
Close Finishes Across the Board at Daytonaʼs Speedweeks
Hamlin Takes Toyota to a Photo-Finish Win

Elliott Stays the Course with XFINITY Victory • Sauter Waits for Truck Win
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The checkered
flag has waved on
Speedweeks 2016 at
Daytona and the
NASCAR season has
officially begun. After
ten days of activity at
the Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, the
top three divisions of
NASCAR have one
race in the record
books and there were
many memorable mo-
ments along the way.
Letʼs take a look at the

beginning to the 2016 racing sea-
son and discuss what we
learned.

It would be very diffi-
cult to discuss Speed-
weeks 2016 without
mentioning Daytona Ris-
ing. I really enjoyed the
many television special
programs, interviews,
and behind the scene
tours of the $400 million
dollar “motorsports sta-
dium”. I learned something new
about the “state of the art” stadium
every time I watched an interview
about the project.  Since I did not
attend the events at Daytona this
year, I canʼt wait until I get to expe-
rience the first escalator and eleva-
tor ride at Daytona Rising. Iʼm sure
the fans will fill the internet with
their evaluation and comments
about their first trip to Daytona Ris-
ing as well. I must admit that it was
wonderful to see the stand full of
fans on Sunday for the Daytona
500. Much credit goes to the man-
agement and staff at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway and
International Speedway Corpora-
tion for a job well done.

Not only did the fans get to enjoy
the “family friendly” experience of
Daytona Rising, but they were re-
warded with some of the best on-
track action in recent years. From
the ARCA race and Unlimited the
first weekend to the Duels, Truck,
XFINITY, and Daytona 500, the
racing was competitive and the fin-
ishes unbelievable. Every race
came down to a last lap dash to the
finish line with the XFINITY race
won by less than a car length by
Chase Elliott and the exciting
Denny Hamlin victory over Martin
Truex Jr. in the Daytona 500 by
inches.

But, what did we learn about
racing in the Camping World
Trucks, XFINITY, and Sprint Cup
Series this season after Daytona?

Actually, not much. The cars and
trucks that raced at Daytona are
used only for only the superspeed-
ways of Daytona and Talladega, so
the true barometer of these three
Series will begin with Atlanta Motor
Speedway next weekend. It will
certainly be hard to match the close
racing and competition of Daytona,
but, for many championship con-
tenders, the real NASCAR season
starts at Atlanta. With so many
races held on 1.5-mile tracks, plus
the new Sprint Cup rules package,
the battle to earn a position in the
Chase will begin at Atlanta. And,
before we mention several other

things we learned at
Daytona, congratula-
tions to Johnny Sauter
and Denny Hamlin for
their Daytona victories
which will probably earn
them a spot in the
Chase for their respec-
tive divisions.

One important off-
track item came when
NASCAR updated their

rule book with regard to specific
penalties for driver behavior. The
NASCAR rule book now includes
clauses about point deductions,
fines, suspensions, or termination
for various infractions. These
clauses deal with the verbal dis-
paraging of NASCAR to intention-
ally wrecking a driver who is in
contention for the Chase champi-
onship.

Without question, the last infrac-
tion is the direct result of the Matt
Kenseth – Joey Logano incident at
Martinsville during the 2015 Chase.
An incident like that this year would
result in a loss of 50-100 champi-
onship points, a fine of $150,000 -
$200,000 and a two-race suspen-
sion or termination.

There are five additional “mem-
ber actions” outlined in the updated
NASCAR rules Section 12.8.1.
They include heat-of-the moment
encounters that do not include
physical violence, verbally dis-
paraging NASCAR or the media,
intentionally damaging a vehicle
under yellow or red flag conditions
or on pit road, physical confronta-
tions, attempting to manipulate the
outcome of a race, intentionally
wrecking another vehicle, targeting
a driver in a vulnerable position, in-
tentionally removing a driver in
championship contention in a dan-
gerous manner, public disparage-
ment of another person based on
race, color, creed, national origin,
etc., or charged or convicted of

criminal violations including do-
mestic violence, trafficking or as-
sault. Obviously, points deducted
and fines, along with any suspen-
sion vary according to the violation.

It will be very interesting to see
how these new, updated rules will
be enforced depending on the inci-
dent and severity. I would not want
to be the first driver to test the new
rules and force NASCAR to render
a decision on the severity of the
penalty. My guess is that youʼd be
“an example” that would serve as a
stern warning to your fellow com-
petitors. Weʼll certainly see, espe-
cially as the season gets closer and
closer to determining the drivers el-
igible for the Chase in each divi-
sion.

Since I was not in Daytona, I fol-
lowed the practices, qualifying, and
races on television. While I appre-
ciate all the extended coverage
now available on television during
Speedweeks 2016, I must admit
that several of the announcers
have touched my last nerve. Iʼm not
alone in my feeling because I re-
ceived at least a dozen phone calls
during the week asking me if I was
watching a particular show from
Daytona. In most cases, I was and
agreed with my friends opinion of
the telecast or announcer.

I would like to congratulate Jeff
Gordon on his first weekend with
Fox in the announce booth. I
thought his incite and thorough-
ness was often the highlight of the
telecast. His comments on the rac-

ing action, the “how and why”
something was happening, and his
overall contribution to each telecast
was, no doubt, well received by
race fans. I also thought that in-
volving Larry McReynolds in many
programs and races added a great
deal to the overall enjoyment.

On the other hand, if I never had
to listen to Michael Waltrip again on
a racing telecast, that would be fine
with me. I would have thought by
now that network management
would have “seen the light” and
made the much needed changes to
their team. And, donʼt even mention
the “Pit Walk” segment prior to the
Sprint Cup race. That idea has run
its course. After the many debacles
last year, I didnʼt think that those of
us watching on television would
have to view those “walks” again. I
guess some viewers think the
“walk” is cute and provides enter-
tainment. However, Iʼm willing to
bet that the number of viewers
who, like me, could live without the
“walk” is MUCH larger. Enough
said on that topic.

Through it all, Iʼm really glad that
NASCAR racing for 2016 has
started. Iʼm excited about the local
short track season to begin, and
encourage race fans throughout
the country to support their favorite
local drivers and tracks. Plus, re-
member to support all the sponsors
who market their products and
services through motorsports. They
are the backbone of our sport, es-
pecially on the local level.
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Welcome to 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com
follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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By REID SPENCER
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - Most of
the time, when an ath-
lete talks about a
"team victory," itʼs
nothing more than a
sports cliché.

But Denny Ham-
linʼs win in Sundayʼs
Daytona 500 at Day-

tona International Speedway—by
the closest margin in the history of
the Great American Race—was a
testament to the strength and soli-
darity of the Toyota teams of Joe
Gibbs Racing and Furniture Row
Racing, a JGR affiliate.

In a wild last lap at the 2.5-mile
superspeedway, Hamlin moved
into the outside lane in front of
Kevin Harvick, who had gained mo-
mentum up top. Avoiding a block
from JGR teammate Matt Kenseth
in Turn 4, Hamlin dove to the inside
and won a drag race to the finish
line against Furniture Rowʼs Martin
Truex Jr.

Leading the inside lane after
Kenseth abandoned it to try to
block Hamlinʼs progress, Truex
nosed ahead as he and Hamlin ap-
proached the stripe. But Hamlin
used a last-ditch side-draft to pull
even and edged ahead by .010
seconds—roughly four inches—as
the cars crossed the line in a photo
finish.

The victory was the first for Toy-
ota in the Daytona 500. For JGR, it
was the first Daytona 500 win since
Dale Jarrett passed the late Dale

Earnhardt on the last lap in 1993 to
give Joe Gibbs his first triumph as a
car owner.

As the race developed, the
question wasnʼt which car would
win, but which Toyota. All told, JGR
drivers and Truex led 156 of the
200 laps, with Hamlin setting the
pace for 95 of those circuits. With
Kyle Busch running third and Carl
Edwards fifth, Toyota swept the top
three spots and four of the top five. 

For Hamlin, who became the
fifth driver (and the first since Jar-
rett accomplished the feat for the
second time in 2000) to sweep the
Sprint Unlimited and the Daytona
500 in the same season, the final
lap was a blur.

"I donʼt remember it—honestly,"
Hamlin said. "I just remember
pulling up in front of the 4 (Harvick,
who finished fourth) and him giving
me a push and not letting off when
he was pushing, and ultimately that
was the push to the victory for us. I
know we got to the outside of the
18 (Kyle Busch), the 78 (Truex) ...
and then the 20 (Kenseth) came up
to block high, and I saw that the
middle was going to be the only
way I could get around both of
them.

"We cleared the 20 and drag-
raced with the 78. This is a total
team effort from Joe Gibbs Racing
and Toyota, Martin Truex and those
guys – all of our cars up front at the
end. I said with two (laps) to go that
we have to get the team victory no
matter what it takes, and I essen-
tially was trying to go up there and

block the 4 to keep him from getting
to those guys, but he gave me such
a strong push I just went with it and
we ended up with a victory."

Up until the last two feet, Truex
thought he had the race won.

Denny cut inside (of Kenseth),
made it three wide," said Truex,
whose Furniture Row team
switched from Chevrolet to Toyota
this year. "Just side-drafted me off
of Turn 4 all the way to the line. I felt
like I had enough momentum to
keep him behind me. I did all the
way up until that last couple feet. 

"He just shot out that last couple
inches on me right before the line.

Wish I would have crowded him up
the track a little bit more late down
the frontstretch. Those are split
second decisions. He came out on
the right end of it today. ...

"It's hard to make those deci-
sions. I felt like I had the momen-
tum, and I did till those last couple
feet. So, you know, live and learn. I
think if I get in that position again,
I'll do it a little bit differently. First
time I've ever been in that spot. I
think we'll have a lot more opportu-
nities to win races this year with
race cars like that. Looking forward
to getting better at taking advan-
tage of them."

Polesitter Chase Elliott led the
first three laps before giving way to
teammate Dale Earnhardt Jr., but
Elliott spun off Turn 4 on Lap 19,
damaged his No. 24 Chevrolet dur-
ing a wild slide through the infield
grass and lost 40 laps while the car
was being repaired. He finished
37th. 

Earnhardtʼs race ended in the
same corner on Lap 170. Driving
aggressively toward the front,
Earnhardt lost control of the No. 88
Chevrolet and slammed nose-first
into inside wall near the entrance to
pit road. Earnhardt, who had led 15
laps early in the race, was credited
with a 36th-place finish.

Kenseth, who led 40 laps, nearly
wrecked when Hamlin dove to his
inside on the final lap, but the two-
time Daytona 500 winner saved the
car and finished 14th.
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in History

Denny Hamlin, driver of the #11 FedEx Express Toyota, poses with
the winner's decal in Victory Lane after winning the DAYTONA 500.
(SARAH CRABILL/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Denny Hamlin, driver of the #11 FedEx Express Toyota, takes the checkered flag ahead of Martin
Truex Jr., driver of the #78 Bass Pro Shops/Tracker Boats Toyota, in the closest finish in Daytona 500
history. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - Retaking
the lead with five laps
left in the first of Thurs-
day nightʼs Can-Am
Duel 150-mile qualify-
ing races, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. cruised to a
dominating victory and
grabbed the third star-

ing spot for Sundayʼs Day-
tona 500.

In the second Duel,
reigning NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series champion Kyle
Busch took the checkered
flag under caution after a
wild last-lap wreck took out
the cars of Jimmie John-
son, Martin Truex Jr., Matt
Kenseth, AJ Allmendinger
and Danica Patrick and
damaged the No. 41
Chevrolet of Kurt Busch.

Kenseth will go to a
backup car and start from
the rear in the Daytona
500, surrendering the sec-
ond starting spot he earned
during last Sundayʼs time
trials.

"I guess it was quiet and
calm there for a long time,
and the last lap just went
kind of crazy," Busch said.
"Great car. These guys at
Joe Gibbs Racing did a
phenomenal job this winter
building some new pieces
for us to come down here
with and have some fun.

"Looking forward to
starting the Daytona 500 in
the fourth spot, but I think I
will actually get the outside
front row now that Kenseth
got caught up in that mess
and tore up his car."

Driving a chassis nick-
named "Amelia" for famed aviatrix
Amelia Earhart, Earnhardt won his
Duel for the second straight year
and for the fifth time overall. The
two-time Daytona 500 winner
drove Amelia in all four restrictor-
plate races and the Duel last year,
winning two points races as well as
the Daytona qualifier.

Earnhardt held off 2015 Daytona
500 winner Joey Logano and
rookie Ryan Blaney, who drove
their Fords to second and third, re-
spectively. Kevin Harvick finished

fourth, followed by Denny Hamlin
and Daytona 500 pole winner
Chase Elliott.

With Blaney finishing highest in
the first Duel among the four "open"
drivers who had to race into the
field, Michael McDowell earned a
spot in the Daytona 500 based on
his qualifying speed from last
Thursday, the third fastest among
the "open" drivers. Blaney was al-

ready locked into the field as the
fastest qualifier among the "open"
drivers.

