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Kurt Bush Saves
Fuel to Win Pocono

Kemenah Holds Off Schatz
for Fremont WoO Victory

Bloomquist
Battles Owens
at Tazewell for
Lucas Oil Late

Model Win



Denny Hamlin
gave Martin Truex Jr.,
his unofficial team-
mate, a love tap fol-
lowing Truexʼs recent
dominating victory at
the Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

Although Hamlinʼs
Joe Gibbs Racing is
located in Huntersville,
N.C., and Truexʼs Fur-
niture Row Racing
team is in
Denver, Col.,

they still manage to oper-
ate as a single organiza-
tion.

Technical alliances
have been a way for
teams to pool their re-
sources while not breaking
NASCARʼs rule that limits
a single organization to a
maximum of four cars.

The relationship between Gibbs
and Furniture Row, however, goes
further than most, especially since
Gibbs helped Furniture Row make
a smooth transition from Chevrolet
to Toyota in the off-season.

“You know, really after Toyota
stepped up for us, I really felt like
we were on the roll we needed to
be,” said Truexʼs car owner, Barney
Visser. “We would not be where we
are at all right now without Toyota
and Joe Gibbs Racing. Thatʼs huge
for us. We think we add something
to all of that, and we obviously
share all of our information with
them.”

Visser buys cars from Gibbs and
engines from Toyota Racing Devel-
opment. The two teams have an
open-book policy when it comes to
engineering and set-ups.

Other major teams have satellite
partners, but few work as closely.

Hendrick Motorsports has an
agreement with Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing, Chip Ganassi Racing and
HScott Motorsports, essentially
creating an 11-team alliance.

Penske Racing works with
Wood Brothers Racing, while
Richard Childress Racing has Cir-
cle Sport-Levine Family Racing,
JTG-Daugherty Racing and Ger-
main Racing.

The larger teams can offer dis-
counts to the smaller teams if
theyʼre willing to use untested parts
and engines. For the super teams,
itʼs an easy way to get information
without risking poor finishes.

The big teams, however, arenʼt
as forthcoming with information to

their satellite partners. And in the
past, JGR wasnʼt willing to provide
a lot of help to Toyotaʼs other major
team, Michael Waltrip Racing.

Furniture Row Racing made the
manufacturer jump only after get-
ting assurances from Gibbs they
would work as one. So far, every-
oneʼs kept their word.

For a single-car team that bases
its operations in Colorado, the part-
nership with JGR was the best, and
quickest, way to ensure success. It

also was a way for Gibbs
make money while it ex-
pands its database with
another upper-tiered team.
“Itʼs been incredible for us,
a small team to have all
that information to pull
from,” Truex said. “Just the
way they welcomed us with
open arms and helped get
us off the ground. Iʼve
been really proud of our

group now because weʼre starting
to give back and theyʼre starting to
feel that, ʻOkay, we helped you
guys along and now weʼre getting
something out of it.ʼ

“For me, I think itʼs just cool for
us. They see the value in it and
they took a big chance bringing us
in as part of their team and to be
able to give a little help back.”

Gibbsʼ drivers – Hamlin, Carl Ed-
wards, Kyle Busch and Matt
Kenseth – all consider Truex to be
a teammate with equal standing.

“They are part of our team and
itʼs really cool to work with a manu-
facturer with all their resources and
all their competitiveness, to have
them right there with you,” Edwards
said. “I donʼt know, sometimes
thereʼs guys on our truck and I
donʼt know who works for whom
because itʼs just one team and I
think thatʼs a big part of our suc-
cess right now.

“I donʼt know that itʼs uncommon
to try to achieve, I think itʼs difficult
to achieve it in any setting. You
guys work in a business setting and
a competitive setting, itʼs hard to
have two separate businesses re-
ally work together and not have
egos or competition or grudges,
and I have not seen any of it.”

The joint venture also has been
successful. Gibbs and Furniture
Row have combined to win eight of
the first 13 races. And all five driv-
ers have won at least one race.

“The crew chiefs and even all
the drivers, weʼve all just meshed
together and itʼs been seamless
and I really couldnʼt have imagined

back in the winter time that it would
have worked so well and it would
have happened so quickly,” Truex
said.

“Itʼs just been a good combina-
tion, good chemistry all around and
already growing that confidence
level in each other where theyʼre

not afraid to throw our setup in if
asked. 

“They have confidence in what
weʼre doing and itʼs a good thing for
all of us and itʼs just been a good
relationship so far.”

A relationship thatʼs been bene-
ficial to both teams.
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DON COBLE

Satellite Teams; A Give and
Take Relationship

Welcome to 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 OnTrack 10-11
NASCAR Sprint Cup 4 World of Outlaws 13-15
NASCAR XFINITY 5 Circle of Champions 15
NASCAR Touring 7 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt 16
Southern Super Series 7 ASCS 17-18
ARCA Racing 8 ShortTrack 19-24

ON THE COVER:
NSCS - CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES

WoW - PAUL ARCH
LUCAS OIL LATE MODEL DIRT - MICHAEL MOATS

Although Martin Truex Jr. (78) and Denny Hamlin (11) are satellie
partners, they still race hard and battle for the win whenever they
are close on the track. (Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)



While many high
school and college
seniors are walking
across the stage in
their cap and gown re-
ceiving their diplomas,
the NASCAR commu-
nity is marking the
half-way point of their
season. So, while re-
port cards are being
distributed to students,
itʼs time for mid-sea-
son grades for the
three top divisions of
NASCAR as well.

The Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte
motor Speedway marked
the 13th points paying
race of the 2016 Sprint
Cup Series season. With
only the first 26 races on
the Cup schedule to set
the Chase for the Sprint
Cup field, itʼs evaluation
time at the midway point.
And, itʼs becoming pretty
clear to any race fan who
is paying the slightest at-
tention that one organization is set-
ting the pace.

After the first 13 races, Joe
Gibbs Racing has won seven. If
you count Martin Truexʼs dominat-
ing win at Charlotte, the number
reaches eight. Truex and his Furni-
ture Row Racing Team have an af-
filiation with Gibbs, so the Gibbs
Toyota teams have won eight of
thirteen races thus far in 2016. The
other five wins have gone to Hen-
drick Motorsports, Stewart-Hass
Racing, and Penske.

Leading the way for Gibbs has
been Kyle Busch with three wins.
Carl Edwards has two, and Denny
Hamlin and Matt Kenseth one
each. Jimmie Johnson has the two
Hendrick victories, with Kevin Har-
vick scoring for SHR and Brad
Kesolowski winning for Penske.
With eight different drivers winning
in the first thirteen races, that only
leaves eight positions open in the
potential Chase field.

Notable drivers who have not yet
won in 2016 are Kurt Busch, Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Joey Logano, and
Kasey Kahne. Others like Austin
Dillon, Ryan Newman, Jamie Mc-
Murray, Kyle Larson, Casey Elliott,
and Ryan Blaney have shown the
ability to run up front, but have yet
to see the checkered flag first. In
case youʼre keeping score, Richard
Childress Racing, Ganassi Racing,
and Roush Fenway Racing have
not won yet in 2016, but have sev-
eral drivers ranked in the top 16 at

this point of the season.
If grades are what youʼre looking

for after 13 races, Iʼm going to give
Joe Gibbs Racing the highest
marks. With all four of their drivers
having won and secured their place
in the Chase, they clearly have
been the dominant organization in
the Sprint Cup Series. While Casey
Elliott has shown visions of great-
ness in his rookie Sprint Cup sea-
son, he has yet to win. Two of his
Hendrick teammates, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. and Kasey Kahne have
struggled for the most part in the
early races and continue to work to
increase their performance level in

the second half. How-
ever, it wouldnʼt surprise
me if at least two of
these three Hendrick
Motorsports drivers win
and join Jimmie John-
son in the Chase.

As for Richard
Childress Racing and
Roush-Fenway Racing,
the next thirteen races
will be crucial for all of

their drivers in their hopes to make
the Chase. Depending on their po-
sition in point to make the Chase is
always a very big gamble with so
many drivers racing for those valu-
able last spots.

Kyle Larson and Jamie McMur-
ray could both win in the next thir-
teen races and secure their spot in
the Chase. Larson has been run-
ning very well, and McMurray runs
well at several upcoming tracks.
Neither would be an upset winner
in the next few races.

When the Woods Brothers an-
nounced that they were going to
run the full 2016 Sprint Cup Series
schedule, many wondered how
their performance would measure
up. With rookie Ryan Blaney be-
hind the wheel, the team has both

qualified and raced well in the first
thirteen races. Could he win and
make the Chase? A win might be
tough, but I believe that Blaney will
join another rookie Casey Elliott in
the Chase field.

Therefore, what do I expect to
happen during the final thirteen
races to determine the Chase
field? Actually, not a great deal of
difference from the first thirteen.
Look for the Toyota teams to con-
tinue their dominance, with new
winners like Kurt Busch, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr., Joey Logano, and Kyle
Larson joining the list of victors.

The NASCAR XFINITY Series
has been the same old story as re-
cent years. Sprint Cup drivers win-
ning the majority of the races and
XFINITY regulars scrambling to
survive. After twelve races this
year, only Eric Jones (2 wins) and
Elliott Sadler (1 win) have won as
XFINITY regulars. Chase Elliott,
Kyle Busch, Austin Dillion, Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Denny Hamlin, and
Kyle Larson are Cup drivers win-
ning XFINITY races thus fat in ʼ16.

Of course, this season will mark
the initial Chase for the XFINITY
Cup. Their Chase will involve three
rounds and seven races. A total of
twelve XFINITY drivers make the
Chase, so a huge battle to finish in
the top twelve in points, or secure a
Chase spot with a win, will ramp up
during the summer months. And,
with several “stand-alone” XFINITY
races, look for several “new” win-
ners in the Series. Drivers like
Daniel Suarez, Ty Dillon, Brendon
Gaughn, Brandon Jones, Justin All-
gaier, Brennan Poole, and Darrell
Wallace Jr. are the top candidates
to win from the XFINITY ranks and
secure a position in their Chase.

While Gibbs Racing affiliated
cars have won seven of the twelve
races thus far in XFINITY, Jr. Mo-
torsports has shown the speed and
ability to challenge the Gibbs cars
each week. JRM drivers Elliott

Sadler and Justin Allgaier, plus the
car driven by a Cup regular in
XFINITY races have challenged
Gibbs for dominance. In fact, JRM
has won three races with Elliott,
Dale Jr., and Sadler scoring victo-
ries. However, Eric Jones has
proven to be the odds-on favorite
for the XFINITY title at the midway
point.

The Camping World Truck Se-
ries has only raced six times as we
enter June. However, theyʼve had
five different winners in those six
events. Only Matt Crafton, CWTS
regular, has won twice thus far in
ʼ16. Johnny Sauter, John Hunter
Nemechek, Kyle Busch, and
William Byron have also won
races. The CWTS will also have a
Chase for the Cup for the first time
this year. 

Eight drivers make the Chase
beginning at Loudon in the Fall.
After three races, the field is nar-
rowed to six, with four going to
Homestead racing for a title. With
four CWTS drivers already having
won, the fight for the final Chase
spots will be furious. Look for Tim-
othy Peters, Daniel Hemric,
Spencer Gallagher, Tyler Reddick,
Christopher Bell, Cole Custer, Ben
Kennedy, and Cameron Hayley to
wage a fierce battle for those final
Chase spots.

With rule changes and the focus
on pit road rules, the racing action
has taken a different focus at times
thus far. Many believe that the on-
track racing has been improved this
season, although the television rat-
ings and grandstands may tell a dif-
ferent story. If youʼre a fan of Joe
Gibbs Racing, youʼre probably very
pleased thus far with the NASCAR
season. If not, youʼre hoping that
Hendrick, Stewart-Hass, RCR,
Roush, Ganassi, Penske, Wood
Brothers, and others can narrow
the gap and win for their respective
organization. Itʼs that challenge that
keeps us watching each week.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Both Kyle Larson (42) and Joey Logano (22) are winless for 2016. It is not for lack of trying. Larson
has run in the top 10 for several races and looks to score his first NSCS win in the coming weeks.
Logano is always a threat to win. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
LONG POND, PA

- Working with a sub-
stitute crew chief, and
saving enough fuel to
get to the finish line
and complete a cele-
bratory burnout, Kurt
Busch won Mondayʼs
rain-delayed Axalta
"We Paint Winners"

400 at Pocono Raceway.
Busch won for the first time this

year in the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series and for the third time at
Pocono, a 2.5-mile speedway fea-
turing three widely different cor-
ners. And Busch claimed his 28th
victory in NASCARʼs premier series
with race engineer John Klaus-
meier leading the team in place of
crew chief Tony Gibson, who was
serving a one-race suspension for
a lug nut violation last week at
Charlotte. 

Told he was two laps short at the
start of the final 33-lap green-flag
run, Busch saved enough fuel to
get to the finish while keeping race
runner-up Dale Earnhardt Jr. be-
hind him.

"We just had to balance every-
thing," said Busch, who got to the
stripe 1.126 seconds ahead of
Earnhardt. "We had a fast car, a
(suspended) crew chief, and the
way the fuel mileage played out, I

didn't know if we would have
enough fuel. 

"It's a wonderful win for us. We
have been so close all year. It was
just a matter of putting it all together
– pit crew, engines and everybody
who works on these bodies, chas-
sis, you name it. It was so much fun
to drive and be competitive and be
up front."

Busch, however, was taken
aback when told how much fuel he
had to save.

"I was like, ʻWhoa, how many
laps shy are we?ʼ" Busch said.
"They said two. These are really
long straightaways at Pocono, and
you have to manage saving fuel as
well as maintaining lap time. So
many thoughts can go through your
head, but I just stuck with the
checklist.

"I just stuck with saving fuel and
watching the No. 88 (Earnhardt)
behind us.

Polesitter Brad Keseslowki ran
third, followed by Chase Elliott and
Joey Logano. Kasey Kahne, Matt
Kenseth, Carl Edwards, Kevin Har-
vick and Ryan Blaney completed
the top 10.

A series of mistakes and diver-
gent strategies scrambled the run-
ning order almost from the drop of
the green flag. On Lap 23, under
caution for Brian Scottʼs spin in
Turn 1, Keselowski was nabbed by

NASCAR for unapproved body
modifications when his jack man
threw his shoulder into the right
side of the No. 2 Ford during a pit
stop. 

