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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL -
NASCAR announced
today the 25 eligible
drivers and the format
for the season-open-
ing 75-lap Sprint Un-
limited at the new
Daytona International
Speedway motor-
sports stadium on Sat-
urday, Feb. 13.

The event, which
will be broadcast live on FOX,
Motor Racing Network and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio, marks the
first NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race following the completion of
DAYTONA Rising, the $400 million
frontstretch redevelopment project
that has transformed Daytona In-
ternational Speedway into the first
motorsports stadium in the world.

“Weʼre ready to go,” said
NASCAR Executive Vice President
and Chief Racing Development Of-
ficer Steve OʼDonnell. “The antici-
pation for this season, this event
and this venue is unprecedented.
We are excited how the new sta-
dium will provide a state-of-the-art
showcase for the brightest stars of
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.”

Once again, the non-points
event will be split into two seg-
ments with a competition caution at
lap 25 separating the segments. A
popular element introduced before
the 2015 event returns this year:
select fans will be paired with each
crew chief for a random drawing to
determine starting and pit road po-
sitions. The drawings will take
place on Friday, Feb. 12 at the Alert
Today Florida Stage inside the

Sprint FANZONE beginning at 3:30
p.m.

The 25 eligible NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series drivers include the
2015 Coors Light Pole Award win-
ners, former Sprint Unlimited race
winners and former Daytona 500
pole winners who competed full
time in 2015. All 16 drivers from the
2015 Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup are also eligible for the
race, and any remaining open po-
sitions are filled based on 2015
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pionship driver points. 

Eligible drivers are: 2015 Coors
Light Pole Awards winners: AJ All-
mendinger, Kurt Busch, Kyle
Busch, Carl Edwards, Denny Ham-
lin, Kevin Harvick, Jimmie Johnson,
Kasey Kahne, Matt Kenseth, Brad
Keselowski, Jeff Gordon, Joey
Logano 

Former Sprint Unlimited Race
Winners: Dale Earnhardt Jr., Tony
Stewart 

Former DAYTONA 500 Coors
Light Pole Award winners: Greg Bif-
fle, Austin Dillon, David Gilliland,
Danica Patrick, Martin Truex Jr. 

2015 Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup drivers: Clint Bowyer,
Jamie McMurray, Paul Menard,
Ryan Newman 

2015 NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries championship driver points:
Aric Almirola, Kyle Larson.

If an eligible driver does not
enter the race, the open position
will be filled based on 2015
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pionship driver points. The first four
provisional drivers are Casey
Mears, Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Sam
Hornish Jr. and David Ragan.
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Announced for 2016 Sprint

Unlimited at Daytona

Gordon Logano Earnhardt Stewart Biffle

Dillon Gilliland Patrick Truex Bowyer

McMurray Menard Newman Almirola Larson

Harvick Johnson Kahne Kennseth Kswelowski

Allmendinger Kurt Busch Kyle Busch Edwards Hamlin

Welcome to 2016!

FasTrack Racing Journal is still available as

an online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
NASCAR Sprint Cup 2 OnTrack 15-17

NASCAR Media Tour 3-5 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 18

NASCAR XFINITY 6 Dirt Notebook 19-21

NCWTS 6 DIRTCar 22-23

NASCAR Hall of Fame 8 Southern All Stars 24

NASCAR Touring 9 Midwest Sprint Car 24

P.A.S.S. 10-12 Chili Bowl 25-26

Southern Super Series 12 Indoor Racing 27-28

CARS Late Model 13 Drive 4 Diversity 30

ARCA Racing 13 ShorTrack 30-36

ARCA/CRA 14

ON THE COVER:
CHRIS TROTMAN/NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

NASCAR.COM

Tickets for the Sprint Unlimited
are available online at DaytonaIn-
ternationalSpeedway.com or by
calling 1-800-PITSHOP. Fans can

follow @NASCAR and
@MissSprintCup on Twitter to en-
gage in the #SprintUnlimited con-
versation.



The first team to
take the stage at the
34th annual Charlotte
Motor Speedway
Media Tour presented
by Technocom on
Tuesday was Joe
Gibbs Racing. And
with 14 wins among
four drivers, including
the Championship
Race season finale
that crowned Kyle
Busch as the Sprint
Cup Series champion,

Joe Gibbs Racing is coming off ar-
guably the best season in its his-
tory. Add Erik Jonesʼs 2015
Camping World Truck Series
championship and Daniel Suarezʼs
2015 XFINITY Series Rookie of the
Year honor to that total, and JGR is
certainly hoping to ride that mo-
mentum into this season.

“We had four (Sprint Cup) driv-
ers with multiple wins last season; I
donʼt think another organization
can say that,” said Matt Kenseth,
who tied Busch with five wins in
2015. Carl Edwards and Denny
Hamlin each won twice. “Last year
was just an incredible season for
Joe Gibbs Racing.”

Busch will try to become the first
driver since Jimmie Johnson

(2006-2010) to repeat as Sprint
Cup Series champion.

“I compare it to the Golden State
Warriors having to play one or two
months without Steph Curry and
then having him come back and
they go on to win the champi-
onship,” said Kyle Busch, when
asked about winning last yearʼs title
in spite of missing the first 11 races
with a broken leg. “This is a team
sport. Thereʼs one driver behind the
wheel, but it takes a complete team
to win a title. We did that last year
and we are absolutely focused on
doing that again in 2016.”

Jones will join Suarez as a full-
time driver in the XFINITY Series
this season.

“(Last year) was a busy year, but
an exciting year,” said Jones, who
made his first three starts in the
Sprint Cup Series in 2015, while
running 23 XFINITY Series races
and a full-time schedule in the
Camping World Truck Series. “It
will be nice to be full-time with the
same group of guys, running for the
XFINITY Series championship. I
canʼt wait to get started.”

NEW SEASON, NEW SPON-

SORS: When the green flag drops
for Martin Truex Jr. and the No. 78
Furniture Row Racing car in 2016,
they will be adapting to new spon-

sors, including Toyota and Bass
Pro Shops.

Furniture Row Racing President
Joe Garone, crew chief Cole Pearn
and professional bull rider Luke
Snyder joined Truex on stage to
share their enthusiasm for the up-
coming 2016 Sprint Cup season.

Garone explained his excite-
ment for their sponsorship with Toy-
ota by praising their efforts to
improve the No. 78 Toyota.

“Toyota has been more of a part-
nership than a sponsorship for us,”
Garone said. 

“They have been down in the dirt
and are doing whatever it takes to
help improve the car from top to
bottom.”

Truex and Bass Pro Shops
founder Johnny Morris have been
hunting and fishing partners for
years, making Truex proud to have
Morrisʼ name on his car. Partnering
with a company he already shares
similar interests with has made it
easy for the team to keep a steady
relationship.

A successful 2015 season has
given Truex and team a sense of
confidence and urgency to build
upon their momentum in 2016. The
new partnership with Toyota means
that Furniture Row Racing will be
working closely with Joe Gibbs
Racing. Pearn believes the Ideals
of JGR and Furniture Row Racing
go hand in hand, making for an
easy transition.

“I obviously feel more confident
going into this season than I did the
last,” said Truex. “It was interesting
going from our worst season to our
best. We have a lot of expectations
to live up to and some great new
sponsorships with Toyota and Bass

Pro Shops. I really admire what
they have put into our racing pro-
gram and believe we can pick up
where we left off equipment- and
car-wise.”

The Furniture Row Racingʼs
Bass Pro Shop No. 78 Toyota will
make its debut Feb. 21 at the Day-
tona 500.

GORDON JOINS FOX CREW:

“I canʼt wait to get to Daytona” is a
statement that Jeff Gordon made
numerous times during his 24
years as a NASCAR driver. Tues-
day, however, provided a first for
Gordon, who uttered those words
in preparation of his first Daytona
500 as a NASCAR analyst.

Gordon will join Darrell Waltrip,
Andy Joy and Larry McReynolds in
the NASCAR on FOX broadcast
booth for the 2016 season.

“I always thought there was an
opportunity for me in TV, if they
were interested in having me,” Gor-
don said. “My biggest concern was
stepping out of the race car and
finding out how to replace that
competitive environment. Itʼs
(broadcasting) an adrenaline rush
and has challenges, but I get to
work with a great team.”
NOTES & QUOTES:

“I used his plane and didnʼt invite
him. Why would he be mad about
that?” ~ Joe Gibbs, on borrowing
Matt Kensethʼs plane to watch the
Washington Redskins play the
Green Bay Packers (Kensethʼs fa-
vorite team) in the NFL playoffs.

“You donʼt have a helmet or a
uniform, but you do have a nice tie
and makeup to take its place.” ~
Darrell Waltrip, on Jeff Gordonʼs
transition from driver to broadcaster
for the 2016 season
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Media Tour - Day One

Darrell Waltrip talks about the ups and downs of leaving the race

car for the television booth as Jeff Gordon laughs during the

NASCAR 2016 Charlotte Motor Speedway Media Tour. (BOB

LEVERONE/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Current Sprint Cup Champion Kyle Busch enjoys a laugh as car

owner Joe Gibbs thinks about his involvement in racing during the

NASCAR 2016 Charlotte Motor Speedway Media Tour. (BOB

LEVERONE/GETTY IMAGES photo)



Ford Wednesday
got the Media Tour en-
gines started with
Richard Petty Motor-
sports kicking off Day
2 of the Charlotte
Motor Speedway
Media Tour presented
by Technocom.

The team intro-
duced its newest
driver, Brian Scott,
who will help keep the
Petty family legacy
alive by driving the No.

44 car. Albertsons Companies and
Shore Lodge, both Idaho-based
companies, will adorn the hood of
the No. 44 Ford for 16 races and
have associate placement for the
remaining 20 races.

Also a native of Idaho, Scott said
the sponsorship pairing is a great
match.

Lance Brown, VP of Marketing
Services and Communications at
RPM, announced that Smithfield
Foods will again partner with
Richard Petty Motorsports in 2016.
SmithField Foods sponsored a film
for NBC Sports in 2015 called
“Chasing 43,” about the legacy of
Richard Petty. and plans to spon-
sor an additional platform in 2016
to air on NBC, with more details to
come.

RPM CEO Brian Moffit an-
nounced that all of the sponsors
from 2015 are renewing their con-

tracts with RPM for 2016. U.S Air-
force, STP, Florida Department of
Agriculture, Twisted Tea and
Goodyʼs are just a few sponsors
that will be returning in 2016.

RPM is making a variety of im-
provements for 2016; that include
building their own chassis and
building faster cars with better bod-
ies. RPM has set an important goal
of consistency for the 2016 season,
the team believes improvements to
the cars and the new team mem-
bers will help achieve their goal.

Veteran RPM driver Aric Almirola
is “more excited than ever” going
into 2016. He believes the incon-
sistency of 2015 is what kept him
out of the NASCAR Chase last
season. Almirola missed the Chase
by just 11 points in 2015 and says
the new adjustments to the cars, as
well as the RPM team will allow for
a more consistent 2016.
NEW ENERGY AT RFR

As with all teams at this time of
year, Roush Fenway Racing is
sharing the same level of excite-
ment for the upcoming season that
is flowing throughout the NASCAR
community. But, coming off one of
the more disappointing Sprint Cup
Series seasons in recent memory,
Roush Fenway Racing revealed a
certain level of confidence and op-
timism throughout its organization
on Ford Wednesday. And should
those convictions spill over onto the
track, RFR just might find itself

competing for a championship.
“We, as an organization, were

trending in the right direction at the
end of last season,” said veteran
driver Greg Biffle, who is looking to
become the first driver in NASCAR
history to win all three national tour-
ing championships. “Everyone is
on a mission to make our cars bet-
ter, faster. Thereʼs a great energy
right now.”

Biffle is the most experienced of
Roush Fenwayʼs drivers. Ricky
Stenhouse and Trevor Bayne are
entering their fourth and second
full-time seasons, respectively,
while 2015 XFINITY Series cham-
pion Chris Buescher will enter his
rookie season in the Sprint Cup Se-
ries driving as part of an enhanced
technical alliance between Front
Row Motorsports and Roush Fen-
way Racing. Ryan Reed and
Bubba Wallace will vie for the
XFINITY Series title.

“I wonʼt have a chance to defend
that (XFINITY) title, but weʼve got a
great bunch of people and a lot of
good things happening here,”
Buescher said. “Weʼre going to go
out and run as well as we can,
learn every week, and try to earn a
spot in the Chase and win that
Rookie of the Year title.”

PAST, MEET FUTURE: Long a
part of NASCARʼs past, the iconic
Wood Brothers Racing team is po-
sitioning itself to be a big part of its
future with the return of the No. 21
Ford to full-time Sprint Cup Series
racing in 2016.

Ford Wednesdayʼs lunch stop
on the Charlotte Motor Speedway
Media Tour presented by Techno-
com highlighted several reasons
Ford Performance has to be opti-
mistic about the upcoming year
both on the track and off, including
unveiling the newly designed Ford
Fusion stock car that will debut at
the Daytona 500 next month.

“Itʼs every young racerʼs dream,
especially me watching my dad at
the race track for as long as I can
remember,” said Ryan Blaney, who
will make the jump to full-time
Sprint Cup Series racing this sea-
son. “Itʼs all happened so fast. Iʼve
said since November since we an-
nounced it, Iʼm so excited.”

Blaney said Wood Brothers Rac-
ing has teamed up with Team
Penske to help prepare the 22-
year-old for the rigors of racing full-
time in NASCARʼs premier series.
Among other support, Blaney has
been working with Team Penskeʼs
over-the-wall program on strength
and conditioning to prepare for the
coming season.

“Itʼs a big jump to get back used
to it, especially at the Cup level,” he

said. “Doing the truck series full-
time in ʼ13/14, you get a little taste
for it, but youʼre still missing like 14
races. Theyʼre a lot longer races (in
Cup) than Iʼm used to being full-
time in the truck races, where you
were only going 200 miles. But Iʼm
22, man, I should be OK. I should-
nʼt fall out of the seat or anything.”

Team President and co-owner
Eddie Wood said his family is ex-
cited to get back to racing and is
looking forward to getting into a
routine and finding consistency on
the track.

“You look back at last year, it
was kind of a building year for us,”
he said. 

“We had speed everywhere. I
hope we can run consistently in the
Top 15 and get in the position to
win a race or two. Iʼm looking for-
ward to being back.”

Ford Performance officials also
took the opportunity to tout the
2017 production Ford Fusion and
talk about the success that the new
Ford Technical Support Center has
had in creating state-of-the-art ve-
hicles for consumers.

“Thereʼs no doubt that this facil-
ity is allowing us to develop state-
of-the-art tools and train our teams
to be nimble, be quick and learn
how to apply it to production vehi-
cles,” said Dave Pericak, Global Di-
rector of Ford Performance. “Of
course, weʼre using it to help our
drivers on Sunday, but more impor-
tantly weʼre developing those tools
for the long term.”

PENSKE CELEBRATES 50:
The season has yet to get under-
way, but Team Penske is already in
celebration mode. Tom Brokaw
provided the voiceover to a com-
memorative video montage. Leg-
ends Rusty Wallace and Rick
Mears (IndyCar) sat on the stage,
as did contemporary NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series stars Joey
Logano and Brad Keselowski. All of
which came to celebrate 50 years
of Team Penske and put a tidy bow
on Ford Wednesday.

“I will be at the races as long as
I can stand up. Weʼre here for one
reason and thatʼs to win,” said team
owner Roger Penske. “When you
look across the group of guys on
my right here, you see the quality
and what theyʼve given to our team.
Weʼre looking for 2016 to be a
great year.”
NOTES & QUOTES:

“Richard Petty said to me today,
if that ever happens, he can go rac-
ing again.” -Dave Pericak, Global
Director of Ford Performance On if
idea of driver-less production cars
could ever lead to driver-less race
cars
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Richard Petty racing officials stand with driver Brian Scott and

owner Richard Petty for a photo op with the new number 44 Ford

Scott will drive in 2016. (BOB LEVERONE/GETTY IMAGES photo)



RCR Looks to Build

on 2015 Successes

Chevy Thursday
at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway Media Tour
presented by Techno-
com featured a bevy
of teams, including
Richard Childress
Racing, which is com-
ing off a very success-
ful 2015 season. Two
of RCRʼs three Sprint
Cup Series drivers
(Ryan Newman and

Paul Menard) made the NASCAR
Chase for the Sprint Cup, while Ty
Dillon finish third in the XFINITY
Series standings. But donʼt expect
RCR to be satisfied with anything
but a championship in either divi-
sion this season.

“The goals are higher this year.
We expect to make the Chase, now
we have to get up there and win a
championship,” said team owner
Richard Childress. “I know how
hard this group has worked. I spent
a lot of time in the offseason around
the shop, more than ever, and our
focus is there in every department.”

Chevy Thursday provided RCR
an opportunity to make a series of
sponsorship announcements, too.
Rheem will return as a primary
sponsor for RCR's No. 2 team with
Austin Dillon, while enhancing its
program as the primary sponsor for
select races on the No. 3 piloted by
Ty Dillon for select races. Also join-
ing the RCR family is Nexteer Au-
tomotive, which will serve as a
primary partner on the No. 33
driven by Rookie of the Year con-
tender Brandon Jones in the XFIN-
ITY Series for select races.

Richard Childress Racing also
announced a technical alliance with
Circle Sport – Leavine Family Rac-
ing that includes technology shar-
ing, engineering, research and
development provided to Circle
Sport – Leavine Family Racing as
they switch their No. 95 Sprint Cup
Series cars to Chevrolet.
Leavine Family Racing Teams

Plans to Run Full Schedule

Leavine Family Racing will join
forces with Circle Sport Racing to
run the full 36-race schedule in the
2016 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.
The team announced during a
lunch program at the Chevy Thurs-
day Charlotte Motor Speedway
Media Tour that they will be enter-
ing in alliance with Richard Chil-
dress Racing and will now run the
Chevrolet SS racecar powered by

ECR engines this season.
“The manufacturer and alliance

switch provides our team with the
best opportunity to improve on-
track performance and to create
long-term sustainability,” said team
owner Bob Leavine. “Weʼve finally
found a great fit thatʼs going to help
us continue to grow both on the
track and as an organization.”

Michael McDowell and Ty Dillon
will split time behind the wheel of
the No. 95 machine. McDowell is
set to race 26 races of the season
while Dillon pilots the teamʼs entry
for the remaining Sprint Cup races.
McDowell and Dillon are positive
that the new low-downforce pack-
age will give single-car teams the
opportunity to compete at a higher
level.

“This is a big step for our com-
petition program,” said McDowell.
“The technical alliance with Richard
Childress Racing is a huge asset to
our growing team and weʼll have
access to some of the top equip-
ment in the Sprint Cup Series.”

Circle Sport-Leavine Family
Racing will kick off their first full
season in the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series with Daytona Speedweeks
in February.
Ganassi Geared Up for 2016

Racing Season

Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix
Sabates kicked off Chevy Thursday
at the 2016 Charlotte Motor Speed-
way Media Tour presented by Tech-
nocom. Ganassi has been a figure
in the auto racing industry for over
25 years and is considered one of
the most successful team owners
in the sport.

CGR is excited about the up-
coming Rolex 24, and will look to
defend their 2015 title. Last season
brought Ganassi his sixth win, set-
ting a record for the North Ameri-
can endurance race. With the win,
Jamie McMurray became just the
third driver ever to win both the
Rolex 24 and the Daytona 500.

Kyle Larson, driver of the No. 42
Target Chevy SS, gained a new
crew chief for the 2016 season.
Larsonʼs crew chief is Chad John-
ston, former crew chief of Tony
Stewart with Stewart-Haas Racing.
The No. 42 has a renewed confi-
dence for 2016 after improvements
to his qualifying positon and the
number of laps led last season.

Also in 2016, the No. 42 Target
Chevy SS, the No. 1 Cessna
Chevy SS and the No 1 McDonalds
Chevy SS will get new paint
schemes.

Hendrick Team Confident Head-

ing Into ʻ16

Hendrick Motorsports is looking
to sweep the field this 2016
NASCAR Sprint Cup season.
Owner Rick Hendrick is nothing but
grateful for his 2016 team including
freshman Chase Elliot, who will be
driving the legendary No. 24 car.

“It doesnʼt matter what kind of
business youʼre in, itʼs the kind peo-
ple,” said Hendrick. “Weʼre looking
out of the windshield, not the
rearview. We focus on the champi-
onships ahead, not the ones be-
hind us.”

Hendrick was also nominated
and inducted into the National Mo-
torsports Press Association Hall of
Fame Saturday, Jan. 16. Former
NMPA President Brian Nelson,
awarded Hendrick with his hon-
orary jacket and plaque.

The team also announced that
Jimmie Johnson and Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. will face-off this season as
they partner with the up-and-
coming movie “Batman Vs. Super-
man: Dawn of Justice.” Johnson
(Superman) and Earnhardt Jr. (Bat-
man) will sport their heroʼs em-
blems on the hood of their race
cars for the Auto Club 400, March
20.

“I have driven both the Super-
man and Batman car in the past
and was able to claim a win in the
Batman car,” Earnhardt Jr. said. “I
am excited to be a part of the pro-
gram and it will definitely make the
race more competitive between
us.”

Elliot is confident in his abilities
to fill the shoes of NASCAR legend
Jeff Gordon has he takes on the
No. 24 Chevrolet. Elliott believes
that under the supervision of crew
chief Alan Gustafson, he will excel
in NASCARʼs premier series. Al-
though the pace on track reaches
speeds over 190 mph, Eanrhardt
Jr. advised Elliot to pace himself
and enjoy life off the track as well.

“No matter where we start, the
good, bad, ugly or great, if we can
start at that point and progress, we
can come out on top,” said Elliot.
“We definitely have a winning race
team. There are no excuses as
long as I do my part to compete
with really good runs.”
Last ride for Stewart

Kevin Harvick is coming off one
of the most consistent seasons of
his career. Danica Patrick showed
signs of improvement. Kurt Busch
won twice and nearly made his way
into the Championship Race. But it
was the fourth driver in the Stewart
Haas Racing stable, Tony Stewart,
that drew most of the attention dur-
ing the first afternoon session of
Chevy Thursday.

“It feels really good to know that
this will be my last media tour, I can
tell you that,” joked Stewart, who
will be retiring as a full-time Cup
driver at the end of this season. “I
want to go out and have a fun year,
but I also want to be racing with
these three (Harvick, Patrick and
Busch) toward the front every
week. I want to contend for a cham-
pionship.”

Stewart Haas will have some
faces in new places for the 2016
season, as Michael Bugarewicz
was promoted from race engineer
to crew chief for Stewartʼs No. 14
Chevy, while Billy Scott moves over
from Michael Waltrip Racing to
serves as the crew chief for Patrick.
Rodney Childers and Tony Gibson
will return as the crew chiefs for
Kevin Harvick and Kurt Busch, re-
spectively.

“Every change that's been made
has been good so far,” said Patrick,
who was sporting her new Natureʼs
Bakery powder blue and white fire-
suit. 

“I think we're going to have a lot
of fun. Anytime youʼre racing, itʼs
fun. But we're going to have a good
year at the same time and thatʼs
what weʼre striving for.”
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The Hendrick Motorsports drivers (Jimmie Johnson, Chase Elliott,

Dale Earnhardt Jr. and Kasey Kahne) listen as their boss, Rick

Hendrick talks of the 2016 plans for HMS. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP

photo)



Chase Format

Extended to

NASCAR

XFINITY

Series, NASCAR

Camping World

Truck Series
DAYTONA BEACH,
FL - Using the over-
whelming success of
the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup
format introduced in
2014 as a guidepost,
NASCAR Chairman
and CEO Brian
France announced

the implementation of a playoff sys-
tem in both the NASCAR XFINITY
Series and NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series.

On the heels of a 2015 Chase
that saw the highest season-finale
viewership in nearly a decade,
record-breaking page views on
NASCAR.com and unparalleled
volume on social media, the
NASCAR XFINITY Series and
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series will each feature a seven-
race Chase to decide its respective
championships starting in 2016.
The announcement was the first of
a number of racing innovations pre-
sented by NASCAR on Tuesday.

“Fans, partners and the industry
have embraced the new Chase for-
mat like nothing weʼve seen in the
sportʼs history,” said France. “Win-
ning never has been this important,
and the excitement generated the
past two seasons in the Sprint Cup
Series has led to this implementa-
tion of the Chase format in all three
national series. Competition in both
the NASCAR XFINITY Series and
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series will undoubtedly elevate to
new heights and shine a spotlight
on the rising stars of our sport.”

The NASCAR XFINITY Series,
where “Names Are Made,” and the
rugged NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series will implement seven-
race, three-round Chase formats
with unique characteristics but very
much in the same spirit of the
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint
Cup. All three series will conclude
the Chase with a Championship 4
race at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way to crown a champion. How-
ever, all three will begin at different
tracks: Chicago (Sprint Cup Se-
ries), Kentucky (XFINITY Series)
and New Hampshire (Camping
World Truck Series)

Drivers still must declare a se-
ries in which they will earn points,
and will only be eligible to compete

for a championship in that series.
The 16 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
drivers who qualified for the 2015
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup
will be ineligible to compete in the
2016 NASCAR XFINITY Series
and NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series Championship 4
races at Homestead-Miami Speed-
way.

NASCAR XFINITY SERIES
CHASE: The seven-race NASCAR
XFINITY Series Chase will begin at
Kentucky Speedway on Sept. 24,
and feature 12 drivers and two
elimination rounds, with four drivers
competing in the Championship 4
at Homestead-Miami Speedway. 

A win in the first 26 races all but
guarantees a driver entry into the
NASCAR XFINITY Series Chase,
provided the driver is in the top 30
in points and has attempted to
qualify for each race. Drivers who
win two Dash 4 Cash bonuses are
also all but guaranteed a Chase
berth.

The first round, called the Round
of 12, consists of the races at Ken-
tucky, Dover and Charlotte. All driv-
ers will start with their points
adjusted to 2,000, with three addi-
tional bonus points added to their
total for each win in the first 26
races. If a driver wins a race in the
Round of 12, the driver automati-
cally advances to the next round.
The remaining available positions
(1-8) that have not been filled by
wins will be filled on points. 

Each driver who advances to the
Round of 8 (Kansas, Texas,
Phoenix) then will have their points
reset to 3,000. Drivers who win a
race in the Round of 8 automati-
cally advance to the Championship
4. The remaining available posi-
tions (1-4) that have not been filled
by wins will be filled on points. 

The four drivers who advance to
the Championship 4 at Homestead
will have their points reset to 4,000.
The highest finishing Champi-
onship 4 driver will be crowned the
NASCAR XFINITY Series cham-
pion.

NASCAR CAMPING WORLD
TRUCK SERIES CHASE: The
seven-race NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series Chase will
begin at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway on Sept. 24. It will fea-
ture eight drivers and two elimina-
tion rounds, with four drivers
competing in the Championship 4
at Homestead-Miami Speedway. A
win in the first 16 races all but guar-
antees a driver entry into the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series Chase, provided that the
driver is in the Top 30 in points and
has attempted to qualify for each

race. 
The first round, called the Round

of 8, consists of the races at New
Hampshire, Las Vegas, and Tal-
ladega. All drivers will have their
points adjusted to 2,000, with three
additional bonus points added to
their total for each win in the first 16
races. If a driver wins a race in the
Round of 8, the driver automatically
advances to the next round. The re-
maining available positions (1-6)
that have not been filled by wins
will be filled on points. 

Each driver who advances to the
Round of 6 (Martinsville, Texas,
Phoenix) then will have their points
reset to 3,000. Drivers who win a
race in the Round of 6 automati-
cally advance to the Championship
4. The remaining available posi-
tions (1-4) that have not been filled
by wins will be filled on points. 

The four drivers who advance to
the Championship 4 at Homestead
will have their points reset to 4,000.
The highest finishing Champi-
onship 4 driver will win the champi-
onship.

All rules outlined above also
apply to both seriesʼ owner cham-
pionship structure.

NASCAR Announces

Innovations for NASCAR

XFINITY Series,

NASCAR Camping World

Truck Series 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR Executive Vice President
and Chief Racing Development Of-
ficer Steve OʼDonnell announced
several racing-related innovations
to the NASCAR XFINITY Series
and NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series, beginning with the
2016 season, designed to ignite
and energize the growth of each
series.

In the NASCAR XFINITY Series,
where “Names Are Made,” each
event in the popular Dash 4 Cash
program now will be comprised of
Two Heats and a Main. Drivers who
win two of the four Dash 4 Cash
bonuses available also are all but
guaranteed a spot in the 2016
NASCAR XFINITY Series Chase.

In addition, the rugged NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series races
now will feature a Caution Clock,
which will be triggered at the start
of each green-flag run. When the
green flag is displayed, 20 minutes
will be placed on the clock. If/when
the clock expires, a caution will be
thrown.

“These innovations contain the
elements of racing that our fans
want the most,” said OʼDonnell.
“The enhancements put a premium

on in-race strategy, and will create
an unprecedented level of excite-
ment as teams make tactical deci-
sions that could impact their spot in
the Chase.”

NASCAR XFINITY SERIES
DASH 4 CASH: The NASCAR
XFINITY Series Dash 4 Cash will
be comprised of Two Heats and a
Main at four tracks: Bristol Motor
Speedway (April 16), Richmond In-
ternational Raceway (April 23),
Dover International Speedway
(May 14) and Indianapolis Motor
Speedway (July 23).

Qualifying for each Dash 4 Cash
event will set the 40-car field and
the starting positions for the Two
Heats with the fastest qualifier
awarded the Coors Light Pole
Award. Odd-numbered qualifiers
(1st, 3rd, 5th, etc.) will start in the
first Heat in respective order, while
even-numbered qualifiers (2nd,
4th, 6th, etc.) will start the second
Heat in respective order.

The Two Heats will set the start-
ing positions for the Main with the
top two NASCAR XFINITY Series
regulars in each Heat becoming el-
igible for the Dash 4 Cash bonus.
The highest finishing driver among
the four Dash 4 Cash eligible driv-
ers will be awarded a $100,000
bonus. 