"You all know what it means to
be in the 500," McDowell said. I've
been on the other side, too, where
I've been loading up, too, and going
home on a Thursday night. I defi-
nitely appreciate it when we make
the races.

"It's definitely a big thing for our
team, Circle Sport and Leavine
Family Racing. We're going to have
two cars in the Daytona 500, espe-

cially for a small team. To really
start out the year well, it's very im-
portant. This is such a huge race."

Earnhardt got the lead on Lap
55 of 60, diving to the inside and
pulling up beside Hamlin, who was
leading at the time. Earnhardt
stayed out front for the final five
laps, bringing his total for the race
to 43.

"Denny is such a great plate
racer," Earnhardt said. 

"There are a lot of guys that are
really good at it these days. I knew
he was going to be real tough to get
around. When he got the lead (dur-
ing a sequence of green-flag pit
stops), I didnʼt know if we were
going to be able to get around him.

Heʼs got a great car and heʼs real
smart.

"For whatever reason, I was
able to get to his quarter-panel,
(and) he saw we had a pretty good
run. I donʼt know, I didnʼt think I was
going to clear him. 

“We got away from him so he
couldnʼt side draft us, I guess. I was
really surprised as anybody that we
got by him.Heʼll be tough on Sun-
day."

With Brian Scott spinning off
Turn 4 and slamming into the inside

wall on the final lap, Earnhardt
crossed the finish line .183 sec-
onds ahead of Logano, who also
finished second to Hamlin in last
Saturdayʼs Sprint Unlimited exhibi-
tion race.

The first Duel sets the inside
lane for the Daytona 500. Hence,
Earnhardt, Logano, Blaney, Harvick
and Hamlin will line up third, fifth,
seventh, ninth and 11th behind El-
liott on Sunday.

Jamie McMurray, Kurt Busch,
Carl Edwards and Ty Dillon finished
second through fifth in the second
Duel and will line up behind Kyle
Busch in the outside lane on Sun-
day, provided none of those drivers
has to go to a backup car, and pro-

vided Elliott chooses the in-
side lane for the start of the
race (the pole winner has
lane choice).

With Matt DiBene detto
finishing highest among
the "open" drivers in the
second Duel, Robert
Richardson Jr. earned the
last starting spot in the
Daytona 500 on speed,
given that DiBenedetto al-
ready was locked into the
field as the second fastest
"open" qualifier during time
trials.

With Richardson and
DiBene detto in the race,
BK Racing has all four of
its cars in the field. The
cars of David Ragan and
Michael Waltrip are char-
tered and therefore guar-
anteed starting spots.

"Two weeks ago I  home
working on my ranch, got a
phone call from Lane
Segerstrom from (sponsor)
StalkIt, saying he was try-
ing to put a deal together
trying to run the Daytona
500," Richardson said.      

"This was two weeks
ago. A lot of guys start
preparing for this race as
soon as the season ends
from last year.

"I'm very,very honored to
be part of BK Racing, hav-

ing another opportunity to run here
at the Daytona 500. I've been in it
once before, but this one is very,
very special to me. 

“My wife and I welcomed our
brand new baby boy who was born
in early December. Every bit of the
earnings we get from this race are
going to go into a college fund for
him."

Failing to qualify for the Daytona
500 were Cole Whitt, Josh Wise,
David Gilliland and Reed Soren-
son.
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Prevail in Can-Am
Duels at Daytona

Dale Earnhardt Jr. celebrates is Can-Am
Duel 150 win in Daytona International
Speedwayʼs victory lane Thursday night
before setting back and watching race
two. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo) 

Kyle Busch is all smiles after winning
the second of the Can-Am Duel 150
races at DIS. This win set Busch up for a
fourth place start in the Daytona 500.
(NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)





By REID SPENCER
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - The fin-
ish of Saturdayʼs Pow-
ershares QQQ 300
NASCAR XFINITY
Series race at Day-
tona International
Speedway left winner
Chase Elliott out of
gas on the cool-down
lap and runner-up
Joey Logano pound-

ing his steering wheel in frustration.
But it was the high-speed chess

game seconds before the first and
second-place cars crossed the fin-
ish line that made all the difference.

Fearing he wouldnʼt get help
from Kasey Kahne, Elliottʼs JR Mo-
torsports teammate, Logano
pushed Elliott clear of the pack on
the final lap, hoping to make a
move to the outside as the cars
sped off Turn 4.

But when Logano went high, El-
liott moved to his right, and re-

peated contact between Elliottʼs
No. 88 Chevrolet and Loganoʼs No.
22 Team Penske Ford—hard
enough to pound a deep dent into
Elliottʼs right rear quarter panel—
broke Loganoʼs momentum and al-
lowed the No. 88 to cross the stripe
.043 seconds ahead of the No. 22.

"He blocked it—I got there a little
bit late," Logano acknowledged.
"And then I got hooked on his right
rear, and thatʼs what killed my mo-
mentum… That contact just
stopped my car."

So the pole winner for Sundayʼs
Daytona 500 (on FOX at 1 p.m. ET)
beat the winner of the 2015 Day-
tona 500 by a small fraction of a
second, and Logano was runner-
up for the third time during Speed-
weeks, having run second to
Denny Hamlin in last Saturdayʼs
Sprint Unlimited and second to JR
Motorsports co-owner Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. in Thursdayʼs first Can-Am
Duel. 

Kasey Kahne finished third and

XFINITY regular Elliott Sadler
fourth in the season opener, as JR
Motorsports grabbed three of the
top four positions. Austin Dillon ran
fifth, followed by Darrell Wallace Jr.
and rookie Brandon Jones.

"That was a heck of a battle,
man," said Elliott, who survived
early contact during a six-car inci-
dent on Lap 13 and rallied to win
his first XFINITY race at Daytona
and the fifth of his career. "I had
such a great car, and we just found
ourselves in the right place at the
right time.

"Luckily we just barely had
enough to get in front of Joey
there."

Elliott duly impressed his car
owner, an acknowledged superstar
when it comes to restrictor-plate
racing.

"Chase obviously did what he
had to do there at the end of the
race," Earnhardt said. "I thought
that was very gutsy to be able to re-
ally put such an aggressive block

on the 22… He did what he had to
do to keep the guy behind him, and
it won him the race. 

"Iʼm proud of Chase. Itʼs such a
cool thing to be a part of his career.
Heʼs going to do some amazing
stuff in his career, and itʼs awesome
to be a little part of it."

After Ray Black Jr. stalled on the
backstretch to cause the fourth
caution of the race on Lap 102 of
120, ending a 76-lap green-flag
run, Logano led the field to green
on Lap 108 with Elliott beside him.
While Sadler pushed Elliott to the
lead, Logano got hung out of line
and drifted back.

Forced to fight back to the front
over the final 11 laps, Logano got a
strong push in the outside lane
from Kahne, who in turn was get-
ting a strong push from Dillon.
Logano didnʼt get back to the front
until the final lap, when he opted to
push Elliott and tried to make a
last-ditch move. 

"Itʼs three races and three sec-
onds, and I guess it is nothing to
hold your head down about, but,
gosh, when you see the lead that
many times and are that close to
winning and donʼt pull it off, itʼs frus-
trating," Logano said.
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s Chase Elliott Outduels Joey Logano
for XFINITY Win at Daytona

Chase Elliott (88) battles Joey Logano (22) for the lead and the win in Saturdayʼs Powershares QQQ 300 at Daytona International Speed-
way. (JONATHAN FERREY/GETTY IMAGES photo)



By REID SPENCER
D A Y T O N A

BEACH, FL - With the
No. 4 Toyota of
Christopher Bell bar-
rel-rolling through
Turn 1 behind him,
Johnny Sauter nosed
ahead in his No. 21
Chevrolet and had
more than a car-
length lead when
NASCAR called the

final caution of the NextEra Energy
Resources 250 at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway.

With the victory, Sauter is all but
guaranteed a spot in the first
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Chase, a seven-race playoff
modeled after the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup.

But Sauter needed a push from
Bell to take the lead, moments be-
fore contact with the No. 17 Toyota
of Timothy Peters launched the No.
4 and sent it rolling in as part of a
10-truck accident. Ryan Truex ran
second, followed by Parker Kliger-
man, Brandon Brown and Tyler
Young, as attrition eliminated some
of the strongest trucks in the field.

The victory was the first for
Chevrolet in 17 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series races at Day-
tona. It was Sauterʼs 11th win in the
series in his first start in the No. 21
GMS Racing Chevy and his first
race with crew chief Marcus Rich-
mond.

"I just had this feeling that our
truck was so good yesterday that,
if I didnʼt make any mistakes, we
were going to have a shot at this,"
Sauter said. "And Marcus did a
phenomenal job calling the race…
This is unbelievable.

"Iʼm so pumped to be the first
guy to get to Victory Lane here.
GMS—I mean, what can I say?
This is the opportunity of a lifetime."

A colossal wreck on Lap 93 in-
volved more than half the 32-truck
field and eliminated some of the
strongest competitors from con-
tention, including Austin Theriault
(who had led a race-high 31 laps),
polesitter Grant Enfinger, two-time
series champion Matt Crafton, de-
fending race winner Tyler Reddick,
Canadian Cameron Hayley and
Mexican star Daniel Suarez.

NASCAR red-flagged the race
for 27 minutes, 54 seconds for
track cleanup. When the trucks
began rolling again, Truex was in
the lead, followed by Sauter and

Peters, for a restart on Lap 98.
Truex and Sauter battled side-by-
side until Bell pushed Sauter to the
lead after the trucks took the white
flag.

"The 4 truck, thanks for the
push," Sauter said. "He was push-

ing me. I was sideways. We lost
momentum there, and I thought we
were all going to crash. The next
thing I knew he was pushing me
again and bumping me, and it all
worked out."

Note: After the race, Bell was

transported to a local medical facil-
ity for further examination and ob-
servation. No specifics about his
condition were available, but Bell
was able to climb from his car and
walk to a waiting ambulance--
standard protocol after any wreck.
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In Wild Finish, Sauter Wins Truck Series Opener
at Daytona

Johnny Sauter celebrates in Daytona International Speedwayʼs victory lane after winning the NextEra
Energy Resources 250 Friday night. The win came after Sauter received and push from Christopher
Bell. Bell then spun and barrel-rolled fifteen time down the track and causing a 10-truck accident and
a 27 minute red-flag. (JOHN HARRELSON/NKP photo)





CHARLOTTE, NC
- After an exciting start
to the season at
Greenvil le-Pickens
Speedway a couple of
weeks ago, Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
South Super Late
Model racers from
across the Southeast
are busy preparing for
the biggest month of

racing in the 2016 season.  The
month of March will see three huge
events for the Southʼs top Super
Late Model racers, beginning with
the 11th Annual South Carolina
Clash at Dillon Motor Speedway on
Saturday, March 5.

Ever since the first South Car-
olina Clash was held at nearby Flo-
rence Motor Speedway in 2006,
the event has been one of the fea-
tured races annually on the PASS
South schedule.  In that race 10
years ago, the late Charlie Brad-
berry held off short track legends
Mike Rowe and Freddie Query in a
frantic battle to the checkered flag.

In 2008, the South Carolina
Clash moved the tough, egg-
shaped Dillon Motor Speedway
and has seen quite the list of win-
ners.  Ryan Blaney leads all drivers
with two victories, while Justin
Wakefield, Ben Rowe, Preston
Peltier, Austin Theriault, Daniel
Hemric, and Tyler Church have all
visited victory lane there in the
past.  Peltier looked to join Blaney
as a two-time winner at Dillon, but
was edged out by Theriault in 2013
for the closest finish in PASS South
history.

This yearʼs South Carolina
Clash will go green on Saturday,
March 5 as Tyler Church looks to
repeat his emotional victory there
from a year ago.  But, following a
12-lead change event at Greenville
and with another stacked field ex-
pected at Dillon, that will be no
easy task for Church.  The week-
end of racing will be filled out by a
stout afternoon of action that will in-
clude the DMS Late Models racing
for 60 laps with $1500 going to the
winner and the Pro 4-Cylinders
competing in a 50 lapper paying
$750 to win.

From Dillon, the series returns to
Concord Speedway on Saturday,
March 19 and the beginning of a
new tradition with the birth of the
Southern Sizzler.  The PASS South

Super Late Models will compete for
125 laps and will be joined for the
first time ever by the NASCAR
Whelen Southern Modified Tour.

Just a week later, one of the
most prestigious short track events
of the Spring will go green on Sat-
urday, March 26 as the 11th Annual
Easter Bunny 150 brings the PASS
racers back to Hickory Motor
Speedway.  Racers from all across
the country are expected for the
Easter Bunny 150, which also dou-
bles as the second race of the
PASS National Championship Se-
ries.  And if the Easter Bunny week-
end was not already big enough,
two inaugural series events at Hick-
ory will make it that much bigger.
The Southern Modified Racing Se-
ries Presented By PASS is ex-
pected to bring Tour-type Modified
racers from across the East Coast
together in the first ever Easter
Bunny 125.  And, the new South
East Mini Stock tour will also be in
action following an exciting intro-
ductory event at Concord last Fall.

