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D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - There
have been so many
dramatic changes in
Kevin Harvickʼs life
since getting to the
Sprint Cup Series in
2001, but few have
made a more-lasting
impression than being
introduced as a series
champion.

He was the driver
who had the dubious

chore of replacing Dale Earnhardt
a week after his death on the final
lap of the 2001 Daytona 500.

He handled that pressure by
winning two races later.

His 12-year stint at Richard Chil-
dress Racing brought both success
and turmoil. There were champi-
onship runs and in-house fighting.

His move to Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing a year ago was met with skep-
ticism and surprise.

A blissful home life with
wife DeLana and son
Keelan gave him much-
needed balance.

A championship last
year was the reclamation
that made it worth it all.

“It took a while to get
used to being called the
champion,” Harvick said.
“When you look at your career,
thatʼs what you race for. You work
your whole life to get to that point.
As a racer, to put your whole life
into it, itʼs really rewarding.”

His son is a familiar fixture in the
NASCAR garage area. He likes to
play around the car, and he often
stands in his fatherʼs race seat be-
fore a race.

DeLana is the daughter former
Xfinity and short-track driver John
Paul Linville. She grew up smelling
hot grease and rubber. Thatʼs why
she sometimes wears a fire suit on
pit road during a race.

Together they are the First Fam-
ily of NASCAR. Harvick has never
been happier, and thatʼs allowed
him to enjoy his racing success be-
cause itʼs something he can share.

“Simplify life, a simple life is a
happy life and it took me a long
time to learn that,” Harvick said.
“But I never really realized that until
I got rid of my race teams.  Once
we got rid of the race teams and we
really realized how much time and
effort that it took to run the teams,
you started to realize how much it
took away from the rest of your

life.”
DeLana has a lot of respect in

the garage area. She helped her
husband run a very successful
Camping World Truck and Xfinity
series teams. They now have a
successful sports marketing and
management company that repre-
sents UFC fighters.

She also is likes to have fun at
her husbandʼs expense.

“I like to have fun, but I was on
the receiving end of a really good
prank from her,” Harvick said. “She
knows I donʼt like jewelry. When we
were in Vegas [for the Sprint Cup
Series Championship Banquet] she
had this ring in a box and they
brought it to the room. These guys,
a security guard and guy with white
gloves, had it in this big wooden
box. I was so mad and she knew it.
It all turned out to be a joke.”

Harvick had the most-dominat-
ing – and perplexing – car in 2014.

He had a lot of speed at
every race. The only thing
that kept him from winning
more races were a series of
mistakes on pit road and in
the garage area, as well as
some mechanical failures.
He put it all together during
the Chase for the Champi-
onship. He qualified to get
into the winner-take-all

championship race at the Home-
stead-Miami Speedway by winning
a week earlier at the Phoenix Inter-
national Speedway.

When he got to Homestead, he
won in dominating fashion to clinch
the championship.

“When you look at the list of
guys that have won a champi-
onship, itʼs pretty small,” Harvick
said. “But I think as a guy who has
been a part of this sport, for me, I
think it was better that I won a
championship a little bit later in my
career because I think I respect it a
lot more and understand how hard
it is to get to this point and really
know the work and effort that and
how many people it takes to be a
part of it.”

Harvick started defense of his
championship with a second-place
finish in Sundayʼs Daytona 500.
Dating back to last year, it was his
fourth consecutive top-two finish.

During pre-race festivities, Har-
vick was introduced as the defend-
ing Sprint Cup Series champion.

“Obviously you get referred to as
champ and thatʼs great and pretty
cool,” he said. “It doesnʼt get old.”
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Kevin Harvick Finds

the Balance

FasTrack Racing Journal is now available as

an online e-magazine!!
We are pleased to announce some big and exciting

changes. FasTrack will now be available online only. We will

still be covering all the racing series, off track news and other

features that you have grown to love. With this change we can

bring you all the news in a weekly format throughout the rac-

ing season. All you have to do to continue receiving FasTrack

Racing Journal Online for FREE is to send your email address

to fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line SUB-

SCRIPTION.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 ONTRACK 9

NASCAR Sprint Cup 4-6 World of Outlaws LM 10-11

NASCAR XFINITY 7 OFFTRACK 12

NASCAR Camping World 8 DIRTCar Nationals 13

ASCS & CRA 14
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Kevin Harvick and son Keelan are at home in the NASCAR Sprint

Cup Series garage area at Daytona International Speedway.

(PATRICK SMITH/GETTY IMAGES photo)



With the Daytona
500 and Speedweeks
2015 at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway in
the record book, the
motorsports world can
settle into the long rac-
ing season and the
quest of local, re-
gional, and national
championships. Be-
fore I make my predic-
tions for the three
major divisions of
NASCAR for this sea-

son, I want to reflect on the weeks
leading into Daytona.

The Charlotte Motor Speedway
2015 Media Tour presented by
Technocom was held in late Janu-
ary giving over 300 media from
around the world an insight into the
teams, drivers, and sport in general
for the upcoming season. With
each manufacturer featuring their
teams on a specific day, the media
had the opportunity to get their first
“hands-on” experience with many
of the major stars of NASCAR this
year. I would be remiss if I didnʼt
compliment Charlotte Motor
Speedway and their staff for their
organization and execution of the
Media Tour format and schedule.
Once again, a job well done.

The Media Tour opened with a
NASCAR session highlighted by a
statement and Q&A opportunity
with NASCAR Chairman and CEO
Brian France. His remarks on the
Chase, the television partners,
company initiatives, the manufac-
turers, and Jeff Gordon were a per-
fect beginning to the 2015
NASCAR season.

Each day, each session was
filled with memorable interviews
and quotes. Iʼd like to share several
that I found quite entertaining and
thought provoking.

NASCAR Chairman and CEO
Brian France: “Our biggest chal-
lenge is our biggest opportunity.
We are constantly looking at safety,
cost, technology, and balancing
competition. The France family phi-
losophy has always been ʻevery-
body at the end of the day has to
winʼ.”

Denny Hamlin, Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing: “We excel in execution at
JGR”.

Joe Gibbs, Owner of JGR, when
asked about something he would
like to accomplish this year that he
hasnʼt in the past: “We (JGR) have
never won the All-Star race at
Charlotte. We had a great opportu-

nity to win, but something hap-
pened. Denny Hamlin spoke up
saying “I canʼt wreck him if Iʼm lead-
ing”. Then, Kyle Busch chimed in “It
happened”. Hamlin and Busch
wrecked while leading the All-Star
race several years ago.  The media
found their discussion very amus-
ing to say the least.

Gene Haas, co-owner of Stew-
art-Hass Racing: “We hire compe-
tent people and let them do their
jobs. We demand perfection.”

Tony Stewart, co-owner of Stew-
art-Haas Racing: “I feel the best
Iʼve felt since the accident (Sprint
car) two years ago. My desire is
stronger. I have more drive. I want
to get back to my olʼ form. Iʼm the
most prepared that Iʼve been in
years.”