Keselowski had to serve a pass-
through after the Lap 27 restart as
part of the penalty for the infraction.

Logano, who started on the front
row beside his Team Penske team-
mate, got shuffled to the back by
the front bumper of Ryan New-
manʼs Chevrolet. Taking umbrage
at contact from Loganoʼs Ford on
the frontstretch, Newman pounded
a series of dents in the left rear of
Loganoʼs car, knocking him up the
track in Turn 1 as half the field
passed him to the inside. 

Harvick was forced to pass cars
– repeatedly – because of an early

speeding penalty and a pair of in-
opportune cautions that occurred
right before he was to make
planned green-flag pit stops.

Harvick, however, had plenty of
muscle under the hood of his No. 4
Chevrolet and was able to fight his
way back into contention with rela-
tive ease.

Keselowski and Logano also re-
covered, but it took longer stints on
track and a succession of three
cautions between Lap 88 and Lap
102. By the time the field restarted
on Lap 109, Logano, with the left
rear of his car heavily taped, was
fifth, and Keselowski had climbed
to 10th. 

But three more quick cautions
and an array of different strategies
once again altered the complexion
of the race. Ty Dillon stayed out
under the ninth caution (called for
brother Austin Dillonʼs wreck) and
led the field to green on Lap 123,
trailed by Casey Mears, who took
fuel only under the yellow.

Moments after the restart, Jim-
mie Johnson, who had been run-
ning in the top five for most of the
afternoon, spun in Turn 1 and
clipped the inside wall, sending the
No. 48 Chevrolet to the garage. 

When the field restarted on Lap
127, Earnhardt had the lead, trailed
by Elliott, Mears, Busch and Ke-
selowski. At that point, Harvick was
20th, having pitted under the ninth
caution to top off with fuel with 39
laps left.

As Elliott and Earnhardt battled
for the top spot entering Turn 2,
Busch surged past both cars, and
that was the move that decided the
race. Thirty-two laps later Busch
was doing donuts on the
frontstretch after taking the check-
ered flag.
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p Saving Fuel to the
Finish, Kurt Busch

Wins at Pocono 

Kurt Busch (41) not only had to save fuel to win the Axalta “We
Paint Winner” 400, but he also had to battle with Dale Earnhardt Jr.
(88) to keep his lead. (Sean Gardner/Getty Images photo)

Race winner Kurt Busch (center) plays to the crowd as his crew waits for him on the upper tier of
Pocono Racewayʼs victory lane. (Russell LaBounty/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER
LONG POND, PA

- The maiden voyage
of the NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series at Pocono
Raceway was shorter
than planned, but race
winner Kyle Larson
wasnʼt complaining. 

NASCAR awarded the check-
ered flag in the Pocono Green 250
to Larson when the race was red-
flagged after 53 of 100 scheduled
laps and then called because of
persistent rain. 

The victory was Larsonʼs first of
the season and fourth in the series,
but it was a source of frustration to
runner-up Erik Jones, who ar-
guably had the fastest car and was
closing rapidly on Larson when a
rain shower blew in from the west
and stopped the action.

Ty Dillon finished third, followed
by Kyle Busch and Joey Logano.
Ninth-place finisher Daniel Suarez
maintained an 11-point lead in the
series standings over Elliott Sadler,
who ran sixth. 

The caution flag flew for the fifth
time on Lap 52, when a stormed
cell drenched Turn 3 and began to
move over the entire track. Another
shower followed and then a steady
rain, forcing NASCAR to shorten
the race. 

Larson likely was the only driver
in the field who welcomed the
downpour.

"Iʼm happy with it," Larson said.
"Now that the race is over and we
got the win, it can clear out so we
can race (on Sunday) for the
(NASCAR Sprint) Cup race ... I had
kept a gap on him (Jones) for about
four laps when he was in second.

"The rain was coming, and it
was starting to sprinkle on his wind-
shield. We werenʼt quite to halfway
yet (when a race becomes official),
so I wasnʼt really saying much on
the radio, but once we did get to
halfway, it started coming down a
lot harder. We were going to be
racing a lot harder in the next lap or
half a lap maybe, so Iʼm happy that
it started downpouring when it did." 

Before the race was stopped,

Jones had moved from fourth on a
Lap 44 restart to second place and
was pressuring Larson for the lead
when rain began to fall in earnest. 

"Itʼs pretty frustrating," said
Jones, who has two wins, three
runner-up finishes and a pair of
thirds in 12 races this season. "You
look at this whole year, and itʼs kind
of been a season of just missing it
by that much.

"Weʼve missed a few races with
penalties and circumstance and the
way things worked out, and today
was another one of those days
where I thought we had a good
shot at the win, and the way it
played out, it just didnʼt work out for
us."

Larson had surged into the top
spot on Lap 35 and stayed on the
track under the fourth caution of the
race, brought about by a violent
collision between the Ford of Ryan
Reed and the Chevrolet of Jeremy
Clements. 

After the restart on Lap 44, Lar-
son pulled away to a lead of nearly
two seconds before Jones starting
gaining ground on the No. 42
Chevrolet. Jones was roughly one
car-length behind when NASCAR
threw the caution flag for rain. 

A lap later, the sanctioning body
red-flagged the race. During the
stoppage, however, an ongoing
feud between Reed and Sieg
boiled over into a shoving match in
the garage. Contact between their

two cars had preceded Reedʼs ac-
cident with Clements.

"You canʼt race around the kid,"
Sieg said of Reed, a Roush Fen-
way Racing driver. "Heʼs got a lot of
money, and heʼs got a Roush car,
but he canʼt drive it. ... Money canʼt
buy skill, obviously, with him. We
had a really good car, but it just
sucks that itʼs torn up here in the
garage, and weʼve got nothing to
show for it." 

Reed was more restrained in his
comments, appropriately so be-
cause of the circumstances. It was
Reedʼs car that good loose in side-
by-side racing and initiated the first
contact with Sieg. Subsequently, a
cut tire on Reedʼs Ford led to his
brush with the wall and the collision
Clementsʼ Chevy, which was col-
lected when Reed spun down from
the outside wall to the center of the
track.

"Emotions run high, obviously,"
Reed said. "Itʼs racing. I look for-
ward to talking about it in a calm,
cool, collected manner and working
it out. 

“Obviously, we race every week,
and itʼs not going to do us any good
to go out there and get into a battle
royal."

The brouhaha in the garage
marked the end of the excitement,
however, as the rain persisted, and
NASCAR called the race just be-
fore 4 p.m., after a stoppage of one
hour, 35 minutes.
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s Larson Wins
Rain-Shortened

NASCAR XFINITY
Debut Race at Pocono

Race winner Kyle Larson is surrounded by family and crew in the make-shift Pocono Raceway victory lane after the rains came and
shortened the NASCAR XFINITY Series race. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)





THORNBURG, VA
- Spencer Davis sat in
his car on the front
stretch, nose facing
the car of Justin Haley,
as the drivers waited
for NASCAR officials
to review the finish.
It was only a minute or
so, but it seemed like
eternity for Davis.

And then he got
the word. By .005 seconds, the 17-
year-old from Dawsonville, Geor-
gia, had his first NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East victory. Davis edged
Haley in a photo finish to claim the
checkered flag in the ComServe
Wireless 150 Monday at Dominion
Raceway.

"Just the amount of emotion
right there going on between the
whole team," said Davis of sitting in
his No. 41 Davis Poultry/Ruud.com
Chevrolet. "That long dramatic
pause was about to push me over
the edge. When I heard my name
over the intercom, everyone started
screaming over the radio. And it
was the best burnout I've ever

done."
Behind Davis and Haley, Noah

Gragson, Kaz Grala and Austin
Theriault rounded out the top five. It
was the series' first race at the
.400-mile oval in northern Virginia,
which opened earlier this year.

Davis has seen his career ac-
celerate in the last 12 months.
While winning the NASCAR Whe-
len Southern Modified Tour Sunoco
Rookie of the Year last year, Davis
recorded four top-six finishes in
four K&N Pro East starts. Davis fin-
ished runner-up in the first two
races of 2016, and was recently se-
lected to the NASCAR Next pro-
gram -- an industry initative that
spotlights the sport's rising young
stars.

Monday's victory came in his
10th career K&N Pro start.

It was a bittersweet win for
Ranier Racing with MDM as Davis'
teammate Kyle Benjamin was
fastest in practice, won the 21
Means 21 Pole Award and led the
first 137 laps before an incident on
a late-race restart ended his day in
last place.

Haley and Benjamin entered the
race tied in points. Haley qualified
11th and worked his way up to the
runner-up spot. A restart on Lap
145, following the wreck that col-
lected Benjamin and third-place
Ronnie Bassett, gave Haley one
last shot at Davis. Davis and Haley
made contact off Turn 4 coming to
the checkered, and went across the
finish line side-by-side.

"He shoved me off into the cor-
ner, just like I would do it I were in
that position," Davis said. "Every-
one is going for the win. That was
old style short track racing right

there, beating and banging coming
to the checkered. I don't think you
could have scripted something bet-
ter."

NASCAR Drive for Diversity
driver Ruben Garcia Jr. finished
sixth, followed by Christian Eckes,
Hunter Baize, John Holleman IV.

Benjamin's 23rd-place finish
knocked him 19 points behind
Haley, while Davis moved to within
four of his teammate.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will return to action on Friday,
June 17, at historic Stafford Motor
Speedway in Connecticut.
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Spencer Davis (#41) crossed the finish line at Dominion Raceway
inches ahead of Justin Haley to earn his first career NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East victory. (Matt Hazlett/NASCAR via Getty Images
photo)

Worth The Wait For Davis
At Dominion

Earns First Career K&N Pro East Win
In Photo Finish

CORDELE, GA -
Scotty Ellis appeared
to be on his way to the
biggest win of his ca-
reer, but a late restart
resulted in Kyle Gris-
som visiting a South-
ern Super Series
presented by Sunoco
victory lane for the
second straight race. 

As the field came
up through the gear

box on a restart with nine laps to go
in the FourStar Freightliner 125
presented by PFC Brakes at Crisp
Motorsports Park (GA), Ellis
missed a shift and Grissom shot to
the lead from the bottom lane. After
that it was clear sailing for Grissom
over the final nine circuits of the
Cordele, Georgia speedway.

Grissom started on the front row
and led early before Ellis took over
for much of the event, but it was the
final nine laps that mattered most.
And it was the final nine laps that
Grissom led.

"I just kind of laid back in the
middle and then we started catch-
ing cautions," Grissom said. "Luck-
ily, we got that last restart and were
able to get by Scotty. We were able
to get out front and stretch our legs,
hit my marks and come home with
a win."

The win is Grissom's second in
seven days as he took home the
checkers in last week's Southern
Super Series race at Mobile Inter-
national Speedway in Alabama.

"Any time you can win two in a
row in this Southern Super Series,
it says something,"  Grissom said.
"These guys are the best in the
business at racing Super Late Mod-
els and we have been able to win
two in a row on two completely dif-
ferent race tracks. We are looking
forward to going to Montgomery."

The other side of the story was-
n't nearly as nice for veteran Scotty
Ellis.

Ellis has campaigned through-
out the South for years searching
for that elusive big Super Late

Model win. After Saturday, he is left
thinking what might have been.

"I'm feeling a lot right now," Ellis
said. "It's frustrating. I don't get to
race a lot, but we have been getting
better. We were a little tight on
restarts and it took about 10 laps
for us to get going. But in the end,
I'm the one to blame, because I
missed the restart."

Zane Smith rounded out the
podium in third, with Chandler
Smith coming home fourth and
Kenzie Ruston fifth.

Round seven of the Southern
Super Series will take place at the
Montgomery Motor Speedway in
Alabama on June 18. For more in-
formation visit www.southernsuper-
series.com.
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Back-to-Back With
Win at Cordele

Kyle Grissom gets help with his crystal trophy and watermelon
after winning at Crisp Motorsports Park in Cordele, GA. (SSS
photo)



LONG POND, PA
- ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
veteran Grant Enfinger
held off a hard-charg-
ing, hungry rookie to
win Fridayʼs hard-
fought General Tire
#AnywhereIsPossi-

ble200 at Pocono Raceway.
Despite being in the fuel conver-

sation mode over the last 20 laps,
Enfinger had to go as hard as he
could over the final three laps to
hold off Austin Cindric who had
been chopping off as much as a
half-second per lap over the final
10.

“We didnʼt have the car to do it
with…we made so many wholesale
changes to the car over the week
to get here,” Enfinger said. “We
were losing fuel pressure with 20 to
go…it never hiccupped but we had
already made our bed. We pushed
ourselves into a fuel mileage situa-
tion, so we took advantage of it.”

Enfinger, in the No. 23 Holmes II
Excavation-Champion Power
Equipment Chevrolet, changed
four General Tires just once during
the race on lap 30, then topped off
with fuel on lap 37. From there, En-
finger, who led the final 17 laps,

stretched his tires and gas tank to
go the 80-lap/200-mile distance.

“We went nearly 50 laps on the
General Tires today. We werenʼt
necessarily expecting to do that,
but the General Tires held up great
and got us to victory lane.”

Cindric, in the No. 99 PIRTEK
Ford, was on a completely different
pit strategy, taking four tires and a
full load of Sunoco gas on lap 50 to
go the distance. Cindric, in only his
third ARCA Racing Series start,
was also consistently the fastest
car on track all day, and showed it
in a big way when he got within
inches of Enfingerʼs rear bumper in
turns two and three on the final lap.

“Without a doubt, he was saving
fuel,” Cindric said. “We had the
fastest car all week. Really wanted
to get to victory lane but congratu-
lations to Grant.”

Cindric admitted that once he
got to Enfingerʼs bumper on the last
lap, he thought about moving him.

“Of course I thought about
it…every driver thinks about it…but
Iʼm here to prove Iʼm a good driver,
not wreck people. But it was the
first thing that came to mind when
we came out of turn two. I have no
idea how Grant made it (on fuel),
but he did a great job.”

Enfinger said afterwards he
wasnʼt worried about Cindric get-
ting to him, and if he did, he was
ready to make his car as wide as
possible.

“Austinʼs a clean driver…I was-
nʼt worried about a bump,” Enfinger
said. “We were conserving fuel
over the last 20 laps. Obviously
when he showed up about 10
lengths behind with three to go, we
had to give it all we had. We were
prepared to make it very difficult to
pass us coming to the line, if need
be.”