All the action gets under way on
Friday, March 4 at Dillon Motor
Speedway with open practice for all
competing divisions from 3 – 6:05
PM.  On Saturday, March 5, prac-
tice will begin at 12 Noon with qual-
ifying starting at 3:30 PM for the
PASS South Super Late Models,
DMS Late Models, and Pro 4-Cylin-
ders, followed by main events start-

ing at approximately 5 PM.  
PASS South Super Late Model

entry forms for the events at Dillon,
Concord, and Hickory can be found
at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway and PASS Southʼs
Easter Bunny 150 at the historic

Hickory Motor Speedway.  For
technical information concerning all
PASS divisions please send ques-
tions to passrac-
ing@roadrunner.com.  For media
or marketing questions, please
contact Alan Dietz at 704-231-2039
or alandietzpass@live.com.  And,
donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

P.A
.S.
S.

Huge Month Of March For PASS
South Racers Begins At Dillon

PASS South drivers start at Dillon Motor Speedway in 2015. Dillon
is the first of three big events in March for PASS South. (PASS
photo)



Atlanta Motor
Speedway

HAMPTON, GA -
Chart-topping and
multi-platinum-selling
country music record-
ing artist Mark Wills, of
Blue Ridge, Georgia,
will highlight a live-
music-filled Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500
Weekend at Atlanta
Motor Speedway Feb.
26-28. 

From the AMS
Fan Stage to Sun-
dayʼs Salute to Folds
of Honor pre-race con-
cert on the start/finish

line, each day of race weekend will
supply plenty of musical entertain-
ment, as NASCAR racing returns
to Atlanta Motor Speedway for the
second stop on the 2016 sched-
ule. 

Hereʼs a full rundown of the mu-
sical guests and performances and
where to see them next weekend
at AMS.

Friday, Feb. 26: Stevie G will put
on a performance in the brand-new
Park Pavillion entertainment venue
near Bruton Smith Park from 7-9
p.m. following Sprint Cup Series
qualifying.

Saturday, Feb. 27: Country
music artist Matt Stillwell will per-
form live on the AMS Fan Stage be-
ginning at 11:45 a.m. Corey Kent
White will take the stage later at
3:30 p.m, and Dacula, Georgiaʼs
own Joe Hall will wrap up the live
music for the day with a perform-
ance at Park Pavilion from 7-9
p.m. 

Georgia country music artist An-
gela Reign will perform the national
anthem on the pre-race stage near
the start/finish line prior to the
Heads Up Georgia 250 XFINITY
Series race, while Keisha Gwin will
do the honors prior to the Great
Clips 200 Camping World Truck
Series race.

Sunday, Feb. 28: Sundayʼs mu-
sical lineup will be headlined by
Mark Willsʼ Salute to Folds of
Honor pre-race concert beginning
at 11 a.m. on the pre-race stage
near the start/finish line before a
performance by Angela Reign on
the AMS Fan Stage at 12:25 p.m. 

Pre-race performances of
“Georgia on my Mind” by Miss
America 2016, Betty Cantrell, and
“God Bless America” by Corey
Kent White, will take place on the
pre-race stage at the start finish
line prior to the start of the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500. Robin Meade,
host of HLNʼs Morning Express, will
round out the weekend music

lineup with the singing of the na-
tional anthem just before the green
flag flies.

All musical performances in the
Fan Zone, The Gathering Place
and the Park Pavilion are free of
charge and open to all fans. Stage-
front access to the Salute to Folds
of Honor pre-race concert on the
AMS front stretch is free with the
purchase of a pre-race pit pass. All
performance schedules are subject
to change.

For complete AMS Fan Zone,
Gathering Place, Park Pavilion and
on-track schedules and details, visit
http://atlantamotorspeedway.com/
weekendschedule/. ;

NASCAR racing returns to At-
lanta Motor Speedway Feb. 26-28,
2016, featuring the Heads Up
Georgia 250 XFINITY Series and
Great Clips 200 Camping World
Truck Series doubleheader on Sat-
urday, Feb. 27 and the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 Sprint Cup Se-
ries race on Sunday, Feb. 28. For
more information, contact the At-
lanta Motor Speedway ticket office
at (770) 946-4211, (877) 9-AMS-
TIX or visit www.atlantamotor-
speedway.com.

Phoenix International Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - NASCAR Sprint

Cup Series stars Kevin Harvick,
Danica Patrick and Clint Bowyer
are all scheduled to appear at
PIRʼs Budweiser ROLL-BAR Club
for moderated question and answer
sessions on throughout the Good
Sam 500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries race weekend. 

The Budweiser ROLL-BAR
Club, located on the west side of
the track behind the Bobby Allison
Grandstands, features the best in
live entertainment each day
throughout the entire Good Sam
500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
weekend at PIR, as well as ap-
pearances by some of NASCARʼs
top personalities.

Driver of the No. 4 Busch
Chevrolet, Harvick captured the
checkered flag at the 2015 Camp-
ingWorld.com 500 in dominant
fashion, leading 224 of the 312
laps. Harvickʼs seven wins on the
oval at PIR are the most in
NASCARʼs elite series at the facil-
ity. In addition to winning the spring
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race at
PIR each of the last two years, Har-
vick has won three of the last four
fall races in Phoenix. 

Overall, Harvick is a 12-time
winner in Phoenix, with seven
Sprint Cup Series wins, four victo-
ries in the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series and one race
win in the then-NASCAR Nation-

wide Series. His 12 wins are sec-
ond-most ever at the track across
all competitions, trailing only Ken
Schrader, who won 15 races
across four series at PIR.

Patrick is embarking upon her
fourth full-time season in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series with
Stewart-Haas Racing driving the
No. 10 Natureʼs Bakery Chevrolet
and looking to improve upon a ca-
reer-best finish of 24th in the 2015
Sprint Cup Series championship
standings. She recorded two top-
10 finishes a year ago and three in
2014. In seven starts at Phoenix,
Patrick finished a career-high 16th
in the most recent Quicken Loans
Race for Heroes 500 race in No-
vember 2015.

Driver of the No. 15 5-Hour En-
ergy Chevrolet for HScott Motor-
sports, Clint Bowyer will make an
appearance at the ROLL-BAR
ahead of his 22nd start at PIR. En-
tering his 12th season in the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series,
Bowyer has a total of eight career
wins including a season-high three
in 2012 where he earned a runner-
up finish in the Series standings.
Bowyer will be looking to make the
most of his first season with HScott
Motorsports and improve on his
two top-five and six top-10 finishes
in Phoenix.

Single-day tickets to the Bud-
weiser ROLL-BAR Club are avail-
able for $99 on Saturday, March 12
and for $149 on Sunday, March 13.
The additional purchase of a grand-
stand ticket is still required for track
admission.

Tickets to all events throughout
Good Sam 500 NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series weekend at Phoenix In-
ternational Raceway are available
online at PhoenixRaceway.com, by
phone at 1-866-408-RACE (7223)
or in person at the PIR ticket office.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL – Talladega

Superspeedwayʼs “Two for $88”
ticket package, named for
NASCARʼs most popular driver and
a Talladega favorite - Dale Earn-
hardt, Jr. - is back by popular de-
mand for the Sunday, May 1
GEICO 500 NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series race.

Earnhardt, Jr., a
six-time winner at
NASCARʼs Most
Competitive track
and defending cham-
pion of the GEICO
500, started off the
2016 season in fine
fashion Thursday
night, capturing a vic-
tory in the first of two

Can-Am Duel qualifying races at
Daytona International Speedway.
As a result, he will start third in
Sundayʼs Daytona 500 (front row
was set with Chase Elliott and Matt
Kenseth last weekend). With a vic-
tory in Talladegaʼs GEICO 500,
Earnhardt, Jr., can become the first
driver since Jeff Gordon in 2004-05
to win back-to-back GEICO 500s.

The “Two for $88” Dale Jr. Tal-
ladega package gives fans a $42
savings off the regular price for two
Lincoln Grandstand tickets to the
May 1 GEICO 500 – where the win-
ner is all but guaranteed a spot in
NASCARʼs Chase for the Sprint
Cup. The offer is for a limited time.
For more information, visit www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com/dalejr.

“The ʻTwo for $88 packageʼ is
one of the most popular we have
had here,” said Talladega Super-
speedway Chairman Grant Lynch.
“It offers two great seats in our Lin-
coln Grandstand at an amazing
value. When Dale Jr. won last
yearʼs GEICO 500, no one left the
grandstands. The fans stayed,
watching our large video boards
that captured Daleʼs celebration in
Gatorade Victory Lane. He will
again be a favorite this year.”

Earnhardt, Jr. is the only driver
in history to win four consecutive
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series events
at Talladega Superspeedway - the
biggest and baddest race track on
the planet..

“We were winning so many
races there in a short period of time
(five from 2001-2004), and some
places you feel almost like you are
at home, and this is one of them,”
said Earnhardt, Jr. of Talladega Su-
perspeedway. "The fans at Tal-
ladega love to see us win, they
want to see us lead…ever lap.
They get excited and they are
happy when we are up front. I
mean, I feel that. I love racing here
and winning here. Weʼre looking
forward to Talladega (May 1) and
the fans coming to see us. We
hope do well and we appreciate all
of their loyalty, and hope to be up
front when the checkered flag
drops.”

In addition to the “Two for $88” 
(Continued Next Page)
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ticket package, Tal-
ladega Superspeed-
way is offering up
additional great “single
day” savings for the
spring event weekend,
April 29 – May 1,
which also includes
the General Tire 200
ARCA Racing Series
Presented by
Menards race (Friday,
April 29) and the Tal-
ladega 300 NASCAR
XFINITY Series event
on Saturday, April 30.
Fans save $10 off all

regular pricing for a limited time,
and kids 12-and-under receive $50
off regular pricing in all seats.

Dover International Speedway 
DOVER, DE - The Hangout, an

all-new hospitality attraction giving
fans a spot to relax, dine and so-
cialize before and during NASCAR
events at Dover International
Speedway, will be opening for the
2016 racing season, track officials
announced today.

In the spring, The Hangout will
be open at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
May 14, prior to the NASCAR
XFINITY Series Dash 4 Cash race
and at 9 a.m. Sunday, May 15, be-
fore the “AAA 400 Drive for Autism”
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race.
In the fall, The Hangout will be
open at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oct.
1, before the “Drive Sober 200”
NASCAR XFINITY Series race pre-
sented by the Delaware Office of
Highway Safety and at 10 a.m.
Sunday, Oct. 2, prior to the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race. 

Featuring a fresh look, outdoor
and shaded seating areas with
lounge furniture, and a stage for
live music performances and driver
appearances, The Hangout is the
must-visit spot for fans as an add-
on package to their race ticket.

Tickets are $109 for Saturdays
and $139 on Sunday, and include
all food and drink offerings, a $25
FanVision coupon, a race program,
outdoor tailgate-style games, Wi-Fi
and charging stations, and, on Sun-
days, a Trackside Access pass.

In addition to a menu filled with
American-grill food options and An-
heuser-Busch and Pepsi products,
Wi-Fi access will also be available. 

“Weʼre very excited about this
new option for our fans to enjoy,”
said Dover International Speedway
President and CEO Mike Tatoian.
“The Hangoutʼs location near the
Monster Monument at Victory
Plaza puts visitors in the middle of

all of the excitement and events
outside the track and gives fans a
new way to further improve their
race day experience.”

In the spring, food and beverage
service will be available from 11
a.m.-4 p.m. on May 14 and 10
a.m.-3 p.m. on May 15. In the fall,
food and beverage service will be
available from noon-5 p.m. on Oct.
1 and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on Oct. 2. 

Food options will include barbe-
cue rib tips, buffalo chicken wings,
grilled hot links and several veg-
etable and dessert choices. Drink
selections will include draft and
seasonal craft beer options, as well
as non-alcoholic beverages.

For tickets or more information,
call 800‐441‐RACE, visit Dover-
Speedway.com and download our
Mobile App free for iPhone, iPads
and Android devices. You can also
keep up with the Monster Mile at
Facebook.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and Insta-
gram at @MonsterMile.

Michigan Intʼl Speedway
BROOKLYN, MI - Michigan In-

ternational Speedway has teamed
up with four-time NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series champion and
NASCAR on FOX analyst Jeff Gor-
don for a special ticket package
during the June race weekend at
the track. 

The package, which is available
to all NASCAR fans for $124 in-
cludes:

• One seat for the NASCAR
XFINITY Series race on Saturday,
June 11

• One seat for the FireKeepers
Casino 400 NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series race on Sunday, June 12

• A Q&A session with Gordon
that weekend

• $20 in MIS money to spend on
food
“Jeff has always said Michigan is
one of his favorite racetracks,” MIS
President Roger Curtis said. “We
are thrilled he is part of a ticket
package for the awesome fans
here.”