Kevin Harvick, 2014
NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries Champion, when
asked about moving from
Richard Childress Racing
to Stewart-Haas Racing
before the 2014 season:
“I didnʼt like my job. I got
tired of going to work. I
had a bad attitude and I
was not going to win. The
circle of life has to be to-
gether to be successful and to win.
Itʼs great to be around these peo-
ple (SHR). Everything they prom-
ised came through and I knew that
I had to deliver everything that I
promised to them too.”

Harvick: “There is a great sense
of responsibility as a leader of the
sport. Itʼs very motivating being the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Cham-
pion.”

Greg Biffle, Roush-Fenway
driver: “The toughest decision a
driver will ever make is to get out of
the (drivers) seat – to retire.” On his
role at RFR this year: “My input has
to be the best that it can be. I have
young teammates and a little more
comes on my shoulders. I want to
be the guy to bring the organization
(RFR) back. I stayed here for rela-
tionships that I had built over a long
period of time. Great things are
ahead for us at RFR.”

Ricky Stenhouse, RFR driver:
“Iʼm just here (Media Tour) so I
wonʼt get fined.”

Joey Logano, Team Penske
driver: “My role is to make sure that
my team is enjoying this sport as
much as I am. In the Chase, one
race can keep you from winning a
championship.” Think Joey and his
team are enjoying their 2015 Day-
tona 500 victory?

Brad Keselowski, Team Penske
driver: “The propensity for drivers
to play defense in a race has fallen
off. The ʻmore aggressive attitudeʼ
in general is good for the sport.
Success on the racetrack comes
first with me. If that frustrates the
fans of other competitors, thatʼs OK
with me. I walk my own path. Iʼve
never going to be Dale (Earnhardt)
Jr. anyway. The whole ʻfriends cardʼ
is a bit overplayed. When itʼs ʻgo
timeʼ, drivers understand the friend
thing!” When asked about racing
and owning teams in other
NASCAR Series: “I think itʼs impor-
tant to reinvest in the sport.”

Needless to say, there were
many other memorable quotes and
activities surrounding the Charlotte
Mote Speedway Media Tour pre-
sented by Technocom. One of the
absolute best was our visit to the
new Ford Technical Center in Con-
cord. A beautiful facility and a great

tour gave the media a
tremendous “behind the
scenes” look at the
Ford technology and
commitment to motor-
sports.

Each year, Speed-
weeks at Daytona is
like a “coming out party”
for racers around the
world. From local as-
phalt and dirt track rac-

ing to the World Center of Racing,
Daytona International Speedway, a
fan can certainly kick off their 2015
motorsports year with a variety of
racing competition. This year was
the first in almost thirty years that I
have missed being in Daytona for
all the racing action. However,
through social media and various
television and internet outlets, I
was able to enjoy a tremendous
start to the 2015 season. In fact, I
was able to view Speedweeks from
a different perspective while not ac-
tually being there in person. More
on that interesting look at our sport
and its coverage in future columns.

Now, Iʼll close with my annual
predictions. Iʼll start by saying that I
love the Chase. Iʼm not ready to
say the format is perfect, but the
concept provided the race fans an
excitement level unsurpassed in re-
cent years. Letʼs hope that the
2015 Chase will live up to the high
standards set.

After a tremendous amount of
thought, I believe that the trend
from last year will, once again, hold
true. In ʼ14, Kevin Harvivk changed
teams from RCR to Stewart-Haas
and won the coveted Sprint Cup
title. This year, Carl Edwards
moved from Roush Fenway Racing
to Joe Gibbs Racing. I predict that

Edwards will hoist the Sprint Cup at
Homestead-Miami Speedway in
November. As for the Xfinity Series,
I believe only Chase Elliott can beat
Chase Elliott. With the recent an-
nouncement by Hendrick Motor-
sports that Elliott will drive the #24
car in 2016 and will compete in se-
lected Cup events this season,
young Elliott will have a full plate of
activity. If he allows his future op-
portunities to interfere with his
quest of a second consecutive
championship, another driver could
capture the crown. Who might that
be? While I think Elliott will repeat,
look for Ty Dillon and Elliott Sadler
to battle him till the final checkered
flag. Looking at the Camping World
Truck Series, Matt Crafton could
win a record third consecutive title.
He certainly has to rank as one of
the favorites with his consistent
performance record. However, I
predict that Eric Jones will break
the Crafton championship run and
capture his first NASCAR champi-
onship. I also predict that Jones
2015 title will not be his last
NASCAR crown.

Hereʼs wishing for the most ex-
citing and competitive racing sea-
son ever in 2015. I urge you to
support your local track regardless
of size and surface. Also, I urge
each race fan to visit a new track
this season. Finally, I wish that the
2015 motorsport season will be a
safe one for all competitors, crew
members, sponsors, tracks, and
fans. Letʼs go racing!
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DENNIS PUNCH

Carl Edwards. 2015 NASCAR

Sprint Cup Champion?



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - he
record will reflect that
Joey Logano won
Sundayʼs 57th Day-
tona 500 under cau-
tion, when a multicar
wreck on the back-
stretch forced
NASCAR to wave the
yellow flag as Logano
led the field into the
final corner on the
second lap of a green-
white-checkered-flag

finish.
But the notation of that final cau-

tion does no justice to the memory
of a race that produced some of the
most scintillating restrictor-plate
racing in the history of the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.

From a restart on Lap 182 of a
scheduled 200, fans standing—not
sitting—in a packed front grand-
stand were treated to 16 straight
laps of close-quarters, three-wide
racing that saw the lead change
from one lap to the next, as one line
or another would inch ahead. In-
deed, NASCAR's loop data statis-
tics said Sunday's race set a
Daytona record for green flag
passes (12,677 in all).

The final two-lap sprint, on the
other hand, was no contest.
Logano picked the outside lane for
the restart on Lap 202 and surged
ahead of second-place Jimmie
Johnson when the bottom lane did-
nʼt move as quickly as expected.

Kevin Harvick was second when
NASCAR threw the final caution
and froze the field. Defending race
winner Dale Earnhardt Jr. charged

from eighth to third before the yel-
low. Denny Hamlin ran fourth, fol-
lowed by Johnson and Casey
Mears.

But it was Logano who earned
the trip Victory Lane, continuing un-
abated from a breakout 2014 sea-
son that saw him win five times in
the Sprint Cup Series and qualify
for the final round of the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint Cup before fin-
ishing fourth in the final standings.

If Logano streaked away on the
final restart, it was Clint Bowyer
who helped move him into position
to win the race during the 16-lap
green-flag run that preceded the
sixth caution on Lap 198.

Logano could barely contain
himself when recalling the action of
the closing laps. With a shove from
Bowyer, Logano took the lead from
Jimmie Johnson on Lap 191 and
held it until NASCAR called the
caution for Justin Allgaierʼs spin
seven laps later.

"I keep looking at this trophy,
and itʼs amazing," Logano said
after climbing from his No. 22 Team
Penske Ford. "What a beauty. ...
Now I lost my train of thought. Iʼm
sorry. Iʼm so distracted right now.