If any driver wins two of the four
Dash 4 Cash bonuses available,
he/she is all but guaranteed a spot
in the 2016 NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries Chase. In short, two Dash 4
Cash bonuses are equivalent to
one race win in the new NASCAR
XFINITY Series Chase format. 

Drivers must have declared to
earn NASCAR XFINITY Series
points in order to be eligible for the
NASCAR XFINITY Series Dash 4
Cash bonus. 

NASCAR CAMPING WORLD
TRUCK SERIES CAUTION
CLOCK: A Caution Clock will be uti-
lized in each NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series event (except
for Eldora Speedway). The clock
will be set to 20 minutes and trig-
gered at the start of each green-
flag run during race events. When
the clock counts down to zero, a
caution flag then will be displayed
and no beneficiary will be awarded.
A caution occurring before time ex-
pires resets the clock when the
subsequent green flag is displayed
and the first truck a lap down will be
the beneficiary. 

The caution clock will be turned
off with 20 laps to go at all events in
the series, with the exception of
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park and
Pocono Raceway, where the clock
will be turned off with 10 laps re-
maining.
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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Five of
NASCARʼs iconic fig-
ures – four drivers and
one motorsports entre-
preneur – were en-
shrined into the
NASCAR Hall of Fame
in Charlotte, North
Carolina last Saturday
during the Induction
Ceremony held in the
Crown Ball Room at

the Charlotte Convention Center.
Those who added their names

to the list of now 35 NASCAR Hall
of Fame inductees, included: Jerry
Cook, Bobby Isaac, Terry Labonte,
O. Bruton Smith and Curtis Turner. 

The group makes up the Hallʼs
seventh class in its history.

Jerry Cook made his name in
the modified division, winning six
NASCAR Modified championships,
including four consecutively from
1974-77. He joins his rival from his
hometown of Rome, New York,
Richie Evans, as only the second
Hall of Fame driver whose career
wasnʼt connected to NASCARʼs
premier series. Cook won 342
NASCAR Modified races in 1,474
starts. Upon his retirement, Cook
stayed with the sport and helped
shape the series known today as
the NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour. He served as the seriesʼ di-
rector and also served as
NASCARʼs competition administra-
tor. 

“For me, itʼs always been
NASCAR,” Cook said. “Iʼve spent
my entire life in the greatest sport
in the world and to be honored in
this way – tonight – to be inducted
into the NASCAR Hall of Fame
along with the greatest names in
the sport – is the pinnacle of my ca-
reer.”

One of NASCARʼs original
speedsters, Bobby Isaac captured
19 poles in 1969 – a mark that still
stands as the record for poles in a
single season. His 49 career poles
are the 10th-most all time. More
than just a strong qualifier, Isaac
won the 1970 premier series cham-
pionship by posting 11 victories, 32
top fives and 38 top 10s in 47
starts. His 37 career wins rank 19th
on NASCARʼs all-time list.

“He died at the age of 45 doing
what he loved to do,” said Isaacʼs
former spouse, Patsy Isaac. “But
he died way too soon. Bobby
wouldʼve loved this honor.”    

Terry Labonte raced his way to
two NASCAR premier series cham-
pionships, the first in 1984, and the
second in 1996. The Texanʼs 12-
year gap between titles is the
longest in NASCAR history. A con-
summate professional, Labonte
earned the moniker “Iron Man”
thanks to his 655 consecutive
starts in NASCARʼs premier series,
a record which stood until 2002.
Labonte won 22 races, bookended
by Southern 500 victories in 1980
and 2003. His 361 top-10 finishes

ranks 10th all time.
“Before, Iʼd be introduced as a

two-time champion,” Labonte said.
“Now Iʼll be introduced as a
NASCAR Hall of Famer. And I think
thatʼs a whole lot cooler.” 

O. Bruton Smith finished build-
ing Charlotte Motor Speedway in
1960, the facility that became the
foundation of his Speedway Motor-
sports Inc. empire, which currently
owns eight NASCAR tracks hosting
12 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
events, the NASCAR Sprint All-Star
Race and additional high-profile
motorsports activities. He made
SMI the first motorsports company
to be traded at the New York Stock
Exchange when he took it public in
1995. Smith is the founder of Sonic
Automotive group and is active in
child-related causes with his phil-
anthropic foundation, Speedway
Childrenʼs Charities.

“I appreciate you all coming. I
hope you have a great season, a
great racing season,” Smith said.

“Iʼm delighted and Iʼm glad to be a
part of the (Hall of Fame) here, this
is great.” 

Nicknamed the “Babe Ruth of
stock car racing” for his big-time
personality and talent, NASCAR pi-
oneer Curtis Turner remains the
only premier series driver to win
two consecutive races from the
pole leading every lap. Turner
notched 17 wins, 54 top fives and
73 top 10s in 184 starts. He is the
only driver to win a NASCAR pre-
mier series race in a Nash and tal-
lied 38 victories in 79 NASCAR
Convertible Division events. In
1972, NASCAR Founder Bill
France said, “Curtis Turner was the
greatest race car driver I have ever
seen.”

“At dayʼs end and chats catching
up, Daddy would always say, any-
thing is possible,” said Turnerʼs
daughter, Margaret Sue Turner
Wright, who accepted on behalf of
her father. “And it was, and for us,
so it is.”

Each of the five inductees had
an inductor who officially welcomed
them into the hall. The inductors for
the five inductees: Robin Pember-
ton for Jerry Cook; Randy Isaac
(son) for Bobby Isaac; Kristy
Labonte Garrett (daughter) for
Terry Labonte; Darrell Waltrip for
Bruton Smith; and Leonard Wood
for Curtis Turner. 

Active drivers introduced each
inductee during tonightʼs program:
Tony Stewart for Jerry Cook; Ryan
Newman for Bobby Isaac; Kyle
Busch for Terry Labonte; Brad Ke-
selowski for Bruton Smith; and
Kevin Harvick for Curtis Turner.

In addition to the five inductees
enshrined on Saturday afternoon,
Harold Brasington was honored as

the second recipient of the Land-
mark Award for Outstanding Con-
tributions to NASCAR. 

Brasington, who believed in the
potential of Bill Franceʼs fledgling
NASCAR business, architected
Darlington Raceway in his home-
town of Darlington, South Carolina.
After completing the project, he ex-
pected 10,000 fans to show up at
the track, but instead 25,000 spec-
tators showed up for the inaugural
Southern 500 – NASCARʼs first
500-mile race. The race turned out
to be a mega-event that is still run
to this day. After building Darling-
ton, Brasington helped create
Charlotte Motor Speedway and
North Carolina Motor Speedway in
Rockingham.

Prior to todayʼs Induction Cere-
mony, long-time NASCAR broad-
caster Steve Byrnes was bestowed
the fifth Squier-Hall Award for
NASCAR Media Excellence. 

Byrnesʼs motorsports broadcast-
ing career spanned more than
three decades. He most recently
served as the play-by-play an-
nouncer for the NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series on FS1 and
was the networkʼs co-host of
NASCAR Race Hub. Last April,
Byrnes passed away after a long
and courageous battle with cancer.
Throughout his career, Byrnes pro-
vided mentorship for countless
young broadcasters and provided
race fans with quality insight and
entertainment as a pit reporter for
CBS, TNN, TBS and FOX.
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2016 NASCAR Hall of Fame

Induction Ceremony Honors

Five Of Sportʼs Greatest

Portrait of the 2016 Nascar Hall of Fame Inductees, Bruton Smith,

Jerry Cook and Terry Labonte following the induction ceremony at

The NASCAR Hall of Fame. Drivers Bobby Isaac and Curtis Turner

were also inducted postumously. (SCOTT BROWN/GETTY IMAGES

photo)

Steve Byrnes posthumously

awarded the Squier-Hall Award,

accepting for him was wife

Karen and son Bryson Byrnes

at the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

(SCOTT BROWN/GETTY IM-

AGES photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - What
was old has become
new again as the
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour and
NASCAR Whelen
Southern Modified
Tour 2016 schedules
have been revealed.

Upstate New
Yorkʼs Oswego
Speedway and Mas-
sachusettsʼ Seekonk
Speedway have re-

turned to the Whelen Modified Tour
schedule for the coming season,
reuniting the northeast-based cir-
cuit with two venues that have
played an integral part of the tourʼs
history. Likewise, North Carolina
speedplant Concord Speedway
has also rejoined the Whelen
Southern Modified Tour calendar
for next year while East Carolina
Motor Speedway is a newcomer to
the southern circuit.

The 32nd season for the Whelen
Modified Tour will feature nine dif-
ferent facilities and 17 champi-
onship races, the most for the tour
since 2005. Here is a breakdown of
the 2016 calendar:

•Connecticutʼs Thompson
Speedway Motorsports Park will
once again hold the season open-
ing and season closing events as
well as two midseason races. Each
of Stafford Motor Speedwayʼs four
traditional dates also return to the
famed Nutmeg State oval.

•The Whelen Modified Tour will
remain a fixture on the racing card
for both New Hampshire Motor
Speedway NASCAR national se-
ries weekends.

•The Whelen Modified and Whe-
len Southern Modified Tours will re-
turn to Bristol Motor Speedway for
the eighth edition of the annual
combination event during the pop-
ular August NASCAR race week.

•Long Island New Yorkʼs River-
head Raceway once again will re-
turn with events while Monadnock
Speedway and New London-Wa-
terford Speedbowl will feature one
race each.

•The late spring run of consecu-
tive Connecticut events at New
London-Waterford, Stafford and
Thompson returns for the second
year, but is spaced out over the
course of a month this time around.

•Oswego, a .625-mile oval near
the shore of Lake Ontario, con-
tested four Whelen Modified Tour
races in both 1988 and 1989.

Seekonk, bordering Rhode Island
and its capital city Providence, held
its first Whelen Modified Tour race
in 1987. The .333-mile oval wel-
comed the tour back for five races
between 2000 and 2005.

The 12th season of Whelen
Southern Modified Tour competition
will feature 11 points races at seven
different southeastern tracks.
Hereʼs how the 2016 schedule
shakes out for the southern tour:

•North Carolinaʼs Caraway
Speedway will once again play host
to the season opener. The venera-
ble oval will have three subsequent
dates, one more than a year ago.

•A champion will once again be
crowned at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way, marking the seventh consecu-
tive year the tour has visited the
frontstretch quarter-mile at the leg-
endary North Carolina facility.

•Virginiaʼs South Boston Speed-
way will return with two events
while famed Bowman Gray Sta-
dium has its traditional summer
showcase.

•Concord, a high-speed, half-
mile tri-oval located in the heart of
North Carolinaʼs NASCAR industry,
held one previous Whelen South-
ern Modified Tour event in 2009.

•East Carolinaʼs high banks are
set to play host to the first Whelen
Southern Modified Tour event in its
history. The D-shaped, .375-mile
oval is located in Robersonville,
North Carolina.

The All-Star Shootout will also
return for a third season as part of
the July NASCAR race weekend at
New Hampshire. The non-points
event features champions, race
winners and Sunoco Rookies of the
Year from both the Whelen Modi-
fied and Whelen Southern Modified
Tours.

NASCAR Announces

2016 K&N Pro Series

Schedules
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

NASCAR K&N Pro Series has be-
come the preeminent development
proving ground for the sportʼs fu-
ture stars. 

The 27 races on the 2016
schedule – from New England to
Southern California, and from
Washington to Florida – provides a
comprehensive slate of venues and
events designed to test drivers and
showcase the best and brightest for
NASCAR fans.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East and West schedules comprise

of 14 points races for each cham-
pionship. It is highlighted by the an-
nual meeting in the Heartland for
the combination race at Iowa
Speedway on July 29.

Both calendars include some of
the best short tracks in the United
States, as well as several compan-
ion events with NASCARʼs three
national series, and three road-
course races in each series.

In addition to returns to iconic
staples of the East and West, both
schedules feature some exciting
new events for 2016: New Jersey
Motorsports Park, Alabamaʼs Mo-
bile International Speedway and
Virginiaʼs Dominion Raceway in the
East, and Westʼs first trip to Cali-
forniaʼs Orange Show Speedway in
more than 30 years.

The West slate also features the
return of Douglas County Speed-
way in Oregon, as well as the first
doubleheader weekend in seriesʼ
modern history with a pair of Sep-
tember races at Utah Motorsports
Campus, formerly Miller Motor-
sports Park. The East celebrates
the return to Connecticutʼs historic
Stafford Motor Speedway for the
first time since 2008. 

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will race at 13 different tracks
in 12 states. Highlights of the 2016
schedule include:

•The championship season will
kick off once again at Floridaʼs
high-banked New Smyrna Speed-
way on Sunday, Feb. 14, and the
champion will be crowned at The
Monster Mile, Dover International
Speedway, on Friday, Sept. 30.

•The series will be the center-
piece of the inaugural season of
the brand-new Dominion Raceway,
a .4-mile oval 25 minutes south of
Fredericksburg, Virginia with a trip
on Memorial Day (Monday, May
30). 

•New Jersey will join New Yorkʼs
Watkins Glen International and
VIRginia International Raceway to
give the schedule a trio of road-
course venues.

•Stafford was a staple of the se-
riesʼ early years as the NASCAR
Busch North Series with 29 races
in 22 years, and will be the second
trip to New England for the series
along with New
Hampshire Motor
Speedway.

•The series will
again race at two of
NASCARʼs most ven-
erable tracks with a
pair of trips to South
Carolinaʼs Greenville
Pickens Speedway,
and the July 2 event
at Ohioʼs Columbus

Motor Speedway.
Highlights of the NASCAR K&N

Pro Series West, which will race at
13 different tracks across eight
states, include:

•The 2016 run will begin and end
in California. The campaign will get
underway in Southern California
with a Saturday, March 19 race at
Irwindale Speedway, just north of
Los Angeles. The West will decide
its champion on Saturday, Oct. 15,
at All American Speedway, near
Sacramento.

•In an unprecedented race
weekend, the series will compete in
two full championship races on
Sept. 10-11 at Utah Motorsports
Campus, the state-of-the-art road
course 30 minutes southwest of
Salt Lake City. The series ran at the
track from 2007-2014 before it was
closed temporarily last year. It is
the first time the series will run
back-to-back days since 1979, and
first time since the seriesʼ modern
era began in 1971 that the two
races in two days will be run at the
same track. 

•After successful inaugural
events in 2015, Arizonaʼs Tucson
Speedway and Idahoʼs Meridian
Speedway are again on the sched-
ule and join seriesʼ staples Kern
County Raceway Park in California,
Colorado National Speedway and
Washingtonʼs Evergreen Speed-
way.

•In addition to Utahʼs two races,
Californiaʼs Sonoma Raceway will
be the third road course event as it
hosts its 38th West race on the
NASCAR Sprint Cup weekend in
June.

•Orange Show Speedway, the
quarter-mile oval in San
Bernardino, California, has been in
continuous operation since 1947. It
held eight West races between
1968 and ʼ78.

In addition to Iowa, Watkins
Glen, New Hampshire and Dover,
companion events for the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series feature East stops
at Bristol Motor Speedway, as well
as the annual West race at
Sonoma. The 27 races that make
up the NASCAR K&N Pro East and
West calendar will be contested on
26 different weekends.
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CHARLOTTE, NC
- With the release
today of the complete
weekend schedule for
the upcoming PASS
Winter Meltdown 150
at Greenville-Pickens
Speedway, Super Late
Model teams from
across North America
are beginning to make

their final preparations.  This yearʼs
third running of the early-season
event looks to be the biggest yet as
the Meltdown moves to its new
home in the Palmetto State.
Northern drivers have dominated

the two previous runnings of the
PASS Winter Meltdown in Florida
with New Hampshireʼs Brad
Leighton taking the checkered flag
at New Smyrna Speedway in 2010
and Maineʼs Joey Doiron claiming
the victory at Auburndale Speed-
way in 2013.

Being on Super Bowl weekend,
the PASS Winter Meltdown will be
short track racingʼs first major
points event of 2016 and will also
feature a 100 lap event for the
South East Limited Late Models
(Non-Winners), a 75 lapper for the
Southeast Supertrucks, both pay-
ing $3,000 to win, and a 40 lap
event for the Mini Stocks paying
$2,000 to the winner.  Rookie Hay-
den Humphries recently tested at
Greenville-Pickens Speedway and
plans to do “double-duty,” compet-
ing in both the PASS Super Late
Model and Southeast Limited Late
Model races.  The PASS Winter
Meltdown 150 lapper will go green
on Saturday afternoon, February 6
at 2 PM and will serve as the first
race of 2016 for the PASS South

Super Late Models and the PASS
National Championship Series. 

The first batch of PASS Super
Late Models entries has been re-
leased and includes drivers from all
over the United States.  Northwest
short track legend Garrett Evans
will pilot the famous #64 in the
PASS Winter Meltdown.  The
Washington state driver will com-
pete in several PASS events
throughout the season, with an eye
towards possible competing for the
PASS National Championship.
Texas youngster Derek Scott, Jr.
will make his first trip to Greenville-
Pickens Speedway for the Winter
Meltdown.  Scott competed in three
PASS South events last year, in-
cluding the Easter Bunny 150 at
Hickory Motor Speedway, where he
was the fastest qualifier and led the
most laps.  Michigan driver Vinnie
Miller returns in 2016 after several
impressive runs late last year.
Miller has already announced his
intention to compete on the full
schedule as he races for the PASS
South Super Late Model champi-
onship this year.  

A strong group of contenders
from North Carolina have also pre-
entered, including two former
PASS champions.  Tate Fogleman
from Durham claimed his first
PASS South Super Late Model
championship in 2015 and hopes
to become the first driver in series
history to repeat.  Fellow teenager
Kodie Conner from Kannapolis
moves up to the PASS South
Super Late Model division full-time
in 2016 after taking the PASS Pro
Late Model title last year.  Matt
Craig, another teenaged driver
from Kannapolis, looks to build on

a strong finish to the 2015 season
in the C&C Boilers machine which
saw him finish fourth in points.  Vet-
eran Jimmy Doyle of Henderson-
ville finished fifth in PASS South
points in 2015 and will be seeking
his first career win.  And, North Car-
olinaʼs Jeff Batten has filed an entry
for the Meltdown, following a career
best sixth place finish in the final
PASS South Super Late Model
standings last year.

Action gets underway at
Greenville-Pickens Speedway on
Friday, February 5th with gates
opening at 9 AM and rotating prac-
tice for the PASS Super Late Mod-
els, Southeast Limited Late
Models, Southeast Supertrucks,
and Mini Stocks from 11 AM – 5
PM.  On Saturday, February 6th,
gates will open at 8 AM, with rotat-
ing practice from 10 AM – 12:05
PM, qualifying at 12:30 PM, and
feature events set to go green at 2
PM.

The complete weekend sched-
ule and entry forms for the PASS
Winter Meltdown at Greenville-
Pickens Speedway can be found at
ProAllStarsSeries.com.  The 2016
license forms for the PASS Super
Late Models are now available at
ProAllStarsSeries.com.  Drivers
purchasing licenses for the 2016
season will receive bonus points for
each race they are pre-registered
for and will also save money to-
wards any events that they enter
early.

The Pro All Stars Series is rec-
ognized as North Americaʼs pre-
mier sanctioning body for asphalt
Super Late Models and boasts
such marquee events as the Easter
Bunny 150 at Hickory Motor
Speedway and the legendary Ox-
ford 250 at Oxford Plains Speed-
way.  For media or marketing
questions, please contact Alan
Dietz at 704-231-2039 or alandiet-
zpass@live.com.  Please visit
ProAllStarsSeries.com for more in-
formation and donʼt forget to “Like”

the Pro All Stars Series on Face-
book or follow us on Twitter at
@PASSSLM14 to keep up with
breaking news as it happens.

PASS National

Championship Series

To Be Highlighted By

Major Events In North

And South
NAPLES, ME - Pro All Stars Se-

ries (PASS) officials have released
the six dates and locations that will
make up the 2016 PASS National
Championship Series.  The sched-
ule is comprised of six premier
Super Late Model events in both
PASS North and PASS South that
will determine an overall PASS Na-
tional Champion.  The PASS Na-
tional Series will be highlighted
once again by the prestigious 43rd
Annual Oxford 250 at Oxford Plains
Speedway in August.  And, the
PASS National Championship Se-
ries will return to Connecticutʼs
Thompson Speedway Motorsports
Park for the first time since 2010.
While awards are currently still
being finalized, the champion will
once again receive a unique cham-
pionship ring, while team members
will receive championship belt
buckles, from longtime PASS sup-
porter, Northern Race Tire.

“Thanks to a lot of time and ef-
fort by a group of really dedicated
people, we are very pleased to an-
nounce our 2016 PASS National
Series,ʼ” said PASS President Tom
Mayberry.  “These events exem-
plify whatʼs great about short track
racing and we feel each of them will
attract the best Super Late Model
drivers from across the continent.
All of these events are unique and
will prove to be a challenge for our
competitors.  With events from
Maine to South Carolina, a broad
base of fans will get to see racers
from all over North America come
together to crown Super Late
Model racingʼs only true National
Champion.”

The PASS National Champi-
onship Series gets underway in just
over a month with the Winter Melt-
down at Greenville-Pickens Speed-
way in South Carolina on February
6.  In addition to a talented group of
PASS regulars, former PASS Na-
tional Champions Ben Rowe, Joey
Doiron and Jay Fogleman, who re-
turns in 2016 to race for the na-
tional title, hope to contain a strong
contingent of drivers from the
United States and Canada as they
tackle the tough, flat half-mile
speedway for 150 green flag laps.  

(Continued Next Page)
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Early Entrants Abound
For Expanded

PASS Winter Meltdown at
Greenville-Pickens

The PASS Winter Meltdown 150 lapper will go green February 6th at the famed Greenville-

Pickens Speedway. (PASS photo)



Continued…

Fittingly on Super
Bowl weekend, fans
will get to see drivers
from across the spec-
trum of short track rac-
ing as big events for
the South East Limited
Late Models, South-
east Supertrucks, and
Mini Stocks will also
be taking place as part
of the Winter Melt-
down.

From Greenville-
Pickens Speedway in
February, it is back to
the most traditional

stop on the PASS National Cham-
pionship Series, Hickory Motor
Speedway in North Carolina on
March 26.  The 11th Annual Easter
Bunny 150 will continue in 2016 as
one of short track racingʼs biggest
events of the Spring.  Since vet-
eran Mike Rowe won the first
Easter Bunny 150 back in 2006,
Hickory Motor Speedwayʼs hal-
lowed victory lane has been cher-
ished by every Super Late Model
driver that has followed in his tire
tracks.  This yearʼs Easter Bunny
150 at Hickory will also be the in-
augural event of the most antici-
pated new series in the country, the
Southern Modified Racing Series
Presented By PASS.

Race three of the 2016 PASS
National Championship Series will
be the first of the year in New Eng-
land and will be contested at one of
the fastest tracks in the country.
The PASS Super Late Models will
compete for 75 laps at Thompson
Speedway Motorsports Park in
Connecticut as part of the Ice-
breaker weekend April 9-10, along
with the NASCAR Whelen Mod-
fieds.  PASS returns to Thompson
Speedway for the first time since
2012 in an event that will also dou-
ble as the PASS North Super Late
Model season opener.

The next race on the 2016 PASS
National Championship Series will
be at perhaps the most legendary
of all short track races.  The 43rd
Annual Oxford 250 at Maineʼs Ox-
ford Plains Speedway on August
28 will continue a tradition that
started in 1974 and has seen such
winners as Butch Lindley, Geoff
Bodine, Junior Hanley, Ricky
Craven, Mike and Ben Rowe,
Kevin Harvick, and Kyle Busch.
And, with one of the richest purses
in all of Super Late Model racing,
the Oxford 250 should once again
attract North Americaʼs best driv-
ers, all competing for the $25,000
winnerʼs share.  This year, Turner,

MEʼs Glen Luce bested over 70
other drivers to claim over $30,000
for his first win in the prestigious
race.

Next up, the PASS National
Championship Series will hold its
final race of the year in New Eng-
land at another traditional stop, the
Beech Ridge Motor Speedway in
Scarborough, ME.  The PASS 400
Weekend at Beech Ridge on Sep-
tember 16-18 is always a favorite
for both fans and competitors and
this yearʼs contest will be no differ-
ent.

The PASS National Champi-
onship Series will conclude on No-
vember 5 at Concord Speedway
with the 14th Annual North-South
Shootout.  PASS made a success-
ful return to Concord in 2015 with
events in May and November.  The
2016 North-South Shootout will
again be a test of man and ma-
chine around the treacherous half-
mile triangular speedway.  It will be
a big weekend of racing that will
see the inaugural Southern Modi-
fied Racing Series Presented By
PASS champion crowned the night
before and the PASS South Super
Late Model champion also crowned
on Saturday, November 5.

Southern Modified
Racing Series

Inaugural Season
Schedule Complete
CHARLOTTE, NC - Pro All Stars

Series (PASS) officials and Renee
Hackett announced today the final
dates on the inaugural Southern
Modified Racing Series Presented
by PASS schedule.  The Southʼs
newest Tour-type Modified division
will compete 11 times during the
2016 season at eight different
speedways.  In addition to the pre-
viously announced events at Hick-
ory Motor Speedway, Concord
Speedway, Anderson Motor
Speedway, and Caraway Speed-
way, the Southern Modified Racing
Series Presented by PASS sched-
ule will be filled out by dates at Ace
Motor Speedway, Tri-County Motor
Speedway, and Dillon Motor
Speedway.  Additionally, four of
those events will be “mega-shows,”
pairing the Southern Modified Rac-
ing Series with the PASS South
Super Late Models.

“We are extremely pleased with
the schedule we have been able to
put together for the debut season
of the Southern Modified Racing
Series,” said PASS President Tom
Mayberry.  “Weʼve got a great slate
of events which will see the Modi-
fieds race on the same card as the
PASS South Super Late Models

several times in 2016.  But, weʼre
very proud to have the Southern
Modified Racing Series Presented
by PASS schedule filled with a
group of tracks that have a strong
fan base for the Modifieds.” 

The inaugural Southern Modi-
fied Racing Series Presented By
PASS event is scheduled for Satur-
day, March 26 at Hickory Motor
Speedway as part of the 11th An-
nual Easter Bunny 150 weekend.
Along with a PASS National Cham-
pionship race for the Super Late
Models and the first race for the
new South East Mini Stock Tour,
the prestigious Easter Bunny 150
weekend will only continue to grow
in prominence with the addition of
the Southern Modified Racing Se-
ries.

Following an event at a track to
be named soon on Friday night,
April 1, the series will move to the
newly renamed Ace Motor Speed-
way in Altamahaw, NC on Friday
night, April 22.  After the Ace event,
the Southern Modified Racing Se-
ries will be paired with the PASS
South Super Late Models for the
next two races on the schedule.
The Southern Modified Racing Se-
ries will compete on Memorial Day
weekend at the ultra-fast Concord
Speedway on Friday night, May 27
and then move to Anderson Motor
Speedway in South Carolina on Fri-
day night, June 17.

On Saturday night, July 2, the
Southern Modified Racing Series
will stage a special Independence
Day weekend show at a track soon
to be named.  Then, on Friday
night, July 22 the series will move
to the racy confines of Tri-County
Motor Speedway in Hudson, NC.

On Saturday, August 27, the
Southern Modified Racing Series
will compete at Caraway Speed-
way, a long-time favorite of Modi-
fied fans in the Carolinas for the
first of two shows there in 2016.
Then, itʼs off to Ron Barfieldʼs Dil-
lon Motor Speedway in the South
Carolina Pee Dee region for a spe-
cial Labor Day race on Monday,
September 5, the day following the
Southern 500 at nearby Darlington
Raceway.

The Southern Modified Racing
Series will be back at Caraway
Speedway on Saturday night, Oc-
tober 22 before heading to Con-
cord Speedway on Friday night,
November 4 for a prelude to the
14th Annual North-South Shootout.

“Iʼm very excited about the
schedule we have been able to put
together and to do it in such a rela-
tively short period time,” says the
Southern Modified Racing Seriesʼ
Renee Hackett.  “Ever since we

first announced this concept, we
have had an enthusiastic response
from the competitors and race
fans.  The tracks we have part-
nered with are excited and have
been great to work with and I just
canʼt wait to get underway at Hick-
ory in March.” 

Licenses for the new Southern
Modified Racing Series Presented
by PASS will soon be available at
SouthernModifiedRacingSeries.co
m and ProAllStarsSeries.com.
Drivers purchasing licenses for the
2016 season will receive bonus
points for each race they are pre-
registered for and will also save
money towards any events that
they enter early.  2016 rules are
also now posted at SouthernModi-
fiedRacingSeries.com.

PASS Announces 2016 North
Super Late Model Dates

NAPLES, ME - Pro All Stars Se-
ries (PASS) officials announced
today the release of the 2016
schedule for the PASS North Super
Late Models.  The Northeastʼs top
short trackers will once again com-
pete at some of the best speed-
ways in New England, highlighted
by the 43rd Annual Oxford 250 at
Oxford Plains Speedway.  The sea-
son will begin with the return of
PASS to Thompson Speedway Mo-
torsports Park in Connecticut as
part of the Icebreaker weekend
April 9-10.  PASS will continue to
build on its relationship with the
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) by
hosting four doubleheader events
together in 2016.  PASS will also
return to White Mountain Motor-
sports Park in North Woodstock,
NH for the first time since 2013.
The PASS North Super Late Mod-
els will compete on 8 different
speedways in 4 states in 2016. 

“Weʼre very happy with the
strong group of tracks that we have
assembled for our racers to com-
pete on in 2016,” said PASS Presi-
dent Tom Mayberry.  “There was a
lot of excitement surrounding our
partnership with ACT in 2015 and
weʼre excited to build on that next
year.  The move of the Oxford 250
to August solidified its place as one
of short track racingʼs biggest
events and weʼre glad to continue
that in 2016.  Weʼre also excited to
once again be returning to Thomp-
son and White Mountain next year.”

