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Ryan Blaney Sails to the Win
Truex Jr. and Johnson Left to Sort Out

the Damages



Jimmie Johnson
wonʼt win a record
eighth championship
this year. And he has
nobody to blame but
himself.

He easily could
have played it safe by
following Martin Truex
Jr. across the finish
line Sunday on the
road course
race at the

Charlotte Motor Speedway
Roval.

But thatʼs not how he
rolls.

And itʼs not how he won
seven other champi-
onships.

Johnson came into the
final two turns running sec-
ond to Truex – and safely
inside the 12-driver cutoff for the
second round of the NASCAR
Playoffs – when he pressed too
hard and spun out. In the process,
he knocked Truex into the wall.

A second-place finish was more
than enough to extend Johnsonʼs
meager hopes of breaking his tie
with legendary drivers Richard
Petty and Dale Earnhardt for the
most championships.

Johnson didnʼt come to Char-
lotte, or anywhere else, earn
points. He came to win for the first
time since June 4, 2017, to break a
winless streak that now stretches to
an unimaginable
52 races.

“I was more worried about the
win than anything else,” Johnson
said after he lost a tiebreaker with
Aric Almirola and Kyle Larson for
the final two spots in the second
round. “I hate that I started wheel-
hopping and took Martin and I out.
Thatʼs the last thing I wanted to do.

“We were in a transfer position
and didnʼt get it. Just going for the
win. Wins are so important. The
veteran could have taken the safe
route and didnʼt. Unfortunately, it
took us out.”

Denny Hamlin, Austin Dillon and
Erik Jones also were eliminated.

Four drivers get eliminated
every three races during the play-
offs until there is only four remain-
ing for a winner-take-all finish at the
Homestead-Miami Speedway.
Since there only are three races to
stay alive, drivers, even seven-time
champions, to feel forced to take
immediate advantage of any op-

portunity without contemplating the
long-term consequences.

“I wish I wouldnʼt have been so
focused on a race win and I could
have transferred and kept my
championship hopes alive, but we
had such a good car and just one
of those split-second decisions to
race for the win instead of for the
points and it bit me,” Johnson said.

“I knew where I was on the
math. I didnʼt think that I
was going to crash or spin
trying to overtake him like
I did. I thought I was mak-
ing a calculated move and
giving myself the chance
to win and unfortunately, it
didnʼt turn out that way.”

Like Johnson, the
only thing that mattered to
Truex was winning. The
fact he easily qualified for

the next round was of little solace.
“He [Johnson] wasnʼt ever going

to make it through that corner
whether I was there or not,” he
said. “Just desperation on his part
and pretty stupid really if you think
about it because he was locked
into the next round and now heʼs
out. I guess if thereʼs a silver lining,
thatʼs it.

“It would have been really fun to
take it to Victory Lane, but at the
end of the day it wasnʼt meant to be
and weʼll move on to the next one.”

Johnsonʼs elimination may be a
necessary step in rebuilding the
Hendrick Motorsports dynasty. The
four-car organization has just one
victory this year. Chase Elliott and
Alex Bowman are among the
Round of 12 survivors for Hendrick,
but both need to improve their cur-
rent spots – Elliott is ninth, Bowman

is 12th – if they want to advance to
the third round.

Johnson could be a huge bene-
fit during the next seven races
since he now can focus on finding
speed and winning a race. Now 43,
Johnson is the anchor, emotionally
and professionally, of a team that
features three other drivers who
are 25 or younger.

“It would be a disappointing year
if we didnʼt win a race,” Johnson
said. “Iʼve set a high bar to win
since my rookie year, so winning a
race seems like something we
should be able to do. If that doesnʼt
happen, Iʼd certainly be disap-
pointed.

“Youʼre not human if it doesnʼt
bother you, and I do know that I
have a role in the performance of
this car and a leadership role in the

team. I donʼt know that I am re-
sponsible for where weʼre at as
well. It has been hard on me. There
have been days and weeks and,
unfortunately, months when Iʼm
much stronger dealing with it and
other times when itʼs a little more
difficult.”

Itʼs safe to expect Johnson and
Hendrick to figure things out. Thatʼs
what championship teams do. With
so much to lose, Johnson dared to
push too hard on Sunday to win a
single race. It will take that same
over-the-top drive to get back into
Victory Lane and championship
contention.

“Iʼm just trying to pull it back in
and not get ahead of myself in
some respects,” Johnson said.
“Just execute at a high level, which
I know how to do.”
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Johnson Drives Out of
the Playoffs

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws 10-13
Monster Energy Cup 4 Knoxville Nationals 13
XFINITY 5 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 14
NASCAR Touring 6-7 OnTrack 15-16
CARS Tour 7 Martinsville LM 17
P.A.S.S. 8 ShorTrack 18-20
ARCA/CRA 9

ON THE COVER:
DAVID GRIFFIN

Jimmie Johnson (48) comes to a stop after his run-in with Martin Truex Jr. (78) on the last lap of the
Bank of America ROVAL 400, ending his 2018 quest for the championship. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



The wait is finally
over. When Charlotte
Motor Speedway an-
nounced last year that
their fall 2018
NASCAR races would
be held on their newly-
designed ROVAL, the
motorsports world has
been anticipating this
weekend. Then, when
the 2018 schedule
placed the races in the
playoffs for the Xfinity
and Monster Energy
Cup Series, the hype

continued to grow.
The Drive for the Cure 200

would be the second race in the
first round of playoffs
for the Xfinity Series
and the Bank of Amer-
ica ROVAL 400 would
be the third and final
race in the first round of
the Monster Energy
Cup Series playoffs. In-
tense pressure for cer-
tain added to the two
playoff series.

The design and
characteristics of the ROVAL at
Charlotte Motor Speedway did not
develop overnight. The process
was actually three years in the
making. The ROVAL would com-
bine both portions of the 1.5-mile
tri-oval track with the infield road
course. Together, the course would
measure 2.28-miles with 17 turns
and an elevation change of 35 feet.
A total of 35,380 total work hours
when into the ROVAL course proj-
ect. In addition to the layout of the
course, the speedway installed
eight new caution lights on the in-
field section. A total of 30,000 tires
were used for packs around the
ROVAL. Also, more than 5,400 gal-
lons of paint were used to trans-
form the track with a patriotic red,
white, and blue scheme for Amer-
icaʼs Home for Racing.

The frontstretch of the track saw
112,000 square feet of synthetic
field turf installed to replace the
previously grassed area. An addi-
tional 1,500 linear feet of wheel
fence and 7,500 linear feet of steel
cable was added at the track. Plus,
a new infield fan bridge would link
the infield with the pit and garage
area. The bridge would measure 85
feet long, nine feet wide, with a
clearance of 13ʼ6” above the track
in turns three and four. The steel
structure would weigh 40,000
pounds and require 4,000 work
hours to complete.

The Fall NASCAR weekend at
Charlotte always brings new and
exciting fan activities as well. This
year, the speedway added a ferris
wheel for the fans to enjoy. The 90-
foot ferris wheel was located at the
Turn 4 Sun Deck and provided an
outstanding view of the track and
infield throughout the weekend. In
case you havenʼt noticed, having a
ferris wheel at your track appears
to be the new “fad” at several facil-
ities this year.

There are always a huge num-
ber of celebrities at the Fall Char-
lotte races and this year was no
exception. A Sammy Hagar and
The Circle concert was held during
the weekend in the infield and was

free for ticketholders for
either the Xfinity or Cup
Series race. Also, Bank
of America employees
were admitted free to
the concert.

On race day, At-
lanta Braves Hall of
Famer Chipper Jones
and Carolina Panthers
Head Coach Ron
Rivera were just two of

the many celebrities attending the
Bank of America ROVAL 400.

The Media Center at Charlotte
Motor Speedway always is the cen-
ter of attention during race week-
end. This year, several, important
driver and team announcements
were made. JTG Racing an-
nounced that Ryan Preece would
replace AJ Allmindinger in the #47
car in the Monster Energy Cup Se-
ries in 2019. Also, Richard Chil-
dress Racing named Daniel Hemric
as the new driver for their #31 car
in 2019 replacing Ryan Newman.

Did I mention that there were
two races on the new ROVAL
course as well? Driver after driver
expressed their concern about rac-
ing on this course. Several test and
practice sessions prior to actual
race weekend didnʼt help their
blood pressure either. It didnʼt mat-
ter if you were a seasoned veteran
or a rookie, the ROVAL presented
challenges that would be difficult to
manage. And, with so much at
stake for both XFinity and Cup
teams, how would the actual race
unfold?

Needless to say, several teams
in both divisions had their issues in
practice and qualifying. Many had
to go to backup cars and adjust
their weekend strategy.

The Drive for the Cure 200 pro-
vided the first “upset” of the week-
end when Chase Briscoe piloted

the #98 Stewart-0Haas Ford to his
first ever NASCAR Xfinity Series
win. The former ARCA Champ and
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series competitor led 33 laps to
outrace Justin Marks to the check-
ered flag. Marks, an accomplished
road racer, was making his final
NASCAR starts in both series
races at Charlotte. Obviously, the
win for Briscoe was memorable.

“My family never had the money
or anything, so I never thought
stock car racing was even a possi-
bility,” Briscoe said. “I just moved
down here, was sleeping on
couches, volunteering at race
shops, and somehow convinced
the Cunninghams to let me drive
theior ARCA car two years ago.
Won the championship and then
got to drive for Brasd Keselowski.
Now, to be an Xfinity winner, I canʼt
describe the feeling. Itʼs been such
a blessing, just to get to drive for
my hero, Tony Stewart, growing up
in Indiana and being a Sprint Car
guy. To get that call in Victory Lane
from him (Stewart) with that team
was so unbelievable.”    

For race fans who thought the
first Xfinity race on the new ROVAL
was entertaining, they had no idea
what to expect on Sunday for the
Bank of America ROVAL 400. And,
for most of the first 75% of the 109
lap event, not as much beatinʼ and
banginʼ as expected actually oc-
curred. However, all that came to
an end during a late-race restart.
Leader Brad Keselowski had an
issue entering turn one on the
restart, and many of the top chal-
lengers piled into him, or each
other, creating a massive accident.

After the lengthy cleanup, the
final couple laps provided the
nerve-racking, stressful finish that
everyone expected. Coming to the
checkered flag, second-place Jim-
mie Johnson spun and collected
leader Martin Trues Jr. exiting the
final turns. Third-place running
Ryan Blaney saw the path to vic-
tory open up in front of him and he
drove his #12 Ford to win the first-

ever Monster Energy Cup Series
race on the ROVAL.

“When I got out of the bus stop,
I could still see them (78, 48)
through oval turns 3 and 4. They
were really close to each other, and
Jimmie (Johnson) was almost
pushing Truex. I was like, ̒ Might get
physical hereʼ. 

“I donʼt know what happened,
and by the time I was able to see
something, Jimmie was sideways.
When they were just sitting there, I
almost wrecked trying to get
through the chicane as fast as I
could. I was kinda in disbelief. I was
shocked that something like that
happened, but was lucky to be in
that spot. Luck has not been on our
side very often, and sometimes you
find a nut.”

So, the inaugural races on the
ROVAL at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way are in the record books. But,
questions remain. I can imagine the
most asked question was “What
was Jimmie Johnson thinking on
that final lap?” Unless Iʼve been
misinformed for many years, the
goal is to win the overall champi-
onship. Winning the first ROVAL
would be great, but taking a chance
to eliminate yourself from the op-
portunity to advance and race for a
championship was not worth the
risk.   

“Everything we saw from the
competition today was phenome-
nal,” Speedway Motorsports, Inc.
CEO Marcus Smith commented.
“The track was very raceable. I
think this was another of those
amazing, memorable moments for
me and certainly for NASCAR. I
think it lived up to its hype. The roar
from the fans was all I needed to
know. That was a moment that
everyone will remember for a long
time.”

Were the ROVAL races at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway a success? I
believe so, but the overall experi-
ences on and off the track are what
sets Charlotte Motor Speedway
apart from many other tracks. This
year was no exception.
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DENNIS PUNCH

Chase Briscoe takes on the Roval. (NKP photo)



CONCORD, NC -
In a race that was as
wild as advertised in
the closing laps, Ryan
Blaney sped past
crashing Jimmie John-
son and Martin Truex
Jr. in the final corner to
win Sundayʼs inaugu-

ral Bank of America ROVAL 400 at
the Charlotte Motor Speedway
Road Course.

With his first Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series victory of the
season and the second of his ca-
reer, Blaney advanced to Round of
12 in the Playoffs.

Johnson wasnʼt as lucky. The
seven-time series champion was
pressuring Truex on the final lap
and powered his No. 48 Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet Camaro ZL1
to the inside of Truexʼs No. 78 Fur-
niture Row Racing Toyota Camry
off the banking of Turn 15 coming
into the frontstretch chicane.

Johnson spun and collected
Truex as he slid across the asphalt
between Turns 16 and 17, knock-
ing Truexʼs Toyota toward the out-
side wall in the tri-oval. Blaney
drove his No. 12 Team Penske
Ford Fusion between the two
wrecked cars and crossed the fin-
ish line .792 seconds ahead of run-
ner-up Jamie McMurray.

Because he had blown the chi-

cane, Johnson stopped on the
frontstretch as mandated by
NASCAR before continuing across
the finish line. He finished eighth
and ended the event tied for 11th in
the Playoff standings with Aric
Almirola and Kyle Larson, who
completed the final lap in a car that
had been all but destroyed in a
Turn 1 wreck after a restart on Lap
104 of 109.

Almirola and Larson got the final
two berths into the Round of 12 on
a tiebreaker based on the best fin-
ish in the current round. Larson
was second at Las Vegas, and
Almirola took fifth place at Rich-
mond. Johnsonʼs best result was
the eighth at Charlotte, leaving him
on the outside with Austin Dillon,
Denny Hamlin and Erik Jones, who
also were eliminated from the Mon-
ster Energy Series Playoffs in Sun-
dayʼs cutoff race.

“Tough weekend, just kind of
avoided some stuff,” Blaney said
after he climbed from his car. “You
hate to see two guys get into it
there and take out two of the best
cars all day. But thatʼs racing some-
times.

“We were just at the right spot at
the right time. Itʼs cool to be in Vic-
tory Lane and move on to the next
round.”

Truex, who led into the final chi-
cane, was understandably disap-

pointed with his 14th-place result.
“Last corner, desperation behind

us, thatʼs what you get,” said Truex,
a four-time winner this season. “I
gave him (Johnson) the inside lane,

and he had the run through
(NASCAR Turn 4), and I was real
tight down there. I let him have the
inside going down inside coming
out of 4 there to the chicane. 

“He just over-drove it and was
never going to make it and he used
me as brakes and turned us both
around. It sucks. We could have
raced side-by-side off the last cor-
ner for a win, and that would have
been cool. The fans would have
been digging it, but instead we fin-
ished 14th and heʼs locked out of
the Playoffs. I guess thatʼs what he
gets.”

Joining Blaney, Larson and
Almirola in Round of 12 of the Play-
offs are Brad Keselowski (Las
Vegas winner), Kyle Busch (Rich-
mond winner), Truex (locked in
after Richmond) and Kevin Harvick
(who qualified for the next round
when he took Sundayʼs green flag.) 