"We got the push that got us out
front and that was just Clint push-
ing hard. He wasnʼt lifting before he
got to my bumper, he was slam-
ming into the back bumper and that
is what we needed to get this Ford
out front and here in Victory Lane." 

Loganoʼs ninth win in the Cup
series in all likelihood will mean a
return trip to the Chase. Itʼs also the
second victory for team owner
Roger Penske in the Great Ameri-
can Race, the first coming in the

50th edition of the event in 2008,
with driver Ryan Newman.

Loganoʼs victory also extended
a remarkable four-race streak for
Ford, which won the Rolex 24
Hours in January and swept the
NASCAR weekend with triumphs in
the NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series on Friday (Tyler Reddick)
and NASCAR XFINITY Series on
Saturday (Ryan Reed).

Earnhardt felt he had the
strongest car in the field, but a mis-
take on the Lap 182 restart shuffled
him from third all the way out of the
top 15. For the balance of the race,
the driver of the No. 88 Chevrolet
fought his way back toward the
front but wasnʼt in position to make
a play for the win at the end.

Earnhardt had planned to tuck in
behind Johnson, his teammate,
after the restart, but didnʼt have
room to make the move.

"Jimmie was on the quarter
panel ... he was in a great spot on
the guy in front of me," Earnhardt
said. "And I thought if I could get in
behind him, he was going to shoot
past to the lead, I could tuck on the
quarter panel a little bit as soon as
I got on that right rear quarter
panel.

"I didn't think they were that
close on the outside line. I thought
we had a couple car-lengths on the
outside line, but they were right
there. Just one of them moves. You
make some good ones, you make
some bad ones. I made a bad one
too late."

Harvick, the defending series
champion, was philosophical about
the runner-up finish.

"Yeah, definitely, for us it was a

good, solid day to start the sea-
son," Harvick said. "Obviously, you
want to try to win the race. But
sometimes you're just happy to
keep rolling and going out of here
and head to Atlanta (next Sunday)
with a solid day.

"I thought we were going to have
at least a chance, back up to the 88
there, come up to the 22 coming off
of Turn 4. But in the end, that didn't
all pan out with the caution. Still, a
good weekend for us."

Polesitter Jeff Gordon, racing in
the Daytona 500 for the last time,
was a victim of the wreck that
brought out the final caution. Gor-
don dominated early, leading a
race-high 87 laps, but the late
wreck dropped him to 33rd at the
finish.

"This was an amazing week and
an amazing day," Gordon said. "Iʼm
just in a different place that is so
foreign to me, but so incredible--to
just be taking it all in and enjoying
every moment. 

"Yeah, right now Iʼm a little bit
sad this is my final Daytona 500,
but Iʼm more upset we didnʼt have a
shot at winning there at the end."

NOTES: Regan Smith finished
16th in the No. 41 Stewart-Haas
Racing Chevrolet in relief of sus-
pended driver Kurt Busch. ... Matt
Crafton finished 19th as an 11th-
hour substitute in the No. 18 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota, after driver
Kyle Busch was sidelined with a
broken leg in Saturdayʼs XFINITY
Series race. ... A blown engine rel-
egated 2012 series champion Brad
Keselowski to a 41st-place finish.
... Danica Patrick ran 21st in her
fourth Daytona 500 start.
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p Logano Caps Spectacular Race with Daytona 500 Victory

Joey Logano, driver of the #22 Shell Pennzoil Ford, applies the

winner's decal in Victory Lane after winning the 57th Annual Day-

tona 500. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES photo)

Jeff Gordon (24) gets a push from teammate Dale Earnhardt Jr.

(88) as Joey Logano (22) battles for the lead. (MATT

THACKER/NKP photo)



Statement

from Joe

Gibbs Racing

Regarding

Injury Status

of Kyle Busch
Kyle Busch, driver

of the No. 54 Toyota
for Joe Gibbs Racing
(JGR), sustained a
compound fracture of
the right lower leg in
an accident during
Saturdayʼs NASCAR
XFINITY Series race
at Daytona (Fla.) Inter-

national Speedway. Additionally,
Busch suffered a mid-foot fracture
of his left foot in the accident.

Busch was transported to a local
hospital for treatment immediately
following the accident and is cur-
rently undergoing surgery on his
right leg.

Buschʼs injuries will sideline him
for an undetermined period of time.
Veteran Matt Crafton will serve as
the interim driver for Buschʼs No.
18 Toyota during Sundayʼs 57th
Daytona 500. An interim driver has
not been determined for the follow-
ing race March 1 at Atlanta Motor
Speedway in Hampton, Georgia, or
for any future races.

NASCAR Indefinitely

Suspends Driver

Kurt Busch
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

NASCAR has indefinitely sus-
pended driver Kurt Busch for ac-
tions detrimental to stock car racing
following the release today of a
supplemental disposition setting
forth the findings and conclusions
that formed the basis for the Fam-
ily Court of the State of Delawareʼs
decision on Monday to issue an
Order of Protection from Abuse
against him.

Busch, driver of the No. 41 car,
was found to be in violation of:

• Section 12.1.a: Actions detri-
mental to stock car racing

• Section 12.8: Behavioral
Penalty

“Given the serious nature of the
findings and conclusions made by
the Commissioner of the Family
Court of the State of Delaware,
NASCAR has indefinitely sus-
pended driver Kurt Busch, effective
immediately. He will not be allowed
to race nor participate in any
NASCAR activities until further no-
tice.

“Kurt Busch and his Stewart-
Haas Racing team are fully aware

of our position and why this deci-
sion was made. We will continue to
respect the process and timetable
of the authorities involved.”

National Motorsports

Final Appeal Hearing

Statement
DAYTONA BEACH, FL (Febru-

ary 21, 2014) - This evening, the
National Motorsports Final Appeals
Officer, Mr. Bryan Moss, heard and
considered the appeal of driver
Kurt Busch.

The decision of the National Mo-
torsports Final Appeals Officer is
final and binding on all parties.

Kurt Busch now has exhausted
his appeal options under the
NASCAR Rulebook, and the indef-
inite suspension remains in effect.

He will not be allowed to race
nor participate in any NASCAR ac-
tivities until further notice.

NASCAR Announces

Nominees

For 2016 NASCAR Hall

of Fame Class,

Landmark Award 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - Leg-

endary engine builders, crew
chiefs, owners and drivers. Their
roles and responsibilities may have
differed, but they all have one trait
in common – each made an ever-
lasting mark on NASCAR history.

NASCAR today announced the
20 nominees for the NASCAR Hall
of Fameʼs Class of 2016, as well as
the five nominees for the Landmark
Award for Outstanding Contribu-
tions to NASCAR.  Included among

the list are five first-time nominees
– legends all – who exceled in var-
ious disciplines, at various levels.

Among them are three-time
NASCAR premier series champi-
onship crew chief Ray Evernham;
1970 NASCAR premier series
championship crew chief Harry
Hyde; 1992 NASCAR premier se-
ries champion Alan Kulwicki; win-
ner of a combined 96 NASCAR
national series races, Mark Martin;
and 1986 NASCAR west series
champion Hershel McGriff. 

