third.  The action be-
hind the lead trio was fast and furi-
ous with Mikey Flynn, Andrew
Molleur, Bryan Narducci, George
Nocera, Jr., and Teddy Hodgdon
going 2 and 3 wide for several laps
before getting sorted into a single
file line.  

With 5 laps to go, Rufrano was
starting to pull away from Nooney
and Bakaj while Narducci was up to
fourth with Nocera, Flynn, Hodg-
don, and Molleur lined up behind
him after some more two and three
wide racing.  Bakaj was able to get
by Nooney for second on lap-19
but it was all Rufrano as he scored
his division leading fourth win of the
2018 season.  Bakaj finished sec-
ond with Nooney, Narducci, and
Nocera rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, Gary Patnode and
Matt Clement dueled for the lead
for the first 2 laps before Ryan
Fearn charged past them both and
took over the lead on lap-3.  Patn-
ode settled into second with R.J.
Surdell third, Jeremy Lavoie fourth,
and Clement back to fifth.  Justin
Bren was working Clement over for
the fifth spot and he took the spot
on lap-5.  The caution came out
with 6 laps complete for a spin in
turn 3 by Lavoie that collected the
cars of Clement, Duane Provost,
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and Bren.
Fearn took the

lead back under green
with Patnode, Surdell,
Steven Midford, and
Andy Marchese lined
up behind him.  Surdell
got around Patnode to
move into second on
lap-12 as Fearn con-
tinued to hold the
lead.  Marchese
brought the caution
back out when he got
into the turn 4 wall with
16 laps complete.

Fearn took the
lead back under green with Surdell
holding off Patnode for second.
Midford was fourth with Steve Mar-
tel in fifth.  Fearn led the field to the
checkered flag to pick up his third
win of the 2018 season.  Surdell
finished second with Patnode, Mid-
ford, and Martel rounding out the
top-5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture event, Richard Ciriello and
Chris Bagnall ran side by side for
the lead for the first lap before
Ciriello got clear on lap-2.  Nicole
Chambrello was quickly working
her way to the front as she moved
into third on lap-3.  Travis Hydar
took the lead from Ciriello on lap-4
with Chambrello following Hydar by
Ciriello to move into second.  Jason
Lafayette was now looking to take
third from Ciriello with George Bes-
sette, Jr. all over his back bumper.  

Lafayette took third from Ciriello
on lap-7 with Bessette following
him through to drop Ciriello back to
fifth.  

Brando Michael then took fifth
from Ciriello on lap-8 while up front
Chambrello was applying heavy
pressure to Hydar for the lead.  The
caution came out with 8 laps com-
plete as Scott Manse spun in turn
1 as the leaders were putting him
one lap down.

Hydar took the lead back under
green with Chambrello right on his

bumper.  Bessette was third with
Meghan Fuller moving into fourth
with Lafayette in fifth.  Chambrello
made a move to the inside of Hydar
to take the lead on lap-11 but Hydar
came back to Chambrelloʼs inside
and as they entered turn 3, the two
cars touched and spun, collecting
Bessette with Chambrelloʼs car
doing one full barrel roll to bring the
caution and red flags out with 10
laps complete.

Fuller and Lafayette led the field
back to the green flag with Fuller
taking the lead.  Michael was side
by side with Lafayette for second
with Tess Beyer up to fourth and
Bagnall was in fifth.  Beyer and
Lafayette touched and spun in the
middle of turns 1+2 to bring the
caution back out with 11 laps com-
plete.

Fuller took the lead on the
restart but Michael pulled alongside
Fuller and he took the lead on lap-
12 with a pass in turn 3.  Samantha
Anderson spun in turn 2 to bring
the caution back out with 12 laps

complete.
Michael took the lead on the

restart with Fuller in second.  Bag-
nall was back up to third with
Lafayette and Beyer lined up be-
hind him.  Lafayette made a 3-wide
move to take over third place and
his move allowed Beyer to follow
him by and take fourth to drop Bag-
nall back to fifth.  Beyer and
Lafayette touched in turn 4 with
Lafayette getting into the wall to
bring the caution back out with 15
laps complete.

