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HHee ʼ̓ss  BBaacckk!!

Harvickʼs Record Season
Carries Him to Homestead



Nothing stirs the
ire of NASCAR more
than being compared
to professional
wrestling. But in the
case of Joey Logano,
that assessment is
certainly true. 

Now donʼt think
this is an attempt to
say the sport is fixed.
Passes arenʼt choreo-
graphed, drivers donʼt
work with a script. But
one thing that
is the back-

drop to both businesses is
the need of good guys
against the bad guys. 

In wrestling, bad guys
are called “heels.” In
NASCAR, heʼs called
Logano. 

The driver of Roger
Penskeʼs No. 22 Ford has
had run-ins with Kevin Harvick,
Tony Stewart and the entire Joe
Gibbs Racing organization. And
who could ever forget his fiery con-
frontations with Matt Kenseth? 

But in the past two weeks,
Logano has managed to land on
the hitlists of Martin Truex Jr. and
Aric Almirola. 

Wrestling doesnʼt have as many
storylines. 

The reason Logano is racingʼs
newest heel is racing needs a heel.
Dale Earnhardt once played the
role. So did Darrell Waltrip, Kyle
Busch, Rusty Wallace, Kurt Busch
and Brad Keselowski. 

Now itʼs Loganoʼs turn. Eventu-
ally the garage area and grand-
stands will turn on someone new.
Until then, Logano will be blamed
for everything. 

Logano used his front bumper in
a hit-and-run pass of Truex in the
final turn at Martinsville. Itʼs a move
done dozens of times in the past –
and probably 50 other times deeper
in the field that same race. 

The fans booed. Truex fumed.
And Logano, playing the heel role
perfectly, hugged his new grandfa-
ther clock. 

“That bump-and-run move, al-
though that was probably the most
popular one of the whole race be-
cause it was for the win on the last
lap, probably happened 10 or 15
times before that and it didnʼt get
covered,” Logano said. “It is a clas-
sic move in NASCAR that happens
a lot, every time we go there,
whether it is on lap 20 or lap 499.” 

Last Sunday Almirola got upset
because Logano was too aggres-

sive following a re-start. What
upset Almirola even more was the
fact Logano already had the Mar-
tinsville victory, so didnʼt need to
race hard against another driver
trying to earn a spot in the Champi-
onship 4. 

“The 22 [Logano] just went down
in turn three and put it right on my
door and about wrecked us both. I
am not sure,” Almirola said. “I will
have to talk to him. He just contin-
ues to make things harder on him-
self. If that is the way he wants to

race me when he is al-
ready locked into Home-
stead and we are out here
fighting for our lives, that is
fine. When Homestead
comes around if I am not
in, he will know it.” 

Just like Truex
vowed a week earlier,
Almirola promised to go
out of his way to keep

Logano from winning the champi-
onship. 

“I will just make it really difficult
on him. He made it really difficult on
me today which was really unnec-
essary,” he said. “He could have
run fourth, fifth, 11th, it doesn't mat-
ter. He is still going to go to Home-
stead and race for a championship,
it is just not smart.” 

Logano response: “Thatʼs just
racing.” 

What Almirola wanted was for
Logano to ease up to help him earn
more points toward the Champi-
onship 4. What Almirola wanted
was for racing to be just like
wrestling. 

Waltrip once challenged booing
fans to a fight at a Kmart parking
lot. Earnhardt once crashed Terry
Labonte on the final lap at Bristol,
and he reacted by saying he just
wanted to “rattle his cage.”

Love him or loathe him, Earn-
hardt didnʼt care. 

“I donʼt care if they boo me or
cheer me, as long as theyʼre mak-
ing some noise,” he once said. 

Like most other racing and
wrestling bad boys, Earnhardt
eventually came out of the dark
side to be revered as fan-favorites.
Logano isnʼt worried about his
place, now and in the future, in the
sport. 

He gets paid to race hard – and
win – even if it wrinkles a few fend-
ers and ruffles a few feathers. 

“I am not trying to compare my-
self to Dale Earnhardt,” Logano
said. “I know I will never be who
Dale Earnhardt is. I want to be the
best Joey Logano I can be, not the

best Earnhardt or [Jeff] Gordon. I
want to be the best myself.”

No matter how bad he has to be
to get there.
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Joey Logano: Hitman

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2 World of Outlaws 10-12
Monster Energy Cup 3 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 13
NASCAR XFINITY 4 OnTrack 14-17
NCWTS 5 ShorTrack 18-19
NASCAR Touring 6
CARS Tour 7-8
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Joey Logano waits for qualifying to start at Texas Motor Speed-
way. (NIGEL KINRADE photo)



FORT WORTH,
TX – This time, there
was no late-race glitch
to interrupt Kevin Har-
vickʼs domination of a
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
race.

Streaking away
from pole winner Ryan Blaney dur-
ing an overtime restart on Lap 336,
Harvick won Sundayʼs AAA Texas
500 at Texas Motor Speedway with
the utmost of authority, sweeping
the stages and leading a race-high
177 laps on the way to his series-
best eighth victory of the season
and a guaranteed spot in the Nov.
18 Championship 4 race at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway.

The victory was Harvickʼs first
since Michigan in August, and it
broke a streak of bad luck during
which the driver of the No. 4 Stew-
art-Haas Racing Ford led laps but
failed to find Victory Lane, thanks
to mechanical issues or pit road
mistakes.

“We've been working day after
day to make speed,” said Harvick,
who won for the second time at
Texas and the 45th time in his ca-
reer, 17th most all-time. “This place
has been really good to me. We fi-
nally knocked that barrier down

(with a win in last yearʼs Playoff
race at TMS).

“The expectations are to win.
Like I told you guys before the race,
we don't race for points. We race
for wins. We don't count our fingers
and our toes trying to figure out
how to make it in (to the Champi-
onship 4 race). Today we earned
our way in, and we're going to race
again next week (at Phoenix) and
try to win another race and then
see what we can do at Home-
stead.”

Harvick joins Martinsville winner
Joey Logano, last Sundayʼs Mar-
tinsville winner in the title race.
Logano ran third at Texas after
leading 54 laps, second only to
Harvick.

The only stress for Harvick was
lane choice for the overtime. On
the previous restart on Lap 311 of
a scheduled 334, following caution
for Matt DiBenedettoʼs hard crash
into the inside wall on the back-
stretch, Harvick picked the inside
lane, and Blaney cleared him off
Turn 2.

It took Harvick seven laps of
chasing to regain the lead, but in
the two-lap overtime, he didnʼt have
the luxury of time to mount a pur-
suit. So Harvick picked the top lane
for the first time and roared around

Blaney in Turn 1.
Then Harvick was off into the

Texas sunset.
“That last restart I knew I needed

to pick the top,” Harvick said. “I
wanted to be on the bottom to be
safe, because the top got such a
good side-draft getting into Turn 1
and the outside groove got rub-
bered up. I thought if I could keep
him from finishing the corner, I
could drive back by him. It all
worked out.”

Blaney got a shove from fifth-
place finisher Kyle Larson on the
final restart, but it wasnʼt enough.

“The 42 (Larson) gave me a
heck of a push, but I didn't quite get
far enough ahead of the 4 into
(Turn) 1,” Blaney said. “We went in

side�by�side. If I sailed off in there
as fast as he did, I would have got
loose, wrecked us both.

“You kind of knew you were beat
getting into 1 when you're there,
because you know the guy on the
outside is going to pin you. I figured
when he took the top, it was going
to take a really good push and po-
sition into 1 to have a prayer at
it. Just didn't happen.”

Harvick was the only one of so-
called Big Three to avoid trouble on
Sunday.

Kyle Busch drew an early
speeding penalty entering pit road
and later had to make an unsched-
uled pit stop because of a loose
wheel. He finished 17th, the last
driver on the lead lap.

Martin Truex Jr. came to pit road
early on Lap 247 to correct a loose
left front wheel and in the process
drove through too many pit boxes
entering his stall. 

Two laps down after a pass-
through penalty, Truex rallied to fin-
ish ninth.

Nevertheless, with the Round of
8 elimination race at Phoenix loom-
ing, Busch holds a 28-point edge
over his brother Kurt Busch, who is
fifth in the Playoff standings after
running seventh on Sunday. Truex
is 25 points ahead of Kurt Busch,
who likely will need a victory at
Phoenix to advance to the Champi-
onship 4.

The same is true for sixth-place
Texas finisher Chase Elliott (39
points below the cut line). Aric
Almirola (eighth Sunday) and Clint
Bowyer (26th, after contact with
Denny Hamlinʼs Toyota on Lap 1)
are both in must-win situations.

Erik jones ran fourth for the third
time in the last five races.
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Kevin Harvick

Advances to Playoff
Finale with

Authoritative Texas Win

Glad to be solidly in the final 4 going to Homestead, race winner
Kevin Harvick gives is crew chief Rodney Childers a hug in Texas
Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane. (JARED TILTON/GETTY IMAGES
photo)

No burnouts for Kevin Harvick after winning the AAA Texas 500. This car was so good that it is going
to Homestead for the finale. (RUSSELL LABOUNTY/NKP photo)



FORT WORTH,
TX - In a race that pro-
duced a last-lap pass
for the win, a record
13 cautions and an
unmitigated disaster
for favorite son
Christopher Bell, Cole
Custer moved past

Tyler Reddick on the backstretch to
win Saturdayʼs OʼReilly Auto Parts
300 at Texas Motor Speedway.

Custerʼs first victory of the sea-
son gave the driver of the No. 00
Stewart-Haas Racing Ford an au-
tomatic berth in the Nov. 17
NASCAR Xfinity Series Champi-
onship 4 race at Homestead-Miami
Speedway, where Custer domi-
nated last year in winning for the
first time in the series.

Reddick led the field to green
with two laps left, after the
13th caution, and held the top spot
until Custer mounted a strong run
off Turn 2 on Lap 200. The cars

made side-to-side contact on the
backstretch before Reddick surren-
dered the position, and Custer held
on to win by .162 seconds, the third
closest finish in an Xfinity Series
race at Texas.

With his first victory of the sea-
son and the second of his career,
Custer is the first of the Round of 8
drivers to clinch a chance at the
championship in the season finale. 

"I can't believe it," Custer said. "I
did all I could and drove in deeper
than I had all weekend into Turn 1
(on the final lap) trying to get on
(Reddick's) bumper, and it worked
out.

"We're going to Homestead, and
I think we have a great chance to
win it. It's just awesome. We
haven't won this year, but we've
been so close. It's been frustrating,
but we've kept going. Thereʼs no
better time to do it."

Bellʼs stunning run of ill fortune
continued at Texas. Two weeks ago

at Kansas Speedway, in the first
race in the Round of 8, Justin All-
gaier wiped him out in Turn 2 of the
first lap. On Saturday, after winning
the pole, Bell spun out of control—
again in Turn 2 of the first lap.

Though Bell recovered to finish
fourth in Stage 1 and fifth in Stage
2, his recovery was short-lived. The
coup de grace came on Lap 133
when eventual third-place finisher
Austin Cindric pushed up the track
slightly, clipped the back-left quar-
ter of Bellʼs No. 20 Toyota and sent
it sliding into the outside wall.

Resulting suspension damage
knocked Bell out of the race in
32nd place at the speedway clos-
est to his Norman, Oklahoma,
home.

“It caught me off guard,” Bell
said of the Lap 1 spin. “You saw the
same thing from the No. 7 (Allgaier)
at Kansas. I didnʼt feel like I was up
to speed at all. The next thing I
knew, I spun out.

“I donʼt know, it has to be the tire
combination. Itʼs tricky. There was-
nʼt much room for error.”

With the Playoff field to be cut
from eight drivers to four next Sat-
urday at Phoenix, Bell Faces a 34-
point deficit to Daniel Hemric
(10th Saturday), who holds fourth
place in the standings. A six-time
winner as a Sunoco rookie this

season, Bell, for practical pur-
poses, must win again.

“This format, itʼs very tough and
it creates a lot of drama,” Bell said.
“Iʼve always been proud of myself
for winning races, and Iʼve won six
races this year, and Iʼve got a
chance to win two more.
“Iʼm going to go out there and try to
win races. Iʼve never been a points
racer, and my results show for that.
Iʼm either up front or crashing. Iʼm
going to go out and try to win two
more races.”

In a race in which fortunes
changed radically with differing pit
strategies, Hemric won the first
stage. But his luck soon took a turn
for the worse. Hemric fell back after
a Lap 194 restart and was knocked
sideways when Richard Childress
Racing teammate Shane Lee lost
control underneath Hemricʼs
Chevrolet in Turn 3. 

Aside from Custer, no one in the
top eight has much breathing room
heading to Phoenix. Reddick has a
20-point edge over fifth-place All-
gaier, who came home fifth on Sat-
urday. Veteran Elliott Sadler, who
ran eighth, is 13 points ahead of
Allgaier, his JR Motorsports team-
mate. Hemric has a 12-point cush-
ion.