The 43rd Annual Oxford 250
continues on its late August week-
end in 2016 with racers from all
across North America expected to
compete for $25,000 to win, plus
guaranteed lap leader money on
August 26-28.  On Saturday night, 

(Continued Next Page)
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August 27, the ACT
Late Models will join
the Valenti Modifieds
for a big night of action
leading up to the 250.
Additionally, the ACT
Late Model winner will
receive a guaranteed
starting spot in the
next dayʼs 43rd An-
nual Oxford 250 as

long as they attempt to qualify.  
A tune-up to the Oxford 250 will

take place on Saturday, July 31.  In
addition, Oxford Plains Speedway
will once again host the PASS
North Super Late Models, along
with the ACT Late Models on Sun-

day, April 17 and will crown the
PASS North champion with the
season finale on Saturday, October
15.  

PASS will also stage a special
Independence Day weekend show
at Oxford Plains Speedway on
Sunday, July 3.  This event will be a
non-points event, featuring PASS
“non-winners” and an Enduro race.

Maineʼs Beech Ridge Motor
Speedway, with continued support
from Southern Maine Chrysler-
Dodge-Jeep, will host the PASS
North Super Late Models three
times in 2016 on Saturday, April 30,
Saturday, July 9, and the inaugural
New England 500 on September
17-18.  On Saturday, September
17, the PASS Super Late Models

and ACT Late Models will qualify,
with feature racing for the Valenti
Modifieds and support divisions.
On Sunday, September 18, the
New England 500 will consist of the
PASS 300 for the PASS Super Late
Models and the Fall Foliage 200 for
the ACT Late Models.  

Speedway 95 in Hermon, ME re-
turns to the PASS North schedule
for a third consecutive year with a
150 lap event slated for Sunday,
May 15.

PASS will make its first of six
trips in 2016 to the state of New
Hampshire on Saturday, May 7 at
Star Speedway.  PASS returns to
White Mountain Motorsports Park
twice in 2016 after an absence of
three years with events there on

Saturday, June 11 and Saturday,
July 23, when they will be paired
with the ACT Late Models.  The se-
ries will also be in the Granite State
on Friday, June 24 for an event at
Lee USA Speedway and again on
Friday, August 12.  PASS will be
back at Star Speedway on Satur-
day, October 1 for the penultimate
event of the 2016 season.

The Super Late Models of PASS
will compete for only the second
time ever at Thunder Road Interna-
tional Speedbowl in Vermont on
Sunday, May 29. The PASS North
Super Late Models will race for 150
laps and the Thunder Road Late
Models will join them for the
Mekkelsen Memorial Day Classic
100.
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PENSACOLA, FL
- The Southern Super
Series presented by
Sunoco is back for its
fourth year of action.
The 2016 season for
one of the premier
Super Late Model
touring series in Amer-
ica will consist of a 12-
race schedule at six
tracks in four different
states.

The series will
begin on March 20 at

South Alabama Speedway and will
end at the home of the Snowball
Derby, Five Flags Speedway in
Pensacola, Florida, on October 1.

"With 2015 in the rear view and
Texan Casey Smith joining Daniel
Hemric and Bubba Pollard as
Southern Super Series Champi-
ons, we're excited to look ahead to-
wards the 2016 season," said Tim
Bryant, Southern Super Series pro-
moter.  "With the help of a great
marketing partner in Green Oil and
the Sunoco brand, along with a
host of others, we'll be offering
some even more exciting things to
a group of the best Super Late
Model teams in the country."

The Rattler 250 at South Ala-
bama Speedway in Opp, Alabama
will kickoff the series slate on the
weekend of March 20.  The Rattler
250 weekend will be one of just
three multi-day events for the
Southern Super Series presented
by Sunoco.

From there the series will head
to its newest event, the
North/South Super Late Model
Challenge, at the historic Fair-
grounds Speedway in Nashville,
Tennessee on the weekend of April

8 and 9.  The North/South Super
Late Model Challenge will be a
combo event with the ARCA/CRA
Super Series.  It will feature a 125-
lap points race for each series on
Friday, April 8, and then a show-
down between drivers of both se-
ries on Saturday, April 9.

At the end of April, the Southern
Super Series will make its tradi-
tional trip to the Gulf Coast for its
only doubleheader weekend at
Five Flags Speedway (FL) and Mo-
bile International Speedway in Ala-
bama.  The series will race Friday,
April 29 at Five Flags, and the very
next day at Mobile.

The series will return to Five
Flags Speedway just about one
month later on Friday, May 27 for a
100-lap showdown.  Just one week
later, on June 4, SSS will pay its
second visit to Crisp Motorsports
Park (formerly Watermelon Capital
Speedway) in Georgia following the
success of last year's race that saw
a thrilling battle for the win between
Daniel Hemric, Chase Elliott and
Harrison Burton in the closing laps.

The Southern Super Series will
visit Alabama's Montgomery Motor
Speedway twice in 2016, with the
first visit coming on June 18 for the
"Rumble by the River."  The series
will return to Montgomery for its
penultimate race of the season, the
Alabama 200, the weekend of Sep-
tember 11.

South Alabama Speedway will
play host to the Southern Super
Series a second time in 2016 when
the series returns on July 9.  The
series will race just one more time
in the month of July when it heads
back to Five Flags Speedway on
July 22.

The Lee Fields Memorial 150

will be a Super Late Model race for
the second-straight year and will
play a deciding factor in the cham-
pionship battle as the Southern
Super Series visits Mobile once
again with just three races remain-
ing on the calendar.  The Lee
Fields Memorial will be held on Sat-
urday, August 20.

For the third consecutive year
the Southern Super Series will con-
clude its season at Five Flags
Speedway on Saturday, October
1.  The Deep South Cranes 150 will
decide a champion and will serve
as the final tune-up before the 49th
Annual Snowball Derby.

"Our schedule will offer diversity
in tracks, distance and even for-
mats," said Bryant.  "We've worked
hard to schedule with other major
touring groups, to ensure that rac-
ers would be able to run multiple
series if they choose to."

Please visit SouthernSuper-
Series.com for more information.
Marketing packages for the 2016
season are now available.

SSS Announces Two
Schedule Changes for

2016 Season
PENSACOLA, FL - Southern

Super Series presented by Sunoco
officials announced today two
schedule changes for the 2016
season.   The schedule changes
are meant to allow its southeast-
based teams as many opportuni-
ties to race as possible. 

The 2016 Southern Super Se-
ries season finale, originally sched-

uled for Saturday, October 1 at
Pensacola, Florida's Five Flags
Speedway, has been moved back
one week to Saturday, September
24.  Also, the April 30 event at Mo-
bile International Speedway in Irv-
ington, Alabama has been moved
to May 28.

"We have always strived to work
hand-in-hand with tracks and se-
ries on our Southern Super Series
dates to allow our drivers as many
opportunities to compete and to
avoid scheduling conflicts if at all
possible," said Tim Bryant, pro-
moter of the Southern Super Se-
ries. 

"Unfortunately, especially late in
the season, there are only so many
weekends available.  We appreci-
ate an open dialogue with all Super
Late Model track and series pro-
moters to allow racers as many op-
portunities to race and hopefully we
can continue to work together to-
wards that goal moving forward."

The shift to May 28 for the Mo-
bile event now makes the Southern
Super Series' lone "Gulf Coast
Doubleheader" weekend on the
Memorial Day holiday weekend.
The Super Late Model tour's stars
will open the Gulf Coast double-dip
on Friday, May 27 at Five Flags
Speedway in Pensacola, FL.

The Southern Super Series pre-
sented by Sunoco will open its 12-
race 2016 schedule at the
prestigious Rattler 250, March 18-
20 at South Alabama Speedway in
Kinston, Alabama. 

For more information visit
www.southernsuperseries.com.
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MOORESVILLE,
NC - After a historic
year in the inaugural
CARS Tour season
that saw an average of
55 cars per event be-
tween the two divi-
sions, the Mooresville,
North Carolina based
sanctioning body is
proud to announce a
loyalty program begin-
ning in 2016. The pro-

gram will be based on participation
and not performance and is ex-
pected to take the tour to new
heights in the future.

In addition to paying one of the
best late model purses in the coun-
try, $5,500 to win and $550 to start
for a total of $29,375 per division
on thirty car fields, competitors will
now qualify for free items such as
VP Racing Fuel and Hoosier race
tires, when showing their loyalty to
the CARS Tour.

The program takes effect after a
team competes in the first five
races on the 2016 schedule. At the
sixth race in the season (June 25th
Greenville-Pickens) all program
qualified teams will receive 20 gal-
lons of VP-CRT race fuel for free.
Beginning with race number seven
(July 30th Orange County Speed-
way) every team on the program
will receive one free Hoosier F-
45RS tire throughout the remaining

events as long as they do not miss
a race. Points standing position
does not dictate the ability to be
qualified for the program.

In addition, the all-new 2016 An-
nual Entry Form to enter all ten (10)
events prior to the start of the sea-
son is available saving teamʼs ad-
dition money on the year.

Teams can enter all ten races for
a onetime fee and receive one race
entry for free. The CARS Tour Hard
Card Fast Pass will also be return-
ing again for 2016. Individuals can
purchase an annual hard card, re-
ceiving one free pit pass on the
year, to take advantage of even
more savings and a dedicated sign
in express line at each and every
event.

Both the annual entry forms and
hard card fast pass applications are
available now online at
www.carsracingtour.com under the
“Competitors” section.

The total value of the program
and discounts will equal a minimum
savings of $1,055 on the year per
team. With future plans to expand
the program the long term growth
possibilities of the CARS Tour is
unmatched. 

“This is a program we feel is the
future of the CARS Tour. Itʼs all
about getting competitors to buy in
to what we are doing as a tour,” ex-
plained CARS Tour Director of Op-
erations, Chris Ragle. “We had 20

teams run every race last season
and you add that number to the
savings amount per team and do
the math on what we are doing to
make this program work for the
tourʼs future growth. Not only will
you be racing for the best purse
each event, but now you can get
something back on your investment
competing with the CARS Tour no
matter what your compete level is
as a team. Itʼs a huge program we
are deeply excited about to kick off
the 2016 with.”     

For more information and to stay
up with all the latest news and in-
formation on the all new CARS
Late Model Stock Tour and the all
new CARS Super Late Model Tour
visit www.carsracingtour.com. You
can also follow the tour along on
Twitter @CARSTour and stay con-
nected via the tours Facebook
page by liking “CARS Tour”.

VP Racing Fuels

Named Title Sponsor

of Super Late Model

Division
SAN ANTONIO, TX - Officials

with the Championship Auto Rac-
ing Series (CARS) Tour today an-
nounced VP Racing Fuels will
continue as the seriesʼ “Official
Fuel” through the 2018 season.
Under the agreement, VPʼs CRT™,
a proprietary race fuel blend for ex-
clusive use by all CARS competi-
tors, has been designated as Spec
Fuel for the series. In addition to
being named the official fuel of the
tour, VP Racing Fuels will be the

title sponsor of the Super Late
Model division. The CARS Super
Late Model Tour fueled by VP Rac-
ing Fuels, along with the CARS
Late Model Stock Car division,
takes the green flag on the 2016
season beginning April 2nd.     

“VP Racing Fuels has supported
our endeavors dating back to the
Pro Cup Series day and have
never wavered with that support. To
be able to announce a long term
partnership with them says a lot
about their commitment to our se-
ries and our competitors going for-
ward," said Jack McNelly, owner of
CARS Tour.

“A solid marketing partner like
VP Racing Fuels as our Super Late
Model division sponsor allows the
series to grow in a direction we de-
sire; just as VP wants to grow
within the short track pavement
market along with us.”      

“Weʼre very pleased to continue
our partnership with the CARS
Tour,” said Chris Wall, VPʼs Chief
Marketing Officer. 

“The CARS Tour provides a
great proving ground for younger
racers and we appreciate the op-
portunity to provide them and their
veteran counterparts with a top
quality fuel like CRT.  We look for-
ward to working with Jack and his
team to help grow the series for
years to come.” 

For each event, trackside fuel
service will be provided by VP or its
designated distributor.  Questions
regarding trackside service or fuel
orders can be directed to VP-South
at 706-335-3355 or the CARS Tour
office at 704-662-9212.
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INDIANAPOLIS,
IN - Dreams do come
true. That was the
theme of the night Sat-
urday in downtown In-
dianapolis as the
ARCA Racing Series
presented by Menards
held its annual post-
season banquet.

Grant Enfinger
was honored as the
2015 driver champion.

The Fairhope, Alabama native had
a dominant season with GMS Rac-
ing, leading the point standings
from start to finish. ARCA President
Ron Drager said that for Enfinger,
his “passion for the sport, ability
and hard work and a little of that Al-
abama stubbornness” propelled

him to the championship.
Several drivers and team own-

ers took time to congratulate Enfin-
ger on his championship run in just
his third full-time season in the se-
ries. He drove his first ARCA race
in 2008.

ARCA presented two surprise
awards Saturday, giving John
Menard and sponsor Menards the
prestigious Marcum Award and
Dave Dixon of Ilmor the Spirit
Award.

Jim Johnson, Menards mer-
chant coach, accepted the award
on behalf of Menards.

“This is a great honor,” Johnson
said. “Itʼs really special.”

Dixon, who is retiring at the end
of the year, was instrumental in the
building and implementation of the

ARCA Ilmor 396 engine, which
made its debut in the ARCA Racing
Series in 2015.

The engine earned praise from
several drivers who took the stage
Saturday, including Hoosier Tire
Superspeedway Challenge cham-
pion Matt Kurzejewski.

Kyle Weatherman became the
latest Cunningham Motorsports
driver to bring home the SCOTT
Rookie of the Year award. He was
part of a lot of hardware distribution
Saturday, having finished 10th in
points, winning the Calypso
Lemonades Short Track Challenge
and being part of the Bill France
Four Crown championship.

Sarah Cornett-Ching took the
stage as the seventh-place driver in
the final 2015 driver point standings
after a video showed how she pro-
gressed in one year from a welder
in northern Canada to full-time race
car driver.

“This year, I learned more than I
thought possible,” Cornett-Ching

said, recapping her first year in pro-
fessional racing.

Besides the national tour, ARCA
also took time to celebrate the
champions of the three regional
touring series.

Jeff Myers Jr. started in racing
by running go-karts at Toledo
Speedway. In high school he won a
Sportsman Division championship
at the track and this year was
champion of the ARCA Truck Se-
ries with six wins.

“What an honor it is to be up on
this stage,” Myers said. “I canʼt
thank ARCA enough. Theyʼve been
there for me every step of the way.”

Grant Quinlan won the
ARCA/CRA Super Series title while
Ty Majeski won his second straight
ARCA Midwest Tour title.

“We had a dream season to say
the least,” Majeski said.

The 64th consecutive season of
ARCA racing kicks off at Daytona
February 13, 2016. ARCA will race
20 races over an eight-month span.
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SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that Pre-
mier Building Systems
will sponsor the Pre-
mier Building Systems
Performance Awards
for both the
ARCA/CRA Super Se-
ries Super Late Model
event and the

JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pro Late
Model event with SpeedFest 2016.
Premier Building Systems will
award that the winner of the
ARCA/CRA Super Series Super
Late Model 200 lap event with a
$350 cash bonus. Premier Building
Systems will award the winner of
the JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pro
Late Model 125 lap event with a
$250 cash bonus.

SpeedFest 2016 will be held on
Saturday, January 30th and Sun-
day, January 31st. As is tradition,
this event is held the weekend prior
to the Super Bowl every year. This
will be the fifth straight season that
SpeedFest has been held at Crisp
Motorsports Park - Home of the
Watermelon Capital Speedway,
which is located in Cordele, Geor-
gia.

SpeedFest 2016 will once con-
sist of a 200 lap ARCA/CRA Super
Series Powered by JEGS special
non-points event and a 125 lap
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Pre-
sented by Chevrolet Performance
special non-points event. The 200
ARCA/CRA Super Series event will
have a break at lap 100 and will
count yellow flag laps up to lap 175.
The 125 lap JEGS/CRA All-Stars
Tour event will be a four tire only
event and will count yellow flag laps
up to lap 100.

For those who cannot attend, a
live pay-per-view broadcast of both
SpeedFest 2016 events will be
available on Speed 51 TV. Order
your pay-per-view ticket today by
visiting Speed51.com.

Additional CRA information, in-
cluding the entry form for both
SpeedFest 2016 events, can be
found at www.cra-racing.com.

Champions and More
Honored at 2015
Awards Banquet

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The 2015
Champion Racing Association

Powered by JEGS Awards Ban-
quet, which was presented by
Shepherd Insurance, was held Fri-
day night at the Crowne Plaza Indi-
anapolis Downtown at Union
Station. The top 10 in 2015
ARCA/CRA Super Series Powered
by JEGS points, JEGS/CRA All-
Stars Tour Presented by Chevrolet
Performance points, Voreʼs Weld-
ing & Steel CRA Late Model
Sportsman Powered by JEGS
points and Stealth Trailers CRA
Street Stocks Powered by JEGS
points were all honored at the ban-
quet along with several special
awards.

Grant Quinlan was crowned the
2015 ARCA/CRA Super Series
Champion, as well as the 2015
Senneker Performance Rookie of
the Year, becoming only the third
driver to claim both awards in the
nineteen year history of the series.

Mark Lambert was the 2015
Speed Media Sportsman of the
Year Award winner for the
ARCA/CRA Super Series. Robbie
Baize, car owner for the #13 Hunter
Baize, was honored as the winner
of the 2015 Darrell Teal Outstand-
ing Dedication Award for his dedi-
cation to CRA and keeping his
team and driver at all the series
events in 2015 despite a tough
string of bad luck. Lambert was
also the winner of the
Speed51.com Most Popular Driver
award for the series and he also
claimed the Speed Media Best Ap-

pearing Car Award. Jeff Lane was
awarded the Outerwears Crew
Chief of the Year Award for his work
in helping Eddie Van Meter have a
huge comeback season including
picking up his first series win in nine
years and a second place finish in
series points.

Dalton Armstrong was crowned
the 2015 JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour
Driver Champion while Bill Burba
Motorsports was crowned the 2015
JEGS/CRA All-Stars Tour Owner
Champion.

Quinnton Bear was honored as
the Howie Lettow Rookie of the
Year Presented by Van Doorn Rac-
ing Development Award winner.
Mark Jacobs was the 2015 Speed
Media Sportsman of the Year
Award winner for the series. Bozell
Racing was honored as the winner
of the 2015 series Dedication
Award for all the work and dedica-
tion in having two cars at every se-
ries event in 2015 that finished fifth
and six in final series points. Arm-
strong was also the winner of the
Speed51.com Most Popular Driver
Award with the series and he also
claimed the Speed Media Best Ap-
pearing Car Award.

Jason Atkinson was honored as
the 2015 Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Champion and
the 2015 Stealth Trailers CRA
Street Stocks Champion, becoming
the first driver to ever claim two
CRA Championshipʼs in one sea-
son. It was the first CRA Late
Model Sportsman Championship
for Atkinsonʼs car owner Mic Oak-
ley. It was the second straight CRA
Street Stock Championship for
Atkinsonʼs car owner Danny Acrey.

Matthew Parsons was the 2016

Rookie of the Year award winner in
the CRA Late Model Sportsman.
2014 series Champion Greg Van
Alst was the PGG Sportsman of the
Year Award winner. Atkinson was
awarded the series 2015 Dedica-
tion Award for his hard work in fi-
nally claiming the series
Championship and becoming the
first ever driver to win two CRA
Championships in the same sea-
son. Parsons was also the winner
of the series Speed51.com Most
Popular Driver Award.

Andrew Teepe was awarded the
2015 Rookie of the Year Award for
the CRA Street Stocks. Colby Lane
was awarded the PGG Sportsman
of the Year Award.

Jake McElfresh received the se-
ries 2015 Dedication Award, for
overcoming several setbacks dur-
ing the season to be at every event
and finish fifth in series Champi-
onship points.

The Lucas Oil Raceway Stock
Car Series presented by Visit Hen-
dricks County Champions were
also honored Friday night. Lucas
Oil Raceway General Manager
Randy Simpson was on hand to
present Shawn Amor his Lucas Oil
Raceway Stock Car Series Cham-
pionship Trophy for the CRA Late
Model Sportsman Division and
Colby Lane his Lucas Oil Raceway
Stock Car Series Championship
Trophy for the CRA Street Stocks.

In all over $127,000 in cash and
product awards were distributed to
the 40 CRA teams at the 2015 CRA
Awards Banquet Presented by
Shepherd Insurance.

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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Daytona Intʼl

Speedway

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - The U.S.
Air Force Thunder-
birds will perform the
flyover for the 58th an-
nual DAYTONA 500
on Sunday, Feb. 21. It
will be the first
NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series season opener
after the completion of
DAYTONA Rising, the
$400 million
frontstretch redevelop-
ment project that will
transform Daytona In-
ternational Speedway

into the first motorsports stadium in
the world.

The Thunderbirds will also com-
mence the 2017 season with a fly-
over before the 59th annual
DAYTONA 500. These perform-
ances will mark seven straight
years, and eight total, that “Amer-
icaʼs Ambassadors in Blue” – offi-
cially known as the U.S. Air Force
Air Demonstration Squadron – will
exhibit their world-class talent and
precise choreography flying their
signature “Delta” formation over the
“World Center of Racing” at the end
of the national anthem for “The
Great American Race.”

“Weʼre honored to have the U.S.
Air Force Thunderbirds join us for
the DAYTONA 500 pre-race cere-
monies the next two years,” Day-
tona International Speedway
President Joie Chitwood III said.
“NASCARʼs biggest, richest and
most prestigious race is being held
in our new motorsports stadium
and we will have the best stock car
drivers in the world on the track; itʼs
only fitting that we have the best
Airmen in the skies performing the
flyover.”

"We're looking forward to flying
over the DAYTONA 500 again this
year," said Lt. Col. Christopher
Hammond, Commander and
Leader for the U.S. Air Force Air
Demonstration Squadron. "This
event has kicked off our demon-
stration season for the past six
years, and we're grateful for the
partnership between the Speedway
and the Thunderbirds. There's so
much excitement involved with the
race, and we're honored to share
the pride and professionalism of
our Air Force with so many great
Americans."

The Thunderbirds feature six F-
16 Fighting Falcons, the Air Forceʼs
premier multi-role fighter aircraft.
Assigned to Air Combat Command,
the squadron is composed of 12 of-
ficers and more than 120 enlisted

personnel serving in nearly 30 Air
Force job specialties. They have a
rigorous schedule, performing
hour-long demonstrations across
the United States nearly 40 week-
ends between February and No-
vember.

Since the unit's inception in
1953, more than 350 million people
in all 50 states and more than 60
countries have witnessed the dis-
tinctive red, white and blue jets in
thousands of official aerial demon-
strations.

Tickets for the 58th annual DAY-
TONA 500 are on sale now and
can be purchased by calling 1-800-
PITSHOP or visiting www.dayton-
ainternationalspeedway.com.

Fans can stay connected with
Daytona International Speedway
on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube and Pinterest for the lat-
est news all season long.  Fans can
follow the latest on DAYTONA Ris-
ing, the $400 million frontstretch
renovation at the “World Center of
Racing” by using #DAYTONARis-
ing on Twitter or visiting www.day-
tonarising.com.

Martinsville Speedway

MARTINSVILLE, VA - Clocks tell
time and Martinsville Speedway is
known for clocks. After all, for more
than 50 years race winners at the
historic half-mile speedway have
received a grandfather clock as the
trophy.

This year the track will promote
the race season with the phrase
“Itʼs Time”.

“Obviously the clock is one of
the first things people associate
with Martinsville Speedway, so that
was the start of it. But there is so
much more to 
ʻItʼs Time,” Martinsville Speedway
President Clay Campbell said. “Itʼs
time for short-track racing. Itʼs time
for family. Itʼs time for excitement.
Itʼs time for hot dogs. Itʼs time for
Martinsville.

“Itʼs like we started the sentence,
but the fans can finish it.”

The trackʼs slogan remains “The
Half-Mile of Mayhem” and “Itʼs
Time” will be used to compliment
that. 

“Weʼve certainly seen our share
of mayhem through the years and
last year ranks right at the top of
the list,” Campbell said. “We donʼt
want to get away from that, as our
fans can truly identify with it. What
we want to do is give fans the op-
portunity to feel even more a part of
Martinsville Speedway than they al-
ready do.” 

It will be present in materials
printed for event weekends, used in
commercials and on social media.

“Weʼre going to start incorporat-
ing it a lot of places,” Campbell
said. “Weʼre going to start using it
on Facebook and Twitter as a
hashtag and encourage fans to do
the same.”

On social media the hashtag will
be #ItsTime.

NASCAR returns to Martinsville
Speedway April 1-3 for the STP
500 race weekend. 

The weekend starts on Friday,
April 1, with Virginia Lottery Pole
Day and the Camping World Truck
Series will return on April 2.

The STP 500 Sprint Cup Series
race is on April 3. 

The race will mark the first short-
track on the schedule and is the
first race back on the east coast
after the “west-coast” swing. 

Tickets are on sale now and can
be purchased by calling
877.RACE.TIX or online at
www.martinsvillespeedway.com.

Bristol Motor Speedway

BRISTOL, TN - A new race for-
mat for the NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries Dash 4 Cash is heating up for
2016 as Bristol Motor Speedway
prepares for the first of the four
shootout-style events.

The Dash 4 Cash format will in-
clude two Heats and a Main event
at four different tracks during the
season. Qualifying for the event will
set the 40-car field with odd-num-
bered qualifiers competing in the
first Heat and even-numbered qual-
ifiers contending in the second.

Finishing order from the two
Heats will then set the final starting
spots for the Main event. The top
two series regulars from each Heat
will then battle for the $100,000
Dash 4 Cash bonus.

If any driver wins two of the four
Dash 4 Cash bonuses during the
regular season, he/she will be all
but guaranteed a spot in this yearʼs
new NASCAR XFINITY Series
seven-race Chase. Two Dash 4
Cash bonuses are equivalent to
one race win in the Chase format
beginning Sept. 24 at Kentucky
Speedway.  

“This new Dash 4 Cash format is
perfect for a short track like Bristol
Motor Speedway and it is sure to
add a new level of intrigue to the
Food City 500 weekend,” said Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice president
and general manager for Bristol
Motor Speedway. “Races of this
nature are a staple of hometown
tracks all over the country and one
that drivers and fans love. We are
ready to see it in action here in east
Tennessee.”

The XFINITY Series 300 is the
first race of an exciting double-

header also featuring the K&N Pro
Series-East PITTLITE 125 on Sat-
urday, April 16. Tickets for Satur-
dayʼs doubleheader start at just
$35 for adults and $17 for youth (12
and under). Weekend packages for
the Food City 500 are also on sale,
beginning at $89 for adults and $44
for youth (12 and under). For more
information, visit BristolTix.com or
call (855) 580-5525.

Darlington Raceway

DARLINGTON, SC - Another
historic celebration of the sport is in
store for Darlington Raceway in
2016.

The track is pleased to an-
nounce the return of its award-win-
ning throwback campaign for the
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 race
weekend on Sept. 2-4, 2016.

As the Tradition Continues in
2016, the track will be celebrating
the 1975-84 era of the sport, which
was a time of exceptional growth
and exposure for NASCAR.

“The track will be celebrating the
1975-84 time period of the sport
during our throwback weekend in
2016,” Darlington Raceway Presi-
dent Chip Wile said. “We had
tremendous response from the in-
dustry last season, which included
the race teams, NASCAR, NBC,
Goodyear and the NASCAR Hall of
Fame, to name a few. This is a fun
and unique way to honor the his-
tory and heritage of NASCAR rac-
ing at one of the sportʼs most iconic
tracks on Labor Day weekend.”

As the sport moved into the
modern era, champions such as
Cale Yarborough, Bobby Allison,
Dale Earnhardt and Darrell Waltrip,
among others, made a tremendous
impact on NASCAR and will be cel-
ebrated during the Labor Day
weekend festivities.

The honoring of champions from
1975-84 is just one part of the
trackʼs overall strategy to celebrate
its history, which enters its second
year. Darlington Racewayʼs throw-
back campaign focuses on specific
eras plus the historic moments and
drivers that made impacts at the
track Too Tough to Tame.

A number of exciting announce-
ments about the pageantry sur-
rounding one of the “crown jewel”
events on the NASCAR schedule
will be made over the next several
months in regards to the 2016 cam-
paign.

The trackʼs 2015 throwback
campaign last season featured a
celebration of the early 1970ʼs
(1970-74) including the following
highlights:

• 32 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
(Continued Next Page)
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race teams competed
with throwback paint
schemes for the Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500,
the most in any single
NSCS event in the
sportʼs history.

• Kyle Larson won
the fan vote for most
popular paint scheme
with his retro #42
Mello Yello car origi-
nally made popular
from the movie Days
of Thunder.

• Use of
NASCARʼs famed

“NASCAR International” logo.
• Goodyear putting the original

white lettering on its race tires
specifically for the Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500.

• Honored 14 NASCAR Hall of
Fame members at the Bojanglesʼ
Legends Breakfast, including Cale
Yarborough, Richard Petty, Rusty
Wallace, Rex White, Dale Jarrett
and Ned Jarrett, among others.

• 2016 NHOF inductee Terry
Labonte served as the Bojanglesʼ
Southern 500 grand marshal.

• Unique food offerings from the
early 1970ʼs – pimento cheese
sandwiches, sausage perlo and
fried green tomatoes.

• Pre-race concert by rock leg-
ends Grand Funk Railroad and Na-
tional Anthem performance by
Nashville recording artist Tanya
Tucker.

• Return of the Southern 500 pa-
rade, which took place on Saturday
night from downtown Darlington to
the track.

Ticket renewals will be mailed in
January so fans should check their
mailboxes in the coming weeks to
renew their tickets and/or camping
for 2016.