Cindric was about a length away
under the checkered flag in sec-
ond.

Brandon Jones, in the No. 8
Messina Wild Life-Menards
Chevrolet, battled from a lap down
to finish third.

“We got above the blend line too
soon coming out of the pits the first
time, and had to do a drive-
through,” Jones said.

Despite the penalty, Jones kept
himself up front and got the Free
Pass under caution to get back on
the lead lap. Jones, who pitted at
the same time as Cindric, was
nearly five seconds behind Cindric
at the final stripe.

Both Cindric and Jones were
making their career-first Pocono
starts. Jones debuted with the new
Ranier Racing with MDM team.

“Ranier Racing with MDM was
showing a lot of speed all week in
this car,” Jones said. “We plan to
run some more ARCA races. The
General Tires were flawless all
day…Iʼm looking forward to getting
back with that tire.”

Rookie Dalton Sargeant finished
fourth in the No. 55 Toyota Racing
Development-Windows 10 Toyota
with rookie Brady Boswell in fifth in
the No. 98 Mason Mitchell Motor-
sports Chevrolet.

Kyle Benjamin, Justin Haley,
William Byron, Myatt Snider and
ARCA point leader Chase Briscoe
completed the top-10, respectively.

The General Tire #AnywhereIs-
Possible200 also marked the debut
of ARCA composite bodied cars on
superspeedways.

“Obviously, there were some big
unknowns with the composite bod-
ies,” Enfinger said. “We have a lot
to learn about the cars on speed-
ways and today was a great step in
that direction. We learned last
yearʼs set-up with the steel cars
doesnʼt work on the composites.
We struggled all week but worked
really hard and made some good
gains. We were two- and three-
wide during the race. My initial im-
pression is that the car gripped-up
really good.”

Five drivers traded the lead nine
times over the duration, including
rookie standout Myatt Snider who
led four times for 33 laps in the No.
22 Original Louisiana Hot Sauce
Ford. However, Snider, on a differ-
ent fuel strategy, had to pit for a
late-race splash of gas to get him
to the finish, and never got back to
challenge. Cindric led three times
for 17 laps. Benjamin led 10 laps.
Byron led three.

Next up for the ARCA Racing
Series presented by Menards is the
Corrigan Oil 200 at Michigan Intʼl
Speedway Friday, June 10.
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g Veteran Enfinger Holds
Off Rookie Cindric in

ARCA Thriller at
Pocono

Grant Enfinger joins the celebration with his team in Pocono Racewayʼs victory lane after battling Austin Cindric for the win, (ARAC
Racing photo)
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Michigan
Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI -

UFC Womenʼs Ban-
tamweight Champion
Miesha Tate will serve
as the grand marshal
for the FireKeepers
Casino 400 on June
12 at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway.

Tate will give the
command of “Start
your engines!” when
the FireKeepers
Casino 400 gets un-
derway at 1 p.m. The
FireKeepers Casino
400 will be broadcast

live on Fox Sports 1.
Tate is the Ultimate Fighting

Championship Womenʼs Ban-
tamweight Champion. She claimed
the title in stunning fashion on
March 5, defeating then-champ
Holly Holm with a rear naked choke
in the fifth round of UFC 196 at the
MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 

Tate, a fan favorite in the mixed
martial arts world, will defend her
title July 9 in Las Vegas against No.
4-ranked Amanda Nunes at UFC
200.

“Iʼm excited and honored to be
the grand marshal for the Fire-
Keepers Casino 400 at Michigan
International Speedway,” Tate said.
“There are a lot of things I look for-
ward to doing at the track, but to
give the command to start the en-
gines is at the top of my list for
sure.”

Training out of Las Vegas, Tate
has fought professionally since

2007. She holds an 18-5-0 record
in her professional MMA career and
a 5-2-0 UFC record.  Tate has also
earned a host of accolades and
recognitions, including being voted
“Female Fighter of the Year” in
2011 by World MMA Awards.

“We are thrilled to have Miesha
Tate serve as the Grand Marshal
for the FireKeepers Casino 400,”
track President Roger Curtis said.
“A lot of our guests are fans of the
UFC; I certainly am. And it will be
exciting for us to share all the great
things about NASCAR at Michigan

International Speedway with her
and really treat her to a thrilling
event in our ʻoctagon.ʼ”  

Outside of the octagon, Tate has
modeled for numerous publications
and websites including ESPN Mag-
azineʼs Body Issue. Her fighting
style, which focuses on wrestling
and Brazilian jiu-jitsu, earns her
praise from the media, as well as
her peers.

“Miesha Tate packs a powerful
punch, so she is the perfect Grand
Marshall for the first FireKeepers
Casino 400,” FireKeepers Casino
Hotel President/CEO Brian Deco-
rah. “She will command attention
and, like FireKeepers Casino, is a
winner and delivers a crowd pleas-
ing performance.”

The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
roars into Michigan International
Speedway twice in 2016. The first
of the trackʼs two NASCAR week-
ends is June 10-12 with the Corri-
gan Oil 200 ARCA Racing Series
on June 10; NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries Menards 250 presented by
Valvoline on June 11; and the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Fire-
Keepers Casino 400 on June 12.

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - Thereʼs

definitely a “Good One Cominʼ On”
when southern rock band Black-
berry Smoke preforms the pre-race
concert for the Hollywood Casino
400 on Oct. 16. 

The band released their fourth
studio album, Holding All the
Roses, early last year and the
album captures the energy, attitude
and honesty that have already

helped to make Blackberry Smoke
one of Americaʼs hottest live rock
ʻnʼ roll outfits, as well as a grass-
roots phenomenon with a large and
fiercely loyal fan base that reflects
the bandʼs tireless touring regiment
and staunch blue-collar work ethic. 

The musical maturity that's on
display throughout Holding All the
Roses underlines Blackberry
Smoke's steady evolution from
rough-edged club act to arena-
ready rock 'n' roll juggernaut.  Since
its formation in 2000, the band has
never shied away from hard work,
playing more than 250 shows a
year and building an ever-expand-
ing audience on the strength of its
live shows, and with a noticeable
lack of mainstream hype.

"We've built our audience one
fan at a time," states drummer Brit
Turner.  "Sometimes it feels like we
know every one of them personally,
and we're constantly amazed and
moved by their loyalty and pas-
sion."

Along the way, Blackberry
Smoke has found time to record a
handful of independent releases,
including the albums Bad Luck Ain't
No Crime, Little Piece of Dixie, and
The Whippoorwill (the latter on
country megastar Zac Brownʼs
Southern Ground label), plus a pair
of EPs, the concert DVD Live at the
Georgia Theatre, and the live
CD/DVD set Leave A Scar.  Al-
though those releases found favor
with fans and were received
warmly by critics, the band mem-
bers feel that Holding All the Roses
marks the first time that Blackberry 

(Continued Next Page)
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Miesha Tate, the current UFC
Womenʼs Bantamweight Cham-
pion, will give the command to
start the engines as the grand
marshal for the FireKeepers

Casino 400 on June 12. (Zuffa,
LLC. / Getty Images photo)
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Smoke has had the
time and resources to
make an album that
properly captures their
musical essence.

To see Blackberry
Smoke prior to the
Hollywood Casino
400, purchase grand-
stand tickets and pre-
race passes today by
calling 866.460.7223
or logging onto
www.kansasspeed-
way.com. 

Tickets for Kansas
Speedwayʼs remain-

ing 2016 events are currently on
sale by calling 866.460.7223 or log-
ging on to www.kansasspeed-
way.com. In October, the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series re-
turns with the Hollywood Casino
400 on Oct. 16. The Kansas Lottery
300 NASCAR XFINITY Series race
will take center stage on Oct. 15,
while the ARCA Racing Series pre-
sented by Menards championship
race will run on Oct. 14. 

Parking is always free at Kansas
Speedway and fans can bring in
one 14x14x14-inch soft-sided
cooler with their favorite food and
beverages. Fans can follow
Kansas Speedway on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/kansasspeed-
way or follow us on Twitter
(@kansasspeedway).

Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON, SC - The week

of the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500, August
29-September 4, 2016, has been
named “Darlington Raceway
Week, a Week Too Tough To Tame”
after the South Carolina Senate
and House of Representatives
passed a concurrent Resolution.

The famed trackʼs 67-year his-
tory is a major reason the South
Carolina Senate and House of
Representatives passed the con-
current Resolution, led by state
Senator Gerald Malloy, D-
Hartsville.

The Resolution outlines the his-
torical significance of Darlington
Racewayʼs award-winning throw-
back weekend and addresses the
role the track plays in building the
foundation of what has become
one of the largest spectator sports
in the country.

“Darlington Raceway is an im-
portant economic driver for the Pee
Dee region and entire state of
South Carolina so itʼs only fitting
that we recognize the track with this
Resolution,” Sen. Malloy said.

“Weʼre pleased that the week of the
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 will be
named Darlington Raceway Week,
a Week Too Tough To Tame.”

The 2016 Bojanglesʼ Southern
500 will mark the second year of
the trackʼs popular throwback cam-
paign, which celebrates the history
and heritage of the sport. The 2015
edition of the marketing platform
brought a renewed level of excite-
ment to the track on its traditional
Labor Day weekend date.

“We canʼt thank our state gov-
ernment, led by Senator Malloy,
enough for passing this Resolu-
tion,” Darlington Raceway Presi-
dent Chip Wile said. “Our leaders
continue to recognize the economic
importance that the track brings to
the state every year. Our 2015
throwback event was a tremendous
success across the industry and we
look forward to hosting another ex-
citing NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race weekend again this Septem-
ber.”

Racing action will start on Fri-
day, Sept. 2, with NASCAR XFIN-
ITY and Sprint Cup Series
practices. The track is opening the
grandstands to fans for just $5.

Saturday, Sept. 3, features a full
day of on-track activity scheduled
including qualifying for the Sprint
Cup and XFINITY Series. The day
will conclude with the XFINITY Se-
ries VFW Sport Clips Help A Hero
200 at 3:30 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 4, the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 will take the green-
flag at 6 p.m. with NASCARʼs
biggest stars battling for the Johnny
Mantz Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 tro-
phy under the lights at the track Too
Tough To Tame.

The Tradition Continues on
Labor Day weekend as the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Bojan-
glesʼ Southern 500® is set for Sun-
day, Sept. 4, 2016. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series VFW Sport Clips
Help A Hero 200 will race on Satur-
day, Sept. 3, 2016.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at #TraditionContin-
ues, #BojanglesSo500 and #Sport-
Clips200.

Gateway Motorsports Park
ST. LOUIS, MO - Gateway Mo-

torsports Park is seeking experi-
enced motorsports announcing
talent for its multiple venues. As the

number of events -- Dragplex, Dirt-
plex, Circuit of St. Louis, super-
speedway, party pavilion and track
rentals -- continues to expand,
GMP needs to fill announcing posi-
tions with talented, experienced in-
dividuals.

Experienced candidates should
contact Media & Promotions Man-
ager John Bisci at
John.Bisci@gatewaymsp.com or
(618) 215-8888 ext. 119. Please in-
clude a resume and sample(s).

Pocono Raceway
LONG POND, PA - The fifth an-

nual Pocono Raceway Poker Tour-
nament, benefitting The NASCAR
Foundation and Pennsylvania-
based Michaelʼs Way, will be held
Thursday, July 28 at Mohegan Sun
Pocono in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

The annual charity function is
being held in conjunction with the
July 28-31 Pennsylvania 400 week-
end at Pocono Raceway.

The poker tournament will fea-
ture NASCAR drivers and other
sports celebrities, all for a pair of
great causes.

A limited number of seats are
available to compete in the tourna-
ment and fans have four options to
participate. A $250 donation offers
a pre-tournament, VIP meet-and-
greet with drivers and celebrities on
hand as well as entry to participate
in the Poker Tournament; a $150
donation offers entry into pre-event
VIP reception and attendance at
the event as a spectator; a $100
donation reserves a seat in the
poker tournament; and a $50 do-
nation allows for fans to attend the
event as spectators. The top-finish-
ing fan will receive a choice be-
tween two exciting prizes – a VIP
Race Experience at Pocono Race-
way or a VIP Stay and Play Experi-
ence at Mohegan Sun.

“The Pocono Raceway Poker
Tournament is one of the coolest
events we do and we are excited
for our fifth version,” said Pocono
Raceway President/CEO, Brandon
Igdalsky. “The NASCAR Founda-
tion improves the lives of children
in our racing communities through
their programs and support and we
are also excited to have Michaelʼs
Way with us this year. Anything we
can do to help those affected by
childhood cancer is a great thing.
Mohegan Sun Pocono has been a
great partner and we are grateful
for their assistance.”

To register for the Pocono Race-
way Poker Tournament, please visit
www.NASCARfoundation.com/poc
onopoker. 

Proceeds from this yearʼs event
will help The NASCAR Foundation

and Michaelʼs Way. Since 2006,
The NASCAR Foundation has
committed more than $25 million to
initiatives that inspire children
across the country to live happier,
healthier lives. Michaelʼs Way,
based out of Philadelphia, was
founded by Chris McElwee in
memory of his late brother Michael,
and focuses on its mission to im-
prove the lives of children with pe-
diatric cancer and to support their
parents struggling under the finan-
cial strain of a devastating diagno-
sis.

Phoenix Intʼl Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - Phoenix Inter-

national Raceway announced
today that tickets for the semifinal
race in the Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup, the Can-Am 500, will
go on-sale Friday, June 3. Tickets
start at just $25 and can be pur-
chased by visiting PhoenixRace-
way.com or by calling
866-408-RACE (7223).

The popular fall race at PIR his-
torically sells out in advance and
features a full weekend of
NASCAR action, including racing
from the top-three series in
NASCAR. The Can-Am 500
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race
takes place on Sunday, Nov. 13.
The event weekend also features
the NASCAR XFINITY Series race
on Saturday, Nov. 12 following the
Lucas Oil 150 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series race on Friday
night, Nov. 11. Both the NASCAR
XFINITY and NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series will battle in the
Chase format for the first time, with
PIR being home to all the Series'
elimination races.