But even huge leads can evapo-
rate in a single corner, as Bell has

discovered in the
last two races.
Last in the Playoff

standings and 61
points out of fourth,
Cindric must win at
ISM Raceway at
Phoenix to ad-
vance. 
Thatʼs nothing

new for the driver of
the No. 22 Team
Penske Ford, who
finished .316 sec-
onds behind
Custer.
“Iʼve been in a

must-win position
since Kansas,” Cin-
dric said. “For me,
that hasnʼt
changed.”
NOTES: Kansas

winner John Hunter
Nemechek finished
fourth… The 13
cautions broke the
previous mark of 10
set in 2003… The
closest Xfinity Se-
ries finish at Texas
came in 2007 when
Matt Kenseth beat
Denny Hamlin to
the finish line by
.128 seconds.
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s Cole Custer Locks Up
Championship Berth
with Last-Lap Pass

at Texas

Cole Custer exits his winning #00 XFINITY racer for his post-race interview at Texas Motor Speedway. This was
Custerʼs first win of the season and guaranteed him a place in the finals at Homestead. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOG-
RAPHY photo)



FORT WORTH,
TX - Todd Gillilandʼs
heartbreak was
serendipity for Justin
Haley, who staked out
his place in the
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
Championship 4 race

with a stunning victory Friday night
at Texas Motor Speedway.

Gilliland was half a lap away
from collecting his first series win in
the Jag Metals 350 when his No. 4
Toyota sputtered on the back-
stretch and ran out of fuel. Haley,
who was 1.3 seconds back on the
white-flag lap, surged past Gilliland
and crossed the finish line 8.133
seconds ahead of runner-up Ben
Rhodes.

With his third victory of the sea-
son and his second in the Playoffs,
Haley joined GMS Racing team-
mate Johnny Sauter for a chance
to win the series title in the Nov. 16
season finale at Homestead-Miami
Speedway. That leaves two spots
available to the remaining six com-
petitors.

“That was amazing,” the 19-
year-old Haley said in Victory Lane.
“I thought we had it lost there. I did-
nʼt quite maximize my pit road (on
the final green-flag stop)… This is
a once-in-a lifetime opportunity. To
get two Chevrolets—me and
Johnny—back to back to Miami,
thatʼs what we want.

“Weʼve got a 50-percent chance
of winning it.”

Gilliland took on one can of fuel
when he came to pit road on Lap
115 of 147, and his team calcu-
lated—erroneously, as it turned
out—that he had enough gas to go
to Lap 150. Haley stopped under
green seven laps later and was five
seconds behind Gilliland when the
pit sequence cycled out.

Haley gradually gained ground
over the final 25 laps but would
have run out of time had Gilliland
not run out of fuel.

“I didnʼt know we were close on
fuel at all,” said Gilliland, who hit
the wall in qualifying and had to
start from the rear of the field after
his team made unapproved adjust-
ments to the truck. “Itʼs horrible. Iʼm
incredibly disappointed. I still feel
like we could have been faster if I

hadnʼt wrecked during quali-
fying.

“So many things… we win
and lose as a team. But Iʼm
super proud to be in that po-
sition, to be fighting for wins
every now and then. I feel
like weʼre on the verge of
being a competitor week-in
and week-out. I think weʼre
getting there every week,
and thatʼs what Iʼm really
proud of, but at the same
time, it really hurts.”

Gilliland rolled across the
stripe in fourth place behind
playoff driver Brett Moffitt,
who holds third in the Playoff
standings behind Sauter
(last weekʼs winner at Mar-
tinsville) and Haley.

After a change in gear
rules, Moffitt was running the
crate NT-1 engine for the first
time, in lieu of a Mark Cron-
quist-built Toyota engine.

“Itʼs different,” Moffitt said.
“I wouldnʼt say good, bad or
either, but itʼs certainly differ-
ent… 

“We lost a lot of track po-
sition, and it doesnʼt matter
what you have under the
hood here at Texas, youʼre
not going to make up that
many spots.

“We just have to execute
a better race and move for-
ward. It certainly helps to run
good, but when youʼre in the
Playoffs like this, you have to
get back to Victory Lane.”

Noah Gragson, who fin-
ished 10th, is the fourth in
the Playoff standings, 18
points ahead of Grant Enfin-
ger, who ran out of fuel on
the final lap and finished
12th, and 23 ahead of two-
time series champion Matt
Crafton, who ran ninth.

Austin Hill scored a ca-
reer-best fifth-place finish in
his 49th NCWTS start.
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Justin Haley
Punches Homestead
Ticket with Dramatic

Victory at Texas

Justin Haley celebrates in
Texas Motor Speedwayʼs
victory lane after winning
the Jag Metals 350 and
making it into the final
field going to Homestead.
(NIGEL KINRADE PHO-
TOGRAPHY photo)



ROSEVILLE, CA -
Hailie Deeganʼs rookie
season in the
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series West could
best be summed up as
“mission accom-
plished.”

Deegan just
wrapped up her first
season driving the Bill
McAnally Racing No.
19 Mobil 1/NAPA

Power Premium Plus Toyota
Camry in the West division of
NASCARʼs top developmental se-
ries.

The 17-year-old from Temecula,
California had a history-making
season – becoming the first female
driver to win a NASCAR K&N Pro
Series race and first woman to win
a pole award in the series. She also
became the first woman to win the
Sunoco Rookie of the Year Award
in the NASCAR K&N Pro Series.

“This year has pretty much been
a dream season for me,” said Dee-
gan, a member of the NASCAR
Next program, which spotlights
NASCARʼs rising stars. “Everything
that I wanted to accomplish, we ac-
complished.

“Itʼs been a really good learning
year for me,” she said. “Everyone
surrounding me, weʼve had tons of
positive people and tons of positive

results. This year was definitely a
successful year.”

Deegan capped her season off
by clinching the rookie title in the
final race of the year at Kern
County Raceway Park on Satur-
day.

“We ended up winning the
Rookie of the Year, which is pretty
cool,” she said. “It was kind of like
my last goal for the year.”

In addition to taking the rookie
award, Deegan finished fifth in the
overall championship standings.
She had one win, two poles, five
top-five finishes, and 12 top-10 fin-
ishes in 14 races.

“Itʼs been exciting to watch
Hailieʼs development in the
NASCAR K&N Series this year,”
said team owner Bill McAnally.
“She made a big step in graduating
to this series, but she demon-
strated that she was ready for it. Itʼs
been great to see her succeed.”

Deegan started off the season
with top-10 finishes in the first three
races. She stepped things up in the
next two races, with back-to-back
top-five finishes at Southern Cali-
forniaʼs Orange Show Speedway
and Colorado National Speedway,
just north of Denver.

She led the contingent of BMR
drivers with a seventh-place finish
on the road course at Californiaʼs
Sonoma Raceway and then scored

her first podium finish, coming
home in the runner-up spot at Dou-
glas County Speedway..

Deeganʼs only subpar finishes of
the season were the result of con-
tact in the two NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East-West combination
races – at Iowa Speedway and at
Gateway Motorsports Park. Sand-
wiched between the two combo
events, she had a seventh-place
finish at Evergreen Speedway in
Monroe, Washington. She captured
the spotlight as the K&N West
raced at the Dirt Track at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway, where she
won the pole award and finished
second.

Deegan grabbed even bigger
headlines at the next event at
Idahoʼs Meridian Speedway, using
a bump-and-run move on the last
lap to win the race. She followed
that up with a seventh-place finish

at All American Speedway in Ro-
seville, California.

Deegan garnered her second
pole award in the season finale at
KCRP near Bakersfield, California
and went on to finish sixth, after
contact from another car in the final
laps.

In addition to racing the full
schedule of 14 K&N West events
this year, Deegan also competed in
four races in the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East – racing at New
Smyrna, Bristol, Memphis, and
New Hampshire.

Deegan, the daughter of leg-
endary X-Games athlete Brian
Deegan, won multiple champi-
onships in off-road racing – where
she began her racing career at the
age of 8. She transitioned to stock
cars, racing in late models before
making her debut this year in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series.
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History-Making Season with

Sunoco Rookie Honors

Hailie Deegan wrapped up her 2018 season with the NASCAR K&N
Pro Series West Sunoco Rookie of the Year Award. (Meg
Oliphant/NASCAR via Getty Images photo)



S O U T H
BOSTON, VA - Satur-
day's AutosByNel-
son.com 250 had
something for every-
one when the CARS
Response Energy
Tour ran their season
finale at the Virginia
racetrack. Corey Heim
and Craig Moore both

visited Edelbrock Victory Lane, the
first win for both competitors on the
tour, while Jared Fryar and Bobby
McCarty both claimed their first se-
ries titles in nailbiting fashion at the
end of the afternoon.

SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:
Tate Fogleman led the field to
green in the final super late model
contest of the season after claiming
the Mahle Pistons Pole Award ear-
lier in the afternoon. The Durham,
North Carolina, driver led the open-
ing 18 circuits until Anthony Cataldi
took the lead for a handful of cir-
cuits on lap 18.

An accident involving Dean
Ward and Ryan Matthews slowed
the field on lap 21, forcing a restart
where Fogleman motored back
around Cataldi to lead the field for
the next 52 laps. As the race wore
on, Corey Heim and Cataldi began
to reel in Fogleman while the entire
trio distanced themselves from the
field. Heim took advantage of a slip
by Fogleman in turn one to drive
underneath the No. 8 Ford and set
the pace for the first time of his af-
ternoon.

With 22 laps to go, champi-
onship leader Jared Fryar had trou-
ble in turn one, showering sparks
behind his No. 14 car as it pounded
the retaining wall due to a cut tire.
Fryar's closest championship rival,
Heim, was in position to capitalize
when the incident occurred, leading
the field to the restart.

Anthony Cataldi had been pres-
suring Heim for the race lead prior
to the Fryar incident and continued
to do so once the field raced back
into the first turn after the green
flag. Cataldi raced side-by-side with
Heim for numerous laps and nosed
ahead on lap 120 after nudging the
No. 78 aside. Heim returned the
favor a lap later and recaptured the
top spot before pulling away by
three car lengths.

Heim fended off the last-lap at-
tempts by Cataldi to steal the win

and captured his first career CARS
Response Energy Tour victory, also
the first for his Fab Specialties
team. Cataldi, Brandon Lynn,
Fogleman and Nolan Pope
rounded out the top five finishers.

"Hats off to Anthony for racing
me hard without wrecking me, we
ran 1-2 almost the entire race, so I
really appreciate him racing me
clean," Heim said as soon as he
exited the car in Edelbrock Victory
Lane. "All I have to say is what an
awesome job by my team to give
me a great car. I burned off my right
rear a little bit in the middle of the
race but we're in victory lane so
that's all that really matters right
now.

"Going into this year, I didn't ex-
pect to be a champion or even fin-
ish top three in the points," he
continued when asked about a run-
ner-up finish in the series points.
"To finish second, it's just an honor
for me to finish second in any
points series in my first year in
super late models."

Despite his late-race troubles,
Jared Fryar was able to retain his
point lead over Heim and claimed
his first series championship. A
long-time supporter of the tour
since its inception in both classes,
Fryar was in tears following the
race.

"It means a lot and it was tough
all throughout the year, I'm just kind
of speechless right now," Fryar
mustered while wiping tears from
his eyes. "I'm very thankful to be in
this position and race for a champi-
onship and most importantly to do it
with my dad and my family. It
means a lot to us because my fam-
ily has been racing for a long time.
To win my first championship
means a lot and I can't thank every-
one who helps out out at the race-
track and the shop, it means a lot. 

"We wanted to run all the races,
finish all the races, and try to win all
the races," he continued in re-
sponse to a question about how
real the goal of winning a title was
at the beginning of the season.
"When you have good finishes like
that, that's what happens. It just
feels good. There's a lot of hard
work that goes into it and a lot of
dedication, man, I'm just speech-
less."

LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:
Layne Riggs came into South

Boston hoping to avenge last
year's misfortune when a part fail-
ure ended his race prematurely and
started the afternoon in successful
pursuit of that goal by claiming the
Hedgecock Racing Pole Position.
On the drop of the green flag, how-
ever, the No. 99 Ford failed to ac-
celerate and headed to the pits with
another drivetrain failure, reminis-
cent of his race a year prior. 

Championship leader Bobby
McCarty took full advantage of
Riggs' situation and rocketed to the
lead in turn one, attempting to win
his first race since the June event
at Carteret County.

Two major incidents eliminated
drivers early including a three-car
melee on lap 4 and a four-car
mashup on lap 24, the first of which
required a red flag for cleanup. 

On the lap 24 restart, Craig
Moore bypassed McCarty for the
race lead and took charge of the
event for 12 laps until McCarty mo-
tored his way back around the No.
1 car for another 29 laps.

McCarty's luck began to sour on
lap 65 when, while leading, his car
shot up the track in turn one and
dramatically slowed with a flat right
front tire, the result of a broken
wheel on his AutosByNelson.com
Toyota. McCarty was able to keep
the car out of the wall to avoid fur-
ther damage but was assessed a
one-lap penalty by officials for in-
tentionally stopping to bring out a
caution.