Michael again took the lead with
Fuller second and Bagnall in third.
Nick Bendiak was now in fourth
with Ciriello back up to fifth.
Michael led Fuller to the checkered
flag to pick up his second win of the
2018 season.  Bagnall finished
third with Bendiak and Ciriello
rounding out the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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CHARLOTTE, NC
– Motorsports person-
ality Steve Letarte an-
nounced the release of
his new book, “Lead-
ing the Way” during
Monday nightʼs
episode of “NASCAR
America” on the NBC
Sports Network. Writ-
ten with veteran jour-

nalist Nate Ryan, the book focuses
on Letarteʼs four-year tenure as
crew chief for NASCARʼs most
popular driver, Dale Earnhardt Jr.

“I never dreamed of being an au-
thor, but those years with Dale
were so special,” Letarte said. “I
wanted everyone to hear these sto-
ries to appreciate the important val-
ues of leadership and friendship
and the successes that are meas-
ured beyond trophies and champi-
onships.”

Letarte has worked in the motor-
sports world since he joined Hen-
drick Motorsports when he was just
16 years old. He accumulated 15
wins during his 10 years as a crew
chief in NASCARʼs premier series,
including a victory in the pinnacle of
stock car events, the 2014 Daytona
500. As a dynamic, skillful leader,
Letarte served as the NASCAR
premier series crew chief for four-

time championship
driver Jeff Gordon
and Earnhardt Jr. 

In “Leading the
Way,” Letarte
delves into the
bond he formed
with Earnhardt Jr.
and the role he
played in rebuild-
ing the popular dri-
verʼs confidence
and leading his
team back to vic-
tory lane.

“We all know
from NBC Sports
Group race broad-
casts how articu-
late, descriptive
and eloquent
Steve is with anec-
dotes and analy-
sis, and ʻLeading
the Wayʼ delivers
some dazzling in-
sight,” Ryan said.
“It was a joy to help
him write the many
colorful, funny and
instructive stories
that never were told before about
one of the greatest comebacks in
NASCAR history.”

After stepping down from the pit

box following the 2014 NASCAR
season, Letarte joined the NBC
Sports team to serve as a televi-
sion analyst for the networkʼs mo-
torsports programming. On
Sunday, July 1, NBC Sports Group
returns for its fourth season of Mon-

ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
coverage at 2:30 p.m. ET from
Chicagoland Speedway. The offi-
cial home of the NASCAR Playoffs,

NBC Sports will present the final 20
NASCAR Cup Series races in 2018
and Letarte will be a part of all of
those broadcasts.

“Leading the Way” is now avail-
able at SteveLetarte.com, Ama-
zon.com, BarnesandNoble.com,
Fanatics trackside sales and select
additional retailers.

ABOUT THE BOOK – “Leading
the Way”

It was among the most remark-
able and successful rebuilding proj-
ects in NASCAR history – turning
the most popular driver whose con-
fidence bottomed out amid ques-
tionable work habits into a diligent
and measured championship con-
tender who craved discipline.

In “Leading the Way,” Letarte
takes readers into the closed-door
meetings, the heartfelt conversa-
tions in the No. 88 hauler and the
after-hours bonding sessions that
created the faith and trust neces-
sary to make Earnhardt Jr. a win-
ner again.

Through vivid depictions of the
painful mistakes and critical deci-
sions, Letarte details the over-
looked strategies and structure that
he successfully applied to a slump-
ing race team the same way that a
CEO would to a struggling com-
pany.

Here are the never-before-
revealed fierce arguments, light-
hearted moments and unbridled joy
with Earnhardt in a four-year,
cross-country odyssey from the
highs of a magical 2014 Daytona
500 win to the lows of a career-
threatening concussion.
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Steve LeTarte Releases
New Project:

“Leading the Way”