Renewing your tickets early
guarantees the trackʼs best prices,
along with other great benefits, in-
cluding: 

• 20% off pre-race pit passes!
Purchase a pre-race pit pass for
the Bojangles' Southern 500 for
only $20. A savings of $5 per pre-
race pit pass!

• Get up close! Attend Bojangles'
Southern 500 pre-race ceremonies
which include driver intros, a pre-
race concert and pre-race pit road
access, for only $35. That's a $10
savings!

• Reserved seats for the XFIN-
ITY Series VFW Sport Clips Help A
Hero 200 are now just $25! Add or
renew reserved tickets to the VFW
Sport Clips Help A Hero 200 for
only $25 when you renew your Bo-

jangles' Southern 500 ticket pack-
age.

• Throwback pricing! Tickets for
the Colvin Grandstand (rows 5-14)
are now only $25. That's a savings
of 50% off the 2016 event price.

• Weekend FanVision rental only
$44.99! Save $15 ($59.99 at the
track) when you add a FanVision
rental to your 2016 renewal pack-
age.

• Save $10 on a weekend scan-
ner rental! Add a weekend scanner
rental to your ticket or camping
package for only $24.95 ($34.95 at
the track). 

• Save on hospitality! Add
passes to our premier hospitality
area, the Darlington Stripe Zone,
before February 5, 2016, for only
$110. That's a savings of $30!

• FREE Practice Day ticket! Re-
ceive a FREE ticket to practice day
(Sept. 2, 2016) when you renew
your tickets to both the VFW Sport
Clips Help A Hero 200 and the Bo-
jangles' Southern 500.

• Renew today for as little as
20% down! Lock in your 2016 Bo-
jangles' Southern 500 event week-
end ticket and/or camping package
for only 20% down and split your
remaining balance among four (4)
payments due on March 16th, April
18th, May 16th and June 16th.

• Convenient 5-Part Payment
Plan: As a renewing customer, you
have the option to spread your
ticket purchase over five equal pay-
ments when you use a major credit
card. With an initial 20 percent
down during the renewal period,
additional 20 percent payments will
be made on March 16, April 18,
May 16 and June 16 in 2016.

The Tradition Continues on
Labor Day weekend as the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Bojan-
glesʼ Southern 500® is set for Sun-
day, Sept. 4, 2016. The NASCAR
XFINITY Series VFW Sport Clips
Help A Hero 200 will race on Satur-
day, Sept. 3, 2016. You can keep
up with all of the latest news from
Darlington Raceway at Darlington-
Raceway.com, on Facebook at
Facebook.com/DarlingtonRaceway
and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.

Atlanta Motor Speedway

HAMPTON, GA - Atlanta Motor
Speedway will celebrate its classic
southern roots in true Georgia fash-
ion with all-new, fan-friendly fea-
tures at its 2016 NASCAR
weekend Feb. 26-28. From con-
cession food unique to Georgia
and celebrities who call the Peach
State home, to warm southern hos-
pitality and charming drawls, AMS
will embrace the identity that sets it
apart while enhancing the race-day
experience that makes it a peren-
nial fan-favorite event.

Visible enhancements in and
around the track during race week-
end will include new, themed
branding paying tribute to Atlanta
Motor Speedwayʼs influence on
NASCARʼs roots. “Classic” and
“Southern” themes will infuse fan
areas, displays and the general at-
mosphere with renewed attention
to the characteristic southern de-
meanor.

Much of Atlantaʼs classic
NASCAR tradition can be traced to
NASCAR Hall of Famer and Geor-
giaʼs own “Awesome Bill from Daw-

sonville” Bill Elliott. The 1988 Win-
ston Cup Champion who won five
times at Atlanta, with another 19
top-10s during his career, was the
star of AMSʼs new flagship TV ad
released late last year that conjures
historic milestones from the trackʼs
history. The past-present message
finishes with a cut to son, Chase,
who will make his own Atlanta
Sprint Cup Series debut in the No.
24 Hendrick Motorsports car next
month.

No classic southern theme
would be complete without soulful
southern fare that everyone can
agree on. Georgia-grown goods,
southern barbecue and the wildly
popular Georgia peanut butter and
jelly milkshake are just a handful of
new concession options to help
transport fans into a southern
utopia full of NASCAR and down-
home delight.

Among the lineup of Georgia
celebrities, Robin Meade, host of
HLNʼs Morning Express and a for-
mer Miss Ohio, will perform the na-
tional anthem ahead of the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 on Sunday,
Feb. 28.

Also on hand during Atlantaʼs
race weekend will be Rutledge
Wood, motorsports analyst for NBC
Sports and host of Historyʼs “Top
Gear.” Wood, who lives minutes
from AMS in Senoia, Georgia, will
present a “first-time fans” experi-
ence complete with special seating,
a Q&A session and discounted
ticket pricing.

Fans, media and drivers are en-
couraged to let their southern side
show during Atlantaʼs race week-
end and interact with the hashtag
#ClassicSouthern on social media.

NASCAR racing returns to At-
lanta Motor Speedway Feb. 26-28,
2016, featuring an XFINITY Series
and Camping World Truck Series
doubleheader on Saturday, Feb. 27
and the Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 Sprint Cup Series race on Sun-
day, Feb. 28. For more information,
contact the Atlanta Motor Speed-
way ticket office at (770) 946-4211,
(877) 9-AMS-TIX or visit www.at-
lantamotorspeedway.com.

Pocono Raceway

LONG POND, PA - Pocono
Raceway has added additional
SAFER Barriers and extended the
pit wall as part of enhancements
made at the 2.5-mile track, Presi-
dent & CEO Brandon Igdalsky an-
nounced today.

The pit wall has been length-
ened 100 feet and 6,600 feet of
SAFER Barrier has been added,
Igdalsky said. An additional 5,100 

(Continued Next Page)
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DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Daytona International Speedway (DIS)
held a special ceremony today to install the final seats as part of its
new motorsports stadium (featuring  101,500 permanent, wider and
more comfortable seats). 

Jim France, Chairman of the Board of International Speedway
Corporation, along with a longtime DIS ticket holder Ted Swartzlan-
der of Winter Springs, FL, helped to install the final seats.
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feet of SAFER Barrier
will be installed prior to
the 2017 season when
all outside walls, in-
cluding straightaways
will be covered, he
added.

“We are always
looking to make our
track safer for drivers,
teams and fans and
these enhancements
do just that,” said Ig-
dalsky. “As cars and
technology change
and evolve, so do
tracks. We are adapt-

ing to ensure Pocono Raceway is
as safe as possible. We will con-
tinue to monitor races and technol-
ogy and aggressively add safety
measures where appropriate.”

A mild fall and late start to cold
temperatures allowed Pocono
Raceway Superintendent George
Ewald and his staff to complete the
large majority of the work.

Pocono Raceway will host
seven national motorsports events
during the 2016 racing season, in-
cluding a NASCAR XFINITY Series
race for the first time on June 4.
The Axalta “We Paint Winners” 400
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
(NSCS) race is set for June 5, the
Pennsylvania 400 NSCS race on
July 31 and the ABC Supply 500
Verizon IndyCar Series race on Au-
gust 21. The Pocono Mountains
150 NASCAR Camping World
Truck race is scheduled for July 30
and two ARCA Series Presented by
Menards races with a 200-mile
event on June 3 and the ModSpace
150 on July 29 offered as well.

Tickets for all races are now on
sale at poconoraceway.com or by
calling 1-800-RACEWAY.

Texas Motor Speedway

FORT WORTH, TX - Dorian
Murray, an eight-year-old boy from
Westerly, R.I., waging a coura-
geous battle with terminal cancer,
had one wish in his final weeks: He
wants to be famous.

His battle with a rare form of pe-
diatric cancer called rhab-
domyosarcoma since he was four
years old has gone viral with the
hashtag #DStrong to help him
achieve his wish of becoming fa-
mous. The story of #DStrong
started earlier this month when the
family learned his cancer was ter-
minal and they decided to stop
treatment so their son could go
home.

While home, Dorian posed this
question to his father: "Hey dad,

you know what I really want before
I go to heaven? I would like to be
famous in China... because that's
where they have the bridge (The
Great Wall of China)."

A week later, the family revealed
Dorian's wish by posting it on Face-
book. They asked for people to
share photos with Dorian using the
hashtag #DStrong. His wish went
viral and his #DStrong hashtag has
been used around the world by
people sending support to the
brave child, including at The Great
Wall of China.

Texas Motor Speedway may not
be able to get Dorian on the silver
screen for his wish, but the speed-
way did have the ability to feature
him on the world's largest screen.
Enter the Guinness World record-
holding "Big Hoss," the world's
largest HD TV screen, to help fulfill
his wish. 

The speedway utilized the black-
and-white photograph provided by
Robyn Ivy depicting Dorian with
boxing gloves and added #DStrong
as its tribute to him. Dorian stood
10 stories tall on the video board
that is nearly a half-acre in size. 

To show your support of Dorian
and his fight, use #DStrong on so-
cial media and visit/like the Praying
For Dorian Facebook page.

Bristol Motor Speedway

CONCORD, NC - Today the
Performance Racing Network
(PRN) announced, in conjunction
with Touchdown Radio, their plans
to air the national radio broadcast
for the inaugural “Pilot Flying J Bat-
tle at Bristol”. This unique event is
tapped to be college football's high-
est attended game ever, featuring
a border battle between the Virginia
Tech Hokies and the University of
Tennessee Volunteers on Septem-
ber 10, 2016, at the famed Bristol
Motor Speedway.

The “Pilot Flying J Battle at Bris-
tol” broadcast will mark PRNʼs first
foray into college football. The
Speedway Motorsports, Inc. (SMI)
owned network has been the ex-
clusive voice of SMI owned speed-
ways for 38 years, covering
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series and
NASCAR XFINITY Series action.

“Weʼve been honored to host
thousands of Tennessee and Vir-
ginia Tech fans over the years, and
have also enjoyed having many of
their coaches and players join us
for the great racing at Bristol Motor
Speedway,” said Marcus Smith,
CEO, Speedway Motorsports, Inc.
“Now, we can unite these fans with
their other passion – college foot-
ball – in what will be college foot-
ballʼs most unique setting.” 

PRN will partner with former
Heisman Trophy winner and CEO
of Touchdown Radio, Gino Torretta,
and Taylor Zarzour, co-host of The
First Team on SiriusXM College
Sports Nation, as co-anchors for
the broadcast.

“The ʻPilot Flying J Battle at Bris-
tolʼ is shaping up to be one of the
biggest games in college football
history,” said Torretta. “I am looking
forward to being a part of this spe-
cial event and bringing the action to
fans nationwide.”

Rounding out the broadcast are
PRNʼs own OʼReilly Auto Parts pit
reporters Jim Noble and Brett
McMillan, who will serve as sideline
reporters for the broadcast, giving
fans the same in-depth coverage
they have come to expect from the
duo on pit road.

“We are really looking forward to
shaking things up a bit in 2016,”
said Doug Rice, president of PRN.
“Jim and Brett are two of the best
live action sports reporters in the
business and I expect great things
from them on the sidelines at Bris-
tol.” 

The broadcast will come less
than a month after PRN brings fans
the always thrilling NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series Bass Pro Shops NRA
Night Race from Bristol Motor
Speedway on August 20, 2016. For
more information on the “Pilot Fly-
ing J Battle at Bristol” visit Bristol-
MotorSpeedway.com/BattleatBristo
l.

PRN encourages fans to stay
tuned to GoPRN.com/Affiliates for
a listing of stations carrying the
“Pilot Flying J Battle at Bristol” in
their area.

Sonoma Raceway

SONOMA, CA - A little rain could
not dampen record-setting
fundraising efforts at the 5th annual
Johnʼs March Against Stomach
Cancer at Sonoma Raceway on
Saturday, Jan. 16.

More than 200 people turned out
under gray skies to participate in
the fundraiser, which generated an
event record of $17,629 for No
Stomach For Cancer (www.nos-
tomachforcancer.org). Walkers,
runners and even dogs enjoyed a
spin around the 2.52-mile, 12-turn
road course on foot during the
event, which is held in honor of
John Cardinale, the long-time
Sonoma Raceway spokesman who
passed away in 2013 after a two-
year battle with stomach cancer. 

Johnʼs March has raised more
than $67,000 over the past five
years and is the only major
fundraiser for gastric cancer on the
West Coast.

“Because of Johnʼs March, we
have been able to fund important
programs and are one step closer
to achieving our goal of transform-
ing stomach cancer into a manage-
able disease and ultimately find a
cure,” said Jonathan Florin, execu-
tive director of No Stomach For
Cancer. “Without the support of in-
dividuals and organizations like
Sonoma Raceway, we would be
unable to pursue this global mis-
sion.”

Participants ranged from com-
petitive runners to families, includ-
ing children on bikes and in
strollers. In addition to the tradi-
tional road-course circuit, the race-
way also offered 5K and 10K
distances. Participants were also
encouraged to sign the Memory
Wall in honor of those affected by
gastric cancer.

“What John's March means to
us is bonding with a community,
being able to talk, walk and share
with people who are and have been
in similar journeys in raising aware-
ness for stomach cancer, and re-
membering our lost loved ones,
which gives us a sense of hope,”
said Napaʼs Caroline Saenz,
whose husband, James, died from
gastric cancer last year at the age
of 40. 

No Stomach For Cancer is
a non-profit group that works to in-
crease awareness and education
about stomach cancer, provide a
support network for affected fami-
lies and support research efforts for
screening, early detection, treat-
ment and prevention of stomach
cancer. 

Donations can still be made in
honor of this event at www.crow-
drise.com/JohnsMarch. Sonoma
Raceway will host its 6th annual
Johnʼs March Against Stomach
Cancer in January 2017. For more
information or to get involved, con-
tact Diana Brennan at dbren-
nan@racesonoma.com.

Dover Intʼl Speedway

Itʼs almost here! Join us to ring
in a new NASCAR season on Sun-
day, Feb. 21 at our Daytona 500
Watch Party, held in the Fire & Ice
lounge at Dover Downs Hotel &
Casino. The event is FREE and
children are welcome. Doors open
at noon and the race will start at ap-
proximately 1 p.m. Weʼll have light
snacks, prize drawings, games and
more! 

The winner of the Monster Chef
Challenge will also be crowned at
the party. See our panel of guest
judges sample dishes from the con-
testʼs top finalists and cook up a
winner.
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WAYCROSS, GA -
The highly anticipated
2016 season for the
Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series will get un-
derway with the Geor-
gia Boot Super Bowl
of Racing, Thursday,
February 4th through
Saturday, February
6th at Golden Isles
Speedway in
Brunswick, GA. 

The Super Bowl of Racing offi-
cially kicks off on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 2nd with an open practice for
support divisions only, no super
late models. On Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 3rd, GIS Late Models will
compete for $2,500-to-win, Ne-
Smith Street Stocks for $2,000-to-
win, and the Southeast Dirt
Modified Series for $1,500-to-win. 

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will take to the track for the
first time on Thursday, February
4th. Thursday night's Georgia Boot
Super Bowl of Racing events will
include the 2nd Annual "Edwin
Coggins Memorial," a full program
of racing, highlighted by a 30-lap,
$7,000-to-win main event. Edwin
Coggins was a longtime supporter
of dirt track racing, Golden Isles
Speedway, and drivers from the
South Georgia area. Thursday
night's action will also include the
Southeast Dirt Modified Series and
the Lucas Oil Southern State Divi-
sion II Midget Series.

The festivities will ratchet up on
Friday night in the first champi-
onship points-earning event of the
2016 season, which includes a 50-
lap, $10,000-to-win main event.
The Georgia Boot Super Bowl of
Racing will conclude on Saturday
night with a 60-lap, $15,000-to-win
main event. Both nights will include
a full program of racing for the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series,
along with the NeSmith Crate Late
Models, Southeast Dirt Modified
Series, and the Lucas Oil Southern
State Division II Midget Series.

Georgia Boot returns as the title
sponsor of the Super Bowl of Rac-
ing for the third consecutive year.
"We're thrilled to continue our great
working relationship with the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series. We're
looking forward to kicking off the
2016 season at Golden Isles
Speedway and spending three
days with some of the hardest
working fans in motorsports,"

stated Caroline Herd, Georgia Boot
Marketing Manager.

Fans that attend the Georgia
Boot Super Bowl of Racing are en-
couraged to visit the Georgia Boot
display tent in the vendor midway
area. Fans will have the opportunity
to learn about the latest Georgia
Boot footwear, receive discount
coupons, and register for a chance
to win cash and prizes from Geor-
gia Boot and Lucas Oil. On Satur-
day, February 6th, twenty-four (24)
names will be drawn, matching a
fan with each driver that starts the
main event on Saturday night. The
fan matched with the winning driver
of the main event will win $515 in
cash, among other prizes from
Georgia Boot and Lucas Oil. The
fans that are matched with the sec-
ond and third place finishers will
also receive prize packages from
Georgia Boot and Lucas Oil. 

Georgia Boot's storied history
begins in 1937. The Georgia Shoe
Manufacturing Co., Inc. was
founded in Atlanta, Ga., with the
core objective of manufacturing de-
pendable, low-priced work
footwear. Now an industry-leading
brand, Georgia Boot has never wa-
vered from that objective and con-
tinues to deliver quality footwear to
consumers ranging from traditional
work boots to industry-specific pro-
tective footwear and farm & ranch
styles. Georgia Boot has always
been America's Hardest Working
Boot. Reliable, comfortable and
built to last, Georgia Boot delivers
the quality expected from America's
hardest workers from coast to
coast. To learn more about Georgia
Boot, visit: www.georgiaboot.com. 

Golden Isles Speedway contin-
ues to update the facility, in prepa-
ration for the Georgia Boot Super
Bowl of Racing.

"We're upgrading the bleachers,
we tore out the old ones and are
putting in new ones," stated GIS
promoter Darryl Courson. "We
should have 3,000 seats done, with
VIP boxes. We're totally going to do
6,000 seats. We're building a new
concession stand for the stands
side, upgrading a lot of the fencing
area and all the lighting will be dif-
ferent on the front straightaway.
There's just numerous things we're
doing to upgrade the facility even
more."

Golden Isles Speedway is lo-
cated off Highway 82 in Way-
nesville, GA, just 12 miles west of

I-95 at Exit 29. For tickets or more
information, visit: www.goldenis-
lesspeedway.com or call the track
office at (912) 778-3767.

The Best Western Plus Inn &
Suites in Brunswick is the official
host hotel of the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series and the Georgia
Boot Super Bowl of Racing. The
Best Western Plus Inn & Suites is
offering a rate of $88.00 per night,
plus tax, to fans and racers who
mention the Golden Isles Speed-
way Super Bowl of Racing when
making their reservation. To make
reservations, please call: (912)
265-1114.

Lucas Oil Late Model

Dirt Series Expands

2016 Slate
WAYCROSS, GA - The Lucas

Oil Late Model Dirt Series has ex-
panded an already aggressive
2016 slate. The updated tour
schedule now features a record-
breaking 53 events at 33 different
venues across 19 states. 

Bubba Raceway Park in Ocala,
FL will host their first-ever Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series event on
Sunday, February 14th. The 50-lap,
$10,000-to-win Winternationals be-
comes the tenth event on the 2016
Georgia-Florida Speedweeks
docket. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit: www.bubbaraceway-
park.com. 

Sharon Speedway in Hartford,
OH will also host their first-ever
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
event, in 2016. The Steel Valley 50
will be a 50-lap, $10,000-to-win
event on Friday, April 22nd. The
Steel Valley 50 precedes the 35th
Annual Stanley Schetrompf Clas-
sic, a 60-lap, $12,000-to-win event,
on Saturday, April 23rd at Hager-
stown Speedway in Hagerstown,
MD.

For tickets visit: www.sharon-
speedway.com. 

Atomic Speedway in Chillicothe,
OH will host their biggest event in
the 60+ year history of the 3/8-mile
oval. The inaugural Buckeye Na-
tionals will take place May 13th-
14th, and boast an impressive
$50,000 payday. This blockbuster
weekend will kick off on Friday,
May 13th with Time Trials and Heat
Races for the Lucas Oil Late Model
Dirt Series.

The action on Saturday, May
14th will include B-Mains, followed
by the "10 Not In" Non-Qualifier
Race. The top 10 drivers that did
not transfer into the Buckeye Na-
tionals (via preliminary events) will
be eligible to start the $3,000-to-
win, $300-to-start, non-qualifiers

race - held prior to the main event.
The winner of the "10 Not In" has
the choice of keeping their $3,000
winnings, or forfeiting their earnings
to start last in the main event. The
75-lap, $50,000-to-win, $3,000-to-
start, Buckeye Nationals main
event will cap off the weekend ac-
tion.

"The hard work of the entire
Atomic Speedway staff has led us
to be able to give the best fans in
motorsports the biggest event in
the track's history. I want to thank
the Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries for believing in the quality of
the events that we can produce at
Atomic Speedway," stated Brad
McCown, Atomic Speedway Pro-
moter.

For tickets visit: www.atomic-
speedway.net.

I-80 Speedway in Greenwood,
NE will host their first of two Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series events,
in 2016, on Tuesday, May 24th. For
tickets and more information on the
50-lap, $10,000-to-win event, visit:
www.i80speedway.com. 

The 24th Annual Lucas Oil
Show-Me 100 - Presented by Pro-
tectTheHarverst.com will see a big-
ger, richer format in 2016. The new
format features the 3rd Annual
Cowboy Classic, on Thursday, May
26th and the Tribute to Don and Bil-
lie Gibson on Friday, May 27th.
Both events will be 40 laps, paying
$6,000-to-win, $600-to-start, fol-
lowed by the 100-lap, $30,000-to-
win Show-Me 100 on Saturday,
May 28th.

The preliminary features will
have more meaning than money.
While some details remain to be fi-
nalized, the first 18 starters in the
Show-Me 100 will be determined
by the average finish from Thurs-
day and Friday. Previously, those
positions were set through time tri-
als and heat races on a feature-
less Friday.

The total purse for the weekend,
which is co-sanctioned with the
Lucas Oil Midwest Latemodel Rac-
ing Association (MLRA), will grow
to nearly $170,000.

"The evolution of the Show-Me
100, which included the addition of
the popular Cowboy Classic on
Thursday night, in recent years,
precipitated the changes. Friday's
action, which has consisted of
Show-Me 100 time trials, heat
races, Manufacturers Dash and
Past Champions race - but no main
event - left a void," said Lucas Oil
Speedway General Manager, Dan
Robinson.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit: www.lucasoilspeed-
way.com.
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TULSA, OK - Set
to take on their first
year under the ASCS
banner, the Lucas Oil
ASCS Southern Out-
law Sprints will take on
tracks in five states
across the southern
United States with
stops in Alabama,
Florida, Mississippi,
Tennessee, and
Texas.

With 21 dates on the lineup so
far, a handful of dates are still in the
works to bring the series close to
30 nights. Spending much of the
schedule in Florida and Mississippi,
stops in Alabama, Tennessee, and
Texas each number two.

All Tech Raceway in Lake City,
FL. kicks off the season on Febru-
ary 5 and 6 with Hattiesburg
Speedway in Hattiesburg, MS.
picking up March 4. With the inclu-
sion into the ASCS brand, that
means showdowns are in order as
the Griffith Truck and Equipment
ASCS Gulf South Region pre-
sented by Southern Trailer Works
will go head-to-head with the
Southern Outlaw Sprints at the
Jackson Speedway in Jackson,
MS. On Friday, April 8 and Satur-
day, April 9. The following weekend
is reserved as a rain date.

Moulton Speedway in Moulton,
AL. on April 29 is paired with the
Cleveland Speedway in Cleveland,
TN on April 30.

While details are still in the
works for a three night swing
through Florida, All Tech Raceway
is tentatively scheduled for May 27
with Hendry County Speedway on
May 28, followed by Bubba Race-
way Park on May 29.

June 10 and 11 again sees a
head-to-head with the ASCS Gulf
South Region, but this time on their
turf as the ASCS Southern Outlaw
Sprints join up at the Golden Trian-
gle Raceway Park in Beaumont,
Texas and the Battleground Speed-
way in Highlands, Texas.

Tracks pairing again, Moulton
Speedway in Moulton, AL. on June
24 and Cleveland Speedway in
Cleveland, TN on June 25 ends out
the month.

July kicks off at Hattiesburg
Speedway in Hattiesburg, MS on
July 1 and 2. July 15 and 16 are still
in the works. The season's final ap-
pearance at the Jackson Speed-
way in Jackson, MS. takes place

on August 12 and 13 with the sea-
son currently scheduled to end out
with three nights at the Southern
Raceway in Milton, FL on Septem-
ber 2, 3, and 4.

Tracks still in the works include
LA 36 Speedway in St, Tammany,
LA. as well as Whynot Speedway
Park in Meridian, MS. and Outlaw
Speedway in Biloxi, MS. are in ne-
gotiation at the time of press.

The Lucas Oil ASCS Southern
Outlaw Sprints are under the direc-
tion of Mike Miller who can be con-
tacted at 850-287-5689 or by email
to racinmikemiller@aol.com.

The Lucas Oil ASCS Southern
Outlaw Sprints will have its own
page of information in the coming
weeks thanks to
MyRacePass.com. For continued
updates, fans can always log onto
www.ascsracing.com.

First Look at 2016
Lucas Oil American

Sprint Car
Series Season 

TULSA, ok - The 2016 season
for the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by the
MAVTV Motorsports Network rep-
resents a milestone for the nation's
largest Sprint Car sanctioning body,
as it marks the 25th year of action
across the United States. At the
first look, 41 dates have been con-
firmed with a handful of additional
stops in the works with news of
those coming in the next month.

A 15 place, $250,000 point fund
will again be in place with the win-
ner of the 2016 edition again re-
ceiving a check for $60,000. Along
with guaranteed point fund, tow
money packages will again be in
place for the Top 12 teams with
several crown jewel events in line,
as well as the addition of the Lucas
Oil ASCS Triple Crown which will
consist of the Arnold Motor Supply
ASCS 360 Knoxville Nationals, the
second annual High Roller Classic,
and the sixth annual
Hockett/McMillin Memorial. Details
on the Triple Crown will be re-
leased in the coming weeks.

Slated to kick off with a double
header weekend between the
Golden Triangle Raceway Park in
Beaumont, Texas on Friday, March
11 and Battleground Speedway in
Highlands, Texas on Saturday,
March 12, the start to the Lucas Oil
ASCS National Tour's 25th year

correlates with the kick off to the
Griffith Truck and Equipment ASCS
Gulf South Region presented by
Southern Trailer Works 15th year of
competition.

Followed up with the series
debut at the Heart O' Texas Speed-
way in Waco, Texas on Thursday,
March 17, the 43rd annual Devil's
Bowl Spring Nationals follows the
next two nights. The following Sat-
urday adds another new facility at
the Bronco Raceway Park in
Cleveland, Texas.

April is in the works as the Rock
'N Roll 50 presented by TBJ Pro-
motions ends out the month. May
welcomes the series return to the
second of three TBJ Promotions
events on the calendar with the se-
ries third attempt at the Lakeside
Speedway in Kansas City, Kan. on
Thursday, May 5. The date corre-
lates with NASCAR at the Kansas
Speedway. A staple of the National
Tour lineup since 1993, Little
Rock's I-30 Speedway follows on
Saturday, May 7.

One of the biggest shifts in the
National Tour's lineup is the Texas
Motor Speedway Dirt Track. Nor-
mally a single night affair in the
month of September, the Texas
World Dirt Track Championship on
Friday, May 14 and Saturday, May
14 will now include the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series along
with the American Bank of Okla-
homa ASCS Red River Region pre-
sented by Smiley's Racing
Products. Sprint Cars will still be a
part of the September U.S. Dirt
Track Championship, but will be a
single night affair with the American
Bank of Oklahoma ASCS Red
River Region presented by Smi-
ley's Racing Products.

Ending out May with the series
return to the Belleville High Banks
in Belleville, Kan. The month of
June begins with a Trio of new fa-
cilities as Plymouth Speedway in
Plymouth, Indiana welcomes the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries into the Hoosier State for the
first time since the year 2000 on
Wednesday, June 1.

Taking on Michigan's finest open
wheel talent for the first time on Fri-
day, June 3, the National Tour
heads for the Hartford Speedway in
Hartford, Mich. with a quick jog
back to Indiana for the series debut
at the Brownstown Speedway in
Brownstown, Ind.

ASCS Sizzlin' Summer Speed-
week follows with the Route 66
Motor Speedway in Amarillo, Texas
welcoming the series back for the
first time since 2003 on Saturday,
June 11. A date that has been at
the Devil's Bowl Speedway the

past few years, the tricky half-mile
will test the waters of a Tuesday
night show. Lawton Speedway in
Lawton, Okla. follows on Wednes-
day, then it's off to Creek County
Speedway in Sapulpa, Okla., then
Salina Speedway in Salina, Kan.
and finally the finale at Lucas Oil
Speedway in Wheatland, Mo.

From the Midwest to the North-
west, the first crown jewel of the
season lies at the Skagit Speedway
with $15,000 to win Dirt Cup No. 45
happening June 23 through June
25 at the famed oval in Alger,
Wash. The second annual Fred
Brownfield Classic the following In-
dependence Day Weekend, series
officials are working closing with
several tracks along the west coast
with plans of an additional three to
four nights before making the turn
east.

July 15 at the Electric City
Speedway in Great Falls, Mont.
with the Billings Motorsports Park
the following night, the series
keeps the trek back towards
Knoxville with stops at the Black
Hills Speedway in Rapid City, S.D.
on Friday, July 22 and Gillette
Thunder Speedway on Saturday,
July 23.

To the legendary Knoxville
Raceway for the now $15,000 to
win Arnold Motor Supply ASCS 360
Knoxville Nationals on August 4, 5,
and 6 at the famed half-mile, the
next new addition of the history
books hits just after the Knoxville
Nationals at Farmington, Missouri's
Saint Francois County Speedway
on Saturday, August 20 which
takes the lead in into the second
annual $15,000 to win Casey's
General Store High Roller on Sun-
day, August 21.