To wrestle the title away from
McCarty, Lee Pulliam needed
some help in the form of bad luck
from his rival and on the restart, he
quickly made his way forward into
the top three in pursuit of the race
win. McCarty, however, had fortune
on his side as a lap 67 caution for
Colin Garrett permitted him to re-
ceive the free pass and earn his

way back to the lead lap. 
Timothy Peters stole the lead

away from his Nelson Motorsports
teammate Brandon Pierce on the
lap 68 restart and led the next five
circuits until Mini Tyrrell and Ronald
Hill tangled in turn four, ending the
day for both competitors and draw-
ing the second red flag of the day
for water barrel cleanup after Tyrrell
smashed into them at the turn four
pit entrance.

Coming to the restart, Timothy
Peters suddenly darted down the
track and accidentally made con-
tact with his teammate Pierce after
Peters realized he had a flat left
rear tire. Though the damage to
Pierce's car seemed minor, Craig
Moore was able to drive around the
No. 2P on the restart to take the
lead for the second time on lap 73.

Moore, Deac McCaskill and Lee
Pulliam began to pull away from
the field in the final 50 laps to settle
the race amongst themselves, but
Moore began to prove himself as
the better of the three. Moore was
out to substantial lead when Char-
lie Watson and Mason Diaz
wrecked in turn three, causing the
final restart of the afternoon with
only nine laps to go.

After choosing the outside lane
on the restart, Moore quickly exe-
cuted his way through the gearbox
and into the lead once again on the
exit of turn two. McCaskill hounded
the No. 1 for nine laps, tapping the
back bumper lightly multiple times
but never moving Moore out of the
way, allowing the new father a
chance to win one for his newborn
son whow as home watching on TV
with his mother. McCaskill, Pulliam,
Josh Berry and Brandon Pierce
rounded out the top five.

"First off, I want to thank God be-
cause I prayed, and prayed, and 

(Continued Next Page)
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New Winners and
New Champions

CARS Tour Champions Jared Fryar (left) and Bobby McCarty
(right) celebrate at South Boston Speedway after the season finale
for both the Super Late Models and the Late Model Stocks. (CARS
Tour photo)



CHARLOTTE, NC
- The longest season
in grassroots, short
track racing will come
to a close on Saturday
afternoon, November
10, when the Pro All
Stars Series (PASS)
National Champi-
onship Super Late
Models take the green

flag at Hickory Motor Speed-
way.  The 13th Annual Mason-
Dixon MegaMeltdown 200 will cap
off another exciting season that
began in Dillon, SC way back in
February.  And, it will all be cap-
tured in front of the MAVTV cam-
eras. Last year, race fans across
the country were able to see the ul-
timate North versus South shootout
when North Carolina's Brandon
Setzer and Maine's Garrett Hall
tangled coming to the checkered
flag.

This year, all eyes will be fo-
cused on the battle for asphalt
Super Late Model racing's only na-
tional championship.  After wins by
Derek Griffith at Dillon and Thomp-
son, CT to start the PASS National
Championship season, Connecti-
cut's Ray Christian, III has chipped
away at the lead and now trails
Griffith by a single point as he
heads to Hickory for the first time
ever.

"We're going in to Hickory with
the same mindset that we have at
every other racetrack...learn as
much as we can and bring the car
home in one piece," says Christian,
driver of the Crazy Horse Racing
#93.

"This whole national champi-
onship run was a completely unex-
pected scenario for us, considering
this is my first year in a Super Late
Model.  But, I think we have shown
these guys that we can race with

them a little bit this year."
Not to be forgotten though will

also be Turner, ME's, Ben
Rowe.  The 5-Time and defending
PASS National Champion sits third
in the standings, just 10 points be-
hind Griffith.  And, of Rowe's 10 ca-
reer wins down south, three have
come at Hickory.  Those stats are
not lost on Christian.

"I've never been to Hickory, but
I've watched races from down there
and guys like Ben Rowe have a
million laps there," says Chris-
tian. "I can't wait to get down there
because it looks like a blast and
definitely the kind of place I can re-
ally get in to.  I just hope that no
matter how the national points turn
out that, at the end of the day at
Hickory, I hope we earn those guys
respect."   

And, if the PASS National
Championship fight is not enough,
fans will be treated to Matt Craig
versus Kodie Conner as Craig
goes for his third straight PASS
South Super Late Model title, plus
MASS Street Stocks and Legends. 

Action gets under way on Fri-
day with rotating practice for the
PASS Super Late Models, MASS
Street Stocks, and Legends from 2-

5 PM. On Saturday, pit gates open
at 7:30 AM, with practice starting at
9:30 AM, qualifying at 11:45 AM,
and main events at 1:30 PM.

PASS Super Late Model entry
forms and the complete weekend
schedule for the Mason-Dixon
MegaMeltdown 200 can be found
at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the leg-
endary Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway, PASS Southʼs Easter
Bunny 150 at the historic Hickory
Motor Speedway, and the PASS
Commonwealth Classic at Rich-
mond Raceway.

For technical information con-
cerning all PASS divisions please
send questions to passracing@road-
runner.com.

For media or marketing ques-
tions, please contact Alan Dietz at
7 0 4 - 2 3 1 - 2 0 3 9
or alandietzpass@live.com.  And,
donʼt forget to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter @PASSSLM14 to
keep up with breaking news as it
happens.

Continued…

prayed. I'm dedicating
this win to my main
man, Dusty. We lost
his dad last week and
this one is for him, he
was riding with us,"
Moore said in Edel-
brock Victory Lane.
"We hated that caution
came out because we
felt like we had the
race won. The car was
good on the high side,
but we got tight with
probably 20 or 30 to
go. With these tires,
and on this racetrack,

you're able to maintain on the out-
side and it doesn't bother me a bit
to run up there. This is great, man,
we've been fighting and trying so
hard.

"I'm going to tell you, you're rac-
ing with the best of the best here.
Peyton Sellers and Philip Morris
were the only two guys we were
missing," Moore explained as he
continued. "A couple of guys had
some bad luck, and I really hate
that, but I still feel like we had a re-
ally good car. My car was just too
tight on the bottom, so the top re-
ally suited me better and on a cou-
ple of those restarts we really got
pinched on the bottom. It just
wouldn't get going and after about

five laps it was good. I just have to
thank so many people, and my wife
is at home with my newborn baby.
I'm mad she didn't come because I
wanted her to be here and I really
felt like we had a good shot at this,
but I'm thinking about her first and
foremost." 

Bobby McCarty finished an un-
characteristic ninth in the final run-
down, but it was enough to
guarantee himself the champi-
onship over Lee Pulliam. It was Mc-
Carty's first championship in late
model stock competition and the
first tour title for team owner Barry
Nelson who fields cars for three
drivers in the CARS Tour. 

"'Oh, no!,' is exactly what went
through my mind," McCarty ex-
plained after the race. "I was more
worried that a suspension part
broke. Once I found out it was a
tire, I felt like we were going to be
ok. We fired off really good on the
new right front, but it wouldn't hold.
The new right front and the old right
rear just weren't working together. I
couldn't move around enough to
make passes and get back through
the field. We just had to dodge
wrecks after that and hold on. 

"I'm so thankful to everyone
who's a part of this, I can't thank
them enough, I really can't," he
continued. "This is definitely at the
top. I haven't won a championship
in late model stocks, I've won one

in limiteds, but to win it in late
model stocks and a tour like this
one, it means the world to me."

The CARS Response Energy
Tour kicks off their 2019 season at
Southern National Motorsports
Park on March 9. The dual-division
show will be the first twin big-
money event in tour history, paying
$10,000 to win the feature events
in both late model stock and super
late model competition. 

For more information on the
CARS Tour, visit their website at
www.carsracingtour.com. Fresh
content can also be found on the
series Facebook page (@carstour),
Twitter (@carstour), Instagram
(@cars_tour), Snapchat (@cars-
tour) and Youtube channel (/cars-
tour). The series Roku app is
available to see live and on-de-
mand events by following instruc-
tions available at www.carstour.tv.
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New Englanders Ready
For Chance To Win PASS
National Championship at

Hickory
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- In fitting fashion,
Donny Schatz came
from 10th at The Dirt
Track at Charlotte to
win the final night of
the World Finals pre-
sented by Can-Am.
Schatz wrapped up
his 10th World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series Champi-
onship on Thursday.

Logan Schuchart, who exchanged
slide jobs with Schatz coming to
the White Flag, settled for second
with ninth-starting Brad Sweet
completing the podium.

Spencer Bayston, in search of
his first career World of Outlaws
win, won the Sears Craftsman
Dash, earning the pole for the 30-
lap Feature alongside Carson
Macedo, who won the second
Dash.

It was Macedo, who will join the
Outlaws full-time with Kyle Larson
Racing in 2019, getting the jump on
the initial start to lead the opening
circuit. Bayston remained in tow as
fifth-starting Logan Schuchart
darted to third on the second lap.

Schuchart, who came from 20th
to complete the podium Saturday
afternoon, took second from
Bayston on Lap 8 and set his eyes
on Macedo.

Schuchart went for the lead on
Lap 9 with a big slide job in turn
four, but Macedo powered around
the Shark Racing No.1S.
Schuchart took the lead on Lap 11
with a slide job in turn two but once
again Macedo was ready with a
slide job of his own out of turn four
to lead the lap.

Jason Sides brought out the first
caution of the event on Lap 14.
Schatz, who started 10th, went
from sixth to fourth on the restart
before Sheldon Haudenschild
slowed on the following lap.

On that restart Schatz maneu-
vered by Bayston and Schuchart
for the runner-up position and
began closing in on Macedo.

Macedo set a strong pace and
looked poised out front in his sec-
ond night racing for KLR but it was
not meant to be as a flat right rear
tire sent the Lemoore, CA native
into the wall with 23 laps complete.

Schatz inherited the lead, but his
job was far from done as a deter-
mined Schuchart stayed right with
the Champion on the restart. As

Schuchart closed in on Schatz, the
sellout crowd roared in anticipation
of an upset victory.

With two laps remaining,
Schuchart pulled the big slide job
through turn one and two but
Schatz returned the favor on the
other end to remain in command
coming to the White Flag.

A last-ditch effort from Schuchart
came up just short as Schatz went
on to win his 22nd Feature of the
season.

When asked about the pace set
by young guns Macedo and
Schuchart, Schatz said, “The
sportʼs pretty damn bright. Even the
old guys can still get it done.”

“Hats off to my guys, they have
worked their butts off all season.
Iʼm the hardest guy in the pits to
work for because if itʼs not perfect,
Iʼm not happy,” Schatz said with a
smile next to his Tony
Stewart/Curb-Agajanian Racing
No.15. “These guys do an excellent
job night in and night out. I felt great
on that restart with seven to go and
I knew it would take someone with
a lot of speed to stay with me and
sure enough here comes the 1S.”

Before celebrating his victory,
Schatz showed true sportsmanship
going over and congratulating
Schuchart on a great, clean race.

“I knew it was going to be tough
to beat him. I had one shot and
couldnʼt make it stick but it is great

to be able to have a good, clean
race with the 10-time Champion,”
Schuchart said.

When asked about the progress
of Shark Racing, who just secured
Drydene Performance as a title
sponsor, Schuchart couldnʼt help
but get emotional, “We have grown
tremendously, and it all starts with
[Bobby Allen]. Iʼm so proud to be
his grandson,” Schuchart said to a
huge ovation.

Brad Sweet clawed his way for-
ward from ninth to finish on the
podium. “Weʼve been in the hunt all
year long. It was a great season
and it was nice to end on the
podium,” Sweet, who enjoyed a ca-
reer-best season, said.

Tim Shaffer finished fourth, his
second top-five of the day, with
11th-starting Gio Scelzi completing
the top-five.Kraig Kinser earned
KSE Hard Charger honors, ad-
vancing 13 positions after taking a
Provisional.

Scott Bloomquist
Dominates Field for
32nd-Career Outlaw

Win, Marlar Takes First
Ever Series Title at

Charlotte
CONCORD, NC - What once

started earlier this year, all the way
back in February at the Volusia
Speedway Park for the DIRTcar
Nationals is now complete. The
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series wrapped up its
30th Anniversary tour on Saturday
night at the Dirt Track at Charlotte

in the World of Outlaws World Fi-
nals presented by Can-Am, where
Scott Bloomquist won his first since
Florida in February and fellow-Ten-
nessee native Mike Marlar officially
clinched his very first World of Out-
laws championship points title.

The Race: Up front, there really
was never much of one, as
Bloomquist went virtually unchal-
lenged through 50 laps, which he
led every one of. Scooping his sec-
ond win of the season and 32nd all-
time, Bloomquist re-drew the fourth
wrench from the Craftsman box
and took off like a rocket at the drop
of the green. He grabbed the lead
before the first lap was completed
and would not relinquish it, going
flag-to-flag for a $12k check.

But it wasnʼt just Bloomquist on
the track all by his lonesome for 50
laps, as multiple waves of lapped
traffic appeared in his path, in addi-
tion to the multiple restarts. Try as
the rest of the field may, though,
nobody was catching the Reece
Monument Co. No. 0 that night.

2018 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series Champion Jonathan Daven-
port (ironically parked right next to
2018 World of Outlaws Craftsman
Late Models Champion Mike Mar-
lar) crossed the line in second after
a very hard-fought effort to get
there. Starting from inside row
seven, Davenport made a very ur-
gent charge to the front and broke
the top five by lap 10. “Superman”
battled with Chase Junghans lap-
after-lap until he escaped the
ShopQuik No. 18ʼs grasp just be-
fore the halfway mark.

