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Smoky Mountain

Speedway Welcomes

Dale McDowell and

Chris Madden to Victory Lane

Joey Logano and
Spencer Gallagher

Take Talladega
Top Spots



TALLADEGA, AL
– The pre-race routine
didnʼt change ahead of
Sundayʼs race at the
Talladega Super-
speedway. Crewmen
worked through their
checklists; owners
courted sponsors and
tours; and, eager fans
were perched at prime
locations with
hopes of see-

ing their favorite drivers.
Itʼs exactly what James

Hylton would have wanted.
The gritty racer who

stood unflinchingly against
big-dollar teams died early
Saturday the way he races
and lived – driving his own
equipment home from the
racetrack.

Hylton, 83, and his son, James
Jr. “Tweet”, 61, died at the scene
when their truck, with his No. 48
ARCA Racing Series Ford in a
trailer, ran off Interstate 85 near
Carnesville in Northeast Georgia
and struck a concrete embank-
ment. The father and son were on
their way home to Inman, S.C. from
Talladega when they crashed a few
miles short of the South Carolina
border.

The driver of the truck, crew
chief Terry Strange, was hospital-
ized.

But the show proceeded a day
later at Talladega as planned.

“James was one of the guys who
helped put NASCAR on the map,”
said Hall of Fame crew chief Dale
Inman. “He never had great money,
but when you showed up to the
track, he knew heʼd be there.

“Death is never easy, no matter
what. But at least he was doing
what he liked.”

Despite never signing a signifi-
cant sponsor or benefiting from fac-
tory support, Hylton won two
NASCAR races – at Richmond in
1970 and Talladega in 1972. He
also finished second to Richard
Petty for the series championship
in 1967 and 1972 and to David
Pearson in 1966 in an era where
champions were crowned by the
number of laps completed during a
season.

“James set the stage,” said long-
time friend and current car owner
Richard Childress. “He taught me
how to race as an independent,
when to race, how to finish the race
to get the most points, how to sur-

vive.
“We stayed friends to the end.”
Hylton fought for the little inde-

pendent teams. He helped force
NASCAR to share plan money to
help pay their bills. Including other
second-tier operations like Chil-
dress, Elmo Langley, Coo Coo
[Marlin] and David Sisco, Hylton
helped create a significant niche for
generations of underdogs that fol-

lowed.
“He was the

champion for the little
guy,” Bobby Allison said.

Hylton appeared
in 21 Daytona 500s be-
tween 1966 and 2007 –
the final time at age 73.

He steered into
ARCA where he made
175 starts. His final as a
driver came when in 2013

at age 78. Since then, heʼs tinkered
as a part-time car owner.

Brad Smith was scheduled to
drive Hyltonʼs Ford at Talladega,
but he failed to start the race.

NASCAR and ARCA issued the
following joint statement Saturday:

“Racing competitively in parts of
six decades, James Hyltonʼs dedi-
cation, passion and longevity in
motorsports is virtually un-
matched. Hylton won the rookie of
the year at NASCARʼs highest
level, the 1972 race at Talladega
Superspeedway and regularly con-
tended for championships during
the early years of his career. His
racing influence continued into the
ARCA series, where he competed
as a driver and, most recently, a car
owner. 

“We have lost a truly special
member of the racing family and a
beloved figure among generations
of competitors and race fans alike.
We extend our deepest condo-
lences to the Hylton family on the
tragic loss of James Hylton and his
son James Jr.”

What impressed his competition
most was a work ethic and com-
mon sense that helped him out-run
many of the big-budget teams.

“James was one of the hardest-
working people, him and Richard
Childress, of the independent rac-
ers out there,” Donnie Allison said.
“He was the ultimate racer. He
thought about everything he did.
He was a champion for everybody.”

Hylton and Bobby Allison often
trooped throughout the South,
hauling their cars from town to town
for the next big race. When one

had trouble, the other was willing to
help.

“We worked on each otherʼs
cars. Back then, we both knew we
had to take care of our own equip-
ment,” Bobby Allison said. “He had
to be more conservative, especially
when you had to live off the win-
nings. A lot of us werenʼt that
smart.”

Engines still sounded, fighter
jets completed their flyovers and
race fans eagerly prepared for 500
miles of racing on Sunday. It was
the kind of setting James Hylton
liked most -- and the best of all
sendoffs.

“I guarantee you, heʼs looking
down from heaven with a big
smile,” Childress said.
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James Hylton Loved

Racing for Years

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have

been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are

covering all the racing series, off track news and other features

that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a

weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online

for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@

yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also

download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and

past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook

and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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James Hylton (right) and his son James, Jr. (Tweet) were fixtures

in NASCAR and ARCA Racing events for over 50 years. (ARCA

RACING photo)



When the
NASCAR races at Tal-
ladega are discussed
by race fans through-
out the country, what
are the main topics of
conversation?

Fast, tight, com-
petitive racing on the
high banks of
NASCARʼs longest
oval speedway.
Check.  The “Boule-

vard” and the nightlife that fans
enjoy! Check. The opportunity for a
“darkhorse” or “underdog” to win.
Check. Controversy. Check. And,
more times than not, the “Big One”
– a multi-car accident that will in-
volved a large number of competi-
tors. Check.

This past weekend, Talladega
Superspeedway lived up to the leg-
end of this historical track. The Au-
tomobile Racing Club of America
(ARCA), the Xfinity, and Monster
Energy Cup Series provided the
avid race fans in attendance, as
well as the viewers on television,
three truly memorable races.

The first racing action of the
weekend was the ARCA Series
General Tire 200 on Friday after-
noon. This series traditionally gives
many young, talented drivers the
opportunity to compete on a super-
speedway and showcase their tal-
ent before an interested group of
NASCAR car owners. Many drivers
who race on Saturday and Sunday
in the NASCAR ranks began their
rise in motorsports in the ARCA Se-
ries. And, this year, the field for the
General Tire 200 may have had
more young drivers than ever be-
fore on the 2.6-mile superspeed-
way.

The racing action was intense as
always on a superspeedway for the
ARCA Series. However, itʼs not just
the racing that caught my attention
last Friday.

With one lap remaining, Sheldon
Creed held the top spot while bat-
tling for position took place behind
him. A spin between turns one and
two well behind the leaders kept
the race under green flag condi-
tions. Creed and his nearest chal-
lengers were racing to the
checkered flag and a coveted win
at Talladega. As the race entered
turns three and four, two cards col-
lided and hit the wall. While the ac-
cident destroyed two race cars, it
occurred well behind the leaders
racing for the win.

The track was clear in front of
Creed and his nearest competitors
as they raced to the start/finish line.
As the leaders raced through the
tri-oval, the caution was displayed.
Less than a couple hundred yards
from the finish, the caution was
called.

I will always place the safety of
our competitors and their teams be-
fore any
r e s u l t ;
however, I
feel as
though the
c o n t r o l
t o w e r
“ r obbed ”
S h e l d o n
Creed of
victory on
F r i d a y .
While I understand that it was para-
mount to call emergency crews to
the accident scene, that procedure
could have been done without af-
fecting the finish of the race. All
cars racing to the finish had cleared
the accident, and everyone cross-
ing the finish line would have had
ample time to slow down prior to
reaching the accident scene. The
accident had no effect on the out-
come of the race until the caution
was waved.

As a result, the ARCA race was
restarted after the wreck was
cleared. Since the race had run the
announced distance, an overtime
policy would decide the outcome.
In ARCA, there is no green, white,
checker overtime; rather, a one lap
dash to the finish. So, guess what
happens when you bunch the field
together for a one-lap race to vic-
tory lane. Good guess – an acci-
dent. An accident that proved very
costly to drivers and teams who did
not need the expense of destroyed
race cars and equipment. Quite
frankly, an accident that never
should have happened.

While the ARCA race did provide
one of the most exciting and
closely contested finishes in Series
history, many feel as though the
wrong driver entered victory lane.
Zane Smith and Joe Graf Jr. battled
side-by-side for the win with Smith
edging Graf Jr. by the closest mar-
gin in recent history. Creed finished
fourth.

I need to mention that I do not
know any of the drivers involved in
the finish of this race. To me, the
name of the driver is not important
in this case. Itʼs the ruling and how

it affected the finish.
The call at the conclusion of the

General Tire 200 was just one of
several during the race. On more
than one occasion, cars looked to
have been speeding on pit road
with no penalty issued. Also, at
least one car was allowed to con-
tinue back on the track while not
maintaining the minimum speed re-
quired. Talk about safety issues,
hereʼs two instances where poten-
tial safety of crew members and
competitors could have been com-
promised.

Watching the General Tire 200
on Fox Sports 1 was also an expe-
rience. Kevin Lee was the play-by-
play announcer in the booth with
Phil Parsons as analyst. Jim Tretow
worked pit road.

While I can truly appreciate the
difficult job it is to announce a very
fast competitive race, I also can ap-
preciate professionalism. I refer-
ence one incident near the end of
the race. On the white flag lap, a
car spun in turn one. Immediately,
Kevin Lee hollered, “Caution, weʼre
going to have overtime”. Fortu-
nately, Phil Parsons noted that the
caution did not wave and green flag
racing would continue. And, this
was not the only time during the
telecast that Parsons showed why
he has been a quality analyst for
televised races for many years.
Tretow did a good job on pit road
with pertinent interviews and in-
sight. His questions for key crew
chiefs were a plus for the telecast.
Two out of three isnʼt bad!

Saturday provided one of the
most entertaining races of the year.
Yes, the Xfinity action on the track
was competitive as always. With no
Monster Energy Cup Series drivers
in the field and $100,000 on the line
for four drivers in the Dash for
Cash, the storylines were many.
But, it was the announce team that
captured most of the attention.

The Sparks Energy 300 Xfinity
Series race was a “drivers only” an-
nounce team for Fox Sports. Last
year, Fox Sports had only drivers
announce the Pocono race, and
the success of that event led to this
year and Talladega. Kevin Harvick,
Clint Bowyer, and Joey Logano
were in the booth. Ryan Blaney,
Darrell Wallace Jr., and Eric Jones
were pit reporters. Brad Keselowski
and Ricky Stenhouse Jr. manned
the Hollywood Hotel.

From pizza in the booth to ice
cream and other snacks in the Hol-
lywood Hotel, the telecast was ex-
tremely entertaining. The relaxed
nature of all the announcers, com-
bined with their frequent jabs at
each other, provided an afternoon

of exciting television. Each driver
appeared to really enjoy their role
in the telecast and their insight and
thoughts provided a “behind the
scenes” look from a drivers per-
spective of racing at Talladega.
Anyone who had the pleasure of
watching the Talladega Xfinity race
on television Saturday  was truly
entertained.

Oh, by the way, Spencer Gal-
lagher led his first-ever lap in an
Xfinity race, the final one, to win his
first career Xfinity Series race.
Needless to say, Gallagher is one
of the most personable drivers in
the sport, and his victory lane inter-
view was a classic. Elliott Sadler
won his second Dash 4 Cash
$100,000 bonus this season by
charging from the rear of the field
in the final laps. This bonus pro-
vides the viewer, as well as the
competitors involved, a very inter-
esting race within a race. Did I
mention there were no Monster En-
ergy Cup Series drivers in this
race?

The Geico 500 on Sunday was
as competitive as ever with Joey
Logano winning his first Cup race
in over one year. And, as often hap-
pens, the “Big One” did eliminate
several contenders. Fortunately,
there were no injuries of note in any
accident.

While Iʼm sure that many fans
will leave Talladega talking about
the infield parties and all the festiv-
ities on the “boulevard”, the on-
track action once again lived up to
the history of NASCAR racing at
Talladega Superspeedway. Yes,
another memorable weekend at
ʻDega.
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Spencer Gallagher led his first

lap to win the XFINITY race.

(MATT THACKER/NKP photo)



By REID SPENCER

TALLADEGA, AL -
Joey Logano led a
Ford feast on Sunday
at Talladega Super-
speedway, beating
Kurt Busch to the
checkered flag by .127
seconds to win the
GEICO 500, the 10th
Monster Energy

NASCAR Cup Series race of the
season.

Logano led the final 42-of-188
laps, a race-high 70 overall, and
controlled the action after a 14-car
wreck on Lap 166 thinned the field.
Logano led the field to the green
flag for the final restart on Lap 172
and stayed out front the rest of the
way.

The victory was Loganoʼs third
at Talladega and the 19th of his ca-
reer, and it broke a dry spell of 36
races dating to the No. 22 teamʼs
penalty-tainted victory at Richmond
last year.

“I'm so proud to get this team
back in Victory Lane – it's been a
year!” Logano exulted in Victory
Lane. “It feels so good to be back
in Victory Lane. There is no feeling
like this. It feels so good.

“It's been a long time coming.
We've been getting consistent.
We've been scoring points, and we
knew a win was just around the
corner. I don't have to worry about
the whole playoff thing anymore.”

Logano extended Fordʼs winning
streak at Talladega to six races.
Ford drivers claimed six of the top
seven positions, the only exception
being third-place finisher Chase El-
liott in a Chevrolet.

"What a fast Ford," Logano said

of his No. 22 Team Penske ride.
"Teamwork is what did it today. And
not just the Team Penske Fords but
all of the Fords out there – Kevin
(Harvick), Kurt (Busch). We worked
really well together. We got a blue
oval back in Victory Lane, so proud
of that.”

Harvick, the pole winner, came
home fourth, followed by defending
race winner Ricky Stenhouse Jr.,
David Ragan and Aric Almirola.

Busch intended to pair with Har-
vick, his Stewart-Haas Racing
teammate, for a final-lap charge at
Logano, but Busch changed tactics
when he saw that Stenhouse had a
strong run on the next-to-last lap.

“We just needed the assistance
from behind,” Busch said. “The 17
car (Stenhouse) was strong. All the
Fords were great today. I was hop-
ing he would get to us on the back
straightaway so we could go on of-
fense on the front to go win it, but it
just didnʼt materialize.

“I wanted to stay with Harvick,
my teammate, and navigate around
the 22, but everyone behind kind of
broke off and was racing too hard,
and nobody got that big head of
steam to try to push through and
break apart the 22ʼs lead.

“It was one of the best Fords I
have ever had here, and it was fun
to race it and lead some laps and
be right there, but I just didnʼt get
the job done. The 22 outfoxed us,
and we didnʼt get the push from be-
hind to go on offense at the end –
but a top-five day, so I canʼt really
complain.”

Logano finished second in each
of the first two stages – behind
teammate Brad Keselowski and
Paul Menard, respectively – but in

the final stage of the race he took
control. Logano had the lead when
the second major wreck of the race
started in Turn 3 on Lap 166.

Seven-time champion Jimmie
Johnson spun in Turn 3 and turned
sideways across the nose of Hen-
drick Motorsports teammate
William Byronʼs car, collecting
Menardʼs Ford in the process. The
accident also knocked Keselowski

out of the race.
Kyle Busch saw his three-race

winning streak end with a 13th-
place finish at Talladega. The driver
of the No. 18 Toyota was hit with a
pit road speeding penalty under
caution after the end of the second
stage and recovered to run in the
top five during the third stage, but
he could make little progress after
coming to pit road and restarting
18th on Lap 172.