The nominees were selected by
a nominating committee consisting
of representatives from NASCAR
and the NASCAR Hall of Fame,
track owners from both major facil-
ities and historic short tracks and
the media. The committeeʼs votes
were tabulated by accounting firm
Ernst & Young.

From the list of 20 NASCAR Hall
of Fame nominees, five inductees
will be elected by the NASCAR Hall
of Fame Voting Panel, which in-
cludes a nationwide fan vote on
NASCAR.com. Voting Day for the
2016 class will be Wednesday, May
20.

The five nominees for the Land-
mark Award are Harold Brasington,
H. Clay Earles, Raymond Parks,
Ralph Seagraves and Ken Squier
(more on each below).  Potential
Landmark Award recipients include
competitors or those working in the
sport as a member of a racing or-
ganization, track facility, race team,
sponsor, media partner or being a
general ambassador for the sport
through a professional or non-pro-
fessional role. Award winners re-
main eligible for NHOF
enshrinement.

Following are the 20 nominees
for induction into the NASCAR Hall
of Fame, listed alphabetically:
Buddy Baker, won 19 times in
NASCARʼs premier (now Sprint
Cup) series, including the Daytona
500 and Southern 500
Red Byron, first NASCAR premier
series champion, in 1949
Richard Childress, 11-time car
owner champion in NASCARʼs
three national series
Jerry Cook, six-time NASCAR
Modified champion
Ray Evernham, three-time
NASCAR premier series champi-
onship crew chief
Ray Fox, legendary engine builder
and owner of cars driven by Buck
Baker, Junior Johnson and others
Rick Hendrick, 14-time car owner
champion in NASCARʼs three na-
tional series
Harry Hyde, 1970 NASCAR pre-
mier series championship crew
chief
Bobby Isaac, 1970 NASCAR pre-
mier series champion
Alan Kulwicki, 1992 NASCAR
premier series champion
Terry Labonte, two-time NASCAR
premier series champion
Mark Martin, 96-time race winner
in NASCAR national series compe-
tition
Hershel McGriff, 1986 NASCAR
west series champion
Raymond Parks, NASCARʼs first
champion car owner
Benny Parsons, 1973 NASCAR
premier series champion
Larry Phillips, only five-time
NASCAR weekly series national
champion
O. Bruton Smith, builder of Char-
lotte Motor Speedway and architect
of Speedway Motorsports Inc.
Mike Stefanik, winner of record-
tying nine NASCAR championships
Curtis Turner, early personality,
called the "Babe Ruth of stock car
racing"
Robert Yates, won NASCAR pre-
mier series championship as both
an engine builder and owner

The five nominees for the Land-
mark Award are as follows…
Harold Brasington, founder of
Darlington Speedway
H. Clay Earles, founder of Mar-
tinsville Speedway
Raymond Parks, NASCARʼs first
champion car owner
Ralph Seagraves, formed ground-
breaking Winston-NASCAR part-
nership as executive with R.J.
Reynolds Tobacco Company
Ken Squier, legendary radio and
television broadcaster; inaugural
winner / namesake of Squier-Hall
Award for NASCAR Media Excel-
lence
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Matt Crafton, along with his wife Ashley and daughter Elladee,

waits to get in the #18 M&Mʼs Toyota to sub for injured Kyle Busch

after his wreck in the XFinity Series race on Saturday. (MATT

THACKER/NKP photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - Hendrick
Motorsports swept the
front-row starting posi-
tions for Sundayʼs
Daytona 500.

Apparently enjoy-
ing the feeling, HMS
then swept Thursdayʼs
Budweiser Duel at
Daytona twin 150-mile
qualifying races.

Dale Earnhardt Jr.
came from his last-place starting
position to win Thursday nightʼs first
Budweiser Duel at Daytona 150-
mile qualifying race at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway, as unsung
heroes behind him diced their way
into the 57th running of the Great
American Race (1 p.m. ET on
FOX).

Jimmie Johnson, on the pole for
the second Duel and already
locked into the outside of the front
row for the Daytona 500, com-
pleted the Hendrick sweep with a
.125-second victory over Kyle
Busch, leading 40 laps in the
process.

In a drama-filled second Duel,
both Danica Patrick and David
Ragan recovered from wrecks to
race their way into the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Seriesʼ most prestigious
race, Patrick with a strong push
from Stewart-Haas Racing team-
mate Kurt Busch.

For the second time during
Speedweeks, Patrick was involved
in a crash with Denny Hamlin, and
the two drivers had an extended
animated conversation as soon as
the cars parked on pit road.

Earnhardt started 25th in the first

Duel because his qualifying time
was disallowed after inspectors dis-
covered a ride-height violation on
his No. 88 Chevrolet after Sundayʼs
time trials. Undeterred, Earnhardt
worked his way methodically to the
front, grabbing the lead for the first
time on Lap 35.

All told, Earnhardt led 21 laps
and crossed the finish line .165
seconds ahead of Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate and Daytona 500
polesitter Jeff Gordon. As the win-
ner of the first Duel, Earnhardt will
line up behind Gordon in the third
spot on the grid for Sundayʼs race.

In the non-points qualifier, Earn-
hardt won for the first time with new
crew chief Greg Ives, who took
over this season for Steve Letarte,
hired by NBC Sports as a television
analyst.

"We have had a great car all
week," Earnhardt said. "Iʼm so glad
to be able to get through the Duel in
one piece, because I know how
good this race car is. We have a
couple more practices to go
through and try to stay out of trou-
ble during those and put this thing
on the grid. Weʼre going to have a
fun day on Sunday. 

"We had to do a lot of blocking
there at the end, but those guys
were mounting some pretty hard
charges. We made a lot of good
moves tonight because the car is
so good. TJ Majors (spotter) de-
serves a ton of credit for helping us
win that race tonight. He called a
great spotting job up on top of the
hill there. He gave me all the infor-
mation I needed to make the
moves I needed to kind of keep
them guys behind me."

Joey Logano came home third,
followed by Tony Stewart and Clint
Bowyer, whose fifth-place finish in
a backup car represented a stroke
of good fortune during an otherwise
star-crossed week at the 2.5-mile
superspeedway.

The real drama in the first Duel,
however, took place behind the
frontrunners, as Landon Cassill
(ninth), Cole Whitt (10th), Michael
McDowell (12th), JJ Yeley (13th),
Michael Annett (14th) and Ty Dillon
(16th) all earned starting spots in
the 500.

McDowell made the most dra-
matic move, forcing his way up the
middle and racing from the tail end
of the field to 12th place on the final
lap.

"When I crossed that white flag
(to start the last lap) I was thinking,
ʻI have to do this. I donʼt know what
weʼre gonna do, I donʼt know how
weʼre gonna do it, but weʼve just
got to do it,ʼ" McDowell said. "You
canʼt make these cars go faster. I
had a run that was building and
there wasnʼt a gap and I made a
gap. 

"I tore up both sides of the race
car in the process of doing it and
had to block some people, and
probably upset a few people along
the way, but this race is so impor-
tant for us to make…"

For Johnson, the win in the sec-
ond Duel was a continuation of a
week that couldnʼt have gone bet-
ter.