Tickets for the Jeff Gordon
24ever Ticket Package are avail-
able at www.MISpeedway.com\
24ever or by calling 800-354-1010.

2016 Jeff Gordon Fan Club
members have the opportunity to
receive preferred access at the
special Jeff Gordon Q&A session.
To become a member, join at this
link.

Nestled in the lush Irish Hills of
Southeastern Michigan, Michigan
International Speedway is the
Great Escape, a venerable
NASCAR national park where fans
can get away and enjoy the very

best in racing and camaraderie. Itʼs
the love of racing and the thrill of a
great time for race fans and drivers
alike.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - A star-studded

lineup of celebrities with close
Georgia ties will welcome fans vis-
iting Atlanta Motor Speedway dur-
ing next weekendʼs Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 NASCAR weekend. 

Movie stars, athletes musicians
and even Miss America herself will
be on hand, as the historic track,
hosting its record 101st 500-mile
race, becomes NASCARʼs hub of
activity at its annual Atlanta stop.

Leading off, Robert Patrick, an
actor born in Marietta, Georgia who
has worked with some of the top
actors and directors in his field for
the past 30 years, will serve as the
grand marshal, attending the Sprint
Cup Series driversʼ meeting, giving
the driversʼ command and riding in
a pre-race grand marshal pace lap.

On the big screen, Patrick has
appeared in iconic films like “Termi-
nator 2,” “Die Hard 2,” “Wayneʼs
World,” “Walk the Line” and “Flags
of our Fathers.” Patrickʼs TV re-
sume includes roles in “The Sopra-
nos,” “The Outer Limits,” “Elvis,”
“The Unit,” “The X-Files,” “True
Blood” and “Sons of Anarchy.” He
can currently be seen as Agent
Cabe Gallo in the ensemble “fun-
cedural” "Scorpion" on CBS.

In addition to his acting success,
Patrick is a lifelong supporter of the
U.S. military and the USO. The
grandson of an Army veteran who
served during World Wars I and II
and the Korean War, Patrick grew
up with a profound respect for
troops. Devoted to giving back, he
regularly makes USO hospital visits
and has participated in four USO
tours to seven countries since
2008. Fans can meet Patrick on
the AMS Fan Stage at 11:55 a.m.
on Sunday morning.

Next up, Mark Wills, the chart-
topping and multi-platinum selling
country music recording artist who
calls Blue Ridge, Georgia home,
will perform the Salute to Folds of
Honor pre-race concert prior to
Sundayʼs Folds of  Honor QuikTrip
500. Willsʼ No. 1 smash hits include
“Wish You Were Here,” “19 Some-
thinʼ,” “Back at One” and “Jacobʼs
Ladder.”

Packing on the start power,
Robin Meade, host HLNʼs "Morning
Express," will sing Sundayʼs na-
tional anthem prior to Patrickʼs giv-
ing of the command. Meade is a
former Miss Ohio who now calls At-
lanta Home and can be seen host-
ing "Morning Express" Monday

through Friday from 6 a.m. to noon
on HLN. Fans can see Meade on
the AMS Fan Stage at 9:45 Sunday
morning.

Also performing on Sunday,
Warner Robins, Georgia native and
Miss America 2016 – Betty Cantrell
– will give a special rendition of
“Georgia on my Mind” prior to the
start of the race. She will also ap-
pear on the AMS Fan Stage at
10:25 a.m. on Sunday.

Baseball Hall of Famer and for-
mer Atlanta Brave Tom Glavine will
bolster the athletic side of the Geor-
gia host committee. Glavine,
who was drafted by the Braves – as
well as the NHLʼs Los Angeles
Kings – in 1984, went on to play 22
MLB seasons, posting 10 All-Star
appearances, two National League
Cy Young Awards and more than
300 wins as a pitcher. Glavine will
appear on the AMS Fan Stage at
12:10 p.m. Sunday afternoon.

From baseball to football, former
Denver Bronco and Georgia Bull-
dog, Champ Bailey, will serve as
Sundayʼs celebrity pace car driver.
Bailey earned consensus All-Amer-
ican honors at the University of
Georgia before being drafted by the
Washington Redskins in the first
round of the 1999 NFL Draft. He
went on to play 15 NFL seasons,
earning 12 Pro Bowl nods, the
most for a defensive back, before
retiring in 2014. Bailey will meet
fans on the AMS Fan Stage at
10:15 a.m. Sunday morning.

Rounding out the 2016 Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 Weekend host
committee is Lee Haney, a record
eight-time Mr. Olympia winner in
the International Federation of
Bodybuilders. An expert in physical
health and fitness, Haney resides
with his wife in Fayette County,
Georgia and hosts his own pro-
gram, “TotaLee Fit with Lee Haney”
on the Trinity Broadcasting Net-
work. 

In addition to the celebrities ap-
pearing at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way, Georgia governor Nathan
Deal will offer his own welcome
with special video appearances
throughout the weekend.

Other notable Georgia-tied ap-
pearances during Atlantaʼs race
weekend include Angela Reign per-
forming the national anthem before
Saturdayʼs Heads Up Georgia 250
XFINITY Series race, Joe Hall per-
forming live in the all-new Park
Pavilion entertainment venue on
Saturday night and Sprint Cup Se-
ries driver David Ragan, from
Unadilla, Georgia appearing on the
AMS Fan Stage for a Q&A session
with Miss zMax at 9:15 a.m. Sun-
day morning.
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Owners: Hendrick Motorsports,Owners: Hendrick Motorsports,
Race 101, Gnassi Motorsports,Race 101, Gnassi Motorsports,

Plus OthersPlus Others

Maria Vannice, Auctioneer Danny Irvin, Auctioneer 
NCAL #8595    NCAL #8657
IN AU10800010 IN AU10800039

Auction Firm License #8623 

www.mcsauctions.com

PUBLIC AUCTIONPUBLIC AUCTION
Selling Race Car Parts and Equipment 
February 23, 24, 25, 2016February 23, 24, 25, 2016

Starting at 9:30 AM – Doors open at 8:00 AM 
SALE LOCATION:

8955 W NC Hwy. 152, Mooresville, NC, 28115; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East on 150 approx. 6
miles to Junction 152, hang a right and go approx. 2 •  miles to Sale Site; Watch for Auction Signs

PARTIAL SALE LISTING – RACE PARTS 
Exhaust Pcs, C/F Air Boxes, Radiator Hose, Window Nets, Calipers, Sway Bars, Alum Tanks, Rotors, Shock Parts,
R07 Heads, Carbon Fiber Pcs, Headers, Rods – Carrillo & Pankl, SB2 Heads, Steel Rockers, Upper & Lower A-
arms, Crankshafts, Aeroquip, Coil Springs, Braided Line, Driveshafts, Rearend Housings, Brake Pads, Tires and
Wheels, Push Rods, Valves, Radiators, Oil Coolers, 2007 – 2015 Jeep f ull width front recovery winch mount bumper
by Rampage; 2007 -2015 Jeep full width rear bumper by Rampage 

TERMS OF SALE:
Terms of sale is cash, cashier checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mastercard. Business or Personal
Checks must be accompanied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier on Sale Days.  There will be a 15%
buyerʼs premium charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount given for cash. Driver's license or picture
identification is required to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is” with no guarantees or warranty expressed or im-
plied. Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of each sale day.
Announcements sale day take precedence over any printed matter. 

Visit our website for additional info:

NOTE:NOTE:
This is our first regular
sale of the new year;
will be unpacking and
setting up sale next
week. Please plan to
attend and see what
other items we may

uncover 
ADDITIONAL SALE DATE: Mar 22, 23, 24, 2016

Hendrick Motorsports
8955 W NC Hwy 152, Mooresville, NC 28115



BARBERVILLE,
FL - One night after
being involved in a
multi-car accident,
Shane Clanton had to
battle Josh Richards
and a near photo fin-
ish with Scott
Bloomquist to take the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series win on

Friday night during the finale of the
DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park. 

Richards led 45 of 50 laps but
came up just short of the weekend
sweep en route to capturing the Big
Gator awarded to the weekʼs over-
all points champion. 

Richards dominated from the
beginning of the night in his Valvo-
line/Rocket Chasses No. 1, as he
posted the second fastest time in
qualifying and then led flag-to-flag
in his heat to place himself in the
redraw for the feature. 

Just as he did Thursday night,
Richards matched his speed with
luck as he drew the top starting po-
sition for the $10,000 to-win fea-
ture. 

Richards easily rocketed to an
early lead over second place
starter Brian Shirley in the Arnie
Ranta/Longhorn Chassis No. 3s.
Shirley settled into second before
he lost the position to Jonathan
Davenport who drove his Baird
Transport/Elite Concrete No. 6 from
his sixth starting position into the
top two by lap six. 

Davenport, who has finished
third and second twice so far this
week, looked to have the car to
contend with Richards for the win
but faded near the halfway point of
the race, when Clanton charged his
way past him for second. 

Clanton had piloted his Weld-
bank Energy/Capital Chassis No.
25 from the inside of the third row
to get around Davenport, but was
four seconds behind Richards for
the lead with fewer than 25 laps re-
maining. 

Richards looked to be cruising to
his third win in-a-row and fourth out
of five nights at the DIRTcar Na-
tionals, but within 10 laps Clanton
had reeled in the leader and was all
over Richardsʼ back bumper. 

Clanton and Richards battled
side-by-side for the top spot as the
they diced through lapped traffic.

With the two leaders stuck in a
heated fight for the lead, Scott
Bloomquist snuck his way into the
third position and into the battle for
the victory. 

With only seven laps remaining,
Richards, Clanton and Bloomquist
were separated by a matter of car
lengths, setting up a shootout for
the feature victory. 

Clanton used a lapped car to
pick Richards, as he made his
move to the leaders outside and
captured the lead with five laps left.
Richards then fell victim to
Bloomquist who muscled his way
into the runner-up position. 

The Zebulon, Ga. native looked
to have the race wrapped up, with
only a handful of laps left, as he
cruised to a second and a half lead.
Bloomquist never quit, and on the
white flag lap, the second place
driver had caught the leader. 

Clanton, not realizing
Bloomquist was as close as he
was, eased off the accelerator just
enough to give Bloomquist a win-
dow to his inside coming to the
checkered flag. 

Bloomquist powered his way off
the final corner, pulling even with
Clanton as the leader began cele-
brating his victory with one hand
out the window. Bloomquist came
up just short of capturing the win as
Clanton nosed him at the line by a
fender. 

“We just bided our time early in

the race,” said Clanton, the de-
fending series champion. “We
started catching lapped cars and I
could finally see Josh [Richards]
again, then when I finally got past
[Jonathan] Davenport, I had a
clean racetrack where I could do
what I wanted to do. We then
caught [and passed] Josh, who
was having trouble getting through
lapped traffic and putting his car
where he wanted to. 

“Iʼve had such a terrible week
this week. To win a race it was just
relief that came across my body
and I started celebrating not know-
ing Scott [Bloomquist] was that
close. If I would have known that I
wouldnʼt have [started celebrating]
when I did. But itʼs a testament of
all the hard work we have done the
past two days, from blowing a
motor one night to having the car in
a million pieces and almost upside

down last night, then coming back
and winning tonight.” 

Bloomquist recorded his best
finish since winning during DIRTcar
Late Models action Wednesday
night. 

“We thought it was a 60-lap
race,” Bloomquist said. “I had a
number of people tell me they
thought it was 60 laps, but itʼs just
the way it goes. We mightʼve been
able to pick up the pace a little
more, but I saw we were on lap 49,
then saw the white flag the next lap
and thought ʻwe better get it on
nowʼ. So I got past Josh and got to
Clanton, but shouldʼve picked up
the pace a little sooner.” 

Capturing his second DIRTcar
Nationals championship, Richards
only needed to start the A-main to
win the prestigious Big Gator. Not
only did Richards start the A-main 

(Continued Next Page)
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in Photo Finish
Richards Finishes Third and

Captures Second DIRTcar Nationals Title

Josh Richards finished third on Friday night at Volusia Speedway
Park but took home the “Big Gator” and his third DIRTcar Nation-
als Title for his weeklong domination. (www.twitter.com/WoOLate-
Models.com photo)
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but he dominated the
race and finished
third. 

“Winning this
means everything to
us,” the Shinnston,
W.Va.-native said.
“We worked hard all
winter and then to
have a speed weeks
like we did, it was just
unbelievable. 

“I think our worst
finish was seventh a
couple of times, but
most of the time we
were running up front

and battling for wins, so thatʼs all
we can ask for. We had another
great car again tonight, but some-
times when youʼre leading you can
be a sitting duck. But we canʼt be
dissatisfied with our trip, we had a
phenomenal trip, and it was awe-
some.” 

Richards opened up a large lead
of over four seconds at one point
before Clanton took over the sec-
ond position. Once Clanton made
his way into the runner-up position
he started taking large chunks out
of the deficit every lap. 