NOTES: Byron led 14 laps in his
first Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series start at Talladega… Menard
picked up his first stage victory,
holding off Logano on Lap 110…
Seventh-place finisher Alex Bow-
man led 26 laps and Keselowski
21… 

NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series veteran Timothy Peters fin-
ished 23rd in his Cup debut…
Reigning series champion Martin
Truex Jr. suffered damage in a Lap
72 wreck and finished 26th. The
cars of Erik Jones, Trevor Bayne
and Kyle Larson were eliminated in
the same incident.
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Joey Logano Hangs

Tough for Hard-Fought

Talladega Victory

Joey Logano is all smiles as he celebrates in Tallladegaʼs victory

lane after winning the GEICO 500 Sunday afternoon. (DAVID GRIF-

FIN photo)

Race winner Joey Logano (22) battles to stay ahead of Kurt Busch (41) and Kevin Harvick (4), making

Ford the leader of the race at the end. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



By REID SPENCER

TALLADEGA, AL -
Taking advantage of
an overtime restart
and a fuel shortage
that hampered some
of the raceʼs strongest
cars, Spencer Gal-
lagher grabbed the
lead on the final lap

and held on to win Saturdayʼs
Sparks Energy 300 at Talladega
Superspeedway.

In claiming the first NASCAR
Xfinity Series victory of his career,
Gallagher crossed the finish line
.152 seconds ahead of runner-up
Brandon Jones. Justin Allgaier re-
covered to finish third after running
out of fuel under the Lap 105 cau-
tion that set up the overtime.

The only lap Gallagher has ever
led in 49 Xfinity Series starts was
the final one at Talladega on Satur-
day. Heʼs the ninth different winner
in nine races in the series so far
this year, and now he can count on
competing in the postseason Play-
off.

Noah Gragson came home
fourth a week after running second
in his Xfinity Series debut at Rich-
mond. Elliott Sadler rebounded
from a pit road speeding penalty –
after he accelerated to avoid John
Hunter Nemechekʼs spinning car –
to claim fifth place and his second
straight $100,000 Dash 4 Cash
bonus.

“The only thing that was going
through my mind was ʻI hope to hell
this works,ʼ” Gallagher said after
surging past Tyler Reddick and
Christopher Bell into the lead and
blocking for all he was worth on the
final lap. “Gosh, Iʼm so happy right
now. GMS Racing (owned by Gal-
lagherʼs father, Maury Gallagher)
brought such an incredible car
here. To qualify this thing third and
to race like we did all day, I knew
we had some speed.

“Man, it didnʼt seem real for a
while there. For that whole last lap
it was kind of a dream. You hear
your spotter talking to you in the
background, but all youʼre really
doing is looking in your mirror. Itʼs
always wild, the last lap at Tal-
ladega, but we brought it home,
baby! Got it done…

“Weʼre going home and party
like itʼs 1999.”

Ryan Sieg, Nemechek, Reddick,
Cole Custer and Garrett Smithley
completed the top 10. Sadler ex-
panded his series lead to 40 points
over second-place Reddick, 47
over third-place Allgaier and 49
over fourth-place Bell, who was
shuffled back to 12th at the finish.

Jones second-place finish was a
career best, and he got it by hus-
tling in the bottom lane after the
final restart, as the race went two
laps past its scheduled distance of
113 laps.

“We all backed up pretty big on
the bottom lane (after the restart),
and I was really trying to work my
side drafts there at the end, and I
was pretty weak on that all day,”
Jones said. “I knew at the very end
there I needed to do that as best as
I could, and it was starting to pull
that top lane back a little bit, so I
thought that was working pretty
well.

“And then some guys jumped in
front of me and caused me to suck
up and pull that bottom down. If I
could have got to the 23 (Gal-
lagher), I think we could have
sucked him back a little bit with the
side draft, but we just didnʼt have
the opportunity to do it there at the
end.”

Emblematic of the hazards of re-
strictor-plate racing was the misfor-
tune of Ryan Truex, who sped on
pit road under caution for the end
of Stage 1, restarted from the rear
of the field and had his No. 11
Chevrolet collected in a seven-car
accident on Lap 32.

The melee started when Shane
Lee turned the No. 28 Ford of
Dylan Lupton to trigger the wreck.
That contact also turned the No. 60
Ford of Ty Majeski into the outside
wall and into the path of Truex, who
T-boned Majeskiʼs car.

“On that restart (on Lap 32), the
outside line got going really well,
and we were moving forward, and I
think the 3 car (Lee) was behind us
and was pushing me a little bit
through that high side,” Lupton
said.

“And then once we started los-
ing banking on the straightaway, he
pushed a little too much and
pinched me sideways, and at that
point I was just a pinball holding on.
Itʼs a disappointment being out so
early, but we get to go racing again

next week, and weʼll try to rebound
from this.”

Gallagher, on the other hand,
wonʼt have to rebound. Heʼll just
have to survive the party.

Sadler Claims Second
Consecutive Xfinity
Dash 4 Cash Bonus
TALLADEGA, AL - For the sec-

ond consecutive week veteran El-
liott Sadler claimed the NASCAR
Xfinity Seriesʼ $100,000 Dash 4
Cash incentive check – and this
time, the veteran joked heʼd spend
the big money on his kids and . …
celebrating his birthday on Monday.

“We go watch our kids play ball
and maybe Iʼll take a midafternoon
nap because I am turning 43,ʼʼ
Sadler said smiling, “Maybe I need
a Laz-Z-Boy. …thatʼs what hap-
pens at this age.”

He certainly wasnʼt lagging any
in Saturday afternoonʼs Sparks En-
ergy 300 at Talladega (Ala.) Super-
speedway. Sadler led twice for 30
laps, but a pit road speeding
penalty just past the midway mark
forced him to the rear of the field
and into a game of high-speed
catch-up. Methodical work toward
the front of the field plus nifty strate-

gic moves on a race restart with
two laps remaining allowed him to
get back in the mix.

Sadler, won the second stage of
the race and took the checkered
flag in fifth – ahead of the other
Dash 4 Cash eligible drivers,
Christopher Bell (12th), Matt Tifft
(25th) and Austin Cindric (30th).

“It feels good,ʼʼ Sadler said. “For
the day we had – the up and down
day to battle back at the end, we
restarted 17th or 18th and (JR Mo-
torsports teammate) Justin (All-
gaier) was on the lead lap and he
gave me a great bump. When he
went to the middle I got behind him
just stayed with him.

“A lot happened on that last lap
or two and Iʼm glad we were able to
come along with the $100,000 and
be in contention at Dover next
week.”

Spencer Gallagher scored his
first career win, leading only the
final lap in the No. 23 Allegiant
Chevrolet. He, Brandon Jones,
Justin Allgaier and Sadler will now
be eligible for the final $100,000
bonus check in the four-race Dash
4 Cash program next week at
Dover (Del.) International Speed-
way.
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Gallagher Claims First

NASCAR Xfinity

Victory at Talladega

Spencer Gallagher is super excited to win the Sparks Energy 300

even if he only led the race on the last lap. (DAVID GRIFFIN photo)



T A L L A D E G A ,
AL – The unpre-
dictability of stock car
racing at Talladega
Superspeedway was
on full display Friday
night, with a sudden
flurry of late-race inci-
dents leading to two
“overtimes” and an
eventual photo-finish
General Tire 200 vic-
tory by Zane Smith.

A last-lap incident brought out
the caution flag and caused the first
one-lap OT, which was foiled by an-
other crash on the backstretch. 

On the second OT lap, Smithʼs
No. 41 LaPaz Margarita Mix Toyota
and the No. 77 Big Tine Ford of Joe
Graf Jr. spent most of the time
door-to-door, racing on the edge.
Smith crossed the stripe barely
ahead of Graf, getting his second
victory of the season.

How close was it? ARCA officials
said the electronics showed a
dead-heat, which meant a return to
the old school method of reviewing
the photo of the finish to determine
the winner. ARCA called it the clos-
est finish in series history.

“Weʼre four races in and weʼve
got two wins … this year is going to
be unreal,” said Smith, from Hunt-
ington Beach, California.

The ARCA Racing Series had
big news to start the day, with the
announcement that it had been ac-
quired by NASCAR. 

“It's fantastic that we're going to
be working together going off into
the future,” said NASCAR Vice
Chairman/Executive Vice President
Jim France. “Both organizations
have a great history, with great
championships. Weʼve shared a lot
of teams and drivers over the
years. That will continue in a major
way.”

The ARCA Racing Series will
continue to operate under its cur-
rent structure through the 2019
season. 

James Hylton

and Son Pass in

Auto Accident
TOLEDO, OH - It's hard to imag-

ine an ARCA race without James
Harvey Hylton in the garage. For
those of us who have been around
the ARCA tour 20-plus years, we

can hardly recall a time when he
wasn't there. His son, James, Jr.
(Tweet), always by his side; they
were inseparable. They are still in-
separable.

Both lost their lives in a highway
accident on the way home from Tal-
ladega Saturday morning.

James Hylton's life story is as
fascinating as was his motorsports
career. A poor farm boy who grew
up in rural Virginia during the Great
Depression somehow made it to
the NASCAR Cup Series. He didn't
just make it; James, three times,
finished runner-up in championship
standings, winning twice, at Rich-
mond in 1970 and Talladega in
1972. He did it on his own terms,
with his loyal band of followers who
stayed with him till the very end. He
did it his own way, without corpo-
rate America helping pay the bills.
Always an independent, he funded
his teams and fed his family out of
his own back pocket, with the
money he earned at the track. Yes,
he had a little help here and there;
but it was never on par with his
contemporaries. Maybe that's why
we all cheered him so much. The
story of the racer who makes it to
the top on perseverance, hard
work, devotion, passion and pure
love for the sport is always worthy
of the applause.

"I know of no one with a greater
passion and devotion to the sport
of stock car racing than James Hyl-
ton," said ARCA President Ron
Drager. "He truly enjoyed every as-
pect of the sport, especially the
people. He was universally well-like
and well-respected. He was a stan-

dard bearer in the NASCAR Cup
Series, and as his career wound
down we were fortunate enough for
him to choose to race in the ARCA
Racing Series."

After 602 NASCAR Cup Series
starts where he made a fine name
for himself, the Inman, S.C. vet-
eran, complete with his signature
No. 48, indeed did find a home in
the ARCA Racing Series.

And it never mattered if he did-
n't keep pace with the leaders dur-
ing the race, not to the thousands
of fans who adored a 79-year-old
Cup star from yesteryear who still

had the courage and passion to
climb through the window. Even
with all the young stars in the line-
up, James often got the biggest
cheers.

He was always so fun to intro-
duce…his twinkling eyes ablaze,
his hand high in the air in salute,
with his million dollar smile that
seemed to magically find its way to
each and every person in the
bleachers…often chomping on an
unlit cheap cigar. Yes, it was so
cool to have him here for so long.
For that, we are all grateful.

James had time for everyone…it
didn't matter who you were. And he
always made you feel important.
He was way more than our own su-
perstar…he was exceptionally
kind, and that absolutely cannot be
overstated. Kindness matters a
lot…James Harvey was proof. You
can see the warmth and kindness
on the gazillion social media
posts…each with its own special
story to tell about James…the pho-
tos now serving as proof down
through posterity that he was their
friend. And each so proud to show
the world.

And we trust that the impressive
young drivers coming up today un-
derstand and fully appreciate what
leading stock pioneers like James
Harvey did to help pave the way.
Hylton, and his generation, got

(Continued on Next Page…)
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200 in Closest Finish in ARCA

Racing Series History

Zane Smith, driver of the No. 41 LaPaz Margarita Mix Toyota,

posed in Gatorade Victory Lane with the General Tire 200 Hammer

and Anvil Trophy after winning in what was a photo finish on Fri-

day. (ARCA RACING photo)

James Hylton always had a smile for everyone at the race track

throughout the year. (ARCA photo)



(Continued…)

down on their hands and knees for
next to nothing and smoothed over
the asphalt, setting the stage for
the modern-day luxurious and lu-
crative professional lifestyle this
sport has become. 

Born on the family farm in
Roanoke County Virginia on Au-
gust 26, 1934, Hylton was one of
13 children. "I had an excellent
childhood," Hylton told arcarac-
ing.com in 2011. "At the time, I
thought it was awful, but looking
back now, I wouldn't have traded
that lifestyle for anything. We
farmed the mountain behind the
house. It was beautiful country. At
night we'd head down to the creek
with our lanterns and we'd go gig-
gin' for bull frogs and eels. We'd
skin the eels, and filet ʻem. It was
good eatin', better than fish.

"I remember going to school
where I saw city folks for the first
time. We'd all bring these giant bis-
cuits for lunch, but the city boys all
had sliced bread. I had never seen
sliced bread."

He first caught the racing bug
when he climbed aboard his fa-
ther's Ford Model T. He was not yet
a teenager.

"My oldest brother taught me
how to drive it. It had three pedals
on the floor, instead of gear shifts.
But that's what got me into racing. I
learned how to drive in a Ford
Model T, and I'm still driving a Ford.
That's pretty ironic to me."

His first racecar was also in the
Ford Family - a 1934 Ford Coupe.
But, to survive, Hylton climbed out
of the driver's seat and became a
mechanic for NASCAR champion
Rex White, and then a champion
crew chief for Ned Jarrett. Then
Hylton decided he would give up
the crew chief role and get back to
the business of driving race cars.
And once he got behind the wheel,
he never looked back. His second
place NASCAR Cup points finish in
his 1966 Rookie season is a record
that still stands today. He also
holds the distinction of being the
oldest driver to race in all three of
NASCAR's highest divisions.  

Hylton first raced in ARCA in
1975, when he finished an ARCA-
best sixth at Daytona. Over the
years, he made 175 career ARCA
starts. Hylton's career-best ARCA
points finish as a driver was 11th,
twice, in 2011 and 2013.

After he climbed out from behind
the wheel, Hylton continued to field
the famous 48 Ford for a variety of
drivers, including most recently for
veteran Brad Smith, who finished a
career-best 6th in ARCA champi-

onship driver standings in 2016 in
Hylton's Ford.

Hylton's exit from the driver's
seat was as grand as his career
when his friends, family and fans
made sure of it. In 2013, the racing
community came together to build
Hylton a new 48 car for his final
ARCA race at Kansas Speedway in
2013 in which he finished the race
in 18th.

"It's time to step aside as a driver
and turn this car over to the
younger generation," Hylton said
right before the race. "I don't want
to lose the Hylton Motorsports race
team. I'll be there next year as the
general manager. We are definitely
in the market to build up our race
team and put other drivers behind
the wheel who can go harder than
I can."