Tickets to the Can-Am 500 just
got even hotter, as fans who buy
early will be automatically entered
to win special PIR racing swag.
Simply purchase Can-Am 500 tick-
ets by Saturday, June 11, at 11:59
p.m. PT, and fans will be entered to
win exciting prizes - including a
Kevin Harvick signed PIR Victory
Lane flag, autographed Matt
Kenseth, Kyle Busch and Kevin
Harvick diecasts, PIR apparel and
more. For more information, visit
PhoenixRaceway.com/Sizzling-
SummerGiveaway. 

Under the Chase for the Sprint
Cup format, the Can-Am 500 is the
last race of the Round of 8 and will
determine the final four drivers that
will fight for the championship the
following weekend. The action
packed race will begin at 12:30
p.m. local (2:30 p.m. EST) on Nov.
13, with television coverage pro-
vided by NBC and radio coverage
by Motor Racing Network.
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LAKE ODESSA,
MI - Pesky and per-
sistent weather did not
put a damper on
David Gravel's night,
as he led all 17 laps
and scored his third
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Sprint
Car Series victory of
the season in a rain
shortened Rumble in
Michigan at I-96
Speedway on Sunday
night.

Gravel has now won the dash
and led the most feature laps in two
consecutive races after doing so at
Fremont Speedway on Friday
night.

"Crazy weekend here - getting
rained out and having a rough track
tonight," Gravel said. I saw the rain
flying there during that red flag, so
it's pretty cool that they called it
early. I'll take any win I can get - it
still pays the same and counts the
same, so we will take it."

Gravel's victory was not easy, as
he had to hold off Shane Stewart,
who charged from a sixth starting
position to the leader's back
bumper before the rain moved in.

"I had a good car, and I felt like
we had a chance if we could get to
[David] Gravel in lapped traffic,"
Stewart said. "Obviously, when you
get to lapped traffic, it's about nav-
igating through and hitting the ruts
just right.

"There was a couple of times
[Gravel] bounced around a little bit
and I was able to close up on him,
but we never got the chance to re-
ally go after it."

Action on Sunday started a dim
forecast as thick, dark clouds blan-
keted the sky early in the afternoon.
Fortunately, before cars even hit
the track, the clouds cleared and al-
lowed rare rays of sunshine to
break through and create a pictur-
esque day.

The sunshine, coupled with an
extremely fast track, allowed even-
tual third-place finisher finisher,
Brad Sweet, in the Ollie's Bargain
Outlet/Sage Fruit, to set a new
track record with a time of 13.585
seconds, eclipsing Jason Sides'
record of 13.746 seconds from
2015.

"Our car was really fast tonight,"
Sweet said. "You can't control
Mother Nature, and we're disap-
pointed we couldn't get it in, but it
was still a good night for us finish-
ing on the podium and bringing the
car home in one piece."

Of the three heat races, Outlaw
drivers swept two of them, while All
Start Circuit of Champions driver,
Kraig Kinser, won the third. The
heat finishes created a split of four
Outlaw drivers versus two non-Out-
laws in the dash.

An inversion draw of six placed
non-Outlaw driver, and Warrnam-
bool, Victoria, Australia -native,
James McFadden, on the pole for

the six-lap race. Eventual winner,
Gravel, in the Big Game Tree-
stands/JRC No. 5, started on his
outside and quickly took the lead
on the start.

Gravel's dominance of the dash
placed him on the pole position for
the 35-lap feature. Gravel took full
advantage of the front-row starting
position as he jumped out to an
early lead when the green flag
dropped.

Only two caution flags slowed
the rain-shortened feature, with the
final coming on lap 17 just before
the showers moved in.

Ever-changing track conditions
allowed drivers like Stewart, in the
American Born Moonshine/Eneos
Oil No. 2, and seven-time World of
Outlaws champion Donny Schatz,
who started in the tenth position, to

charge to the front of the field.
As the race progressed, Stewart

managed to work his way to the
second position, as the leader bat-
tled through lapped traffic. Stewart
closed on Gravel just as the final
caution flew on lap 17, but never
had the chance to challenge for the
lead.

"It was getting to be a good
race," Stewart added. "Obviously,
we can't help Mother Nature had a
different plan for us. I am happy
they made it official - it was a great
point night for us - we had a mishap
in the dash and were able to come
back and finish on the podium."

Gravel was able to control the
top position for the entire feature,
as he held off Stewart until the rain
started to fall and secured the 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Mother Nature Helps Gravel
to I-96 Speedway Victory

David Gravel raced his way to victory lane at I-92 Speedway de-
spite Mother Nature cutting the racing action short. (Paul Arch
photo)
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$10,000 to-win check-
ered flag at I-96
Speedway.

"Everybody that
supports this team,
thank you very much,"
Gravel said. "It's just a
dream come true to
get our third win of the
season, and hopefully
there's more to come.
We have been very
good over the last
couple of weeks, so
hopefully we keep it
going."

Sweet, who has
seen his point lead disappear in re-
cent weeks, captured his best fin-
ish since New Egypt on May 24,
and padded his championship lead
on Schatz, who finished fourth.

"We were able to figure some
things out tonight," Sweet added.
"We will go back to work this week
and try to build on our run tonight
and get ready for Lincoln Park
Speedway on Wednesday."

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series travels to the
Hoosier State for the final time this
season when the series invades
Lincoln Park Speedway in Put-
namville, Ind. on Wednesday, June
8. For more race information and
ticket purchasing options, visit:
www.WoOSprint.com/Lincoln-Park-
Speedway.

Follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/Worldo-
fOutlaws, like it on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/WorldofOut-
laws, or check out the latest videos
at www.youtube.com/WorldofOut-
laws.

Kemenah Defeats
Outlaws at Fremont

Speedway
FREMONT, OH - With family

and friends cheering him on, Chad
Kemenah, became just the third
non-World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car Series driver to defeat
the series regulars after he held off
seven-time series champion Donny
Scahtz to win the Kistler Engines
Smackdown at Fremont (Ohio)
Speedway on Friday night. 

Kemenah,  who had not made a
World of Outlaws feature at Fre-
mont since 1993, motored around
David Gravel just after the halfway
point in the 40-lap feature race,
then held off a hard-charging
Schatz in the final laps to capture
the checkered flag. 

"That was a hell of a show for

the fans," Kemenah said after exit-
ing his car. "I don't know how close
it was there at the end, but I am
pretty sure the fans were in the
cockpit there with me. We were the
first ones to the checkered flag
tonight, and my wife and kids were
here to watch it, so this is cool. 

"I just can't thank my whole team
enough, they have worked their
tails off this year. I have great car
owners in Rod and Rita Hunter,
and unfortunately Rob wasn't here
to watch this one since he has
never won an Outlaw's show be-
fore." 

Schatz, the 2013 and 2014 win-
ner of this race, started fifth and
charged his way to a runner-up fin-
ish, his best finish since winning at
Weedsport Speedway over a week
ago. 

"40 laps here was enough -
Chad just did a good job," Schatz
said. "It's a work in progress, and
every day is a new day to work on
it. Tony Stewart's got the best guys
in the business to do that, so we
will just keep plugging away. 

"All you can do is your best
every night. We had a pretty solid
night, obviously we wanted to win,
but we just got beat. So some
nights you just have to lick your
wounds and learn from it." 

Shane Stewart kicked-off the
night by capturing his third consec-
utive quick-time award when he
clocked the fastest time in flight one
of qualifying at 12.734 seconds.
Flight two was led by local driver,
Rob Chaney at 13.141 seconds. 

Qualifying set up the night-long
war between the Outlaws and Ohio
drivers, as the series regulars drew
first blood by dominating three of
the four heat races. Stewart, Joey
Saldana and Gravel each won their
heat race, while Kemenah was the
lone Ohioan to upset the Outlaws
when he won the final heat. 

The Outlaws continued their
early-night ownership of victory
lane as Gravel, in the No. 5, outdu-
eled Kemenah to win the six-lap
dash, which placed the Watertown,
Conn. driver on the pole for the fea-
ture. 

When the feature started, the
opening laps established a prece-
dent for the remainder of the night
as drivers battled a challenging,
slick track, which created cautions
early and often. 

Gravel, who was glued to the
bottom of the track, held on to the
lead through a handful of early cau-
tions as second place starter, Ke-
menah, in the No. 10H, challenged
the leader but could never com-
plete the pass. 

While Gravel and Kemenah
jockeyed over the top position,
Schatz lurked in his No. 15 just be-
hind them in the third position. 

Kemenah finally built up enough
of a run on the outside of Gravel to
capture the lead on lap 23, but the
Ohioan's path to victory was not an
easy one in the final 18 laps. 

Kemenah began to approach
lapped traffic, as the race began a
final green-flag run. Once Keme-
nah hit the slower traffic, Schatz
started to close in on the leader.
The Fargo, N.D. -native made his
way around Gravel, who slipped to
third, and placed the Kemenah in
his crosshairs. 

A regular of the All Star Circuit of
Champions, which is owned by
Tony Stewart, Kemenah had to
hold off Scahtz, who drives for Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Racing
over the final laps, as the reigning
series champion eyed his third win
at the track in four years. 

Schatz closed to Kemenah's
back bumper but could never get
close enough to make a move, as
the Ohioan controlled the top spot
over the final 18 laps to become

just the third non-Outlaw driver to
capture the checkered flag in a se-
ries race. 

"I am just speechless right now
- I have to thank everyone that's
here," Kemenah added. "If you're a
member of this team or have been
a part of it, you should be really, re-
ally proud because this is a hell of
a race team. 

"We've been pretty good, but
last week we had a driver that did-
n't feel like qualifying good, which
turned into a terrible weekend. I
can't thank David [Gravel] and
Donny [Schatz] enough, they raced
here like true professionals - they're
the best in the business." 

Schatz, who admittedly isn't
watching the point's battle just yet,
has cut Brad Sweet's point lead to
just 11 after Sweet struggled to a
15th-place finish. 

"You guys look at the points - I
don't care, I am just about winning
races," Schatz said. "That's how I
have won what I have won, so I am
just going to do that. 

"We need to get back to winning
races, that's for sure. We're going
to go back and figure out what we
could've done to be better. We
have another race tomorrow so we
have another shot at it." 

Gravel, who led the most laps
tonight, slipped to third in the sec-
ond half of the race, but still picked
up his second podium finish in-a-
row. 

"I have never got a win here,
and I really wanted one tonight,"
Gravel said. "We probably had the
best car the first half of the race but
I just faded there late. I had the
wing back all the way and that was
all I had there, so we will settle for
a third." 

2016 Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of
the Year contender Greg Wilson,
who is a Benton Ridge, Ohio -na-
tive, rebounded from a missed fea-
ture at Lawrenceburg Speedway
on Monday to finish fourth tonight,
which is his third top-five finish of
the season.

Stewart Slides to
Victory at

Lawrenceburg
LAWRENCEBURG, IN - After

dominating on Friday night at The
Dirt Track at Charlotte and coming
up one spot short of the win, Shane
Stewart managed to overcome the
heartache to score his third World
of Outlaws Craftsman® Sprint Car
Series victory of the 2016 season
on Monday night in a Memorial Day
thriller at Lawrenceburg (Ind.)
Speedway.

(Contiuned Next Page)
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Chad Kemenah became the third non-regular World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series driver to defeat the “regulars”  with
his win at Kistler Engines Smackdown at Fremont Speedway.
(Paul Arch photo)
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Stewart, whose
most recent win came
at Devil's Bowl Speed-
way over a month
ago, had to hold off
challenges from
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
driver, Rico Abreu,
and David Gravel to
capture the checkered
flag. 

"I try to drive hard
every night, and
sometimes it probably
doesn't look like it,"
Stewart said. "I'm just

happy I can win on Memorial Day -
I know it's a special weekend for
some and probably not so special
for others, but I just got to thank all
the men and women that served
our country and have given us the
opportunity to come out here and
do what we love." 

With just a handful of laps re-
maining, Gravel in the Big Game
Treestands No. 5, muscled his way
around Abreu for the second posi-
tion and challenged Stewart for the
win, but came up just short of the
victory as he captured his second
podium finish since winning at Tri-
State Speedway on May 14. 

"We have a lot of podium fin-
ishes this year, it seems every time
we start on the front row, we win,"
Gravel said. "Hopefully we can get
a win when we don't start on the
front row, but I think we found
something tonight and I am really
happy how we ended the feature
there." 

Abreu, who joined NASCAR
stars Kyle Larson, Kasey Kahne
and Christopher Bell in the feature
at Lawrenceburg, finished third,
which is his best World of Outlaws
finish of the season. 

"I was just really searching [at
the end of the race]," Abreu said.
"You can't really run the same line
as these guys - it's really hard be-
cause of all the turbulence these
wings make. You just have to
search and that's the benefit of run-
ning second, because you can see
what the guy in front of you is
doing." 

To start the night, Joey Saldana
claimed his series-leading seventh
quick time award when he bested
Gravel and NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series driver, and Larson Marks
Racing co-owner, Kyle Larson, with
a lap of 12.185 seconds. 

When the heat races started, the
first three were dominated by the
driver that started on the pole as
the track continued to rubber up.

The final heat race provided a bet-
ter preview of the racing to come
later in the night as Stewart, in the
No. 2, rocketed around pole-sitter
Daryn Pittman to score the win. 

Finishing second in the fourth
heat proved to be a lucky break for
Pittman, as an invert draw of eight
placed the Kasey Kahne Racing
with Mike Curb driver on the pole
for the six-lap dash. Again, Pittman
could not capitalize on the front-row
starting position, as he finished
second to Abreu, who utilized the
famous dirt track slide job to score
the victory and the pole for the 35-
lap feature. 

Abreu started on the pole for the
feature race, with Pittman starting
to his outside, but when the green
flag dropped, it was Pittman who
jumped out front. Even with two
early cautions, Pittman was able to
control the top spot for the begin-
ning of the race. 

Pittman led the opening four
laps, but fell victim to changing
track conditions, as he was passed
by Stewart, who had made his way
to the top spot from the third start-
ing position. 

Déjà vu began to set in for the
native of Bixby, Okla., as he domi-
nated the mid-stages of the race
before he hit lapped traffic, which
allowed second place Abreu, in the
Abreu Vineyards/Alpine Stars No.
24, to close the gap. 

Stewart could not hold off Abreu
who took the lead on lap 25. Unlike
a few nights earlier at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte, Stewart did not
fade down the stretch, instead he
stayed glued to Abreu's rear
bumper and took the lead back on
lap 27.Over the course of five laps,
Stewart and Abreu swapped the
lead back-and-forth four times be-
fore Stewart captured the lead for
the final time on lap 29. 