“It didnʼt surprise me when he
caught us,” Richards said. “He was
really good rolling the middle here
last year, and I was on the bottom
just trying to conserve a little. I
shouldʼve tried to move up a little
and try harder to make it work, but
Shane was really good and he
turned a bad night around last night
into a win tonight. 

“Iʼm going to spend some time at
home, but weʼre going to continue
to work and get ready for the rest
of the swing. Itʼs going to be nice to
be home - itʼs been a long month
but itʼs been a lot of fun. Weʼre
going to take a break for a few days
and then get back to work.” 

The World of Outlaws Crafts-
man® Late Model Series returns to
action at Farmer City (Ill.) Raceway
for the prestigious Douglas Dodge
Ram Trucks Illini 100. Practice will
begin March 31 with feature racing
kicking off on April 1 and 2. 

Great seats are still available for
the Douglas Dodge Ram Trucks
Illini 100 by calling 844-DIRT-TIX
(347-8849), or by visiting Worldo-
fOutlaws.com/Tickets. 

For more information on the
World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late
Model Series, visit www.Worldo-
fOutlaws.com. Fans can also follow
the World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Late Model Series on Twitter at
www.Twitter.com/WoOLateModels
and on Facebook at www.Face-

book.com/WorldofOutlawsLate-
ModelSeries.

Richards Scores Back-
to-Back Victories in

Epic Fashion
BARBERVILLE, FL - Josh

Richards rallied from a 14th place
starting position to outduel
Jonathan Davenport in thrilling
fashion, capturing the lead with
less than five laps to go, then hold-
ing off a bonsaiing Davenport on
the final lap to capture the victory
on the second night of World of
Outlaws Craftsman® Late Model
Series action at the 45th Annual
DIRTcar Nationals. 

Richards, who dominated Thurs-
day nightʼs 50-lap feature and won
Tuesday night during DIRTcar Late
Model action, did not show the
speed early like he did the previous
night. Richards placed eighth in the
first qualifying group which was led
by Gregg Satterlee, who scored the
overall fast time for the night driv-
ing the Rocket Chassis number
22s Satterlee Petroleum/Keyser
Manufacturing Co. machine. 

Satterlee continued to showcase
his speed, easily capturing his heat
race, making his way into the re-
draw before the feature event. Un-
fortunately for Satterlee, he drew
the sixth starting position which is
the worst possible outcome in the
redraw. 

Drawing pole position was Chalk
Hill, Pa.-native Mason Zeigler pilot-
ing the Ohiopyle Vacation
Rentals/Insurance Services num-
ber 25z, with Jonathan Davenport
starting to his outside. 

No stranger to the front of the
field, Davenport has placed his
Baird Transport/Elite Concrete No.
6 on the podium each night heʼs
competed in the 45th Annual DIRT-
car Nationals, as he captured two
third place finishes and a second
thus far. 

When the green flag fell on the
field of 31 cars, Davenport made
quick work of the pole sitter, shoot-
ing around Zeigler exiting turn two
on the opening lap. Zeigler found
trouble early as he shot up the race
track in turn one on lap 11, allowing
most of the field to make their way
around him. 

Shortly after Zeiglerʼs issues, a
six car pile-up that involved 2015
World of Outlaws champion Shane
Clanton and 2015 Rookie of the
Year Brandon Overton, slowed on
track action. 

The wreck, which took 10 min-
utes to attend to, settled the field
down as the race was only slowed
by one more caution, which took

place five laps later on lap 16. 
By this point in the feature,

Richards, battling from his 14th
starting position had managed to
crack the top three, passing Tim
McCreadie in the No. 39 Sweet-
nerʼs Plus machine for the position. 

Davenport had a firm lead on the
field but was slowed as he fought
through lapped traffic near the
halfway point in the race. With Dav-
enport bottled up, second place
Satterlee and third place Richards
made their way to the leader s rear
bumper, setting up an epic duel for
the Gator trophy. 

Richards made his way around
Satterlee for second, bringing Ive-
dent Lloyd Jr. with him, as the two
put the leader in their crosshairs.
Davenport maintained the lead,
fending off challenges from
Richards and Lloyd, as each took a
shot at muscling their way to the
front. 

With less than 15 laps remain-
ing, things heated up as the three
began swapping the lead back and
forth, with Davenport utilizing the
bottom and lapped traffic to hold
onto to the top spot. 

Richards kept steady pressure
on Davenport, finally making his
move around the leaders outside
as lapped traffic plagued the
leaderʼs favorable inside line.
Richards completed the pass but
the race was not over. 

Davenport tried everything he
could to work his way back around
Richards for the lead, as he drove
deeper into turns trying to throw the
leader off his line. With less than
three laps remaining the two were
battling side-by-side for the victory,
with third place Lloyd not far be-
hind. 

In the end it was Richards who
prevailed after fighting off every
challenge from the second place
driver and winning his 60th career
World of Outlaws race in an epic
showdown with only one night re-
maining in the DIRTcar Nationals. 

“This was unbelievable,” the
three-time series champion said.
“We got behind early, then I ran out
of tear-offs and I ran the last four
laps with my [helmet] shield up.” 

“I knew we had a good car. I did-
nʼt know how traffic was going to
pan out, I just tried to keep my
speed up and get up through there.
This track has just been awesome
and I have to thank the fans for
coming out, this has been an
amazing speed weeks.” 

Davenport settled for a second
place finish, improving on his finish
of third the night before, but still
coming up short of capturing the
elusive Gator.

Rounding out the top three was
Lloyd who captured his highest fin-
ishing position of the DIRTcar Na-
tionals after starting the feature in
the eighth position.

Richards Rules at 45th
Annual DIRTcar

Nationals
BARBERVILLE,FL - Josh

Richards controlled the top position
in his Valvoline/Rocket Chassis
house car No. 1 Thursday night as
he dominated the 50-lap feature
event at Volusia Speedway Park
and scored the $10,000-to-win
opening night of World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series ac-
tion at the 45th Annual DIRTcar Na-
tionals. 

Richards, who captured a victory
on Monday night during the DIRT-
car Late Models portion of the
DIRTcar Nationals, showed his
speed early on Thursday night as
he paced his qualifying group with
the fast time. Richards fell just short
of claiming the overall quick time
which went to Brian Shirley in the
second qualifying group. 

The Shinnston, W.Va. native
carried his speed to the heat race,
as he easily rocketed his way to
victory, placing himself in the re-
draw for the top six starting posi-
tions. Richards utilized speed early
in the night, then received some
luck as he drew the pole position
for the feature event. 

Dale McDowell, who finished
third Wednesday night, drew the
second starting position for his Bad
Boy Off Road /UNOH No. 17M. Mc-
Dowell tried to rattle Richards early
in the race, but Richards escaped
the challenge from the second
place starter and stretched out to a
sizeable lead. 

Scott Bloomquist, a winner al-
ready at the 2016 edition of DIRT-
car Nationals, started in the fifth
position but quickly made his way
into the top three in his Reec Mon-
ument/Crop Production Services
No. 0. Bloomquist looked to have
the speed to catch Richards early
in the feature, but was challenged
by Jonathan Davenport, who fin-
ished second and third on the two
previous nights. 

Davenport and Bloomquist bat-
tled side-by-side for the fourth po-
sition, at one point even splitting
third place starter Austin Smith. As
the battle continued, 2006 World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries champion Tim McCreadie
fought his way from a ninth starting
position to join the battle for third,
eventually passing both drivers for 

(Continued Next Page)
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the position. 
McCreadieʼs top

three run was short
lived as Bloomquist
made his way back
around the driver of
the No. 39 Sweetnerʼs
Plus machine, just a
lap before McCreadie
suffered a flat tire,
sending him to the tail-
end of the field. 

At the front of the
field, Richards spent
most of his night lead-
ing the charge through
lapped traffic as 29

drivers started the feature event
that was slowed by only four cau-
tions. The final caution fell with nine
laps to go, bringing McDowell and
third placed Davenport, who had fi-
nally completed the pass on
Bloomquist, to Richardsʼ rear
bumper. 

McDowell and Davenport stayed
glued to the leader once the green
flag fell, but Richards proved to be
too strong for his adversaries as he
lead flag-to-flag for his first World of
Outlaws victory of the season. 

“It has been a lot of fun,”
Richards said. “We gambled a little
bit on tires, so I was kind of nerv-
ous and didnʼt know how it was
going to hold up. We got stuck in
lapped traffic and actually moved
up [the race track] and gained
speed.” 

McDowell improved on his
Wednesday night performance by
one position on Thursday, but could
never get close enough to steal the
Gator trophy from the eventual win-
ner.

Davenport rounded out the top
three as he battled all night from
the fourth position to maintain his
solid performance at DIRTcar Na-
tionals.

Bloomquist Cashes In
at 45th Annual DIRTcar

Nationals
BARBERVILLE, FL - Scott

Bloomquist rebounded Wednesday
from misfortunate the previous
night as he scored the DIRTcar
Late Model Swamp King Champi-
onship at the 45th Annual DIRTcar
Nationals. 

Bloomquist, a resident of
Mooresburg, Tenn., set the overall
quick time during qualifying driving
his famous Reec Monument/Crop
Production Services No. 0.
Bloomquist then continued his
strong night by dominating his heat
race, putting him in the redraw

group for the 40-lap feature event. 
Bloomquist drew the fourth start-

ing position with Steve Casebolt
selecting pole-position. Casebolt,
piloting the Riesbeck s Food Mar-
kets/Lias Tires Racing Division No.
C9, lost the lead once the green
flag dropped to second place
starter Dale McDowell driving the
17M. 

Bloomquist quickly charged to
the second position, passing Case-
bolt and placing McDowell in his
crosshairs for the lead. A caution on
lap 6 brought Bloomquist to the in-
side of McDowell for the lead, and
after a side-by-side battle for two
laps, Bloomquist completed the
pass on lap 8. 

The 52-year-old Bloomquist
pulled away from the field after he
completed the pass for the lead,
but quickly approached the tail end
of the 28-car field. A hard-charging,
red-hot Jonathan Davenport drove
his Baird Transport/Elite Concrete
No. 6 to Bloomquistʼs back bumper,
as the leader began navigating
through lapped traffic. 

For the second night in a row, a
multi-lane racetrack allowed for
side-by-side and three-wide racing
throughout the field which allowed
drivers like Davenport and, Tues-
day nightʼs winner, Josh Richards
to make their way to the front of the
field. Davenport picked up seven
spots to reach the second position
and Richards picked up nine spots
to get to the fourth position. 

As the laps wound down, and
lapped traffic subsided, Bloomquist
pulled away from Davenport for
good with less than 10 laps to go.
Bloomquist, much as he did the en-
tire night, dominated the feature
event and captured the Swamp
King Championship portion of the
45th Annual DIRTcar Nationals at
Volusia Speedway Park. 

“[The car] was really good,”

Bloomquist said. “I see we have
some things to do to help ourselves
in traffic - it took a while for heat to
get in the front tires so Iʼm going to
work on that. 

“I want to thank my family even
though they canʼt be out here. I
think my wife and daughter are
going to come in Saturday and we
may stick around a little bit and go
to Disney [World] or Sea World.” 

Davenport held on to finish sec-
ond and improved on his third
place finish from Tuesday night. 

“I keep getting better at this
place,” Davenport, a Blairsville,
Ga.-native said. “We definitely had
a good hotrod tonight. I think we
were a little better than Scott
[Bloomquist] early until we got to
lapped traffic and he could just ma-
neuver better. I got under Jason
[Feger] and he slipped out of the
groove a little bit and I hit him on
the right front and it didnʼt quite
steer as good after that. 

“Finishing second tonight, I
couldnʼt be happier. I donʼt think we
have had a finish outside of the top
five this year, so we have definitely
been one of the most consistent
cars in the country.” 

McDowell, who led the opening
seven laps before handing the lead
over to Bloomquist, finished in the
third position after losing second to
Davenport on lap 12. 

“We had a good starting posi-
tion, but they were better than us,”
the Chicamaugua, Ga.-native said.
“Tonight was only our second night
out so I could see where they were
beating us at and what areas we
need to work on.”

Richards Rockets to
Victory at

DIRTcar Nationals
BARBERVILLE, FL - Three-time

World of Outlaws Craftsman® Late

Model Series champion Josh
Richards continued his hot streak
Tuesday night, starting from the
front row en route to scoring the
checkered flag on night two of
DIRTcar Late Models week at the
45th Annual DIRTcar Nationals at
Volusia Speedway Park. 

Driving the Valvoline, Rocket
Chassis house car, Richards
showed his speed early in the
night, winning his heat race then
drawing the pole position in the re-
draw. Gregg Satterlee, piloting the
Satterlee Petroleum No. 22, started
on the outside of row one. 

A native of Indiana, Penn., Sat-
terlee challenged Richards on the
initial start but fell back as Richards
muscled his way to an early lead.
With Richards out front, the action
took place behind the leader. Driv-
ers from third to 24th battled side-
by-side, and even three-wide for
much of the race. 