Advancing on points were pole
winner Kurt Busch, Joey Logano,
Chase Elliott, Clint Bowyer and
Alex Bowman. Bowyer ran third on
Sunday, followed by Bowman, Kurt
Busch, Elliott and AJ Allmendinger.
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Ryan Blaney Emerges
from Last-Lap Wreck

as Charlotte Road
Course Winner

Race winner Ryan Blaney takes the celebration to the next level in
Charlotte Motor Speedwayʼs victory lane. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)

Ryan Blaney leaves the melee behind
to take the checkered flag for the
Bank of America Roval 400. (BRIAN
LAWDERMILK/GETTY IMAGES photo)



CONCORD, NC -
Chase Briscoe made
the most of pit strategy
that put him out front
during Saturdayʼs in-
augural NASCAR
Xfinity Series race at
the Charlotte Motor
Speedway Road

Course.
Leading the last 24 of 55 laps in

the Drive for the Cure 200 at the
challenging 2.28-mile, 17-turn road
course—thanks to a pit stop on Lap
26, before the end of Stage 2—
Briscoe held off Justin Marks after
the last restart on Lap 45 and took
the checkered flag 1.478 seconds
ahead of Marksʼ No. 42 Chip
Ganassi Racing Chevrolet.

Driving the No. 98 Ford fielded

by Biagi DenBeste Racing in col-
laboration with Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing, Briscoe claimed his first victory
in the series. Neither
Briscoe nor Marks
are Playoff con-
tenders, given that
neither is running a
full Xfinity Series
season.

"This is unreal,”
an elated Briscoe
said after the race. “I
was four seconds off
in practice, and my
guys stuck behind
me and kept work-
ing with me. It's just
an honor and privi-
lege to drive a race
car and to do it for

my hero, (Stewart-Haas co-owner)
Tony Stewart, and get a win.

"I feel like my career was getting
really bad this year, and I needed
to get my stock back up, and I just
can't believe it. Thanks to all these
fans for coming out—what an awe-
some crowd! I hope you all enjoyed
that race. It's going to be a good
one tomorrow (Sundayʼs Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series
event).”

Briscoe took particular pride in

winning the inaugural race on the
Charlotte Road Course, which
combines an infield section with the
traditional oval punctuated by two
chicanes.

"It's huge to me,” Briscoe said.
“Everybody had to adapt to it and
figure it out, and I don't know that
I'm necessarily the best at it, but I
felt like I just tried not to hit any-
thing, and this thing hardly has a
scratch on it."

Marks, a road-course specialist
who is also running Sundayʼs Bank
of America ROVAL 400 (2 p.m. ET
on NBC, PRN and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio), gave the Char-
lotte Road Course a favorable re-
view.

“These ROVAL races are always
challenging for these series to put
on, given the confines of the oval,
but I thought it was great,” Marks
said. “If weʼre going to reinvigorate
this fan base and weʼre going to re-
gain some positive momentum on
our side, weʼve got to think outside
the box and do things like this.

“So I really applauded the effort
everybody made to put this track
together. The track itself is chal-
lenging… The did a great job of
painting the infield, thereʼs a lot of

grip there, and itʼs a really chal-
lenging course. But you want to
challenge this group of drivers. You
want it to be hard for them…

“I thought it was great. I thought
it was awesome. Youʼve got tight
corners, and then youʼve got the
things wound up to 160 miles an
hour on the oval, and thatʼs a little
bit of everything these cars do.
That makes it an exciting event.”

Pole winner and Playoff driver
Austin Cindric recovered from a

spin in Turn 6 while leading on Lap
14 to finish third in front of Ryan
Preece and series leader Christo-
pher Bell, who has advanced to
Round 2 of the Playoffs by virtue of
his Sept. 21 victory at Richmond.

In fact, Cindric and Daniel Hem-
ric had arguably the two fastest
cars, but, like Cindric, Hemric made
a mistake that cost him a chance to
battle for the win.

On Lap 45, after the final restart,
Hemric blew the frontstretch chi-
cane and paid the prescribed
penalty of a full stop in the tri-oval.
He fell to 15th and fought his way
back to 10th at the finish.

Approaching next weekʼs Playoff
cutoff race at Dover, Bell is the only
driver locked into the second
round. With the field to be trimmed
from 12 to eight contenders after
the Dover race, Cindric is in ninth
place, nine points behind Ross
Chastain in eighth. 

In the wide-open competition for
the top eight spots, only 12 points
separate third place Tyler Reddick
from Chastain.

Matt Tifft, Cole Custer, Kaz
Grala, Tyler Reddick and Hemric
completed the top 10 in Saturdayʼs
race.
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s Chase Briscoe Gets
First Xfinity Win in
Inaugural Charlotte
Road Course Race 

Chase Briscoe is all smiles as he celebrates in front of the crowd
after winning the Drive for the Cure 200 Saturday. (STREETER
LECKA/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Chase Briscoe in the #98 Ford takes on the “turtles” of the new
road course portion of the Roval at Charlotte Motor Speedway.
(SEAN GARDNER/GETTY IMAGES photo)



MERIDIAN, ID -
Hailie Deeganʼs first
season in the
NASCAR K&N Pro
Series has been full of
historic achievements.

She topped them
all Saturday night.

The 17-year-old
from Temecula, Cali-
fornia, led one lap in
the NAPA Auto
Parts/Idaho 208 at

Meridian Speedway. But it was the
most important of them all. Deegan
used a pass on the white-flag lap to
claim the victory and become the
first female driver to win in the his-
tory of the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries.

Twice before Deegan had fin-
ished second in a NASCAR K&N
Pro Series West race, most re-
cently at The Dirt Track at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway two weeks
ago. That tied the seriesʼ record for
highest finish by a woman in either
the K&N Pro Series East or West.

Saturday night, she did one bet-
ter.

“Oh my god,” Deegan said in
Victory Lane. “This has to be the
best day of my life right here. It
doesnʼt get any better than this.
People donʼt understand how many
days, how many hours Iʼve put into
this. How much work Iʼve done to
get to this moment. Itʼs just amaz-
ing … this is the happiest day of my
life. We did it. WOOHOO!”

The East lineage dates to the
formation of the old Busch North in
1987, while the West records go
back to the Pacific Coast Late
Model Seriesʼ first season in 1954.

At Vegas, Deegan became the
first female to win the pole in a
NASCAR K&N Pro Series race.
The NASCAR Next driver has five
top fives and 10 top 10s in 12
starts, and took over the lead in the
Sunoco Rookie of the Year stand-
ings.

The winning move was on her
Bill McAnally Racing teammate
Cole Rouse entering Turn 1, a ma-
neuver that Deegan said she
thought about before performing it.

“I was in bed last night thinking,
ʻIf it comes down, last lap, Iʼm in
second, Iʼm a car length off of him,
what am I going to do?'”, Deegan
said. “And I found that Turn 1 spot.
I knew what exactly I had to do
there. I was doing it to some other
people just getting right under them
to get them a little light to get them,
not wrecking loose, nothing crazy,
but enough to just get a little under
them and make the pass happen.
We did that. I knew exactly what I
had to do the last lap. I did it, we
executed, and we made it happen.”

But one driverʼs triumph is an-
other driverʼs disappointment, as
Rouse came home in second
place, marking the third time in the
last four races heʼs been the run-
ner-up.

“We were going into Turn 1 …
and she doesnʼt lift and drives into
me, gets me completely sideways,”
Rouse said, looking at his beaten
and battered left rear quarter panel
of his No. 99 NAPA Filters Toyota.
“We were going to win that race if it
was run clean, but unfortunately it
wasnʼt. Iʼm just going to go into the
next two races, not give her any
slack and weʼre going to win both

of those. It was a good night, but I
donʼt really care about second,
honestly.”

Pole sitter Derek Kraus brought
his No. 16 NAPA Auto Parts Toyota
home in third, completing a podium
sweep for Bill McAnallyʼs stable out
of Roseville, California. But after
leading over 190 laps without relin-
quishing the top spot, third was a
huge letdown and another in the
string of bad luck for the Stratford,
Wisconsin native.

“We led 190+ laps, then a
lapped car spun again,” Kraus said.
“I was predicting he was going to
roll down because he didnʼt have
his brakes on yet. But he stayed
there, and I was already committed
(to the top) … and I guess
NASCAR ruled me third. I donʼt
know, I guess weʼll go onto Ro-
seville and Kern and win them two.”

K&N Pro Series West champi-
onship points leader Derek Thorn
maintained his lead thanks to a
fourth-place finish, as Sunrise Ford
teammate and challenger for the
title Ryan Partridge rounded out the
top five. Thorn leads Partridge and
Rouse by 32 apiece.

Trevor Huddleston, Matt Levin,
Jeff Jefferson, Kody Vanderwal and
Stingray Robb completed the top
10 at Meridian.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West will take a week off before vis-
iting All American Speedway in Ro-
seville, California, for the
Toyota/NAPA AutoCare 150 pre-
sented by TriCo Welding Supplies
on Saturday October 13.

The NAPA Auto Parts/Idaho 208
is scheduled to air Friday October
5 at 1 p.m. ET on NBCSN.

Kyle Bonsignore Wins
& Justin Bonsignore

Clinches
Championship at

Stafford
STAFFORD, CT - While Kyle

Bonsignore was celebrating his first

career NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour win on Sunday, another mem-
ber of the Bonsignore family, his
cousin Justin, was celebrating
clinching his first championship.

Kyle Bonsignore took the lead
from Doug Coby with just four laps
remaining in the NAPA Fall Final
150 at Stafford Motor Speedway
and went on to capture his first
checkered flag in Whelen Modified
Tour competition.

Justin Bonsignore, who has
seven wins in the first 15 races of
the season, clinched his first cham-
pionship with one race still remain-
ing on the schedule. The Holtsville,
New York, driver may have finished
12th, but he left Stafford with a 64-
point lead in the championship
point standings. The maximum
amount of points a driver can earn
in one event is 48.

“This is great,” Kyle Bonsignore
said. “To come up here in their
backyard, itʼs so tough to run these
races. Everything has to work out
perfect, and today it did. We had a
great car at the end, and thatʼs all
that we needed.”

Kyle started 12th, but worked his
way up through the field in the
midst of a green flag run just past
the halfway point. After pitting for
tires during a late caution, Kyle had
to climb back through the field and
pass Coby, an 11-time Stafford win-
ner, in the process. He rolled the
bottom of Coby in turn three and
completed the pass in just enough
time.

The Bay Shore, New York, driver
was celebrating in just his 11th ca-
reer start.

Justin Bonsignore, who started
from the pole position, ran inside
the top five for much of the race.
However, in the midst of the green
flag run where Kyle was charging
through the field, the two cousins
made contact and Justin went high
in turn three, losing multiple posi-
tions.

(Continued Next Page)
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History With K&N Pro

Series West Win at Meridian

Hailie Deegan celebrates in Meridian Speedway Victory Lane after
winning the NAPA Auto Parts/Idaho 208, the first win for a female in
K&N Pro Series history. (Loren Orr/NASCAR via Getty Images photo)

Kyle Bonsignore celebrates his first career NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fied Tour win at Stafford Motor Speedway. (Adam Glanzman/
NASCAR photo)
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Even though his
quest for another
checkered flag was
over, he collected the
No. 51 Phoenix Com-
munications Chevro-
let, holding it off the
outside wall and
crossing the line 12th.

“Lot of hard years,
and a lot of hard work
over those years,”
Justin Bonsignore
said. “Itʼs been an un-
believable season. We
had a ton of speed
right from the first

practice at Myrtle Beach.”
Craig Lutz, driving a brand new

LFR Chassis, finished second to
Bonsignore, while Coby crossed
the line third after leading 13 of the
final 18 laps.

Chase Dowling, who led a race-
high 84 laps, didnʼt pit for tires dur-
ing the race and faded late,
finishing fourth, while Ron Silk
rounded out the top five.

Rob Summers was sixth, fol-
lowed by Dave Sapienza, Chris
Pasteryak, Timmy Solomito and
Burt Myers.

The NAPA Fall Final 150 will air
on NBCSN on Saturday, October 6,
at 11 p.m.
The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track for the
season-finale at Thompson Speed-
way Motorsports Park on Sunday,
October 14.

Justin Bonsignore celebrates clinching his first NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour championship. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)
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MOORESVILLE,
NC - History will be
made on Saturday,
November 23, 2019
when the CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour
hosts its first ever
event on a road
course at Dominion
Raceway in Thorn-
burg, Virginia. The

Late Model Stock Car event,
around the 12 turn course, will be a
non-points race to close out the
2019 calendar year. 

With anticipation building for this
weekendʼs NASCAR Cup Series
ROVAL race at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway, the CARS Tour along
with Dominion Raceway, wanted to
publicize the event just prior to the
release of the 2019 CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour season sched-
ule. With the addition of road
course events being added to mul-
tiple stock car series schedules
across the country, the timing for an
attempt to see Late Models turning
both left and right felt appropriate.

“This is one of the most exciting
announcements in years for the
world of Late Model racing." stated
Steve Britt, owner of Dominion
Raceway.  "The opportunity for the
drivers of the CARS Tour to race on
our two mile road course should
have fans and competitors totally
elated, and it could only happen at
a facility like Dominion."  

The non-points race around the
2 mile track, which features eight of
twelve turns as left handers, will be

done in comparable format to a
normal CARS Tour race with test-
ing taking place on Friday Novem-
ber 22nd followed by the Saturday
afternoon race on November 23rd.
All aspects of the entry fee, testing,
pit passes, and purse will be similar
to that of a normal CARS Tour
sanctioned race at an oval. 

Testing for the event will take
place over the next year in prepa-
ration for the race with CARS Tour
and Dominion Raceway officials
evaluating rules and requirements
to keep costs down for competitors
anticipating changes to their cars.
An emphasis will be placed when
testing to keep the cars and their
components (transmissions, con-
trol arms, chassis parts, etc.) the
same as what is normally used at
ACSR Tour events.

“I think this is going to be an
awesome event. Thereʼs no secret
that Jack and I, probably more so
me, are all about trying to be fluid
with ideas on how we can stand out
and do something different,” noted
Chris Ragle, CARS Tour Series Di-
rector. “I think this race and the way
we are doing it, is the perfect way
to introduce our competitors and
fans to road course racing. Domin-
ion Raceway is a beautiful facility
that we are familiar with, and the
amount of desire that Steve Britt
has in him to make this work is hard
to ignore. Thereʼs all kinds of stock
car series that host road coursed
races, thereʼs no reason the CARS
Tour canʼt do the same, it just has
to be done right, and we think we

can make that happen on Novem-
ber 23rd, 2019.”  

Dominion Raceway and Enter-
tainment is a multi-use motorsports
facility with a 4/10ths mile high
banked oval and a 2 mile; 12 turn
road course.  Located between
Washington DC and Richmond VA
and just off of I-95 it is THE model
of the modern entertainment
venue.

For more information on facility
visit www.dominionraceway.com. 