"Itʼs a special night," Johnson
said. "What a race car. Iʼm stoked
for my teammate (Dale Earnhardt
Jr.) to win the first Duel. We won
the second, and Jeff (Gordon) and
I have the front row locked down.
Itʼs been an awesome week for all
our Hendrick Motorsports cars.

"Iʼm just happy to start out the
week like we have."

On Lap 57 of the second Duel,
Patrick spun in Turn 3 after Hamlin

made a move to her inside in very
close quarters.

"I mean, we're superspeedway
racing," Hamlin said, after he and
Patrick went their separate ways. "I
treat her as equal as anyone on the
race track. She deserves her spot
here, but you have to be able to run
close to somebody on a super-
speedway. You have to have your
car stable enough to handle those
situations and, to me, it's not much
different than what it was with the
22 (Joey Logano) and the 4 (Kevin
Harvick) last week (in the Sprint
Unlimited) - only I wasn't pushing
her.

"I was just close to her and her
car got loose and she spun. Thank
goodness she got her way in the
500. I didn't want to be responsible
for that. I treat her as an equal on
the race track. I'm not going to say,
'It's Danica, so I've got to make
sure I just leave some extra room.'
If you're out here in the Cup Series,
you have to be able to handle those
situations."

Patrick wasnʼt buying it.
"Iʼm confident other cars get very

close, and things like that don't
happen," said Patrick, who finished
10th after Busch propelled her
through the field. "Done thousands
of miles of this speedway racing
now, and I haven't found that to be
a problem. So I just think that he's
wrong.

"I think that he's too close. I think
that he's taking the air and getting it
off the spoiler, and he's not squared
up either. That's also part of the
problem. I don't know. Maybe he
likes my left rear."

NOTES: Ty Dillon qualified for his
first Daytona 500, as did Ryan
Blaney, who will pilot the No. 21
Wood Brothers Ford. … Six drivers
failed to qualify: Ron Hornaday Jr.,
Josh Wise, Jeb Burton, Justin
Marks, Alex Bowman and Brian
Scott.
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Hendrick Sweep of

Daytona Duels

Dale Earnhardt Jr. hoist the winning trophy after the first Bud-

weiser Duel was run at DIS. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)

Jimmie Johnson rounded out the Hendrick Motorsports across the

board winning streak in the Budweiser Duel races, after his victory

in race 2. (NIGEL KINRADE/NKP photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - With a
spectacular last-lap
move to the inside, not
to mention a timely
shove from Roush
Fenway Raceway
teammate Chris
Buescher, Ryan Reed
stormed to his first
NASCAR XFINITY

Series victory in Saturdayʼs Alert
Today Florida 300 at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway.

"Oh, my God, we won Daytona!"
exulted Reed, who has overcome a
diagnosis of Type I diabetes to
drive full-time in the XFINITY Se-
ries.

Buescher finished second, .089
seconds behind, with Ty Dillon,
Austin Dillon and Brad Keselowski
claiming positions three through
five. Keselowski was leading at the
white flag, but a last-lap crash in
Turn 1 left him alone in front of the
field and a prime target for the
Roush Fenway tandem.

On Lap 112, during a 10-car
wreck that started at the exit from
the tri-oval, Kyle Busch crashed
nose-first into the concrete wall in-
side Turn 1. Busch climbed from
his car but was unable to stay on
his feet.

Emergency medical technicians

put an air cast on Buschʼs right leg
before lifting him on a stretcher into
a waiting ambulance. The driver of
the No. 54 Toyota was transported
directly to Halifax Medical Center
for further evaluation. Busch was
awake and alert and undergoing
treatment for his leg injury. Joe
Gibbs Racing said Busch will not
drive in Sunday's Daytona 500, and
the organization is making contin-
gency plans. Sunday's race will be
the first Sprint Cup event since the
penultimate event of the 2001 sea-
son without one of the Busch broth-
ers (Kurt or Kyle) in the field.

In a race where attrition was the
watchword, Reed was one of nine
drivers to finish on the lead lap.

"For every kid that gets diag-
nosed with diabetes, or anything
that says you canʼt do something,
just go out there and overcome it
and do it," Reed said. "This is un-
real. It hasnʼt even sunk in yet. ...

"When the wreck broke out of
the least lap, Keselowski was out
there on an island, and we got a
huge run and it set up perfectly. ...
Itʼs amazing."

After failing to qualify for the
Daytona race last year, Buescher
was elated with his second-place
run, especially since he finished
runner-up to a teammate.

"We're just happy to be running
this race this year," Buescher said.
"After last year going the way it did,
we're proud that we were in it. Our
Ford Mustang was fast all week-
end. Just trying to stay out of trou-
ble, and there was a lot of it. 

"We barely got out of it. I think
we ended up, me and Ty, at one
point getting through one of those
last ones. It was a melee, a lot of
torn up equipment. Just happy we
could get out of it. Happy for Ryan
to get his first win, knowing the feel-
ing after last year (when he got his
first win at Mid-Ohio) of finally get-
ting one off your back."

Chase Elliottʼs XFINITY Series
title defense got off to a rocky start.
Elliott was an innocent victim of a
13-car wreck on Lap 93 but contin-
ued after repairs. The coup de
grace for the driver of the No. 9 JR
Motorsports Chevy came on Lap
112, when he was sidelined in the
same wreck that injured Busch.

The DNF (did not finish) was El-
liottʼs first in 34 XFINITY Series
starts.
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Win at Daytona; 

Crash Sidelines Kyle Busch
for Daytona 500

Ryan Reed is overjoyed as he exits his winner race car in Daytona

International Speedwayʼs victory lane after winning the first

NASCR XFINITY Series race. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY

photo)

Regan Smith (7) goes airborn as Chase Elliott (9) and Daniel Suarez (18) veer off the track after mak-

ing contact. (NIGEL KINRADE PHOTOGRAPHY photo)



D A Y T O N A
BEACH, FL - As
trucks fanned out four-
wide behind him, Tyler
Reddick took the first
checkered flag of his
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
career in Friday
nightʼs NextEra En-
ergy Resources 250
at Daytona Interna-

tional Speedway.
Behind the race winner, Erik

Jones charged to the outside to
grab the runner-up spot, followed
by Scott Lagasse Jr. and Austin
Theriault, Reddickʼs Brad Ke-
selowski Racing teammate.

Teamwork between the two BKR
trucks was crucial to Reddickʼs
maiden win.

"I just had all the confidence in
the world in our trucks going into
the race," Reddick said. "If we were
able to get together, we were going
to be able to do some great things
together and help each other out.
Once I knew we finally we got to-
gether on the front row for those
restarts, I had a pretty good feeling
that we were controlling the race
and controlling the pack.

"I just canʼt tell you how much it

means to have a teammate there
helping me get my first win. I just
hope I can do the same for him on
down the road."

"He owes the 29 (Theriault) big,"
Lagasse agreed, "because the 29
did some door-slamming to help
him."