Drivers such as World of Out-
laws regular Rick Eckert and Billy
Moyer Jr. charged their way to the
front utilizing a track that allowed
for multiple lanes of racing. Eckert
navigated his No. 7 Monumental
Paving and Excavating, Longhorn
Chassis from the tail-end of the
field to a fifth placed finish. 

At the front of the field, Richards
set a blistering pace, but a red-hot
Jonathan Davenport and 2006
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series champion Tim Mc-
Creadie lurked behind the leader
after they both maneuvered around
a fading Satterlee to crack the top
three. Davenport, running the top
line had chances on multiple
restarts to slingshot around
Richards for the lead, but could
never complete the pass. 

Richards eventually pulled away
from Davenport on a restart with
three laps to go, leaving Davenport
to battle with McCreadie for the
runner-up position. McCreadie
eventually overtook Davenport for
second, but never had a shot at the
leader who dominated his way to
another victory in the young 2016
season, his first DIRTcar Nationals
win of the week. 

“It sure wasnʼt pretty but we will
take it,” Richards said. “I saw [Dav-
enport] in second and knew I had
to give it all I had. 

“It was touchy out there. There
was a lot of traction in spots. If you
could get through it smoothly,
which was hard to do, then you
could gain some speed. You donʼt
really know when youʼre leading
whoʼs behind you and how fast
theyʼre going. It was a handful but
we will take it, we have a long week 

(Continued Next Page)
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Scott Bloomquist raced his way to the DIRTcar Late Model Swamp
King Championship during the DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park. (PAUL ARCH photo)
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to go.” 
McCreadie started

at the front of the field
and maintained a top-
five run the entire
race, finishing only be-
hind Richards. 

“Weʼre digging all
the time, I just donʼt
know where I need to
be most nights,” the
Watertown, N.Y.-na-
tive said. “It was fun.
The track was rough -
it had some character,
but you could at least
pass when guys made

mistakes. 
“Weʼre just working every day to

get this Longhorn [Chassis] better.
Itʼs not easy but we are working our
tails off. For the time we have in the
car itʼs amazing the strides we
have made to be able to run with
Richards and Davenport and be
competitive.” 

Even though Davenport faded in
the final laps, he still ran top three
much of the night, showing how
strong he has been so far in 2016. 

“We didnʼt have anything for
Josh [Richards],” Davenport, who
started in the 12th position, said. “I
gave it all I had that last restart, but
we did good getting to where we
finished. Thatʼs the best I have ever
finished - I had a third here one
time. 

“This place is just a little differ-
ent. I need to watch the videos and
see what Iʼm doing right and wrong
and get it tuned in here for tomor-
row.” 

Moyer Jr. Kicks-Off
Late Model Week at

DIRTcar Nationals with
Victory

BARBERVILLE, FL - Billy Moyer
Jr. survived a late race challenge
from Dennis Erb Jr. and Shane
Clanton as he captured the DIRT-
car Late Models checkered flag on
opening night of Late Model Week
at DIRTcar Nationals. 

Moyer Jr., a World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series
rookie of the year contender and
son of legendary late model driver
Billy Moyer Sr., started from the
outside of row one in his Crop Pro-
duction Services/Dyna-Gro Seed
21JR for the 30-lap, $7,000-to-win
feature at Volusia Speedway Park.
Moyer easily made his way around

pole-sitter Erb once the green flag
fell. 

Erb, driving the Black Diamond
Chassis number 28E, had his
hands full with fourth place starter
Clanton, whom he battled with
side-by-side for most of the race.
Clanton utilized the outside line to
stay even with the bottom-running
Erb as the leader pulled away. 

As the laps dwindled down, Erb
and Clanton pulled within striking
distance of the leader who was
having trouble navigating lapped
traffic. With 10 laps to go, the top
three were separated by less than
a second. 

Clanton faded in the closing
laps, but Erb stayed glued to
Moyerʼs rear bumper. Moyer main-
tained his lead for the remaining
laps, leading flag-to-flag and claim-

ing his first career DIRTcar Nation-
als victory. 

“Iʼve never ran good in a feature
here,” the Batesville, Ark.-native
said. “The car was perfect - my dad
did a heck of a job. Just having my
dad here means more than any-
thing. Growing up he didnʼt always
get to be there, he had to go out
and make a living, so this means a
lot. 

“Iʼm really excited, we finally got
a Gator and that means a lot to me.
The car was phenomenal, I tend to
overtighten myself a lot, so it was
great having my dad here to help
me on the adjustments. Weʼll go to
work tomorrow and hopefully get
another one.”

Erb finished in the runner-up po-
sition after doing everything he
could to muscle his way around the
leader, but came up just short of
capturing a coveted Gator trophy. 

“I had a really good car and I
was running him down there,” Erb
said. “[Moyer Jr.] did a really good
job of staying on his line and his car
was really good. We will take a sec-
ond place here and build on it for
this week.”

Clanton faded during the latter
parts of the race as 2014 World of
Outlaws Rookie of the Year Frank
Heckenast Jr. maneuvered around
him for the third position. 

“I buried myself after qualifying
and had to come from fifth in the
heat,” Heckenast Jr. said. “We did a
lot better than last year, it took us
until the end of the week to get
going. I think we found something,
so we will work on it, but I am still
kind of mad at myself because I
thought I couldʼve finished better.”
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - The
NASCAR Foundation
unveiled a new per-
manent display for the
Betty Jane France Hu-
manitarian Award pre-
sented by Nationwide
trophy on Wednesday,

in the lobby of the International Mo-
torsports Center.

The trophy display was unveiled
by The NASCAR Foundation
Chairwoman Emeritus and
Founder Betty Jane France, who
was joined Wednesday by The

NASCAR Foundation Chairman
Mike Helton and other members of
the foundationʼs board of directors.

The Betty Jane France Humani-
tarian Award – the NASCAR indus-
tryʼs most prestigious community
service honor – is presented annu-
ally to a NASCAR fan who embod-
ies Franceʼs commitment to
philanthropic causes and whose
generosity and compassion has
positively impacted the lives of chil-
dren. 

“This permanent display befits
the growing stature and impact of
our award,” France said. “Since its

inception, the award has benefited
nearly 200,000 children throughout
the United States. Todayʼs unveil-
ing also is an appropriate way to
begin The NASCAR Foundationʼs
10th year of existence.

“For both our employees who
come to the International Motor-
sports Center every day and our
visitors, this display will be a re-
minder of the good, important work
The NASCAR Foundation has
been doing since 2006 to improve
the quality of life for children.”

The foundation also announced
the beginning of the 2016 award
nomination process on Wednes-
day. Nominations can be submitted
on-line at NASCAR.com/Award.
Deadline for submitting nomina-
tions is March 18.

The sixth annual award will be
presented later this year with the
winner receiving a $100,000 dona-
tion to the charity they represent.
Three other national finalists will re-

ceive $25,000 for their respective
charitable organizations.

The National Association for
Stock Car Auto Racing Inc.
(NASCAR) established The
NASCAR Foundation in January
2006 to support initiatives that pos-
itively affect the lives of
children throughout the United
States. The 501(c) (3) non-profit
entity partners with medical experts
and other charitable organizations
to fund childrenʼs health care pro-
grams.

Now celebrating 10 Years of Giv-
ing in 2016, The NASCAR Founda-
tion has cumulatively donated $25
million to reach more than one mil-
lion children.

For more information on The
NASCAR Foundation, please
visit: NASCARfoundation.org.

Follow The NASCAR Founda-
tion on Facebook: www.Face-
book.com/NASCARFoundation or
on Twitter: @NASCAR_FDN.

Billy Moyer Jr. opened the Late Model Week of the DIRTcar Nation-
als at Volusia Speedway Park. (PAUL ARCH photo)
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BARBERVILLE,
FL - In the Super
DIRTcar Series finale
at DIRTcar Nationals,
Stewart Friesen led
early and worked to
hold off a Matt Shep-
pard through Saturday
night's 50-lap feature
but it was Brett Hearn
who scored the come
from behind win. 

Hearn had trouble
early in the night and
after advancing

through the Last Chance Show-
down started the feature in 21st.
The New Jersey-native made quick
work of the field, dispatching a car
per lap as he entered the top-five
by the midway point in the feature. 

On lap 34 Hearn muscled the
lead away from Friesen and
cruised to his first series victory of
the season. 

"We got a huge favor tonight that
we didn't really expect in that we
had to run the consi," Hear said.
"We got some laps out there after
the track dried out. After we ran the
consi we made some really great
decisions. Hats off to my crew. We
really struggled this week. We
changed everything we could think
of including stuff today, unbeliev-
able stuff. These guys were up
early working their butts off and so
this is meaningful for all the guys
that came down with me this year.
We persevered." 

Sheppard, the reigning series
champion who finished the night in
third, scored the Big-Block Week
championship and took home the
coveted 'Big Gator' trophy. 

"We had an awesome race car
all week," Sheppard said. "We had
another good car tonight. Brett
snookered us on tires a little bit. We
were really coming on Stewie there
at the end. I couldn't be prouder of
all those guys standing over there
that stepped up to help out. To
come down here out of the box to
have a first, second, third and a fifth
is pretty good, pretty consistent.
Hopefully we can keep it going all
season."

Laubach Holds Off
Sheppard to Win at

Volusia
BARBERVILLE, FL - One night

after losing the Super DIRTcar Se-
ries feature to Matt Sheppard as he
battled his way through lapped traf-
fic, Rick Laubach was redeemed
as he held off Sheppard by .117

seconds to score a win. 
Laubach started the feature on

the pole but Sheppard battled for-
ward from a sixth place starting po-
sition. Through several cautions
and challenges Laubach main-
tained his lead but again, lapped
traffic came into play. As he worked
his way through in the final three
laps, Sheppard closed the gap. As
the two drivers turned the final lap,
they crossed the finish side-by-
side. It was Laubach by a nose. 

"My crew guy said I had a lead
and I'm like, alright - I didn't feel
pressure again like last night. Son
of a gun, he was right there again,"
Laubach said. "I know those yel-
lows were helping a little bit. Track
conditions were mixing up. I kind of
just stroked it that last lap and held
it down into turn one and he was
going to go by me. I've got to get
my lapped traffic skills down a little
better. We had a good run last
night, maybe almost a win, tonight
we got the win. My little boy, he
loves these trophies, he said, 'we'll
take another trophy back to
grammy's house."

Sheppard Man to Beat
at Volusia

BARBERVILLE, FL - Matt Shep-
pard, the reigning Super DIRTcar
Series champion, entered DIRTcar
Nationals after an off-season of flux
saw him start his own team. The
driver proved Thursday night that in
spite of the challenges, he is still
one to beat. 

Larry Wight, last year's DIRTcar
Nationals Big-Block Week cham-
pion, started on the feature pole but
lost the lead after a short battle with
Rick Laubach. Laubach led the
field for 22 laps, holding off the pre-
vious night's winner Tim Fuller. As
Laubach tried to work his way
through traffic, Sheppard closed
with Wight close behind. Sheppard
and Wight got the run on Laubach
and quickly drove around. 

"This is unreal," Sheppard said
of his victory. "It was such a crazy
off-season for us; building this team
in such a short period of time. We
can say I'm going out on my own
but not really. I got a ton of great
people that have stepped up to
help out. Everything really came to-
gether. The crew has been busting
their butt all night on this car. We
had trouble in qualifying, we had
trouble in the heat race and they
never gave up. Man two races in
and we are sitting in Victory Lane
already that is awesome."

Fuller Gets First Win
of 2016 at

DIRTcar Nationals
BARBERVILLE, FL - Tim Fuller

battled Billy Dunn in the Super
DIRTcar Series Big-Block Modi-
fieds opener at Volusia, scoring the
first series win of 2016. 

Fuller, who started the feature in
third, battled to the lead by lap five.
Dunn, who spent much of the night
in second, battled after a mid-race
caution and closed in on Fuller.
After a side-by-side battle, Dunn
moved to the high line and pulled
away. 

"He scared me there in three
and four - he got beside of me
once," Fuller said of Dunn. "Then I
figured he went back to the top, the
top has been so dominant here. I
figured if he was going to get by me
on the bottom he was going to be
the dominant car. I got up there on
the top, everybody went to the bot-
tom, so I started running the top
and it worked out."

Hoffman Wraps Up
Blockbuster UMP

Modified Week
BARBERVILLE, FL - Nick Hoff-

man wrapped up his blockbuster
DIRTcar Nationals run on Tuesday
night as he claimed the UMP Mod-
ified Week championship and
scored his second 'Big Gator' tro-
phy. 

Hoffman, who was the class of
the field all week with the DIRTcar
UMP Modifieds, picked up three
wins, the Gator Championship and
the overall championship. He fin-
ished sixth in the final triple-20 fea-
ture. 