Several people, understanding
the importance of the moment,
gathered around James on pit road
as he prepared to climb inside the
48 one more time. There were
photo flashes going off like light-
ning. TV was there. Friends and
fans were there. High-fives from
fellow ARCA competitors just kept
coming. It seemed like everyone
one wanted to witness this piece of
history. Even Cup star Mark Martin
weaved his way down to get his
picture with James Harvey Hylton.
With his eyes watered up, we never
saw James smile so big. It was so
cool. Despite the lumps in every-
one's throat, James managed to
put it in his own perspective.

"It's kind of a love-hate relation-
ship. If I could drive until I was 90
years old, I would. But I need to
face the facts. It's too much of a job
to be the driver and manager the
team. I'm excited about the future."

Later that year, he fittingly re-
ceived ARCA's Marcum Award at
the championship awards banquet.
The Marcum Award is named for
ARCA founders John and Mildred
Marcum.

“I canʼt express my gratitude for
this award,” Hylton said at the
podium, after he received a stand-
ing ovation.

Hylton praised ARCA for “open-
ing its doors and letting me come
racing and enjoy my last days as a
race car driver. I appreciate and
love every one of you.”

Statement from

NASCAR & ARCA on

the passing of James

Hylton
“Racing competitively in parts of

six decades, James Hyltonʼs dedi-
cation, passion and longevity in
motorsports is virtually unmatched.

Hylton won the rookie of the year at
NASCARʼs highest level, the 1972
race at Talladega Superspeedway
and regularly contended for cham-
pionships during the early years of
his career. His racing influence
continued into the ARCA series,
where he competed as a driver
and, most recently, a car owner.
We have lost a truly special mem-
ber of the racing family and a
beloved figure among generations
of competitors and race fans alike.
We extend our deepest condo-
lences to the Hylton family on the
tragic loss of James Hylton and his
son James Jr.”

ARCA Joins

NASCAR Family
By HOLLY CAIN

TALLADEGA, AL - NASCAR an-
nounced Friday morning that it has
acquired the Automobile Racing
Club of America (ARCA) Series
after a 60-plus year relationship be-
tween the sanctioning bodies that
started with NASCAR Founder Bill
France Sr. and ARCA founder John
Marcum.

NASCAR Vice Chairman Jim
France joined Marcumʼs grandson,
ARCA President Ron Drager, at
Talladega Superspeedway Friday
morning to formalize the an-
nouncement.

“Our NASCAR family has long
had a special connection with our
friends at ARCA, and this is a logi-
cal step in demonstrating our com-
mitment to the next generation of
racers,ʼʼ France said.

Much of the future between the
two series is possible because of
their lengthy and successful past .
The two founders raced against
one another before founding their
respective governing bodies.

“Our position in the industry over
all these years – 67 years – has
been really intertwined with
NASCAR,ʼʼ Drager said. “Before
there was a NASCAR, before there
was an ARCA, there was a rela-
tionship between the Marcum and
France families.

“And over all these years and
over all this period of time, we at
ARCA have been fortunate to carve
out a spot in the industry and to be
able to be a constructive part of our
sport. I think this is really just com-
ing back full circle to where things
started. This provides
ARCA with sustain-
ability.

“Weʼre all looking
toward the future and
trying to figure out
where we need to be

and how best to stabilize and come
together to make the sport
stronger. I think a coming-together
is a good way to do it.”

ARCA will continue to operate
under its current structure through
the 2019 season. Details of the
2020 season and beyond will be
forthcoming. But much of what
makes this union appealing is the
unique market ARCA has long
served and making that part of the
NASCAR umbrella.

And Jim France, one of the cru-
cial forces behind this new alliance,
has proven himself a master of mo-
torsports mergers. He brought to-
gether sportscar racingʼs
GRAND-AM Road Racing and
American Le Mans Series in 2012,
creating a thriving and “modern-
ized” International Motor Sports As-
sociation (IMSA).

“There arenʼt many industries,
particularly sports franchises or
leagues, that support an industry
the way the France family and Mar-
cum-Drager family has. And for
them to join forces and come back
together after all these years, I
think thatʼs a compliment to not just
their families, but a big message to
motorsports participants, whether a
car owner, crew member or partici-
pant, or fan,ʼʼ NASCAR Vice Chair-
man Mike Helton said. “I think it
shows that both of those families
believe in the future of stock car
racing and motorsports.ʼʼ

For Drager, the future is about
increased opportunity and the abil-
ity to feature the best of ARCAʼs of-
fering in drivers, venues and
competition. It currently has a
schedule of 20 races, including
nine events at NASCAR national
event venues. This February was a
historic event at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway with Natalie
Decker, 20, becoming the third
woman in ARCAʼs long history to
win a pole at Daytona. The race
was won by a former “NASCAR
Next” driver, Michael Self.

“The relationship is truly seven
decades, and so as you wind on
down the road and build relation-
ships over an extended period of
time, this was always a very natural
relationship, something that just
eventually made sense to formal-
ize,ʼʼ Drager said. “There was really
no timeline on it. I think itʼs just
something that just very gradually
and very naturally happened.ʼʼ



STAFFORD, CT -
There has been no-
body better than Ryan
Preece lately when it
comes to NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour
racing at Stafford
Motor Speedway.

For the second
straight year, Preece
drove the No. 6 TS
Haulers Chevrolet to
Victory Lane at the
trackʼs NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler

200. It continues a hot streak for
the Berlin, Connecticut, driver at
the historic half-mile. Heʼs the first
driver to win the Sizzler in back-to-
back years since Bobby Santos III
in 2013-14.

“Winning the Sizzler, itʼs a big
deal,” Preece said. “Guys 30 years
from now, they are going to think of
me how I think of Bugsy (Stevens),
Richie (Evans) and Ted (Christo-
pher) right now. I want to move up,
but at the same time, I want to cre-
ate a name for myself.”

Preece, who won his second ca-
reer NASCAR Xfinity Series event
at Bristol Motor Speedway on April
14, has finished inside the top two
in seven of his last eight Stafford
starts, and has now been victorious
in six of his last 16 Whelen Modi-
fied Tour races driving for Ed Par-
tridge.

Preece won two of three events
at Stafford last year, finishing run-

ner-up in the other.
The victory was the 21st career

in Whelen Modified Tour competi-
tion for Preece, and his eighth at
Stafford.

To get the latest win, Preece had
to gamble a little. He stayed out on
the track for the entire first half of
the race, while other competitors
pitted. After leading for a long
stretch, he began to fall back after
losing the point on Lap 115. He got
caution he needed on Lap 152, and
pitted for three new Hoosier tires.
The 27-year-old began his drive to
the front and took the lead from ris-
ing star Chase Dowling on lap 171,
never looking back en route to the
win.

Preece led a race-high 91 laps,
including the final 29.

Dowling, who led 69 laps, fin-
ished second. It was the third
straight top 10 finish for the Rox-
bury, Connecticut, driver to open
the season and his best career fin-
ish at Stafford, where he is also a
full-time SK Modified competitor as
part of the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series.

“Overall, it was a pit strategy
race, and we had a fast car all day,”
Dowling said. “Iʼm just trying to
soak in everything we have and I
appreciate all of these good runs
that we have been having.”

Rowan Pennink scored his sec-
ond straight podium finish back
from injury with a third. Patrick
Emerling, who led 40 laps, and

Craig Lutz rounded out the top five.
Jon McKennedy was sixth, fol-

lowed by Matt Swanson, Justin
Bonsignore, Timmy Solomito and
Rob Summers.

Bonsignore holds a one-point
lead over Dowling, and a five-point
advantage over Lutz.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track in Massa-
chusetts at Seekonk Speedway on
Saturday, June 2..

K&N West Doubleheader

Set for Tucson
ROSEVILLE, CA - Twice as

much will be on the line when the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series West
travels to Arizona for a double-
header event at Tucson Speedway
on Saturday.

Bill McAnally Racingʼs trio of
drivers aim to capitalize on the op-
portunity as competitors will be

going for championship points in
two races on the same day at the
3/8-mile oval, with the Port of Tuc-
son twin 100-lap races.

BMR drivers Derek Kraus and
Cole Rouse each have one series
start at Tucson. Rouse had a
fourth-place finish there as a rookie
in 2016, and Kraus finished sixth
there while making his series debut
a year ago. A third BMR driver,
Hailie Deegan, is early in her rookie
season in the series and will be
making her first Tucson start in a
K&N car.

Kraus drove BMRʼs No. 16
NAPA AUTO PARTS Toyota Camry
to victory in this yearʼs K&N West
season opener at Kern County
Raceway Park. The 16-year-old
from Stratford, Wisconsin is in his
second year of series competition,
after winning the rookie title in
2017.
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Straight Stafford Spring Sizzler

Ryan Preece captured his second straight NAPA Spring Sizzler

victory at Stafford Motor Speedway. (MIKE IVINS/NASCAR [photo)





MESQUITE, TX -
“I heard Ted Johnson
telling me to get my
ass in gear,” an elated
Donny Schatz said
after making a late
race pass on Brad
Sweet to capture the
finale of the Texas
Outlaw Nationals at
Devilʼs Bowl Speed-
way. Sweet led the

first 25 laps, but settled for second
with Shane Stewart completing the
podium.

For the second night in a row,
Jason Johnson paced the field in
Qualifying and won his heat race.
Brad Sweet edged his boss Kasey
Kahne to take the Craftsman Club
Dash, earning the pole for the 30-
lap Feature.

Sweet set a torrid pace as
Schatz and Stewart waged war for
the runner-up position. Schatz
wrestled the runner-up position
away from Stewart on the eighth
circuit and set his eyes on the
leader. The lone caution during the
race flew on Lap 11 as Tucker
Klaasmeyer lost the handle on his
Keith Kunz No.67K.

Stewart edged in front of Schatz
on the double-file restart, but
Schatz re-gained control of second
down the backstretch. Sweet con-
tinued to lead and navigated traffic
at a quick pace, but Schatz stayed
with the Grass Valley, CA native
through traffic and began to close
on the bottom side of the speed-
way.

Sweet, who won the Texas Out-
law Nationals last year, continued
to pound the cushion as Schatz
showed his nose underneath him.
With anticipation building amongst
the crowd, Schatz powered off of
the bottom of turn four to take com-
mand of the top spot and never
look back.

“What an awesome race track.
They gave us a top and bottom, the
bottom was tricky, but if it was easy,
everyone would be doing it,”
Schatz said. The win for Schatz
was his fifth of the 2018 season
and was worth $20,000 and the
Ted Johnson Memorial trophy.

“Ted looked after his people, he
had great relationships with his
guys. He had a serious passion,
not only for his guys, but for putting
on a great race. I remember watch-
ing him bounce up and down be-

cause Steve [Kinser] and Sammy
[Swindell] were putting on a show,”
Schatz reminisced of the late great
Johnson. “He was a race fan.”

Sweet settled for second and
was in good spirits, but under-
standably disappointed as he was
searching for the first win of the
season. “Thatʼs the difference be-
tween winning and losing and
Donnyʼs the best at it. The race
track was great, it slicked off with
multiple grooves,” Sweet said.

Shane Stewart was pleased with
his podium finish, “This is a special
place for me. I have a lot of friends
and family out here, so to finish on
the podium is special. I wish we
could have been fighting for the
lead up there, it was a great race, I
watched it.”

Logan Schuchart charged from
12th to finish fourth for his second
consecutive top-five finish with
crowd favorite Jason Johnson com-
pleting the top five. After changing
motors after his Heat, David Gravel
bounced back with the KSE Hard
Charger award coming from 19th to
complete the top ten.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series heads to Missouri
next for a date at Lake Ozark
Speedway on Friday, May 4 before
making its annual trip to the Salina
Highbanks Saturday, May 5. If you
canʼt make it to the track, be sure
to watch all the action LIVE on
DIRTVision.com!

Daryn Pittman

Scores Third Win

in Four Starts

with Devilʼs Bowl

Triumph
MESQUITE, TX - Daryn Pittman

is on a roll. The Owasso, OK native
earned his third win in his last four
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series starts on the opening
night of the Texas Outlaw Nationals
at Devilʼs Bowl Speedway. Logan
Schuchart scored his best finish of
the season in second with Jason
Johnson completing the podium.

The night started off with a bang
with Jason Johnson breaking a 19-
year old Devilʼs Bowl track record
in Qualifying with a lap of 13.306.
Daryn Pittman won the Craftsman
Club Dash, earning the pole for the
25-lap Feature.

Pittman led the opening circuit,
but it was fourth-starting Jason
Johnson that brought the crowd to
their feet charging from fourth to
the lead on the second lap only for
it to be negated by a caution for
Ryan Robinson. Pittman saw John-
son utilize the cushion and elected
the top on the double-file restart.
Johnson restarted third with
Schuchart alongside Pittman on
the front row.

Pittman established a healthy
lead as Johnson followed suit
around the cushion. With the top of
the speedway clearly the preferred
line, lapped traffic was stacking up
in front of Pittman, allowing the rest
of the field to close in on the Kasey
Kahne Racing No.9. Just as John-
son was ready to make a bid for the
lead on Lap 13, the Yellow Flag
flew for Texan Channin Tankersley.

The caution cleared Pittman of

traffic and gave him an open track,
which was essential given the rac-
ing surface. The double-file restart
allowed Schuchart to roll by John-
son around the top for the second
spot. Pittman would approach traf-
fic one more time in the closing
laps, allowing Schuchart and John-
son to close the gap to under a sec-
ond at the finish. It was Pittmanʼs
75th career World of Outlaws vic-
tory.

“I knew the place to be was
going to be on the top, I just didnʼt
know that it was going to be on Lap
2. We obviously got real lucky there
with the caution,” Pittman said in
Victory Lane. “This car is a lot of
fun to drive right now. It speaks vol-
umes to the progress this Ionomy
team has made this season, we
have gone from the lowest of lows
to this.

Pittman wasnʼt the only one fired
up with the victory as his crew chief
Justin Adams was pumped up to
win at the historic facility, “Iʼve
never won at Devilʼs Bowl before.
This is bad ass.”

“I got one of my first Outlaw wins
here back in 2000. Iʼve got a lot of
friends and family here and it is
even better to see them in Victory
Lane,” Pittman added.

When asked about the untimely
cautions, Jason Johnson, despite
finishing third, was in good spirits,
“Thatʼs racing. Devilʼs Bowl is one
of my favorite tracks and itʼs an
honor to be able to run up front
here with the World of Outlaws.”

Logan Schuchart had his best
outing of the 2018 season and was
pleased his Shark Racing No.1S all
night. “Weʼve always had speed
here, the driver just needs to his
job,” Schuchart said with a smile
before referencing the big pay day
tomorrow night.

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Crowd at Devilʼs Bowl
with Late Race Pass

DONNY SCHATZ

(PAUL ARCH photo)

Daryn Pittman stears his #9 Ionomy sprint car through the turn.

(PAUL ARCH photo)



(Continued…)

Donny Schatz fin-
ished fourth with Brad
Sweet completing the
top five. Pittmanʼs car
owner Kasey Kahne
was strong all night
coming home in sixth.