For additional information on the
CARS Response Energy Late
Model Stock Tour and the CARS
Response Energy Super Late
Model Tour visit www.carsracing-
tour.com. Be sure to stay active
and social with the tour by liking
“CARS Tour” on Facebook, follow-
ing @CARSTour on Twitter, and
scrolling through photos on Insta-
gram cars_tour.

CARS Response
Energy Tour Releases
2019 Season Schedule

MOORESVILLE, NC - The 2019
calendar year will mark the fifth an-
niversary for the CARS Tour, and
its second season with tour title
sponsor Response Energy Drink
on board. Over the four previous
seasons the CARS Tour has
hosted 85 different races between
both the Super Late Model and
Late Model Stock divisions.
Throughout those events, 353 dif-
ferent drivers have made a start in
CARS Tour competition, with over
$2.1 million dollars in purse money
being paid out during that period.  

With the 2018 season champi-
onships still to be decided for both
the Late Model Stock and the
Super Late Model divisions at
South Boston Speedway on No-
vember 3rd, the tour is proud to an-

nounce the 2019 season schedule.
The schedule consists of 11

points races and 1 non-points race
for Late Model Stock Cars and 8
championship points races for
Super Late Models. The CARS Re-
sponse Energy Tour will once again
host events in North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, and Tennessee. For the first
time in series history the tour will
not visit the Palmetto State, how-
ever, the series will make much an-
ticipated returns to familiar tracks in
Southern National, Motor Mile, and
Dominion Raceway. Another stellar
edition to the tour, will be the series
debut at Langley Speedway in
Hampton, Virginia, to go along with
the previously announced non-
points Late Model Stock Car race
on the Dominion Raceway two mile
road course.

“We are proud of this schedule
and we are happy to get it out early
so our competitors, fans, and our
partner tracks can plan appropri-
ately for the 2019 season. While
we are sad to see awesome events
at tracks like Wake County and
Myrtle Beach go away, thereʼs no
doubt that theyʼll be back with the
CARS Tour in the future. Weʼve al-
ways made it a priority to mix things
up on our schedule to prevent it
from becoming stale,” explained
CARS Tour Series Director, Chris
Ragle.

“With that said I think we have
great 2019 schedule at some phe-
nomenal facilities. With the return
of the Touring 12 program, the
$500 bonus for running three races
in a row, The Old North State Na-
tionals for Late Model Stocks, 40%
of the Super Late Model races pay-
ing $10,000 to win, two co-sanc-
tioned Super Late Model events,
and the 3rd Annual Mid Atlantic
Classic we should have a great fifth
anniversary season ahead of us.”
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Event in 2019



BARRE, VT -
Hometown stock car
racer Nick Sweet
nailed down his first
Super Late Model
race win on Friday
night, holding off Que-
bec competitor and
fellow former Milk
Bowl winner Patrick
Laperle in an out-
standing 150-lap Pro
All Stars Series Super
Late Model main
event, highlighting

Northfield Savings Bank Night Be-
fore The Milk Bowl action at Thun-
der Road International Speedbowl
in Barre, Vermont.

Sweet, a two-time track cham-
pion at the high-banked, 1/4-mile
oval, spent the opening portion of
the race chasing Jeremy Davis.
Sweet claimed the race lead on the
36th circuit, setting the pace until
current PASS North Super Late
Model points leader DJ Shaw  took
control with 50 laps remaining.

Laperle, always at his best when
the ante rises on the racetrack,
moved in and battled Shaw, swap-
ping the lead as Sweet regrouped
for his final charge. A late restart al-
lowed Sweet to move by Shaw and
back into contention, and after rac-
ing just about side by side for the
final 20 laps Sweet got to the finish
line just ahead of Laperle with
Shaw, the reigning PASS North
Super Late Model champion, third

across the stripe.
Bobby Therien bounced back

from adversity and multiple pit
stops to finish in fourth position.
Likewise, Derek Griffith was fast
but didn't see the breaks go his
way, and the Hudson, New Hamp-
shire competitor ended up in fifth
spot.

Derek Ramstrom just missed out
on a top-five run after racing with
the leaders throughout the 150-lap-
per. Garrett Hall  was seventh, with
early race leader Davis eighth,
bouncing back after spinning off a
lapped car while running in second
position. 

Travis Benjamin lost a bit of
ground in his championship battle
versus Shaw, posting a ninth-place
finish. Newly-crowned Oxford
Plains Speedway Super Late
Model champion Gabe Brown
rounded out the top ten. 

The next Pro All Stars Series
North Super Late Model event is
scheduled for Saturday, October 13
at Oxford Plains Speedway in Ox-
ford, Maine. Post time is 2:00 p.m.
For more information call (207)
539-8865.

Details & Support
Divisions Announced

For Mason-Dixon
Meltdown at Hickory
CHARLOTTE, NC - Officials

from the Pro All Stars Series
(PASS) announced today details

regarding the final race of the 2018
season.  The season will once
again conclude with one of the Mid-
Atlantic regionʼs oldest Super Late
Model races on Saturday, Novem-
ber 10th with the 13th Annual
Mason-Dixon Meltdown at the leg-
endary Hickory Motor Speedway.
The 200 lapper will the final event
of the PASS National Champi-
onship Series to crown the coun-
tryʼs only true nationwide
champion. 

Additionally, several details were
also announced on Tuesday on this
yearʼs Mason-Dixon Meltdown, in-
cluding support divisions.  In an ef-
fort to continue furthering
grassroots racing on all level, the
Street Stocks will be competing for
50 laps and $1000 to win, utilizing
MASS rules.  Although this will be a
non-points race, MASS officials will
be handling all tech and officiating
for this event and will be supplying

the tires.  In addition, the Legends
cars will return to Hickory Motor
Speedway as part of the Melt-
down.  Several PASS Super Late
Model drivers competed in Leg-
ends before climbing the ranks in-
cluding Matt Craig, Roy
Hayes, Gracie Trotter, and Jared
Irvan.

Although a full schedule has not
been posted, teams will have the
opportunity to practice on Friday,
November 9th, while qualifying, last
chance races, and features for the
PASS Super Late Models, Street
Stocks and Legends will take place
on Saturday afternoon, November
10th.    

Entry forms for upcoming events
at Thunder Road Int̓ l Speedbowl, Ox-
ford Plains Speedway, Seekonk
Speedway and the inaugural PASS
Commonwealth Classic at Rich-
mond Raceway are available
at ProAllStarsSeries.com.

P.A
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Nick Sweet Prevails in SLM
Thriller at Thunder Road

Nick Sweet celebrates with his family in victory lane after winning
at Thunder Road International Speedbowl. (Norm Marx photo)



SALEM, IN - Vet-
eran Michigan racer
Brian Campbell made
CRA history on a very
historical day for the
JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour Presented by
Chevrolet Perform-
ance. Sundayʼs Fall
Brawl 100 Presented
by JEGS.com at
Lucas Oil Raceway
was the series 100th

event, Campbell passed early
leader Jeff Cannon to take the lead
on lap 70, from there cruised to the
win, his series leading fourth win of
the season and his ninth all-time
series win, passing current
NASCAR Xfininty Series racer
Daniel Hemric, who will be racing in
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series in 2019, as the all-time se-
ries wins leader. Campbell won the
series first ever event in April of
2011.

“Anytime you can pass some-
one like Daniel Hemric for a record,
thatʼs something special,” Camp-
bell remarked in victory lane.  “Heʼs
a NASCAR driver and one of the
best in the business. Anytime you
can do something like that itʼs
pretty cool. This is the first year in a
handful of years we ran more than
one or two races with the JEGS
Tour, but it is pretty special to solid-
ify our name and team in the record
book, that means a lot to us and
hopefully Iʼm around for 100 more.”

2016 event winner Cannon took
full advantage of his pole starting
position after Lisa Thomas Salon
Fast Qualifier Jack Dossey III drew
an eight for the events inverted
start. The top five battled hard for
several laps before former
ARCA/CRA Super Series Cham-
pion Chuck Barnes Jr. was able to
get second and close on Cannon.
Barnes Jr. applied pressure to Can-
non on several occasions but could
not make the pass. Campbell and
2017 series Rookie of the Year
Carson Hocevar made their way
into the top five, but settled in and
let the laps go by.

A caution on lap 55 for debris
bunched the field up and gave sev-
eral cars the opportunity to get in
the battled for the lead on the next
restart. The yellow flag flew again
on lap 64 when Evan Shotko spun
on the front stretch with rear-end
problems. Campbell had now
moved into second place, putting

him in position to make the pass on
the bottom to take the lead on the
lap 70 restart. From there Campbell
would pull away to get the win by
close to a second over Hocevar.

Hocevar would finish in second
and pick up the Fluidyne High Per-
formance Cool Under Pressure
Award. Two time ARCA/CRA Super
Series Champion Travis Barden
worked his way from close to the
tail of the field to finish in third after
pulling his car out of impound for
adjustments.

Cannon would finish in fourth
place. Barnes Jr. would hold on to
finish in fifth place. Michael Clancy
Jr. was the top Chase for the
Championship finishing driver, with
his finish he was one of the four
Chase drivers to lock himself into
racing for the Championship on Oc-
tober 12th at Winchester Speed-
way. 2017 series Champion Jack
Dossey III finished in seventh and
also locked himself into racing for
his second consecutive Champi-
onship at Winchester.

Mason Keller finished in ninth
after starting 22nd. His team also
pulled their car out of impound to
make adjustments before the race,
which paid off with his finish. Keller
earned a Great Lake Tire/Hoosier
Racing Tire Performance Award
and the DGR-CROSLEY Rookie of
the Race Award. With his win in the
September 2nd series event at
Winchester, Keller is also one of
the four drivers to race for the se-
ries Championship at Winchester
and is leading the DGR-CROSLEY
Rookie of the Year points. For their
hard work in giving Keller a much
better car for the race, Kellerʼs crew
picked up the PitBoxes.com Pit
Crew of the Race Award.

The fourth and final driver to
earn a shot at the 2018 series
Championship was Mandy Chick.
Chick had a late race battle with
Chad Pendleton over the last laps
of the race. Chick was able to hold
off Pendleton, which gave her
enough points to earn the final spot
in the Championship event.

Rookie Tyler Hufford was the
only other Chase for the Champi-
onship driver who was trying to
continue in the Chase for the
Championship. Chick and Hufford
actually tied in points over the two
playoff Chase races, but the tie
breaker was who had the best
overall finish in those races and
that was Chick with a sixth place

finish at Winchester. Hufford and
his team put in a valiant effort
throughout the season trying to win
the series Championship and the
DGR-CROSLEY Rookie of the
Year.

The next series event will be the
series Season Championship
event on Friday, October 12th at
Winchester Speedway, part of the
opening events for the Winchester
400 Weekend. More information on
all the CRA Series is available at
www.cra-racing.com.

Lots of Talent in the
Early Entries for the

47th Annual
Winchester 400

SALEM, IN - There are already
several of the top racers from
around the country entered for the
upcoming 47th Annual Winchester
400 Presented by Voreʼs Welding
and Steel, which takes place on the
famous High Banks of Winchester
Speedway in Winchester, Indiana
on Sunday, October 14th. The
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS sanctioned event is one
of the top short track events in the
country. Some of the past winners
since CRA began sanctioning the
event include names like Kyle
Busch, Chase Elliott, Erik Jones,
David Stremme, Ross Kenseth,
Scott Hantz, Brian Ross, Travis
Braden, Ryan Lawler, Boris Ju-
rkovic, Bobby Parsley, and last
yearʼs winner Noah Gragson.  

To date, 2016 Winchester 400
winner Travis Braden is the only
former event winner entered for the
400, but there are several great
drivers looking to be able to stand
in Winchester 400 victory lane
holding the rifle. Two time
ARCA/CRA Super Series Cham-
pion Braden has been racing full-
time with the ARCA Racing Series
in 2018, where he is fifth in points
with four top five finishes. 

NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series competitor Harrison Burton,
son of former NASCAR competitor
and now NBC NASCAR racing
commentator Jeff Burton, looked to
have last yearʼs Winchester 400
won until having to come to pit road
on lap 393 with broken wheel
studs, which ended his day. Burton
is entered to try and get that victory
that eluded him last year. 

2018 CRA SpeedFest winner
Chandler Smith is entered looking
to improve upon his third place fin-
ish in last yearʼs 400. 

Rapheal Lessard is entered to
try and pick up another big victory
in 2018. The Canadian racer won
the Super Late Model event with

the Short Track U.S. Nationals at
Bristol Motor Speedway in May and
won the Redbud 400 at Anderson
Speedway in July. Lessard led 46
laps of the 2016 400 before his day
ended with a wreck on lap 395. 

California racer Tyler Ankrum is
entered to compete in his first 400.
Ankrum picked up his first CRA win
in the ARCA/CRA Super Series
Glass City event at Toledo Speed-
way on September 15th. 

Steve Wallace, son of NASCAR
legend Rusty Wallace, is entered to
make a return to the 400 in hopes
of claiming the 400 rifle trophy. The
2017 Redbud 400 winner finished
in fourth place in last yearʼs 400.   

Former Southern Super Series
Champion Donnie Wilson is en-
tered. The Oklahoma native always
has a fast car at Winchester, he just
needs some good luck to get him to
victory lane.

Three time ARCA/CRA Super
Series Champion Johnny Van-
Doorn is the series all-time winner
at Winchester Speedway with five
wins, he is entered for this yearʼs
400 seeking his first victory in that
prestigious event. VanDoorn has
one series win in 2018, which was
at Kalamazoo Speedway.  

Georgia native Corey Heim is
entered to compete in his first ever
Winchester 400. He is currently
third in Southern Super Series
points. 

The four Chase for the Champi-
onship drivers who will compete for
the 2018 ARCA/CRA Super Series
Championship in the Winchester
400 are entered including Josh
Brock, who picked up his first se-
ries win in May at Anderson Speed-
way, Senneker Performance
Rookie of the Year points leader
Austin Kunert, who picked up his
first series win at Kil-Kare Raceway
in June, Hunter Jack and fellow
rookie Jon Beach. 

Other top CRA drivers entered
for the 400 include 2017 Winches-
ter Labor Day Weekend series win-
ner Dalton Armstrong, 2016 400
runner-up Eddie Van Meter, Jack
Dossey III, Dan Leeck, Carson Ho-
cevar, Kyle Crump, Greg Van Alst
and Michael Simko.  

The Winchester 400 is 400 laps
counting cautions and is a 12 tire
race. 

The event will pay $16,000 to
win plus bonuses, which includes
$10,000 in lap leader money, which
is $25 per lap led. There will be
bonuses of $1000, $600 and $400
to the top three finishing traveling
non-regular CRA teams.

Additional track and event infor-
mation can be found at www.win-
chesterspeedway.com.

CR
A R

ac
ing

Campbell Wins JEGS/CRA
All-Stars Tour 100th Event

at Fall Brawl



M E C H A N I C S -
BURG, PA - The all-
time Williams Grove
win leader, Lance
Dewease, passed
Brock Zearfoss on Lap
24 and never looked
back to win his 15th
World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car
Series Feature of his
career. Dewease, full
of emotion in Victory

Lane, dedicated the $56,000
Champion Racing Oil National
Open win to the late, great Greg
Hodnett. Daryn Pittman came from
eighth to second with Brian Monti-
eth completing the podium at the
famous Williams Grove Speedway.