With dates still in the works
throughout September, the month
will end with the expanded sixth an-
nual Jesse Hockett / Daniel
McMillin Memorial at Lucas Oil
Speedway. Going to three nights of
action on September 22, 23, and
24 the finale will see the winner
walk away with $10,000.

A quick trip to Colorado sees the
series' first trip to the Fairground
Speedway in Cortez, Colorado with
the ASCS Southwest Region on
Friday, September 30 followed by
the second annual Joe Herrera Me-
morial at the Aztec Speedway on
October 1, marking the first time
the National Tour has seen the
quarter-mile since 2003. As of now,
the Devil's Bowl Winter Nationals
ends out the 2016 lineup on Octo-
ber 14 and 15.

For the 2016 season, every
night of the Lucas Oil American 
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Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by the MAVTV
Motorsports Network
will again be broad-
cast live on Racin-
boys.com with an
added twist of the
launch of the all new
Lucas Oil Racing web-
site at www.lucasoil-
racing.tv which is a
24-hour online chan-
nel completely dedi-
cated to Motorsports
which operates off a
monthly subscription
that starts as low as

$4.99 a month. Details on broad-
casts will be released after the first
of the year. Scott Traylor will again
host the Racinboys.com broadcast.

Along with the all new Lucas Oil
Racing TV, MAVTV has picked up
an aggressive broadcast schedule
for the 2016 season which will
cover the 2016 ASCS Sizzlin' Sum-
mer Speedweek in its entirety for
the first time, giving tracks like
Route 66 Motor Speedway, Lawton
Speedway, Creek County Speed-
way, and the Salina Speedway
their debut on the nation's home of
Motorsports Action. Dirt Cup at the
Skagit Speedway, the Fred Brown-
field Classic, the ASCS 360
Knoxville Nationals, and the Hock-
ett/McMillin Memorial are also on
the tentative lineup for MAVTV
broadcasts.

Matt Ward will again head up the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Se-
ries presented by the MAVTV Mo-
torsports Network as the National
Coordinator and Competition Di-
rector.

With the indoor racing season of
the Speedway Motors Tulsa
Shootout and Lucas Oil Chili Bowl
Nationals in full swing, updates on
the 2016 lineup will be posted in
the coming months.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, from
the National Tour to any of the six
Regional Tours, log onto www.asc-
sracing.com.

All Star Circuit of
Champions Welcomes

Arctic Cat as Title
Sponsor in 2016

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - Arctic Cat,
a world leader in designing, engi-
neering and manufacturing all-ter-
rain vehicles (ATVs), snowmobiles
and side-by-sides, will be the title
sponsor of the All Star Circuit of
Champions Sprint Car Series in
2016. The All Star Circuit of Cham-

pions is one of the oldest traveling
sprint car organizations and is a
staple of grassroots, open-wheel
racing.

Arctic Catʼs involvement in the
series will play a significant role on
and off the racetrack, increasing
awareness of the All Star Circuit of
Champions, owned by NASCAR
premier series champion Tony
Stewart. The newly named Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
will make its 2016 debut Feb. 5 at
Bubba Raceway Park in Ocala,
Florida. 

“All of us at Arctic Cat are thrilled
to be the title sponsor of the All Star
Circuit of Champions in 2016,” said
Greg Williamson, chief marketing
officer, Arctic Cat. “Tony Stewart
has long been a member of the
Arctic Cat family and the associa-
tion on the grassroots level is a
great fit for our brand. Expect to
see many of our products on dis-
play at a large number of All Star
events in 2016.”

The Wildcat, Arctic Catʼs high-
performance, high-powered side-
by-side, will be showcased at
numerous All Star events. Riders
will participate in Wildcat exhibi-
tions, racing head-to-head on the
same racing surface as the All Star
Circuit of Champions. Arctic Cat
representatives will be in atten-
dance regularly over the course of
the season, displaying current and
new models, as well as conducting
ride-and-drive events for race fans. 

“We cannot thank Arctic Cat,
Greg Williamson, Mark Miller and
their entire team enough for their
support of the All Stars,” Stewart
said. “We look forward to growing
the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions and promoting the Arc-
tic Cat brand throughout the year. I
might even participate in a few ride-
and-drive events with the fans.”

In addition, Arctic Cat will award
all-terrain vehicles to the top-three
drivers in the final 2016 All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions standings. The
2016 All Star champion will receive
a 150cc Alterra ATV, with second
and third place each receiving a
90cc Alterra ATV. A random draw-
ing will be conducted during the
championship banquet, awarding
another 90cc Alterra ATV to a full-
time All Star competitor. Arctic Cat
will also provide products to be
used by All Star officials and tech-
nicians on race day, including Al-
terra ATVs and a Prowler. 

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions should
visit www.AllStarSprint.com. Series
updates and breaking news will be
posted regularly on the seriesʼ offi-

cial Twitter account at www.twit-
ter.com/ASCoC. Find full text re-
sults from each and every Arctic
Cat All Star Circuit of Champions
event at www.AllStarSprint.com/
schedule.

$4000 to win Rome
Rumble Added to 2016

ULTIMATE Series
Schedule

ROME, GA - The ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Series has
added the Rome Ruble at Rome
Speedway to their 2016 season
schedule. The event which serves
as the season opener at the his-
toric Georgia half mile will pay
$4000 to win and will mark the first
ever visit for the ULTIMATE Super
Late Model Series. “This is just a
great addition to our schedule.
Rome is a place that everyone in
the region knows and loves. It is
known for high speeds and awe-
some racing. It is a real pleasure to
work with the Swims family and we
certainly know it is a feather in our
cap to be asked to do an event at
one of their facilities.” said ULTI-
MATE Series Director Kelley Carl-
ton.

Rome Speedway will once again
open their season with a Super
Late Model special slated for Sun-
day, April 24th. Rome Speedwayʼs
Chase Swims is excited about
bringing something new to his fam-
ilyʼs facility. “The ULTIMATE Series
has done a great job with their pro-
gram and they have developed a
reputation for exciting and well-run
events. That is what we are always
looking to bring to our great fans at
both Rome and Dixie Speedways.
We are very excited to have them
be a part of the season opener on
April 24th.” To learn more about
Rome Speedway visit them on the
web at www.dixiespeedway.com 

The ULTIMATE Super Late
Model Series is still busy complet-
ing the 2016 schedule. If you are
interested in hosting an event at
your facility contact Kelley Carlton
at (864) 871-1442 or email kel-
carms@gmail.com  The ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Series Night of
Champions is scheduled for Satur-
day, January 30th at the Park Vista
Hotel Ballroom in Gatlinburg, Ten-
nessee for more details visit the
website or Facebook page. To
learn more about the ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Series visit
www.ultimatesupers.com or call
(864) 871-1442. You can also keep
up with up to the minute news and
happenings by finding ULTIMATE
Super Late Model Series on Face-
book or you can follow them on

Twitter @ULTIMATESupers or In-
stagram @UltimateSupers2015.

New Tracks, New Big
Events, Fierce

Competition Expected
in 2016 World of

Outlaws Sprint Car
Series Schedule

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The World
of Outlaws Sprint Car Series an-
nounced its 2016 schedule today
during the Performance Racing In-
dustry Trade Show. The season
which has 93 scheduled dates and
takes the series to 52 different
tracks in 24 states and one Cana-
dian province features new facili-
ties, new big events and promises
some of the fiercest competition in
the nearly 40 year history of the se-
ries.

The Outlaws kick off their 2016
season at Volusia Speedway Park
in Barberville, Florida, February 12
to 14, for DIRTcar Nationals. The
annual tradition features three
nights of racing at the world's
fastest half-mile dirt track. To the
DIRTcar Nationals champion goes
the coveted 'Big Gator.'

That coveted prize is the first in
a season that from February to late
October includes some of the
biggest events in sprint car racing -
and in all of motorsports.

Eldora Speedway's Kings Royal
expands to three days in 2016, July
14 to 16, with the addition of a new
Thursday night kickoff event, the
'Jokers Wild.' The Ironman 55 re-
turns to Federated Auto Parts
Raceway at I-55 on August 5 and 6
as series competitors work to prove
who the strongest man is. Out
west, the Outlaws battle the fierce
competition in California at Silver
Dollar Speedway's Gold Cup on
September 9 and 10. In Pennsyl-
vania, at the historic Williams
Grove Speedway, the Outlaws bat-
tle the Posse during the expanded
three-day, $50,000-to-win National
Open.

The biggest event of them all
though is the $150,000-to-win
Knoxville Nationals at Knoxville
(Iowa) Raceway, August 10 to 13.
Reigning series champion and now
nine-time Knoxville Nationals
champion Donny Schatz will be the
driver to beat as the best sprint car
drivers in the world converge on
Iowa.

The World of Outlaws continues
to add and build on weekend desti-
nation events throughout the 2016
schedule.

The Texas Outlaw Nationals, at 
(Continued Next Page)
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the birthplace of the
series, Devil's Bowl
Speedway in
Mesquite, Texas, has
quickly become a se-
ries and fan favorite.
'The Greatest Show
on Dirt' returns for two-
days on April 22 and
23. The FVP Outlaw
Showdown at The Dirt
Track at Las Vegas
moves to Thursday
and Friday, March 3
and 4 in 2016 to coin-
cide with the NASCAR
weekend at Las Vegas
Motor Speedway.

Knoxville Raceway's spring World
of Outlaws event expands to two
nights, June 10 and 11.

The Outlaws take on Badlands
Motor Speedway in Brandon,
South Dakota for two blockbuster
weekends in 2016. The Outlaws
will celebrate Fourth of July week-
end for the first time ever at the
track. Then, the series returns Au-
gust 19 and 21 for the first Rock N
Roll Gold Cup with $50,000 to the
winner.

The series returns to several
tracks after multi-year absences
and takes on several more for the
first time ever. Among the first-time
tracks are Cotton Bowl Speedway
in Paige, Texas on February 26,
Arizona Speedway in Queen
Creek, Arizona on March 6 and Ply-
mouth (Indiana) Speedway on May
13.

Those tracks returning to the
schedule after absences are Royal
Purple Raceway Park, Ocean
Speedway, Bakersfield Speedway,
I-30 Speedway, Jacksonville
Speedway, the Jackson Motorplex,
US 36 Raceway, Lincoln Park
Speedway, Hartford Speedway,
Wilmot Speedway and Willamette
Speedway.

The battle between the Outlaws
and the Pennsylvania Posse be-
gins on May 18 at Lincoln Speed-
way's Gettysburg Clash and
continues with trips throughout the
spring, summer and fall to Williams
Grove Speedway and Port Royal
Speedway.

Cedar Lake Speedway's two-
day Sprint Car Showdown returns
for the second year on July 8 and
9, and kicks off the 'Month of
Money' with a $15,000-to-win prize
on Saturday. The Brad Doty Clas-
sic which moves back to Attica
Raceway Park follows that up on
July 12. After taking on the Kings
Royal, the Outlaws head to Lern-
erville Speedway in Sarver, Penn-
sylvania on July 19 for the Don

Martin Memorial Silver Cup.
The series makes two West

Coast swings this season. The first,
a six-week stretch to start the sea-
son from March 3 to April 18, takes
the Outlaws to Nevada, Arizona
and California. In September, the
Outlaws return for a week-long
stretch with stops in Washington,
Oregon and California.

The Outlaws take one trip to
Canada in 2016 on July 26 for
Ohsweken (Ontario) Speedway's
annual Six Nations Showdown.

The 2016 season will wrap up
and the champion crowned Octo-
ber 27 to 29 at the 10th Annual Bad
Boy Buggies World of Outlaws
World Finals at The Dirt Track at
Charlotte Motor Speedway in Con-
cord, N.C. The season finale is one
week earlier in 2016.

Tickets for many of the an-
nounced dates are already on sale
and available by calling toll-free
844-DIRT-TIX (347-8849) or by vis-
iting, www.WorldofOutlaws.com/
Tickets.

Visit www.WoOSprint.com for all
the latest news and information
from the series. Follow the World of
Outlaws Sprint Car Series on Twit-
ter at www.twitter.com/ Worldo-
fOutlaws, like it on Facebook
atwww.facebook.com/WorldofOut-
laws, or check out videos
www.youtube.com/WorldofOut-
laws.

Brady Bacon
Dominates Shootout

Finale For Third
Career Golden Driller 

TULSA, OK - The 31st annual
Speedway Motors Tulsa Shootout
came to a close with Broken
Arrowʼs Brady Bacon capping off
his weekend with a dominating 55
lap performance in the nightʼs
Winged Outlaw A-Feature, giving
Oklahoma drivers a total of six
Golden Drillers in the 2016 edition
of the Shootout. 

The 305th race of the weekend,
Baconʼs win is his third career in
the Speedway Motors Tulsa
Shootout, last winning in the Out-
law division in 2008. Going back to,
in his words, the setups that he and
his father used nearly 15 years
ago, Brady kept smooth on the bot-
tom groove from the better part of
the event. Moving to the cushion
after 35 laps, it was with care as the
cushion piled high around the Tulsa
Expo Raceway. Stalked in the clos-
ing laps by Chris Andrews, the
Tulsa native came close a few
times, but could never put the run
together. Ayrton Gennetten crossed
third with Joe B. Miller fourth.

Charging from 14th, Cory Eliason
completed the top-five.

Leading from the start, all indi-
cations where another Trey Mar-
cham victory in the “A” Class
Non-Wing feature event, a restart
with three to go saw what looked
the engine stutter. Looking like
power had been restored, Trey
stabbed the throttle. Lurching for-
ward sporadically, it became clear
there was more to the problem as
the No. 32 began to fall through the
field like a stone. With the field split-
ting the Oklahoma City driver, the
caution flew with Lap 27 completed
and through the chaos, Jonathan
Beason advanced from third to the
lead; picking up his first Golden
Driller since topping the Restricted
feature event in 2001. 

Chase Briscoeʼs first trip to the
Speedway Motors Tulsa Shootout
added two Golden Drillers to his
trophy case as the Indiana shoe
swept the 1,200cc Mini Sprints on
board the Engler Machine and Tool
No. 1x. Leading non-stop in the
non-wing portion, the Winged Mini
Sprints presented more of a chal-
lenge as traffic came into play. Rac-
ing hard with Andy Baugh for the
runner-up spot, the pair found
leader Alex Grigoreas with Baugh
taking the lead on Lap 10. Giving
chase into traffic, the high line paid
off on Lap 14 for Briscoe. Chal-
lenged in traffic in the close laps, a
late race caution cleared the way
for Briscoeʼs sweep. 

For the third time in his career,
and second in Non-Wing Outlaws,
Tulsaʼs Chris Andrews parked the
Tulsa Sod and Mulch No. 77 in Vic-
tory Lane. To second from fifth by
Lap 4, Andrews worked to the lead
on Lap 10. Dropping Eddie Strada
to the runner-up spot, the Pennsyl-
vania native raced hard with Chris
Cochran. Getting the position on
Lap 20, Cochran had the lead
within his grasp as Andrews biked
his No. 77 in the first two turns with

three to go. Recovering just in time,
the caution flew with two to go.
Building his run, Chris Cochran
gave it his shot off the final turn, but
would settle for the runner-up spot. 

Giving Oklahomaʼs its third
driller of the night, it was the first
time for young Ryder Laplante to
park it at the Tulsa Expo Raceway;
posting the closest finish in the his-
tory of the Junior Sprint division.
Running runner-up to Chase Ran-
dall from the start, Laplante kept
the No. 7 in close proximity. Setting
up to Randallʼs back bumper on the
final lap, the final turns saw the No.
88r take the left side tires to the
berm, pushing Randall just out of
the line to get the lead as the
checkered flag dropped.

A freshly groomed racetrack
greeted the “A” Class division for
their 25 laps with Missouriʼs Miles
Paulus ending his Speedway Mo-
tors Tulsa Shootout as this yearʼs
third first time winner. Stalked
through traffic by Giovanni Scelzi,
the No. 41 would get close several
times, but would have to settle for
the runner-up spot. 

Interesting was the word of the
day in the ECOtec Midget. Domi-
nated by Broken Arrowʼs Chett
Gehrke, the cushion was deep as
everyone it seemed had their turn
bouncing off of it, and it was that
bounce that would bite Gehrke.
Taking advantage of restarts, Hahn
pulled the slide for the lead with
three to go. Pushing past the No.
11 on the back stretch, the cushion
grabbed hold; nearly sending Chett
into the fence as he bounced back
to earth with the dreams of a
Golden Driller vanquished as Hahn
raced to this third in as many years.
The win is Blakeʼ seventh in the
Shootout. 

Accounting for 2,998 laps of
competition, the 31st annual
Speedway Motors Tulsa Shootout
stands as the largest Shootout ever
held.
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Brady Bacon dominated in his 55 lap Winged Outlaw A-Feature in

the Speedway Motors Tulsa Shootout for his third career Golden

Driller. (Patrick Grant photo)



CONCORD, NC
Mike Harrison and
Bobby Pierce shared
the spotlight at the
32nd Annual DIRTcar
UMP 'Night of Cham-
pions' Awards Ban-
quet in Springfield, Ill.
earlier this month. 

In front of nearly
1,000 competitors,

family and friends in the ballroom of
Springfield's Crowne Plaza Hotel,
almost $360,000 was distributed to
competitors in recognition of their
success during the 2015 DIRTcar
season. 

Harrison accepted awards for
the Summit Modified Nationals
championship, the DIRTcar UMP
Modified National championship
and Southern Illinois region cham-
pionship. 

Harrison, a native of Highland
Creek, Ill., put together a season
for the record books. In all, he
recorded 36 wins as well as 11 top-
five and three top-ten finishes in 60
starts. Harrison's fourth modified
national championship ties Jimmy
Owens' four titles. 

Perhaps more impressively, Har-
rison's Summit Modified Nationals
championship was his fourth in five
years. He scored nine wins during
the grueling mid-summer schedule,
including the second-to-last feature
at Fairbury American Legion
Speedway. He beat out Tyler Nicely
for the Modified Nationals champi-
onship by 75 points. 

In all, Harrison collected

$27,000 from his three 2015 titles. 
For Pierce, the season was one

to remember. In addition to back-to-
back DIRTcar Late Model National
Championships he became the
youngest ever driver at 18 years
old to win the Summer Nationals
title. He also joined his father Bob
Pierce in becoming the first father-
son duo to win Summer Nationals
titles. Pierce joined esteemed com-
pany in winning both titles during
the same season. 

Throughout the season, the
Danville, Ill.-native picked up 16
wins including eight straight to wrap
up the season. With his win at El-
dora Speedway's UMP Fall Nation-
als, he locked up the national title
over Rusty Schlenk by 121 points. 

For sweeping the national late
model and Summer Nationals ti-
tles, Pierce claimed $45,000. 

Jose Parga, of New Berlin, Ill.,
was the 2015 DIRTcar Pro Late
Model Champion and took home
the night's third largest prize of
$10,000. He stood in victory lane at
DIRTcar sanctioned events 15
times during the season. 

Eldora Speedway, was named
the 2015 DIRTcar UMP Track of the
Year for its commitment to drivers,
teams and fans and its advance-
ment of DIRTcar and grassroots
racing. The track plays host to The
World, "The Biggest Dirt Race In
The World"™, and the $100,000-
to-win Dirt Late Model Dream® -
"The World's Richest Dirt Race"™.
Eldora is also home to the season
ending DIRTcar UMP Fall Nation-

als. This is the first time Eldora has
won the award under the owner-
ship of Tony Stewart and steward-
ship of track General Manager
Roger Slack. 

Ken Dobson was honored as the
2015 DIRTcar UMP Promoter of the
Year. Dobson is the promoter and
track operator for Jacksonville (Ill.)
Speedway and Quincy (Ill.) Race-
ways and a longtime promoter of
DIRTcar events. This was Dobson's
first DIRTcar UMP Promoter of the
Year award. 

Adam Webb, of Decatur, Ill. was
the DIRTcar Sports Compact Na-
tional Champion as well as the top
driver in the west region. Webb
won 20 features during the season
and took home a combined $1,200
for his two titles 

In the DIRTcar Factory Stock na-
tional points standings, it was
Jacob Rexing of Brighton, Ill. who
came out on top. Rexing had 14
wins during the season. He re-
ceived $1,000 for his champi-
onship. 

With 22 wins on the year, Lukes
Gash was the winner of the DIRT-
car Stock Car national title. The
Chebanse, Ill.-native was also the
top driver in the North Region. His
combined points fund award was
$3,200. 

Robbie Eilers was honored for
his DIRTcar Pro Modified Series
national title. Eilers had 12 wins
throughout the season and re-
ceived $1,000 from the points fund. 

With 19 wins, Tyler Cain was the
top driver in the DIRTcar Sports-
man National points standings and
Sportsman East points. For his top
finishes in both he received $3,200
from the points fund. 

State and regional champions
recognized during the banquet in-
cluded: 

* Late Models ($2,000 each):

Michael Kloos (Southwest), Eric
Spangler (Michigan), Justin Reed
(West), Rusty Schlenk (East) Kevin
Weaver (Midwestern) Tony Jack-
son Jr. (Deep South), Jeff Decker
(Northwest) and Caleb Ashby
(South). 

* UMP Modifieds ($2,000 each):
David Mielke (Michigan), Patrick
Lyon (Carolina), Shawn Valenti
(East), Chad Evans (Central Illi-
nois), Southern Indiana (Joe God-
sey), Todd Sherman (Indiana),
Mike Harrison (Southern Illinois),
Clayton Miller (South) and Jay Led-
ford (Northern Illinois). 

* Pro Late Models ($500 each):
Jose Parga (North) and Evan Tay-
lor (South). 

* Sportsman ($200 each): Troy
Medley (West) and Tyler Cain
(East). 

* Stock Car ($200 each): Lukes
Gash (North) and Terry Reed Jr.
(South). 

* Sport Compact ($200 each):
Austin Burton (East), Adam Webb
(West), Richard Ashby (South) and
Kenny Butterfield (North) 

Several other special awards
were handed out during the ban-
quet. 

With 157 wins throughout the
season, Donnie Jumper was hon-
ored as the Modified Chassis
Builder of the Year. Rocket Race
Cars, which had 94 wins through-
out 2015, was honored as the Late
Model Chassis Builder of the Year. 

Performance Race Engines and
Bill Faust Engines received the
Modified Champion Engine Builder
Award. Pro Power was the Late
Model Champion Engine Builder. 

Bob Pierce, a decorated racer in
his own right, was awarded the
Late Model Mechanic of the Year
award and Brett England and Brent
Harrison received the Modified Me-
chanic of the Year award. 

Nick Kurtz, of Greenville, Mi.,
won four times during the 2015
season, placed third in the Michi-
gan region and 23rd in the DIRTcar
Late Model national points on his
way to being named the 2015
Rookie of the Year. 

T.D. Burger received the 2015
Modified Sportsman of the Year
award while Daren Friedman re-
ceived the 2015 Late Model Sports-
man of the Year award. 

STLRacing.com's Jimmy Dear-
ing was honored with the Bob
Memmer Achievement Award.
Dearing has built STLRacing.com
into one of the premier racing news
sites in the Midwest and helped to
promote grassroots racing in the
region.

For more information on
(Continued Next Page)
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Mike Harrison, Bobby
Pierce Share Spotlight at

32nd Annual DIRTcar UMP
ʻNight of Championsʼ

The 2015 UMP DIRTcar National Champions were honored earlier this month after a stellar racing

season. (STLRacingPhotos.com/DIRTcar photo)



Continued…

DIRTcar Racing and to
see the complete final
points standings for all
DIRTcar UMP-sanc-
tioned divisions, visit
www.dirtcar.com.

The
Countdown

is On To
45th Annual

DIRTcar
Nationals
BARBERVILLE,

FL - The New Year
means the countdown to the 45th
Annual DIRTcar Nationals at Volu-
sia Speedway Park is on. The an-
nual tradition of Florida in February
kicks off on February 9 in Bar-
berville, Fla. 

DIRTcar Nationals features 12
straight nights of doubleheaders
with the All Star Circuit of Champi-
ons, World of Outlaws Sprint Car
Series, World of Outlaws Late com-
petitors alike. The streamlined web-
site provides a place to purchase
tickets, view daily and event sched-
ules and read the latest news and
information. 

Last season's DIRTcar Nationals
saw Donny Schatz start off his his-
tory-making World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series season with a vic-
tory on night three and Shane
Clanton make a statement, sweep-
ing all three World of Outlaws Late
Model Series features, the opening
shot in his championship season.
NASCAR star Austin Dillon joined
Daryn Pittman, Clanton and Larry
Wight in hoisting the 'Big Gator.' 

Tickets for DIRTcar Nationals
start at just $20 and are on sale
now by calling 844-DIRT-TIX (347-
8849), or by visiting www.DIRTcar-
Nationals.com. 

Visit www.DIRTcarNationals.com
for the latest news and information 
from the event. Follow DIRTcar Na-
tionals at www.Twitter.com/DIRT-
carNats and on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/DIRTcarNa-
tionals. 

DIRTcar Late Models
and UMP Modified
Florida Schedule

Released
CONCORD, NC - DIRTcar Offi-

cials announced today the 2016
Florida schedule for the DIRTcar
UMP Modified Series and the
DIRTcar Late Model Series. 

A diverse schedule of 17 events
at four Florida tracks highlights the

2016 Florida tour for the DIRTcar
UMP Modifieds. The schedule is
anchored by DIRTcar Nationals at
Volusia Speedway Park where driv-
ers will compete for the coveted
$5,000-to-win Gator Champi-
onship. 

The DIRTcar Late Model Series
will kick-off its season at North
Florida Speedway before taking on
DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
Speedway Park for three nights.
The series joins the World of Out-
laws Late Model Series for six
events at Screven Raceway Febru-
ary 12 and 13, Bubba Raceway
Park February 14 and Volusia
Speedway Park February 18, 19,
and 20. 

DIRTcar officials also confirmed
the 2016 tire plan outlining a 12-
month conversion with specific ap-
proved tires for the 2016 Florida
Tour. 

2016 Tire Rule information: 
a) All 2016 Florida races includ-

ing DIRTcar Nationals, the ap-
proved tires shall be: Hoosier A40
and A40-S compounds in the
DIRTcar plated tire 26.5/8.0/15 or
27.5/8.0/15. The maximum width of
the tire will be 9" inches. The H40
Compound is approved as a right
rear only option. 

b) After March 1st, 2016 DIRT-
car tracks will run their weekly-
posted tire rule. Approved tires are
D40, A40, A40-S AND H40'S until
July 1 2016. 

c) After July 1st, the only ap-
proved tires shall be the A40-S tire.
The H40 is approved as a right rear
option. 

d) Note: 
a. All other classes will be al-

lowed to run D40, A40 , A40-S and
H 40 for the entire 2016 season. 

b. We will monitor the tire wear
and performance, along with addi-
tional testing 

c. A NO SIPING rule is being
considered for 2017. 

For more information on the
DIRTcar UMP Modified Series and
the DIRTcar Late Model Series,
visit www.DIRTcar.com. For more
information on DIRTcar Nationals,
visit www.DIRTcarNationals.com.

Eldora Speedway
Named DIRTcar UMP
Track of The Year For

2015 Season
ROSSBURG, OH - Eldora

Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio, has
been awarded DIRTcar UMP Track
of the Year for the 2015 season. 

Since its inception, DIRTcar,
then United Midwestern Promoters
(UMP), has sanctioned the highly
successful Dirt Late Model Dream

by Ferris Mowers, the prestigious
World 100 and the DIRTcar Fall Na-
tionals. At the World 100, rain
washed out Fridayʼs races, forcing
a doubleheader on Saturday. At the
UMP Fall Nationals, Hurricane
Joaquin forced Eldora officials to
expedite the second night to a Fea-
tures-only format before waiting out
a day of rain to race on Sunday.
Overcoming all this, the racing was
excellent at all events, which made
fans, drivers and teams happy. 

“Eldora Speedway exemplifies
the best of dirt track racing in the
United States and stood out in
2015 for its commitment to drivers,
teams and dedicated fans,” said
Sam Driggers, DIRTcar UMP direc-
tor, series and sanctioning.
“Throughout the season, Eldora
went above and beyond to help
DIRTcar racing and advance grass-
roots motorsports. With blockbuster
events like the World 100 and the
Dream, the track is continually
pushing the bounds on great pro-
moting. It is for those reasons and
more that we are excited to award
Eldora with the 2015 DIRTcar UMP
Track of the Year award.”

This is the first DIRTcar UMP
Track of the Year award for Eldora
since Tony Stewart took ownership
in 2004.

In March of 2015, officials from
SPEED SPORT Magazine and Na-
tionalSpeedSportNews.com, Amer-
icaʼs trusted motorsports authority
since 1934, announced that their
readers voted Eldora as ʻMy Fa-
vorite Trackʼ for the fourth consec-
utive year.

“This is a true honor for every-
one here on our team at Eldora and
that includes our Late Model, Mod-
ified and Stock teams,” said Roger
Slack, Eldora Speedway general
manager. 

“Every top dirt track in the coun-
try is sanctioned by DIRTcar or
DIRTcar Northeast and there are so
many that are deserving especially
with the weather that everyone
struggled through last year.  We
very much look forward to celebrat-
ing Saturday night at our awards
banquet our drivers, teams and 500
guests from across the Midwest
and Canada.”

Tickets for the 22nd annual Dirt
Late Model Dream by Ferris Mow-
ers, the 33rd annual Kings Royal
Weekend, the fourth NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series race
on dirt and the 46th annual World
100 are available now at www.El-
doraSpeedway.com and can be re-
quested by phone at (937)
338-3815. 

Tickets and camping for the rest
of the Eldoraʼs schedule will be

available on Monday, February 15.