Jones surged from fourth to first
off the final corner, after he and La-
gasse lagged back to get a run on
the leader.

"Scott and I were kind of drag-
ging back, trying to see if we could
get a run to the top there," Jones
said. "When the 29 and the 19
(Reddick) came off of (Turn) 4, the
29 never lagged back. He just tried
to pull out and make the pass on
the 19.

"When he did that, it just opened
the door for Scott on the bottom,
and I was dragged back a little bit
more than he was and got the pull
off both of them. I went to the top
and saw the opening and (ended
up) running second. Just kind of a
typical Daytona thing, I guess."

A massive wreck on Lap 49 of
100 wiped out a third of the field,
but the two Brad Keselowski Rac-
ing trucks managed to stay out of
harmʼs way by staying up front for
the vast majority of the race.

By the time the hood flew up on
Bryan Silasʼ No. 99 Chevrolet, cov-
ered the windshield and forced the
truck to pit road, there were 13
trucks on the lead lap, with Reddick
and Theriault in the top two spots.

Silas returned to the track sans
hood, but on Lap 85 the air cleaner
dislodged from the top of the en-
gine, landed on the racing surface
and caused the fifth caution of the
evening.
Reddick and Theriault paced the
field to a restart on Lap 89 and held
the top two spots until Ryan Ellisʼ
Chevy slowed on the track and
caused the sixth caution with eight
laps remaining, setting up the
scramble to the finish at the end.

NOTES: Defending series cham-
pion Matt Crafton finished eighth ...
Rookie Ray Black Jr. ran fifth, de-
spite sustaining damage during a
Lap 13 accident that caused the
first caution of the evening.
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Tyler Reddick Survives Wild

Scramble to Win Daytona

Truck Race

Tyler Reddick celebrates in DIS

victory lane after winning his

first NASCAR Camping World

Truck Series race. (RONDA

GREER photo)

An on track-incident collects a pack of trucks during the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Nex-

tEra Energy Resources 250 at Daytona International Speedway. (CHRIS TROTMAN/GETTY IMAGES

photo)



Atlanta Motor

Speedway

HAMPTON, GA -
Georgia native and
Grammy-nominated
country music record-
ing artist and song-
writer Cole Swindell
will highlight a music-
filled Folds of  Honor
QuikTrip 500 weekend
at Atlanta Motor
Speedway Feb. 27-
March 1. 

From the AMS
Fan Stage to Sun-
dayʼs Fast Cars and
Guitars pre-race con-
cert on the start/finish

line, each day of race weekend will
supply canʼt-miss live perform-
ances, as NASCAR racing returns
to Atlanta Motor Speedway for the
second stop on the 2015 schedule.

Hereʼs a full rundown of all the
musical guests and where to see
them next weekend at Atlanta
Motor Speedway:

• Friday, Feb. 27: Country music
artist Josh Black will play a full set
at “The Gathering Place” following
the dayʼs on-track activities, as
Speedway Motorsports, Inc. CEO
Marcus Smith and Atlanta Motor
Speedway president Ed Clark will
be on hand for the grand opening
of the all-new music and social
venue inside the Legends Camp-
ground. The party begins at 7:30
p.m.

• Saturday, Feb. 28: Mackenzie
Morris, a rising Nashville country
music star, will kick off the live
music Saturday on the Atlanta
Motor Speedway Fan Stage at 9:35
a.m.

At 12:05 p.m., one of Philadel-
phiaʼs most popular new bands,
Rivers Monroe, will turn up the vol-
ume on the Fan Stage, ahead of
the scheduled 2 p.m. start time the
Hisense 250.

Catch rocker Christian OʼConnor
between races on the Fan Stage at
3:45 p.m. before the Hyundai Con-
struction Equipment 200, the sec-
ond half of the dayʼs NASCAR
doubleheader, takes to the track.

Bill Turpin and the Shoulderbone
Creek Orchestra will cap off a full
day of NASCAR action with an
acoustic set at “The Gathering
Place” at 7:30 p.m. 

• Sunday, March. 1: Mackenzi
Morris will be back on the Fan Zone
stage at 9 a.m. to get the party
started on Sunday morning.

Rivers Monroe follows Mackenzi
Morris on the Fan Stage at 11 a.m.,
and Christian OʼConnor will also re-
turn at noon for a back-to-back
Sunday matinee to wrap up the

weekendʼs Fan Stage perform-
ances.

Cole Swindell, whose single
“Chillinʼ It” climbed to No. 1 on the
country music radio charts, will
headline the Fast Cars and Guitars
pre-race concert on the front
stretch ahead of Folds of Honor
QuikTrip 500 NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series race. The party gets started
at 11 a.m. and immediately pre-
cedes the NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries driver introductions.

Rounding out the musical guests
is Gavin DeGraw. While not per-
forming a live set during the week-
end, DeGraw will serve as the
honorary pace car driver at the be-
ginning of the Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 to lead Sprint Cup Series
drivers to the green flag.

All musical performances in the
Fan Zone and “The Gathering
Place” are free of charge and open
to all fans attending the Folds of
Honor QuikTrip 500 weekend.
Stage-front access to the Fast Cars
and Guitars pre-race concert on
the AMS front stretch is free with
the purchase of a pre-race pit pass.
All performance schedules are sub-
ject to change.

For more information about At-
lanta Motor Speedwayʼs NASCAR
weekend or to purchase tickets
today, call the AMS ticket office at
(770) 946-4211, (877) 9-AMS-TIX
or visit www.atlantamotorspeed-
way.com.

Talladega Superspeedway

TALLADEGA, AL - Talladega Su-
perspeedwayʼs “Two for $88” ticket
package, named for NASCARʼs
most popular driver and a Tal-
ladega favorite - Dale Earnhardt, Jr.
- is back for the May 3 GEICO 500.

Earnhardt, Jr., a five-time winner
at NASCARʼs Most Competitive
track, opened the 2015 NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series season in a big
way Thursday evening with a vic-
tory in the first Budweiser Duel twin
qualifying race at Daytona, which
helped set the starting grid for Sun-
dayʼs Daytona 500.

The “Two for $88” Dale Jr. Tal-
ladega package gives fans a $32
savings off the regular price for two
Lincoln Grandstand tickets to the
Sunday, May 3 GEICO 500
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race –
where the winner is all but guaran-
teed a spot in the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup. The offer is
for a limited time. For more infor-
mation, visit www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com/dalejr.

Earnhardt, Jr., who is coming off
a year in which he won four races
and was eighth in the title chase, is
the only driver in history to win four

consecutive NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series events at Talladega Super-
speedway - the biggest and bad-
dest race track on the planet.

“The ʻTwo for $88 packageʼ is
one of the most popular we have
had here,” said Talladega Super-
speedway Chairman Grant Lynch.
“It offers two great seats in our Lin-
coln Grandstand at an amazing
value. Dale Jr. has always been a
threat at Talladega and the GEICO
500 is a race that he is sure to be a
factor in. It was evident after Thurs-
day nightʼs race in Daytona that his
team is ready to show some mus-
cle.”