Zearfoss won the first of two
Sears Craftsman Dashes to earn
the pole for the 40-Lap Feature
alongside Dewease, who won the
second Dash. Zearfoss, who
scored his first career World of Out-
laws win last year at Williams
Grove, got a strong start and led
the opening lap.

Dewease didnʼt let Zearfoss out
of his sights, as Brian Montieth
passed Brian Brown for third on
Lap 7. Zearfoss reached the back
of field on Lap 8 and began to ma-
neuver through traffic before the
caution flew Brad Sweet and
Donny Schatz, as the top two in
World of Outlaws in points sat atop
turn two, with 12 laps complete.
Schatz returned at the rear but
Sweet was done for the evening.

The ensuing double-file restart
saw Zearfoss maintain control and
turn under a Dewease slide job on
Lap 15 to retain the lead. Dewease
was determined and not going
away, chipping away on the bottom
at Zearfossʼ lead.

As Zearfoss once again reached
traffic, Dewease got a huge run
through the middle of turn one to
pull even with Zearfoss down the
backstretch and take command of
the field to lead Lap 24.

At Lap 25, World of Outlaws and
Williams Grove officials made the
decision to throw the caution flag to
prevent a majority of teams from
running out of fuel. The decision
was based on the fact the air qual-
ity was so good and that there were
extra parade laps in honor of Hod-
nett and Johnson.

Following the Open Red, Zear-
foss had something break on the
car entering turn one and he came

to a stop at the end of the
frontstretch. Understandably disap-
pointed, Zearfoss walked away
from his car under his own power.

Brian Montieth assumed second
and threatened Dewease for the
lead on the restart running his typi-
cal cushion-pounding line.

Daryn Pittman found speed on
the bottom and got by Monteith for
second on Lap 27.

At this point, Dewease had es-
tablished he was the class of the
field and powered away from the
field, navigating traffic with ease.
Pittman was formidable and quick,
but never got within striking dis-
tance of Dewease as the Hall of
Famer went on to win his 92nd
Feature at Williams Grove and
fourth National Open.

“This is for Greg [Hodnett]. This
whole week is about Greg. Every-
one that knew him knows how
great of a racer is, but he was an
even better person,” Dewease said
holding back tears in Victory Lane.
“No one understands how difficult
this week has been,” Dewease
added somberly. “I wanted this one
bad for this team. You always want
to run well at this race, we had
some bad luck last year,” Dewease
said about his Kreitz Racing
No.69K team.

Daryn Pittman was strong and
finished runner-up at the National
Open for the fourth time in his ca-
reer. “This weekend wasnʼt about

Posse or Outlaws, it was about
honoring Greg and it was great to
see Bobbi and Jaxx Johnson as
well,” the well-spoken Oklahoman
said. “I feel that were at the same
pace as the 69K and thatʼs an ac-
complishment in its own right,”
Pittman said with a grin.

Local fan-favorite Brian Montieth
finished third, the best of his Na-
tional Open career, and was
pleased, “We were pretty good, Iʼm
sitting here, real proud.”

Tim Shaffer finished fourth with
Ryan Smith completing the top-
five. Shane Stewart earned KSE
Hard Charger honors coming from
22nd to ninth.

Gio Scelzi was awarded $1300
from the Beerhill Gang as the Na-
tional Open Rookie of the Year and
Chad Trout earned $1527 from Dirt
Track Digest and SprintCarUnlim-
ited.com with the ʻJust Missed
Awardʼ.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series continues its 40th
Anniversary Season next Saturday,
October 6 at Fulton Speedway in
New York during NAPA Super DIRT
Week. If you canʼt make it to the
track, watch all the action LIVE
on DIRTVision.com.

Gio Scelzi Becomes
Youngest WoO Winner

in Series History
MECHANICSBURG, PA - On an

emotional night in Pennsylvania
Posse country, it was neither the lo-
cals or Outlaws in Victory Lane, as
California phenom Gio Scelzi
passed two-time National Open
Champion David Gravel to lead
Lap 16 and never looked back to
win his first career World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint Car Series
Victory on the opening night of the 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Lance Dewease Wins
Emotional Williams Grove

National Open

Lance Dewease celebrates in victory lane afer bringing home the
win at Williams Grove for the Williams Grove National Open. (Paul
Arch photo)



Continued…

Champion Racing Oil
Williams Grove Na-
tional Open. Scelzi be-
comes the youngest
driver to ever win a
World of Outlaws race
at the ripe age of 16
years old. Gravel set-
tled for second with
Lucas Wolfe complet-
ing the podium.
Gravel won the first of
two Sears Craftsman
Dashes to the earn
the pole for the Fea-
ture, which went 27
laps in honor of five-

time Williams Grove Track Cham-
pion and 1993 World of Outlaws
Rookie of the Year, Greg Hodnett.
Gio Scelzi won the second Dash to
start outside the front row.

Gravel got the jump on the initial
start and led the opening circuit
with Scelzi in tow. Logan
Schuchart, while running third,
brought out the first caution of the
evening, coming to a stop on the
backstretch with five laps complete.
That set up the first of three double-
file restarts. Gravel elected the bot-
tom on this one, putting Scelzi to
his outside.

Gravel remained out front on the
restart, but it was evident that
Scelzi was a threat as he stayed
right with the CJB Motorsports No.5
around the paperclip shaped half-
mile. 2017 Track Champion Fred-
die Rahmer maneuvered his way
into third from eighth and tried to
close in on the lead duo.

Sheldon Haudenschild brought
out the caution with 11 laps com-
plete and this time Gravel elected
the top on the double-file restart.

Again, Gravel remained out front
as Scelzi took a peak underneath
for the lead once again.

Carson Macedo, aboard the
Jason Johnson Racing No.41,
brought out the final caution of the
evening on Lap 15. Gravel elected
the bottom on the double-file
restart, once again giving Scelzi the
outside. Gravel entered high into
turn one and tried to catch momen-
tum to get a run off of turn two.

Scelzi pitched his Indy Race
Parts No.71 hard to the bottom,
couldnʼt complete the slide job, but
maintained speed on the bottom
and pulled even with Gravel under
the bridge and edged in front head-
ing into turn three.

Scelzi, now in command of the
field, powered away to lead Lap 16.

Lucas Wolfe moved by Freddie
Rahmer into third and set his eyes
on the leaders. For the first time,

the leaders would reach lapped
traffic as Gio Scelziʼs job was far
from done. Scelzi approached traf-
fic and Gravel closed in, looking to
steal a win from the young Califor-
nia native.

With two to go, Gravel was
within three car lengths as Scelzi
continued to run the cushion
through traffic. Gravel pitched the
car hard into turn three before com-
ing to the White Flag.

With Scelzi carrying speed on
the cushion and a lapped on the
bottom, there was no room for
Gravel to make a last-ditch effort,
as Gio Scelzi crossed under the
Checkered Flag .732 seconds
ahead of Gravel to become the
youngest World of Outlaws winner
in the Series 40-year history.

“I donʼt think I am ever going to
believe this one,” Scelzi said in Vic-
tory Lane when track announcer
Bruce Ellis asked him about the
night. “I was so good at the begin-
ning, I was afraid I wouldnʼt be any
good at the end. David is good
here, heʼs a two-time National
Open winner,” Scelzi, engulfed in
positive emotion, said.

“I donʼt know what to say, we
could work anywhere. Hopefully we
can Qualify good tomorrow and
see what we can do,” Scelzi, who
was grinning cheek-to-cheek,
added about his chances tomorrow
for the $56,000 payday.

David Gravel settled for second
and was understandably disap-
pointed.

“I didnʼt know what to do on the
restarts, I tried both lanes. When I
was on the outside, I didnʼt take off
as well as I would have liked, so I
went back to the bottom to try and
protect myself from the slide job,”
Gravel said of the pass for the lead.
“Congrats to Gio, that first career
win is hard to get, especially at
Williams Grove,” Gravel added in

good spirits. “Tomorrow is 13 more
laps and pays a lot more to win, so
hopefully we can finish one spot
better.”

Lucas Wolfe was the highest fin-
ishing local and also applauded
young Scelzi, “What a tremendous
result for him, congrats to him. It
wasnʼt a bad night for us, we
passed some good cars to get up
here and hopefully we can do a lit-
tle better tomorrow,” Wolfe said.

After Scelzi, Gravel and Wolfe
crossed the finish line, Freddie
Rahmer and Tim Shaffer got to-
gether battling for fourth, resulting
in Shaffer ending up backwards at
the bottom of turn four, bringing out
the Yellow and Checkered simulta-
neously. Unfortunately for Shaffer,
who was a couple hundred feet
from a top-five finish, as the cause
of the yellow, he was scored as the
last car on the lead lap, which was
21st.

Freddie Rahmer officially fin-
ished fourth with 12th-starting
Shane Stewart completing the top-
five. Donny Schatz earned KSE
Hard Charger Honors coming from
22nd to complete the top ten.

Logan Schuchart set Quick Time
over an outstanding field of 50 cars,
worth $327 courtesy of Fast Teeʼs.
Schuchart generously donated his
bonus to Sherry Hodnett. Schatzʼs
effort also earned him a $500
bonus courtesy of Wicked Cushion,
which he generously donated to
the Hodnett family as well.

World of Outlaws to
Conclude 40th

Season in Charlotte at
World Finals

CONCORD, NC - The World of
Outlawsʼ 40th Anniversary Season
has been an excellent, yet emo-
tionally trying, year-long journey
across the country. The Greatest

Show on Dirt has lived up to its
name on and off the track during
the 2018 season. On track, the en-
thralling side-by-side action on a
nightly basis has been unparal-
leled, and dirt track racing as a
whole is riding a large uptick in
general popularity. Off the track, the
Series has revolutionized the Sprint
Car racing world with DIRTVi-
sion.com bringing every night of
World of Outlaws action to fans,
sponsors and families at an afford-
able monthly price. The 40th an-
niversary season has been
remarkable and will culminate with
a well-deserved crowning at one of
the biggest motorsport events in
the world, the World of Outlaws
World Finals presented by Can-Am
at The Dirt Track at Charlotte Motor
Speedway.

Barring the unthinkable, Donny
Schatz will be crowned champion
for the tenth time in his illustrious
career, second only to Steve
Kinser. Schatz and his Tony Stew-
art Racing No.15 team are the
model of excellence, not recording
a single DNF and finishing outside
the top-ten just four times in 61
events thus far.

The Fargo, ND native has 19
wins on the season, including the
Outlaw Showdown at The Dirt
Track in Charlotte back in May.

Each year when the World of
Outlaws invades Charlotte for the
Outlaw Showdown in May, a seem-
ingly unexpected winner garners
attention on one of Sprint Car rac-
ingʼs biggest stages.

2017 saw Logan Schuchart win
a thrilling race, and in 2016 Greg
Wilson scored the popular victory.

Back in 2015, South Dakotaʼs
Dusty Zomer shocked the racing
world with his lone World of Out-
laws win, and the year prior Mid-
west Kingpin Brian Brown scored
his first career Outlaw triumph at
the 4/10-mile oval, both of those
wins coming during the World Fi-
nals.

Schatzʼ win at Charlotte in May
was certainly not unexpected,
which opens the door for the model
to flip and an unexpected winner to
emerge during the World Finals.
The Dirt Track at Charlotte is well-
liked by fans and drivers alike.
“Charlotte is an excellent race
track. Thereʼs always at least two
racing lines, and the surface seems
to fit my teamʼs liking,” said Logan
Schuchart, who finished third at
Charlotte in May.

Last year Saturday night was a
sell out, so donʼt wait, get your tick-
ets today. As always, if you canʼt
make it to the track, watch every
lap LIVE on DIRTVision.com.
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Gio Scelzi, the youngest driver to win at World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series Feature, celebrates in victory lane at Williams
Grove Speedway on the opening night of the Willams Grove National
Open. (Paul Arch photo)



CHILLICOTHE,
OH - Getting that first
win on a national tour
for most young guns
usually takes a lot of
time and frustration.
Doing it again, how-
ever, is very different,
let alone on the very
next night. Most peo-
ple would never have
bet that “Terbo” Tyler
Erb would sweep both
nights of the Outlaw
Invasion at Atomic

Speedway before this weekend,
and yet, he did, taking the race lead
away from runner-up Mike Marlar
on a last-lap pass for the win.

“It means a lot to be able to be
able to race with these guys like we
do and finally have the results that
I feel like we should have,” Erb
said.

The battle amongst the leaders
really began to heat up around lap
20, when Erb moved into second
around Mike Marlar and Chris Mad-
den and appeared hot on then-
leader Brandon Sheppardʼs tail. He
made the pass for the lead on lap
23 and held it across the stripe be-
fore Sheppard dove into turn one
and snatched it right back. A yellow
came out just a few laps later, set-
tling Erb alongside Marlar.

Erb gave Marlar the bottom lane
for the restart, which proved to be
the wrong decision, as Marlar took
second back immediately and ran
with the spot until the final lap.
Sheppard made a costly mistake
getting into turn one on lap 40, al-
lowing both Marlar and Erb to
sneak by on the inside. By this
time, the leaders were in deep
lapped traffic, which made things a
little dicey for the last ten laps.

Sheppard was able to battle
back on the inside to reclaim the
runner-up spot briefly, before Erb
found the rocket boosters, blasting
by Sheppard and charging after
Marlar with less than five laps to
go.

Corner by corner, Erb closed the
gap and saw his opportunity with
the white flag in the air. He threw it
very hard into turn one, riding the
top edge of the track, and got a big
blast off of turn two, pulling dead
even under Marlar as they drag
raced down the backstretch. With-
out making any contact, Erb dive-
bombed into turn three and slid up
in front of Marlar to secure the spot.
Down the frontstretch he came
once more, a winner yet again with

the World of Outlaws.
Erb started a little further ahead

in the field than he did the night be-
fore; 13th instead of 17th. But the
track conditions were much less
aggressive than the previous night,
which allowed drivers to maneuver
the racing grooves a bit easier. This
opened up more opportunities to
make clean passes, which Erb took
full advantage of, picking off 12
cars total and claiming Hard
Charger honors in the process.

“Tonight, it was easier and
harder, in a sense,” Erb said. “They
left the top [groove] open for me, I
mean, the whole race I think I
passed every car on the top.”

“The track was slower and defi-
nitely not as dangerous,” Erb con-
tinued. “But at the same time, it
was very easy to make mistakes.”

Mike Marlar wrapped up his
weekend with another top-five fin-
ish, this time in second, after the
very exciting battle with Erb in the
closing laps.

“The way [turns] one and two
were tonight, you could get a huge
run there,” Marlar said. “That lap, a
guy went up in front of me and I
had to maneuver him and it just
broke momentum and Tyler got
me.”

Going down the backstretch on
lap 50, Marlar and Erb were neck
and neck. Marlar had a plan in case
Erb tried to use the slidejob, but it
came up just a bit short.