The World of Out-
laws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series return to
action at Devilʼs Bowl
Speedway tomorrow,
Saturday, April 28,
2018. The 40th An-
niversary Celebration
of the Series will pay
$20,000 to the winner

of the Feature, if you canʼt make it
to the track DIRTVision.com is your
one stop shop for live streaming of
the World of Outlaws!

David Gravel

Tames

Lightning-Fast

Surface at Cotton

Bowl for First

Win of 2018
PAIGE, TX - After being rained

out twice earlier in the year at the
facility, but the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series finally
completed the event at Cotton Bowl
Speedway. David Gravel and the
CJB Motorsports No.5 team swept
the entire evening en route to pick-
ing up his first win of the 2018 sea-
son. Brad Sweet and Jason
Johnson completed the podium.

David Gravel started off his
clean sweep of the program by set-
ting fast time over the field with a
lap of 13.832. Gravel went on to
win his Heat Race and the Crafts-

man Club Dash to earn the pole for
the 35-lap Feature.

With the amount of rain Cotton
Bowl Speedway received over the
past week, the track continued to
get faster throughout the evening.
Gravelʼs fastest lap in the Dash
was an eye-opening 13.276, nearly
three-tenths under the existing
track record and .556 faster than
his lap in Qualifying, that paced the
field. Gravel's fastest lap in the
Feature was a 13.598. 

An opening lap Red Flag for
Clyde Knipp, who slightly rolled
over in turn one, reset the field.
Gravel led the field down the
frontstretch once again and began
expanding his lead.

Brad Sweet cut the gap to less
than a car-length with seven laps,
giving flashbacks to Cotton Bowl
fans that attended the World of
Outlaws race at the facility in 2016,
that saw Sweet steal the victory in
thrilling fashion that night. It was
not meant to be for Sweet tonight
as Gravel powered by two lapped
cars to seal his first victory of the
season and a clean sweep on the
evening.

“This is what this team deserves.
Iʼve got to thank Barry, Derek, Zach
and everyone that worked on this
car to make it go fast,” Gravel said.
“Weʼve been running decently, just
not getting into Dashes. Track po-
sition was huge tonight. The track
was really heavy and got faster all
night. Going green-to-checkered
was a little tiring,” the Watertown,
CT native added.

When asked about Sweet
pulling within striking distance,
Gravel said, “I heard him. Turn
three and four were so tricky
tonight. It was a long overdue first
win of the year. Hopefully, we can
pick up from last year and get
going” Gravel, an 18-time winner a
year ago, crossed the line 1.453

seconds ahead of Sweet for the
35th win of his career.

Sweet was pleased with his sec-
ond-place effort, “The lapped cars
were so tricky. We had a shot there,
but David did a great job getting by
those last few lapped cars. Weʼll
move on to Devilʼs Bowl the next
two nights and try and pick up a vic-
tory.”

Jason Johnson made some dar-
ing moves early in the event to
move into third and secure the
podium finish. The Eunice, LA na-
tive acknowledged his previous
racing career around this region
and how great it is to come back
with the World of Outlaws before
thanking the fans for coming out on
a Thursday evening.

Cory Eliason continued his
strong start to the season with a
fourth-place finish with Daryn
Pittman completing the top-five.
Nine-time Series Champion and
current points leader Donny Schatz
suffered from a rare mechanical
issue as his Tony Stewart Racing
No.15 visibly battled an ailing front
end as he limped to a ninth-place
finish. The World of Outlaws Crafts-
man Sprint Car Series returns to
action at its birthplace, Devilʼs Bowl
Speedway, Friday and Saturday for
the Series 40th Anniversary Cele-
bration! If you canʼt make it to the
track, be sure to watch all the ac-
tion LIVE on DIRTVision.com!

McDowell
Rebounds

for
Tennessee

Tipoff
Finale

MARYVILLE, TN -
The fifth annual Ten-
nessee Tipoff at
Smoky Mountain
Speedway concluded
on Saturday evening
where Dale McDowell
led flag-to-flag in the
50-lap main event to

claim the $10,000 check and col-
lect his second World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series vic-
tory of the 2018 season.

Just one night prior, the driver of
Chickamauga, GA was forced to
retire early on lap 33 due to exten-
sive damage on the No.17m.

“Everybody worked hard on it
last night and today,” said McDow-
ell. “Shane (McDowell) had to go
back [to the shop] to get some
parts and that was a big part of it.
Last night we actually turned our

transponder in because we didnʼt
think we were going to make it but
we were able to fix it. We had to ac-
tually go rob some parts off of
Scottʼs (Bloomquist) new car at the
shop so we did that and I guess
heʼs alright with that. Thanks to
Sweet-Bloomquist Race Cars and
everybody thatʼs involved.”

McDowell started on the outside
of the pole next to defending Series
Champion Brandon Sheppard. On
the first lap, McDowell comman-
deered the lead position and never
looked back. He was able to de-
fend the top spot from hard-charg-
ing Chris Madden who claimed
second on lap two.

“The track got pretty one-lane
there so as soon as they started
going with the single-file restarts, I
really didnʼt want to catch those
guys [in the back],” said McDowell.
“I was just trying to buy my time
until I got to them just in case
something happened. You just
never know when youʼre right on
somebody. It leaves the second-
place guy in control basically if
something happened.”

“The funny thing is that we lost
the ignition box and just thankfully I
thought to reach down and switch
ignition boxes,” continued McDow-
ell. “I thought tonight was going to

be over too. I think thatʼs about the
first time in my career that I re-
membered I had two ignitions, as
long as Iʼve raced. Anyways, that
worked out for us.”

The winner of Fridayʼs Ten-
nessee Tipoff feature, Madden set-
tled for second despite his
relentless effort trying to chase
down McDowell.

“I still am very proud of the guys
on my racecar, you know, we have
an extremely good racecar right

(Continued on Next Page…)
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David Gravel readies himself to start the race. (PAUL ARCH photo)
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Dale McDowell does his victory

dance after his flag-to-flag win

at Smoky Mountain Speedway.

(MICHAEL MOATS photo)



(Continued…)

now and a well-balanced car. I still
think we had the better car in the
race tonight but the racetrack
wouldnʼt allow it to shine tonight.”

Sheppard also rebounded from
his Friday night performance at
Smoky Mountain Speedway, where
on lap three he was sidelined with
mechanical issues. His Rocket1
Racing crew of Danny White,
Austin Hargrove, and Joel Rogers
made the appropriate changes on
Friday night to get Sheppard back
on the podium on Saturday.

“Considering last night, weʼre
really happy with tonight. Dale and
Madden both have a lot of laps

around this place and Iʼve only been here a few
times and to be able to run third to them guys
feels pretty good. We were a little bit too snug
there when the track rubbered-up but hats off to
my guys for getting this thing turned around for
us so we could make the race tonight.”

The World of Outlaws Craftsman Late Model
Series returns to action next week with stops at
three tracks in three days including on Lavonia
Speedway (GA) on Thursday, May 3, Cherokee
Speedway (SC) on Friday, May 4 and Senoia
Raceway (GA) for the Billy Clanton Classic on
Saturday, May 5.

Chris "Smokey"

Madden Collects First Series

Win of 2018 at Smoky

Mountain Speedway
MARYVILLE, TN- Chris “Smokey” Madden

swept the evening at Smoky Mountain Speed-
way for the first of two nights for the 5th annual
Tennessee Tipoff. The driver of the Barry Wright
Race Cars House Car claimed the PFC Fast
Time award, his heat win and led all 50 laps of
the Craftsman Club Feature.

“Weʼve had a great racecar all night ever
since we unloaded,” said Madden in Victory
Lane. “We were off just a little when we hot
lapped, then we tuned up and man, we got
this thing dialed right up where it needs to
be.”

Madden has been on the brink of collect-
ing his first win of the season every time he
has hit the track. The Gray Court, SC driver
has finished on the podium during all five
races so far this season, including two sec-
ond-place finishes at Volusia Speedway
Park and a pair of third place, finishes last
weekend at Whynot Motorsports Park. With
the addition of this win, Madden now sits on
top of the Series point standings.

“I told my guys if we just keep clicking off
top two or three, you know, we could have
run second both nights last week but we
were going for the win and thatʼs what hap-
pens. It pays off in the long run and we got
us a win tonight.Iʼd like to thank God for what
he does for me and ask everyone to pray for
Timothy [Culp]. I donʼt know what happened
to him but we donʼt want to see nobody get
hurt.”

The first caution of the race was on lap two
when Culp slowed on the backstretch. He was
hit with some debris from the track causing him
to be sidelined for the rest of the evening. The
2018 rookie of the year contender was cleared
by the medical staff in the ambulance at the
track and states that heʼs doing OK.

There was a total of three cautions during the
50-lap event. The second caution was on lap
three as the defending Series Champion Bran-
don Sheppard slowed due to mechanical issues
between turns one and two. He was running
fourth at the time but was forced to retire from
the race. The third caution occurred on lap 33
for debris on the track.

Although there were three separate cautions
which regrouped the field, Madden was never
seriously challenged for the lead. At the half-way
point, he had created more than five seconds
between him and the rest of the field.

The 2015 World of Outlaws Champion Shane
Clanton finished second. The Georgia Bull-
dog commandeered the position from 2017
Rookie of the Year, and pole-sitter of the race,
Devin Moran on lap 19.

“Maybe we can make our car a little better
and steal some secrets from [Madden] or some-
thing,” said Clanton. “Right now, heʼs pretty

tough. He should have won last week because
he had the best car at the end of the race but
we just snuck by him (for second) and we al-
most won last week. Overall, a good car. This
capital car is pretty good right now so hopefully
we can just maintain what weʼre doing and just
keep running one [or] two.”

Clanton is currently fourth in the point stand-
ings with his best finishes being at the Series'
last two races where he has finished second.

Moran collected his first top-five finish of the
season on Friday at Smoky Mountain Speed-
way.

“Obviously, we wanted to go out there and
win but Chris and Barry [Wright] and them guys
did a great job. They were a rocket ship tonight.
Shane got by us for second but we were trying
to hold him off. After the start of the season, it
feels like a win for us. Man, we have been strug-
gling with the Outlaws. To get a run like this to
get us back up there in the points a little bit. Weʼll
just try to put it together a little better and try
again tomorrow night.”

The World of Outlaws Craftsman Late Model
Series returns to Smoky Mountain Speedwayʼs
4/10-mile high-banked red clay oval tomorrow
night for the final evening of the 5th annual Ten-
nessee Tipoff.
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Chris Madden (44) pressures Dale McDowell (17m) for the lead. (MICHAEL MOATS photo)



MACON, IL -
Going back-to-back
with the Lucas Oil Late
Model Dirt Series,
Bobby Pierce fought
his way to victory at
Macon Speedway on
Saturday night. Pierce
held off a fiercely chal-
lenging Ryan Unzicker
to win the St. Louis U-
Pic-A-Part 100.

Unzicker briefly
took the lead coming

off of turn number four on lap 93,
but Pierce battled back regaining
the top spot a lap later. Pierce held
off a furious charge from Unzicker
on the final lap to score the win.
Shannon Babb took third, as the
home state drivers swept the top
three finishers. Jonathan Daven-
port came home in third just ahead
of Josh Richards, last year's event
winner.

In Lucas Oil Victory lane for the
seventh time in his career, Pierce
commented on his win. "Heading
into the weekend I didn't think I
would win two races. If I did win
one I thought it might be here. I got
a little nervous there in traffic and
then I hit the wall coming out of turn
four. I think Big C was looking down
on me after that. Man, I am glad to
be back home. We go to so many
tracks this year that I have never
been to before. You have got to
have laps at these tracks and fortu-
nately the last two nights that was
the case. There is nothing that
compares to this track. Just glad to
get these wins, thanks to all my
crew, family and sponsors," said
the 21-year-old before an appre-
ciative crowd.

Unzicker thrilled the crowd with
his daring moves throughout the
race. "I couldn't beat him [Pierce] in
a Pierce car and now I can't in the
Rocket he's driving. He [Pierce] is
a tough competitor. Glad to see him
back here. He has a nice team
there. We have been busting our
tails in the garage and it paid off
here tonight. This is one of my fa-
vorite tracks to run on. I feel like our
programs been pretty good and the
finish tonight just proves it."

Babb was in the hunt the entire
distance as he came home in third.
"I felt like we had a pretty good car.
I was just biding my time there. I
just let the laps go by. Ryan was
good on the restarts. We got into
traffic and he [Unzicker] got by me.
It was a really good race and to run

good here it's always nice to come
home again."

The winner's Dunn-Benson Mo-
torsports, Rocket Chassis is pow-
ered by a Pro Power Racing
Engine and sponsored by: Camp-
bell University, Dunn-Benson Ford,
Allgayer Inc., Hoker Trucking,
Champion Spark Plugs, Premier
Waste Services, Berger's Marina,
Carnaghi Towing, Sunoco Race
Fuels, and Advanced Racing Sus-
pension.

Completing the top ten were Tim
McCreadie, Jimmy Owens, Don
O'Neal, Hudson O'Neal, and Jason
Feger.

Pierce Scores

Emotional

Tri-City Triumph
GRANITE CITY, IL - Bobby

Pierce scored his first Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series win of the
season on Friday night at Tri-City
Speedway. The 21-year-old re-
turned to his home state for the first
time this season and led all 50 laps
on his way to win the
RockAuto.com Busch 50 - pre-
sented by Campbell University.
Pierce withstood a late-race chal-
lenge from Tim McCreadie to be-
come the eighth different winner on
the tour in 2018. McCreadie fin-
ished in second, followed by Jimmy
Owens, Kyle Bronson, and Brian
Shirley.

Pierce's win came just one week
after the Dunn Benson Motorsports
patriarch and car owner, Carlton
Lamm passed away. Joined by his
team and family, an emotional vic-
tory lane took place after claiming
his sixth career LOLMDS win.

After tonight's win, Pierce moves
to sixth in the championship stand-

ings on his first full-year on the
LOLMDS tour. "When you race on
the Lucas Oil Series, these guys
are the best there is. I really wanted
to get that win for Big C. I know he's
up there watching. Just a big
thanks to everyone, especially my
crew they have worked so hard. It's
been a week to 10 days. Thanks for
my sponsors for sticking with me,
and thanks to all the fans for com-
ing out tonight."

Pierce dominated most of the
race, which saw only one caution
flag in the early stages. Over the
last half of the race, Pierce battle
fiercely with lapped traffic, which al-
lowed several drivers to close the
gap on him. Bronson took a shot at
the top groove but lost two spots as
McCreadie and Owens moved by
him. McCreadie then closed in on
Pierce, but could not get by as
Pierce held his groove on the bot-
tom of the track. McCreadie had
one last chance heading to the
checkered flag as Pierce drifted up
ever so slightly coming off of turn
four, but Pierce had enough mo-
mentum to take the win.

"It seems like that was the

longest race I have ever run," said
the winner afterwards. "I kind of
wanted a caution towards the end
to clear out the track. I didn't think
anyone would have a chance to
pass me on the outside. My experi-
ence here at this track was crucial;
sometimes it all comes down to
qualifying. That's where a lot of
races are won or lost. After hot laps
I was a little bit worried. I went out
there and qualified by setting fast
time. Starting up front was better
than starting in the second row."