"My car was pretty good but my
right rear tire was shot, and I knew
that," Stewart said. "I felt pretty
good in one and two, but I was a lot
in three and four, and just when I
thought I had a little bit of breathing
room, here came Rico again,
throwing me a slider. 

"That's the thing, you can't relax,
and I did when we got to lapped
traffic. Sometimes you're a sitting
duck when you're the leader and
you don't know how far to pace
yourself and you kind of have to
judge off of lapped cars. It got to a
point where I wasn't getting around
them and I started taking a little
rubber off the cushion one and two,
and that honestly saved me." 

Stewart did not have the luxury
of coasting to his third World of
Outlaws victory of the season, as a

hard-charging Gravel made his
way around Abreu for second and
quickly closed in on the leader. 

In the end, Stewart was able to
hold off a last lap charge by Gravel
to secure the checkered flag in a
Memorial Day thriller at Lawrence-
burg Speedway. 

"These young kids are so good,
and as you can tell they just have
tons of talent," Stewart said. "It
doesn't matter what they jump into,
they're going to be competitive. 

"I knew Kyle [Larson] and
Christopher [Bell] were coming to
run with us - they do a heck of a job
and they made me earn that one
for sure." 

Gravel returns to the podium fol-
lowing a two-race skid in which the
Watertown, Conn. driver failed to
finish inside the top five. 

"Rico and Shane were putting
on a hell of a battle and I was just
kind of watching those guys,"
Gravel said. "I found something
down low - it was taking a little bit of
rubber - and if we had another lap
or two I think I could've gotten him.
We were all over him there at the
checkered, but just a little too late. 

Abreu led laps early and was the
highest finishing NASCAR star, as
Larson (fifth), Bell (seventh) and
Kahne (14th) each started the fea-
ture but did not finish as well as the
St. Helena, Calif. driver. 

"Thanks to all the fans, you
know its Memorial Day and a Mon-
day night and there's a lot of dedi-
cated fans here," Abreu added. "I'm
happy to be able to race in front of
all you guys, and once again, thank
you all for coming out." 
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BEDFORD, PA -
Heavy rains through-
out the late evening
on Saturday and into
the early morning on
Sunday has forced
Bedford Fairgrounds
Speedway and Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions officials to
cancel Arctic Cat All
Star action scheduled
for Sunday evening,

June 5. Speedway and series offi-
cials are working together to find a
suitable rain date to make up the
event.

Further details will be released
once they are determined. 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will continue their 2016
campaign on Saturday evening,
June 11, at the Butler Speedway
near Quincy, Michigan. Looking fur-
ther ahead, the 34th edition of Ohio
Sprint Speedweek presented by
Cometic Gasket will launch on Fri-
day night, June 17, at Attica Race-
way Park in Attica, Ohio. 

Those seeking ad-
ditional information
regarding the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions should
visit their official on-
line home at www.all-
starsprint.com.

Series updates
and breaking news
will be posted regu-
larly on the official
Twitter account of the
Arctic Cat All Star Cir-

cuit of Champions:
https://twitter.com/ASCoC.

Find full text results from each
and every event, as well as an up-
to-date schedule, online at www.all-
starsprint.com/schedule/.

Persistent Rain
Washes Away

All Stars at Atomic
Speedway

for Third Time
CHILLICOTHE, OH - With wet

weather invading the Chilli-
cothe/Waverly, Ohio-area during
the early evening hours, Atomic
Speedway and Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions officials were
forced to cancel the June 4 racing
program, a third consecutive
weather disturbance at Atomic
Speedway for the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions in 2016. A po-
tential rain date is being discussed.
More details will be released when
information is available. 
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TAZEWELL, TN -
In a battle of two
home-state Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
rivals, Scott
Bloomquist fought off
all challenges by
Jimmy Owens to win
the Toyota Knoxville
50 at Tazewell Speed-
way on Friday. 

Bloomquist led
every lap; the only ex-

ception that his car was not in front
of the pack is when Owens made a
slide job in turn 2 with 12 laps-to-go
to briefly take the lead. Owens
could not make his car stick and
Bloomquist went back around him
to regain the top spot.

Trailing Bloomquist and Owens
to the checkers were 12th place
starter Steve Francis, Dennis Erb
Jr., and Don O'Neal. O'Neal rallied
after suffering a flat tire while run-
ning in fourth early in the race.

Bloomquist went to Lucas Oil
Victory Lane for the fifth time this
year and extended his all-time se-
ries win total to 67 victories.

"We were just trying to be care-
ful through traffic and then we went
for it. Jimmy [Owens] did a little too
much of a slide there and it took
him a while to gather his momen-
tum back up. We just turned under
him and got back around him," said
the 52-year-old Hall of Famer.

"The Sweet-Bloomquist car ran
so well, the Andy Durham Engine
ran great, and everything was
pretty smooth tonight. We didn't
qualify as well as we wanted to.   It
was too tight. Beating Jimmy was
big for us in that heat. We made
some adjustments for the feature.
Traffic wasn't too big of a deal
tonight because of all of the cau-
tions. The race track was really
good tonight. You could race two-
wide without any issues."

Bloomquist also closed on point
leader Jonathan Davenport, who
failed to finish the event as he
dropped out of the race with two
laps remaining.

"I am glad that Mike Reece is
here tonight. Thanks to all of our
other sponsors, Crop Production
Services, Mark Martin Automotive,
Dyna-Gro Seed, Base Fuels,
Penske Shocks, Lucas Oil, Petroff
Towing, Horton Coal, and Sorbera
Chiropractic."

Owens was looking for his sec-
ond straight LOLMDS victory after

last weekend's Show-Me 100 vic-
tory.

"We had a good car tonight, but
Scott was just a tick better. I slid by
him that one time, but I just couldn't
get it straightened back out quick
enough and he got back around
me. I want to thank everybody for
coming out tonight. This R&W Mo-
torsports Team is really clicking
right now. Scott beat us in that heat
race and that was a big difference.
I felt like we had a car that could
have won, but to finish second here
we will take that and head to Flo-
rence tomorrow night," said
Owens.

Francis; in the Optima Batter-
ies/Black Diamond entry; charged
from the outside of the sixth row to
finish third. "We lost our brakes out
there. It is tough enough here with
brakes to run where we did. But the
car handled really well and to come
up through the field against these
guys, we earned that finish for
sure."

"We had a good finish last week
in the Show-Me and to carry the
momentum over to tonight is a
boost to our team. Thanks to Tim
Logan and everybody who helps us
out. We feel like we are building for
a strong finish to the season."

Completing the top ten were
Jared Landers, Chad Ogle, Billy
Ogle Jr., Brandon Sheppard and
Donald McIntosh.

In preliminary action, Jimmy

Owens set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time amongst the 25
entrants, with a lap of 11.380 sec-
onds. Scott Bloomquist, Don
O'Neal and Jonathan Davenport
won their respective heat races.

For the latest breaking news on
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries, including the latest series
standings, 2016 tour schedule,
driver information, and more visit
the official website at: www.lucas-
dirt.com.

Ralph Latham
Memorial at Florence
Speedway Postponed

UNION, KY - Saturday night's
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series-
sanctioned, 30th Annual Ralph

Latham Memorial at Florence
Speedway has been postponed. A
heavy late-afternoon thunderstorm
and the forecast for continued rain
through the evening forced Speed-
way and Series officials postpone
the event. 

The Ralph Latham Memorial will
now take place on Thursday, Au-
gust 11th - leading into one of the
biggest weekends of the 2016 dirt
late model season. The $30,000-
to-win event will precede the
Sunoco Race Fuels North/South
100 weekend. Friday night's action
will include double Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series Heat Races, fol-
lowed by B-Mains and the $50,000-
to-win North/South 100 main event.

For more information, visit
www.florencespeedway.com.
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Owens for Toyota Knoxville
50 at Tazewell

Scott Bloomquist celebrates in victory lane after fighting off
Jimmy Owens for the win in the Toyota Knoxville 50 at Tazwell
Speedway on Friday night. (Michael Moats photo)



QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Bringing a dry
spell of winless races
to an end, New Mex-
ico's Rick Ziehl put his
Lucas Oil No. 20z
back in Victory Lane
for the 27th time with
the Carlyle Tools
ASCS Southwest Re-
gion this past Satur-

day night; topping action at the
Arizona Speedway in Queen
Creek, Ariz.

An unusual 20 races, or 370
days for anyone who was keeping
track, between wins with the Car-
lyle Tools ASCS Southwest Region,
Ziehl was followed to the line by
Colton Hardy with James Mosher,
Lance Norick, and Casey Buckman
completing the top-five.

Kaylene Verville was sixth with
Jesse Baker, Alex Pettas, Cody
Sickles, and Rickey Hood making
up the top-ten. Three Heat Races
went to Bob Ream, Jr., Alex Pettas,
and Casey Buckman with each get-
ting an extra $50 courtesy of Ron
Gilson.

Up next of the Carlyle Tools
ASCS Southwest Region is the
Canyon Speedway Park on Satur-
day, June 18. For continued up-
dates on the Carlyle Tools ASCS
Southwest Region, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

Kirkland Wins At
Gillette Thunder

Speedway With The
Brodix ASCS

Frontier Region
GILLETTE, WY - The night was

right for Trever Kirkland as the He-
lena, Mont. shoe wheeled his No.
37 to Victory Lane for the first time
in 2016, and second time overall,
with the Brodix ASCS Frontier Re-
gion; taking the win at the Gillette
Thunder Speedway in Gillette, Wy.

Giving chase from the third start-
ing spot, it would be the No. 2jr of
Kelly Miller who lead the first hand-
ful of laps before Friday night's win-
ner, Skylar Gee, took over the race
lead. Working just past the race's
halfway point, Kirkland secured the
top spot and never looked back.

Skylar Gee ended up finishing
the night second with Kelly Miller
taking the bronze step on the
podium. From eighth, David Hoi-

ness came up to finish fourth with
D.J. Brink rounding out the top-five.
Colorado's Bryan Gossel was sixth
with Jeremy McCune seventh.
Ryan Parks crossed eighth with
15th starting Zach Merritt coming
up to finish ninth. The top-ten con-
cluded with Bryan Brown.

Coming out of the season open-
ing double header, there is a tie at
the top of the leaderboard as Sky-
lar Gee and Trever Kirkland each
have 292 points. Kelly Miller is third
with 265 markers, followed by D.J.
Brink with 244 and Bryan Gossel
with 240.

Up next for the Brodix ASCS
Frontier Region will be a two night
showdown with the Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour presented by
the MAVTV Motorsports Network at
the Gallatin Speedway in Belgrade,
Mont. on Friday, July 8 and Satur-
day, July 9.

For continued updates on the
Brodix ASCS Frontier Region, log
onto www.ascsracing.com.

Skylar Gee Breaks
Through In 2016

Brodix ASCS Frontier
Opener At Gallatin

Speedway
BELGRADE, MT - A race with

three different leaders, in the end,
it was Canada's Skylar Gee who fi-

nally added his name to the list of
winners with the Brodix ASCS
Frontier Region, topping the field at
Belgrade's Gallatin Speedway to
open up the 2016 season with the
Frontier Region.

The 22nd winner with the Brodix
ASCS Frontier Region, Gee took
the lead entering the third turn on
Lap 16. Stealing the top spot away
from Trever Kirkland, the No. 37
ended up settling for the runner-
up spot. Having issues in the Heat
Race that resulted in Joe Ramaker
having to pull off, the driver of the
No. 98 gridded the field 21st, only
to absolutely storm through the
field to a third place finish.

Kelly Miller crossed fourth with
D.J. Brink, who led the opening five
rounds, slipping to complete the
top-five. Bryan Gossel was sixth
with Joe Perry from 14th to sev-
enth. Josh Ostermiller was eight
with Bryan Brown from 15th to
ninth. David Hoiness rounded out
the top-ten.

ASCS Warrior Region
Rained Out At Call-

away Raceway
FULTON, MO - Rescheduled

after rain washed out the A-Feature
on April 29, Mother Nature got a 

(Continued Next Page)
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Arizona Speedway With The
Carlyle Tools ASCS
Southwest Region

Rick Ziehl (center) celebrates his win at the Arizona Speedway
over second place finisher Colton Hardy (right) and third place fin-
isher James Mosher (left). (George Levy/ASCS photo)
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jump on things as
steady rains have
started to fall with
more on the way, forc-
ing track officials with
the Callaway Race-
way to call off tonight's
races with Speedway
Motors ASCS Warrior
Region presented by
Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps.

The Speedway
Motors ASCS Warrior
Region presented by
Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps

is scheduled to return to action on
June 10 at the U.S. 36 Raceway in
Cameron, Mo. with the Budweiser
Shootout featuring $500 to win
Heat Races on top of the night's
$1,500 to win A-Feature event.

For continued updates on the
Speedway Motors ASCS Warrior
Region presented by Impact Signs,
Awnings, and Wraps, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

Herrera Holds Off
Hafertepe At The Line
At Hartford Speedway

HARTFORD, MI - The debut
event for the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network and
Great Lakes Super Sprints at the
Hartford Speedway set the bar high
as Johnny Herrera held off the hard
charging No. 15h of Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. by a matter of feet at the
line for his second ASCS National
score of the 2016 season.

"I was no good on the restarts. It
would take me a couple laps to get
going and Sam was better. Even
the initial start, he could get going
better than I could and I knew that
going into that last yellow and I just
thought man, I'm going to be in
trouble," commented Herrera. "I
was balled up on the right rear just
sliding across the racetrack and I
think Sam was maybe a little better
so I actually ran into three really
hard on the last lap because he
was going to come hard and I
missed the bottom and luckily I did
that because he was coming."

Third times a charm on the A-
Feature start, Herrera was able to
out gun the No. 15h to the bottom
for the race lead. With the low line
of the Hartford Speedway the pre-
ferred line, cautions were prime
time for Hafertepe to get the run on
the MVT No. 45x. Despite the
tremendous runs however, Herrera
was able to keep the door shut on

the Hwy. 79 Collision No. 15h.
Slipping slightly off the bottom of

the second turn at the race's
halfway point, the pair met Left
Rear to Right Front for a moment
as both driver's skipped off a hole
through the second turn.