“I wanted to go in there and hug
to him as tight as I could,” Marlar
said. “And if he didnʼt pull the [slide-
job] off, I maybe could have just
had the momentum back by him off
turn four.”

Perhaps the most notable thing
about the last-lap battle of Erb and
Marlar was that there was no con-
tact made at any point during the
action, even when Erb completed
the slidejob. Marlar went up to Erb
in Victory Lane and gave him a gi-
gantic bear hug as they celebrated
a great race. It just speaks volumes
about how fierce competitors can
be on the track and great of friends
they can be when the helmets
come off.

“[Tylerʼs] done an awesome job,”
Marlar said of Erb after the race.
“Iʼm really proud of how well heʼs
come along, heʼs such a great kid.
Itʼs fun to race with him, and I fully
trust him in these situations, which
is nice too.”

Brandon Sheppard once again
found himself third on the podium
at the end of the Sears Craftsman

Feature. Not a bad outing for the
Rocket Chassis number one, but
Sheppard said he knew he had the
car to beat on both nights.

“Third place, weʼll take it,” Shep-
pard said. “I think we had the car to
win the race, for sure. We had a re-
ally car, and everything was in line
for us to get the win.”

Ultimately, it came down to a
very costly mistake on the topside
of turns one and two. With just ten
laps to go, Sheppard got a little too
high entering turn one, throwing
him up against the wall and over
the top edge of the track. Marlar
and Erb snuck by on the inside,
and Sheppard was unable to earn
the spots back.

“Out front, I had the better car, I
think,” Sheppard said. “I just
messed up. The good thing is that I
canʼt say that very often.”

After the race was over, sixth-
place finisher Chris Madden pulled
up alongside Sheppard on the
frontstretch and appeared to be
having some sort of impromptu dis-
pute of fault. This was reportedly
due to some prior contact made be-
tween the two on the track over
both nights of action at Atomic, cul-
minating with some crew members
and Series officials gathering to-
gether near the cars in the effort to
sort things out.

No violent acts ensued, but tem-
pers definitely appeared to be boil-
ing in the high heat of this points
battle. Madden declined an oppor-
tunity for comment, but Sheppard
said Madden was upset over his al-
leged rough driving earlier in the
weekend.

“He was mad because we got
together whenever I passed him
there,” Sheppard said. “I really just
donʼt see a reason to be mad after
what he did to me last night.”

With the Chi-Town Showdownʼs
cancelling in observance of the

World 100 at Eldora, there are now
only two races left to settle this in-
tense points battle between Mike
Marlar, Chris Madden and Brandon
Sheppard. The Dirt Track at Char-
lotte will serve as the battleground
for what is sure to be two fierce
nights of competition.

Erb Finally Tastes
Outlaws Victory at

Atomic
CHILLICOTHE, OH - A driverʼs

first win is always special, but when
itʼs been almost three years in the
making, some drivers can easily
get frustrated. Tyler Erb never lost
his composure once on Friday
night at Atomic Speedway, as he
picked up $8,000 and his very first
World of Outlaws Craftsman Late
Model Series win in the early hours
of Saturday morning.

“I never would have thought Iʼd
have won come the start of the fea-
ture,” Erb said. “I just wasnʼt really
that great going into it, but it just all
worked out. It raced a lot better in
the feature than anyone expected,
so that helped. Nothing fell off, it
was just our night.”

Heavy rains that soaked the
track through in the days before the
event, combined with the sub-60
evening temperatures and high hu-
midity made for a very rough racing
surface – one of the roughest the
Outlaws raced on all season. Pot-
holes, ruts and other tiny obstacles
claimed big pieces of other driversʼ
nights, as entrants like Jason
Jameson and Steve Casebolt went
through difficulty keeping their cars
in one piece during the race.

But Erb was smooth, super
smooth in the feature through each
corner, using all three lanes to
make passes on his way up to the
top spot. He made 16 of them, 

(Continued Next Page)
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Weekend

Tyler Erb raced his way to victory lane both nights at Atomic
Speedway for the weekend sweep. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

most of which were in-
side of 20 laps, having
to change grooves
several times in order
to get by. Erb said he
actually looked to
those that were faster
than him early on for
ideas on which lane
was the fastest.

“Thatʼs where I
picked up the most
speed, I feel like, in
three and four” Erb
said. “I could just run
in between the holes
almost and get a bet-

ter drive off of [turn] four than most
people could. I think thatʼs where I
made the most ground up.”

“Terbo” was forced to come from
the 17th starting spot, as he had to
run one of the two Last Chance
Qualifier races after finishing one
spot out of a transfer position in
heat two. As a whole, his night may
not have started out the way he
would have liked, but it worked out
better than he could have ever
hoped for in the end.

Erb has won other feature races
before, including one at the Late
Model Knoxville Nationals earlier
this month, but never a World of
Outlaws tour race. Now that the
monkeyʼs off his back, Erb said
heʼs looking forward to what his fu-
ture holds as an Outlaw.

“Itʼs exciting, this is three years
in the making and Iʼm just thankful
itʼs over” Erb said. “I never really
thought about winning that deal
until I got to second and knew I was
good enough to race with [Moran].
Now, I can hopefully move on to
more wins and more consistent
runs.”

Devin Moran was having quite
the race out front and looking to be
a repeat winner, as he led 34 of the
40 scheduled laps. Unfortunately
for him, Erb just seemed to have
the better setup at the end of the
race, as he made the pass for the
lead with only six laps to go on a
bonzai slidejob in turn one.

“Itʼs just frustrating, I mean
weʼve brought really good racecars
here lately and we arenʼt quite
where we need to be, obviously,”
Moran said.

Track conditions also bothered

Moran a bit as well, forcing him to
drive where his car did not seem to
want to go.

“It was real bad getting into [turn]
one, so I was trying to go above it,”
Moran said. “I started going to the
bottom and it wasnʼt nearly as
good.”

Tire wear on these rough sur-
faces can also bring about an issue
- something Moran said he should
have been more conscious of.

“I used up my right-rear tire a lit-
tle too hard, I think” Moran said.
“Just a driver error, I probably
shouldnʼt have went that hard that
early. But itʼs one of them deals
where youʼre out front and itʼs hard
to judge.”

Completing the podium was a
driver who went through a lot of
sweat, tears and (literally) blood to
march his car back into the top
three. If it were not for a blown
right-rear tire early on and a rock
flying into the cockpit and breaking
his helmet, Brandon Sheppard
might have had a better shot at the
win.

“We just had a really good
piece,” Sheppard said. “I was a lit-
tle bit sung there toward the end of

the race, but the track was just get-
ting more rough, and the lines I was
running early, you couldnʼt really
run as much later.”

Misfortune struck Sheppard on a
good run yet again this season
when he cut a tire down on lap 15,
forcing the crew to bring out the
hammers and even a grinder, in ad-
dition to the tire gun, to get the
Valvoline No. 1 back onto the track.
Nonetheless, the crew made re-
pairs in a frenzy under yellow, and
Sheppard was able to pass a good
chunk of cars before another inci-
dent only a few laps later.

A big rock or chunk of mud must
have flown through Sheppardʼs
cockpit and hit him right in the
mouth of his helmet, actually break-
ing pieces off of it. Track officials let
him stop under the next yellow to
switch helmets, and get a rag for
his bloody nose…

Despite all of his troubles, how-
ever, the Rocket Chassis house car
was able to climb all the way back
up to third from the rear in the last
25 laps of the race for an impres-
sive display of passing and traffic
maneuvering on such a rough sur-
face.

Wo
rld

 of
 Ou

tla
ws

Cr
af

tsm
an

 La
te

 M
od

el 
Se

rie
s

KNOXVILLE, IA -
Following a sold-out
crowd on Saturday of
the 58th Annual 5-
hour ENERGY
Knoxville Nationals
presented by Casey's
General Store,
Knoxville Raceway of-
ficials immediately
began discussions on
changes to the event
for 2019 and beyond.

After consulting fans, drivers and
partners, two changes will be made
to the Friday format of the 410
Knoxville Nationals. 

After 25 years of interna-
tional competition, the SPEED
SPORT Challenge will no longer be
held at Knoxville Raceway. The ex-
hibition race featured international
drivers competing in the 5-hour EN-
ERGY Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Casey's General Store
against American drivers who com-
peted in the Grand Annual Classic
at the Sungold Stadium Premier
Speedway in Warrnambool, Victo-
ria, Australia and was held annually
on Friday night of the 410 Knoxville
Nationals. 

Knoxville Raceway and

Premier Speedway will continue to
work together to honor the drivers
that compete internationally.
Knoxville Raceway also will award
a bonus to the highest finishing in-
ternational driver (not living in the
United States) in the 5-hour EN-
ERGY Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Casey's General Store. 

"No decision we ever
make at Knoxville Raceway is done
without thorough conversations
and input both inside and outside
our office walls," said Knoxville
Raceway director of marketing
Kendra Jacobs. "Ending 25 years
of tradition with the SPEED SPORT
Challenge was not an easy deci-
sion. We appreciate our partner-
ship with David Mills and everyone
at Premier Speedway and will con-
tinue to work with them in the fu-
ture. Thank you to Roger Johnson
from KELE and Tom Schmeh and
everyone else who had a hand in
creating this event to honor inter-
national competition." 

Friday continues to be a
pivotal night of racing action in the
5-hour ENERGY Knoxville Nation-
als presented by Casey's General
Store. Following format changes in
2012, drivers who find themselves

not locked into Saturday's A-Main
have a "second chance" to qualify
for the finale. The top-four finishers
in Friday's feature event have pre-
viously made up positions 17-20 in
Saturday's A-Main. Beginning in
2019, the four transfers will now
start 21-24. 

"We're always looking for
ways to improve our show for the
fans, drivers and partners," said
Knoxville Raceway race director
and promoter John McCoy. "We
looked at the format on Friday and
realized that the top-four finishers
starting positions may need to
change to make the starting posi-

tions fairer for the drivers who had
more points on their qualifying
night. Drivers voiced their concern
as well. We listened and agreed." 

The 59th annual 5-hour
ENERGY Knoxville Nationals pre-
sented by Casey's General Store
will be held August 7-10, 2019.
Four-day ticket renewals will be
available starting on October 1.
Tickets will be on sale to the gen-
eral public starting on December 3.

More information can be
found at www.knoxvilleraceway.
com, at the Knoxville Raceway
ticket office or by calling 641-842-
5431.Kno
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ROME, GA - Chris
Madden found his way
to Victory Lane on
Sunday night at Rome
Speedway to become
the twentieth different
winner in Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series
competition this sea-
son.

The South Car-
olina-native held off a
charging Tim Mc-
Creadie to win the
Lucas Oil Rome

Showdown. Jonathan Davenport
finished third, with Tyler Millwood
and Dale McDowell rounding out
the top five.

Madden made a daring move
around Jimmy Owens and race-
leader Scott Bloomquist after a lap-
eight restart to take control of the
race. The South Carolina native
then had to withstand not only a
number of caution flags, but a hard-
charging from McCreadie, who
came from his tenth starting spot to
challenge Madden for the top spot.
A restart with two laps to go set-up
a dramatic finish with Madden hold-
ing off McCreadie to score his first
Lucas Oil victory of the year.

Madden, in Lucas Oil Victory
Lane for the ninth-time in his ca-
reer, commented “With about 20-23
laps to go I developed a skip in the
motor. It was down just a little bit,
but it worked out for us. I knew we
had to get the lead pretty early if we
were going to have a shot at the
win. I was trying to set my own
pace, but that is so difficult now in
our sport because the competition
is so stout.”

“This is awesome,” Madden said
when informed that he was another
new winner on the series tour in
2018. “I told Barry I wanted to go to
Rome today. We traveled eight
hours from Ohio. My crew did a
heck of a job getting this car ready
today. Thanks to everyone that is a
part of our sport and our team.”

“The track was a really awe-
some tonight. When we first got
here I saw how wet the bottom was
and thought that it was going to be
a bottom-feeding race track. I did-
nʼt get a glimpse of Tim [Mc-
Creadie] there at the end. I figured
he was in the middle or top of the
track. We had a good race car. Itʼs
good to win in front of this big
crowd.”

McCreadie felt like the last cau-
tion doomed his chances of over-
taking Madden for the win. “The

last caution didnʼt help me. It was a
green-white-checkered finish I was
hoping it was going to be some-
thing different. On the long green
flag runs I started to track Chris
[Madden] down a little bit. I didnʼt
know if he could see me or not. The
oil tank got knocked out of the car
in hot laps after we were really
good. That put us behind. We only
got one-lap to time and that kind of
put us behind as well. To overcome
that and pass a bunch of cars in the
feature we are really happy about
that.”

Davenport leaves the race with
a 300-point stranglehold on the
championship standings. “I was
just points racing tonight. I tried to
stay off the cushion. I was just bid-
ing my time tonight. I got caught
behind one car there and on the
restarts, he would get passed me
and then I would pass him back. I
finally got clear of him and got to
rolling pretty decent on the bottom.
Congrats to Chris, Barry and Lance
on the win. This is probably one of
the best group of drivers ever as-
sembled on a touring series. I hate
it for Josh tonight, he was up on the
wheel doing what he had to do. We
are close to our ultimate goal of
winning the championship.”

Completing the top ten were
Michael Page, Jason Hiett, Dennis
Erb Jr., Clint Smith, and Gregg Sat-
terlee.

McDowell Captures

Fourth Dixie Shootout
WOODSTOCK, GA - Dale Mc-

Dowell dominated the Lucas Oil
Dixie Shootout on Saturday night at
Dixie Speedway. The Georgia na-
tive set the Miller Welders overall
fast time, won his heat, and led all

50-laps to score his fourth-career
win in the annual event.

Jonathan Davenport finished
second after making several
charges at McDowell throughout
the main event. Josh Richards fin-
ished in third after yielding second
to Davenport on lap 18. Brandon
Overton came across the finish line
in fourth. Tim McCreadie notched
his second-straight top five finish
with his fifth-place run.

“It was a great night for us. We
qualified well and started up front.
Thanks to Shane [McDowell] and
everybody with the team. They all
worked extremely hard on this car
and it paid off tonight. I was thinking
of Mike [Swims] when I came
around for the checkered flag. I felt
like he was talking to me and say-
ing good job buddy or something
like that. Thanks to all of the Swims
family, this place has remained
such a solid piece of racing history
for years and years. Thanks to all
of you race fans, without you, we
couldnʼt do this.”

A caution with 25-laps com-
pleted helped McDowell as Daven-
port had cut the gap between the
two. “I never thought I would see
the day when clean air is so impor-

tant in dirt track racing. When I got
behind those guys I was trying to
lap, it was dirty, messy air, and I
couldnʼt maneuver the car like I
wanted to. When you are out front
in those situations, you are just a
sitting duck. Those guys behind
you are going to go where you
arenʼt.”

“I figured JD [Davenport] was on
the top side and Shane [McDowell]
was giving me signals that he was
closing. He looked really good in
his heat, so I figured he was on the
top side and Josh was in the mid-
dle. I had to get kind of greedy and
those guys are tough week in and
week out. Itʼs so special to win this
race,” said the 52-year-old driver in
Lucas Oil Victory Lane for the ninth
time in his career. With his win, he
becomes the 19th different winner
on the tour in 2018.