McCreadie's Sweeteners Plus,
Longhorn recorded its best series
finish of the year as he continues to
make gains in the championship
point standings. "We have had a
really good car lately. I tried to
make the cushion work early on,
but it was going away quickly. I
wish I had gotten to second about
ten laps earlier, and then I think I
would have had a better shot at him
[Pierce]."

Jimmy Owens' Ramirez Motor-
sports, E3 Spark Plugs, Rocket
took a podium finish coming home
in third place. "Our car wouldn't fire
early on, but after that one caution
it seemed to go a lot better. We got
up to third and pretty much rode it
out from there. We had some tough
luck last weekend, but it feels good
to get a good finish tonight," said
the three-time series champion.

The winner's Dunn-Benson Ford
Motorsports, Rocket has a Pro
Power Racing Engine and is spon-
sored by: Campbell University, All-
gayer Inc, Hoker Trucking, Premier
Waste Services, Berger's Marina,
Sunoco, and Advanced Racing
Suspensions.

Completing the top ten were
Jonathan Davenport, Darrell Lani-
gan, Chris Simpson, Don O'Neal,
and Billy Drake.
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Back in Illinois

Bobby Pierce takes Illinois Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series races

by storm. (LUCAS OIL LM DIRT SERIES photo)

Bobby Pierce takes his “Smooth Operator” #32 through the paces

and wins both Illinois Lucas Oil LM Dirt race this weekend. (PAUL

ARCH photo)



H O H E N WA L D ,
TN - On the road to
shake down his car
before the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series presented by
Sawblade.com heads
for Pennsylvania,
Mark Smith picked up

a cool $2,000 at Tennessee Na-
tional Raceway with the ASCS Mid-
South Region on Saturday night.

National Raceway, Smith
worked through a Heat and Quali-
fier format to position the Optilu-
men LED Lighting No. M1 on the
pole of the night's 25-lap feature
event. Chased by Blake Hahn, the
Griffith Truck and Equipment No.
52 grabbed the lead for a moment
in the early laps, but would be shuf-
fled back to second as the caution
flew.

Unchallenged from there, Smith
clicked off the 25th lap a half
straightaway ahead of the field.

Blake Hahn would hold onto to
finish second with Johnny Herrera
moving to the final podium step
after starting sixth. Moving up from
10th, Cody Gardner claimed fourth
with Brian Bell scoring the Stealth
Recovery Hard Charger of the
Night with a run from 15th to fifth.

Harli White crossed sixth with
Ernie Ainsworth seventh. Howard
Moore, Justin Webb, and Curt Ter-
rell made up the night's top-ten.

The ASCS Mid-South Region
rolls again on Saturday, May 12
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com at I-30 Speedway in Lit-
tle Rock, Ark.

Matt Covington

Victorious in Lucas Oil

ASCS Debut at

Paducah International

Raceway
ADUCAH, KY - Using every inch

of banking at the Paducah Interna-
tional Raceway on Friday night,
Oklahoma's Matt Covington parked
his T&L Foundry No. 95 in Victory
Lane in the Lucas Oil American
Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com debut at the West-
ern Kentucky oval.

"I had a great time racing here

and we had a really good car. This
is my kind of track with the high
banks and the wall all the way
around. I like to get up there and
lean on that wall and tonight we just
had really good speed. We've had
good speed all year. We knew if we
just kept doing what we were
doing, it would pay off and it is,"
stated Matt.

With Chick Magnet Motorsports
CEO, Josh Hegwood, joining the
Covington/Graves Motorsports
team in Victory Lane, the native of
Knoxville, Iowa was all smiles with
checkered flag in hand, "I think
Josh has been with me for about
five years, but this might be the first
time he's actually got the chance to
be in Victory Lane to be in the pic-
ture with me"
Covington's sixth career win with
the Lucas Oil American Sprint Car
Series presented by Sawblade.
com, the 25-lap feature began from
the third starting spot. Holding the
position through the first start, the
red flew before the field could com-
plete the lap as race leader, Scott
Bogucki, flipped in turns one and
two. Scott was unharmed.

Rolling back to the green with
Carson Short and Mark Smith now
on the front row, the Mach Chassis
No. M1 bolted to the point with Matt
Covington making it three wide
through the first and second turns
to grab second from the No 21x.

Chasing into traffic, Covington
began to diamond the corners of
the three-eighths-mile oval. Work-
ing the sixth lap, Covington worked
past Smith for the point. Exchang-
ing slid jobs with Covington able to
answer on each occasion, the No.
95 would eventually start to pull an
advantage as traffic became heav-

ier.
Pulling to nearly a straightaway

advantage, the race for the second
spot heated up with Tony Stewart
running down Smith as the pair
worked through traffic. Getting to
the runner-up spot on Lap 16, the
caution flew as the field worked the
following lap. Reverting to the last
fully completed lap, Covington re-
turned to speed with a pair of
lapped cars between himself and
Stewart.

With the advantage of clean air,
Matt Covington quickly grew his ad-

vantage to over a half straightaway
at the checkered flag. Tony Stewart
held onto second with Mark Smith
picking the final podium step. Mov-
ing through from 13th, Seth
Bergman worked his way to fourth,
and with it, took over the top spot in
the 2018 series standings by a
dozen points. Earning Friday's CP-
Carrillo Hard Charger of the Night,
Wayne Johnson advanced position
10 times to round out the top-five.

Matching Johnson's passing
total, Blake Hahn followed the No.
2c to sixth from 16th. Making his
first feature start with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com, Carson
Short crossed seventh with Howard
Moore eighth from 18th. Tim Craw-
ley and Morgan Turpen completed
the top-ten.

With a field of 33 drivers check-
ing in at Paducah International
Raceway, the field was split into
four Heat Races with Tony Stewart,
Johnny Herrera, Mark Smith, and
Matt Covington picking up wins.
The night's BMRS B-Main went to
Mason Daniel. Provisionals were
utilized by Travis Rilat and Harli
White.

Next stop for the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car Series pre-
sented by Sawblade.com is
Williams Grove Speedway on Fri-
day, May 4 and Selinsgrove Speed-
way on Saturday, May 5. Both are
co-sanctioned with The Capital
Renegade United Race Club. 

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).
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Mark Smith visits Tennessee National Racwayʼs victory lane on his

way to Pennsylvania. (LARRY CHASE photo)

Matt Covington is joined by friends and family in victory lane after

winning the feature at Paducah International Raceway Friday

night. ( ALLEN HORCHER photo)



Bowman Gray

Stadium
When brothers

Burt and Jason Myers
pulled up to Bowman
Gray Stadium on Sat-
urday, they couldnʼt
have planned for a
better night. Burt
Myers claimed the
pole and the win in the
first Modified race with
Jason winning the sec-
ond.The most impor-
tant lap for Burt Myers
in the Bradʼs Golf Cars
Modified Series was
his qualifying lap.

Myers turned a 13.365, the fastest
lap of the night. That put him start-
ing on the pole with second-fastest
qualifier Tim Brown of Tobaccoville
starting beside him on the out-
side.During the initial start, Myers
and Brown clashed, banging nerf
bars against each other. Myers
emerged the leader with Brown
falling back to second. Brandon
Ward of Winston-Salem was right
there in third ready to capitalize on
any mistakes.Myers never faltered,
leading the rest of the way to take
the checkered in the first 25-lapper.
“You never count anything until you
take that checkered flag,” said
Myers. “This is a dream come true
for me. God has blessed me with
the ability to be a part of this - and
my family to be here. It never gets
old. And Iʼm never going to take it
for granted.”

The “Madhouse Scramble” draw
placed Randy Butner of Pfafftown
on the 
pole for the second 25-lap race.
Daniel Yates was right beside him
on the outside and ready to take
down his first career Modified
win.But disaster struck for Yates
during the opening start as he col-
lided hard with the guard rail, tak-
ing him out of the race. Jason
Myers, who was slated to start
fourth, was moved up to an outside
row start. The younger Myers
brother took advantage of the situ-
ation and shot out into the lead.

Jason Myers stayed at the head
of the pack to take the victory. “I
hated the 18 [of Daniel Yates] got
his car tore up. I thought we were
going to have a good race, but it
opened the door for me to get to
the front row,” said Jason Myers.
“Randy [Butner] ran me clean. I
canʼt ask for much more than that
– me and Randy have been racing
clean for years. I donʼt know what
we did to this thing, but it was awful
good that second race.”

In the Texas Steak & Tap House

Sportsman Series, Derek Stoltz of
Walkertown turned the tables on
his horrible fortune from last week.
After being taken out of the lead in
the season-opening Sportsman
race, Stoltz returned to grab the
checkered on Saturday. Dylan
Ward of Winston-Salem gave
Stoltz a few stout taps to the rear
bumper, threatening to take the
lead away. But as the race went on,
Wardʼs car seemed to worsen –
until his car broke on the white flag
lap. Ward crossed the finish line in
third, with Andrew Durham of Win-
ston-Sale slipping to the inside to
steal second away from Ward.Tay-
lor Branch of Lewisville claimed the
win in the second Sportsman race
– an emotional victory after the
passing of his mother earlier in the
year.

Spencer Martin of Winston-
Salem held off Billy Gregg of Lex-
ington to take the victory in the
20-lapper for the Law Offices of
John Barrow Street Stock Series.
And in the Q104.1 Stadium Stock
Series, Grayson Keaton of
Mocksville and A.J. Sanders of
Mocksville each brought home a
win on Saturday.

Carteret County Speedway
SWANSBORO, NC – Chris

Burns dominated for much of Sat-
urday nightʼs 80-lap Late Model
race at Carteret County Speedway,
coming away with his first win of
the season and his fifth career Late
Model win.

In the first half of the race, Burns
swapped the lead back-and-forth
with Brandon Clements, with Burns
picking up the $500 halfway
bonus.  In the second half, Burnsʼ
car, which was previously driven by
“Big Jim” Kelley, came to life and
Burns drove away from the field.

“Me and Brandon have a lot of
history racing together,” Burns said
in victory lane.  “It was awesome to
be able to race with him again.
Looking forward to it all year.  The

car was pretty good.  The first half,
I was just trying to save tires a little
bit.  I think we just made the right
adjustments at the halfway break
and it paid off pretty good for us.”

T.J. Barron methodically raced
his way into a runner-up finish, his
best career finish at Carteret
County Speedway.  Barron was ec-
static about the result.

“We worked on this car all day,
since we got here this morning,”
Barron said.  “Thrashing on it.
Changed about everything on the
front end trying to get it to work.  I
knew we were a little bit off, just try-
ing to get this thing to travel.”

Clements was in the mix in the
first half of the race but, in the early
laps of the second half, Clements
faded as far back as fifth.  He was
able to rally for a third place finish.

“Halftime, the first couple laps,
the car was super tight on us,”
Clements said.  “It came in on us
but we already lost so much track
position.  We got something to def-
initely build off of and weʼll have a
good piece the next race.”

Tyler Horne finished in fourth
while Joshua Yeoman finished fifth.

Stephen Sanders snapped a
three-year winless drought with his
victory in the Battlefield Tire Pros
Mini Stock feature, edging out

Travis Provost in a thrilling duel.
The two drivers exchanged the

lead multiple times but, in the clos-
ing laps, Sanders was able to get
around Provost and hold him off.
Provost mounted a late race
charge, but it was not enough to
get around Sanders.

“Itʼs been a long time coming,”
Sanders said.  “Iʼve been winless
for three years.  We run about 60
races a year every year.  Itʼs been a
long, long time coming.  Iʼve got to
thank Travis for running me clean.
I roughed him up a little on a
restart.  He could have done the
same, given me a shot.  Thatʼs rac-
ing.  Iʼve got to thank him for run-
ning me clean.  If it wasnʼt for him
being a that way of a good driver
that way, we couldʼve been in the
wall or something.”

Provost ended up finishing sec-
ond while Duane Walker, Travis
Miller and Randy Hewett rounded
out the top-five.

Caleb Day finished his night with
two wins and a runner-up finish.

Day picked up the win in the
Legends feature race over Brenton
Irving to start out his race – his third
consecutive Legends victory on the
season, including a win at Southern
National back in March.  After that
race, he competed in the Intra-
coastal Crane Works Champ Kart
features, scoring the victory in the
first of their twins and finishing run-
ner-up in the second.

“I reckon we had a good night,”
Day remarked.  “I hate we didnʼt
make it three-in-a-row but, you live
and learn.  We probably could have
done a couple things different with
the Kart, but, go home and, if I de-
cide to run again, do our homework
and decide to get it faster again.”

Daemyn Ottaway scored the vic-
tory in the second Champ Kart fea-
ture by .113 seconds over Day.

Adding to the joy, Calebʼs
(Continued on Next Page…)
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Burt Myers (1) and Tim Brown (83 – outside row) battle for the lead 

during the opening of the first Modified race. (ERIC HYLTON PHO-

TOGRAPHY photo)

Chris Burns (second on left) celebrates with family and friends in

victory lane at Carteret County Speedway. (ERIC CREEL/Carteret

County Speedway photo)



(Continued…)

younger sister, Emily,
finished second in a
Legends race at
Southern National Mo-
torsports Park.

In other divisions:
Adam Resnick held off
Andrew Jackson and
Travis Miller to score
the victory in the U-
CAR feature.  Justin
Hall prevailed in the
Mini Cup feature while
Carmen Odum won in
Jr. Mini Cups.  Johnnie
Johnson scored the
win in the East Coast

Flathead Fords feature.
Carteret County Speedway will

return to action on Saturday, May
12th.  Details about the May 12th
race will be announced in the com-
ing days.

Hickory Motor Speedway
Wonderful weather and action

packed racing would be on the
docket for the Law Offices of Lyn-
don R. Helton Night, PLLC at the
Races at Hickory Motor Speedway
on Saturday night.

Leading off the evening would
be the NASCAR Whelen All Ameri-
can Series Late Models for the first
of two 40 lap features. Ryan Repko
in the #14 would take the pole po-
sition with Austin McDaniel in the
#12 to his outside while Ryan
Millington in the #17 and Craig
Moore in the #1 would make up
row two. Repko and McDaniel
would battle side by side for the top
spot for several laps with Repko
eventually moving to the first posi-
tion. With McDaniel moved up to
the high line and Millington would
move into second. Repko would
look to have the race in hand but
Millington would start methodically
tracking him down and with five
laps to go the defending track
champion would work his way
under Repko. At the checkered flag
Millington would nose ahead for the
win. Repko would finish 2nd while
McDaniel would gain ground on the
lead duo but settle for 3rd. Ty Gibbs
in the #18 and Justin Carroll in the
# 57 would round out the top 5.