"I just can't believe it," Hoffman
said. "I can't thank everybody
enough who makes this possible.
It's unreal to come down here and
beat the guys we did and to do it so
many times." 

Tuesday night had three Triple-
20 features lined up by the UMP
Modified championship week point
standings. Ray Bollinger picked up
the win in the final Triple-20 feature
of the night after battling with Will
Krup. 

"I can't say enough for my crew,"
Bollinger said. "They pull it down
here and I get to fly down here. I
feel like a NASCAR star coming
down here and I finally got my
gator." 

Justin Allgaier won
the second Triple-20
after he ran through
the field and battled
Scotty Kincaid. For
the driver nicknamed

'Little Gator,' the win was even
more meaningful as he was able to
bring home his own little gator tro-
phy. 

"We struggled this week really
bad - I can't thank these guys
enough," Allgaier said. "We built a
new racecar to come down here.
We've been trying to learn it and we
finally did tonight." 

Derrick Ramey held off Joey
Jensen through the first Triple-20
feature of the night to claim his first
victory of DIRTcar Nationals.

Nick Hoffman Wins
Gator Championship
at DIRTcar Nationals
BARBERVILLE, FL - Nick Hoff-

man continued his DIRTcar Nation-
als dominance Monday night as he
held off Austin Dillon to score the
Gator Championship and the cov-
eted 'Big Gator' trophy. 

Hoffman drew the number one
starting pill in the night's redraw but
faced stiff competition from
NASCAR stars Austin and Ty Dil-
lon, and Jason Beaulieu as the
green flag flew on the night's 30-lap
feature at Volusia Speedway Park. 

Hoffman jumped out to a nearly
two second lead early as the Dillon
brothers worked to run him down.
By lap 13, Ty Dillon caught Hoff-
man and began a multi-lap battle
for the lead. With lapped traffic in
play, Hoffman was able to again ex-
tend out his lead. 

As Hoffman maintained a con-
sistent one-and-a-half-second lead
over Ty Dillon, Beaulieu began bat-
tling Austin Dillon for the third posi-
tion. Billy Workman Jr. slowed to a
stop on the front straight on lap 27
and bunched the field back up as
the yellow flag flew. 

"I was kind of hoping that thing
was just going to go straight to the
checkered but I just didn't want to
do what Ty did the other night and
screwed up in lapped traffic or miss
my marks in the last two laps,"
Hoffman said. "It was nail-biting
coming to that green with two to go.
I knew if I could make three perfect
laps that that was all it was going to
take." 

When the feature returned to
green with three laps remaining,
Hoffman held off Ty Dillon as
Beaulieu battled to the third posi-
tion. It was the third win of DIRTcar
Nationals for Hoffman.
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FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries will be in action in
less than a week for
the 2016 season as
there will be a pair of
50 lap $5,000 to win
event at the Cochran
Motor Speedway lo-
cated in Cochran,
GA., Saturday & Sun-
day afternoon Febru-

ary 27-28, there will be a special
practice session on Friday night
February 26 from 6-10 pm.

Riley Hickman of Cleveland,
TN., will lead the Southern All Star
drivers into the season opener as
he is looking for his fourth straight
they may be some drivers that that
might want to try and stop his reign
as series champion and that in-
clude the 2015 Cruise with the
Champions/Dirtondirt.com rookie of
the year Dillon Tidmore, Todd Mor-
row, Bo Shirley, Brad Skinner,  and
Jim Rogers, all have indicated their
plans to run for the series champi-
onship.

Other drivers that expected to be

in action include Ivedent Lloyd a
two time series champion, Dennis
Franklin, Casey Roberts, Casey
Barrow, Tristan Sealy, Austin Hor-
ton, Mason Massey, Russell
Brown, plus many more drivers
from across the southeast.

For more information concerning
this event contact Cochran Motor
Speedway at www.cochranspeed-
way.com  @@CMSSpdwy 

There will be racing in all classes
listed with a full show on Saturday
and on Sunday. Bomber, Pure
Stock, Super Street, Sportsman,
CMS Late Model, Nesmith Crate
Late Model and Southern All Star
Super Late Models. 

Admission For Weekend Pass:
Grandstands 2 Day Pass $30.00

Kids 6-10 $15.00
Pit Pass 3 day Adults $85.00

Kids 6-10 $30.00
Pits Pass 2 day Adults $70.00

Kids 6-10 $25.00
Practice Friday February 26th:

Gates Open At 2:00pm - Practice
Starts at 6:30pm till 10:00pm - Pit
Admission Adults $15.00 Kids
$5.00, Grandstands Free

If you need practice please

make plans to attend. On Race
Day it will be a Green-White-
Checkered Practice Only for all
classes!

Saturday February 27th: Gates
Open at 10:00am - Drivers Meeting
at 2:00pm - Hot Laps 2:30pm -
Heat Race and Qualifying immedi-
ately following. All drivers must be
registered before Drivers Meeting.
Saturday Admission Grandstands
$20.00 Kids 6-10 $10.00, Pits
$40.00 Kids $15.00

Sunday February 28th: Gates
Open at 10:00am - Drivers Meeting
at 2:00pm - Hot Laps 2:30pm -
Heat Race and Qualifying immedi-
ately following. All drivers must be
registered before Drivers Meeting.
Sunday Admission Grandstands
$20.00 Kids 6-10 $10.00, Pits
$40.00 Kids $15.00 

There are No Reserved Parking
for this Event. No Personal Vehi-
cles will be Allowed In Pits. ATV
$25.00 - Camping is Free.

Southern All Stars
Set Two Dates
For Return To

Thunderhill Raceway
FAYETTEVILLE, TN - The

Southern All Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries is adding two more races to the
2016 schedule as series officials
and track owner Ricky Spurgeon

have come to agreement to host
the Southern All Star Dirt Racing
Series for a pair of $4,000 to win
events on Saturday night May 7th
and Saturday night September 3rd
along with a full racing program.

The Southern All Stars have run
two events at the 1/3 mile high
banked oval located in Summer-
town, TN., just north of Lawrence-
burg, TN., in its 33 years of racing
with the most recent visit was in
2001 when Byron Michael took the
win and then in 1992 as Johnny
Williams scored the win.

“This is a great addition to our
schedule for the 2016 season, we
have been racing at the Tennessee
National Raceway for the past two
years and now with the addition of
dates at Thunderhill this will give
the fans, drivers and sponsors in
the west Tennessee area a chance
to see the Southern All Stars at
least three times during the sea-
son”. Said Southern All Star GM
Lynn Acklin. 

Drivers likely to compete in
these events include  Dane Dacus,
Mark Fields, Eric Hickerson, Brad
Skinner, Josh Putnam, Scott Shel-
ton, David Seibers,  plus many
more.

Details for the upcoming events
will be announced at a later date.
For more information visit
www.thunderhillracewaypark.com.
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INDIANAPOLIS,
IN - Western Pennsyl-
vania sprint car fans
have three important
dates to circle on their
2016 calendar, and all
three involve Tony
Stewartʼs Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Cham-
pions. 

The Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Cham-
pions will round out

the month of July with three con-
secutive nights of competition at
three different Western Pennsylva-
nia ovals. The inaugural I-79 Sum-
mer Shootout presented by Classic
Ink USA Screenprinting and Em-
broidery will feature three, $5,000-
to-win programs on July 29-31. As
an added bonus, a $3,000 point
fund will also be on the line for the
weekendʼs top racers. 

“All of the promoters involved,
including myself, are very excited
for the inaugural I-79 Summer
Shootout” Tri-City Raceway Park

promoter Chad Wagner said, “This
is going to be a very special week-
end for the drivers and fans. There
are a lot of people who helped
bring this concept together. The I-
79 Summer Shootout has the po-
tential to grow into something even
bigger in 2017.” 

The inaugural I-79 Summer
Shootout presented by Classic Ink
USA will ignite with a Friday night
visit to the Eriez Speedway just out-
side of Erie on July 29. The three-
eighths mile dirt oval, smallest on
the weekend swing, will host the
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions for the first time ever during
the I-79 Summer Shootout. 

After a short, two hour jaunt
down Interstate 79, the I-79 Sum-
mer Shootout will resume on Sat-
urday evening, July 30, at
Pittsburghʼs Pennsylvania Motor
Speedway near Imperial. “Dirtʼs
Monster Half-Mile” will prove to be
a fast and action-packed battle-
ground for the Western Pennsylva-
nia regulars and Arctic Cat All Star

Circuit of Champions, with potential
speeds reaching 150 mph. All Star
competitors visited PPMS on two
separate occasions in 2015, with
Greg Wilson and Dale Blaney each
making victory lane appearances. 

“This deal may be the best sprint
car racing our fans see in our re-
gion this year” Pittsburgh promoter
Matt Miley said, “Fans have the
chance to watch the All Stars race
on three consecutive nights, at
three historic tracks, with three dif-
ferent configurations. The promot-
ers have all been working together
to make this a win for everyone.
We hope to see everyone here in
July!” 

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions will wrap-up the inau-
gural I-79 Summer Shootout on
Sunday, July 31, at Tri-City Race-
way Park near Franklin, Pennsyl-
vania. It will the first appearance by
the All Stars since Tri-City Speed-
way was re-established as Tri-City
Raceway Park in 2014. The half-
mile dirt oval sat idle for four years,
but has since been renovated into
a state-of-the-art venue. 

As an added bonus for regional
fans, the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions will be joined by the
RUSH dirt late models during their

Western Pennsylvania trek. The re-
gional crate stars will support the
regionʼs finest open wheel teams
on all three nights of the 2016 I-79
Summer Shootout.  

“This has the making to be a fan-
tastic weekend of racing” Chad
Wagner said, “The tracks have all
teamed together to make this a
success. We want to attract a large,
regional fan base and have them
excited to do it again in 2017. The
countdown to the I-79 Summer
Shootout begins now.” 

Additional news regarding Eriez
Speedway, Pittsburghʼs Pennsylva-
nia Motor Speedway and Tri-City
Raceway Park can be found on the
Web at www.eriez-speedway.com,
www.ppms.com and www.trici-
tyracewaypark.com. Information re-
garding ticket prices, camping
availability and event time sched-
ules will all be online in the coming
weeks.  

For information regarding the
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions should visit their official on-
line home at www.allstarsprint.com.
Series updates and breaking news
will be posted regularly on the offi-
cial Twitter account of the Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions:
https://twitter.com/ASCoC.

Southern All Stars Getting
Set For Opening

Weekend at Cochran
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TULSA, OK - The
rules that govern the
American Sprint Car
Series have been up-
dated for the coming
2016 season.

Among the
biggest change is the
introduction of the
Heat Race and Quali-
fier system into the
Lucas Oil ASCS Na-
tional Tour for events

with 40 cars or more in attendance.
Much like the format utilized in
qualifying nights with the Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals, events that
boast such a high car count will see
the Top 32 in Heat Race passing
points advance into four Qualifiers
with each of those again counting
for passing points. Those points will
then be combined, and the Top 16
will advance into the night's A Fea-
ture. The remainder will fall into
twin B Features, or a trio if car
counts warrant.

The format option with Qualifiers
was discussed with Owners and
Drivers at the 2015 Devil's Bowl
Winter Nationals with all parties
supporting the move to give the dri-
ver's more options to race their way
into the show.

Another change comes in the
format for two night show for all of
ASCS that the Top 4 lock-in drivers
from the first night will draw for po-
sitions one through four, with the
following night's Top 4 in Passing
Points drawing for positions five
through eighth. On single night
shows, the draw will be for posi-
tions one through eight.

In regards to the position of the
initial start, the line or cone will now
be placed down from Turn 4 in
order to allow the front row to be
straight, and even, when they come
to the start. The starting point is
based on the size of the track and
will be pointed out during the Dri-
ver's Meeting. This was done in
order to give the drivers a more
even starting surface, as well as
give officials a better vantage point.

Another change to the rules re-
lates to the use of Provisionals on
the National Tour with Provisionals
no longer counting towards A Fea-
ture points, but only B Feature
points will a set amount allowed per
driver now removed. The use of
Provisionals are still based on
Owner Points, with a maximum of
two points based Provisionals per

night.
Continuing on the subject of pro-

visional, a provision that is rarely
used, the Promoter's Provisional,
allowed any promoter to put two
drivers of their choice into the A
Feature for money only, no addi-
tional points. That has been re-
duced to a single driver, with the
other position no reserved for
events co-sanctioned with ASCS
Regions.

Clarification of point fund eligibil-
ity has also been added as well as
clarification of rules relating to Tow
Money on both the Regional, if ap-
plicable, and National Tour.

Engine, Car, and Tire rules will
remain unchanged for the 2016
season.

The complete set of rules for the
American Sprint Car Series can be
found at www.ascsracing.com/se-
ries-info/rules.aspx

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series log
onto www.ascsracing.com.