This yearʼs GEICO 500 on May
3 will be the 10th event on the 2015
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series sched-
ule. 

In addition to the “Two for $88”
package, Talladega Superspeed-
way is offering up additional great
“single day” savings for the spring
event weekend, May 1-3, which
also includes the International Mo-
torsports Hall of Fame 200 ARCA
Racing Series race and the Winn-
Dixie 300 NASCAR XFINITY Se-
ries event. Fans save $10 off all
regular pricing for a limited time,
and kids 12-and-under receive a
$50 discount on all frontstretch
seats.

Martinsville Speedway

MARTINSVILLE, VA - In an ef-
fort to give fans even more flexibil-
ity when it comes purchasing
tickets for the STP 500, the Mar-
tinsville Speedway ticket office is
extending its hours.

With race day just six weeks
away, the Martinsville Speedway
ticket office will be open on Satur-
days beginning this week to give
fans more opportunity to drop by
the track and pick out their seats for
the March 29 race.

Beginning Feb. 21, the speed-
way ticket office will be open from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays. The
Martinsville Speedway ticket office
is open Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fans have many great deals to
choose from for the STP 500, in-
cluding: The Family Four Pack:
With the Family Four Pack, a fam-
ily of four can attend the STP 500
for just $110. The Family Four Pack
includes two adult seats and two
youth 12 and under seats in the
Clay Earles Tower, rows 6-14.

Youth and Teen Prices: Tickets
for youth 12 and under are just $15
in the Clay Earles Tower, rows 15-
52. Teen tickets (ages 13-17) in the
same area are $25. Youth and teen
ticket prices are good with the pur-
chase of an adult ticket to the STP

500.
Tickets for youth 12 and under

are just $5 to the Kroger 250
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series race on March 28 and youth
are admitted free to Virginia Lottery
Pole Day on March 27. Adult tick-
ets for the Kroger 250 are $30 in
advance and $35 on race day.

Adult ticket prices for the STP
500 start at $45. Seats in the Bill
France Tower are only $50.

In addition to buying tickets at
the track, tickets to the STP 500 on
March 29, the Kroger 250 on March
28 and the Virginia Lottery Pole
Day on March 27 can be pur-
chased by calling 1.877.RACE.TIX
or purchased online at www.mar-
tinsvillespeedway.com.

Dover International Speedway

DOVER, DE - Firefly Music Fes-
tival is returning to The Woodlands
of Dover International Speedway
for the fourth year the weekend of
June 18-21. Along with headliners
Kings of Leon and The Killers, a
third headliner will be revealed at a
later date. The 2015 lineup also
features Morrissey, Snoop Dogg,
Foster the People, Bastille, Modest
Mouse, Zedd, Hozier, Empire of the
Sun, Kid Cudi and nearly 100 addi-
tional acts performing across seven
stages.

Tickets will go on sale at a later
date and fans are encouraged to
download the official Firefly app or
subscribe to emails through Firefly-
Festival.com in order to be notified
in advance of the announcement.

“2015 marks Fireflyʼs fourth year
and weʼre bringing our best lineup
to date,” says Firefly Music Festival
Director Greg Bostrom. “Weʼre
looking forward to revealing our
third headliner as well as to June
while we prepare to give fans the
most memorable weekend of their
summer.”

Select Firefly performances will
be broadcasted live on AXS TV,
with on-air dates June 19-21. At-
tendees will see the return of fa-
vorite attractions such as the
Dogfish Head Brewery, The Coffee
House, and Hammock Hangout.
The “Beercade” (an updated ver-
sion of The Arcade) will make its
debut, along with the announce-
ment of new attractions in the com-
ing months.

For the fourth year, fans can
support the lifesaving work of St.
Jude Childrenʼs Research Hospital
through a variety of on-site dona-
tion opportunities.

For additional information, con-
tact Lauren King at lau-
ren.king@redfrogevents.com, or
visit FireflyFestival.com.
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BARBERVILLE,
FL - Putting an excla-
mation mark on his
tremendous DIRTcar
Nationals perform-
ance, Shane Clanton
led the final 19 laps of
Saturday's World of
Outlaws Late Model
Series main event to
claim his fourth victory

in five races at Volusia Speedway
Park's annual week of Super Late
Model racing.

The utter domination solidifies
Clanton's recovery from a dismal
2014 season the saw the 39-year-
old racer go winless on the WoO
LMS for the first time since the na-
tional tour was restarted in 2004.
Looking for his first ever WoO LMS
championship, Clanton has firmly
established himself as the 2015
title favorite as he leaves Florida
with a commanding 90-point lead
over defending series champion
Darrell Lanigan.

"That was a good ole Georgia
ass-kickin' right there," said Clan-
ton whose early-season trip
through Georgia and Florida in-
cluded five victories overall with
nine top-five finishes in 11 events
between three tracks. "We were by
far the class of the field. I don't give
a damn what anybody says. We

worked our ass off all winter long.
This feels good."

Clanton became the first driver
in the 44-year history of Volusia's
annual week-long stretch of Febru-
ary Late Model racing to claim four
victories in the same year. The un-
precedented performance began
with a DIRTcar Late Model-sanc-
tioned victory in Monday's opener
and concluded with a sweep of the
week's three WoO LMS programs.

The four triumphs and a fifth-
place finish in Wednesday's DIRT-
car-sanctioned event lifted Clanton
to the DIRTcar Nationals overall
points championship, earning the
WoO LMS veteran his first Big
Gator trophy to go along with his
four smaller Gator trophies earned
throughout the week.

Jimmy Owens finished second
in Saturday's A-Main, 2.234 sec-
onds behind Clanton at the finish of
the 50-lap race. Scott Bloomquist
was third, while three-time and de-
fending WoO LMS champion Dar-
rell Lanigan charged from his 22nd
starting spot to finish fourth and
15th-starting Steve Francis finished
fifth.

Driving a Clements-powered
Capital Race Car owned by his fa-
ther-in-law Ron Davies, Clanton
moved forward from his sixth start-
ing spot and settled in behind pole-

sitter Tim McCreadie in the early
going.

Clanton was content to ride be-
hind McCreadie until the race's
waning laps, but a hard-charging
Owens forced him to abandon
those plans.

Owens briefly took the second
spot from Clanton on a lap-24
restart, but Clanton quickly took the
spot back and went to work on Mc-
Creadie. After Clanton's lap-29
pass for the lead was nullified by a
caution, he took advantage of Mc-
Creadie's lap-32 slip in turns three
and four to race ahead for good.

Clanton turned back brief chal-
lenges from Owens and
Bloomquist on the race's final two
restarts and pulled away to the
24th WoO LMS victory of his ca-
reer.

"I drove me heart out tonight just
biding my time and making the right
moves at the right time," said Clan-
ton, who has already equaled his
winningest WoO LMS seasons of
2008 and 2013. "The pace tonight
was just unbelievably fast. I was
afraid I was gonna hurt my right-
rear tire, so I just paced myself the
first 15 or 20 laps. Owens got up to
second there and I knew I had to
go then. I just took the right moves
and got back by him and made the
right move to get by McCreadie."