“I really donʼt know if I wanted to
see that caution at lap 25,” said
Davenport, who extended his se-
ries point lead with his runner-up
finish. “We were pretty good in
lapped traffic. We were quite ma-
neuverable and thatʼs how we got
by Josh. The track was cleaning up
in a hurry. Congratulations to Dale,
he had tough luck last night while
leading at Tri-County. This might be
the best I have ever raced here. I
grew-up about an hour and a half
from here. It was a great points
night for us as well.”

Richards was happy with his
podium finish. “We had a really
good car tonight. I have to thank
Clint Smith for giving me some
pointers, he has a lot of experience
racing here and it definitely helped
me. We had a pretty good car for
the feature. We just need to fine
tune it a little bit. Towards the end I
was just trying to ride and save the
right rear tire.”

Completing the top ten were
Casey Roberts, Tyler Millwood,
Jimmy Owens, Don OʼNeal, and
Earl Pearson Jr.
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s Rome Showdown Goes to

Chris Madden

Dale McDowell waves to the crowd in victory lane after winning
the Lucas Oil Dixie Shootout at Dixie Speedway. (Michael Moats
photo)

Chris Madden raced his way to victory lane at Rome Speedway
Sunday night. (Paul Arch photo)



Charlotte

Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC -
Longtime NASCAR
crew chief Jimmy Fen-
nig was presented
with Charlotte Motor
Speedwayʼs presti-
gious Smokey Yunick
Award prior to Sun-
dayʼs Bank of America
ROVAL™ 400.

Presented annu-
ally since 1997 to
honor famed me-
chanic Henry
“Smokey” Yunick, the
award recognizes an
individual who rose

from humble beginnings to make a
major impact on the motorsports in-
dustry.

Fennig was an accomplished
short track mechanic and crew
chief before he moved south and
began a distinguished career for
Roush Fenway Racing. Fennig
won 40 Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series races as crew chief for
drivers including Mark Martin,
Bobby Allison, Matt Kenseth, Carl
Edwards and Kurt Busch. Fennig
also won a Cup Series champi-
onship in 2004 with Busch.

“There are a lot of people I have
to thank along the way, especially
Jack Roush,” Fennig said. “Without
all of the people we couldnʼt have
done it. We put in a lot of hard
work. To receive this award is very
special. ... This ranks right at the
top, almost rewarding as winning
the Daytona 500.”

Fennig also spoke of the drivers
he has been honored to work with
during his career.

“All of them were good,” Fennig
said. ”Mark Martin was probably
the best, a very demanding driver.
All in all, all of the drivers, they were
all a pleasure to work with. They all
had different styles of driving.”

KEEP TRACK: Connect with
Charlotte Motor Speedway by fol-
lowing on Twitter and Instagram or
become a Facebook fan. Keep up
with all the latest news and infor-
mation with the Charlotte Motor
Speedway mobile app.

Talladega Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL - While the
greatest drivers in the world will be
competing at Talladega Super-
speedway on Oct. 12-14 during the
highly-anticipated doubleheader
NASCAR Playoff weekend
(1000Bulbs.com 500 and Talladega
250), fans will have the opportunity
to hit the pavement first and drive
their personal car around
NASCARʼs biggest and most com-

petitive track earlier in the week
during “Drive Days.”

On Tuesday (Oct. 9) and Thurs-
day (Oct. 11), “Drive Days” will offer
participants to take their street legal
vehicles for three thrilling laps at
highway speed behind a Talladega
Safety/Pace truck on Talladegaʼs
2.66-mile, 33-degree high banks
for just $50. Times are:

• Tuesday, Oct. 9: 9 a.m.– noon
CDT (Staging begins outside Gate
9 at 8:30 a.m. CDT)

• Thursday, Oct. 11: 12:30 p.m.
– 3:30 p.m. CDT (Staging begins
outside Gate 9 at noon CDT)

* Drives may be canceled due to
track preparations or weather is-
sues

Those interested in participating
will need to stage at the outside en-
trance to Gate 9 which is located at
the Turn 3 crossover entrance.
Look for directional signage upon
arriving on the property.

Other guidelines for “Drive
Days” include:

• TSS Emergency Services will
determine the number of vehicles
that will be on track at one time

• Participants that do not abide
by TSS rules and regulations will
be removed from the race track
surface and property

• Participants/Vehicles observed
by TSS Emergency Services or
staff dropping back or lagging be-
hind and exceeding the paced
highway speed will be removed
from the race track surface and
property

• No Passing allowed
• No vehicles allowed in/on top

groove/lane of the race track
• Participants/Vehicles deter-

mined by TSS Emergency Services
or Staff unsafe or unfit will not be
allowed onto the race track surface

• Participants must remain in ve-
hicle at all times once they enter
the race track surface

Participants behind the wheel

must be 19 years of age or older,
and once on the track, remain in
vehicle at all times. Each vehicle
must be equipped with enough
seatbelts for all passengers. No
motorcycles, RV's or tractor trailers
will be allowed on the track. Cash
or credit card will be acceptable
upon arrival at the Infield Ticket
Booth located right next to the stag-
ing area. Please note Infield Camp-
ing guest(s) that wish to participate
in "Drive Days" on Thursday can
only exit/re-enter the Infield using
North Tunnel within a vehicle that
has a Tow Vehicle sticker.”

The “Drive Days” kick off a full
week of activity at the historic
venue, culminating in two playoff
events – the pivotal Talladega
250 for the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series (Saturday, Oct.
13) and the “wild-
card” 1000Bulbs.com 500 for the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries (Sunday, Oct. 14).

For ticket information,
visit www.talladegasuperspeed-
way.com or call 855-518-RACE
(7223).

Dover International Speedway

DOVER, DE - Beginning today,
Dover International Speedway will
collect hygiene products, cleaning
supplies and non-perishable food
to aid the victims of Hurricane Flo-
rence, track officials announced
today.

The community and race fans
headed to Dover can
drop off items to the
main Dover Interna-
tional Speedway
ticket office (Gate 11)
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
through Saturday,
Oct. 6. A tractor
trailer supplied by
Weis Markets,
Doverʼs official retail
grocery partner, will

be positioned near the entrance to
the FanZone from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Sunday, Oct. 7 to collect dona-
tions. Weis Markets will also be do-
nating pallets of Weis Quality water
to the effort.

Those that donate will be eligible
to receive prizes and upgrades, in-
cluding: Luxury suite passes, Mon-
ster Bridge passes, ticket
upgrades, Trackside Access
passes, Monster Mile merchandise
and tickets to the trackʼs Spring
2019 event weekend, which will be
part of its 50th anniversary season.

The effort is in coordination with
the NASCAR Foundationʼs partner-
ship with Feed The Children to pro-
vide relief in the aftermath of
Hurricane Florence. The storm and
subsequent flooding have led to
more than 40 deaths and close to
$44 billion in property damage in
the Southeast since the storm
made landfall in North Carolina on
Sept. 14.

The NASCAR Foundation has
also launched a Hurricane Disaster
Relief donation page that provides
NASCAR Nation with one place to
band together and make donations
to the many affected by Florence
and its aftermath. One-hundred
percent of the financial contribu-
tions made at www.nascarfounda-
tion.org/hurricane will be used
toward storm relief efforts.

“As we prepare to gather for an-
other NASCAR tripleheader week-
end at Dover, we need to
remember that many Americans
are suffering at this time,” said
Dover International Speedway
President and CEO Mike Tatoian.
“We are encouraging all of our fans
to bring a donation item on Sunday
to provide some form of help and
hope to those whose lives have
been turned upside down in recent
days.”

Needed items include: Tarps,
Rakes, Diapers, Wipes, Bleach,
Mops, Brooms, Dustpans,Work
gloves, Disposable masks, Green
pad scrubbers, All-purpose clean-
ers, Non-perishable food items,
and Personal hygiene products

Anyone with questions about the
drive can contact Karen Ptak, with 

(Continued Next Page)
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Legendary NASCAR crew chief Jimmy Fennig, left, receives Char-
lotte Motor Speedway's prestigious Smokey Yunick Award on Sun-
day from Greg Walter, the executive vice president of the speedway.
(HHP/Tami Pope photo)



Continued…

Dover International
Speedway, at 302-
883-6555 and
kptak@dovermotor-
sports.com.

The Oct. 5-7
NASCAR tripleheader
weekend at Dover In-
ternational Speedway
includes the “Gander
Outdoors 400” Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series playoff
race on Sunday, Oct.
7 (2 p.m., NBCSN);
the “Bar Harbor 200”
presented by Sea

Watch International NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series playoff race (3 p.m.,
NBCSN) on Saturday, Oct. 6; and
the “Crosley 125” NASCAR K&N
Pro Series East season finale race
on Friday, Oct. 5. 

For tickets or more information
visit DoverSpeedway.com. You can
also keep up with the Monster Mile
at Facebook.com/DoverInterna-
tionalSpeedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Sonoma Raceway

SONOMA, CA - Sonoma Race-
way will return to the circuitʼs his-
toric 12-turn, 2.52-mile road-course
layout for the 2019 Toyota/Save
Mart 350 NASCAR weekend as
part of its upcoming 50th anniver-
sary celebration, raceway officials
announced today.

The full track layout, which was
originally unveiled when the race-
way opened in 1968, incorporates
the racewayʼs signature sweeping
downhill corner known as “The
Carousel.” The Carousel plunges
from Turn 4, down through Turns 5
and 6 and navigates a more than
200-degree radius turn before
dropping onto the racewayʼs
longest straightaway into the Turn
7 hairpin.  

“The Carousel is a corner where
history has been made, and as we
celebrate the half century of track
history in 2019, we are excited to
re-introduce this signature turn on
the Sonoma Raceway circuit,” said
Steve Page, Sonoma Raceway
president & general manager.  “We
look forward to seeing a new gen-
eration of racers battle through this
challenging corner and create mo-
ments fans will remember 50 years
from now.”

The Carousel has been the site
of many memorable moments in
the racewayʼs history, including
Dale Earnhardtʼs critical pass of
Mark Martin in 1995 resulting in the
Intimidatorʼs first-ever NASCAR

road-course victory.
“Innovation and exceeding ex-

pectations is in the DNA of SMI.
This is something fans and drivers
have been talking about for years,
and we are excited to bring it to
them, particularly as part of the
trackʼs 50th anniversary,” said Mar-
cus Smith, CEO of Speedway Mo-
torsports, Inc. 

NASCAR utilized the full 12-turn
course beginning with its first Pa-
cific Coast Late Model Division
race at then-Sears Point Raceway
in 1969 through numerous Cup Se-
ries, West Series, Southwest Se-
ries and Truck Series events until
1997. Since 1998, NASCAR has
competed on a shorter, 1.99-mile
configuration, which utilized a by-
pass connecting Turns 4 and 7
known as “The Chute.” The 2019
Toyota/Save Mart 350 is expected
to run 85 laps and the race dis-
tance will remain 350 kilometers.

“The carousel adds a technical
aspect to the track that will be a
challenge for the drivers. Iʼm look-
ing forward to the FOX broadcasts
of the race weekend next year and
analyzing how the teams deal with
this new challenge,” said Gordon, a
five-time Sonoma winner.

The Monster Energy NASCAR
Cup Series returns to Sonoma
Raceway for the 2019 Toyota/Save
Mart 350, June 21-23.  For more in-
formation visit www.sonomarace-
way.com or call 800-870-7223.

Darlington Raceway

DARLINGTON, SC - Darlington
Raceway will serve as the host for
quality barbeque and classic cars
when the Speed & Feed BBQ
Cook-off and Car Show presented
by Raldex returns to the track for a
one-day event on Saturday, No-
vember 10.

The event will be FREE and
open to the public from 10 a.m. – 4
p.m. Individual tickets will be sold
for the BBQ tasting, which starts at
11 a.m. Tickets will be $1 per ticket
or 12 for $10.

“Weʼre proud to be hosting this
event for the sixth consecutive
year,” track President Kerry Tharp
said. “The Speed and Feed BBQ
Cook-Off and Car Show will feature
great barbeque and a car show for
our community to enjoy. Fall is
known for many great festivals in
our race track helps make this a
unique event. Thank you to Raldex
and their hotels for serving as the
presenting sponsor of this event.”

The BBQ cook-off will again be
sanctioned by the South Carolina
BBQ Association, one of the pre-
mier BBQ organizations in the
country, and feature some of the

top cook teams in the region. The
teams will be vying to win the cov-
eted $2,000 first-place prize.

Another unique experience for
the BBQ competition is that the
winner of this yearʼs event will be
honored during pre-race cere-
monies for the NASCAR XFINITY
Series Sport Clips Haircuts VFW
200 race on Saturday, August 31,
2019. Dean Price from the ʻPimp
My Pigʼ BBQ team was honored at
this yearʼs race for winning the
2017 competition. 

Additionally, the car show will
feature an open show of cars and
trucks on display for enthusiasts,
along with a swap meet. Partici-
pants will have the opportunity to
make a lap around the famous
1.366-mile raceway on that Satur-
day.

Pre-registration for the car show
is $25. Day of show registration will
be $30. A commemorative dash
plaque will be given to the first 500
car and truck registrations. Tro-
phies will be given to the top 50
cars and trucks, plus other special
awards.

The event will also feature driv-
ing experiences in actual race cars
through the Rusty Wallace Racing
Experience, which will be on site
that day. Experiences can be pur-
chased in advance through the
driving school by visiting
www.RaceWithRusty.com or on the
day of the event. Driving experi-
ences are scheduled for 10 a.m. –
3 p.m. during the event.

Sponsorship and vendor oppor-
tunities are available by contacting
Tyler Grube, Director of Corporate
Sales, at 843-395-8877 or
tgrube@darlingtonraceway.com.  

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.

Talladega Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL - Fans can
crank up their racing swag to ex-
press their passion for their favorite
drivers and track by making a pit
stop at one of more than a dozen
Fanatics mobile trailers that will be
located in Talladega Superspeed-
wayʼs Fan Zone during the trackʼs
doubleheader NASCAR Playoff
weekend, Oct. 12-14.

Fanatics is the largest retailer for
officially licensed
sports merchandise,
offering an abundant
product selection that
includes hundreds of
items featuring most
NASCAR drivers and

commodities specific to Talladega
Superspeedway.

The Fanatics mobile trailers are
only one part of the lively Talladega
Fan Zone, which provides an array
of exciting activities ranging from
music to interactive exhibits that
spotlight some of NASCARʼs loyal
brands. The Fan Zone will be ac-
cessible all three days, which will
be headlined by qualifying for the
Talladega 250 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series event (Friday,
Oct. 12), the Talladega 250
NCWTS Playoff race (Saturday,
Oct. 13) along with Foodland/Food
Giant Qualifying for the pivotal
1000Bulbs.com 500 Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series Playoff
race, which will get the green flag
on Sunday, Oct. 14.