Next up would see the Carolina
Custom Golf Carts 4-Cylinders roll
onto the track for 25 laps of action.
Dennis Ward in the #25 would set
the fast time and lead the field to
the green flag with Randy Canipe
in the #09 to his outside. The front
pair would battle for the top spot
with Ward moving to the front.
Ward would lead until problems
would cause him to spin on the

front stretch and put him in the pits.
The #6 of Brian Mundy and the #29
of Allison Houston would both give
chase to the leader. Mundy would
move around for the top spot bring-
ing Houston with him to second.
When the checkered flag would fall
it would find Mundy as the winner
and headed to his first victory lane
celebration as a driver. Houston
would challenge over the closing
laps but would have to settle for
2nd along with Canipe finishing
3rd. Cody Combs in the #9 and
Dennis Trivette in the #28 would
grab 4th and 5th.

The Paramount Auto Group Lim-
ited Late Models would hit the track
next for 50 laps and Round #3 of
the Paramount Kia 'Big 10' Racing
Challenge. Pat Rachels in the #34
would pace the field to the green
flag with Tyler Gregory in the #7
starting to his outside. The action
would be furious and non-stop as
Rachels, Gregory, the #4 of Dylon
Wilson, and the entire 23 car field

would mix it up in their quest for the
top spot. Gregory would move
around Rachels for the top spot
and look as if he would have the
race in hand when contact with a
slower car would send Gregory into
the outside wall and ruin his
chances of a victory. Rachels
would take the opportunity and
move to the point with just five laps
to go. The #1 of Brody Pope would
give Rachels a handful as he would
challenge for top spot. Rachels
would hold off the challenger and
grab the victory with Pope, in his
first Hickory Motor Speedway start,
finishing 2nd. Taylor Gray in the
#15 would finish 3rd, Taylor Nesbitt
in the #92 would come home 4th,
while Brandon Lemke in the #22
would grab 5th.

Hitting the track next would be
the Cosmo Motors Street Stocks
for their 30 lap slugfest. The #18 of

Troy DeMarmels would start from
the top spot with Kevin Eby in the
#03 would start to his outside. De-
Marmels would move to the top
spot but Eby would try repeatedly
to put the pressure on to make the
pass. DeMarmels would hang on to
grab his first victory at the Birth-
place of the NASCAR Stars while
Eby would finish 2nd. The #64 of
Marshall Sutton would take the 3rd
spot after a spirited battle with
Jared Broadbent in the #74. Broad-
bent would finish 4th with Mark
Whitten in the #77 finishing 5th.

The One Design Super Trucks
would roll off next for another hard
fought 35 lap battle. Dakota Slagle
in the #13 and Allen Huffman in the
#51 would make up the front row
starting positions. Huffman would
grab the early lead with Slagle
close behind. Before the end of the
race 5, thatʼs right 5 different lead-
ers would move to the top spot in
the 35 lap affair, but Slagle would
prove too strong and grab the vic-

tory, despite having to restart once
from the rear of the field. Sheflon
Clay in the #15 would finish in the
runner-up position with Huffman
coming home in 3rd. Zach Hale in
the #97 and Josh Stark in the #39
would round out the top 5.

Closing out the night would see
the NASCAR Whelen All American
Series Late Models fire up for the
second 40 lap feature of their dou-
ble header. After a nine car invert
from the finishing order of race
number one Jacob Heafner in the
#95 would start the second 40 lap
feature from the point with Craig
Moore in the #1 just to his outside.
Heafner would jump to the early
lead and pace the field with Moore
making repeated attempts at the
top spot. First race winner, Ryan
Millington in the #17, would make a
methodical charge through the field
with the #12 of Austin McDaniel

close behind, with both drivers
looking for the winnerʼs trophy. Lap
28 would see Millington d reach
Heafner and begin to pressure him.
After a battle for the lead Heafner
would make a crossover move on
Millington and make his bid to take
back the lead. Millington would
eventually power ahead to the lead
in his quest to double up on the
night's races. McDaniel would
make his move around a Heafner
and give chase to the leader.
Millington would prove too strong
on the night and grab the victory,
sweeping the pair of 40 lap fea-
tures. McDaniel would finish close
behind in 2nd with Heafner in his
tracks for 3rd. Justin Carroll in the
#57 would grab the 4th finishing
position while Allen Gordon in the
#15 would finish out the night with a
top 5 finish in 5th.

Next week the CARS Response
Energy Tour makes their first visit
of 2018 to America's Most Famous
Short Track for the Cloer Construc-
tion 300. The CARS Late Models
and Super Late Models will each
do battle for 150 action-packed
laps with rivalryʼs to be settled.. 

In two weeks the NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series will re-
turn to action at Hickory Motor
Speedway with the running of the
Coca-Cola Night at the Races. 

For more info check us out
at www.hickorymotorspeedway.co
m, look for regular updates on
Facebook and Twitter, and also on
Instagram.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Mountain

Empire Fence Co. of Wise, Va.,
presented NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series racing Friday at
Kingsport Speedway, and the good
crowd in attendance on a chilly
night was treated to great action in
all six divisions.

Wayne Hale of Bluff City cap-
tured the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Late Model Stock
Car victory, while Joshua Gobble of
Abingdon, Va., recorded the Modi-
fied Street win,

John Ketron of Kingsport won
the Pure 4 feature, while Kevin
Canter of Abingdon recorded twin
Mod 4 victories. Doug Austin of
Castlewood, Va., captured the Pure
Street win, with Duke Bare of
Meadowview, Va., bringing home
the Vintage class victory.

Zeke Shell was fastest in Late
Model Stock Car qualifying at
15.033 seconds, with defending
track champion Kres VanDyke
close behind at 15.098. The top six
from time trials were inverted, plac-
ing 14-year-old Sullivan South High

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k

Ryan Millington sweeps both Late Model features Saturday night

at Hickory Motor Speedway. (SHERRI STEARNS photo)



School freshman Dil-
lon Hodge on the pole,
with Hale to his out-
side on the front row.

Hale powered into
the lead at the start
over Derrick Lan-
caster, Shell, Hodge
and Robbie Ferguson.
Both Ferguson and
VanDyke got around
Hodge on the third lap
racing off the fourth
turn, which also
opened the door for
Nik Williams to over-
take Hodge for the
sixth spot.

While the top six
cars of Hale, Lancaster, Shell, Fer-
guson, VanDyke and Williams were
running nose-to-tail at lap 20, be-
hind them was a good battle for po-
sition among Hodge, Ronnie
McCarty, Bryson Dennis, Taylor
Coffman, Trey Bayne, Joey Trent
and Derek Lane.

Allen Hawkins slowed in a
shower of sparks coming from un-
derneath the right-front of his car
high in turn two on lap 23 to bring
out what would be the only caution
period in the 60-lap feature.

Off the ensuing double-file
restart, Hale once again grabbed
the lead while behind him Lan-
caster and Shell, along with Fergu-
son and VanDyke, battled
side-by-side for position. Lancaster
moved ahead of Shell racing up off
(turn) two on lap 25, and the next
circuit VanDyke passed Ferguson.

With the race running clean-and-
green following the caution on lap
23, Hale remained in command out
front. Shell turned up the pressure
on lap 45 trying to get around Lan-
caster, and finally on lap 50 racing
off the fourth turn Shell completed
the pass. Over the next couple of
circuits both VanDyke and Williams
worked their way past Lancaster.

But there would be no catching
the veteran Hale out front as he
completed a flag-to-flag run to his
first win of the season over Shell,
VanDyke, Williams and Ferguson.
Completing the top 10 finishers
were Lancaster, McCarty, Bayne,
Lane and Dennis. � Twelve cars
were running on the lead lap at the
checkered flag.

Defending Modified Street
champion Royce Peters jumped
out to the lead at start of the 30-lap
feature over Alan Rich, Trey Lane,
Chase Dixon and Joshua Gobble
(fast-time in qualifying at 15.892
seconds). Gobble quickly worked
his way around young Dixon racing
off turn two on the second lap.

Rich was pressuring Peters for

the lead and on lap 4 racing off the
fourth turn, contact from Rich spun
Peters to bring out the caution.
Both drivers were sent to rear of
the field for the restart.

Back under green Lane got the
lead over Gobble, but on lap 7 be-
tween turns one and two Lane got
loose and spun at exit of the sec-
ond corner. With drivers behind
forced into evasive maneuvers, the
opening closed for Kevin Wolfe and
his car slammed hard first into the
outside concrete wall and then in a
fireball came sliding back down
across the track and hit the inside
retaining wall to see the red flag
displayed so track safety crew
could get to Wolfe s badly dam-
aged car. To cheers from the
crowd, Wolfe was able to walk
away from the grinding crash.

Off the double-file restart Gobble
and Rusty Clendenin battled for the
lead before Gobble took over the
point. Racing action behind them
saw Dixon, Chris Tunnell, Alex
Miller, Paul Shull, and charging
back up through the field were
Lane, Rich and Peters.

Gobble led from lap 7 to the fin-
ish in winning over Lane, Clen-
denin, Rich and Dixon.

Hard racing, upset feelings
among competitors (thrown helmet
while the race was under caution),
aggression behind the wheel, well
you know that must mean Pure 4
excitement at its finest.

A strong field of 27 cars took the
green flag and immediately the rac-
ing action was two- and three-wide
all back through the field. Defend-
ing divisional champion Kenny Ab-
sher jumped out into the lead at
start over Bucky Smith, Dylan
Bates, Brandon Sutherland and
John Ketron. Behind the top five in
running order it was chaos with
several drivers jockeying for real
estate around  The Concrete Jun-
gle. 

Absher, Bates, Ketron and
Bruce Crumbley each led laps dur-
ing the feature, but ultimately the
sole survivor to emerge would be
Ketron as he recorded his third
straight victory. Ketron was chased
to the checkered flag by Suther-
land, Craig Phelps, Josh Collins

and Alexcia Ray.
Kevin Canter brought out the

broom for a little spring cleaning as
he swept twin features for Mod 4.
Canter set fast-time in qualifying at
16.691 seconds, and in the first
race he outran Kirby Gobble, Billy
Duty, Dennis Arnold and Dalton
Thomas. � With the top-eight fin-
ishers from the opener inverted for
the second race, Canter made a
bold move on the opening lap run-
ning the high-line between turns
one and two to pick off four posi-
tions, and as the field roared down
the backstretch still running the out-
side groove he powered into a lead
he would never relinquish. Canter
won over Brad Ball, David Brown,
Duty and Chris Amburgey.

Doug Austin got around early
leader David Strong just before
halfway in the Pure Street feature
and once out front, Austin went on
to capture the victory over Strong,
Jason Herron, Brian Eggers and
Penny Hurd.

The  Virginia Bandit  Duke
Bare grabbed the lead at start of
the 20-lap Vintage feature and won
over William Jones, Calvin Crab-
tree and Will Vannoy.

Rockford Speedway
As far as the climate was con-

cerned, it was a frigid night at
Rockford Speedway. 

As for the action on the track,
Saturday night was one of the
hottest in recent memory. 

Each feature event provided its
own special brand of excitement,
with side-by-side racing and late
race drama the name of the game. 

2013 Rockford Speedway Track
Champion Alex Papini has made
his presence known early in 2018.
The Rockford resident is now 2-for-
2 in the Late Model division follow-
ing a frantic final 8 laps of the
divisionʼs 30 lap feature.

Papini worked his way into the
top three during the first 22 laps of
caution-free racing. But while the
two-time NASCAR State Champion
made his way forward, as many as
six other drivers in the twelve car
starting field were making their
push to challenge for the win, re-
sulting in a full-fledged Battle Royal
for the top positions. 

The only caution flag of the race
flew on lap 22 for Jeff Wakemanʼs
spun vehicle, which set up the push
to the finish. Right before the yel-
low flag, teenager Max Kahler
moved past Dennis Smith Jr to in-
herit the race lead. With Kahler and
Smith occupying the top two spots,
Papini and 2014 Track Champion
Jon Reynolds Jr lined up behind

(Continued on Next Page…)
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Wayne Hale exits his winning racer in Kinsport Speedwayʼs vic-

tory lane Fridazy night. (RANDALL PERRY photo)



(Continued…)

them for the ensuing
restart. Papini was
quick to get by Smith
and Reynolds soon
followed. Papini then
set his sights on
Kahler and the duo
wrestled for the top
spot for the final six cir-
cuits. Coming to the
white flag, Papini
nosed ahead of Kahler
at the line to take the
lead and finished the
job in turn two. The
final scrape for the
lead sent Kahler up

the banking and opened the door
for Reynolds to slip into second
place. 

Papini hit the line in first, with
Reynolds taking home runner-up
honors. Kahler settled for third, his
second straight top-three finish to
start the season. Smith ended up in
fourth while Matt Berger rounded
out the top five. 

The race saw five different lead-
ers in just 30 short laps while Pap-
ini and Reynolds charged from their
10th and 9th starting positions to
take the top two positions. 

The Bargain Hunter Sportsman
feature saw early fireworks, fol-
lowed by a race-long struggle for
the win. 

Terrance Robinson and Howie
Ware battled hard for the lead in
the raceʼs first six laps, before trad-
ing blows and eventually bringing
out the raceʼs first and only yellow
flag. The incident gave the lead to
third-year Sportsman racer Cody
Houseweart, who had the duty of
holding off a small yet mighty field
of challengers. Houseweartʼs main
challenge came from Johnny
Robinson II, who eventually ripped
the lead away from Houseweart on
lap 12. After initially stepping out to
a steady lead, Robinson heard the
footsteps of Houseweart again in
the raceʼs final five laps. Robinson
held off his challengerʼs late ad-
vances to capture the win, his first
of the season. Houseweart finished
a distant second, with 2017 Track
Champion Chad Smith third.
Rookie Sportsman racer Richie
Schinderling placed fourth while
Ware returned to action and sol-
diered to a fifth place finish. 

Aaron Rude and his ʻFabulous
Ford Pintoʼ outran opening night
winner Franc Beldowski to claim
victory in the 25 lap main event for
the Short Trackers. Rude, who
started in eighth position, got to the
front on lap 10 and led the rest of
the way. A mid-race yellow flag

aided Beldowski, who was stuck in
traffic early and fell back to eighth
place. Beldowskiʼs furious charge
came up just short though with a
second place result. 

Rookie Destiny Genore turned in
an impressive effort which resulted
in a third place finish. Todd Snow
led the raceʼs first nine laps and fin-
ished in fourth place, while David
Russel rounded out the top five. 

Austin Fowler and Nick Schnei-
der traded the lead and traded
paint for most of the 20 lap Kick-
start Roadrunner feature with
Fowler eventually coming out on
top in the tussle. Officially the duo
traded the lead four times in twelve
laps before Fowler claimed the top
spot for good on the 16th circuit. 

Schneider came across the line
in second right behind Fowler, with
Brett Garnhardt finishing a solid
third. Justin Wagner collected
fourth while Robby Robinson
rounded out the top five. 

Devin Opsahl won the Roadrun-
ner Challenge ʻForward/Backward
Race.ʼ

Sellinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway officials waited
out a few afternoon rain showers
before race cars took to the smooth
and fast racing surface Saturday
evening and set several new track
records. 