(Continued Next Page)

World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Cars champion Donny Schatz, left, joins Super DIRTcar Series
big-block modified champion Matt Sheppard, middle, and World of Outlaws Craftsman Late Models
champion Mike Marlar on stage during Saturday's sold-out World of Outlaws World Finals presented
by Can-Am at The Dirt Track at Charlotte. (HHP/Ben Earp photo)
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Schatz Wins Thriller From
10th in 2018 Season Finale

at Charlotte



Continued…

From that point
onward, Davenport
was forced to fend off
a hard-charging Bran-
don Sheppard to pro-
tect his runner-up spot
in the closing circuits.
Sheppard was strong
on the topside, but ul-
timately unable to stay
with the Nutrien No.
49. Davenportʼs gap to
Bloomquist in the final
lap was over seven
seconds, in case it
wasnʼt clear how far
ahead the 0 was…

The Championship: Scott
Bloomquist has won a World of
Outlaws Late Model championship
before in 2004 and racked up 32
feature wins since then, so nobody
expects him to be doing donuts on
the frontstretch after winning a
race. Mike Marlar, on the other
hand, had never previously at-
tempted to follow the Outlaw tour
before this year, and won the
championship on his first try. So
everyone understood why his
Hoosiers were spinning after the
checkered fell on Saturday nightʼs
racing activities.

Officially, Marlar beat Sheppard
in the Series points chase by 28
markers to claim his first World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries title. With his sixth-place finish
on Saturday night and Sheppard in
his sights, Marlar knew the deal
was sealed when the final flag
dropped.

But “The Winfield Warrior” had a
race to survive before any confetti
rained on him, to which he drove
perfectly. Marlar re-drew sixth, and
from the drop of the green, sat
comfortably inside the top three,
staying out of trouble until just
under ten laps to go when he no-
ticeably backed down his drivingʼs
aggressiveness. Slipping back to
6th by lap 44, Marlar would set the
Delk Equipment No. 157 on cruise
control for the rest of the distance.

“I got up to second there, and
actually got up beside Scott, and I
thought ʻMan, Iʼm having a little too
much fun,ʼ” Marlar said. “{With
these tires,] the worry is if you wear
them down thin, you might get a
puncture in them. So I just wanted
to be cautious and easy and not
spend my tires and make sure they
were thick enough that it wouldnʼt
puncture with a rock or something.
I had to get into conservation mode
there, and it all worked out”

Some may claim this is sand-
bagging, others might say itʼs play-

ing things smart. Whatever the
case, Marlar drove the race he
needed to secure the title. And the
rest just all worked out.

“First off, running with the World
of Outlaws has just been a pleas-
ure,” Marlar said. “Win, lose or
draw, itʼs been great all year. We
went to some awesome race-
tracks… and it was humbling to me
to see how nice the officials were to
us.”

Marlar continued on to give his
upmost appreciation for all of the
World of Outlaws officials and other
competitors, even reminiscing on a
time earlier this season where the
World of Outlaws command center
hauler had blown a tire on the high-
way in South Dakota and Marlar
and his team stopped to help fix it.
The comradery bits they all shared
will be what Marlar remembers the
most.

2018 Rookie of the Year, David
Breazeale, also paid Marlar a visit
earlier in the day to tell him “how
much fun” it had been racing to-
gether. Just more sportsmanship at
its finest, and another helping of
what Marlar had hoped his season
would be from the beginning.

And now that the race celebra-
tions are over, itʼs time for a few
post-race activities, a deep breath,
and a look into the future plans for
the Delk Racing team. Their 2018
campaign was only supposed to be
a “bucket list” item, according to
Marlar. But he may be having sec-
ond thoughts about leaving the tour
for the next item on his racing
bucket list.

“Right now, weʼre just working
out some details,” Marlar said.

“Weʼve got a lot to think about on
an approach. There may be some
partners that may come along and
get involved, or there may not. So
right now, I donʼt want to talk too
much about it; I just want to take
the time and this moment to give
Ronnie [Delk, car owner] all the
glory he deserves. He does so
much for us and Iʼm so glad he gets
to go out as a champion.”

On behalf of all of the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Late Model Se-
ries officials and crew, a big ʻthank
youʼ goes out to all of our great
fans, sponsors and other support-
ers from all over the country who
came out to the track each and
every night on the tourʼs 30th An-
niversary schedule. Cheers to an
even better racing season in 2019!

Tickets for the 2019 DIRTcar Na-
tionals at Volusia Speedway Park
are on sale now.

Madsen Gets First Win
of Season During

Saturday Afternoon
Portion of World

Finals at Charlotte
CHARLOTTE, NC - Australian

Ian Madsen will be named the 2018
Kevin Gobrecht Rookie of the Year
and accentuated that honor with his
first World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series Feature win of
the year Saturday afternoon during
World Finals presented by Can-Am
action at The Dirt Track at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. Tim Shaffer
surged late to finish second with
20th-starting Logan Schuchart
completing the podium.

Tim Shaffer and Aaron Reutzel
led the field to Green on the day-
time dry, slick racing surface but it
was Madsen taking control off of
turn four to lead the opening lap.

Shane Stewart, who started be-
side Madsen in row two, found
speed on the cushion blasting to
the lead on Lap 5.

Itʼs no secret itʼs been a chal-
lenging year for Shane Stewart and
that continued Saturday afternoon
as a flat tire on the Kyle Larson
Racing No.2 on Lap 13 summa-
rized their 2018 season.

Madsen inherited the lead for
the double-file restart, but all eyes
were on 20th-starting Logan
Schuchart and 17th-starting Greg
Wilson who made their way into the
top-five before the half-way point.

The ensuing restart saw Brian
Brown go for a vicious ride through
turn one and two. Brown was unin-
jured in the accident.

When action resumed, Wilson
and Schuchart jockeyed for the
runner-up position as they both
reeled in the KCP Racing No.18.

With Madsen out front, Wilson
glued to the bottom and Schuchart
banging down the cushion, the ca-
pacity crowd at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte roared with excitement as
they nearly went 3-wide for the
lead.

With five laps remaining a cau-
tion for Brent Marks halted the tor-
rid battle for the lead with Madsen
out front followed by Schuchart and
Wilson. The single-file restart gave
Schuchart the opportunity to set up
a pass for the lead, but Madsen
powered away convincingly.

(Continued Next Page)
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Continued…

Tim Shaffer re-
claimed third from Wil-
son before the Red
Flag flew for Parker
Price-Miller, who
tipped lightly on his
side, with three laps
remaining.

With one last
restart, Schuchart
again looked to the
bottom side for the
lead but brushed off
his speed and allowed
Tim Shaffer to regain
second as Ian Mad-
sen went on to win his

third career World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series Fea-
ture.

“This is an awesome feeling.
Weʼve been coming to this event
every year and it keeps getting big-
ger and bigger. Itʼs awesome to be
a part of the World Finals,” a re-
lieved Madsen said.

“Day-time racing is tricky, espe-
cially when the preferred racing line
kept changing. I saw Logan behind
me and I know heʼs particularly
good on these type of race tracks,”
the Australian added before thank-
ing his KCP Racing Team and say-
ing hello to all of his family, friends
and car owner, who are scattered
around the world.

Tim Shaffer and 20th-starting
Schuchart completed the podium.
Shaffer found speed late, said he
wished there were 10 more laps
and referenced how strong he felt
when he pulled the wing all the way
back.

Schuchart, who earned KSE
Hard Charger honors, emphasized
that he wanted to get the win for
Drydene Performance, who an-
nounced Thursday a multi-year
partnership with both Shark Racing
cars and the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series.

12th-starting Spencer Bayston
charged to fourth with Greg Wilson
fading late, but still officially being
scored with a strong 17th to fifth
run.

Sheppard Scores in
Friday's Feature at

Charlotte
CONCORD, NC - The Friday

portion of the 2018 World of Out-
laws World Finals presented by
Can-Am Off Road at the Dirt Track
at Charlotte Motor Speedway was
finally completed on Saturday af-
ternoon, after it was rescheduled
from Friday night due to the city of
Charlotteʼs curfew.

Brandon Sheppard collected his
13th win of the season and inched
closer to a repeat championship,
still to be decided in the Saturday
portion. 2006 Series Champion Tim
McCreadie gave “The Rocket
Shepp” a good run through 50 laps,
swapping the lead back and forth
several times, but was unable to
catch and pass Sheppard in the
end.

Mike Marlar came from outside
row four to pickup the final podium
spot, minimizing the damage to his
points lead, now over Sheppard in-
stead of Chris Madden. Coming
into the race only 22 points out of
the lead, Madden suffered the
worst fate of all early on in the race,
dropping out on lap six with a bro-
ken oil line. Madden now sits 66
points back from Marlar, eliminating
him from title contention.

Sheppard started from outside
row three and quickly moved into
the top three, taking the lead on lap
nine away from 2004 Series Cham-
pion Scott Bloomquist. He would go
unchallenged until the halfway
mark, as “T-Mac” shot to the bot-
tom of the track and swiped the
lead away on lap 26.

Side-by-side they raced until lap
30, when Sheppard was able to

pull away in lapped traffic. A late-
but-great restart was the magic he
needed to pull away from Mc-
Creadie and grab his 37th-career
World of Outlaws victory.

“Our car was really maneuver-
able and that was the key,” Shep-
pard said. “The track was
awesome, just like it always is.
Hats off to my team, this thingʼs a
dream to drive.”

The five-lap battle with the 2018
World 100 Champion McCreadie
had Sheppard in a bit of a pinch,
losing the lead multiple times over
the stretch. But the Defending Se-
ries Champion knew how to work
the bottom groove to his advan-
tage.

“McCreadie showed me a nose
there a few times so I knew I had to
get down in [turns] three and four
as soon as I could,” Sheppard said.
“All in all, it just worked out for us.”

McCreadie also had a solid race,
coming from the fourth spot to fin-
ish second, giving him his 2nd top-
five of the 2018 season.

“First little bit of the race I didnʼt
really get into second like I was
hoping for,” McCreadie said. “Just
the way it shook out with the race,
I got jumbled up a little bit behind
some cars in the first five or sixth

laps. Then Brandon immediately
got by me… it just made me work a
lot more.”

His battle with Sheppard was his
biggest highlight of the race, ulti-
mately ending with Sheppard
pulling away in traffic, but a great
show nonetheless.

“I thought we were just a tick
better, well we were probably the
same,” McCreadie said “[Shep-
pardʼs] better in three and four, Iʼm
better in one and two, and we just
had to work around it as best we
could. Brandonʼs a hell of a driver.”

Mike Marlar engaged in quite a
few passes to work his way up to
third from the eighth spot, chasing
down leaders McCreadie and
Sheppard in the closing laps.

“I passed five [cars] there and
when the caution came out, me
and Timmy and Brandon were hav-
ing a really great race in traffic,”
Marlar said.

The track may have been
slightly slicker than it was the night
before, but Marlar seems to shine
when the track cleans off.

“Things are always best, to me,
when theyʼre slow and slick and
have a little dust laying on them,”
Marlar said. “Theyʼre always way
more racy.”
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TULSA, OK - Trick
or Treat, well in this
case, treat, as the
entry form for the 33rd
annual Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General
Tire has been posted
early.

With entry forms
hitting the mail last week, some en-
tries have already been received,
including World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series Competition
Director, Mike Hess, who will be
driving for Taylor Courtney as well
as California's Brody Roa, who will
pilot the No. 7m for Iron Dome Mo-
torsports.

Entries can be downloaded
at https://www.chilibowl.com/down-
loads/get.aspx?i=72453 and re-
turned via Fax to (918) 836-5517,
called in to (918) 838-3777, or
mailed to 1140 S. 83rd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74112. Entry forms must
include a current W9 form as well.
Download the form
at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/fw9.pdf

Early entry is $150 through De-

cember 14, 2018. After that, teams
will pay an additional $50 per entry.

Just like the 2018 Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire all cars must run a Muffler.
Inserts will not be allowed. All car
number and letter combination
must be legible from the scorers
stand. While the races are scored
electronically, the races are also
hand-scored.

The 33rd Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented by General
Tire takes place January 14-19,
2019 at the Tulsa Expo Raceway,
located inside the River Spirit Expo
Center in Tulsa, Okla.

For continued updates on the
Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals pre-
sented by General Tire, fans can
follow along on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram with @CBNationals.
All official press, updates, and re-
sults on the Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals presented
by General Tire can
be found online
at http://www.chili-
bowl.com.

A long-standing
tradition at the Chili

Bowl, the Trade Show, which is
open to the public each day (Mon-
day through Saturday), is free of
charge. All variety of racing prod-
ucts, apparel and more is available
with well over 100 vendors. The
Trade Show still has space avail-
able. Anyone looking to be a part of
the Trade Show can contact the
Chili Bowl office at 918-838-3777.
The Trade Show covers approxi-
mately 20,000 square feet.

Lucas Oil Products is the title
sponsor of the Chili Bowl Midget
Nationals. More information about
the products available from Lucas
Oil can be found at http://www.lu-
casoil.com. General Tire is the pre-
senting sponsor of the Chili Bowl. A
complete inventory of tires can be
found at www.generaltire.com.