Championship and
Weekly Point Fund
Format for the 2016
DIRTcar Late Model
Summer Nationals

Announced
CONCORD, NC - DIRTcar an-

nounced today the format and pay-
out for the 2016 Late Model
Summer Nationals championship. 

In 2016, the demanding sched-
ule will be divided into five separate
weeks crowning weekly champions
and rewards from a weekly point
fund. Each of the weekly point
funds pay the top-ten drivers that
week, with $2,000 going to the
week's champion. Drivers compet-
ing for a position in the points fund
payout must attempt to qualify for
all races during that week. The
points for the weekly points fund
will be reset each Monday with all
points, regardless of finishing posi-
tion, transferring to the series
championship standings. 

The Late Model Summer Na-
tionals championship will be
awarded to the driver with the high-
est cumulative points earner
through the entire tour. The
$30,000 championship points fund
pays the top-five finishers with
$15,000 to the winner. 

"We are excited to introduce this
new format for the DIRTcar Late
Model Summer Nationals champi-
onship," said DIRTcar UMP Direc-
tor Sam Driggers.

"We believe this new feature will
add a special dimension to the
2016 Summer Nationals and pro-
vide extra incentive and competi-
tion in one of the most grueling
schedules in all of motorsports." 

In addition to the format an-
nouncement, the series adds Ply-
mouth (Ind.) Speedway and Merritt
Speedway for the first time ever.
The Summer Nationals takes on
the 3/8 mile oval of Plymouth on
July 12 before heading north to
Merritt in Lake City, Michigan on
July 14. 

The Summer Nationals is annu-
ally one of the most grueling and
competitive series in motorsports.
The last four seasons have seen
three different champions, includ-
ing last year's winner Bobby
Pierce. The 18-year-old was the
youngest champion in series his-
tory and with his father Bob be-
came the first ever father and son
to win the Summer Nationals title.
In 2014, Brian Shirley became a
first-time champion of the series
after racking up five wins.
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FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries will begin its 33rd
year of sanctioning
super late model rac-
ing across the south-
east with the release
of the 2016 working
schedule that has 18
races set for now with
the addition of more
races as dates  are

being worked out.
The season opens up on Satur-

day & Sunday February 27th &
28th at the Cochran Speedway in
Cochran, GA., for a pair of $5,000
to win 50 lap events.  The last time
the series was at Cochran was
2010 and former series champion
Ivedent Lloyd Jr of Ocala, FL., took
the checkered flag.  Cochran
Speedway will also host a $4,000
to win event on July 3rd.

Cherokee Speedway Gaffney,
SC., is back on the 2016 schedule
with the annual March Madness
event on Saturday & Sunday
March 5th & 6th with a $3,000 to
win and a $10,000 to win event.
Smoky Mt Speedway in Maryville,
TN., has two Southern All Star
events that will pay $5,000 to win
April 23rd & September 17th.

Talladega Short Track in East-
aboga, AL., is back on schedule for
2016 with four races, the annual
NASCAR weekends on April 30th &
October 22nd, as well as the B J
Parker Memorial on June 11th and
the Michael Head Jr Memorial Au-
gust 6th will pay $4,000 to win.  

New to the series this year will
be two events set up for the Senoia
Raceway in Senoia, GA., on May
14th paying $4,000 to win and July
2nd the Billy Clanton Memorial pay-
ing $5,025.

Volunteer Speedway in Bulls

Gap, TN., will host the Scott Sex-
ton Memorial on May 21st, the Ten-
nessee National Raceway in
Hohenwald, TN., will be back for a
$4,000 to win event on May 28th.

The biggest purse so far this
season on the schedule is set for
the Magnolia Motor Speedway in
Columbus, MS., with the Annual
Governors Cup paying $10,000 to
win and $1,000 to start on July 15th
& 16th and the East Alabama Motor
Speedway is back with the Ala-
bama State Championships on
September 24th & 25th with a pair
of $4,000 to win events.

All these events are subject to
change as well as events to be
added.

AR Bodies Steps Up

Program With Southern

All Stars For 2016
FAYETTEVILLE, TN - The

Southern All Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries and AR Bodies have had long
standing relationship throughout
the years with different contingency
programs, but in 2016 AR Bodies
located in Greenbrier, TN., will up
its program with the AR Bodies

Challenge to take place during the
2016 season.

What the program will consist of
is when you come by the Southern
All Star tech trailer for registration
you will be asked what nose you
have on your car and during the
race points will be kept  and totaled
during the year with all the AR Bod-
ies nosepiece cars and at the end
of the year the driver with the most
points in the AR Bodies Challenge
will get $500 from AR Bodies, and
2nd place will get $300 and 3rd
place $200.  This applies only to
drivers that run AR Bodies nose-
pieces during the 2016 racing sea-
son.   Drivers will need to run the
AR Bodies decal and notify at reg-
istration as to which nosepiece you
are running.

The Southern All Stars would
like to thank Roy Dies and all the
folks at AR Bodies for their market-
ing presence with the Southern All
Stars for over 20 plus year.  For
more information contact Roy Dies
at AR Bodies at 888-245-1468 or
www.arbodies.com

For more information concerning
visit www.sasdirt.com.

HAUBSTADT, IN -
The 2016 Hoosier Tire
Midwest Sprint Car
Series scheduling
process was con-
cluded this week and
the resulting schedule
is ready to release.
This seasonʼs sched-
ule will include 18
MSCS sanctioned
events to be held at
seven different speed-
ways. The schedule
includes a variety of

purses paying $2,000, $2,500,
$3,000, $4,000, $5,000,
and $10,000 to win! The schedule
is well balanced with 3 events each
month except August and October.

The season is scheduled to
begin on Saturday night April 9th at
the Lincoln Park Speedway. The
occasion is the annual Indiana
Open Wheel Com Racinʼ Fest. The
winner will receive $4,000. The
next weekend MSCS and USAC
will appear in the co-sanctioned
Spring Showdown at Tri-State
Speedway. That April 16th event
will pay $5,000 to win! MSCS will
be back at Tri-State Speedway on
April 30th for a new early season
event destined to become Midwest
Madness.

The Spring Fling at the Terre

Haute Action Track will be on Sun-
day May 1st this season. The Ac-
tion Track is the only half mile track
that MSCS races on. The feature
will pay $3,000 to win. Memorial
Day weekend the series will be at
Lincoln Park Speedway Saturday
night and Tri-State Speedway on
Sunday night. The May 28th and
29th dates are the first of three
doubleheaders on holiday week-
ends for the series.

The MSCS Sprint Cars will also
be racing three times and at three
different tracks during the month of
June. Brownstown Indiana Speed-
way will host an MSCS event on
June 4th. This date is earlier in the
season than last yearʼs visit. On the
11th MSCS will be at Tri-State
Speedway for a split show with the
MOWA Winged Sprints. Daugherty
Speedway will hold a MSCS sanc-
tioned race on June 25th to com-
plete the June schedule. This event
at Daugherty is a welcome addition
to the MSCS schedule. It is also
pivotal as this event closes out the
first half of the season.

On Saturday night July 2nd,
MSCS will sanction the racing at
Lincoln Park Speedway. The event
now serves as the final day of the
Bill Gardner Sprintacular and will
pay $3,000 to win. The next night,
July 3rd, MSCS will be racing at Tri-

State Speedway in the Southern In-
diana Sprint Stampede. The
MOWA winged sprints will be on
that card also! The MSCS series
will be returning to Montpelier
Motor Speedway Saturday night
July 23rd. This is one of those date
changes made in an effort to further
improve the schedule.

The MSCS Sprints will return to
Putnamvilleʼs Lincoln Park Speed-
way on August 6th with a $3,000 to
win event. It will be the fourth and
final visit there for MSCS in 2016.
The annual Hoosier Sprint Nation-
als will be at Haubstadt on August
13th and will pay $5,000 to the win-
ner. The HSN is the one event that
has enjoyed a spot on the MSCS
schedule for the longest period of
time.

September will be a big month
for MSCS drivers. It begins with a
doubleheader weekend with action
at Route 45 Raceway on Saturday
night September 3rd. The Labor
Day Weekend Challenge on Sun-
day night, September 4th, at Tri-
State Speedway follows and it pays
$3,000 to win. At mid month MSCS
will return to Haubstadt along with
the USAC Sprints to participate in
the biggest race of the year. The
Haubstadt Hustler
will be presented on
Saturday night Sep-
tember 17th. The
best drivers in the na-
tion will be running
for a top prize of

$10,000 to win.
Tri-State Speedway will host the

MSCS Season Finale on October
8th.  The feature winner will receive
the Harvest Cup and $3,000. Tradi-
tion has the new MSCS Champion
and Rookie of the Year being hon-
ored at or following this decisive
race.

Brady Short won the 2015
MSCS Championship and the title
will be his to defend in 2016. It was
his second MSCS crown. Brady
has also finished as the runner-up
to the champion twice. Brandon
Morin was honored as the 2015
MSCS Rookie of the Year. With
each new season comes the prom-
ise of new drivers, renewed effort,
added experience that pays off,
and unbelievable competition.

Three new race events have
been added to the tour and the
dates for five events have been ad-
justed to improve the overall sched-
ule. There are two shows
co-sanctioned with USAC. If any
changes or additions become nec-
essary to the schedule, a news re-
lease will be issued. Everyone can
keep up with breaking news by vis-
iting the MSCS facebook page or
mscssprints.com.
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Southern All Stars Release
Working Schedule For 33rd

Year Of Racing 
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Schedule Released



TULSA, OK - For
the second time in as
many years, the Lucas
Oil Chili Bowl Nation-
als presented by Gen-
eral Tire was ruled
over by California's
Rico Abreu, who
wheeled the Keith
Kunz Motorsports No.
97 to victory in the
30th edition of the
Chili Bowl.

With a packed house of nearly
20,000 in attendance at the River
Spirit Expo Center, the chant of
"Rico, Rico" soon followed a series
of wicked celebratory doughnuts.

Giving chase from the fourth
starting spot, Abreu was among the
first of the front runners to test the
high groove on the freshly prepped
Tulsa Expo Raceway as team
mate, Christopher Bell, led the
charge until contact with a slower
car on Lap 9 sent the No. 71 spin-
ning; sending Bell to the tail of the
field.

Handing the lead over to Bryan
Clauson, the Indiana shoe for Joe
Dooling looked poised to back up
2014 performance, pulling to as
much as 2.6 seconds over second
place, Zach Daum.

Finding traffic near the races
midpoint, Daum with Abreu in tow
began running down Bryan Clau-
son. Staying topside, while Clau-
son wheeled the low groove, the
trio were all very evenly matched at
this point. Able to again being
pulling away, Clauson sat safely as
Rico and Zach began exchanging
slide jobs prior to the caution on
Lap 43 of 55.

Unable to shake the No. 97 on
the restart, Rico plotted his attach.
Keeping to the cushion, unless ab-
solutely necessary, Rico was able
to grab the lead on Lap 45.

"So I think this is one of the
toughest tracks to be a leader at
and set the pace," said Rico. "Just
because with how much the track
changes in a feature or in a race,
you can run second or third, and
have the advantage of moving
around on the surface rather than
being the leader and running the
line that you started running where
you got the lead at."

Picking up and taking off, Rico
was uncontested the reminder of
the way, despite Clauson's run on
the final lap. Bryan Clauson
grabbed the runner-up spot with

Zach Daum completing the
podium.

"It took a lot longer for it widen
out," said Clauson of the track. "As
silly as it sounds at that point in the
race, I'd have rather been running
second or third and hadn't spent 10
laps trying to maneuver and figure
out what I needed because the first
lap of the restart I went in where I
had been running, it wasn't very
good anymore."

Asked about his level of com-
petitiveness, Daum replied, "We
were decent, we weren't great. We
were way too tight early. Then once
we moved to the cushion we were
even tighter still. We struggled with
side bite all weekend. So when we
went to this race we kind of maybe
went a little bit overboard. It's still
nothing to be ashamed of we ran
third."

Jerry Coons, Jr. ran fouth in his
13th consecutive A-Feature start
with Kyle Larson going from 22nd
to fifth. Tim McCreadie crossed
sixth with Tyler Thomas, Thomas
Meseraull, Tanner Thorson, and
Joey Saldana completing the top
ten.

Racing 335 drivers though on
Saturday starting with double N
Features, the weekend ended with
a flip count of 59. The 2016 Chili
Bowl Rookie of the Year was Mis-
souri's Joe B. Miller who placed
21st in Saturday's A-Feature.

The 2017 dates have already
been announced with racing action
at the 31st annual Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals taking place Janu-
ary 10-14, 2017. Tickets go on sale
the first Wednesday of March,
2016.

For continued updates, log onto
www.chilibowl.com.

Rico Abreu Hits
Pay Dirt on

River Spirit Casino
Qualifying Night
TULSA, OK - It was almost Déjà

vu as Rico Abreu came up Aces in
Wednesday's River Spirit Qualify-
ing Night, topping action for the

second time in as many years in his
quest for the Golden Driller in the
30th running of the Lucas Oil Chili
Bowl Nationals presented by Gen-
eral Tire.

"I believe last year that's kind of
how it went too. Started on the front
row of my Heat and my Qualifier
and won those. Started sixth in the
feature, started sixth this year, so
kind of a good spot as long as you
win them," commented Rico. "I feel
like you have to win every time you
are on the track here and tonight
went really smooth." Asked about
his confidence of another Driller,
Rico replied, "Anytime you lock into
the A-Main on Saturday, you've got
a lot of confidence. It's a long race 

(Continued Next Page)
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Chili Bowl Titles

Rico Abreu celebrates with his crew after bringing home the Lucas

Oil Chili Bowl Nationals victory at the Tulsa Expo Raceway.

(Patrick Grant photo)
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for Midget racing, just
because we are used
to 25-30 lap races so
you have to kind of
pace yourself through-
out that feature and
just be there at the last
10 laps."

Gridding the field
sixth, the California
native wasted little
time working to the
front of the racing
order, advancing to
the runner-up spot by
the second lap. Chas-
ing Oklahoma's Tyler

Thomas, the pair began a game of
Cat and Mouse for the top spot.
Swapping lines at both ends of the
Tulsa Expo Raceway several
times, Thomas was successful at
the block to hold Rico at bay as
Thomas Meseraull trailed closely in
third.

Slowed on Lap 12, the restart
was the opportunity Abreu was
looking for. Diving the bottom of
turn one, the slide through turn two
ended with the Keith Kunz Motor-
sports No. 97 on point.

Leaving Tyler Thomas to con-
tend with Meseraull for the silver
position, the pair dropped sliders
on each other with neither giving an
inch. Working silently into con-
tention during all of this, 17th start-
ing Parker Price-Miller joined the
fight on Lap 19, taking the third
spot away from Meseraull the fol-
lowing Lap.

Slowed on Lap 21 for a three car
pileup, the restart saw Thomas
glued to the back bumper of Abreu.

Side-by-side at the white flag,
Thomas was close enough to take
it, but the high side was where the
run was for Rico. Rounding turn
four however, the caution flew
again as Colby Copeland and
Sammy Swindell tangled at the
start/finish line.

This time, the restart was all
about Abreu as Rico was able to
put a 0.845 second margin be-
tween himself and Tyler Thomas.

Even with a runner-up finish,
Thomas was on cloud-nine, "I'm al-
most speechless. You know, fourth
try at the Chili Bowl and we had a
really good car all night and got
plenty of passing points early on. I
think we were just too good, too
early in the feature. I felt like we
were on a string the first 10 laps or
so and it just got tight there midway
to the end on the cushion. I had to
try the bottom out, but Rico drove a
great race on the top."

Taking full advantage of the final

restart, Thomas Meseraull re-
claimed the final transfer into Sat-
urday's A-Feature.

"Everyone goes to the bottom, I
hammer the top. End of story," was
the reply by Thomas on his last lap
pass to regain the transfer spot.
Without a ride a week ago, and in
Australia; Meseraull was a last
minute addition for Mark Bush Mo-
torsports.

"Mark Bush's cars are awe-
some. He's my buddy and the last
two times I drove it, I'd just went
through a divorce and didn't give in
my best and turned it over on the
berm. It was pretty awesome to
come back and give him my best
and actually get up on the wheel."

Parker Price-Miller was the
night's hard charger with a fourth
place finish with Austin Brown com-
pleted the top-five.

Chase Stockon crossed sixth in
the Tony Elliott Memorial Fund No.
5s with Blake Hahn seventh. After
serving a two spot penalty for pass-
ing before the cone on the Lap 12
restart, Jake Swanson came from
16th to eighth with Brendon Bright
charging from 21st to ninth. The
top-ten rounded out with Alex
Sewell.

Wednesday's River Spirit Quali-
fying Night saw 81 drivers draw in
to bring the week's total to 116 driv-
ers. The flip count rose to 20 with
all drivers able to walk away.

Alex Bright Pulls Off

Stunning Victory in

Chili Bowl 2016

Opener
TULSA, OK - With only a few

feet to spare at the line, Pennsyl-
vania's Alex Bright held off Indi-
ana's Joey Saldana at the line to
kick off the 30th annual Lucas Oil
Chili Bowl Nationals presented by
General Tire on a high note; top-
ping Tuesday's Warren Cat Quali-
fying Night for his first Chili Bowl
preliminary score.

Marking the second time since
2014 that Alex has made the show,
he was asked how special the pre-
liminary night win was to him, "Ab-
solutely amazing. This possibly
tops as one of the best wins of my
career, if not it definitely ties the
one big race in Australia I won, but
Saturday would definitely top them
all. This is big for me."

Giving chase from the eight
starting spot, Bright cracked the top
five by Lap 6 as California's Kyle
Larson took off with the lead. Sitting
comfortably ahead of Jonathan
Beason, the Oklahoma shoe
worked to hold off Zach Daum,

while at the same time Alex Bright
quietly continued his march to the
front.

Taking over third on Lap 9,
Bright jumped to second the follow-
ing lap. In the right place at the right
time, the caution flew on Lap 11 as
leader Kyle Larson found himself
the victim of a slower car. Finding
the No 22e stalled off the exit of the
second turn, the resulting impact
would send Larson spinning to a
stop. Kyle would restart at the tail
of the field.

"It was unfortunate he [Kyle] got
caught up in a wreck," said Bright.
"He was just in the wrong place at
the wrong time, but that's racing.
We've all been in that position."

"I don't think that's all he had,"
continued Alex when asked about
his chances had Larson not
crashed. "It would've been interest-
ing to see what would have hap-
pened. I think we definitely had
something for him."

Challenged by Daum on the
restart, Zach would end up tripping
back to third as Jonathan Beason
was able to sneak between the wall
and the right rear of the No. 5d.
Building some breathing room, the
fight for second was anything but
calm as Beason, Daum, and
Spencer Bayston looked like LA
traffic, going after each other in
nearly every turn. Three wide the
length of the back stretch, the race
was slowed on Lap 21 for a flip in
turn four.

Going for a Hail Mary slide on
the restart, Beason slammed the
cushion in turn four, causing a
domino effect that brought Spencer
Bayston to a halt. Going for the
same slide again on the ensuing
restart, the cushion again bit the
No. 8j, allowing Joey Saldana to

suddenly jump into second.
Working every angle possible on

the No. 77b in the closing laps,
Bright would edge out Joey by
0.144 seconds at the line.

"I don't know how in the hell to
drive these racecars to tell you the
truth. It's just an honor to race a
Midget with these guys. Last year I
finished fourth, so I missed it by
one," said Saldana. "Just putting
yourself in the show, I've never
done that before so for me it's a
huge honor to say I get to race the
A Main on Saturday night."

Zach Daum was the final trans-
fer into Saturday's 55 lap A-Fea-
ture.

Jonathan Beason settled for
fourth with R.J. Johnson scoring
Hard Charger honors; coming from
16th to round out the top-five.

Chad Boespflug advanced six
spots to finish sixth with Matt Sher-
rell seventh and Andrew Felker
eighth. Rebounding from the Lap
11 crash, Kyle Larson charged
back to finish ninth with Dillon
Welch completing the top-ten.

In a stunning display, the eighth
annual Vacuworx Invitational Race
of Champions found a new cham-
pion as 2015 NMDoTY, Tanner
Thorson, held off the hard charging
No. 71k of Kyle Larson. Taking ad-
vantage of a restart near the race's
half-way point, Thorson snagged
the lead from Tracy Hines. Joined
by Larson in the process, the pair
dueled nearly the entire last half of
the 20 lap affair with Thorson able
to hold off several attempts at a
Kyle Larson slide-job.

Tuesday's Warren Cat Qualify-
ing Night saw 85 drivers check in.
The week's flip count hit eight on
the opening night with all drivers in-
volved able to walk away.
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Alex Bright pulled off a stunning victory in the opener for the 30th

Annual Lucas Oil Chili Bowl Nationals. (Patrick Grant photo)



BATTLE CREEK,
MI - The Midwest In-
door Racing Series
completed the
2015/2016 winter rac-
ing season with the
running of the 2016
Cereal City Winter
Showdown. For the
ninth time in the series
four-year history and

out of 16 total events conducted
since the inaugural 2012/2013
campaign, Kellogg Arena in Battle
Creek, Michigan served as hosts.
An impressive 152 teams jammed
the pit area and the good crowd on
hand was treated to an exciting and
fun night in southern Michigan.

The headlining event of the
evening would be the 50-lap Cereal
City Winter Showdown for the
600cc Non-Winged Mini Sprints.
After a thrilling battle between Clay
Sanders, who swept the Thanks-
giving Classic Weekend back in
November and Engine Pro Sprints
on Dirt star, Ryan Ruhl that would
see the two standouts swap the
lead six times in a span of eight
laps. Sanders' #21 Joker Motor-
sports machine took the lead for
the final time on lap 31 and would
lose Ruhl in traffic en route to a
clean sweep of the three races that
made up the 2015/2016 MIRS Win-
ter Racing Season. The 21-year-
old driver from Holt, Michigan had
never won in MIRS competition
prior to this winter and in the last
two races; he beat Ruhl, a standout
in Winged Sprint Car racing in the
Midwest both times.

Ruhl came home second with
Jason Ormsby rounding out the
podium finishers. Jeff Wolfers-
berger scored a career high fourth
place finish as Fast Qualifier,
Howard McCormick completed the
top five. A.J. Lesiecki was sixth as
18-year-old Blake Lamb, 17-year-
old Tyler Fitzpatrick, Mark Zumbrun
and 15-year-old Ryan Ball finished
off the top 10. McCormick won the
Fast Qualifier award over the 17-
car field with a lap measured at a
7.675 around the 0.091 mile flat
concrete oval. Wolfersberger, Bill
Dunham and Ormsby scored the
Heat Race wins.

In the Mini Cups 30-lap feature,
Scott Quaal had been the man to
beat in the only full-bodied division
within MIRS over since the end of

the 2013/2014 winter racing sea-
son having not lost a race. A span
of five total features for the class.
His streak came to an after a
thrilling battle with pole-sitter, Kyle
Trinklein that saw Trinklein even
lead for one lap. Contact was made
with three laps to go between the
two battling drivers sending Quaal
around in turn two. Both drivers
were sent to the rear of the field,
giving the lead to Colton Sensiba
who would then lose the point a lap
later to 16-year-old Matt Kemp who
wouldn't make a mistake the rest of
the way to score his first career
MIRS Feature win.

The Sawyer, Michigan teenager
in his #5 Anytime Sports entry
fought off a last minute charge from
Sensiba to take home the trophy
and become the first driver other
than Quaal and Todd Cowan to win
a MIRS Mini Cups Feature in series
history. Sensiba finished a career
high second ahead of Fast Quali-
fier, 15-year-old Zack Nichols.
Quaal recovered to finish fourth
over John Culp who finished up the
final top five.  17-year-old Steven
Nichols was sixth while Brad Perry,
18-year-old Nicole Stanley, Robert
Siegel and 14-year-old Maggie
Struthers finished off the top 10. Z.
Nichols out-timed the new MIRS
Mini Cups record 17 cars in the
building with an 8.946 as Trinklein,
Stanley and Quaal won Heat
Races.

The Lawn Mowers would see
the two top divisions, the Super
Modifieds and Modifieds combined
for the evening, but the results
would be the same as they had
been 11 previous times in the last
four seasons. Sparta, Michigan vet-
eran, Jayson Mikula thoroughly
dominated for a clean sweep of the
winter season in the premier Lawn
Mowers class and his 12th career
MIRS Feature win, good for second
all-time in series history. The 39-
year-old would also sweep the en-
tire day as he won the Fast
Qualifier award with an 8.382 and
also won the Heat.

Keith Reed Jr., won the Lawn
Mowers Stock Feature in his #8
Kalamazoo Speedway grass cutter
after a thrilling battle with Mikula to
give the 25-year-old from Gales-
burg, Michigan his first career
MIRS Feature win. In doing so, he
prevented Mikula from completely

sweeping all Lawn Mowers events
as Mikula set fast time in the Lawn
Mower Stocks with a 10.011 and
won the Heat Race, just as he did
in the Super Modifieds/Modifieds
division.

The Go-Karts were out in force
for the Cereal City Winter Show-
down and the big winner of the
night would be 23-year-old Dylan
Woodling. The Warsaw, Indiana
driver in his #3 30 West Auto Sales
& Service karts picked up two Fea-
ture wins on the night in the Heavy
Clones and the Senior Caged divi-
sions. For Woodling, it would bring
his career MIRS Feature wins total
to three. There were 26 Heavy
Clones in the building as in the
Heat Races, Woodling also won
there as well while Phillip Schnei-
der (twice), Nate Gressman, Daniel
Hoffman and Josh McKnight also
scored wins. Travis Fisher won the
Last Chance Race. Woodling
would then sweep both Senior
Caged Heats as well for five total
checkered flags.

In the Go-Karts 360s Feature,
Findlay, Ohio driver, Brad Bowers
made the most of his Midwest In-
door Racing Series debut as the
29-year-old driver of his #53 Peter-
son Electric machine went to vic-
tory lane in a wild 20-lap main.
There were 22 360s on hand as
Bowers also scored a Heat Race
victory while a pair of 16-year-olds',
Joey Pendergrass (Twice) and
Sam Weaver, plus Phillip Schnei-
der and Nate Gressman also
picked up wins. Jake Barker won
the Last Chance Race.

As for the Go-Karts Gold Plate
division, 11-year-old Andrew
Scheid went to victory lane for the
second time during the 2015/2016

winter racing season and sixth time
overall of his young career. The
Kent City, Michigan driver in his
#18 Boyne Machine  Company kart
was the 2014/2015 Go-Karts Pur-
ple Plate Champion. He also swept
the entire day in the division by win-
ning both Heat Races.

Nine-year-old Aiden Williamson
continues to impress in the Go-
Karts Junior Caged division as the
Warsaw, Indiana youngster in his
#19 R&B Car Company ride col-
lected career MIRS Feature win #6.
The Hoosier State driver also
swept both Heat Races as in the
first one; he rolled his machine
down the back stretch early in the
event. After going to the "Hot Pits"
for quick repairs, he came back out
to pick up the win which led into
him sweeping the entire day.

The Go-Karts Purple Plates saw
another 11-year-old take the check-
ered flag first. Flint, Michigan driver,
Billy Ross in his #9K.W.E. Tire Prep
ride won his second straight and
second MIRS Feature of his young
career. He also won his Heat Race
while 12-year-old Max Frank
picked up the victory in the other
Heat Race.

The youngest division within the
Midwest Indoor Racing Series, the
Go-Karts Kids Karts saw a young
driver make a long trip worthwhile.
Seven-year-old Cohen Henze,
whose parents brought him to the
Great Lakes State from Brodhead,
Wisconsin, won the Feature in his
first ever MIRS start. Henze's #88
Decatur Dairy Cheese Store kart
also scored a Heat Race victory.
Six-year-old Parker Moyer, five-
year-old Oliver Osborn and six-
year-old Audra Weaver also picked 

(Continued Next Page)
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Victory To End 2015/2016

Winter Racing Season

Clay Sanders celebrates his win in victory lane after fighting off

Ryan Ruhl. (R.W. Motorsports Marketing Photo)
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up Heat Race tri-
umphs.  

In the Quarter
Midgets, the story was
once again Chase
Burda as the now 11-
year-old added two
more Feature wins to
his MIRS all-time ca-
reer Feature wins
total. The Columbiav-
ille, Michigan young-
ster in his #18 Rob's
Service ride added
victories #26 and #27
after winning both the
Light 160s and Senior

Animals main events. He also won
the Light 160s Heat Race earlier in
the afternoon.

However, Burda was denied the
"Hat Trick" of three Feature victo-
ries in one day in the Senior Hon-
das as nine-year-old Landon
Hathaway put a stop to Burda's
dominance in his #10 Big Lake
Brewing machine with his second
career MIRS Feature triumph.

The Grad Haven, Michigan
driver would also pick up the victory
in the Senior Hondas Heat Race.
Another nine-year-old, Drew Blom
also held off Burda earlier in the
day by winning the Senior Animals
Heat Race.

Another two-time Feature Win-
ner during the Cereal City Winter
Showdown would be eight-year-old
Race Bible who went to victory lane
in both the Quarter Midget Junior
Hondas and Junior Animals divi-
sions. The Hastings, Michigan pre-
teen aboard his #5 and #9 Honey
Doo Construction entries added ca-
reer Feature wins #5 and #6 in his
brief time in MIRS. He swept both
divisions in everything as he also
won both Heat Races. His bid for a
three-peat was also denied in the
Light 160s in a race in which he
flipped during the early stages of
the event, which was won, ironi-
cally, by Burda.

In the Quarter Midget Heavy
160s, it would be 12-year-old
Mackena Snyder who would see
the checkered flag first in her #23
SendOutCards.com machine for
her second career MIRS Feature
win. Her first win came in this event
one year ago. The Kalamazoo,
Michigan driver also snapped
Bobby Stanley's win streak at two
in the process. Stanley did manage
to score the win in the Heat Race.