Jason Shultz of Carlisle drove to
his first win of the season in the 25-
lap 360 sprint car feature, holding
off a late-race charge by opening
night winner Davie Franek of Wan-
tage, N.J. The $2,000 victory was
Shultzʼs 16th career at Selinsgrove
at the wheel of the Horstcraft Mill-
works No. 29. 

In qualifying, Cody Keller of
Selinsgrove set a new eight-lap
track record for 360 sprint cars in
2:15.76. 

Bryan Bernheisel of Jonestown
shared the front row with his father
Jim Bernheisel for the start of the
25-lap season opener for super late
models and drove to his fifth career
Selinsgrove victory worth $2,000. 

Brad Mitch of McClure made his
first start of the season in the pro
stock divisionʼs biggest race and
became the third driver to win three
A&A Auto Stores Pro Stock 20s.
Mitch collected $1,000 for the win
in the 17th annual race. Shaun
Lawton of Bloomsburg set a new
one-lap track record of 23.455.

Ryan Zook of Mifflintown made
a thrilling last lap pass coming off
the fourth turn for his second win of
the season in the 12-lap roadrun-
ner race. 

Selinsgrove Speedway will pres-

ent the highly-anticipated first-ever
appearance by the Lucas Oil Amer-
ican Sprint Car Series (ASCS) Na-
tional Tour at 7 p.m. Saturday, May
5, presented by Eleven Oaks Farm
and Mach 1 Chassis. The race will
pay $5,000 to win and $400 to
start. The limited late models and
pro stocks will share the racing
card with the 360 sprint cars. Track
gates will open at 4 p.m

Polesitter Jason Shultz bolted
into the lead at the start of the 360
sprint car main event. Shultz had
third-place starter Ryan Kissinger
chasing him with second-place
starter Kevin Nagy in the third posi-
tion. 

On the eighth lap, a three-car
tangle involving Larry Kelleher,
Mallie Shuster, and Chad Layton in
turn four brought out the caution
flag and regrouped the field for a
lap nine restart. 

When the race resumed, Shultz
held a commanding lead over
Kissinger, third-place starter and
defending champion Davie Franek,
and sixth-place starter Curt
Michael. 

On the 15th circuit, Franek made
an inside pass in turn one by
Kissinger for the second position
and set his sights on Shultz. In the
final five laps, the leaders had to
navigate their way through traffic,
allowing Franek to gain real estate
on Shultz. 

Franek made a last-ditch effort
to steal the lead and win away from
Shultz on the final lap but came up
just .49 of a second short at the fin-
ish line. Shultz was victorious over
Franek, Kissinger, Michael, and
fifth-place starter Derek Locke. 

Jim Bernheisel started on the
pole with his son Bryan Bernheisel
sharing the front row for the drop of
the green flag in the super late
model opener. 

B. Bernheisel beat out of his fa-
ther racing into the first turn for the
early race lead. J. Bernheisel
chased his son around the sweep-
ing half-mile oval while defending
champion and fourth-place starter
Hayes Mattern raced in the third
spot. 

On the fifth circuit, a close battle
for the third spot unfolded between
Mattern and sixth-
place starter Gene
Knaub. The caution
flag unfurled on lap
six when Dan
Greenʼs car spun in
turn four. Greenʼs
car later caught fire
and rolled to a stop
in the same turn on
lap 23. He escaped
injury. 

At the halfway point, the Bern-
heisels raced in the first and sec-
ond spots while Mattern, Knaub,
and third-place starter Randy
Christine held down top five posi-
tions. Mattern made several at-
tempts to get around J. Bernheisel
for second to no avail. 

In the closing laps, Knaub
showed some speed and ad-
vanced to second in heavy lapped
traffic. At the checkered flag, B.
Bernheisel was victorious by just
.98 of a second over Knaub. J.
Bernheisel, Mattern, and seventh-
place starter Brett Schadel com-
pleted the top five. 

Second-place starter Brad Mitch
drove into the lead at the start of
the Pro Stock 20 and never looked
back. Mitch was trailed by fast qual-
ifier Shaun Lawton for all 20 laps
while third-place starter Brandon
Moser held the position for the du-
ration of the event. 

The battle on the track was for
the fourth and fifth positions be-
tween fourth-place starter Kyle
Bachman and sixth-place starter AJ
Hoffman. In the final two laps,
Moser closed in on Lawton in a
race for second while Mitch drove
to a 1.2-second margin of victory. 

Lawton finished second with
Moser, Hoffman, and eighth-place
starter Cory Long rounding out the
top five. 

The night-cap roadrunner fea-
ture produced the most exciting fin-
ish. Second-place starter Smith
Cope powered into the lead and
was closely chased by third-place
starter Ryan Zook. At the halfway
point, a duel for the lead unfolded
between Smith and Zook as well as
for the third position between fifth-
place starter Bob Bussey and
eighth-place starter Will Brunson. 

On the final lap, Cope, who was
seeking his first career win, slipped
high in turn four and allowed Zook
to make a dive to the bottom of the
race track. Coming down the
homestretch to the checkered flag,
Zook edged out Cope by just .26 of
a second for the win. 

Cope settled for second followed
by Bussey, Brunson, and sixth-
place starter and one-time winner
Keith Bissinger. 
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South Boston

Speedway
S O U T H

BOSTON, VA - Philip
Morris has enjoyed a
knack for winning Late
Model Stock Car Divi-
sion races at South
Boston Speedway
over the years.

Saturday night, he
kicked off South
Boston Speedway's
61st season of racing
by adding two more
victories to his total.

The Ruckersville,
Virginia resident swept

the twin 100-lap NASCAR Whelen
All American Series Late Model
Stock Car Division races that head-
lined Saturday night's AutosbyNel-
son Presents ValleyStar Credit
Union NASCAR Late Model Twin
100s racing program at South
Boston Speedway, running his ca-
reer win total at South Boston
Speedway to 66 victories.

Morris led all 100 laps in winning
the first race, finishing .740-second
ahead of runner-up Bobby McCarty
of Summerfield, North Carolina.
Defending South Boston Speed-
way champion Peyton Sellers of
Danville, Virginia occupied second
place for much of the race before
McCarty slipped past him in the
closing laps to relegate him to a
third-place finish. Josh Oakley of
Rougemont, North Carolina fin-
ished fourth and Brandon Pierce of
Oak Ridge, North Carolina rounded
out the top five finishers in the
opening race.

By virtue of a draw, the top 10
finishers from the first race were in-
verted for the start of the second
race. Sellers needed 22 laps to
speed from his eighth starting spot
into the lead, with Morris, who
started 10th, working his way up to
fourth place by that point.

Morris worked his way up to sec-
ond place on lap 27, and the chase
was on from that point. McCarty
worked his way into third place with
30 laps to go and made it a three-
car battle for the win.

Three cautions over the final 22
laps forced the race to go extra
laps and set the stage for a dra-
matic ending that saw Morris edge
Sellers by .250-second in a two-lap
green-flag dash to the finish with
McCarty finishing third about two
car lengths behind the two leaders.

Austin Thaxton of Clarksville,
Virginia finished fourth and Thomas
Scott of Mebane, North Carolina
rounded out the top five finishers.
There were three lead changes in

the nightcap. A total of 23 cars
started both races.

Crews, Dalton split Limited
Sportsman twinbill

Trey Crews of Halifax, Virginia
and Ross "Boo Boo" Dalton of
Greensboro, North Carolina split
wins in Saturday night's pair of 25-
lap Limited Sportsman Division
races.

Crews edged Daniel Moss of
Danville, Virginia by 2.904 seconds
in winning the first race, with Dalton
finishing third. Karl Budzevski of
Montvale, Virginia finished fourth
and Jason Myers of Hurt, Virginia
rounded out the top five finishers in
the 15-car field.

By virtue of a draw, the top three
finishers of the first race were in-
verted for the start of the second
race. Crews worked his way past
Moss to grab second place with 10
laps remaining in the race but ran
out of time in his attempt to catch
Dalton, and had to settle for a sec-
ond-place finish.

Moss finished third, Budzevski
finished fourth and Myers rounded
out the top five finishers in the
nightcap.

Layne wins Pure Stock Division
opener

Johnny Layne of Nathalie, Vir-
ginia began his defense of last sea-
son's Budweiser Pure Stock
Division title in good fashion Satur-
day night by winning the division's
30-lap season-opening race.

Layne jumped into the lead on
the opening lap and led the entire
race, fending off Jordan Pickrel to
take the win by a margin of .570-
second. Scott Phillips of Halifax,
Virginia finished third with Harrison
Walker of Buffalo Junction, Virginia
finishing fourth and Bruce Mayo of
Halifax, Virginia completing the top
five finishers.

Jarrell wins Hornets Division
opener

Cameron Jarrell of Amelia, Vir-
ginia earned his first career South
Boston Speedway win Saturday
night, topping the field to win the
15-lap Budweiser Hornets Division
race.

Defending South Boston Speed-
way Budweiser Hornets Division
Champion Tyler Crute of Alton, Vir-
ginia finished second with Kevin
Currin of Chase City, Virginia, Tony
Housman of Rocky Mount, Virginia
and Kenny Daniel rounding out the
top five finishers.

The race was a competitive one
with a pair of lead changes. Jarrell
took the lead from Currin on the
sixth lap and led the rest of the
race.

Holdren scores win in SBS
debut of Mod 4 Division

Dennis Holdren of Roanoke, Vir-
ginia started on the pole and led
every lap enroute to winning the
30-lap race that marked the debut
of the Mod 4 Division at South
Boston Speedway.

Holden held off Cory Dunn of
Salem, Virginia and Josh Phillips of
Roanoke, Virginia in a four-lap
dash to the finish that followed the
last of the race's five caution peri-
ods. Tanner Young of Henry, Vir-
ginia and Jessie Yopp rounded out
the top five finishers.

Next Race At South Boston
Speedway

NASCAR racing action returns
to South Boston Speedway on Sat-
urday night, May 12 featuring one
of the track's top events of the 2018
season, the WhosYourDriver.org
NASCAR K&N Twin
100s/NASCAR Whelen Late Model
Twin 75s racing program.
The stars and cars of the touring
NASCAR K&N Pro Series East cir-
cuit will be featured in twin 100-lap
races. The NASCAR Whelen All
American Series Late Model Stock
Cars will be featured in twin 75-lap
races.

Practice will go from 1:30 p.m.
until 3:40 p.m. with alternating ses-
sions for the NASCAR K&N Pro
Series East competitors and the
NASCAR Late Model Stock Car Di-
vision competitors. Grandstand
gates will open at 4:30 p.m. and
qualifying will start at 5 p.m.

An autograph session will be
held trackside at 6 p.m., pre-race
ceremonies will start at 6:40 p.m.
and the first race will get the green
flag at 7 p.m.

Advance a general admission
tickets are priced at $10 each with
tickets priced at $15 each on race
day. Youth age 12 and under are
admitted free when accompanied
by a paying adult.

For additional information about
the WhosYourDriver.org NASCAR
K&N Twin 100s/NASCAR Whelen
Late Model Twin 75s racing pro-
gram or any other events at South
Boston Speedway, please visit the
speedwayʼs website at www.south-
bostonspeedway.com or telephone
the speedway at 434-572-4947 or
1-877-440-1540.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT -

Stafford Motor Speedwayʼs 47th
Annual NAPA Auto Parts Spring
Sizzler® Weekend continued on
Sunday, April 29 with feature
events for the SK Modified®, Late
Model, and SK Light divisions.
Scoring wins were Keith Rocco in
the SK Modified® feature, Glen
Reen in the Late Model feature,

and Marcello Rufrano in the SK
Light feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture,  Keith Rocco took the lead at
the green with Michael Christopher,
Jr., Eric Berndt, and Glen Reen
briefly going 3-wide before Christo-
pher took second with Berndt to his
outside and Reen on his back
bumper in fourth.  Ronnie Williams
was fifth behind Reen.  Berndt slid
back several spots to sixth as Reen
moved into third, Williams into
fourth, and Rowan Pennink took
over fifth on lap-3.  The caution
came out with 5 laps complete for
Troy Talman and Stephen Kopcik
with Kopcik spinning on the
frontstretch after a flat right rear
tire. 

Rocco took the lead back under
green with Reen providing heavy
pressure to his back bumper for the
lead.  Pennink was up to third be-
hind Reen and he was also looking
for the lead.  But the caution came
out with 6 laps complete for spins
in turn 3 by Tyler Jones, John Cata-
nia, and Tony Membrino, Jr.

Rocco and Reen resumed their
duel for the lead on the restart with
Pennink in third but the field was
only able to complete one more lap
before the caution came back out
for Membrino, who came to a stop
against the turn 2 wall.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with Reen slotting into sec-
ond just in front of Pennink but the
caution came back out with 8 laps
complete for spins by Matt Vassar
and Jones.

Rocco took the lead back under
green with Reen again able to slot
himself into second.  Pennink was
third but Christopher, Jr. took the
spot on lap-9 with Jeff Baral up to
fifth behind Pennink.  Joey Cipriano
was sixth with Williams, Todd
Owen, Cory DiMatteo, and Tyler
Hines making up the top-10.  Reen
was applying heavy pressure to
Rocco for the lead while Pennink
was looking high and low for a way
around Christopher.  Penninkʼs car
dropped off the pace on lap-14 and
the caution came out with 14 laps
complete as he limped back to pit
road.  Pennink would rejoin the
race after making the pit stop.

The caution came out on the
restart for a spin in turn 1 by David
Arute with the car of Vassar put to
the rear for contact.  Rocco took
the lead on the next restart with
Christopher, Jr. pulling alongside
and then taking second from
Reen.  Christopher, Jr. made a
move for the lead in turn 3 on lap-
15 and touched tires with Rocco,
but everyone was able to keep

(Continued on Next Page…)
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going with Rocco
keeping the lead and
Reen getting around
Christopher, Jr. for
second.  Baral was up
to fourth with Williams
in fifth.  The order was
the same when the
caution flew with 26
laps complete for a
spin on the back-
stretch by Owen. 

Rocco took the
lead on the restart
while Reen got loose
in turn 2 which allowed
Christopher, Jr. to

charge into second.  Kopcik was
recovered from his early race flat
tire and he took third with Williams
fourth and Reen falling back to
fifth.  Cipriano was sixth with
Michael Gervais, Jr. seventh, Arute
eighth, Berndt ninth and Chase
Dowling tenth.  The caution came
back out with 33 laps complete as
Kopcik got into the backstretch wall
after something on his car broke
and then spun in turn 3 with a flat
tire which also collected Arute and
Berndt.

The restart saw Christopher, Jr.
get a great jump and he surged into
the lead, behind him Robert Palmer
almost got into the turn 1 wall which
brought the caution out before a
melee erupted in turn 3 that in-
volved Baral, Owen, and several
other cars.  This put Rocco back
out front for the restart with Christo-
pher, Jr. to his outside and Williams
and Reen in the second row.