With the race's final caution
coming working Lap 23, the field
returned to the last fully completed
lap with Hafertepe all but pushing
Herrera around the track.

To the final lap, it was game on
for the lead as Sam took a full head
of steam into the final two turns.
Sticking center line though turn
three, the No. 15h crept slowly up
the racing surface with the race win
in sight but off the fourth turn, the
view of victory was blocked as Her-
rera, in a turn of event, was missed
the bottom groove, causing the No.
45x to all but back the car up the
track. Tapping the brakes, Hafer-
tepe turned down the track, using
the banking to launch down the
straightaway, but Herrera would re-
cover for the win.

"Johnny was blocking for every-
thing he had. I'd probably do the
same thing in that same position if
I was a little slower than the guy be-
hind me but he did what he had to
do to get the win," said Hafertepe.
Asked if he drew from his experi-
ence at Lone Star Speedway to run
Hartford, Sam replied, "For the
most part, kind of. One and two
was coming apart so there was
only one line we could run down
there and it made it tough to try
anything. I tried some stuff early,
but really, I think if the first start
would have gone, we would have
been out front."

Hafertepe's runner up finish is
his fifth podium finish of the season
in Lucas Oil ASCS competition. Uti-
lizing restarts to claim third was

sixth starting Wayne Johnson who
exchanged Eagle Chassis prior to
making the Indiana/Michigan trip.

On the subject of the change
and his run, Wayne said, "This car
is rolling better. We actually
switched cars before this past week
and that's the second night on this
car, and it's been in the top-three
both times, so we have something
to build on. Normally, we're too tight
in the other car, and we worked on
it, and worked on it, and couldn't
ever get it free enough, and right
there, we were too free so it makes
me feel good we can get one to
free so we'll go back the other way
now and see what we have."

Logan Forler from eighth was
fourth with Brad Loyet having to
come from the tail as the Buddy
Loyet Motorsports No. 05 tangled
with Blake Hahn at the start of the
A-Feature to round out the top-five.

Ninth starting Dustin Daggett
was the highest finishing driver with
the Great Lakes Super Sprints in
sixth with Josh Baughman, also
having to come from the back after
spinning on the initial start, cross-
ing seventh. Matt Covington
crossed eighth with Seth Bergman
ninth after also having to come
from the back due to a visit to the
work area. Jeremy Campbell com-
pleted the night's top-ten.

With 26 drivers making the call,
three ButlerBuilt Heat Races went
to Blake Hahn, Josh Baughman,
and Johnny Herrera. The night's
BMRS B-Feature was topped by
Andy Teunessen. No Provisionals
were taking into the
A-Feature. The
night's FSR Radiator
High Point Driver
was Blake Hahn.

With Brownstown
Speedway called off

due to rain, the next event for the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network will be Saturday,
June 11 at the Rt. 66 Motor Speed-
way in Amarillo, Texas.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network, log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

For text updates on race status
for the ASCS Nation, text ASC-
SNAT to 84483.

Lucas Oil ASCS at
Plymouth Speedway

Rained Out
PLYMOUTH, IN - With steady

rain already setting in at the Ply-
mouth Speedway and more on the
way, officials with the three-eights
mile oval have made the call to
cancel events scheduled for
Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at the
"Playground of Power" with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network and the Great
Lakes Super Sprints.

While there is not a date avail-
able to reschedule in 2016, officials
have confirmed they have already
starting looking at dates for the
2017 season.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries National Tour presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network, or
any of the ASCS Regional Tours,
log onto www.ascsracing.com.
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Johnny Herrera (left) celebrates in victory lane
after winning at Hartford Speedway by holding

off Sam Hafertepe to win. (ASCS photo)



South Boston
Speedway

S O U T H
BOSTON, VA - Justin
Dawson of Nathalie,
Virginia edged Todd
Garnett of Drakes
Branch, Virginia to win
Saturday nightʼs 15-
lap Budweiser Hornets
Division race at South
Boston Speedway.

That race was the
only race of the four
races scheduled for
Saturday nightʼs PASS
Super Late Model 150
racing program that

was run.
Thunderstorms that raced

through the area bringing with them
heavy rain, gusty winds and light-
ning forced South Boston Speed-
way officials to have to cancel the
remainder of the nightʼs racing ac-
tion.

Lynn Morris of South Hill, Vir-
ginia finished third and Kirstin Sim-
mons of Lacrosse, Virginia finished
fourth in the Hornets Division race.

NASCAR racing will return to
South Boston Speedway on Satur-
day night, June 18, with the 7 p.m.
running of the Halifax Insurance
Presents Whelen Night NASCAR
Late Model Twin 75 racing pro-
gram.

A  pair of 75-lap races for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Late Model Stock Car Division
competitors will headline the eight-
race card. Also on the nightʼs
schedule is a 50-lap Limited
Sportsman Division race, twin 25-
lap Modified Division races, twin
15-lap Budweiser Pure Stock Divi-
sion races and a 15-lap race for the
Budweiser Hornets Division.

Registration opens at 2:30 p.m.,
pit gates open at 3 p.m. and prac-
tice will start at 4 p.m. Grandstand
gates open at 5:30 p.m., qualifying
starts at 6 p.m. and the first race
gets the green flag at 7 p.m.

Adult General Admission tickets
are $10 each, with youth ages 7-12
admitted for $5 and kids ages six
and under being admitted free with
a paid adult.

Tickets from the June 4 race will
be honored at the June 18 event.

For additional information about
the Halifax Insurance Presents
Whelen Night NASCAR Late Model
Twin 75 racing program or any
other events at South Boston
Speedway, please visit the speed-
wayʼs website at www.south-
bostonspeedway.com or telephone
the speedway at 434-572-4947 or
1-877-440-1540.

Bowman Gray Stadium
WINSTON-SALEM, NC - Unfor-

tunately, summer rain storms led to
the postponement of tonightʼs rac-
ing action at Bowman Gray Sta-
dium. The racing will be back with a
vengeance one week later – Satur-
day, June 11 – with the NASCAR
Hall of Fame 100 presented by the
Winston-Salem Journal.

The Bradʼs Golf Cars Modified
Series gets going with the
NASCAR Hall of Fame 100, with
the Yates Grading & Paving Sports-
man Series and Q104.1 New
Country Street Stock Series finish-
ing up their originally scheduled
races. 

The McDowell Heating & Air
Stadium Stock Series will compete
in their annual 50-lapper – and the
night will end with the always wild
109 U-Pull-It Chain Race.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Lyle Shep-

ard stayed perfect in NCRA Late
Model competition by wiring the
field in Saturday nightʼs 25-lap fea-
ture event atop the 3/8-mile clay
oval.

While the Manhattanite made it
three NCRA Late Model wins in a
row to kick off the 2016 campaign,
Daylon Bergeron outdueled Mike
Roach for IMCA Sport Modified
honors, Angel Munoz posted his
first DCRP win of the year in IMCA
Stock Car action and Matt OʼHair
made a late move to take his sec-
ond IMCA Hobby Stock win of the
year.

In the lone Late Model card of
the year at DCRP, Shepard gunned
into the lead from the pole position
at the outset and led all the way
aboard the No. 2x entry in the fea-
ture that was interrupted by just
one caution when Dan Smith came
to a stop in turn two after 14 laps.

“I wouldnʼt have dreamed this,
there are a lot of cars out here that
can win on any given night,” Shep-
ard said of his perfect start to the
NCRA season.

While “The Hitman” held a ten
car-length advantage to the stripe,
Jimmy Segraves held off the ad-
vances of Dusty Leonard for run-
ner-up honors with Darrick Klima
right on their heels in fourth.  Chris
Kratzer rounded out the top five
after taking the position away from
Rob Day with nine laps to go.

After leading the opening 16
rounds, Daylon Bergeron outlasted
fellow Woodward, OK, show Mike
Roach over the closing circuits to
capture his first DCRP win in the
IMCA Sport Modified ranks.

Bursting into the lead from the
pole position, Bergeron cruised out
front until Mike Roach battled his
way past Slade Roach to take over
second just past the midway point.

After a caution with seven laps
to go, Mike Roach put the pressure
on Bergeron and finally slipped
under to take command on the 17th
lap after splitting a lapped car on
the backstretch.  Bergeron battled
right back, pulling even as the white

flag flew after.
Dodging a spinning car in turn

two, Bergeron used the high side of
turns three and four to edge Mike
Roach at the line with Slade
Roach, Jeff Kaup and Darren
Hacker rounding out the top five.

In the 15-lap IMCA Stock Car
feature, Lamar, Coloradoʼs Angel
Munoz battled past Cody Zimmer-
man on the fifth round and led the
rest of the way for his first DCRP
score of the year and first since
topping last yearʼs season finale.

Munoz survived one of a pair of
opening lap incidents to race on to
the win ahead of Zimmerman and
Dalton Bauer with Chris Oliver and
Mike Warta rounding out the top
five.

In the IMCA Hobby Stock ranks,
Matt OʼHair made a move into the
lead with the white flag in sight and
held off his rivals over the final
round to secure his second win of
the year and take over the points
lead in the process.

While Laverne, Oklahomaʼs
OʼHair worked forward from the
seventh starting position, Reagan
Sellard held off a host of chal-
lengers much of the way until slip-
ping high exiting turn two on the
13th round.

The miscue by Sellard was all it
took for Duane Wahrman and
OʼHair to rally by on the backstretch
with OʼHair then slipping under-
neath to take the lead as the white
flag flew.

OʼHair led the closing lap to take
the checkered flag in front of
Wahrman with Sellard settling for
third in front of Cody Davis and
Bryan Habiger.

Action continues at Dodge City
Raceway Park next Saturday night,
June 11, with a full slate of champi-
onship chase competition featuring
Precise Racing Products DCRP
Sprint Cars, IMCA Modifieds, IMCA
Sport Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars
and IMCA Hobby Stocks.
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Justin Dawson was the star of the night at South Boston Speed-
way when he won the only race run Saturday night. (JAMES PRICE
photo)

Lyle Shepard makes it three-in-a-row in the NCRA Late Model divi-
sion at Dodge City Raceway Park. (DCRP photo)



Hickory Motor
Speedway

NEWTON, NC -
The NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series
returned to action at
America's Most Fa-
mous Short Track with
the Woodforest Bank
Night at the Races and
the 5th Round of the
Paramount Kia 'Big 10'
Racing Challenge Se-
ries for the NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series Bojangles Late
Models.

First up on the
agenda for the night's racing action
would be the 4-Cylinders. Curtis
Pardue in the #17 would start on
the pole after setting the fast lap in
qualifying. Charlie Neill in the #2
would make an early run to the
point and grab the lead but it would
be short lived as mechanical prob-
lems would sideline him for the re-
mainder of the event. Pardue would
be hampered by the incident and
have to restart from the rear but he
had no intentions of staying there
as he would quickly charge back to
the front and grab the victory. The
#98 of Rob Lewis would get his
best finish in the runner-up posi-
tion. Rodney Trivette in the #6
would make a great run to the finish
for third place. 

The Limited Late Models would
be next up on the track with Jeremy
Pelfrey in the #51 pacing the field
after setting the fast time in qualify-
ing and points leader Evan Swilling
in the #18 starting just to his out-
side. Swilling would grab the early
lead as Pelfrey would continue to
look to work his way back to the
front. Monty Cox in the #21 would
move up into the battle patiently
waiting for the front pair to make a
mistake. Swilling would prove too
strong, and drive on for the win.
Pelfrey would hang on and finish
just behind in second with Cox to
his rear finishing third.

Next up would be the Catawba
Realty & Insurance Company Clas-
sic Sportsmen vintage hot rods.
The ever young, 80 year old, Bill
Webb in the #16 would start from
the point after setting the fast time
in qualifying. Eddie Gilbert in the
#95 would challenge early and take
the top spot from Webb but would
have a rear view mirror filled with
the elder statesman of the division
as the purple #16 pressed hard for
the lead. Webb would see an open-
ing and dive under Gilbert late in
the race as the pair would battle
side by side for several laps. Webb

would finally make the pass and
take the checkers with Gilbert close
behind for second and Greg
Butcher in the #0 would come
home in third.

Round #5 of the Paramount Kia
'Big 10' Racing Challenge Series
for the NASCAR Whelen All Amer-
ican Series Bojangles Late Models
would roll off next on the evening.
Dexter Canipe Jr. in the #5 would
set the fast time and start from the
point with the #18 of Casey Pierce
to his outside, the #87 of Hayden
Woods and #17 of Ryan Millington
to his rear. Canipe would grab the
early lead but would be unable to
shake any of his competitors. The
first caution would be brought out
when Pierce would slow on the
track with mechanical issues.
Lengthy repairs on pit road would
leave him multiple laps down, and
end any hopes of grabbing the win,
Pierce would return to the track and
move to the front of the pack before
returning to pit road and parking for
the night. That would be the last se-
rious challenge on the leader as
Canipe would drive on to the win
and be the first to see the checkers.
Hayden Humphrey in the #07
would get his best career Hickory
Motor Speedway finish as he would
work himself all the way up to sec-
ond. Wood would have another
good run at the Birthplace of the
NASCAR Stars as he would join in
the front stretch celebration finish-
ing in third. 

Closing out the night would be
the Street Stocks. Kevin Eby in the
#03 would start from top spot after
grabbing the pole position. Eby
would jump to the lead and seem to
be headed back to his winning
ways but a late race caution would
set up a restart with 3 laps to go.
Lining up to his outside would be
Kevin Townsend, this week in the
#9 instead of his usual #10.
Townsend would make the most of
the top groove and use the high

lane to get around Eby and grab
the win. Eby would hold on to the
second spot while Eric Evans in the
#07 would bring home another top
three finishing position with third.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - Kyle

Borror came close to winning a
Modified feature at Grandview
Speedway last year, but couldnʼt
accomplish the feat. Saturday night
the 2015 Hard Luck recipient
started seventh in the 28-car start-
ing grid, took over the lead on the
sixth lap restart and later held off
the challenges of 10-time point
champion Jeff Strunk and defend-
ing champion Craig Von Dohren to
capture his first ever career victory
in the T.P. Trailers NASCAR 358
Modified All-American Racing Se-
ries 30-Lap feature. “I was wore out
at the finish said an elated Borror
and on the second last caution
restart I thought I would be a sitting
duck seeing Strunk and VonDohren
right behind me, but I wasnʼt about
to give up and I kept riding the
cushion.” The decision paid off for
the Peach Bottom, Pa. resident as
he came out on top.