Lastly in the Quarter Midget
Heavy Honda main event of the
evening, it would be another 12-
year-old representative of Little
Kalamazoo Speedway winning a

MIRS Feature. Like Hathaway,
Bible and Snyder, Regan Powell
would fly the LKS colors proudly in
victory lane as the Scotts, Michigan
driver in his #42 Culver's Restau-
rants ride collected his second
MIRS Feature of the season and
third of his MIRS career, all of
which have come at Kellogg Arena.
10-year-old Madison Snyder won
the Heat Race.

The 2015/2016 Winter Racing
Season is complete for the Midwest
Indoor Racing Series (MIRS).
Owned and operated by Motor City
Racing Promotions (MCRP) based
out of Rochester Hills, Michigan
and features some of the most ex-
citing racing in the Midwestern
United States. MIRS is a revolu-
tionary racing series designed to
provide “circle track” auto racing,
inside arenas and expo centers
across the Midwestern United
States. Itʼs great entertainment for
the casual motorsports fan, short
track diehards and fun for the en-
tire family.  Plus, MIRS helps get
motorsports fans through those
cold winter months. The 2016/2017
winter racing season will be the fifth
anniversary campaign.

To learn more about Motor City
Racing Promotions, the sanction-
ing body for the Midwest Indoor
Racing Series and to inquire about
sponsorship opportunities available
as well as to book events for the
fifth anniversary 2016/2017 winter
racing season, email or call
MCRP/MIRS President, Scott
Menlen at: smenlen@motorcityrac-
ing.co and/or the MCRP office:
(248) 747-6277. You can also go to
the MIRS website located at:
www.midwestindoorracingseries.co
m. The Facebook Fan Page is at:
www.facebook.com/midwestin-
doorracing. Also donʼt forget to fol-
low MIRS on Twitter, YouTube and
Google Plus.

Erick Rudolph Races
to Three Quarter

Midget Indoor Win
ALLENTOWN, PA - Erick

Rudolph proved invincible Satur-
day night as he led every one of the
40 laps in the Ironton Telephone
TQ (Three Quarter) Midget 40-lap
feature at Allentownʼs PPL Center
in front of a sold out crowd.

Rudolph, no stranger to victory
in TQ Midget racing, managed two
obstacles to perfection to win. 

“Lapped traffic can always screw
up your race but tonight they were
all pretty considerate,” Rudolph, 23,
of Ransomville, N.Y. said. The sec-
ond potential pitfall to Rudolphʼs
victory was one he controlled all on

his own, a dozen restarts with rivals
alongside and behind him. “I never
really had a problem with the
restarts,” Rudolph confessed. “The
new Lafler car was perfect.”

Ryan Flores, a transplanted ʻJer-
sey guyʼ who now lives in
Mooresville, N.C., ended up sec-
ond for the third time in the last four
Indoor TQ races, each of them be-
hind Rudolph. “Iʼm kind of getting
tired of seeing that yellow number
22 in front of me,” Flores said. “But
finishing second in this field is a vic-
tory any time, to be honest.”

Canadian Mike Lichty closed
late in the race to finish third over
Jimmy Blewett who ran as high as
second before dropping to fourth
over the final ten laps. “Once I got
by Blewett, it was pretty much too
late,” Lichty said.  “The car came in
pretty well but I lost a few spots on
a couple of the early restarts and
fought to get it back.”

Tim Buckwalter was fifth, just be-
hind Blewett in a torrid battle to the
checkered.  Another Canadian,
Rob Neely was sixth. Anthony
Sesely, Patrick Emerling, Jonathan
Reid and Earl Paules rounded out
the top ten.

In the companion 20-lap Sling-
shot feature race, Eddie Reeder, a
24-year old driver from Harmony,
N.J., who is an Indoor Slingshot
specialist, led every lap of the way
in an attrition-filled race that saw
just nine drivers go the distance.
Joe Kata III was the second place
finisher, taking the nod with a pass
on the final restart of Cody Kline.
Frank Yankowski and Danny Spell-
mon trailed.

The Indoor race was the first of
its kind in the Lehigh Valley in half a
century and drew an enthusiastic,
standing room only crowd. 

“This is the first sellout we have
had in fourteen years of the Len
Sammons Motorsports Productions

events,” said series founder Len
Sammons. “The Lehigh Valley area
support for this event has been
gratifying to say the least.”

The race was the first of the
three 2016 events that comprise
the Indoor Auto Racing Champi-
onship Series Fueled By VP Fuels.
Subsequent races are scheduled
for Atlantic City, N.J. on January
29-30 and Trenton, N.J. on Febru-
ary 26-27, 2016.

Seventy one TQ Midgets took
time in the Bob Hilbert Sportswear
Time Trials. Quickest was Andy
Jankowiak, driving the same car he
had won with last year Indoors at
Trenton, N.J. His 7.514 was far
quicker than Ryan Susice, Ran-
somville Speedwayʼs 2015 cham-
pion, who was second quick at
7.672. Past Indoor race winners
Anthony Sesely (7.673), Ted
Christopher (7.689) and Patrick
Emerling (7.708) trailed.  

Six TQ qualifying heat races,
sponsored by All American Prop-
erty Maintenance, were won by
Justin Bonsignore, Jimmy Blewett,
Erick Rudolph, Lou Cicconi Jr.,
Ryan Flores and Neal Williams.

Three Slinger Warehouse Sling-
shot heat races, presented by
Pocono Raceway, were taken by
Chris Kurtz after his teammate
Jesse Hartman was disqualified, by
Anthony Raisner and by David Car-
raghan.  

Three TQ Midget B-Mains were
won by Alex Bright, Bobby Holmes,
fifth fastest qualifier, who had spun
out of a heat race qualifying spot
after a tangle with lapped traffic. A
solo Slinger Warehouse Slingshot
B Main was snared by Kurt Bettler. 

Future Homes was the Present-
ing Sponsor for the night of racing.
Associate race sponsors included
E.G. Schneider & Son, Racing
Electronics and Hoosier Racing
Tires.
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Erick Rudolph (center) celebrates his Indoor Racing win at Allen-

townʼs PPL Center. (www.erickrudolph.com photo)





D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - After a
competitive Combine
event last October, six
drivers were selected
to the 2016 NASCAR
Drive for Diversity®
(D4D) class and will
join the industryʼs pre-
mier development pro-
gram for multicultural
and female drivers,
and pit crew members. 

Talented drivers
from across the Americas will com-
pete for Rev Racing in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East and
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries, and attempt to follow in the
footsteps of D4D graduates and
current NASCAR national series
drivers Kyle Larson, Darrell Wal-
lace Jr. and Daniel Suárez. 

The 2016 class will be formally
introduced to the industry as part of
the Charlotte Motor Speedway
NASCAR Media Tour on Jan. 19. 

“NASCAR remains steadfast in
its mission to develop multicultural
and female athletes and we believe
this class has the potential to com-
pete at the highest levels of our
sport,” said Jim Cassidy, NASCAR
senior vice president of racing op-
erations. “The talent pool from
which these drivers were selected
was unprecedented for NASCAR
Drive for Diversity – a testament to
the programʼs growth and suc-
cess.”

Rev Racing will field four teams
in the NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East and two in the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series. The 2016
class is led by returning driver
Collin Cabre and newcomer Rubén
Garcia Jr., fresh off his NASCAR
Mexico Series championship last
fall. 

The 2016 D4D roster includes: 
• Collin Cabre: After an impres-

sive first year with D4D in which he
won the season finale at Dover In-
ternational Speedway and finished
in the top 10, the 22-year-old from
Tampa will again compete in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East.

• Rubén Garcia Jr.: At age 20,
the Mexico City native won four
races in the NASCAR Mexico Se-
ries en route to his first NASCAR
championship. He brings his tal-
ents to the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries East for his rookie season with
Rev Racing.

• Jairo Avila: The 20-year-old
Colombian-American from Alham-
bra, California, made his NASCAR

K&N Pro Series West debut in
2014 and achieved four top-10 fin-
ishes in five starts with his family-
run team. He will compete in the
K&N Pro Series East.

• Ali Kern: The 22-year-old from
Fremont, Ohio, had her best
NASCAR D4D Combine last year
after turning in strong perform-
ances in previous combine events.
A second-place finisher in the
ARCA/CRA Super Series, Kern will
compete in the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East. 

• Enrique Baca: Following an im-
pressive showing at the Combine,
Baca, 24, will race in the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series. Baca
is from Monterrey, Mexico, and
competed in his native countryʼs
Super Copa Telcel series in 2015. 

• Juan Garcia: Originally from
Bogota, Colombia, Garcia, 18,
earned the 2015 Wendell Scott
Trailblazer Award for his competi-
tiveness in the NASCAR Whelen
All-American Series. He will return
to the series with Rev Racing fol-
lowing a strong performance at the
Combine last fall. 

Under Rev Racing owner and
CEO Max Siegelʼs leadership,
NASCAR D4D aligns drivers with a
team of executives, athletic direc-
tors, crew chiefs and mentors
tasked with helping drivers achieve
career successes; thus, improving
their goal of reaching one of
NASCAR's three national series.

“This year's NASCAR Drive for
Diversity class is so talented. We
are excited to get the season
started, to develop and showcase
the driversʼ abilities to our fans and
partners,” Siegel said. “Our ultimate
goal is to prepare these minority
and female drivers for the national
series. Every year presents
new opportunities for growth and
we look forward to carrying over
last seasonʼs momentum into
2016.” 

Since it began fielding D4D cars
in 2010, Rev Racing has been the
most consistent team in the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East,
registering 17 total wins with six dif-
ferent drivers and at least one vic-
tory in each season. The 2016
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
season opener will take place on
Feb. 14 at New Smyrna Speedway
in New Smyrna Beach, Florida,
where Rev Racing scored a win
with Suárez in 2014. 

The 2015 NASCAR season fea-
tured a series of firsts and mile-
stones for D4D alumni. Suárez and

Wallace Jr. were in close con-
tention to win Sunoco Rookie of the
Year in the NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries, with Suárez becoming the first
Mexican driver to earn top rookie
honors. 

In 2015, more than 25 graduates
of the NASCAR Drive for Diversity
Pit Crew Development Program,
also run by Rev Racing, pitted for
national series teams. Mike Rus-
sell, jackman for the No. 60 Roush
Fenway Racing team in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series, became
the first African-American D4D
graduate to win a national series
championship.

For more information on
NASCAR Drive for Diversity, visit
www.NASCARDiversity.com.

Dominion Raceway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - A new

era in Virginia racing will take the
green flag on Saturday, April 9 –
and it will do so under the NASCAR
banner.

NASCAR and Dominion Race-
way and Entertainment announced
today the .4-mile asphalt track will
be part of the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series beginning with its
inaugural season in 2016. The
brand new facility is located in
Spotsylvania Country, Virginia, just
10 minutes south of Fredericksburg
and 30 minutes north of Richmond.

“We canʼt begin to describe how
excited we are about the affiliation
with NASCAR as we get ready to
go racing at Dominion Raceway,”
said track owner Steve Britt. “When
we set out to build this facility, our
goal was to put together a state-of-
the-art short track for competitors
and fans alike. To be part of the
NASCAR program is a tremendous
opportunity to raise the trackʼs pro-
file even greater.”

In addition to the NASCAR Whe-
len All-American Series, Dominion
will host the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries East on Monday, May 30 as
the highlight to its first ComServe
Memorial Day Classic.

“We are pleased to welcome Do-
minion Raceway to NASCAR,” said
Kevin Nevalainen, NASCAR direc-
tor of weekly racing operations.
“Weʼve known Steve for a number
of years and the level of excellence
he and his team bring to short-track
racing. They have built a remark-
able complex here and we look for-
ward to their first season of
NASCAR racing.”

Britt previously was principal
track owner of Old Dominion
Speedway in Manassas, Virginia,
from 2003 until the track closed in
2012. Britt then worked to have the
new race track built, with its easy

access to I-95 and within a short
drive from Washington D.C. to help
it become a crown jewel track in the
Mid-Atlantic region.

That dream will become a real-
ity this year.

Dominion is a multi-purpose
race and entertainment facility
which will host racing on four differ-
ent tracks. In addition, Britt said the
complex will offer drive-in movies,
live music, car shows, events, fes-
tivals and more.  

The 2016 NASCAR schedule
kicks off on Saturday night, April 9.
The 21-race schedule will be head-
lined by the Late Model division as
the trackʼs Division I as part of the
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries. In addition, the track will fea-
ture Signature Home Settlements
Modified (Division II), Honeybaked
Ham Dominion Stock (Division III),
U-Car (Division IV) and Mini Modi-
fied (Division V) as well as INEX
Legends and Bandleros.

The track will host the NASCAR
K&N Pro Series in May, and will
have two more signature events:
The Radley Chevrolet Duels on
June 25 and Aug. 13, and a late
model all-star shootout on Sept. 24,
dubbed “The Big One.”

For more information go to do-
minionraceway.com or follow them
on Facebook.

Berlin Raceway
DAYTONA, FL - Michigan racers

have another high-speed track to
chase NASCAR Whelen All-Ameri-
can Series points.

NASCAR and Berlin Raceway
announced today that the .4375-
mile paved oval outside of Grand
Rapids will be a NASCAR-sanc-
tioned track in 2016. Recognized
as one of the toughest and most re-
spected racetracks in the Midwest,
Berlin will be celebrating its 66th
season.

Berlin, which runs Saturday
nights, will pair with Kalamazoo – a
long-time member of the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series. Kala-
mazoo is moving its weekly pro-
gram to Friday nights, and both
tracks will share the Outlaw Late
Models as their Division I.

“Becoming affiliated with
NASCAR is a huge stepping stone
for Berlin Raceway,” said Berlin
President Mike Bursley. “We now
have a better opportunity to show-
case the talent our local drivers
have, not only on a regional level
but potentially a national level as
well. 

“The fact that someone racing
here at Berlin Raceway could be-
come the state champion and have

(Continued on next page…)
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a shot at nationals is
not only exciting for us
here at Berlin, but it is
great for the drivers,
teams, fans as well
and we cannot ex-
press enough how ex-
cited we all are.”

Last year, Brian
Bergakker won the
Outlaw Late Model title
at Berlin over Tom
Thomas and Ross
Meeuwsen. Bergakker
also ran at Kalama-
zoo, while Kalamazoo
track champion and

two-time Michigan champion Mike
“Bubba” Brooks made starts at
Berlin. In 2016, those starts at both
tracks will count toward the Michi-
gan championship and the national
championship.

NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series Division I drivers are ranked
by their best 18 NASCAR points
finishes in series-sanctioned
events. Drivers receive two points
for every car they finish ahead of –
up to 18 cars – and three points for
a win, with an addition two points
available if the driver starts 10th or
lower. U.S. state and Canadian
province titles are determined by
the drivers best 18 finishes within
the state or province.

With both tracks running under
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series sanction and on different
nights, increases the opportunity
for drivers to be ranked among the
top drivers in the national stand-
ings.

“Berlin is a tremendous facility
and we welcome them as part of
the NASCAR Whelen All-American
Series,” said Kevin Nevalainen,
NASCAR director, weekly racing
operations. “Gary Howe and his
staff at Kalamazoo operate a first-
class track, and we are looking for-
ward to giving the weekly racers in
Michigan an additional NASCAR
track to compete at.”

Established in 1950 by Chester
Mysliwiec, Berlin raised the bar in
2014 with a multi-million dollar fa-
cility upgrade including 11 state-of-
the-art, full-service suites located
along the front straightaway in an
effort to continue being recognized
as one of the most prestigious
racetracks in the country.

Berlin will kick off its season with
its 5th Annual Icebreaker on Satur-
day, April 16. With $5 tickets for all
ages, this event is one that always
packs the stands. The Battle at
Berlin 251 weekend takes place
June 17-18. The Battle at Berlin

has grown into one of the most an-
ticipated racing events in the Mid-
west. 

Berlin Raceway will wrap up the
season on Saturday, August 27
with the Chet Championship Night
and RibStock III. The champions
will be crowned in all of the divi-
sions while the third annual Kansas
City Barbecue Society sanctioned
barbecue event features numerous
grilling teams competing for their
own championship. 

In addition to the Outlaw Late
Model division, Berlin will run Su-
perstock (Division II), Super Late
Model (Division III), Modified (Divi-
sion IV), Sportsman (Division V)
and 4 Cylinder (Division VI). For
more information on the 2016 sea-
son at Berlin Raceway, please visit
www.berlinraceway.com.

Meridian Speedway
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - A year

after Meridian Speedway wel-
comed the NASCAR K&N Pro Se-
ries West, the quarter-mile asphalt
oval just west of Boise, Idaho, is set
to make an even bigger splash.

In addition to hosting the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
again, NASCAR and Meridian an-
nounced today that the track will be
part of the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series in 2016.

“We are eager to build on the ex-
citement generated by the seriesʼ
first visit to Meridian in more than
30 years,” said Meridian managing
partner Adam Nelson. “The
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries offers tremendous programs
for our drivers, and our drivers are
undoubtedly looking forward to the
state championship battle with our
NASCAR neighbors to the east of
us – Magic Valley Speedway.”

Meridian will again be part of the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
schedule, hosting the return date
on Sept. 24. The event, which fea-
tured 15 lead changes among five
drivers, is expected again to play a
big role in determining the series
champion. It will be the penultimate
event on the West calendar, before
the champion is crowned a month
later at All American Speedway in
Roseville, California.

The track operates on Saturdays
and will kick off the season with its
opener on Saturday, April 16.
Under the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series championship
program, the top division will be its
Modifieds. In addition, the trackʼs
other NASCAR Whelen All-Ameri-
can Series divisions will be the
Pepsi Crate Cars (Division II), CWI
Super Street Stocks (Division III)
and Kendall Ford of Meridian Mini

Stocks (Division IV).
Meridian also hosts a variety of

weekly and traveling series that will
round out the schedule including
Winged Spring Cars, Big 5 Late
Models, INEX Legends, Pro
Trucks, Super Sixes, Open Mods,
Junior Stingers, Tates Rents Hor-
nets, CWI HS Tuners and Thun-
derdogs.

In continuous operation since
1951, Meridian was paved in 1963.
The race track is set on the Merid-
ian Dairy Grounds, and the annual
Dairy Show and Carnival are held
on the site every June. In addition
to Nelson, a third-generation pro-
moter and racer, the ownership
group includes Al Russel and Don
Newman. Russel raced at Meridian
in the 60s, won multiple titles, and
is still racing at the track track at 82
years old; while Newman is a for-
mer pit steward and Super Modi-
fied/Sprint Car owner who won the
track title in 1961.

Ray Elder won the West Series
race in 1972 en route to his fourth
straight title under the old NASCAR
Winston West banner, while rising
star Noah Gragson dominated last
yearʼs event.

For more information go to
meridianspeedway.com, follow
them on Facebook and Twitter at
@MeridianSpeed.

Kingsport Speedway

Lonesome Pine Raceway
KINGSPORT, TN - Kingsport

Speedway and Lonesome Pine
Raceway will kick the 2016 season
off on Saturday, Feb. 27 with the
annual mall show at the Kingsport
Town Center.

Race cars from both Kingsport
Speedway and Lonesome Pine
Raceway will fill the interior of the
mall. Also on tap for the day will be
the Miss Kingsport Speedway Pag-

eant.
Fans can enjoy up-close inter-

action with some of their favorite
race cars just weeks before they
take to the racetrack. Drivers will
also be on hand for photos and au-
tographs. The show will begin with
the opening of the mall at 10 AM,
and end at closing (9 PM).

“The mall show always attracts
a great crowd to the Kingsport
Town Center, and is definitely one
of our favorite events of the sea-
son,” said general manager and
promoter Karen Tunnell.

“We love seeing the new looks
on all of the cars, and getting to in-
teract with our race teams and
fans.”

Kingsport Speedway will also
choose its next trophy queen with
the Miss Kingsport Speedway Pag-
eant during the show. The pageant
will begin at 2 PM on the mallʼs
upper level. Additional pageant in-
formation is available on the speed-
wayʼs website.

“This is the first time since
Kingsport [Speedway] reopened
that we have hosted a pageant for
Miss Kingsport Speedway,” added
Tunnell. “It will certainly be a great
addition to our show.”

Kingsport Speedway will begin
the 2016 campaign of racing on
March 19 with a Saturday after-
noon event. Lonesome Pine Race-
way will wave the first green flag of
the season on Saturday, April 9.

For a list of businesses and in-
formation regarding the Kingsport
Town Center, visit www.Kingsport-
TownCenter.com.

For additional information on
Kingsport Speedway and Lone-
some Pine Raceway, visit
www.NewKingsportSpeedway.com
or www.ThePineRaceway.com.
Also follow both speedways on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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Ronnie McCartyʼs car on display inside the Kingsport Town Center

during the 2015 mall show. (KINGSPORT SPEEDWAY photo)



Canyon
Speedway Park

PEORIA, AZ -
Bryan Clauson and
Hunter Marriott took
center stage by post-
ing Saturday night fea-
ture wins as 101 cars
filled the pit area at
Canyon Speedway
Park for the second of
five Winter Challenge
rounds of competition.

While Indianaʼs
Clauson bested the
USAC Southwest vs.
USAC West Coast
non-wing Sprint Car
ranks for the second

night in a row, Missouriʼs Marriott
bested Friday night winner Ricky
Thornton, Jr., for IMCA Modified
honors.

Along with Clauson and Marriott,
other Saturday night winners in-
cluded George Fronsman in IMCA
Stock Car vs. Pure Stock action,
Colton Hardy in Micro Sprints and
Josh Rivera in Mod Lites.

After winning Friday nightʼs
USAC Southwest vs. USAC West
Coast Sprint Car Winter Challenge
opener, Clauson and the Mike Mar-
tin-owned team found themselves
in scramble mode when mechani-
cal woes surfaced.

“We had a little trouble with the
Cancer Treatment Centers of
America No. 16b, we were able to
jump into Mikeʼs backup car,” Clau-
son explained.  “I canʼt say enough
about how hard those guys work,
we didnʼt have any laps in that car
when we went out for the heat race
and we were able to get it working
well enough.”

While Clauson gridded the fea-
ture field outside the second row,
Brian Hosford set the early pace
before spinning to a stop in turn
three after getting together with a
lapped car after eight laps.

Charles Davis, Jr., assumed the
point with R.J. Johnson, Josh
Hodges and Clauson dicing for po-
sition in his wake.  Clauson made
his way up to second by the time a
red flag flew after 17 laps for Guy
Weedman, who got on his side in
turn one, and then charged by
Davis, Jr., on the high side of turns
one and two on the restart to take
command.

“I screwed up on the restart, I
went to the bottom and that wasnʼt
the right thing to do,” Davis, Jr.,
commented afterward.

Johnson followed Clauson
around Davis, Jr., and tried to
mount a late charge, but to no
avail.  “I tried a couple of Hail
Maryʼs, it just wasnʼt enough.”

Clausonʼs second win in as
many nights came atop the 1/3-
mile clay oval that has been friendly
to home over the years.  “This is
kind of like a home away from
home, I donʼt really know what it is
but we always seem to get around
here pretty good.”

Clauson took the checkered flag
ahead of Johnson and Davis, Jr.,
with Hodges crossing the stripe
fourth and commenting that, “I donʼt
think the driver got it done tonight,
the car was good enough but I did-
nʼt put it in the right places a few
times.”

After his early spin, Hosford ral-
lied back through the field to round
out the top five.

In the 25-lap IMCA Modified
main event, Brookfield, Missouriʼs
Hunter Marriott denied a Ricky
Thornton, Jr., effort at going two-
for-two by battling into the lead on
the 18th round en route to victory
lane.

While Thornton, Jr., led from the
front row at the drop of the green
flag, Marriott worked into second
and pressured Thornton, Jr., much
of the way before sliding into the
lead with just seven laps to go.

Thornton, Jr., tried to slide back
into the lead with the white flag in
sight, only to slide too far sideways
and nearly loop it.  Marriott es-
caped to take the win while Thorn-
ton, Jr., recovered and held on to
the runner-up position ahead of
Ethan Dotson, Jason Noll and 13th-
starter Paul Stone.

George Fronsman charged from
eighth to capture IMCA Stock Car
vs. Pure Stock honors ahead of
Lonnie Foss and Steve Bitting.

Colton Hardy raced to Micro
Sprint victory lane ahead of Jarrett
Martin and Dustin Cormany while
Josh Rivera ruled the Mod Lite
ranks by taking the checkered flag

ahead of Chaz Baca, Jr., and
Shane Hinsley.

Canyon Speedway Park
PEORIA, AZ - Bryan Clauson

certainly is no stranger to victory
lane at Canyon Speedway Park.
Neither is Ricky Thornton, Jr.

So it was only fitting that Clau-
son and Thornton, Jr., were among
those to pick off victories in Fridayʼs
opening leg of Canyon Speedway
Parkʼs Winter Challenge 2016.

While Clauson took USAC
Southwest vs. USAC West Coast
Sprint Car honors and Thornton,
Jr., bested a loaded field of ICMA
Modifieds, other Friday night win-
ners included Matt Martinez in
IMCA Stock Car vs. Pure Stock ac-
tion, Jarrett Martin in Micro Sprints
and Chaz Baca, Jr., in Mod Lites.

In non-wing USAC Sprint Car
action, Indianaʼs Clauson gridded
the feature field fourth and set sail
after early leader Charles Davis,
Jr., at the outset.

When Davis, Jr., checked out
the low side with traffic in play,
Clauson made a quick move into
the lead on the top side of turns
one and two.  Clauson led the rest
of the way aboard Mike Martinʼs
No. 16b entry, denying some late
charges from New Mexicoʼs Josh
Hodges, who charged from tenth to
take runner-up honors.

“That was kind of a tough loss in
Tulsa last weekend, weʼre kind of
out here licking our wounds right
now,” Clauson said of a runner-up
finish at last weekendʼs Chili Bowl
Nationals.  “This place has always
been good to me, I love racing out
here.”

While Clauson took the $2,000
victory ahead of Hodges, Davis, Jr.,
settled for the show position with
defending USAC Southwest cham-
pion R.J. Johnson and Dennis Gile

rounding out the top five.
With a stellar field of 44 IMCA

Modifieds checked in for the night,
Ricky Thornton, Jr., defended
home turf by leading all 25 laps of
the main event.

Thornton, Jr., kept a host of chal-
lengers at bay with Jason Noll tak-
ing runner-up honors while Lance
Mari raced through the field from
21st to claim the show position.
Paul Stone and 18th-starter Hunter
Marriott rounded out the top five.

Reigning Pure Stock track
champion Matt Martinez raced from
the tenth starting position to take
IMCA Stock Car vs. Pure Stock
honors ahead of Vincent Depalma
and Justin Thornton.

Jarrett Martin was the class of
the field in a Micro Sprint race of at-
trition, taking the checkered flag
ahead of Mark Morin and David
Tardiff while Chaz Baca, Jr., held
off Brenden Priest and Hayden
Bender to take Mod Lite honors.

Eldora Speedway
ROSSBURG, OH - More than

500 drivers, crew members and
fans from the Midwest and Canada
gathered inside the Eldora Ball-
room Saturday evening to bring an
official close to the 2015 season
with the annual Eldora Speedway
Awards Ceremony.   

Honored as the divisional cham-
pions for the legendary half-mile
clay oval were Matt Westfall (Late
Model), Travis Stemler (Modifieds)
and Rob Trent (Stocks) 

The Sunoco American Late
Model Series (ALMS) joined the
ceremony with the presentation of
their championship awards and
point fund as well. Rusty Schlenk
was the ALMS champion.

Westfall, from Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, scored eight top-10 finishes
in 11 Late Model races to take the
crown by 26 points over Josh Rice.
Westfall won the 2014 Eldora Mod-
ified championship.

Stemler scored two wins and
seven top-10 finishes in nine Mod-
ified races to take the crown from
Eldora fan favorite Jerry Bower-
sock. Stemler hails from Ionia,
Michigan.

Trent and Frank Paladino, both
from Lima, Ohio, each won two
races and had six top-10s, but
Trent faired just a bit better winning
the Eldora stock championship by
three points. It was Trentʼs third El-
dora title.

Prior to the presentation of the
champions, the remainder of the
top 15 in the final point chase were
brought to the stage to receive tro-
phies and point fund money.  

(Continued on next page…) 
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Bryan Clauson poses in Canyon Speedway Parkʼs victory lane

after winning a Saturday night feature and finishing up the week-

end with a win Friday night too. (SEAN BUCKLEY photo)



(Contiunued…)

Intermixed were
multiple ʻspecialtyʼ
awards.  Rookie of the
Year awards went to
Josh Rice (Late
Model), Shawn Valenti
(Modified) and T.J.
Smith (Stock Car),
while the Most Im-
proved Driver honors
went to Nick Latham
(Late Model), Mike
Hohlbein (Modified)
and Brandon Archey
(Stock Car). Deter-
mined to have the
Best Appearing Cars

in 2015 were Ted Nobbe (Late
Model), Jason Kinney (Modified)
and Wayne Williams (Stock Car).
Recognized for their run of Hard
Luck were Andrew Reaume (Late
Model), Josh Morton (Modified)
and Andy King (Stock Car).

Considered to be one of the
most prestigious awards of the
year, the Chick Hale Sportsman of
the Year trophy was presented to
the Conover Family, while Liz Den-
linger, from Premier Health, was
named Woman of the Year.  Denny
Copeland was tabbed as the Joe
Mercer Memorial Fan of the Year,
with Jerry Walker capturing the Me-
chanic of the Year hardware.  For
their outstanding stable of race ma-
chinery, Kuzman Motorsports was
announced as the Owner of the
Year.

Eldora now turns its eyes on an-
other busy season ahead. Tickets
for the 22nd annual Dirt Late Model
Dream by Ferris Mowers, the 33rd
annual Kings Royal Weekend, the
fourth NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series race on dirt and the
46th annual World 100 are avail-
able now at www.EldoraSpeed-
way.com and can be requested by
phone at (937) 338-3815. 

Tickets and camping for the rest
of the Eldoraʼs schedule will be
available on Monday, February 15.