The restart saw another caution
come out for a spin on the back-
stretch by Joey Cipriano that col-
lected Tom Bolles.  Rocco took the
lead on the next restart with
Williams taking second.  Christo-
pher, Jr. was third with Reen fourth
and Gervais in fifth.  The caution
came back out with 37 laps com-
plete for a spin in turn 3 by Dowling
and Josh Wood.

Rocco took the lead on the
restart with Christopher, Jr. taking
second.  Williams slotted into third
with Reen fourth and Matt Galko
fifth.  Rocco held Christopher, Jr. off
to the checkered flag to pick up the
first SK Modified® feature win of
the 2018 season.  Williams finished
third with Reen and Galko rounding
out the top-5.

Following post race inspection,
the cars of Michael Christohper, Jr.
and Glen Reen were found to be 11
and 5 pounds underweight respec-
tively and they were each penal-
ized one position per pound
underweight, dropping Reen to 9th

and Christopher, Jr. to 13th.  The
new top-5 is Rocco, Williams,
Galko, Gervais, and Tyler Hines.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature,
Michael Bennett and Tom Fearn
were side by side for the lead at the
drop of the green but the caution
came out before a caution could be
completed as a 3-wide situation in
turn 4 saw Paul Arute and Kevin
Gambacorta spin with Michael
Wray taking also involved. 

The field completed one lap be-
fore the caution flew for a spin in
turn 3 by Kyle Casagrande.  Ben-
nett and Fearn came together on
the frontstretch with Bennettʼs race
finished while Fearn was able to
continue.  This put Darrell Keane
and Mike Quintiliano on the front
row for the restart.

Keane took the lead on the
restart while Glen Reen drifted up
the track in turn 2 and fell back to
eighth in the running order.  Quintil-
iano was second behind Keane
with Chase Cook in third.  Cook
would lose the spot to Wayne
Coury, Jr. with Tyler Leary making
up the top-5.  The caution flew with
6 laps complete for a spin in turn 2
between Coury and Cook. 

Keane took the lead back under
green but the caution came back
out for spins in turn 3 by Arute and
Al Saunders.  Keane took the lead
again on the restart with Quintiliano
in second.  Leary was up to third
with Gambacorta back up to fourth
and Mike Mordino was fifth.  Coury
took fifth from Mordino on lap-9 and
Mordino then spun into the turn 3
wall after contact with Reen to bring
the caution back out.  Reen was
sent to the rear of the field for the
contact.

The restart saw Larry Vassar
spin on the frontstretch to bring the
yellow right back out.  Keane took
the lead on the next restart with
Gambacorta moving into second.
Gambacorta would then fall back to
sixth place as Leary moved into
second, Coury third, Fearn fourth,
and Arute fifth.

Fearn made a move for third to
get by Coury on lap-13 as Keane
continued to lead the race.  A 3-
wide move in turn 3 saw Arute,
Gambacorta, and Cook go around
in turn 3 in synchronized spin with
Wray and Quintiliano also involved
to bring the caution out with 14 laps
complete.

Keane took the lead again on
the restart with Fearn, Reen, Leary,
and Casagrande lined up behind
him.  Cook had damage to his car
and he was black flagged on lap-
17.  The caution came out one lap
later for a spin by Casagrande in
turn 1 that saw Shawn Thibeault

get parked for the remainder of the
event for making contact with
Casagrande.

Keane took the lead back under
green with Reen taking second
from Fearn.  Fearn was third with
Leary in fourth and Quintiliano in
fifth.  Fearn took a look under Reen
for second, but Reen was able to
fend off his challenge on lap-22.

With 5 laps to go, Reen and
Fearn were right behind Keane in a
3 car fight for the lead with Quintil-
iano closing in on the lead trio.
Keane drifted up the track in turn 2
on lap-29, which allowed Reen and
Fearn to both get by and drop
Keane back to third.  Reen led
Fearn to the checkered flag to win
get his championship defense off to
the best possible start.  Quintiliano
got by Keane on the last lap to take
third with Coury rounding out the
top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light feature,
Andrew Molleur streaked into the
lead at the green, going around
polesitter Geoff Nooney.  Todd
Douillard also got by Nooney to
take second with Nooney, Mark
Bakaj, and Brett Gonyaw making
up the top-5. 

With 4 laps complete, Molleur
was out front with Douillard and
Nooney side by side for second
and Bakaj and Gonyaw side by
side for fourth.  Molleur was com-
fortable out front while Douillard
settled into second with Gonyaw,
Marcello Rufrano, Bakaj, and
Bryan Narducci lined up in a single
file line behind him as they hit the
halfway point of the race.  
Molleur took the lead on the restart
but by tth time the cars hit turn 4,
Rufrano had taken the lead from
Molleur with Narducci in third,
Gonyaw fourth, and Bakaj fifth.
Narducci got around Molleur for
second but he couldnʼt catch
Rufrano before the checkered flag
as Rufrano started the SK Light
season off with a win.  Molleur fin-
ished third with Gonyaw and Bakaj
rounding out the top-5.

For more information, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - Fans who

braved the cool last weekend in
April nighttime temperatures were
treated to a great five division
Championship Points Racing pro-
gram Saturday at Volunteer Speed-
way.

David Crabtree of Maryville cap-
tured the Steel Head Late Model
victory, while Josh Henry of New-

port recorded the Crate Late Model
win, with Travis Fultz of Harrogate
bringing home the Sportsman Late
Model victory.

David Clark of Tazewell cap-
tured the Modified Street victory,
while Tom Juhl Jr. of Rogersville
recorded the Classic win.

Crabtree powered out into the
lead over Austin Neely, Jason
Cardwell, John Tweed and Gary
Crittenden at start of the 25-lap
Steel Head Late Model feature.
With Crabtree setting a blistering
pace out front, he and Neely began
to separate themselves from their
closest challengers. 

Jason Cardwell retired from the
race on lap 20, and just three cir-
cuits later caution waved for an in-
cident in the fourth turn involving
Michael Smith and Lynn Leach.
While under yellow, second-run-
ning Neely slowed to a stop on the
track and also Tweed entered the
pits for attention from his crew.

Back under green for a two-lap
run to the checkered flag, Crabtree
would not be denied his first victory
at ʻThe Gapʼ since winning the
Super Late Model season-opener
back in 2001. Crabtree was fol-
lowed by Crittenden, Eric Webber,
Ellery Leake and young Addison
Cardwell.

Third generation racer Henry
was shut out of victory lane last
season. With some strong runs
notched in his belt early in 2018 he
was hopeful of finally being able to
seal the deal and bring home a win.
Henry started from the pole posi-
tion in the Crate Late Model fea-
ture, and at the start he and Trevor
Sise battled side-by-side on the
opening lap before Henry grabbed
the lead on the second lap racing
off turn two. 

Behind Henry and Sise in the
running order were Rusty Bal-
lenger, Tim Byrd, Bobby Mays, Tim
Maupin, Jesse Lowe and Eli Beets.
Lowe quickly got around Maupin,
and on lap 4 he passed Mays for
the fifth spot. 

With Henry in control running
strong out front, behind him Sise
was being pressured for second by
Ballenger. Ballenger finally got by
Sise for the runner-up position five
laps from the finish, and right be-
hind them Lowe was overtaking
Byrd for the fourth spot. 

But the race belonged to Henry
as he won over Ballenger, Sise,
Lowe and Byrd. However, Lowe
failed post-race technical inspec-
tion due to a tire infraction, which
moved Byrd into fourth and Mays to
fifth.

Fultz jumped out to the lead over
(Continued on Next Page…)

Sh
or
Tr
ac
k



(Continued…)

Zach Sise, Heath
Alvey, Jed Emert and
Chris Coffey at start of
the 20-lap Sportsman
Late Model feature.
Behind them the ac-
tion was intense in-
volving Bradley
Lewelling, Jake White-
head, Brad Seagle,
Warren McMahan,
Jesse Helton and Vic
Chandler.

With Fultz in com-
mand leading from the
start, behind him Alvey
seized the moment fol-

lowing a late race restart to get
around Sise for second. Fultz
would hold on to get the win over
Alvey, Sise, Emert, and Whitehead
recording his best finish in fifth.

Clark took the lead over Dustin
Ratliff, Wayne Rader, Gary Blanken
and Shannon Emery at start of the
20-lap Modified Street feature.
Ratliff stayed glued to back bumper
of Clark hoping the leader would
make a mistake. But Clark never
opened the door for Ratliff as he
captured the flag-to-flag victory, his
first-ever at Volunteer Speedway.
Finishing behind Clark and Ratliff
were Blanken, Kurt Owens and
Rader.

The first attempt to start the
Classic feature saw the red flag
quickly wave before one lap was
completed for a multi-car incident
which saw Clyde Mincey get up-
side down in the fourth turn. Fol-
lowing cleanup by track safety
crew, with the race finally under
green Tony Trent grabbed the lead
and stayed on the point until the
final lap. 

Trent and Tom Juhl Jr. raced
side-by-side down the backstretch
into the third turn, and coming off
the fourth turn to the flag stand the
duo were dead-even. Juhl narrowly
edged Trent by the slim margin of
.049 seconds to get his first win.
Finishing third through fifth, re-
spectively, were Will Carey,
Charles Bates and Quincy Arnwine.

Burton Selected as Top

Pick in 2018 Short Track

Draft
CONCORD, NC - Each year,

NFL Draft experts take their best
shot at predicting the order in which
names will be called onto the
stage.  On some occasions, there
is a consensus number-one
pick. On other occasions, you
might as well just draw straws out
of a hat. The same can be said for

the Short Track Draft presented by
PFC Brakes on Speed51.com.

Unlike the 2018 NFL Draft being
held in Arlington, TX, there was a
clear-cut favorite for the first pick in
the 2018 Short Track Draft.

Harrison Burton received 27
first-place votes in this year's draft,
tying him with 2015 number-one
pick Christopher Bell for the most in
the history of the Short Track Draft.
No other driver in this year's draft
received double-digit first-place
votes. Burton also scored 52 top-
five votes and 54 top-10 votes
among the 55 ballots he appeared
on.

In 2017, Burton fell just short of
his good friend, Todd Gilliland, for
the first overall selection. That gave
the second-generation driver some
motivation heading into this yearʼs
Short Track Draft.

“I know that last year I wanted to
be number one and I didnʼt get it.
Thatʼs something you put in the
back of your mind,” Burton
said. “When I wasnʼt number one,
it definitely was frustrating. Now
that I am number one I want to
prove them right.”

So far, Burton has been proving
everybody right. In 2017 he scored
five NASCAR K&N Pro Series East
victories and the series champi-
onship. He also scored an ARCA
Racing Series win, five Super Late
Model victories, and the World Se-
ries of Asphalt Stock Car Racing
Super Late Model championship at
New Smyrna Speedway (FL).

Heʼs followed that performance
up with four victories already in
2018 with wins at New Smyrna
Speedway and the Rattler 250 in a
Super Late Model.

Burton said he believes that his
continued success over the course
of the last year and half is what
earned him this recognition.

“It feels really good. I feel like
that coming off of a good year and
starting this year off with four wins
is really good. I feel like continued
success is really good for me. It
shows a lot of hard work and I think
itʼs cool to get this gratification.”

He also added that being se-
lected first overall in the Short
Track Draft has added meaning be-
cause of the list of experts who are
behind the selection.

“It means a lot because those
are the people that really know
whatʼs going on in the industry. I
think this means more as a driver
that itʼs people inside the sport that
are choosing this. That makes it re-
ally cool.”

Amazingly, even at just 17 years
old, this is the fifth time Burton has
been selected as part of the top 51
in the Short Track Draft. In his first
year, Burton was taken 40th overall
in 2013. He improved the following
year by jumping up to 22nd in
2014. In 2015 and 2016, Burton
was selected fourth overall before
finally being selected second over-
all in 2017.

Even though Burton has made a
steady progression to the top,
which reflects his improvements as
a driver, Burton said thereʼs still
plenty of things at which he needs
to get better if he wants to continue
to climb the racing ladder.

“Thereʼs a long list of things I
can be better at and Iʼm well aware
of those things and I try to work on
them every day," he admitted. "I
think thatʼs what keeps the really
good ones good. You have guys
like Kyle Busch that arenʼt afraid to
look at themselves. They know that
theyʼre not perfect and they make
mistakes. Iʼm the same way. Iʼm re-
ally critical when I make a mistake.
I donʼt necessarily get too down on
myself, but I get disappointed in
myself and I just work harder to get
better the next time.”

Burton highlighted two areas in
which he feels he needs to im-
prove. One area is off the track. He
said he believes he needs to im-
prove the way he prepares for a
race.

“I prepare pretty hard but I think
thereʼs guys that do it a little bit bet-
ter in different ways. Not necessar-
ily in how hard they do it but how
they do it. Thereʼs some smart
things that people have imple-
mented that I should probably im-
plement.”

The other area is during a race,
specifically at the end of races

when the win is on the line.
“Thatʼs something that Iʼve really

focused on in the last year espe-
cially. That was cool because I got
to see some of that work pay off at
the Rattler. It was a race where it
was kind of one versus the other
with similar handling cars. Whoever
got it got it. That was really cool. I
lost a race there last year like that.
So that scenario I need to keep get-
ting better at.”

Since the 2009 Short Track
Draft, every number-one selection
has gone on to compete in one of
NASCARʼs top three national tour-
ing series. By being selected with
the top overall pick, Burton has
continued that streak as he has al-
ready made eight starts in the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series for Kyle Busch Motorsports
dating back to 2016. Burton has
made one start so far this year with
more on his schedule.

Currently, Burton is too young to
be a full-time driver in one of
NASCARʼs top-three series, but he
said heʼs hoping that becomes a
possibility in the future.

“Every driver wants to go full
time I think and wants to compete
for a championship. Honestly, I
donʼt have anything done yet, and
thatʼs not really a surprise to me,”
Burton explained. “I have to prove
myself for a whole other year and
continue to better myself as a race
car driver. I think as a driver, thatʼs
more motivation in itself. I donʼt
have anything sealed up yet. I have
to prove to companies and race
teams and fans alike that I can do
it. Iʼve got to keep winning races
and keep getting better and better
hopefully just end up in victory lane
more often.”

Burton joins a list of 15 drivers
who can call themselves number-
one picks in the Short Track Draft.
He joins a list of names including
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries driver Chase Elliott, NASCAR
Xfinity Series drivers Daniel Hem-
ric and Christopher Bell, NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series driver
Todd Gilliland, and short track ace
Bubba Pollard, among others.

Want to find out who Burton beat
out to become the overall top pick
in this yearʼs draft? The #2 pick will
be announced Friday morning at 9
a.m. ET. Picks 3-10 will be an-
nounced on Friday at 5 p.m. ET.

After a weekend to digest and
analyze the top 10, the remainder
of the top 25 will be announced
next Monday at 5 p.m. ET. The re-
mainder of the top 51 in the 2018
Short Track Draft presented by
PFC Brakes will be announced
Tuesday at 5 p.m. ET.
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Harrison Burton celebrates one

of his three victories at New

Smyrna Speedway in February.

(SPEED51.COM photo)