The action of the Fan Zone,
which is scheduled to open on Fri-
day at 9 a.m. till the start of
NCWTS qualifying and Satur-
day/Sunday at 8 a.m. CDT till the
drop of the green flag for both
events, can be found outside the
frontstretch near Turn 4. Fans can
get their hands on the latest gear
and show pride for a wide variety of
drivers, including champions like
Jimmie Johnson, Brad Keselowski,
Kevin Harvick, Martin Truex Jr. and
Kyle Busch as well as the “young
guns” of Chase Elliott, Kyle Larson,
Ryan Blaney, Erik Jones, William
Byron and Alabamaʼs own Bubba
Wallace.

With so many ways to engage
with the NASCAR community in the
Fan Zone, fans are free to stroll the
area and stock up on everything
they need to be ready for the ulti-
mate race day experience, includ-
ing a headset radio from Racing
Electronics where fans can listen to
teams and drivers communicate
throughout the weekend. More
than 25 companies will be onsite
and equipped with captivating dis-
plays, including racing simulators,
a pit stop challenge, selfie stations,
show cars and chances to win awe-
some prizes. These businesses in-
clude: 1000Bulbs.com, GEICO,
Coca-Cola, Chevrolet, Ford,
Golden Flake, Monster Energy,
OʼReilly Auto Parts, Camping
World, Cyclops, Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over, Honda Generators,
Inter-Continental Cigar, Swedish
Match, Copenhagen, FN America,
ST Motorsports, Wind Creek
Casino, Ag-Pro and more.
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After 13 years of
trying, C.E. Falk III fi-
nally broke through
and won the ValleyStar
Credit Union 300 at
Martinsville Speedway.

Falk took home
$25,000 and a grand-
father clock trophy as a
result of his win.

“We all come here
wanting to win it but itʼs like winning
the freaking lottery, and we did,”
Falk said. “We missed the wrecks,
we were up front all night long and
my team did it. We might not have
had the very best car but we were
there when it counted and this is
something Iʼll cherish the rest of my
life.”

Corey Heim, who was making
his Martinsville debut, finished sec-
ond.

“I knew coming here that we had
a shot at winning, just had to drive
hard,” Heim said. “This is the
biggest spotlight Iʼve ever been in,
I think a lot of people know my
name now and Iʼm glad to be here.
I just wish I could get my hands on
that grandfather clock and 25k
($25,000).”

Veteran racer Peyton Sellers
took home the $10,000 bonus for
the winning the Virginia Triple
Crown.

Sellers, who won the Triple
Crown for the third time in his ca-
reer, had the best average finish in
the Thunder Road Harley-David-
son 200 at South Boston Speed-
way, the Hampton Heat at Langley
Speedway and the ValleyStar

Credit Union 300 at Martinsville
Speedway.

“Iʼm walking out of Martinsville
Speedway tonight with my head
held high,” Sellers said. “We had an
awesome car tonight, had momen-
tum all night long, made some awe-
some changes… to win the Triple
Crown is a real honor. Itʼs a privi-
lege to be (mentioned with) some
big names in Virginia drivers and I
just hope this puts my name in the
history books.”

Brandon Pierce finished third,
followed by Trevor Ward and Sell-
ers.

Justin Carroll, Ty Gibbs, Kres
VanDyke, RD Smith and Kevin
Neal rounded out the top-10.

Racing returns to Martinsville
Speedway for the First Data 500
weekend October 26-28.

Tickets are on sale now and can
be purchased by calling
877.RACE.TIX or online at
www.martinsvillspeedway.com.

Stacy Puryear Takes

Pole for ValleyStar

Credit Union 300
Veteran Late Model Stock Car

racer Stacy Puryear and two-time
ValleyStar Credit Union 300 winner
Tommy Lemons Jr. will make up
the front row in Saturday nightʼs
ValleyStar Credit Union 300 at Mar-
tinsville Speedway.

The pair will be the only two driv-
ers locked into the feature race,
and they will not have to race in the
qualifying races.

Puryear, who sat on the outside
of the front row last year, had the

best time in qualifying with a lap of
20.100 seconds.

“This has got to be one of the
greatest days of my racing career,”
Puryear said. “This is an awesome
feeling to sit on the pole here, with
the caliber of competition here.

“Iʼm just still in shock. We had a

good car here last year and learned
a lot and it transferred over to this
year.”

Lemons said a new rule in 2018
gives teams the flexibility of when
to use the set of four tires they get
for the race, and means starting on
the front row is more important than
ever.

“I think this year is going to be
more of an advantage with the way
we can play the tire game,”
Lemons said. “With how they are
leaving it up to the team, thatʼs 25
less laps that we have to worry
when it comes to halfway or wait-
ing until lap 180 to put tires on,
whatever we decide to do. So, I
think this year is a huge advan-
tage.”

Philip Morris, the 2018 Whelen
All-American Series National
Champion and three-time Mar-
tinsville winner will start third, fol-
lowed by Josh Berry and Brandon
Pierce.

Mike Darne, Lee Pulliam, Layne
Riggs, Ryan Millington and Dexter
Canipe Jr. will round out the top-10.
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el C.E. Falk III Wins
ValleyStar

Credit Union 300

C. E. Falk III finally claimed his Martinsville Speedway grandfather
clock after winning the ValleyStar Credit Union 300. (JASON HIER-
WARTER photo)

Payton Sellers (26) has a run in with the pit wall, but rebounded for a fifth-place finish. He also left
Martinsville with the 2018 Triple Crown for the third time. (DREW HIERWARTER photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Five of
NASCARʼs Whelen
All-American Series
drivers have been offi-
cially announced as
national champions:
Cody Jolly (Division II),
Bryan Narducci (Divi-
sion III), Nathan

Campbell (Division IV), Luke Ram-
sey (Division V) and Marcello
Rufrano (UNOH Youth Achivement
Award).

They all achieved their season-
long goal of the top championship
in their division through persever-
ance, hard work and excellence on
the race track.

• Cody Jolly Repeats As Division
II Champion: Jolly, who sealed his
second straight Division II national
crown by competing on three dif-
ferent dirt tracks, is in just his fifth
year racing. He won 15 feature
events at Oklahomaʼs Thunderbird
Speedway and Salina Highbanks
Speedway, and Kansasʼ Humboldt
Speedway.

“Honestly, Iʼm mainly speech-
less, but Iʼm honored,” Jolly said.
“This is only our second season
racing with NASCAR, and I lost my
car builder, Tony Bone, due to
health issues. I promised him and
his family that I would get him an-
other championship. Itʼs an honor.”

On his way to the crown, Jolly
won the AmeriFlex Hose & Acces-
sories B-Modified race at Salina on
the final Saturday night of the
points season, ending his efforts in
celebration. The Jasper, Missouri,
driver has been a quick study on
dirt.

“Itʼs like a second job to me and
my family, we put in thousands of
hours trying to get it right. We donʼt
settle for just being fast, we always
are trying a way to be faster,” he
said. “We are just trying to do our
best. I told everyone when I started
racing that I wanted to make a
name for myself. I didnʼt want to
just be the next guy that went out
there and made laps. I want to
chase a dream. I have to thank my
family, my girlfriend, and Tony
Bone. May he rest in peace.”

Travis Billington, who competed
on the dirt at Devilʼs Bowl Speed-
way in Vermont, finished second,
64 points back. Billington won five

of his 17 starts in Vermont, while
Kevin Neal, who competed at Bow-
man Gray Stadium and Caraway
Speedway, finished third.

• Bryan Narducci Seals Division
III Championship: With five victo-
ries in 20 starts in the SK Light
Modified division at Connecticutʼs
Stafford Motor Speedway, Narducci
is celebrating the Division II na-
tional championship in his rookie
campaign in the division. Heʼs col-
lected top-10 finishes in 16 races.

“Itʼs definitely a pretty cool
honor,” Narducci said. “I was look-
ing at the standings the last few
weeks to see where we were, and
with Bowman Gray done racing, I
knew if we had a couple of good
weeks, we could probably be the
leader. We had a bad race last
week, and we still had enough of a
lead.”

The Colchester, Connecticut,
driver is no stranger to racing at the
Connecticut half-mile. After a stint
in the go-kart ranks, Narducci
made the move to the Limited Late
Model division at Stafford, where
he won six races and finished in-
side the top-10 in points in two
straight seasons.

He found himself in the middle of
a heated track championship race
this season with Marcello Rufrano,
who ended up third in the Division
III standings. The two upcoming
modified drivers are tied at the top
of the SK Light track championship
standings with one race remaining.

“We battled when we were 10-
years-old racing Go-Karts at
Stafford, and to be almost eight
years later, we are still racing and
battling for wins with each other,”
Narducci said. “Racing at Stafford,
all of the legends that have come
through there, this is definitely
pretty cool.”

Billy Gregg, who led the stand-
ings through many of the final
weeks, finished second, just six
points out. Gregg won four of his 16
races at North Carolinaʼs Bowman
Gray Stadium, while Rufrano, with
his six victories, finished third, 16
points out. 

• Nathan Campbell Uses Dirt Ex-
perience To His Advantage: For the
second time in his racing career,
Campbell is celebrating a national
championship in Division IV. Camp-
bell, who competed at Salina  and

Thunderbird this season, won eight
of his 17 starts.

“We started out the year just
going to the races and having a
good time, but in the middle of the
season, I started looking at the
points and figuring we might have
a good shot at winning it,” Camp-
bell said. “We decided to put in
some extra hours during the week.”

Those extra hours in the shop
were well worth it for the veteran,
who has been racing on the dirt for
over a decade. After a year off the
top, he is happy to be back where
he feels he belongs.

“Itʼs awesome, we definitely had
a good season. I donʼt know how
many drivers raced across the
country, but on a regular night, we
get anywhere from 24 to 35 cars,
and we have to run at least one,
maybe two B-Feature races. For
me, itʼs awesome to be on top.”

• Luke Ramsey Rolls To Division
V Trophy: The path to the Division
V championship ran through Luke
Ramsey this season.

The Bedford, Iowa, driver put
himself in prime position to clinch
the championship by winning 22
races across two different tracks —
I-80 Speedway in Nebraska and
Adams County Speedway in Iowa.
In his 47 starts, Ramsey finished
with 38 top fives and 43 top 10 fin-
ishes.

“At the beginning of the season,
we set our eyes on the Division V
championship,” Ramsey said. “Last
year we had really good stats, but
this year, the car count stepped up
and we started off well. We had a
spreadsheet and we put our scores
into it every week, so we knew we
had to finish the best we could. We
worked hard. We had our minds set
to it, so this is a dream come true
that we can finally say we have of-
ficially accomplished it.”

For Ramsey, who has been rac-
ing since 2012, this is only step one
of his goal. He plans to take this
championship and make the move
to Division IV next season, where
he hopes he will be celebrating
once again.

“Iʼve got a lot of sponsors, crew
and family. My kids sacrifice time
with their dad but they enjoy going
racing,” Ramsey said. “Chris (Van-
nausdle) had his sights set on this
championship as well, and we were
both working towards the same
goal.”

George Bessette Jr., who
clinched the track championship in
the Street Stock division at Stafford
Motor Speedway, finished second
in the Division V standings by 27
points. Vannausdle, who raced at
the same two tracks Ramsey did,

finished third in the final points tally
with five victories.

NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Division I drivers are ranked
by their best 18 NASCAR points
finishes in series-sanctioned
events. Drivers receive two points
for every car they finish ahead of –
up to 18 cars – and three points for
a win, with an additional two points
available if the driver starts 10th or
lower. Division II through V and the
UNOH Youth Achievement Award
are determined by a driverʼs best
14 NASCAR points finishes.

• Marcello Rufrano Edges Bryan
Narducci For UNOH Crown:
Rufrano came up just short of the
Division III crown this season, but
the North Haven, Connecticut,
driver will still celebrate as a
NASCAR national champion.
Rufrano, who competes in the SK
Light Modified Division at Stafford
Motor Speedway, defeated Nar-
ducci by just a mere two points in
the final tally to clinch the UNOH
Youth Achievement National crown.

The 17-year-old was able to seal
the championship by competing at
two tracks — both of them in Con-
necticut. In a combined 27 starts,
Rufrano scored seven wins — with
six at Stafford and one at Thomp-
son Speedway Motorsports Park.
At Thompson, Rufrano took the
green flag as part of the Division I
Sunoco Modified division.

Although he competed in the 20
events with Narducci at Stafford,
his Thompson starts helped push
him to the top in the UNOH stand-
ings. He is scored with a win, a
fourth and a sixth on the Thompson
high-banks, which each earned him
additional points.

The UNOH Youth Achievement
Award is open to NASCAR drivers
between the ages of 14-17, and
drivers may accumulate points until
their 18th birthday. These stand-
ings are based on the best 14 fin-
ishes regardless of division.

“It means a whole lot to me,”
Rufrano said. “I havenʼt really won
anything this prestigious in any
type of motorsports. In fact, I
havenʼt even won a championship.
It was always going after race wins,
and I let the points take care of
themselves. Just to have this on
my resume means a lot to me and
my crew. We worked really hard
this year, and it shows.”

Rufrano has two career wins in
the Street Stock division at
Stafford, and picked up his first SK
Light Modified win in August of
2016. He is currently tied with Nar-
ducci for the track championship,
which will be decided as part of the

(Continued on Next Page …)
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NAPA Fall Final on
September 30.

Jolly, Narducci,
Campbell, Ramsey
and Rufrano will be
joined by the NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series U.S. state and
Canadian province
champions, track
champions and other
special award winners
on Friday, Dec. 7, as
part of the NASCAR
Awards in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC - The show

will go on at Carteret County
Speedway and the track will re-
sume racing with events on Octo-
ber 27th and November 17th to
close out the 2018 season.

Track owner Bobby Watson re-
mains stable and is home after
being hospitalized earlier in Sep-
tember and repairs are underway
to facilities at the track damaged by
Hurricane Florence.  Carteret
County Speedway will be ready to
race on Saturday, October 27th
with the Solid Rock Carriers Race
for Recovery presented by C&S
Paint Center and Sportsmanʼs
Wholesale.

“This has been a challenging
time for both Carteret County
Speedway and for the Carteret
County, Craven County, and On-
slow County communities,”
Carteret County Speedway public
relations director Andy Marquis
said.  “We have seen both the rac-
ing community and the Eastern
North Carolina community come to-
gether.  The outpouring of support
for the track and for Bobby Watson
has been astonishing and greatly
appreciated.”

The Race for Recovery will not
just be about racing but also help-
ing to give back the community.
Proceeds from each ticket will go to
help benefit local hurricane recov-
ery, while also producing a night of
family fun for the community.

Pre-race festivities for the Race
for Recovery will include a concert
by James Carothers, a Nashville
recording artist who vocally resem-
bles country music legend George
Jones, as well as a Trunk-or-Treat.
During an intermission period, the
track will host a Halloween cos-
tume contest for kids and adults as
well.

The Race for Recovery on Octo-
ber 27th will feature racing for Lim-
ited Late Models, Street Stocks,

Mini-Stocks and U-CARs will all
race for their respective division
championships.  The Southern
Ground Pounders Vintage Racing
Club and the East Coast Flathead
Ford Racing Association will be on
hand to bring a blast from racingʼs
past to the track as well.