Vacuworx Global is the title
sponsor of the VIROC which brings
past Chili Bowl Champions as well
as champions from around the
world together for a single 20 lap
race to see who is the best of the
best. For more information about
Vacuworx log onto www.vacu-
worx.com.
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BATAVIA, OH -
The Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series is
proud to announce the
2019 schedule, with a
lineup featuring a
record-breaking 65
feature events. The
ambitious schedule is
set to visit 37 different
venues across 22
states, showcasing
the talents of the na-

tionʼs top dirt late model drivers
along the way.

The 2019 tour will launch with
nine events during Georgia-Florida
Speedweeks, including February
1st-2nd at Golden Isles Speedway;
February 4th-9th at East Bay Race-

way Park; and February 10th at
Bubba Raceway Park. As is tradi-
tion, the 2019 championship battle
will conclude October 18th-19th at
the 39th Annual Dirt Track World
Championship at Portsmouth
Raceway Park.

Three tracks on the 2019 tour
will host the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series for the first time, includ-
ing: 411 Motor Speedway in Sey-
mour, Tenn. on April 5th, Kokomo
Speedway in Kokomo, Ind. on Sep-
tember 20th, and Raceway 7 in
Monroe Center, Ohio on October
4th.

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will return to North Georgia
Speedway in Chatsworth, Ga. for
the first time since June 2009, on

April 6th. 34 Raceway in Burling-
ton, Iowa also returns to the Lucas
Late Model Dirt Series slate, for the
first time since May 2010, on May
16th. On May 17th, for the first time
since May 2008, the tour will visit
Farley Speedway in Farley, Iowa.

The 2019 campaign will be high-
lighted by a generous number of
the industries richest events, in-
cluding: Lucas Oil Speedwayʼs
Show-Me 100 ($30,000 to win); I-
80 Speedwayʼs Silver Dollar Na-
tionals ($53,000); Florence
Speedwayʼs North/South 100
($50,000); Batesville Motor Speed-
wayʼs Topless 100 ($40,000);
Mansfield Motor Speedwayʼs Dirt
Million ($100,000+); Tyler County
Speedwayʼs Hillbilly Hundred
($30,000); Knoxville Racewayʼs
Late Model Nationals ($40,000);
Pittsburghʼs PA Motor Speedwayʼs
Pittsburgher 100 ($20,000); and
Portsmouth Raceway Parkʼs Dirt
Track World Championship

($100,000).
“To be crowned Lucas Oil Late

Model Dirt Series National Cham-
pion, the driver must be able to
master a diversified race schedule
that truly challenges the best of the
best,” said Rick Schwallie, Series
Director.

“The 2019 schedule will offer
drivers and teams the test of con-
quering a mix of traditional favorites
and all-new venues - while provid-
ing race fans around the world the
most thrilling events of the season,”
Schwallie added. “None of this
would be possible without the infra-
structure that Lucas Oil provides
and all the support of our tracks,
promoters, marketing partners,
race teams, car owners, and fans.”

For the latest breaking news
concerning the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series, including the lat-
est series standings, and 2019 tour
schedule visit the official website at:
www.lucasdirt.com.
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Dirt Series Unveils
2019 Schedule 

Date Event Name Track
Feb 1 Super Bowl of Racing Golden Isles Speedway
Feb 2 Super Bowl of Racing Golden Isles Speedway
Feb 4 43rd Annual Winternationals East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 5 43rd Annual Winternationals East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 6 43rd Annual Winternationals East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 7 43rd Annual Winternationals East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 8 43rd Annual Winternationals East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 9 43rd Annual Winternationals East Bay Raceway Park
Feb 10 Winter Nationals Bubba Raceway Park
Mar 15 Buckeye Spring 50 Atomic Speedway
Mar 16 22nd Annual Indiana Icebreaker Brownstown Speedway
Apr 5 Tennessee's Action Track 50 411 Motor Speedway
Apr 6 TBA North Georgia Speedway
Apr 12 Steel Valley 50 Sharon Speedway
Apr 13 38th Stanley Schetrompf Classic Hagerstown Speedway
Apr 14 The Rumble by the River Port Royal Speedway
Apr 26 Hoker Trucking Best in the Business 50 Tri-City Speedway
Apr 27 St. Louis U-Pic-A-Part 100 Macon Speedway
May 3 Toyota Knoxville 50 Tazewell Speedway
May 4 33rd l Ralph Latham Memorial Florence Speedway
May 16 TBD 34 Raceway
May 17 TBD Farley Speedway
May 18 NAPA North Star Nationals Deer Creek Speedway
May 23 6th Annual Cowboy Classic Lucas Oil Speedway
May 24 The Tribute to Don and Billie Gibson Lucas Oil Speedway
May 25 27th Lucas Oil Show-Me 100 Lucas Oil Speedway
May 30 Clash at the Mag Magnolia Motor Speedway
May 31 Clash at the Mag Magnolia Motor Speedway
Jun 1 Clash at the Mag Magnolia Motor Speedway
Jun 13 Wayne Gray Sr. Memorial Fayetteville Motor Speedway
Jun 14 21st Annual Grassy Smith Memorial Cherokee Speedway
Jun 15 Big Daddy 75 Smoky Mountain Speedway

Date Event Name Track
Jul 3 TBD Muskingum County Speedway
Jul 4 Independence 50 Portsmouth Raceway Park
Jul 5 25th Annual Topless 50 Tyler County Speedway
Jul 6 Freedom 50 Mansfield Motor Speedway
Jul 12 NAPA Know How 50 Tri-City Speedway
Jul 13 13th Annual Diamond Nationals Lucas Oil Speedway
Jul 16 Bullet SportsWear Shootout Brown County Speedway
Jul 17 TBD Jackson Motorplex
Jul 18 Go 50 I-80 Speedway
Jul 19-20 9th Annual Silver Dollar Nationals I-80 Speedway
Aug 8 Sunoco North/South Shootout Florence Speedway
Aug 9-10 37th Sunoco North/South 100 Florence Speedway
Aug 15 27th COMP Cams Topless 100 Batesville Motor Speedway
Aug 16 27th COMP Cams Topless 100 Batesville Motor Speedway
Aug 17 27th COMP Cams Topless 100 Batesville Motor Speedway
Aug 22 Dirt Million Duels Mansfield Motor Speedway
Aug 23 Dirt Million Duels Mansfield Motor Speedway
Aug 24 Dirt Million Mansfield Motor Speedway
Aug 30 15th John Bradshaw Memorial Ponderosa Speedway
Aug 31 Bob Miller Memorial Portsmouth Raceway Park
Sep 1 51st Annual Hillbilly Hundred Tyler County Speedway
Sep 12 16th Lucas Oil Late Model Nationals Knoxville Raceway
Sep 13 16th Lucas Oil Late Model Nationals Knoxville Raceway
Sep 14 16th Lucas Oil Late Model Nationals Knoxville Raceway
Sep 20 Late Model Shootout Kokomo Speedway
Sep 21 40th Annual Jackson 100 Brownstown Speedway
Oct 4 Great Lakes 50 Raceway 7
Oct 5 31st Pittsburgher 100 Pittsburgh's PA Motor Speedway
Oct 12 Lucas Oil Dixie Shootout Dixie Speedway
Oct 13 Lucas Oil Rome Showdown Rome Speedway
Oct 18-19 39th Dirt Track World Championship Portsmouth Raceway Park

2019 Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series Tour Schedule:



Indianapolis
Motor Speedway

INDIANAPOLIS,
IN - Hulman & Com-
pany and Indianapolis
Motor Speedway
Chairman of the Board
Emeritus Mari Hulman
George, who touched
the lives of millions
through her deep pas-
sion for auto racing,
stewardship of the
Racing Capital of the
World and decades of
compassionate philan-
thropy, died Nov. 3 in
Indianapolis with her
family by her side. She

was 83.
Mari served as IMS chairman

from 1988-2016, but motorsports
and the world-renowned racetrack
were among the cornerstones of
her life since her father, Anton
"Tony" Hulman Jr., purchased the
facility in November 1945 and
saved it from almost certain demo-
lition after World War II. She was a
pioneer as co-owner of a team that
raced at the highest levels of Mid-
western auto racing, in the 1950s
and 1960s, a rarity for a woman at
the time.

She also touched the lives of
countless Hoosiers through tire-
less, generous philanthropic efforts
for her entire adult life, with special
focus on the arts, health care and,
in particular, animal care.

Mary Antonia Hulman was born
Dec. 26, 1934 in Evansville, Indi-
ana, the daughter of prominent
business magnate Anton "Tony"
Hulman Jr. and Mary Fendrich Hul-
man. "Mari" attended primary and
secondary school at St. Benedict in
Terre Haute and the Ladywood
School in Indianapolis, and at-
tended Purdue University.

When her father bought IMS in
November 1945, Mari was im-
mersed into the world of auto rac-
ing, becoming friends with many
drivers during her teenage and
early-adult years. That loyalty and
passion for the sport and its com-
petitors and teams remained stead-
fast for the rest of her life.

Before her 21st birthday, Mari
joined with longtime family friend
Roger Wolcott to form the HOW
racing team, which fielded Ameri-
can Automobile Association (AAA)
and United States Auto Club
(USAC) Sprint and National Cham-
pionship cars for several drivers, in-
cluding Jerry Hoyt, Eddie Sachs,
Tony Bettenhausen, Roger Mc-
Cluskey and Elmer George, whom
she married in April 1957.

The team was successful.

George won the Midwest Sprint
Car title in 1957 and finished third
in 1956 and 1958. Sachs was run-
ner-up in the rankings in 1954.
George ended up 10th in the Na-
tional Championship standings in
1957, with a victory in a 100-mile
race at the New York State Fair-
grounds in Syracuse, New York.

Mari also fielded an entry in the
Indianapolis 500 in 1962 and 1963,
with her husband as the driver.
Elmer George finished a career-
best 17th in 1962, receiving relief
help from Paul Russo and A.J.
Foyt.

Mari savored the friendships she
established with drivers, team own-
ers, mechanics and officials during
her young adult years, maintaining
those bonds for her entire life. She
was especially close to legendary
four-time Indianapolis 500 winner
Foyt, whom she met a year before
his 1958 Indianapolis 500 debut
and is still a cherished family friend.

In a symbol of their enduring
friendship, Mari and Foyt placed a
commemorative "golden brick" into
the famous Yard of Bricks start-fin-
ish line in May 2011 to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the inau-
gural Indianapolis 500 and the 50th
anniversary of Foyt's first "500" vic-
tory, in 1961.

Mari's loyalty to her extended
racing family was displayed for
decades in May through two parties
she hosted for drivers. The "Racers
Party" took place on the opening
weekend of the Month of May lead-
ing into the Indianapolis 500, and
she celebrated friendships with
many drivers from her stint as a
team owner during the "Friends of
the 50s and 60s" event during the
week between qualifying and the
race in May.

She welcomed all drivers who
participated in the "500" - including
some who didn't qualify for the race
- to the parties, setting a standard

for providing red-carpet treatment
to all past and present Indianapolis
500 competitors when they came
to the track in May, regardless of
their stature with the public. She
sometimes even cooked meals for
drivers in May during her younger
years.

Mari also was a constant fixture
at the track with her family during
racing events at IMS, especially in
the Month of May. She visited with
drivers and team officials in Gaso-
line Alley and on pit lane and
shared in many magic moments.
The photo of her embracing Willy T.
Ribbs on pit lane after he became
the first African-American to qualify
for the Indianapolis 500, in 1991,
was especially poignant and cher-
ished by many.

Racing fans worldwide also
knew her as the individual who
gave the famous command to start
engines for the Indianapolis 500
and Brickyard 400 for more than 15
years from the late 1990s until
2015.

She also became close friends
with many of the celebrities who
visited the track each May, espe-
cially beloved Memorial Day week-
end fixtures Jim Nabors and
Florence Henderson.

The Speedway also served as a
platform for some of Mari's tireless
philanthropic efforts. She hosted
the "Save Arnold" Barbecue to ben-
efit Indiana Special Olympics every
May for nearly 25 years, from 1981
through the mid-2000s. The fun
event united drivers, racing per-
sonalities and media with Indiana
Special OIympic athletes in sports
demonstrations and other activi-
ties. The "Save Arnold" Barbecue
raised more than $1 million for In-
diana Special Olympics.

Mari also created a program
through which thousands of Indi-
ana school children visited the
Speedway each May on compli-

mentary field trips to learn about
the connections between education
and motorsports. Those field trips
continue to this day.

IMS prospered and evolved into
a new era during Mari's tenure as
chairman of the board, from 1988-
2016.

During that span, the Indianapo-
lis 500 grew to unprecedented
worldwide popularity. The facility
also expanded its annual schedule
beyond the Month of May to in-
clude the Brickyard 400 for the
NASCAR Cup Series, the United
States Grand Prix for the FIA For-
mula One World Championship
and the Red Bull Indianapolis GP
for the FIM MotoGP World Cham-
pionship.

That evolution required signifi-
cant capital improvements to the
facility, such as the construction of
the new Pagoda control tower, an
infield road course that included
parts of the famous 2.5-mile oval,
new pit-side garages and various
safety improvements.