Brian Shuey collected his third
BRC NASCAR 25-lap Late Model
feature winner by holding off the
challenges of defending point
champion Chuck Schutz. “I knew
Schutz was behind me and I tried
to mix-up the lanes and just kept
trying to hit my marks.” Shuey
thanked Scott and Sue Lee and the
crew for all their efforts and count-
less hours plus he sent out special
get well wishes to his dad and
mom.

The 25-lap NASCAR Sportsman
feature was filled with numerous
accidents, but when everything
was all set and done Ryan Lilick
was the sixth different winner and
he claimed his first win of the year.

All three winners received mon-
etary awards from T.P. Trailers.

$250, Modifieds; and $100 to both
the Late Model and Sportsman di-
vision. They also were awarded the
Danʼs Deli ½-way hoagie award.

NASCAR stock car racing action
returns to Grandview Speedway on
Saturday, June 11th, 7:30 p.m.
when T.P. Trailers of Limerick, PA
sponsors the tripleheader card of
racing featuring the 358 Modifieds,
BRC Late Models and Sportsman
stock cars. Spectator gates open at
5:30 p.m. 

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Bad luck

struck Mark Smith in a big way just
past halfway of Saturday night's
25-lap 360 Sprint car feature at
Selinsgrove Speedway. It was the
fourth time in 2016 that the United
Racing Club joined the Newville
Family of Companies 360 Sprint
cars at the Speedway. 

Smith took the race lead on the
start of the sprint car feature from
the front row and led until lap 16
when his car made contact with a
lapped car and then the wall before
flipping on the fronstretch into turn
one. When Smith's bad luck struck
it quickly spread through the top
three as second place Curt Michael
and third place Jason Shultz were
caught up in the accident as well.
All drivers walked away from the
scary incident unharmed. 

Robbie Stillwaggon inherited the
race lead sharing the front row for
the restart with TJ Stutts. Stillwag-
gon and Stutts traded the race lead
numerous times over the next cou-
ple of laps before Stutts took over.
Lap 20 marked the second time the
field would regroup, this time for a
Jim Schuster yellow flag. 

Ryan Kissinger was the fastest
car on the track before the big
wreck and remained the fastest car
throughout the next couple of laps.
Stutts showed the way after the
yellow while Stillwaggon gave way
to Kissinger in the race for second.
Kissinger then began to reel in
Stutts and on lap 22 completed the
pass for the top spot from his sev-
enth starting position. 

Kissinger led the rest of the way
ahead of Stutts and Stillwaggon.
Kissinger's third career Selinsgrove
feature win came at the wheel of a
Ford-powered machine sponsored
by Sunbury Motors and DMY Per-
formance. Eric Tomecek and Larry
Kelleher rounded out the top five
finishers. Davie Franek was sixth
followed by Derek Locke, Adam
Carberry, Cody Keller, and Ed
Aikin. Heat races for the 22 car field
were won by Davie Franek, Curt
Michael, and Mark Smith.

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Hickoryʼs Dexter Canipe Jr. (5) started the race on the pole and
ended the race in victory lane at Hickory Motor Speedway. (Sherri
Stearnes photo)



Kingsport
Speedway

KINGSPORT, TN -
Kres VanDyke of
Abingdon, Va., moved
into the lead just past
halfway of the
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Late
Model Stock Car fea-
ture Friday night at
Kingsport Speedway,
and once out front he
cruised to his fourth
win of the season.

VanDyke set fast-
time in qualifying at
15.166 seconds, with

Zeke Shell second quickest at
15.229. The roll of the dice deter-
mined the top three from time trials
would be inverted for the 60-lap
main event, which placed Ronnie
McCarty and Shell on the front row.

Shell grabbed the lead over Mc-
Carty, VanDyke, Wayne Hale and
Austin Peters on the start. VanDyke
quickly worked his way around Mc-
Carty into second place just a cou-
ple of laps in as they raced up off
(turn) two.

With the race running clean-and-
green, at the 20-lap mark Shell and
VanDyke had pulled out to a half-
straightaway advantage over the
next six cars in the running order
led by McCarty, Hale, Peters, Joey
Trent, Justin Fontaine and Derek
Lane.

Shell had his hands full in trying
to hold back the hard charging
VanDyke, as the 2014 track cham-
pion VanDyke kept sticking the
nose of his car under Shell racing
up off the corners. Shell was deal-
ing with a brake issue and had to
pump the brake (pedal) down the
straightaway in order to get slowed
entering the turn. 

Racing down the front straight-
away into the first turn on lap 33,
VanDyke pulled to the inside of
Shell. Shell had difficulty get
slowed down and drifted up the
banking between turns one and
two, and that was all VanDyke
needed as he seized the moment
to make the pass for a lead he
would never relinquish. 

Back outside of the top five,
Fontaine got around Trent racing
off the second corner on lap 37 for
the sixth spot, and just three laps
later he passed Peters for fifth
place as they raced off the fourth
turn.

Meanwhile out front, leader
VanDyke began to pull away from
Shell. With 10 laps remaining,
VanDyke held a full-straightaway
advantage over Shell and would go

on to record his division-leading
fourth victory over Shell, McCarty,
Hale and Fontaine.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Peters, Trent, Lane, Rick
Pannell and Jamie Harrison.
VanDyke now leads Shell by five
points in the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Late Model Stock
Car standings.

Mark Christian and Duke Bare
battled for the lead at start of the
30-lap Street Stock feature before
Bare moved ahead on the third cir-
cuit. With Bare riding out front, be-
hind him Christian was feeling
pressure from Royce Peters. Lap-
after-lap, Peters would look to the
inside of Christian racing off the
corners. But Christian would main-
tain his advantage as they raced
down the straightaway. 

Peters pulled alongside Chris-
tian as they raced down the back-
stretch into the third turn on lap 15,
and as they exited the fourth turn
Peters took the position. Caution
waved just four laps later when
Gary Crumbley spun in turn two.

Bare rocketed back out into the
lead over Peters off the double-file
restart, but Peters stayed glued to
Bareʼs rear bumper. Peters
dropped to the inside of Bare rac-
ing down the front straightaway just
past the flag stand on lap 27, and
when Bare got into the corner just a
little too fast and moved up the
banking, that opened the door for
Peters to drive by on the bottom
and take the lead. Peters, from
Kingsport, captured his second
straight Street Stock victory over
Bare, Christian, Paul Shull and
Chris Tunnell.

Keith Helton was fastest in Pure
4 qualifying, but all that got him was
the third starting position after the
top three were inverted. Billy By-

ington of Kingsport and John
Ketron led the 20-car field to green
from the front row, with Byington
jumping out to the lead over Ketron
and Helton. Helton got around
Ketron for second place with a
pass racing off the fourth turn on
lap 4. 

Caution waved on lap 18 when
Daniel McMurray spun directly in
front of the leader Byington and
Helton in turn two, with both having
to take evasive action to keep from
slamming into side of McMurray.

Helton hoped be able to grab the
lead from Byington off the double-
file restart, but Byington would
have none of it. Byington powered
back out ahead of Helton and
drove to his fifth victory in six races
this season. Byington was chased
to the checkers by Helton, Dylan
Bates, Ketron and Kenny Absher.
Impressively, 16 cars finished on
the lead lap.

Rocky Yates of Abingdon was
making his first Mod 4 start of the
season. He set fast-time in qualify-
ing at 17.136 seconds and after
starting from the third spot follow-
ing the invert, he wasted no time in
getting to the front. Yates passed
Jason Yates for the lead on the fifth
lap and remained out front to the
finish in recording the victory over
Jason Yates, Jerry Miller, Chris Am-
burgey and Darrell Whitehead.

Dennis Arnold took the initial
lead over Doug Austin and Marty
Tunnell in the 25-lap Pure Street
feature, before Austin drove around
Arnold on the fourth circuit move to
the point. Tunnell passed Arnold for
the second spot on lap 7 racing off
the second corner and quickly
began to close in behind Austin.
Tunnell got underneath Austin as
they raced off the fourth turn on lap
9, and over the next six circuits

they raced side-by-side before Tun-
nell completed the pass to move
into the lead. Tunnell, from Wise,
Va., would go on to capture his sec-
ond win of the season over Austin,
Arnold, Travis Stoots and Jeremy
Draughn.

Stafford Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Speedway returned to
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing action with the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour in the house
for the TSI Harley-Davidson 125.
Taking down NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series weekly feature
wins on the night were Rowan Pen-
nink for the third time in four races
in the SK Modified® feature, Tom
Fearn got his second win of 2016
in the Late Model feature, Tony
Membrino, Jr. picked up his third
win in four races in the SK Light
feature, Cliff Saunders picked up
his first win of the year in the Lim-
ited Late Model feature, and Ryan
Fearn scored his first win of the
year in the DARE Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Michael Gervais, Jr. led
the field to the green and he set the
early pace with Stephen Kopcik all
over his back bumper.  Mike
Christopher, Jr. and Tom Bolles
spun through the frontstretch grass
with Frank Ruocco also getting
turned around on the frontstretch to
bring the caution out with 3 laps
complete.

Back under green, Kopcik got a
great run around Gervais in turns
1+2 to take over the race lead.
Danny Cates followed him by Ger-
vais and Cates took the lead from
Kopcik on lap-5.  Kopcik came right
back the next lap on the inside of
Cates and he had the lead at the
line by a nose.  Gervais was third
with Brian Sullivan fourth and Dan
Avery in fifth.  Catesʼ car dropped
off the pace and he pulled out of
line on lap-7 and limped his way to
pit road as the race stayed green.

Kopcik was starting to stretch
out his lead over Brian Sullivan and
Gervais on lap-10 when Avery and
Matt Galko both got around Ger-
vais to drop him back to fifth place.
Woody Pitkat and Jeff Baral came
together in a shower of sparks with
Baral coming to a stop in the
frontstretch infield to bring the cau-
tion out with 13 laps complete.

Kopcik took the lead on the
restart with Avery moving into sec-
ond.  Kopcik held the lead unit lap-
19 when Avery powered his way to
the front.  Keith Rocco was follow-
ing Averyʼs every move and he took

(Continued on next page…)
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Kres VanDyke takes another win at Kingsport Speedway, his
fourth of the season. (Randall Perry photo)



(Continued…)

second when Avery
moved to the lead and
he then took the lead
from Avery the very
next lap.  Rowan Pen-
nink was now chal-
lenging Avery for
second on lap-22 and
he took the spot on
lap-23.  Ted Christo-
pher followed him past
Avery to move into
third with Avery falling
back to fourth, just in
front of Kopcik, who
was back to fifth.

Pennink moved to
the lead on lap-26 and he brought
Rocco and Christopher with him as
Avery fell back to fourth place with
Kopcik continuing to run in fifth.
Pennink stretched out his lead over
Rocco to nearly a second and he
maintained that gap right to the
checkered flag as he recorded his
third win of the 2016 season.
Christopher finished third, with
Avery and Kopcik rounding out the
top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Tyler Leary took the lead
from Scott Cook on the first lap and
set the early pace with Josh Wood,
Tom Fearn, Joel Monahan, and
Michael Wray making up the top-5.
Wood took the lead from Leary on
lap-3 and he brought Fearn with
him as Leary slid back to third.
Wray took third from Leary on lap-
5 and Kevin Gambacorta and Mon-
ahan both followed Wray by as
Leary slid back to sixth.  

Fearn moved to the lead on lap-
6 and he led Wood to the check-
ered flag to pick up his second win
of the 2016 season.  Wray finished
third, with Gambacorta and Mona-
han rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature
event, a multicar incident broke out
on the backstretch that collected
Todd Douillard, Ted Cain, Fred
Nees, Jr., Norm Sears, Jay Goff,
Wesley Prucker, and Ryan Char-
land to bring the caution out before
a lap could be completed.

Carlos Gray held the lead on the
restart for most of the first lap but
Joe Graf, Jr. overtook him at the
line to lead the first lap.  Joey Fer-
rigno was right behind Ferrigno and
he moved to the lead on lap-2.
Tony Membrino, Jr. was now side
by side with Graf for second with
Daniel Wesson right on their
bumpers in fourth and Al Wisialko
was fifth.  

Membrino took second from
Graf and he was applying heavy
pressure to Ferrigno for the lead

when the caution came out with 5
laps complete for Nathan Pytko,
who came to a stop at the exit of
turn 2.

Ferrigno and Membrino re-
sumed their duel for the lead back
under green with Wesson getting
by Graf to move into third.  Mem-
brino was working hard in the out-
side groove and he was able to
finally get the lead from Ferrigno on
lap-11 and he got clear of Ferrigno
on lap-12.  Wesson continued to
run in third with Graf in fourth,
Vinny Anglace in fifth, and David
Arute in sixth.  

Graf and Wesson were side by
side with Arute and Anglace side by
side behind them for third through
sixth on lap-16 but that unfolded
with Graf moving into third, Graf
fourth and Arute fifth with Wesson
sliding back to sixth as Membrino
continued to lead Ferrigno.

Arute made a strong move to get
by Graf on lap-18 and he then took
third from Anglace on lap-19.  The
caution came out with 19 laps com-
plete for Carlos Gray, who spun in
turn 4 to set up a green white
checkered finish.

On the restart, Wisialko and Rit
Dulac spun and took a hard hit into
the turn 1 wall to bring the caution
right back out.  Ferrigno got a good
run on the outside of Membrino to
take the lead, but it was too good
of a run as the start was called
back.  Ferrigno was sent to the rear
of the field for jumping the start.
This put Arute next to Membrino on
the front row with Anglace and Graf
in the second row.  Membrino took
the lead with Anglace and Arute
going side by side for second.
Arute took second on the final lap
and he made a bid for the lead but
Membrino was able to hold him off.
As they came off turn 4, Arute
made another run on the inside of
Membrino but he came up just
short at the line as Membrino took
his third win of the 2016 season.
Anglace finished third with Graf and
Norm Sears rounding out the top-
5.

Fearn continued apply heavy
pressure to the bumper of Hopkins
for second, but he couldnʼt make a
pass stock.  The duel for position
wasnʼt hurting Hopkinsʼ track posi-
tion as the top three trio of Robin-
son, Hopkins, and Fearn continued
to run nose to tail.  The order
changed on lap-10 when Fearn
was able to make a pass on Hop-
kins in turn 2 to move into second
and Michael followed him by to
move into third and drop Hopkins
back to fourth.  Robinson wiggled
and then spun in turn 4 to bring the
caution out with 10-laps complete.