ASCS Red River Region
Announces $15,000 Point

Fund for 2016 Season
TULSA, OK - Tow Money, in-

creased nightly payout, a lineup
that covers tracks in Kansas, Mis-
souri, Oklahoma, and Texas, and
now a $15,000 point fund ads an
exclamation point to the 2016 sea-
son for the American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Red River Region
presented by Smiley's Racing
Products, and it hasn't even begun.

"These drivers are the best you
could ask for, and the point of
ASCS is to expand, and better the
sport of Sprint Car racing, so that's
what our goal is with the Red River
Region," commented director, Terry
Mattox, who also heads the
NOW600 National Micro Series
presented by MyRacePass.

"The goals when we brought the
Sooner and Lone Star Regions
back together was to bring a better
schedule, and better payout. The
first year, each night was $2,000 to
win, $250 to start. This year, we
brought the bottom end up to $300
to start as well as raise the non-
qualifier money from $100 to $150,
plus we were able to keep our Tow
Money package in place for drivers
in the Top-10 who are members in
good standing," said Mattox. "The
next step was to bring the point
fund up where it needs to be, and
thanks to our sponsors, we were

able to do that this season."
The final payout will cover the

Top-10 in Regional standings that
are members in good standing,
having completed 70% of the sea-
son's schedule. Membership forms
are available now at www.ascsrac-
ing.com.

The 2016 season for the Ameri-
can Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products kicks off Fri-
day, March 11 and Saturday, March
12 with the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network at the
Creek County Speedway in Sa-
pulpa, Okla.

Wayne Johnson To Take
on Lucas Oil ASCS With

New Owner In 2016
TULSA, OK - Getting ready for

the 2016 season with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV Motorsports
Network National Tour has been a
busy one for Wayne Johnson. An
owner driver the past few seasons,
the Oklahoma City native has
handed over the title of owner to
Todd and Kelly Carlile for the 2016
season.

"With Todd and Kelly taking over
the team, you know, it definitely re-
lieves some stress on me having to
try and pay for everything," said
Wayne of the transition back to
being just the driver.

Elaborating further, Johnson ex-
plained, "Now I can focus more on
the driving aspect of it, but hon-
estly, as much of a change as it is,
it really isn't because Todd's been
involved with me for several years
as a sponsor. The only difference of
having him as the owner, it takes a
big burden off of me because as an
owner/driver, you race differently
because it comes back on you, but
having said that, I'm not wanting to
go out and cost him a bunch of
money either, because I know what
it takes and what it costs to do this."

Looking over the roster of Na-
tional Tour drivers, Wayne com-
mented that this year's lineup is
among the toughest he's seen in a
long time.

"I'm excited for this season. I can
remember seasons where you had
three guys that you know they were
the ones you had to beat, and this
year it's almost all of them."

Normally the No. 77x, Johnson
will have No. 2c on the sideboards
of his Outlaw Wings in 2016.

While massive change has
taken place in owner, numbers, and
color, so much of the team will re-
main the same as Connor "Slippy"
Nelson will start his fifth year as

Wayne's right hand man. Wayne's
brother, Bud Johnson, will also be a
part of the crew as his schedule al-
lows. The team will utilize EMI
Chassis along with relying on Char-
lie Fisher Racing Engines under
the bonnet.

Fans wanting to keep up with
Wayne Johnson can do so via
www.facebook.com/WayneJohn-
sonRacing. Anyone wanting news
from the source can also sign up
for "Wednesday's With Wayne" by
emailing Bill Wright (@BillWMedia)
at sprntcar@hotmail.com.

Baughman Focused On
Winning With 2016 Lucas
Oil ASCS National Tour
TULSA, OK - A regular name in

the American Sprint Car Series
over the past three years, running a
variety of Regional and National
events, Josh Baughman will take
on the full Lucas Oil ASCS National
Tour presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network for the first time
in 2016.

Despite the years involved, Josh
is still considered a Rookie on the
National Tour; putting him in the
hunt for the Brodix Rookie of the
Year along with Steven Russell.

"We've never really committed to
a full time season. We've had quite
a few ASCS National races, and
this year I feel like our chances are
strong. We're going to race very
weekend like we have, regardless,
not really worry about the points,
and just go out and try to win every
night," said Josh of the coming sea-
son. "I don't like points racing. I feel
like it just slows you down."

From Modifieds at an early age,
Josh broke into Sprint Cars while
attending Odessa High School.
Starting in the 305cid ranks across
west Texas and southern New
Mexico, Josh moved up to ASCS in
2013.

In terms of off season prepara-
tion, not much has changed for the
team as Josh will again utilize the
knowledge of Wayne Priddy as the
head wrench on the Hollywood
Blasting and Coatings No. 17.
Maxim. One change is the addition
of Fischer Body Shop on full time
as a primary sponsor of the Holly-
wood Blasting and Coatings No.
17, bringing a whole new look to
Baughman's car and rig with the
assistance of Sean Cain and Black-
beard Designs.

Josh will look to be up to speed
with events leading up to the start
of the 2016 season with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint Car Series,
using those events to shake down
the car and the team before hitting
the road.

Lu
ca

s O
il 

Am
er

ic
an

Sp
rin

t C
ar

 S
er

ie
s 2016 Lucas Oil American

Sprint Car Series
Rules Updated



I-30 Speedway 
LITTLE ROCK,

AR - The time has
come to put the finish-
ing touches on travel
plans to Little Rock,
Arkansas, for next
monthʼs 28th Annual
COMP Cams Short
Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier
Tires atop the ¼-mile
I-30 Speedway clay
oval.

Among those
items to check off the
list for the March 10-12
event is tickets.  And

you can now get your tickets in ad-
vance online by visiting the Short
Track Nationals page at
http://www.i-30speedway.com
/shorttracknationals.html.

Advance tickets for all three
nights of the $15,000-to-win Sprint
Car spectacular are just $60.  Indi-
vidual night tickets may be pur-
chased as well for $20 on Thursday
only, $20 on Friday only and $28 on
Saturday only.

The 28th edition of the Short
Track Nationals is already shaping
up to be among the most exciting
in the history of the prestigious
event with an exciting format that
ensures edge-of-your-seat racing
action every time the cars hit the
track over the course of three
nights after Wednesdayʼs practice
session.

All cars will compete during each
night, with the familiar heat race
and qualifying race format in effect
for the Thursday and Friday quali-
fying events.  

While the top three from each
qualifying night will lock into Satur-
dayʼs $15,000-to-win and $2,000-
to-start STN championship feature
event, points will be accumulated in
each race on Thursday and Friday
to set the balance of the Saturday
lineups.

Saturday will feature heat races
seeded according to accumulated
points with an invert of six in each
heat race.  With more points tallied
in Saturday heat race, eight more
drivers will lock into the main event
with point totals setting the lineups
for Saturdayʼs twin “C” and “B”
Mains that will set the field.

Defending STN champion
Christopher Bell is among those al-
ready setting their sights on the
$15,000 winnerʼs share at I-30
Speedway on March 10-12.

Entry forms are available at
http://www.i-30speedway.com/fly-
ers/STNFlyer_March2016.pdf.  En-
tries are just $150 if postmarked by
March 4, with entries after that

$250.
The original attempt at the 28th

Short Track Nationals in October
was reduced from four nights to
just one due to inclement weather.
That card on the final Thursday of
October did more than live up to
billing though, with Aaron Reutzel
rallying from seven rows deep to
make a late move on the high side
around Jac Haudenschild for the
win.  Reutzel and Haudenschild
earned provisional starting posi-
tions in the March 12 STN finale by
virtue of finishing first and second.

Bell became the 17th different
winner of the event in October of
2014 and youngest thus far on a
star-studded list that includes
Sammy Swindell, Paul McMahan,
Brad Sweet, Tony Bruce, Jr., Jason
Meyers, Jason Johnson, Tim Mont-
gomery, Gary Wright, Jason Sides,
Mike Ward, Tim Crawley, Wayne
Johnson, Pete Butler, Terry Gray,
John Gerloff and Steve Kinser.

For more information regarding
I-30 Speedwayʼs Short Track Na-
tionals, check at www.i-30speed-
way.com or call the track at
501-455-4567.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC - Carteret

County Speedway is trying to re-
duce costs for racers and one area
where the recently opened track on
Carolina's Crystal Coast is reduc-
ing costs in with tire prices.

Carteret County Speedway
owner Bobby Watson has set tire
prices for the Late Model division at
$75 for new (sticker) tires and $35
for used (scuff) tires. In addition to
the reduced prices, Carteret
County Speedway will run on a
two-tire program in 2016, much like
neighboring tracks Southern Na-
tional Motorsports Park and East
Carolina Motor Speedway.

American Racer, who was the
official tire supplier for Carteret
County Speedway in 2015, will
once again be the official tire sup-
plier in 2016, which adds to the ex-
perience for racers. American
Racer tires, which were used for
seven races in the CARS Tour last
year, are praised by racers since
tire degradation isn't as as bad with
American Racer as it is with
Hoosier tires.

The tire costs comes on the
heels of the announced purses for
all the regular Carteret County
Speedway divisions with Late
Model races paying $1,200 to win
and $150 to start. Furthermore,
Carteret County Speedway will not
require competitors to buy two new
scuff tires every week, as long as
the tires they compete on are

American Racer tires that were pur-
chased at Carteret County Speed-
way.

The announcement of the tire
prices comes on the heels of
Carteret County Speedway releas-
ing its purses for all divisions, with
the Late Model division paying
$1,200 to win and $150 to start
along with a $200 pole award. The
Mini-Stock and Street Stock divi-
sions division will pay $500 to win
and $50 to start with $100 pole
awards while the U-CAR division
will pay $300 to win and $50 to start
with a $50 pole award. The Leg-
ends division will also pay $300 to
win and $35 to start with a $50 pole
award.

On top of the tire prices and the
purses, Watson has set pit admis-
sion prices at $25 for drivers and
team members, meaning entry
costs and tire costs will be lower
than any other track in the region.

The 2016 season will open on
Saturday, April 2nd with 75 laps of
racing for the Late Models, 50 laps
for Street Stocks, 40 laps for Mini-
Stocks, 25 laps for U-CARs, 25
laps for Legends, 10 laps for Ban-
doleros and USAC Midget Racing
action.

Season tickets are on sale now
with grandstand season tickets
available for $125 and season pit
passes available for $175.  For in-
formation on purchasing season
tickets, email info@carteretspeed-
way.com.

Rules for all divisions will be re-
leased in the upcoming days.

Carteret County Speedway,
which opened in September 2015,
is located at 501 Whitehouse Fork
Road just off Highway 58 near
Peletier, North Carolina – just a
couple miles away from Emerald
Isle, North Carolina. Along with the
racetrack, Carteret County Speed-
way also have live entertainment
every weekend at the Moonshiner'z
Café.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website at
www.carteretspeedway.com, “like”
Carteret County Speedway on
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
carteretcoswy) or follow @carteret
coswy on Twitter (www.twitter.com
/carteretcoswy).

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - Teams

will shake off the winter weather
and head back to South Boston
Speedway as the season unoffi-
cially cranks up with the traditional
open day of practice on Saturday,
March 5.

The season officially begins at

South Boston a week later, Satur-
day, March 12 with the Danville
Toyota NASCAR Whelen Late
Model Twin 100ʼs program with rac-
ing action in five classes. 

The open practice, which is
open to the public at no charge, is
one of the biggest days of the year
for teams in every division, even
though there will be no checkered
flags waved or trophies handed
out.

“This test is really important due
to another long winter where the
track gains a little more character.
It gives us a chance to fine tune the
cars with other cars out there put-
ting down rubber,” said Peyton Sell-
ers, former NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series national cham-
pion and former South Boston
champ. “It also helps fine tune the
driversʼ reflexes from the off sea-
son.”

Bobby McCarty won a Late
Model race last season and fin-
ished fifth in the 2015 points stand-
ings, but despite all those laps and
all that success heʼll get as much
track time as possible on March 5.

“Mainly itʼs just getting used to
being back in the car again after
the offseason and seeing where
you stack up against the rest of the
competition,” said McCarty. “Thatʼs
going to be especially big with all
the rule changes this year.”

There were several rule
changes during the offseason, all
aimed at cutting costs, making the
racing better and in turn giving fans
more bang for their ticket buck.

A new two-tire rule in the Late
Model division should make the
racing more competitive while sav-
ing the teams money. Speaking of
money, a purse increase for 2016
guarantees Late Model teams at
least $500 for each night of racing.

It was the new tire rule, which al-
lows teams to purchase only two
new tires a week, which convinced
Danny Willis Jr. the time was right
for him to move up from the Limited
Division. He had won three out of
the past five Limited champi-
onships.

The move to Late Models makes
the March 5 practice session even
more important to Willis.

“Itʼs important because it gives
us a chance to knock the rust off
and work out any bugs we may
have on the car,” said Willis, who
has a brand new Late Model that
he spent a good part of the winter
working on.

Registration and pit gate opens
at 9 a.m. on March 5. Practice will
occur from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. with
a one-hour break for lunch from
noon until 1 p.m.

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k