IMS and INDYCAR also led the
development of one of the greatest
safety innovations in motorsports
history - the energy-absorbing
SAFER Barrier - during Mari's
tenure as chairman. That barrier
system was first installed in 2002 at
IMS and soon adopted at nearly
every major oval track in North
America and many road courses
worldwide.

These contributions to IMS and
motorsports - along with her chari-
table work for the racing community
- led to Mari being inducted into the
IMS Auto Racing Hall of Fame in
2015.

Mari's commitment to racing
was equaled by her generosity for
supporting local, regional and na-
tional causes.

She was devoted to the arts and
education and served for years as 

(Continued Next Page)
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a trustee at the Rose-
Hulman Institute for
Technology in Terre
Haute, which was
founded in 1874 with
significant assistance
from the Hulman fam-
ily. She received an
honorary doctorate
degree from Rose-
Hulman in 1998 and
from Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College,
also located in Terre
Haute.

The Hulman-
George family also

made large contributions to the In-
dianapolis Museum of Art, Indiana
State University, Purdue University,
Indiana University and Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College, among
other art and educational institu-
tions.

Mari also was a leading charita-
ble force to benefit animal care, es-
pecially for horses and
greyhounds, two of her greatest
passions.

Her dedication to learning and
horses led to the endowment and
establishment in 1989 of the equine
science program at Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, named the Mari Hul-
man George School of Equine
Studies. The school also conducts
the Mari Hulman George Thor-
oughbred Adoption to provide
proper care for horses.

She also raised, bred and rode
horses at the family's farm, Circle S
Ranch near Terre Haute, the family
ranch in Wyoming and at stables in
Florida. Her quarterhorses and
thoroughbreds competed in numer-
ous events. The Mari Hulman
George Stakes remain a presti-
gious annual stakes race at Indiana
Downs, in tribute to her dedication
to horses and racing.

In 2001, the Indiana Department
of Homeland Security renamed its
search-and-rescue training area at
Camp Atterbury the Mari Hulman
George Search and Rescue Train-
ing Center, recognizing Mari's con-
tribution to the care of animals
displaced and affected by disas-
ters.

She worked tirelessly to promote
adoption of retired racing grey-
hounds, leading by example by tak-
ing in many of the dogs at her farm.
She also housed stray dogs at an
extensive kennel at the family's
farm.

Besides serving as chairman of
the board for Hulman & Company,
IMS and the IMS Foundation, Mari
also was a longtime board member

of First Financial Bank, a publicly
traded company headquartered in
Terre Haute.

Mari is survived by three daugh-
ters, Nancy George, Josie George
and Kathi George-Conforti; a son,
Anton H. "Tony" George; a step-
daughter, Carolyn Coffey; seven
grandchildren, nine great-grand-
children and her longtime compan-
ion, Guy Trollinger. She was
predeceased by her husband,
Elmer, and a stepson, Joseph
George.

• Funeral: A Mass of Christian
Burial will take place at 12:05 p.m.
(ET) Thursday, Nov. 8 at St. Bene-
dict Catholic Church, 111 S. 9th St.,
Terre Haute, Indiana. Father Martin
Day (OFM Conv) and Father Mike
Welch will officiate. Private burial
will occur at Calvary Cemetery in
Terre Haute.

• Visitation: Noon-8 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 7 at Callahan &
Hughes Funeral Home, 605 S. 25th
St., Terre Haute AND 10 a.m.-noon
Thursday, Nov. 8 at St. Benedict
Catholic Church, 111 S. 9th St.,
Terre Haute

• Memorial Contributions, Trib-
utes: While Mari Hulman George
loved flowers, it was her wish for
friends to make memorial contribu-
tions to any of her charitable inter-
ests, the Alzheimer's Association (
www.alz.org) or to the charity of
their choice. Visit www.calla-
hanandhughes.com for memorial
tributes and additional funeral in-
formation.

•Statements on Mariʼs Passing:
• "Our mother was such a

unique, wonderful person. She
loved her family, friends, auto rac-
ing and animals with equal passion.
She was a quiet pioneer in so many
ways, from owning a race team in
the 1950s and 1960s to overseeing
a period of tremendous growth and
evolution while chairman of the
board at IMS. She was known by
millions as the woman who gave
the command to start engines for
the Indianapolis 500 and other
events at the Speedway, but her
true legacy will be the generous
and kind philanthropy she learned
from her parents. That compassion
and desire to help people and ani-
mals every day are the true hall-
marks of her incredible life. We love
her deeply and will miss her every
day, while ensuring that her spirit
and generosity live forever at IMS."
- Anton H. "Tony" George, Chair-
man of the Board, Indianapolis
Motor Speedway

• “Mariʼs devotion to Indianapo-
lis Motor Speedway was only sur-
passed by her kindness. Her
tireless philanthropy and her pas-

sion for auto racing leave a legacy
that touches the lives of millions.
Mari was a true inspiration to us
and her leadership and grace im-
pacted us all. From the France
family, all of NASCAR, ISC and
IMSA, we send our deepest condo-
lences to the Hulman George fam-
ily as we mourn her loss.” -
NASCAR Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Jim France

• "Mari Hulman George was one
of the nicest, most gentle people
you would ever meet, but she also
was an incredibly influential leader
in American motorsports and the
state of Indiana for the last 60
years. She combined a true pas-
sion for auto racing with a common,
human touch toward all, especially
drivers and fans. Generations of
Hoosiers have benefited from her
tireless charitable work, and her
commitment to animal care is ex-
emplary and a mirror of her kind-
ness. We extend our sincere
condolences to the entire Hulman-
George family and will miss her
greatly." - Mark D. Miles, President
and Chief Executive Officer, Hul-
man & Company

• "The Hulman family's legacy
will be felt for generations across
Indiana. And, Mari Hulman
George's continuation of the fam-
ily's community leadership, giving
spirit and compassion defines well
the family and its Hoosier heritage.
Mrs. George was committed to the
long-term health of the Indianapo-
lis Motor Speedway as a treasured
Indiana asset, and her stewardship
as chairman set the tone for staff
and others involved with IMS. We
were most impacted by her charita-
ble heart and dedication to causes
and organizations that made a dif-
ference to our community. While
she will be missed deeply by fans,
staff, friends and family, her pres-
ence and impact will be felt at IMS
and across Indiana for years to
come." - J. Douglas Boles, Presi-
dent, Indianapolis Motor Speedway

• "We were saddened to learn of
the passing of Mari Hulman
George. Mari left her imprint on
everything she touched in life. She
was synonymous with the Indi-
anapolis 500, open-wheel racing,
and as a leader in business. Mari
was always present at the awards
ceremony to honor the Indy 500
champion and all the racers. It was
also an honor to have Mari at the
event because of her role in help-
ing to create such an iconic race
with exceptional traditions. It was
special to learn that decades ago
Mari was instrumental in inviting
thousands of Indianapolis school
children to visit the track to learn

about the connection between edu-
cation and motorsports. On behalf
of Chevrolet, our thoughts and
prayers go out to the Hulman
George family." - Jim Campbell,
U.S. Vice President of Perform-
ance Vehicles and Motorsports

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - A family-favorite

holiday spectacle that showcases
dazzling Christmas lights returns to
Bristol Motor Speedway with the
22nd edition of The Pinnacle
Speedway in Lights.

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights serves as the premiere holi-
day display in east Tennessee
spread across a five-mile route illu-
minated by more than 2 million
lights among 250 displays. The
popular event serves as the main
fundraiser for SCC-Bristol. A trip
through the display sends guests
down alongside the famed Bristol
Dragway quarter-mile and all
throughout the property, culminat-
ing with a lap around the historic
Bristol half-mile oval.

“The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights started out as a simple
fundraiser for children and has
turned into so much more,” said
Claudia Byrd, executive director of
the Bristol chapter of Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities. “Itʼs a place for
loved ones to gather together and
enjoy the Christmas spirit. While
you enjoy the millions of lights and
displays, you also help those chil-
dren in need in this region. Nothing
could be better than that.”

Many of the popular displays are
back this year to fill the route with
cheer. The Symphony in Lights pre-
sented by Grand Home Furnish-
ings, located in the Darrell Waltrip
Grandstand, features approxi-
mately 300,000 lights – 10 times
more than the average number on
the Rockefeller Plaza Christmas
Tree in New York. The lights flash
and flicker to the beat of popular
Holiday music.

Race to Space presented by
Mycroft Signs, a galaxy themed
tunnel, is back to provide guests
with an out of this world experi-
ence. Other guest favorite displays
that are returning include: Dueling
Dragsters, The Twelve Days of
Christmas, Dinosaur Village, Rip-
leyʼs Penguin Playhouse, and Rip-
leyʼs Aquarium of the Smokies.

At the end of the route, guests
can visit the Appalachian country-
themed Christmas Village pre-
sented by Eastman Credit Union.
The Christmas Village is filled with
holiday vendors, family-friendly
midway rides (including a merry-
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go-round, pirate ship,
bumper cars and
more), arts and crafts,
hot chocolate with
marshmallows and as
always, the kids will
get to visit with Santa
Claus.

On five special
nights this year guests
can take “Santaʼs
Shortcut” for direct ac-
cess to Christmas Vil-
lage without having to
tour the full light dis-
play. Those nights are
Nov. 29, Dec. 6, Dec.

13, Dec. 27 and Jan. 3. “Santaʼs
Shortcut” is $5 per car and those
guests will enter at the North En-
trance and proceed to ticket booth
#9.

The Pinnacle Speedway in
Lights runs through Saturday, Jan.
5. The event costs $15 for cars
from Sunday through Thursday and
$20 on Friday and Saturday nights.
For $45, guests can take advan-
tage of Jingle Bell Lane, the “fast
pass” option that offers a shorter
wait time to enter the attraction on
select nights.

Two other fun options for enjoy-
ing Speedway in Lights are "The
BMS Express," which transforms a
local school bus into the Polar Ex-
press, and "Santa's Speedway
Sleigh" sponsored by Tri-Cities Air-
port, an open-air tram ride decked
with cozy blankets and a BMS staff
member along for the ride who
serves as host and tour guide.
Each attraction runs on select
evenings. For reservations, guests
can call 423-989-6900.

For those who love ice skating,
the Ice Rink at Bristol Motor Speed-
way presented by HVAC will open
Thursday, Nov. 15. Skating costs
only $6 per session with skate
rentals available for $2.

For more information, visit
www.speedwayinlights.org. As al-
ways, all proceeds for The Pinna-
cle Speedway in Lights will be used
by SCC to give to numerous or-
ganizations that serve children in
the 18-county area surrounding
BMS.

The Bristol Chapter of Speed-
way Childrenʼs Charities, a 501©(3)
nonprofit organization committed to
raising funds for distribution to chil-
dren-based nonprofit organiza-
tions, was established in 1997.
Since its inception, the chapter has
raised nearly than $14 million,
awarding grants to hundreds of
qualified organizations in the 18-
county area surrounding Bristol

Motor Speedway. The board of
trustees for the Bristol Chapter con-
sists of 18 members, a diverse
group of individuals from across the
region with wide-ranging back-
grounds. The trustees, two staff
members and more than 300 vol-
unteers are responsible for hosting
numerous events at Bristol Motor
Speedway and throughout the Bris-
tol (Tennessee/Virginia) commu-
nity. For more information about the
Bristol Chapter of Speedway Chil-
drenʼs Charities, visit speedway-
charities.org/bristol.

Daytona Intʼl Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Tickets

for the 61st annual Coke Zero
Sugar 400, the Independence Day
holiday weekend classic scheduled
for Saturday, July 6 at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway, will go on
sale Tuesday, Nov. 6 at 9 a.m. EST.
The Coke Zero Sugar 400 show-
cases the stars of the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series under
the lights on the daunting 31-de-
gree high banks battling for a cov-
eted Daytona victory in a 160-lap,
400-mile race.

Tickets for the Coke Zero Sugar
400 start at $49 and children 12
and under are $20 in frontstretch
reserved seating. Tickets can be
purchased by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP or visiting www.dayton-
ainternat ionalspeedway.com.
Other ticket options for the Fourth
of July weekend include:

• Hospitality and premium seat
packages, including the Rolex 24
Lounge, DAYTONA 500 Club,
Harley Jʼs, Trioval Club and UNOH
Fanzone/Pre-race.

• Tickets for the Coca-Cola Fire-
cracker 250 NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race on Friday, July 5 start at
$40 and children 12 and under are
$10 in reserved seating and free in
general admission areas.

The 2018 Coke Zero Sugar 400
produced a first-time Monster En-
ergy Series winner in Erik Jones,
who drove the No. 20 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota to a .125-second
victory over defending series
champion Martin Truex Jr. in a wild
race that needed two overtimes to
be completed.

In addition to the action on the
track, Daytona International Speed-
way will celebrate the Independ-
ence Day holiday weekend by
recognizing Medal of Honor recipi-
ents and capping off the event with
one of the largest fireworks shows
in the Southeast.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Pinterest, YouTube and Snapchat,

and by downloading Daytona Inter-
national Speedwayʼs mobile app,
for the latest Speedway news
throughout the season.