Fearn took the lead back under
green with Michael second and
Walker in third.  Tyler Trott spun in
turn 4 to bring the caution back out
before the field could complete a
lap.

Michael looked like he got a bet-
ter restart than Fearn but Fearn
came back strong through turns
1+2 and he took the lead.  Walker
got a good run to the inside of
Michael and they were side by side
for second with Secore and Hop-
kins side by side for fourth behind
them.  Michael hung tough on the
outside of Walker and after 2 laps
of side by side racing, Michael was
able to power ahead of Walker.
Secore got the better of his duel
with Hopkins to move into fourth
and Trace Beyer moved into fifth as
Hopkins fell back to sixth.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Lebanon I-44 Speedway
LEBANON, MO - Kevin Don-

ahue took advantage of his front
row pole spot and held back race
long challenges from younger
brother Kyle in capturing his 2nd
consecutive O'Reilly Auto Parts
NASCAR Whelen All American Se-
ries Pro Late Model feature win on
Military Appreciation Night at the
"High-Banks" of the Lebanon I-44
Speedway.

The draw put top 4 in total points
in the inversion which meant the
Wildwood, Missouri Donahue
Brothers Racing team occupied the
front row while point's runner-up
Brian Brown and current point
leader Jake Griffin started in row 2.
On the start, Kevin shot to the
opening lead as Kyle back in his
primary car this week was glued to
Kevin's inside quarter panel while
Brown, Griffin and defending track
champion JC Newell followed
closely. On lap 3, Griffin made his

way around Brown as Newell fol-
lowed closely. Up front, the battle
between the Brothers was close as
Griffin and Newell were side by
side and slowly closing on the lead
duo. On lap 6, Kevin opened up a 4
car length lead as Newell was
working on the inside of Griffin and
Brown stayed a solid 5th. On lap 8,
Newell made the pass around Grif-
fin and began to reel-in the leaders
as leader Kevin started to pick-up
the race pace. The only caution
waved on lap 17 for a single car
spin bunching-up the pack as 2014
Champion Kaleb Allison had
moved into the top 5. On the
restart, Kyle shot again to older
brother's inside as Newell had
swung to the top groove while Alli-
son and Griffin were now staging a
tight battle. After a 5 lap side by
side race for the lead, Kevin who
had won the previous week was in
position to go back to back as
Newell was trying to close in on
2nd place runner Kyle Donahue.
Brian Brown took advantage of the
caution and moved back around Al-
lison to claim 5th spot. Up front,
Kevin Donahue opened the lead
margin and never looked back in
grabbing his 2nd win as younger
brother Kyle took home the runner-
up position with Newell, Griffin and
Brown completing the top 5 after
Brown had a tough battle with Alli-
son.

Donahue has been on a roll
leading the last 60 laps of Pro Late
Model features and gave the credit
to Willie Allen of WAR and his fa-
ther. "After some of the bad luck we
have had the last couple of sea-
sons this is great. We had Kyle's
main car at Nashville being worked
on after the wreck a couple of
weeks ago. The entire team has
worked hard keeping these 2 cars
in race shape and winning on Mili-
tary Appreciation Night is wonder-
ful." said Kevin Donahue.
Runner-up Kyle thought he had a

(Continued on next page…)
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Kevin Donahue was the race winner over his brother Kyle at
Lebanon I-44 Speedwayʼs Pro Late Model feature(LI-44S photo)



(Continued…)

car that maybe could
have pulled into the
winners circle." My car
was really great early
in a run and the
restarts but with JC
right behind us, I didn't
feel the time was right.
Kevin had a good car
in longer runs. We will
work this week to
make this car stronger
as we are in this
Championship Chase.
Allison and Newell
took home qualifying
heat races

Defending Modified Champion
Tim Swearengin was looking for his
5th consecutive feature win, but
knew that it was going to be a work-
out. Swearengin was able to make
a lap 5 pass in turn 2 of the 20 lap
feature and then held back Ricky
Icenhower to make the drive for 5
possible. Icenhower was a 7 time
winner in 2015 and he brought the
field to the start from his pole spot
as Terry Taylor was on his outside
with Swearengin dropping back just
a bit. The 2nd lap saw Swearengin
move around Taylor and set his
sight on the leader. For the next 3
laps, Swearengin would make a

run in turns one and two only to see
"The Iceman" pull back ahead with
a slight lead. On the 6th lap,
Swearengin made a low move in
turn 1 while shooting ahead out of
turn 2 opening-up a 5 car advan-
tage. Swearengin would find his car
not as strong in turns three and four
as Icenhower began to cut into the
lead. During the final 3 laps, Icen-
hower would get as close as 4 car
lengths, but no closer as Swearen-
gin takes his 5th in a row with Icen-
hower, Taylor, Jimmy Poindexter,
and Brian Lewis completing the top
5 in the caution free event.
Swearengin also topped the heat
race.

Defending Hoosier Tire Street
Stock Champion Jordan Nisbett
muscled his Terry Brumley Tribute
Camaro around leader Mikey Juer-
gensen on the 5th lap and with
stood a late race charge from point
leader Justin Allen and Juergensen
to claim his 5th win of the season
in another action packed feature
event. 

Juergensen, last week's feature
winner quickly grabbed the opening
lead with Nisbett, Nick Cherry, Allen
and Les Mallard following. Juer-
gensen was working the middle
groove flawlessly as Nisbett and
Allen were having a side by side
battle and Cherry slowed with prob-

lems. Juergensen saw his lead
gone on lap 5 as he drifted a little
high and Nisbett shot to the top
spot as Juergensen and Allen were
door to door. With Nisbett setting a
steady pace, Allen snuck around
Juergensen on the 8th circuit and
began to close-up the gap very
quickly as Juergensen was right on
his bumper. 

As Allen kept gaining distance,
lap 13 would find it unlucky for the
current point leader as he got side-
ways while attempting to grab the
lead dropping him back to third.
Nisbett would then hold back Juer-
gensen for the win with Allen, Mal-
lard and Tony Johnson completing
the top 5. Nisbett and Allen won the
heat races.

In Coca-Cola Charger action,
another new face in the winner's
circle and another outstanding fea-
ture as Nik Taylor took the opening
lead and then had to fend back
what seemed like the entire field in
taking his first win of the season.
Nik Taylor headed the field to the
green as Justin Gantt, Japheth Nis-
bett, Ronnie Taylor, Billy Taylor,
point leader Jerry Ellis and brother
James Ellis were swapping spots
up to the very front pack. Gantt was
keeping the leader Taylor guessing
as he worked the top and bottom
lanes both. A lap 5 yellow kept the

field bunched together as Taylor
was driving a near perfect race with
Gantt and now Ronnie Taylor put-
ting on pressure while James Ellis
had overtaken point leader Jerry
Ellis for fourth place while Nisbett
was trying to hold back Billy Taylor
and 11 year old Ty Allison. In the
final 2 laps, Gantt looked high and
low, but Taylor held firm to become
the 6th different feature winner of
the season. Following the youngest
Taylor to the line was Gantt, point's
runner-up Ronnie Taylor, James
Ellis and point leader Jerry Ellis
completing the top 5 of an 8 car
pack battling for the win. Heats
went to Ronnie Taylor and James
Ellis.

Sportsman action saw another
first time feature winner as St.
Louis driver Jake Piel jumped to
the opening lead over current point
leader Jimmy Fohn and never
looked back in taking the well-de-
served victory. Piel also made it a
clean sweep by capturing the heat
race win.

For more information visit the
website at www.i44speedway.net
and be sure to like us at Lebanon
I-44 Speedway on Facebook for
updated information on Missouri's
only NASCAR sanction facility and
the only weekly asphalt track within
300 miles.
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Antioch
Speedway

MORGANTON,
NC - David Smith #11
from Inman SC won
the first of two Lake
Norman Motors.com
Fastrak Pro Late
Model  fifteen lap fea-
ture events. Chris
Steele #222 passed
Jimmy Mac  #23 with
four laps remaining to
finish second.
Matthew Nantz #24
also managed to slide
pass Mac to finish
third. Mac finished

fourth and Jeff Turnmire #19 fifth.
The top six drivers from the first

feature drew for starting positions
for the second feature. Steele drew
1st, Nance 2nd, Turnmire 3rd,
Smith 4th, Mac 5th and Gary Wood
# 35 who finishing 6th in the first
race who drew 6th.

Chris Steele #222 from York SC
jumped out front at the drop of the
green and led every lap on his way
to victory in the second fifteen lap
feature event of the Lake Norman
Motors.com Fastrak Pro Late Mod-
els. Nance finished second, Mac
third, Smith fourth and Justin Nor-
man #51 rounded out the top five.

Joey Barker #16 from Morgan-
ton won his first race of the season
in the Heintz Performance Rene-
gade V8ʼs race. Ronnie Vasser #77
who was struggling with a ill run-
ning engine still managed to finish
second. Cody Young #82 finished
third, Isaiah Manis #8 finished
fourth and Doug Shore #31 fin-
ished fifth.

John McElrath #63 from Marion
led flag to flag winning his second

consecutive  TJʼs Motorsports
Warehouse PS/Thunder Bombers
race. Mike Brown #11 finished sec-
ond, Shorty Lacey #63s third, Rod-
ney Atkins #28 fourth and Tim
Moretz #4 rounded out the top five.

Trevor Chatham #00 from Hid-
denite led every lap on his way to
victory in the  A & A Automotive
Super Stock Four event. Steve
Annas #7 finished second. Benny
Peeler #16 finished third and Paul
Butler #B4 finished fourth.

Phillip Benfield #60 from Tay-
lorsville won a very competitive
RPM Graphics Pure Stock Four
race. Jeremy Potter #579 took the
lead on the start and led half the
event. BJ Link #21 got the jump on
the restart after a caution. As Link
and Potter were coming off turn
four they tangled sending Link into
the Inside guardrail. Potter was
sent to the rear for rough driving.

Benfield took the lead on the restart
and went on to take the checkered
flag. Patrick Annas #6 finished sec-
ond. Link came back to finish third.
Josh Baldwin #17 finished fourth.
Potter could only muster to a fifth
place finish.

Blake Walker #0G from Lenoir
led flag to flag easily winning the
Tire Maxx Extreme FWD race.
Shorty Lacey #19 finished second,
Donald Dotson #99 third, Randy
Olsen #2 fourth and Floyd Tate
#99T finished fifth.

Dillion Lacey #19D from York SC
won a very exciting East Burke
Towing Young Guns race. Mason
Pugh #22 led the first half of the
event until Michael Lacey #19M
stopped on the front stretch bring-
ing out a caution. Dillion Lacey got
the jump on Pugh when the race
was restarted and they tangled in
turn two causing Pugh to spin.
Pughʼs racer had frontend damage
and was unable to continue. Dillion
Lacey went on to take the check-
ered flag with brother Michael sec-

ond. Jessica Tate #99 finished third
and Jacob Tarin #2 finished fourth.
Newcomer Colby Burke #15 in his
first race ever  finished fifth.

On Saturday night June 11th
there will be racing in the Heintz
Performance Renegade V8ʼs, East
Burke Towing Young Guns, TJs
Motorsports Warehouse PS/Thun-
der Bombers, A & A Automotive
Super Stock Fours, RPM Graphics
Pure Stock Fours, Tire Maxx Ex-
treme FWDs and the Heintz Per-
formance CrateUSA Modifieds.
Gates open at 4:30 pm.

Rockford Speedway
Saturday night at Rockford

Speedway, the Must See Racing
Sprint Car Series provided fans
with high speeds, close quarters
racing and perhaps one of the most
breathtaking feature races in the
history of the 69-year old facility. 

With the big money on the line,
and the race hanging in the bal-
ance, defending Must See cham-
pion Jimmy McCune had to outrun

2-time Little 500 champion Jacob
Wilson in order to cross the line first
and claim the victory on Saturday
night. The conquest was the fourth
of the season for McCune and his
second of the weekend after claim-
ing victory one night prior at Madi-
son (WI) International Speedway. 

Veteran racers Jeff Bloom and
Tim Cox lead the field to the green
flag, with Cox taking the initial lead.
Bloom battled back and assumed
the top spot a couple laps later,
while McCune and Wilson began
their meteoric-like rise through the
field. By lap 12, McCune exploded
into the race lead and left the bat-
tling trio of Bloom, Cox and Wilson
in his wake. By the 20th lap, Wilson
was able to get into second but
found himself nearly a straightaway
behind McCune. However, the gap
between first and second was
closed on lap 24  by the only cau-
tion of the event, a scary incident
which ended up bringing the race
to a complete halt. 

Indiana racer Mike Stutsman en-
tered turn one on the 24th lap on
the tail of Zion's Matt Vandevere.
Stutsman was unable to correct
after Vandevere made a slight
swing towards him going into the
corner. The end result saw
Stutsman ramping his vehicle off
the right rear of Vandevere. The
contact sent Stutsman airborne into
the turn one wall, where his vehicle
burst into flames and lost both
wings. Stutsman's wounded vehi-
cle ground to a stop in turn two and
miraculously he would climb from
the wreckage unassisted. 

Where the race resumed, just
six of the eleven starters remained
on track. But despite the small
quantity of cars on track, the qual-
ity of racing heated up. Wilson im-
mediately went after McCune for
the lead, riding a foot away from
the retaining wall while chasing the
race leader. While McCune and
Wilson raced for the lead, Cox and
Bloom tussled for third in classic
fashion. On the 42nd lap, Cox
made a bold move to take third po-
sition from Bloom, while Wilson
made a serious challenge for the
lead. Wilson was able to make a
couple more spirited rallies for the
lead, both from the extreme high-
side of the track, to the delight of
the fans in attendance. Wilson's
final challenge came on the last
corner of the last lap, with his bid
just falling short. McCune took the
victory, his 15th all-time in the Se-
ries. Wilson, who was also the
fastest qualifier on the evening with
a lap of 11.467, claimed second.
Cox came home in third, followed
by Bloom and Jerry Caryer. 
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David Smith battled the field to come home a winner in the first of
2 fifteen lap features at Antioch Speedway. (Antioch Speedway
photo)

Second race winner Chris Steele led from the start to finish first.
(Antioch Speedway photo)