The November 17th race will be
headlined by the finale for the Car-
olina Mini-Stock Challenge.  Other
classes for the Carolina Mini-Stock
Championship will be Mini Cups,
Legends and Champ Karts.  Pre-
race festivities will begin at 5pm
and racing will begin around 6pm.

Sunday evening, Carteret
County Speedway track owner
Bobby Watson returned home and
was greeted by a congregation of
racers and fans alike who gathered
for a prayer and support rally.  Wat-
son has shown signs of improve-
ment in the past week and remains
in stable condition.

For more information about
Carteret County Speedway, visit
the trackʼs official website
at www.carteretspeedway.com,
“like” Carteret County Speedway
on Facebook or follow
@carteretcoswy on Twitter.

I-30 Speedway
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Itʼs little

more than one week away!
Little Rockʼs I-30 Speedway will

be the happening place next week-
end as the 31st Annual COMP
Cams Short Track Nationals pre-
sented by Hoosier Tires takes
place atop the high-banked, ¼-mile
clay oval.

Following a Test ʻN Tune session
on Thursday night, October 4, a
$2,500-to-win preliminary event on
Friday night will precede the Satur-
day, October 6, $10,041-to-win
STN championship finale.

Each position in Saturdayʼs 41-
lap, $841-to-start championship
feature event has been boosted by
an additional $41 dollars in honor
of Jason Johnson courtesy of Big
Show Productions.  Additionally,
Marvin and Peggy Pearson have
prepared a replica of Jason John-
sonʼs 2006 STN winning mount
that will pace Saturday nightʼs fea-
ture field.

Both nights of racing will feature
a full card of heat races, qualifying
races and feature events.  While
there will be no lock-ins from the
Friday preliminary event, the top
two combined point earners from
Friday and Saturday that donʼt race
into the Saturday finale will be
awarded the 19th and 20th starting
positions in the Saturday STN
championship finale.

Entries are rolling in fast and fu-

rious for the prestigious event with
the free driver pit pass for Friday
and Saturday available with the
$100 entries submitted by Monday,
October 1.  Entries submitted after
October 1 are $200 and do not in-
clude driver pit pass.  Entry forms
are available at https://i-30speed-
way.com/flyers/2018%20STN%20
Flyer.pdf. 

Last October, Sprint Car racing
legend Sammy Swindell made it
back-to-back STN wins to become
the first five-time winner in event
history.  Swindellʼs back-to-back tri-
umphs in 2017 and 2016 go along
with previous wins in 2013, 2011
and 1990 eclipsed Gary Wrightʼs
previous event record of four tri-
umphs.

Along with Hall of Famers and
Swindell and Wright, the list of past
STN winners is a star-studded one
that includes the likes of current
NASCAR Xfinity Series title con-
tender Christopher Bell, Paul
McMahan, Brad Sweet, Tony
Bruce, Jr., Jason Meyers, Jason
Johnson, Tim Montgomery, Jason
Sides, Mike Ward, Tim Crawley,
Wayne Johnson, Pete Butler, Terry
Gray, John Gerloff and Steve
Kinser.

Both nights will feature a full
card of heat and qualifying races
followed by feature events.  The top
40 in passing points each night will
advance to four qualifying races
with the balance to “C” Mains.
Combined points from heats and
qualifiers will set twin “B” Main and
“A” Main lineups.

While there will be no lock-ins
from Fridayʼs $2,500-to-win prelim-
inary, the top two drivers in com-
bined passing/finishing points from
Friday and Saturday heats and
qualifiers will be awarded the 19th
and 20th starting positions in the
Saturday night $10,041-to-win STN
championship finale.  The 21st
starting position is reserved for
2018 I-30 Speedway track cham-
pion Ernie Ainsworth if needed.

Saturday night heat races will
each offer up $100 to win courtesy
of Jenkins Fleet Services.

The top four in Saturday night
heat and qualifying race
passing/finishing points will com-
pete in the Mike Pack Building Ma-
terials “Dash for Cash” that will set
the lineup for the first two rows of
the 41-lap STN championship fi-
nale.  The Dash will pay $500 for
first, $250 for second, $150 for third
and $100 for fourth.

The “Red Shirt Dash” in honor of
Lanny Edwards for non-transfers
will pay as follows: 1st - $400, 2nd
- $300, 3rd - $250, 4th - $200, 5th -
$150, 6th - $100.

No mufflers are required, open
headers are allowed for this event.

Day of show prices are $20 on
Friday and $28 on Saturday plus a
$1 processing fee per ticket if pay-
ing by credit/debit card.

Children's tickets will be avail-
able at the event only for just $1 on
both Friday and Saturday plus a $1
processing fee per ticket if paying
by credit/debit card.

To order tickets or for more in-
formation, check online at www.i-
30speedway or call the track at
501-455-4567. 

Pit passes are $35 on both Fri-
day and Saturday.  Driver pit pass
for Friday and Saturday is included
in the $100 entry fee if submitted by
the deadline.

For more information regarding
I-30 Speedwayʼs Short Track Na-
tionals, check at www.i-30speed-
way.com or call the track at
501-455-4567.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway con-
cluded its 2018 NASCAR racing
season with feature events for the
SK Modified®, Late Model, and SK
Light Modified divisions as part of
its NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final
Weekend.  Taking down feature
wins were Michael Christopher, Jr.
in the SK Modified® feature,
Michael Wray in the Late Model
feature, and Alexander Pearl in the
SK Light feature.  Marcello Rufrano
clinched the SK Light Modified
track championship after both he
and Bryan Narducci wrecked while
racing for the lead in the closing
laps of the feature event.
In the 40-lap SK Modified® feature,
Matt Galko took the lead on the
opening lap with Tyler Hines mov-
ing into second and Eric Berndt
taking third.  Todd Owen moved up
to fourth and Keith Rocco was fifth.
The caution came out with 1 lap
complete for a spin in turn 3 that in-
volved the cars of Ronnie Williams,
Dan Avery, and Stephen Kopcik all
making contact with the wall.

Galko took the lead on the
restart while Berndt, Hines and
David Arute were three-wide for
second.  Berndt and Hines
emerged side by side for second
with Keith Rocco moving into fourth
while Arute slotted into fifth.  John
Montesanto spun coming out of
turn 4 to bring the caution out with
3 laps complete.

Galko took the lead at the drop
of the green on the restart but by
the time the leaders reached turn 3,
Rocco had taken the lead from
Galko.  Owen was third behind

(Continued on Next Page …)
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Rocco and Galko with
Berndt fourth and
Hines in fifth.  Owen
made a move to the in-
side of Galko for sec-
ond on lap-8 and
Berndt nearly made it
three-wide for second
on lap-9 but he backed
out of the move.
Owen took second
from Galko on lap-10
and the caution came
back out with 10 laps
complete for Michael
Gervais, Jr., who
made contact with the

wall and came to a stop in turn 4.
Rocco took the lead back under

green with Owen right behind him
in second.  Berndt was third with
Galko fourth and Michael Christo-
pher, Jr. up to fifth.  Christopher
took fourth from Galko on lap-15
with a move going into turn 3.  Mar-
cello Rufrano was up to sixth with
Glen Ren, Nick  Salva, Joey Cipri-
ano, and Shawn Thibeault making
up the top-10.  The caution came
out with 17 laps complete for spins
in the middle of turns 1+2 involving
Kopcik, Tony Membrino, Jr., Arute,
Thibeault, Robert Palmer, and
Montesanto.  

The restart saw Joe Allegro, Jr.
get out of shape on the backstretch
to bring the caution right back out
before a lap could be completed.
Owen took the lead by a nose at
the line on the next restart and he
got clear to the lead on lap-19.
Christopher followed in Owenʼs tire
tracks in the outside lane and he
also got by Rocco to move into sec-
ond and drop Rocco back to third.
Rufrano was up to fourth while
Berndt and Joey Cipriano were
side by side for fifth.  The caution
came back out with 21 laps com-
plete for Josh Wood, who came to
a stop against the wall in turn 2.

Christopher took the lead from
Owen on the restart with Rocco
and Cipriano side by side for third.
Berndt and Reen were side by side
for fifth behind Rocco and Cipri-
ano.  Cipriano cleared Rocco for
third on lap-25 with Berndt getting
clear of Reen on lap-26 with
Christopher continuing to show the
way out front. 

Rocco got by Cipriano and
moved into second place on lap-30
with Owen fourth behind Cipriano
and Berndt was still running fifth as
Christopher was still comfortably in
the lead.  Arute spun coming out of
turn 4 on lap-35 but he was able to
keep going and the race stayed
green.  

Christopher led Rocco to the
checkered flag to pick up his third
consecutive win of the 2018 sea-
son and fourth overall.  Owen fin-
ished third with Cipriano and
Berndt rounding out the top-5.
Rufrano spun coming out of turn 2
on the final lap and collected the
car of Arute.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
the caution came out at the start as
Tom Keller got into the wall in the
middle of turns 1+2.  Tyler Leary
took the lead on the restart with
Paul Arute and Michael Wray side
by side for second.  Cliff Saunders
hit the wall in turn 1 and several
other cars including Willie Kuhn,
Paul Varricchio, Jr., Jeff Connors,
Tom Butler, and Greg DeMone
were collected to bring the caution
out with 1 lap complete.

Wray took the lead from Leary
on the restart while the car of Tom
Fearn dropped off the pace and fell
to the rear of the field.  Al Saunders
took second from Leary and Kevin
Gambacorta moved into third as
Leary slipped back to fourth with
Arute making up the top-5.  Arute
took fourth from Leary on lap-5 with
Wray starting to stretch out his lead
over Saunders.

Saunders began to reel Wray in
for the lead and by lap-12 he was
right behind Wray.  Gambacorta
was still third with Arute fourth and
Leary in fifth.  Just behind Leary
was Glen Reen and Darrell Keane
in sixth and seventh place. 

With 10 laps to go, Wray was
still leading Saunders with Gamba-
corta, Arute, and Leary giving
chase.  Saundersʼ car began to
show smoke at the rear of the car
and he was black flagged, ending
his great run.  Gambacorta was
now second behind Wray with
Arute third, Keane fourth, and Reen
fifth.

Wray led the field to the check-
ered flag to pick up his second win
of the 2018 season.  Gambacorta
finished second with Keane, Arute,
and Reen rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature, Norm Sears and Wesley
Prucker and Norm Sears ran the
first 2 laps side by side for the lead
before Prucker got clear to the lead
on lap-3.  Glenn Griswold slotted
into second with Cassandra Cole
working her way up to third.  The
caution came out with 4 laps com-
plete for a spin in turn 2 by Alina
Bryden.

Griswold took the lead on the
restart with Prucker and Chris
Matthews side by side for second.
Marcello Rufrano was fourth in line
with Teddy Hodgdon fifth.  Joey
Ferrigno and Alexander Pearl were

side by side for sixth with Bryan
Narducci in eighth.  Narducci got
around both Ferrigno and Pearl to
move into sixth on lap-8.  George
Nocera got upside down and slid
down the backstretch and into turn
3 on his roof to bring the yellow and
red flags out.

Griswold took the lead on the
restart with Prucker and Matthews
side by side for second.  Just be-
hind them was the race for the SK
Light championship with Rufrano
and Narducci side by side for
fourth.  The caution came back out
with 10 laps complete as Ed
Chicoski and Amanda West came
together in the middle of turns 3+4.

Griswold took the lead with Nar-
ducci working his way from sixth up
to second while Rufrano took third.
Narducci took the lead from Gris-
wold on lap-13 and Rufrano fol-
lowed right behind him to take
second and drop Griswold back to
third.  Bryden brought the caution
back out with a spin in turns 3+4
with 13 laps complete.

Narducci took the lead back
under green with Rufrano right be-
hind him in second.  

Pearl was third with Griswold
fourth and Prucker and Matthews
side by side for fifth.  Rufrano took
a look to the inside of Narducci on
lap-15 but he couldnʼt make a
pass.  The caution came back out
with 15 laps complete for a multicar
spin on the backstretch involving
Pete Lopuch, Marc Burke, Kevin
Jasper, and Joe Graf, Jr.

Rufrano took the lead from Nar-
ducci on the restart but Narducci
came back to Rufranoʼs inside and
they were side by side at the line.
Rufrano got into the wall on the
backstretch and as he came off the
wall he got into Narducci and both
cars hit the wall into turn 3 to bring
the red and yellow flags out with 16
laps complete.

Pearl took the lead on the restart
with Griswold slotting into second.
Andrew Molleur was side by side
with Prucker for third with Mark
Bakaj and Teddy Hodgdon side by
side for fifth.  Pearl led the field to
the checkered flag to pick up his
first career win at Stafford.  Molleur
beat Griswold to the line by a nose
for second with Bakaj and Prucker
rounding out the top-5.  

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway kicked off
its final race event of the 2018 sea-

son with feature events for its Lim-
ited Late Model, and Street Stock
divisions, as well as a feature event
for the Vintage All-Stars and the
special Ladies Challenge feature
that raised over $35,000 for various
charities as part of the Saturday
NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final Week-
end festivities.  Taking feature wins
were Ryan Fearn in the Limited
Late Model feature, George Bes-
sette, Jr. in the Street Stock fea-
ture, Scott Dion in the Vintage
All-Stars feature, and Debbie De-
Sanctis in the Ladies Challenge
feature.  

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature, Justin Bren took the early
lead with Robert Bloxsom, III right
behind him but the caution came
out with 2 laps complete for debris
on the frontstretch.

Lavoie was applying heavy pres-
sure to Bloxsom for third but Blox-
som was able to hold off his
challenge.  

Lavoie was able  to make the
move for third on lap-15 and he
brought Alexandra Fearn with him
into fourth as Bloxsom dropped
back to fifth with Ryan Fearn still
leading Bren at the front of the
pack.

Fearn led Bren to the checkered
flag to pick up his sixth win of the
2018 season.  Bren finished sec-
ond with Lavoie, Alexandra Fearn,
and Bloxsom rounding out the top-
5.

In the 20-lap Street Stock fea-
ture, Samantha Anderson took the
early lead at the drop of the green
flag with Chuck Harrison second.
Jason Lafayette was third with
Nicole Chambrello quickly moving
up to fourth and Johnny Walker fol-
lowing right behind her in fifth.
Right behind Walker was Tess
Beyer in sixth and George Bes-
sette, Jr. in seventh.  

Beyer and  Bessette  raced side
by side into turns 3+4 and as they
headed towards the white flag,
Beyer spun and collected the car of
Lafayette.  

The race stayed green and Bes-
sette led the field to the checkered
flag to pick up his fifth win of the
2018 season and put an exclama-
tion point on his championship win-
ning season.  Mike Hopkins
finished second with Meg Fuller
edging out Travis Hydar by a nose
for fourth place and Walker
rounded out the top-5.

In the 15-lap Vintage All-Stars
feature, Jeff Hummel couldnʼt get
close enough to Scott Dion to make
a bid for the lead as Dion wired the
field for the win.  Hummel finished
second with Massini third, Laliberte
fourth and Gagner fifth.  
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