USA Raceway
TUCSON, AZ - Jonathan Dav-

enport put an exclamation point on
his Keyser Manufacturing Wild
West Shootout presented by Black
Diamond-Club 29 Race Cars
Super Late Model championship by
topping Sunday nightʼs $11,000-to-
win series finale atop the 3/8-mile
USA Raceway.

Davenport raced into the lead
just past the midway point of the 50
lapper en route to picking up the
winnerʼs share that was boosted by
AR Bodies.  It was his third win of
the six-race series aboard the TS

Crane Service/Sundance Services
No. 6 Longhorn-chassis.

While Davenport battled .500
atop the Tucson clay, another pair
of drivers picked off their first Wild
West Shootout wins of 2016 with
Jake Gallardo earning Modified ac-
colades and Donovan Flores taking
the X Mod win.

Joining Davenport as Wild West
Shootout champions were Todd
Shute in Modifieds and Grant
Southworth in X Mods.

With Davenport gridding the 50-
lap Super Late Model feature sev-
enth, pole starter Darrell Lanigan
gunned into the early lead and set
the pace until contact with a lapped
car exiting turn four sent him spin-
ning into the infield after eight laps.
Lanigan was done with left front
suspension woes.

Californiaʼs Jason Papich as-
sumed command and set sail with
Billy Moyer, Jr., and Terry Phillips
battling for second in his wake.

Meanwhile, Blairsville, Georgiaʼs
Davenport was on the move for-
ward, racing by both Moyer, Jr.,
and Phillips on the 13th round to
take over second.

Davenport reeled in Papich over
the ensuing round, even scraping
the turn three wall at one point as
he ran the extreme high-side of the
track.

“Thatʼs about as close to the wall
as you can run, the cushion was
just a couple of inches off the
fence,” Davenport said.  “I got a
piece of it that one time, the car
wasnʼt quite as good after that.”

It was good enough though, as
Davenport battled past Papich for
the point on the 26th lap and led
the rest of the way to take the win.

Ricky Thornton, Jr., took over
second on the 31st lap and tried to
chase down Davenport, but to no
avail.

Thornton, Jr., settled for second
with Ryan Gustin charging from
18th to take over third in the clos-
ing rounds.  Papich was fourth with
Steve Francis rounding out the top
five.

Jake Gallardo fought off fellow
New Mexico shoe Stormy Scott
over the final rounds to capture his
first Border International Modifieds
presented by MVT win of the se-
ries.

Gallardo narrowly beat Scott to
the line to become the fourth differ-
ent Modified winner of the week
with Iowaʼs Todd Shute putting the
championship away with a third-
place run.  

Darron Fuqua was fourth while
Blake Jegtvig rallied from 21st to
round out the top five.

Las Crucesʼ Donovan Flores
raced from the front row outside to
become the fifth different winner in
six Wild West Shootout Real-
Truck.com X Mods presented by
Polar Industries main events.

Flores raced to the line ahead of
Brandon Farrington with Jimmy
Ray, Tyler Peterson and Grant
Southworth rounding out the top
five.  

The fifth-place run was just
enough for Bloomer, Wisconsinʼs
Southworth to capture the Wild
West Shootout championship, as
he edged Ron Schreiner on a
tiebreaker with Peterson just one
point behind that duo.

USA Raceway
TUCSON, AZ - Darrell Lanigan

became the third different driver to
reach Super Late Model victory
lane at USA Racewayʼs Keyser
Manufacturing Wild West Shootout
presented by Black Diamond-Club
29 Race Cars series by winning
Saturday nightʼs 30-lapper in con-
vincing fashion atop the 3/8-mile

clay oval. 
While Laniganʼs $5,000 triumph

broke up the domination by
Jonathan Davenport and Don
OʼNeal, who have each claimed a
pair of victories, Todd Schute
bested the Modifieds and Brandon
Farrington topped the X Mods. 

Starting third in the Super Late
Model main event, Lanigan slipped
under Jason Krohn on the fifth
round and then denied some mid-
race pressure from Ryan Gustin
before racing away to secure his
first victory with the Clint Bowyer
Racing team.

Laniganʼs triumph put a halt to
any chance of a driver cashing in
on the Keyser Quarter Million
Bonus that offered $250,000 to win
all six races, $100,000 for five wins
or $50,000 for four wins.  Daven-
port and OʼNeal both still had a
shot at four wins going into the
night.

After Gustin was forced pitside,
Lanigan cruised to the stripe with
Ronnie Lee Hollingsworth 4.681
seconds behind the Union, KY,
driver at the stripe.  Wild West
Shootout points leader Davenport
charged from 14th to third with
Chris Simpson and Krohn rounding
out the top five.

Todd Schute of Des Moines,
Iowa, raced from fourth to capture
his first Border International Modi-
fieds presented by MVT win of the
series, taking over the points lead
in the process.

Schute captured the checkered
flag ahead of Rodney Sanders with
Ryan Gustin, Phillip Houston and
Ryan Mikkelson rounding out the
top five.

Hometown shoe Brandon Far-
rington rallied from the ninth start-
ing position to become the fourth
different Wild West Shootout win-
ner in the 20-lap RealTruck.com X
Mods presented by Polar Industries
feature event.

Farrington crossed the stripe
ahead of outside front row starter
Chad Olsen with Jimmy Ray, 13th-
starter Brian Clark and Preston
Carr rounding out the top five.

USA Raceway
TUCSON, AZ - Don OʼNeal

evened the score in the win column
on Friday night by racing to victory
lane for the second time in four
rounds of USA Racewayʼs Keyser
Manufacturing Wild West Shootout
presented by Black Diamond-Club
29 Race Cars.

With his second $5,000 Super
Late Model triumph of the mini-se-
ries atop the 3/8-mile clay oval,
OʼNeal matched Jonathan Daven-
portʼs two wins.
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The top three pose for their Wild West Shootout photo in USA

Racewayʼs victory lane. Winner Jonathan Davenport (center) with

Ricky Thornton Jr. 2nd and Ryan Guslin 3rd. (USA RACEWAY

photo)



New Smyrna
Speedway

D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Race
fans around the world
got to watch last year
as 14-year-old Harri-
son Burton became
the youngest Division I
winner in NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series history and ris-
ing dirt racing star
Christopher Bell
scored his first
NASCAR win. That
was possible thanks to
the coverage from
New Smyrna Speed-

way on FansChoice.tv.
This year, fans will once again

be able to catch all the action of
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries racing at the 50th World Series
of Asphalt Stock Car Racing (Twit-
ter hashtag: #NewSmyrnaWS) on
FansChoice.tv.

The web platform, which fea-
tures free live streaming of
NASCAR, AMA Pro and IMSA rac-
ing, as well as assorted motor-
sports events from across the
globe, will provide comprehensive
coverage of one of the premier
short-track events in NASCAR.

“At a time when the spotlight is
on the Daytona area, this is a
tremendous opportunity to show-
case some of the best short-track
racers as the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series gets started in a
big way,” said George Silbermann,
NASCAR vice president of touring
and weekly series. “FansChoice.tv
will allow fans to check out the cov-
erage in a variety of ways: Supple-
menting what theyʼre enjoying from
the stands at New Smyrna, as a
second screen as they take in all
the action at ʻThe World Center of
Racing,ʼ Daytona International
Speedway, or on their computers,
tablets and phones wherever they
are in the world.”

Streaming will begin each night
at 7:30 p.m. ET. 

In addition, NASCARHome-
Tracks.com will again team up with
Speed51.com to provide live up-
dates, results and photos through-
out the entire event – including
practice and qualifying – through its
popular Race Central Live feature. 

Racing will get underway Friday,
Feb. 12, headlined by the first of
seven Super Late Model races.
Coverage will continue Saturday,
Feb. 13 and resume on Monday,
Feb. 15 as the Modifieds take the
track for a 50-lap feature.

The Modifieds will run five
nights, culminating with the Richie

Evans Memorial 100-lap race Fri-
day, Feb. 19. The Super Late
Model 100-lap finale will wrap up
the week on Saturday, Feb. 20. 

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East will kick off its season on Sun-
day, Feb. 14, at New Smyrna with
the Jet Tools 150. That race will air
on a date to be announced on
NBCSN as part of the networkʼs
coverage of NASCARʼs top devel-
opmental series.

Last year, Bell outran Burton to
capture the Bruce Gowland Memo-
rial 100 on the final night of Super
Late Model racing. Wisconsinʼs
Zane Smith, 15, won the World Se-
ries for the Super Late Model divi-
sion, while Burton, the son of
former NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
driver Jeff Burton, set the NASCAR
mark for youngest winner at 14
years old with his feature win ear-
lier in the week. In addition, 2013
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
champion Ryan Preece won the
Evans Memorial to capture his first
week-long Modified championship
on the half-mile.

In addition to the live coverage,
all of the nightʼs action will be avail-
able as on-demand replays on
FansChoice.tv.

South Boston Speedway
SOUTH BOSTON, VA - South

Boston Speedway officials an-
nounced a three-year, $1 million
capital improvement plan Saturday
night that will include repaving the
4/10ths mile oval and the renova-
tion of grandstands.

The paving and grandstand ren-
ovations will be completed in the
first year of the three-year project.
The grandstand improvements will
be finished in time for the 2016
season while repaving will begin
immediately after the 2016 season
in September and be completed in
time for the 2017 season.

“Every year there is speculation
that my family will sell the track.
And every year I say we are com-
mitted to South Boston Speedway,
the town of South Boston and the
tremendous fans of our beloved
SoBo and NASCAR,” said Nick Ig-
dalsky, senior vice president of
South Boston Speedway and chief
operating officer of Pocono Race-
way, which owns South Boston.

“So tonight I am overjoyed to
make that commitment concrete
with a $1 million renovation of
South Boston Speedway.”

The announcement was made
at South Boston Speedwayʼs an-
nual awards ceremony and Virginia
Motorsports Hall of Fame induction
Saturday night.
It will be the first time the 4/10ths

mile track has been repaved since
1993.

In years two and three of the
plan, the lighting and sound system
will be upgraded along with the ad-
dition of fan amenities and conven-
iences, which will include a picnic
area and kidsʼ playground.

“I have served as general man-
ager at South Boston Speedway
for many years and Iʼm very happy
to say Halifax County and South
Boston is very fortunate to have a
venue of this kind,” said Cathy
Rice. 

“We are blessed to have the
Mattioli and Igdalsky families (own-
ers of Pocono Raceway) to invest
in this historical track. Iʼm thrilled
about all the renovations and
changes that are taking place for
fans and competitors.

“I want to personally thank the
Pocono family for all they have
done and are doing for the speed-
way and Iʼm honored to be called
the little sister track of Pocono
Raceway.”

“We are committed to giving the
fans and teams what they want …
better racing and lower costs,” said
Igdalsky.

“Aggressive rule changes for the
2016 season have been adopted.
Some have already been an-
nounced like the tire rule and $500
to start each night of racing.”

Racing action will return to
South Boston Speedway on Satur-
day, March 12 with twin 100-lap
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries Late Model Stock races head-
lining the afternoon show. There
will also be a 50-lap Limited race,
30-lap Pure Stock race, 50-lap
Modified race and a 15-lap Hornet
race.

Southern National

Motorsports Park
LUCAMA, NC - Southern Na-

tional Motorsports Park has re-
leased its 2016 schedule which
features 22 events.

The 2016 season will get under-
way on Saturday, April 2nd with the
Championship Auto Racing Series
(CARS) Tour Late Model Stock Car
and Super Late Model races. The
regular season will begin the fol-
lowing Saturday night, April 9th with
twin races for the Late Model Stock
Car division as well as racing in the
Charger, U-CAR, Legends and
Bandolero divisions and the return
of the Southern Ground Pounders
Vintage Racing Club. 

The Late Models, Chargers, U-
CARs, Legends and Bandoleros
will also make up the card for races
held on April 30th, May 7th, May
28th, June 18th, June 25th, July

2nd, July 23rd, August 20th and
September 10th. 

The LFR Chassis Pro Late
Model division will makes its debut
on Saturday, April 23rd for the first
of their seven races. 

Other races for the Pro Late
Models will be run on May 14th,
June 4th, July 2nd, July 16th, Au-
gust 6th and September 24th. All of
the LFR Chassis Pro Late Model
races will be on Saturday nights.
The Pro Late Models will be joined
by a varying schedule of support
classes which includes the Leg-
ends, Chargers , U-CARs and Ban-
doleros. 

More details about the LFR
Chassis Pro Late Model division
will be announced shortly. 

After the success of last year's
Monsters in the Park show held in
August, the show is being held
again as a two day show on Satur-
day, August 13th and Sunday, Au-
gust 14th. The Saturday portion will
include racing for the Legends and
USAC Midgets. The Sunday por-
tion will include races for the U-
CARs, Bandoleros and a Powder
Puff feature. 

The on the edge entertainment
of the KMS Drift Championship will
come to Southern National Motor-
sports Park on June 11th and Oc-
tober 22nd. The drifting competition
will be accompanied by a car
show. 

Along with opening the season
at Southern National Motorsports
Park on April 2nd, the CARS Tour
will come back to Southern Na-
tional again on May 21st. 

The third annual Halloween
Spooktacular will commence on
Saturday, October 29th. The race,
which has featured some of the
strongest Limited Late Model fields
in the Southeast region, will again
be headlined by Limited Late
Model racing. The Limiteds will be
joined by Legends, Bandoleros and
USAC Midgets.

The 16th Thanksgiving All-Star
Classic will conclude the 2016 sea-
son with three days of racing be-
ginning on Friday, November 25th
and concluding on Sunday, No-
vember 27th. 

The 16th Thanksgiving All-Star
Classic will once again be head-
lined by the traditional 200 lap Late
Model Stock Car feature race and
125 laps of Super Late Model rac-
ing. 

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out the track's website
at www.snmpark.com, like South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or follow @snm_park on
Twitter.
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Grandview
Speedway

B E C H -
TELSVILLE, PA - The
2016 auto racing sea-
son will be here before
you realize it. Grand-
view Speedway has
released their sched-
ule for the new season
so that racers and fans
are able to make their
plans for the 54th con-
secutive season of
auto racing at the one-
third-mile, banked clay
oval.

As in the past the
Saturday schedule of

events kicks off on Saturday, March
26th with a free-to-the –public prac-
tice session. This opportunity for
racers to test and tune their equip-
ment for the new season and fans
to see what their favorite will be
driving has become a tradition.

However this season there will
be one event run prior to the prac-
tice day with the Outlaw Enduro
racers and Blast from the Past Vin-
tage racers seeing action on Sun-
day, March 19th at 1 p.m.

The schedule for 2016 includes
more than three dozen races with
the first official NASCAR Saturday
night event set for Saturday, April 2
and will feature the TP Trailers
NASCAR 358 Modifieds, BRC Late
Models and Sportsman stock cars
starting at 7 p.m.

The Thunder on the Hill special
events series, promoted by Bob
Miller and Bruce Rogers, will in-
clude seven dates that will feature
several different forms of racing in-
cluding Big Block Modifieds, 358
Modifieds, TSRS 305 Sprints,
United States Auto Club AMSOIL
Non-Wing Sprints, All Star Circuit of
Champions Sprints, Sportsman
and 410 Sprints.

Outlaw Enduro Racers along
with Blast from the Past Vintage
Car racing action will be featured in
five Sunday doubleheaders plus be
added to a number of Saturday
night shows. 

For just $350, no increase in the
price over the 2014 and 2015 sea-
son, a 2016 Grandview Speedway
season pass is available that offers
a guaranteed seat for each exciting
Saturday night of auto racing en-
tertainment.

Included in the season pass is
the Forrest Rogers Memorial pre-
sented by Pioneer Pole Buildings,
the Firecracker 40 Late Model
event, the classic Freedom 76 for
Modifieds racing for at least
$25,000 to win along with other
special Saturday events.

Each season pass holder is en-
titled to a reserved seat, of his or
her choice, for the season and
avoids having to stand in the ticket
line. 

A check in the amount of $350
should be sent for each season
pass being ordered. Make the
check payable to Grandview
Speedway and mail to 87 Wilt
Road, Bechtelsville, PA 19505.
Please include a self-addressed
stamped envelope for convenience
in getting the season pass returned
to you.

The complete schedule can now
be found at www.grandviewspeed-
way.com and on Facebook. The
schedules will also be made avail-
able at a number of car shows and
driver appearances leading up to
the new season.

Information on marketing
through motorsports at Grandview
(program book ads, event sponsor-
ships, billboards and more) can be
had by contacting Ernie Saxton at
215.752.7797 or 267.934.7286.
Emails will reach him at Esax-
ton144@aol.com. A color brochure
outlining all opportunities is avail-
able on request. Quite a few dates
have already been secured by var-
ious local, regional and national
businesses.

Grandview Speedway is located
on Passmore Road, just off Route
100, in Bechtelsville, PA, 10 miles
north of Pottstown. Telephone
610.754.7688 or check in at
www.grandviewspeedway.com for
information on racing at Grandview.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedwayʼs new manage-
ment group unveiled the historic
half-mile clay ovalʼs 2016 schedule
of events Sunday evening. The
lineup features lots of variety for
fans, with no fewer than 10 differ-
ent divisions scheduled to compete
over the 25-race season. 

360 sprint cars, the trackʼs
weekly headline open wheel divi-
sion for the third consecutive sea-
son, will compete in 17 races,
seven of which will be sanctioned
events. The United Racing Club
(URC) will make stops April 30 in
the 36th Annual Jack Gunn Memo-
rial, May 27 in the Third Annual
Kramer Cup, June 4, and July 30 in
the 16th Annual Mach 1 Chassis
National Open. 

Empire Super Sprints (ESS) will
compete with URC in the Spring
Showdown for 360 sprint cars April
16 as well as a full point ESS tour
race May 21. The Patriot Sprints
will be part of the Joe Whitcomb
Memorial June 18. 

Super late models will be on the
racing card 20 times in 2016. For
the first time since 2010, Selins-
grove will host the finale to the Ap-
palachian Mountain Late Model
Speedweek Series June 12. The
divisionʼs crown jewel event will be
the 18th Annual Late Model Na-
tional Open sanctioned by the
World of Outlaws Late Model Se-
ries Sept. 4. 

Selinsgrove and Port Royal
Speedways joined forces for the in-
augural “Route 35 Dirt Late Model
Challenge Series” featuring three
events at each speedway that will
determine a series points cham-
pion. Selinsgroveʼs challenge se-
ries dates include May 21, July 23,
and Aug 13. 

The pro stock division will return
for 19 races, highlighted by the
15th Annual Pro Stock 20 champi-
onship May 14. Joining the racing
cards 13 times this season will be
the roadrunner division. 

410 sprint cars will take the spot-
light five times this year for “Thun-
der & Lightning in the
Susquehanna Valley” beginning
with the return of the All Star Circuit
of Champions Sprint Car Series
April 24 in the Ray Tilley Classic. A
special Friday Night Lights 410
sprint car race will be held June 10
followed by the Jan
Opperman/Dick Bogar Memorial
PA Speedweek Finale July 3. 

The 410 sprint cars will round
out 2016 with special Saturday
night appearances Aug. 13 and
Sept. 17 in the Jim Nace Memorial
34th Annual National Open. 

The Race of Champions big
block modifieds will open the sea-
son March 19 in the Icebreaker 40. 

Other divisions making appear-
ances at the track this season in-
clude the 305 sprint cars June 4
and July 3, limited late models
June 12 and Sept. 4, super sports-
man July 3, and the Mid-Atlantic
Modifieds July 23. 

Several promotional nights in-
clude the popular Pack The Track,
featuring discounted general ad-
mission, May 7; the return of Kids
Night July 9, and the Jeffʼs Auto
Body & Recycling Center Driver &
Fan Appreciation Night July 16.
The Eastern Museum of Motor
Racing will have a classic race car
display at the track Aug. 6. 

Selinsgrove Raceway Park, the
one-fifth oval located inside of
Selinsgrove Speedwayʼs half-mile
track, will showcase go kart racing
24 times in 2016. The 16th an-
niversary season opener for go
karts will take place at 1 p.m. Sun-
day, April 3. 

The Burris Money Series races

for go karts are slated for Sunday,
April 10; Sunday, June 5; and Sun-
day, June 19. The 125 micro sprint
cars will join the go karts on 19 of
this seasonʼs race dates along with
special appearances by the PA
wing karts July 22 and Briggs &
Stratton slingshots Aug. 12. 

The speedwayʼs annual motor-
sports show at the Susquehanna
Valley Mall in Selinsgrove will run
Sunday, Feb. 21 through Saturday,
Feb. 27. The season kickoff cere-
mony will be held in the mallʼs cen-
ter court at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 27.
Teams can register their race cars
for the show by emailing Steve Inch
at publicrelations@selinsgrove
speedway.com or by calling
570.523.8420. 

The first race at Selinsgrove
Speedway was held on July 20,
1946, and was won by Hall of
Fame driver Bill Holland, who went
on to win the 1949 Indianapolis
500. Following a brief closure in the
early 1960ʼs, the speedway re-
opened in 1963. The upcoming
2016 season will mark the 54th
consecutive year of motorsports
excitement on the superspeedway
of dirt track racing!

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266.

Knoxville Raceway
KNOXVILLE, IA - Knoxville

Raceway officials have released
rule changes for all three sprint car
divisions for the 2016 season.  The
majority of rule changes are safety
related to protect both the competi-
tors and the fans.

In 2016, kingpin tethers will be
required in all classes, as well as
steel fasteners on mud covers, and
no slip tubing anywhere in the
chassis for all cars competing at
Knoxville Raceway.  For the World
of Outlaws two-day event in June
and the Knoxville Nationals in Au-
gust, the 2 ½" x .083 axle will not
be allowed. This axle will not be al-
lowed in any events in 2017.  The
410 class will be limited to one al-
lowed axle size in 2017, which will
be a minimum diameter of 2 3/8",
and a minimum wall thickness of
.095". 

"The rule changes that Knoxville
Raceway has adopted for the 2016
season and beyond were done so
after great consideration to the
safety of our competitors and our
fans," said Race Director John
McCoy. "We want to follow the rec-
ommendations from the World of

(Continued on next page…)
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(Continued…)

Outlaws, as well as
other tracks and safety
personnel that meet
annually to update
safety rules in our
sport."

In the 305 class,
cockpit adjustable
wing sliders will be al-
lowed in 2016 for the
first time. Knoxville
Raceway will also
allow an approved
spec engine for the
first time.

"By allowing the
drivers control over

their top wing, we're hoping it helps
them when the track slicks off,"
McCoy said. "We'll announce part
numbers and more specifics on the
spec engine soon. Other area
tracks are have expressed interest
in allowing these engines, as well,
and with all of us on the same
page, it keeps the rules more sim-
ple for the competitors."

The 410 class at Knoxville Race-
way will be allowed to run a new
18" right rear from Hoosier Tire.
Teams will also have the option of
using up to a 2" wickerbill on the
top wing. The 430 ci engine option
will no longer be allowed.  

"The new tire introduced by
Hoosier is a harder compound,"
McCoy explained. "The hope is that
these will make the cars more ma-
neuverable than the softer 16" tires
we were using in the past. The
harder compound may also allow
teams to run longer without the
need for tire changes."

While there were no major
changes for the 360 class, changes
in the rule book regarding sports-
manship and safety go across all
classes.

For more information on
Knoxville Raceway, including the
full 2016 schedule, please visit
www.knoxvilleraceway.com. Up-
dates and exclusive content are
also posted on facebook.com/
KnoxvilleRaceway and @knoxville
races on Twitter.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedway is
pleased to announce the 2016
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries schedule.  The 2016 schedule
will consist of 133 feature events
spread over 22 race dates, kicking
off with the 45th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler on April 22-24,
and culminating with the 44th An-
nual NAPA Auto Parts Fall Final
Weekend on October 1-2.

Staffordʼs SK Modifieds®, Late
Models, SK Lights, Limited Late
Models, and DARE Stocks will be
joined by the U.S. Legend Cars on
14 of the 22 race dates.  New for
the 2016 season will be a pair of
races for the Wild Thing Karts that
race at Stafford on Monday nights.
The Senior Champs division will hit
the track on Friday, July 1 and the
Junior Outlaw division will race on
July 22.

Keeping the focus on family af-
fordable pricing, the schedule in-
cludes many discount event nights,
like the popular BFF night, Girls
Night Out, Facebook Friday, Back
2 SK®ool Blitz, Military Apprecia-
tion Night and First Responder
Night.  For the 26th consecutive
season, the month of May is Youth
Organization Month.  All children 14
and under are admitted FREE
when wearing a youth organization
Team shirt or Uniform.  

NAPA Auto Parts, the Elite Cor-
porate Sponsor and official auto
parts of Stafford Speedway will
offer discount coupons for Friday
night events and free kids tickets.
Coupons will be available by visit-
ing a participating NAPA stores.
NAPA also offers discount event
tickets to the NAPA Spring Sizzler,
NAPA SK 5k and the NAPA Fall
Final.  

“After putting much thought and
consideration into the 2016 sched-
ule while keeping our teams and
fans at the forefront we are again
placing our focus on family afford-
able pricing,” explained Mark Arute,
President/COO.  “With a total of 22
events, of which 7 include touring
division events and the NAPA SK
5k, it was important to keep the ma-
jority of the remaining 15 events as
NASCAR Whelen All-American Se-
ries events and keep the ticket
prices unchanged.  We are looking
forward to 2016 being the year of
family fun and affordable pricing at
Stafford Speedway."

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Kingsport

Speedway released the 2016 sea-
son schedule today. The 2016 sea-
son schedule features 19 NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series events
and multiple other events begin-
ning in mid-March.

“The Concrete Jungle” will roar
to life on March 19 for a Saturday
afternoon event. March 26 will see
another Saturday afternoon show
before Friday night racing returns
on April 2.

2016 will also feature multiple
special events. The North Carolina-
based Southeast Super Truck Se-
ries and Southeast Super Stock

Series will visit the 0.375-mile con-
crete oval twice. First on May 7 and
again on July 23.

“Itʼs hard to believe we are al-
ready closing in on the 2016 sea-
son,” said Karen Tunnell, promoter.
“We have a great season plan, and
canʼt wait to get started!”

Also scheduled for 2016 is the
annual Fourth of July weekend
event, and many other exciting
events. 

For more information, visit
www.NewKingsportSpeedway.com
. Also follow us on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC - Carteret

County Speedway has added
USAC Midget racing to its already
packed 2016 season opener, which
will be held on Saturday night, April
2nd.

The 2016 season opener will be
the third race ever held at the brand
new, 4/10-mile Carteret County
Speedway and Entertainment
Complex in Swansboro, North Car-
olina. The season opener, which
will kick off the first full season of
racing at the track, will also feature
Late Model and Modified racing as
well as racing for Street Stocks,
Mini-Stocks, U-CARs and Leg-
ends.

The USAC Midget feature at
Carteret County Speedway will be
the second race in a weekend dou-
bleheader. On Friday night, April
1st, the USAC Midgets will be in
action at the quarter-mile Wake
County Speedway bullring in
Raleigh, North Carolina. The open
wheel midgets are always a popu-
lar draw on dirt and on asphalt.

After the April 2nd race, the
Midgets will return to Carteret
County Speedway on Saturday,
August 6th.

The Southern Modified Racing
Tour race will be the headline event
for the 2016 season opener at
Carteret County Speedway. Along
with being the opening race for the
track, the April 2nd race will also be
the season opener for the Southern
Modified Racing Tour. The series is
making its second visit to Carteret
County Speedway. Last October,
Cale Gale won in the Southern
Modified Racing Tour season finale
held at Cartert County Speedway.

Late Model racing will be the
main attraction for racing through-
out the 2016 season. Last Septem-
ber, Late Models raced at the brand
new Carteret County Speedway for
the first time ever with Clay Jones
scoring the win over Jeff Oakley,
Ricky Jones, Zachary Marks and
Haley Moody finishing in the top-

five. 
Along with the season opener

on April 2nd, regular season races
featuring Late Models, Street
Stocks, Mini-Stocks, U-CARs and
Legends will be held on April 30th,
May 28th, July 3rd, July 6th, Sep-
tember 4th and October 8th. High
speed Kart racing will take to
Carteret County Speedway
throughout the 2016 season as
well and will be joined by the Leg-
ends and Bandolero divisions on
April 23rd, June 18th, August 6th
and September 17th.

Racing will not be the only thing
happening in 2016. Carteret
County Speedway and Entertain-
ment Complex will host beach
music festivals in primetime on May
21st, July 9th and August 20th and
a $1,000-to-win cornhole tourna-
ment on August 13th.

Carteret County Speedway and
Entertainment Complex, located
near Peletier, North Carolina,
opened in September 2015 after
over 10 years of construction led by
visionary Bobby Watson. Along
with the racetrack, Carteret County
Speedway is also home to the
Moonshiner'z Cafe and Bar and
Grill  open every Friday and Satur-
day night.

Eldora Speedway
ROSSBURG, OH - Eldora

Speedway has always awarded big
money and the 35th Four-Crown
Nationals are not any different as
track officials announced today that
a $100,000 bonus will be awarded
to the driver who wins all four races
in the historic event. 

For the first time since 2007, the
Four Crown will have four races on
Saturday, September 24, 2016 as
the All Star Circuit of Champions
have been added to the event, join-
ing the USAC Silver Crown, Na-
tional Sprint Car and Midget
Championships. 

If a driver wins any three events
on Saturday, a $25,000 bonus will
be paid out. 

“One of our goals with returning
the Four Crown to four divisions on
Saturday was to give the USAC
and All Star drivers an Eldora-like
prize to go after,” said Roger Slack,
general manager of Eldora Speed-
way.  “As race fans, I believe weʼre
enjoying this latest era of drivers
who are proving to be both ex-
tremely versatile and competitive in
midgets, champ cars and with or
without a wing on a sprint car.  With
four wins and the $100,000 bonus
weʼre putting up, one of these driv-
ers could elevate to superstar sta-
tus on that Saturday, September
24."
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