Daytona International Speed-
way is a state-of-the-art motor-
sports facility and was awarded the
SportsBusiness Journalʼs presti-
gious Sports Business Award for
Sports Facility of the Year in 2016.
Daytona International Speedway is
the home of "The Great American
Race” – the DAYTONA 500.
Though the season-opening Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
event garners most of the attention
– as well as the largest audience in
motorsports – the approximately
500-acre motorsports complex,
also known as the “World Center of
Racing,” boasts the most diverse
schedule of racing on the globe. In
addition to at least nine major event
weekends, the Speedway grounds
are also used extensively for
events that include concerts, civic
and social gatherings, car shows,
photo shoots, production vehicle
testing and police motorcycle train-
ing.

ISM Raceway
PHOENIX, AZ - ISM Raceway is

thrilled to announce that platinum-
selling artist Chris Janson will
headline the OʼReilly Auto Parts
Pre-Race Party on Sunday, Nov.
11, prior to the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series Can-Am 500.
The INfield party will kick off as
Janson takes the stage at 10:30
a.m.

Access to the OʼReilly Auto
Parts Pre-Race Party is available to
all fans with Sunday INfield access.
In addition to Jansonʼs concert,
fans with INfield Experience wrist-
bands will also have the opportu-
nity to participate in an all-new
approach to driver introductions.
The stars of the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series will be deliv-
ered in Toyota Tundras to the
OʼReilly Auto Parts Pre-Race Party
catwalk, high-fiving fans as they
make their way across to pit road
just prior to the start of the Can-Am
500.  

“We canʼt wait to see Chris Jan-
son take the stage during our
OʼReilly Auto Parts Pre-Race Party
prior to the Can-Am 500,” said Julie
Giese, President of ISM Raceway.
“The buzz around our Opening
Weekend is electric and an artist
like Janson personifies that level of
excitement. Our fans on Sunday
will be in for an amazing event.”

Warner Music Nashvilleʼs Jan-
son, a self-taught multi-instrumen-
tal talent, is a renowned performer
that operates on a totally different

wavelength. He is a gifted song-
writer whose deep messages are
often delivered with a clever, light-
hearted smirk, and many recognize
Janson as one of the genreʼs most
captivating total package phenom-
ena.

Coming off the career-defining
success of his Platinum-certified hit
“Buy Me a Boat” and its Top-5
album of the same name, the 3-
time CMA nominee is turning his
creativity loose. With his second
album, Everybody, he combines all
the elements that make him
unique. Twelve new tracks show off
the contrasting shades of Jansonʼs
world, both a restless ball of energy
and a dedicated husband and fa-
ther. His new tunes bound between
upbeat enthusiasm and heartfelt
tenderness. 

Limited wristbands for INfield ac-
cess to the 2018 Opening Week-
end and Can-Am 500 are still
available online at ISMRace-
way.com, by phone at 1-866-408-
RACE (7223) or in person at the
ISM Raceway ticket office. Single
day INfield wristbands start at just
$35 and fans can get one for the
whole weekend for $129 in addition
to the purchase of a grandstand
ticket.

Since 1964, ISM Raceway has
been the premier motorsports
venue in the Southwest. As part of
a $178 million modernization proj-
ect, the track officially became ISM
Raceway in January 2018 as a re-
sult of a naming rights partnership
with ISM Connect, a pioneer in
smart venue technology bringing
the digital fan engagement experi-
ence to Phoenix. Phoenix hosts
two Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series weekends each year, begin-
ning with the TicketGuardian 500
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race weekend on March 9, 10
and 11. The schedule is anchored
by the Opening Weekend, on Nov.
9, 10 and 11, with the Can-Am 500,
the semifinal race in NASCARʼs
Playoffs after which the field is re-
duced to the final four champi-
onship contenders. For more
information, visit www.ISMRace-
way.com.

Janson is a 3-time CMA nomi-
nee, platinum-selling, high-octane
entertainer, multi-instrumentalist,
award-winning singer/songwriter,
and the youngest living member of
the Grand Ole Opry. His sopho-
more album, Everybody, produced
his second No. 1 hit single, “Fix A
Drink,” the chart-topping follow up
to his No. 1 debut smash and sum-
mer anthem, “Buy Me A Boat.” His
current single, “Drunk Girl,” is 

(Continued Next Page)
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climbing the country
airplay charts and won
“Song of the Year” at
the MusicRow
awards. Janson is cur-
rently nominated for 3
CMA awards, includ-
ing Best New Artist, as
well as Song of the
Year and Video of the
year for “Drunk Girl,” a
song written from a fa-
therʼs perspective
which is receiving a lot
of praise from his fans.
Janson closed out the
53rd ACM Awards with

what Rolling Stone called a “must-
see performance,” and he floored
his audience at Stagecoach. Jan-
son is currently on his “Waitinʼ On
5” fall tour, which will see him make
his headlining debut in Los Angeles
later this month.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - The Delaware Af-

filiate of the Pancreatic Cancer Ac-
tion Network, which spreads
awareness on the facts, risk factors
and symptoms associated with
pancreatic cancer, will receive a
unique recognition in November
when the Monster Monument at
Victory Plaza, presented by Smith-
field, is lit in purple to recognize the
organization during Pancreatic
Cancer Awareness Month.

Founded in 1999, the Pancreatic
Cancer Action Network (PanCAN)
is dedicated to fighting a disease
on track to become the second
most deadly cancer by 2020. The
46-foot tall Monster Monument will
be lit in purple during the evening
hours in November as part of the
Monster Mileʼs initiative for charities
and non-profit organizations to pro-
mote their causes using one of the
mid-Atlanticʼs most recognizable
landmarks.

In addition to purple in Novem-
ber, this year the Monster Monu-
ment has been illuminated pink to
mark breast cancer awareness in
October, teal in September for the
Martin Truex Jr. Foundation, which
raises funds toward ending ovarian
and childhood cancer and blue for
autism awareness in April.

“Weʼre so grateful Dover Inter-
national Speedway will be joining
PanCAN in the fight against pan-
creatic cancer, and lighting Miles
the Monster in purple for Pancre-
atic Cancer Awareness Month this
November,” said Lauren Stotz
Annal, chair of PanCANʼs
Delaware Affiliate. “For too long,
pancreatic cancer has been a neg-

lected cancer, but November is our
month to make our voices heard
and bring greater attention, aware-
ness, and hopefully, better out-
comes, to this deadly disease.”

Organizations can make re-
quests to light the Monster Monu-
ment in several ways, including
using the hashtag #LightUpMiles
on social media and sending rec-
ommendations to info@dover-
speedway.com. Please note that
there is no application process but
the Speedway will keep a list of ap-
propriate requests and use those
suggestions whenever appropriate.

If an organization is selected, in
addition to lighting up the Monster
Monument, it can receive the fol-
lowing:

• Tickets to upcoming NASCAR
tripleheader weekends

• An ad in the Dover souvenir
program

• Table space along the vendor
midway on NASCAR weekends

• An auction/donation item for a
charitable event

Built in 2008, the Monster Mon-
ument is the largest fiberglass
statue at any sports venue in the
world. The base of the monument
pays tribute to race winners at
Dover International Speedway and
features dedications to legendary
drivers who are recognized for their
special accomplishments earned
on the Monster Mileʼs high-banked,
one-mile concrete oval. Those fea-
tured include Richard Petty, Bobby
Allison, David Pearson and Jeff
Gordon.

Dover International Speedway
hosts two NASCAR tripleheader
weekends in 2019 on May 3-5 and
Oct. 4-6 as it celebrates its 50th an-
niversary season, including two
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries races on Sunday, May 5 and
Sunday, Oct. 6. 

The Oct. 6, 2019 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series playoff
race is the 100th NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race in track history. Dover will
be the 10th track in the nation to
host 100 or more NASCAR Cup
Series events.

For tickets or more information,
call 800‐441‐RACE or visit Dover-
Speedway.com. You can also keep
up with the Monster Mile at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Bristol Motor Speedway
BRISTOL, TN - Many of the best

short track racers in the world will
once again try to tame the hallowed
high banks of Bristol Motor Speed-
way when the Short Track U.S. Na-
tionals returns in 2019 with a brand

new date and reconfigured racing
program.

The excitement will run Friday,
May 31 and Saturday, June 1, and
will showcase four exciting classes,
headlined by the powerful Super
Late Models. Along with Super Late
Model, the event will feature race
action in Pro Late Model, Street
Stock and Compacts. The restruc-
tured two-day format will provide
competitors with additional practice
opportunities throughout the day on
Friday and will be followed by a full
day on Saturday that will include
practice, qualifying and racing.

“This new date and format will
allow teams and spectators the op-
portunity to enjoy plenty of quality
racing over the weekend,” said
Jerry Caldwell, executive vice pres-
ident and general manager of Bris-
tol Motor Speedway. “Weʼve seen
some of stock car racingʼs new
generation emerge at this event by
having great success and weʼre
anxious to discover more of the
sportʼs future stars.”

Kyle Busch Motorsports driver
Raphael Lessard, from Canada,
won the Super Late Model race this
past May and he shared Victory
Lane with local driver Josh Reeves,
who powered his Wade Lopez
Wealth Management sponsored
machine to the 100-lap Pro Late
Model victory, a race that included
NASCAR veterans Mike Skinner
and Jack Smith. Current NASCAR
Monster Energy Cup Series star
Bubba Wallace took the Super Late
Model title at the inaugural Short
Track U.S. Nationals in 2017.

Four sanctioning bodies will be
affiliated with the event in 2019, in-
cluding Champions Racing Associ-
ation (CRA), CARS Tour, Southern
Super Series and Voreʼs Compact
Series.

Additional details regarding the
event will be announced in the
coming months.

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - Some of

NASCARʼs top drivers and teams
got a taste of the sportʼs new rac-
ing package for 2019 during a
Goodyear tire test on Atlanta Motor
Speedwayʼs high banks Tuesday.

“This is unlike any-
thing Iʼve experienced
over all of my years in
Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series
racing,” 7-time cham-
pion Jimmie Johnson
said.

As previously an-
nounced, NASCARʼs
2019 racing package
calls for vehicle body

aerodynamic changes and a horse-
power reducing tapered engine
spacer producing an estimated 550
horsepower at tracks like Atlanta
Motor Speedway. Johnson, a vet-
eran of the sport who has won five
times at Atlanta, took Tuesdayʼs
test as an opportunity to learn and
get up to speed with the new pack-
age.

“With how cool it was this morn-
ing, the lower horsepower and the
bigger downforce package, I was-
nʼt sure how much weʼd lift and if
we would lift at all,” Johnson said.
“Atlanta Motor Speedwayʼs track
surface is abrasive and we had as-
sumed that you would have to at
some point. It wasnʼt many laps a
run that you had to lift.”

Two-time cup series winner
Ryan Blaney said the high level of
tire wear, an element that Atlanta
Motor Speedwayʼs older asphalt
has become known for, will make
for dynamic racing when the 2019
package debuts at the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 on February
24.

“I feel like thereʼs going to be
some comers and goers when tires
fall off. How well you run will be a
matter of how well you take care of
your tires throughout a run and
your car has to handle well,”
Blaney said. “Youʼre not just flat-
out, wide-open around here.”

“Thatʼs what makes Atlanta cool
and thatʼs what Iʼve really enjoyed
about it in the past,” added Erik
Jones, who also tested the 2019
package at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way one week ago.

Going to school on the new
package in a test setting was help-
ful, but drivers said there are still a
lot of unknowns that will only be-
come clear when a full field of 40
cars take the green flag at the
Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500.

“We feel like we have an idea of
the way things will go, but itʼs still
not all that clear yet,” Johnson said.
“None of us know. Weʼre all specu-
lating.”

Tickets for the 2019 Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 can be pur-
chased by calling (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or by visiting
www.atlantamotorspeedway.com.
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Volunteer
Speedway

BULLS GAP, TN -
Just call him “King”
Logan Roberson, be-
cause itʼs a fact heʼs
ruled the Crate Nation-
als at Volunteer
Speedway. For the
second consecutive
season the Waynes-
boro , Virginia , driver
has taken the $3,000
winnerʼs check back
home to the Common-
wealth.

The Crate Nation-
als closed the curtains

on the 45th season of racing Satur-
day afternoon at “The Gap,” with an
impressive overall car count of 106
in five divisions (41 Crate Late
Model, 22 Sportsman Late Model,
16 Modified Street, 14 Classic and
13 Open Wheel Modified).

Rusty Ballenger was fastest in
Crate Late Model qualifying at
13.885 seconds, with Jensen Ford
close behind at 13.932.

Four heat races transferred the
top six finishers from each into the
Crate Nationals. Roberson won the
first heat, while Cory Hedgecock
won heat two, with Chase King win-
ning the third heat, and Gary Crit-
tenden taking the fourth heat
victory. 

The same scenario as last
yearʼs Crate Nationals found
Roberson and Hedgecock starting
alongside each other on the front
row for the 51-lap main event. The
talented chauffeurs raced side-by-
side down the front straightaway
into the first turn, before Roberson
powered into the lead racing off
(turn) two down the backstretch. 

Behind Roberson and Hedge-
cock as the field completed the
opening lap were King, Crittenden
and Ballenger. Mack McCarter and
Ford were early movers as they got
around both Crittenden and Bal-
lenger to respectively settle into the
fourth and fifth spots in the running
order. 

The leader Roberson caught tail
of the field on lap 10 to start lapping
process, and just five circuits later
the first of three cautions in the
event waved when ninth quickest
qualifier Adam Tolliver slowed on
the track.

Only five laps back under green
and the caution waved when Jason
Trammell slowed high in turn two. 

Off the ensuing restart Roberson
once again led Hedgecock and
King. But the green (flag) was only
out for two laps before Ballenger
suddenly slowed, and with

nowhere to go as the field was
jammed tightly together he was hit
by Drew Kennedy and also getting
involved was Adam Ahl. All three
cars were done with significant
damage.

Back under green Roberson
was feeling pressure from the hard-
charging Hedgecock, who pulled
off a slider on lap 24 to briefly take
the lead. But Roberson wasnʼt
going to just roll over without put-
ting up a fight. The say rubbinʼ is
racinʼ and there was a little contact
on lap 26 between turns one and
two, when Roberson loaded up to
fire his own slider on Hedgecock to
reclaim the lead. 

With Roberson back out front
leading Hedgecock, Ford got
around King for third. From the fifth-
running McCarter on back through
the field action was two- and three-
wide around the high banks involv-
ing Tim Maupin, Crittenden, Greg
Martin, Riley Hickman, Jason
Welshan, Ross White, Josh Henry
and Tim Byrd.

With the second half of the race
running clean-and-green, Rober-
son began to pull away from
Hedgecock and Ford, stretching his
lead to a full-straightaway with 10
laps to go. He threaded the needle
shooting the gap on occasion while
negotiating lapped traffic to perfec-
tion and never allowed Hedgcock
and Ford to close in.

Roberson, driving the Wyn-
bridge Inc./Dirt Defender/Blue
Ridge Tree Scapes Service/Wells
Jeep/Panchoʼs Racing Prod-
ucts/Team Champion/Sunoco
/NAPA Auto Parts/Integra
Shocks/Swift Springs/Loweʼs Auto
Parts/Keyser Mfg./QA1 Factory
Support/All About Wraps/Rocket
Chassis/No. 17 Chevrolet Camaro,
rolled to the $3,000 Crate Nation-

als payday winning over Hedge-
cock, Ford, King and McCarter.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Maupin, Welshan, Martin,
Hickman and White. … Crittenden,
Byrd and Henry finished 11th-13th
to round out all cars on the lead lap.

“This is awesome to be able win
the ʻCrate Nationalsʼ for the second
straight year,” said Roberson while
being interviewed in victory lane.
“There were 41 (race cars) signed
in for this event and only 24 make
the starting lineup. Itʼs just a good
feeling to outrun such a quality field
of competitors, and weʼre talking
many drivers from around East
Tennessee that have a lot of laps
around this place.

“It was great to win this race last
year, but to come in here and re-
peat with another victory is some-
thing our team is really proud to
have accomplished. Iʼve got great
support from my parents and great
sponsors that help allow me the op-
portunity to travel around and race,
Iʼm very appreciative for everything.
I just canʼt thank everybody enough
who believes in me. Itʼs sure going
to be an enjoyable ride back up In-
terstate 81 going home with this big
trophy and check, because thatʼs
what we had our sights set on
doing coming into this race..”

Wayne Rader of Parrottsville
and Shannon Emery battled for the
lead at start of the Modified Street
feature, before Rader quickly
moved ahead. Behind Rader and
Emery, Eric Hux, Gary Blanken,
Lance Creasman, Michael Woods,
David Clark, Robbie Buchanan and
Robby Perkins had spirited battles
going on for position. … Blanken
got around both Hux and Emery
into second place, but there would
be no catching Rader out front as
he recorded his second straight vic-

tory. Rader was chased to the
checkers by Blanken, Emery,
Woods and Hux.

Travis Fultz of Tazewell and
2018 Sportsman Late Model track
champion Zach Sise battled for the
lead on opening lap of the 20-lap
feature, but the 18-year-old Siseʼs
car experienced mechanical issues
on the second circuit and he
dropped out of the race. While
Brandon Miller and Jake White-
head were racing hard for second
place on lap 5, the duo got together
and wrecked in turn two, bringing
out the caution flag and ending the
race for both drivers with damaged
equipment. 

Back under green Fultz was in
command out front, but behind him
battles were ensuing for position in-
volving Chris Coffey, Brad Seagle,
Clyde Stanton, Zach Shannon, DJ
Shannon, Kip Sawyer, Kyle Manis,
Floyd Self, Gary Blanken, Warren
McMahan and David Bullington. …
But clearly Fultz was class of the
field as he cruised to his second
win of the season over Coffey, Sea-
gle, Stanton and Zach Shannon.

Wade Rookard of East Bern-
stadt , Kentucky , powered into
lead on opening lap of the Open
Wheel Modified feature over
Wayne James and Shon Flanary. A
strong run for James ended on lap
14 when he began dropping fluid
on the track and slowly entered the
pits. Riggs got around Flanary for
the runner-up position on lap 16,
but there would be no catching
Rookard out front. … Rookard cap-
tured his second win of the season
over Riggs, Flanary, Austin Atkins
and Terry James.

Lee Merritt of Knoxville has been
the dominant Classic racer in East
Tennessee this season, as he cap-
tured both the Volunteer Speedway
and sister track 411 Motor Speed-
way 's championships. Merritt
grabbed the lead at start of the 20-
lap feature and went the distance
in recording his ninth victory at “The
Gap” over Josh Chesney, Michael
Millsap, Will Carey and Brad Dyer.

Southern National
Motorsports Park

The Thanksgiving Classic is one
of the most exciting Late Model
Stock Car races in the country
each year and this yearʼs race is
sure to be even more exciting with
“Controlled Cautions” set to spice
up the competition.

The 18th running of the Thanks-
giving Classic features 14 races
over the course of three days of
racing action culminating with the

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Logan Roberson of Waynesboro, Virginia, took home $3,000 for
the second straight year from Volunteer Speedway for winning the
"Crate Nationals!" (CHAD WELLS PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



(Continued…)

200-lap NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series Late Model
Stock Car race on
Sunday, November
25th.  The LMSC race
will be a six-tire race
paying up to $20,000
for drivers who take
the gamble on “Racing
Roulette”.  They will
start the race on the
four tires that they
qualify on and then will
have two additional
tires to change during
the race under the

controlled cautions.
Controlled cautions have never

been used in Late Model Stock Car
racing but itʼs extremely popular in
Super Late Model racing in the
Mid-South region.  Controlled cau-
tions will allow competitors to come
down pit road and while on pit road
not lose positions to the cars that
come down pit road with them to
change tires and make adjust-
ments.  They will however lose po-
sitions to the cars that stay on the
track but whatever order they come
down pit road, the cars will all line-
up in that order when the race re-
sumes.

Southern National Motorsports
Park owner Michael Diaz thinks
that the addition of controlled cau-
tions will add excitement to the race
for the fans and an added strategy
for drivers and teams.

“After running my son, Mason in
a Super Late Model race with con-
trolled cautions earlier this season,
I knew we needed to add it to the
Thanksgiving Classic,” said Diaz.
“It gave me so much more to watch
during the race and see how the
drivers and teams strategized to
best position themselves during the
event really made it more exciting.
Our fans have never seen this type
of race play out and I think it will be
a treat for them.”

Some cautions will not be used
as a “controlled caution” but rather
a quickie caution which will give the
track time to reset the field and go
back green fast.  All other cautions
will use the controlled caution for-
mat.  In the event long green flag
runs take place competition cau-
tions may wave to ensure a con-
trolled caution takes place with 40
to 55-laps.  The competition cau-
tion would only wave sometime in
the 15-lap window when the race
has already gone 40-laps since the
last caution.

“Itʼs going to be different for our
competitors and our fans,” contin-

ued Diaz.  “Weʼve used competition
cautions before but this time they
have some meaning beyond just
gathering the field back together.  I
think this will add a level of excite-
ment to every caution except the
quickie cautions which will just
allow us to resume right away.  Iʼm
excited to see how it plays out and
what drivers or teams will employ
the perfect strategy to win the
race.”

More information on the 18th
Thanksgiving Classic including
entry forms, advance tickets, pric-
ing and more are available at
www.SNMPark.com or you can call
the track office at (919) 284-1114.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

With the final checkered flag of the
2018 season displayed at the
NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final,  Ron-
nie Williams, Tom Fearn, Marcello
Rufrano, Jeremy Lavoie, and
George Bessette, Jr. have etched
their names in the Stafford Speed-
way history books as 2018 track
champions.  Here we take a brief
look back at each championʼs drive
to their title success this season.

In the NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Division I, SK
Modifieds®, the fight for the cham-
pionship was a season long duel
between Williams and Keith
Rocco.  Rocco began the season
with a 4-race winning streak that
established himself as the champi-
onship favorite.  Williams and the
#50 Lesʼs Auto Center team were
finishing races right behind Rocco
on the podium, allowing him to
keep the deficit to Rocco in the
standings to a reasonable margin.
A big win on June 29 in the NAPA
SK 5K, with a payday of $10,625,
was definitely the boost the #50
team needed as they pursued the
race for the championship.
Williams took the point lead for the
first time following a win on July 6
and he led the standings for the re-
mainder of the season and won his

very first track championship at
Stafford.  For the season Williams
posted 4 wins, 14 top-5 and 17 top-
10 finishes. 

Tom Fearn and the #92 King
Ward Coach Lines team enjoyed a
season for the ages in the NWAAS
Division II, Late Models.  In 21
starts this season, Fearn finished
on the podium 19 times with 12
wins, 6 second place finishes, and
one third place finish.  Fearnʼs 12
wins this season set a Stafford
Speedway Late Model division
record and he also set a division
record with six consecutive wins
from May 18 to June 22.  For the
season Fearn posted 12 wins, 19
top-5 and 19 top-10 finishes with a
miniscule average finish of 2.4.
Fearnʼs 12 wins this season also
made him Staffordʼs winningest
driver in Late Model history with 48
career wins, passing Ryan
Posocco who had 45 LM wins.

The NWAAS Division III, SK
Light Modifieds, produced one of
the tightest championship races in
the trackʼs long and storied history.
Marcello Rufrano and Bryan Nar-
ducci, two drivers who grew up rac-
ing against each other in the
Stafford Wild Thing Kart Series, re-
newed their friendly rivalry in grand
fashion this season.  The two driv-
ers took turns swapping the point
lead back and forth this season
with the pair combining to win 11 of
21 races.  Rufrano took the check-
ered flag in the biggest SK Light
race of the season, the May 25
Dunleavyʼs Modifiedz Night extra
distance race that paid an SK Light
season high $2,025 with purse and
contingency bonuses.  Narducci
looked to have the championship
within his grasp late in the season,
but two 15th place finishes in the 4
races leading into the season end-
ing NAPA Fall Final allowed
Rufrano to enter that race tied with
Narducci in the standings.  As the
two were racing for the lead in the
final race, they made contact and
both drivers crashed out of the

race.  With Rufrano being in front of
Narducci on the last completed
green flag lap, he was scored one
position ahead of Narducci and be-
came the SK Light champion.  For
the season, Rufrano and the #88
Wheelers Auto Service team
posted 6 wins, 11 top-5, and 16
top-10 finishes.

The NWAAS Division IV, Limited
Late Model crown was dominated
by Jeremy Lavoie and the #6
Aspen Hill Farm team.  The season
didnʼt begin under the best of cir-
cumstances for Lavoie as a me-
chanical issue left him in last place
in the season opening race.  But
Lavoie showed that he would be a
force to be reckoned with this sea-
son with wins in four of the next five
races after his mechanical issue,
including a three-race winning
streak.  Lavoie would go on to
record a second three race winning
streak later in the season and he
took control of the points race with
a 6-race stretch from June 29 to
August 3 that saw him win 4 times
and finish second twice.  Lavoie
clinched the championship with
one race to go and for the season
he posted 8 wins, 16 top-5 finishes.

After finishing second in the
NWAAS Division V Street Stock
points as a rookie in 2017, George
Bessette, Jr. and the #39 Lasco
Roofing and Sheet Metal team re-
turned to Stafford in 2018 as a
championship favorite.  Two of
Bessetteʼs main rivals this year in
the championship race were
Meghan Fuller, daughter of former
Whelen Modified Tour champion
Rick Fuller, and Brandon Michael.
All three drivers each took a turn
leading the points early in the sea-
son but Bessette went on an amaz-
ing run in the second half of the
season to leave his closest pur-
suers in his rearview mirror and
claim the championship.  In the
final 12 races of the season, Bes-
sette notched up 11 podium fin-
ishes that included 4 wins,
including a win in the extra distance
R.A.D. Auto Machine Street Stock
30 that paid a Street Stock season
high $575 with purse and contin-
gency bonuses.  Bessetteʼs consis-
tency allowed him to clinch the
championship with one race left to
go but that didnʼt slow him down as
he won the season ending NAPA
Fall Final feature event to close out
his season in style.  For the season
Bessette posted 5 wins, 17 top-5
and 19 top-10 finishes.  

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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Ronnie Williams and his Championship team. (RONNIE WILLIAMS
photo)