Owens appeared to be the class
of the field when he charged by
Clanton on lap 24, but his bid to
claim his first career DIRTcar Na-
tionals victory fell short to Clanton's
domination.

"I didn't want to see them
restarts," said Owens, who drove

his Brian Rowland-owned Club 29
machine to his first top five in three
starts at Volusia this week.
"Shane's been in a different zip
code all week, so I consider this a
win instead of second."

Bloomquist was the only driver
besides Clanton to win a Late
Model feature at this year's DIRT-
car Nationals with his DIRTcar-
sanctioned triumph on Wednesday
night. But his bid to drive his
Sweet-Bloomquist Race Car to a
second victory was denied.

"Shane really just had every-
body covered tonight and he was
good all week," Bloomquist said.
"We know when we get beat, and
we got beat this weekend."

McCreadie slid back to sixth at
the finish with Kent Robinson sev-
enth. Former WoO LMS Rookie of
the Year Eric Wells was eighth at
the finish with fellow series regulars
Chase Junghans and Boom Briggs
rounding out the top 10.

The race was slowed by six cau-
tions, all for either flat tires or me-
chanical woes. The race's first
yellow flag came just after second-
running Frank Heckenast Jr.
clipped the rear of Walker Arthur's
slowing machine. The contact
caused significant damage to the
left-front of the 2014 Rookie of the
Year's car, eventually forcing him
out of the race.

Other potential contenders to fall
by the wayside included Billy Moyer
who slowed from the fourth position
with apparent engine troubles on
lap 29. Mechanical issues also
struck three-time WoO LMS cham-
pion Josh Richards ending his run
from 18th to seventh on lap 38.

Saturday's event concluded the
WoO LMS tour's stretch of seven
events in Georgia and Florida to
open the season. The series re-
turns to action March 20-21 with a
doubleheader weekend at Ken-
tucky Lake Motor Speedway in
Calvert City, Ky., and I-30 Speed-
way in Little Rock, Ark.

For more information on the
WoO LMS, visit www.worldofout-
laws.com.

Fans can also follow the WoO
LMS on Twitter at Twitter.com
/WoOLateModels and Facebook at
Facebook .com/Wor ldo fOu t -
lawsLateModelSeries.

Clanton Continues With
Second Consecutive

Victory At Volusia
BARBERVILLE, FL - Shane

Clanton's 2014 struggles are no
more than a distant memory.

Continuing his 180-degree
(Continued on next page)
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s Clanton Completes DIRTcar

Nationals Domination With

Unprecedented Fourth Victory

In Five Events At Volusia

Shane Clanton was more than dominant during the DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia Speedway Park, win-

ning four times out of five events. (PAUL ARCH photo)



Continued...

transformation from a
season ago, Clanton,
39, outdueled Dale
McDowell late in Fri-
day's DIRTcar Nation-
als main event at
Volusia Speedway
Park to earn his third
World of Outlaws Late
Model Series victory
of the season. Clan-
ton's triumph marked
his third of the week at
Volusia's 44th annual
DIRTcar Nationals as
he stretched his lead
in the WoO LMS
standings to 82 points.

"God dog this feels good," said
Clanton, who has a perfect six top-
five finishes in six WoO LMS
events this season. "Hats off to (car
builder) Marshall Green and (car
owner) Ron Davies and everyone
that helps on this program. It's
been a long road. Hopefully we can
keep on this road because we're
loving it."

Clanton earned $10,100 in
steering his Weldbank Energy-
sponsored Capital Race Car to vic-
tory lane for the second straight
night at Volusia's half-mile oval. He
took the checkereds 1.479 seconds
ahead of McDowell's Team Dillon
Racing Warrior. Chub Frank con-
tinued his resurgence with a third-
place finish, while former WoO
LMS champions Scott Bloomquist
and Billy Moyer rounded out the top
five.

Friday's victory didn't come
nearly as easy as Clanton's domi-
nating performance on Thursday
night. Starting from pole, Clanton
cruised through the early portions
of the 50-lap race before the first
caution with 21 laps complete
erased his massive half-track lead.

The seventh-starting McDowell
took advantage of the restart to
grab second from Darrell Lanigan
and quickly moved to challenge
Clanton for the lead. After chasing
Clanton for 10 laps, McDowell com-
pleted the pass on lap 31 when
Clanton jumped the turn-four cush-
ion.

As McDowell pulled away, Clan-
ton lost second to Frank and was in
danger of dropping ever farther
back before the second of the
race's two cautions gave him a
much-needed respite on lap 36.

The break in the action was just
what Clanton needed to get his No.
25 machine back in gear. He
quickly cleared Frank for second on
the restart and after a side-by-side
battle with McDowell, completed a
high-side pass to regain the lead

on lap 38.
"Dale made me get up on the

wheel," Clanton said of the battle
with his fellow Peach State driver.
"I was driving too hard and sealed
the right-rear tire. Luckily that cau-
tion came out and let me cool it off
and get the edges back cool so it
would go again."

McDowell fell just short of claim-
ing his first WoO LMS victory since
2005, but his runner-up effort con-
tinued a solid week at Volusia for
the 48-year-old former series regu-
lar.

"The caution killed us," said Mc-
Dowell, who enters Saturday's
DIRTcar Nationals finale with a pair
of runner-up finishes and a sixth-
place result in the three events he's
entered so far this week. "It kinda
dirtied up his groove up top when
we ran that long green. Under the
caution, it packed it back down. I
knew where he was going, but I
was a little too tight to go up there.

"We're happy with a top three a
couple of times already. We'll work
on it a little bit more for tomorrow
night and see if we can go one spot
better."

The third-place finish continues
Frank's string of improved perform-
ances since switching to a Long-
horn Chassis at the start of the
season. Looking to end a more
than five-year WoO LMS winless
streak, the 52-year-old series vet-
eran is pleased with the perform-
ance of his new car.

"This car's been really good,"
Frank said. "We ran third over at
Ocala and ran some top fives and
stuff. We're real happy with the car
and the way things are gelling. We
just gotta keep it going."

Lanigan slid back to sixth at the
finish after charging from his ninth
starting spot all the way to second
in just six laps. Eric Wells logged
his best WoO LMS finish of the
season with a seventh-place effort,
while Brandon Sheppard advanced
from 22nd to eighth. Rick Eckert
finished ninth with Josh Richards
taking 10th.

The race was slowed on just two
occasions with the first yellow flag
appearing when Chase Junghans
slowed on lap 21. Jonathan Dav-
enport caused the second caution
when he slowed from the fourth po-
sition with damage to the right front
of his race car.

Clanton Cruises To
Second WoO Late

Model Series Victory
At Volusia

BARBERVILLE, FL - Shane
Clanton continued his tremendous

start to the 2015 season with a
dominating display in Thursday's
DIRTcar Nationals A-Main at Volu-
sia Speedway Park.

Clanton, the 39-year-old World
of Outlaws Late Model Series vet-
eran, led every lap of Thursday's
50-lap race to earn his second
WoO LMS victory of the season
and his second victory during the
2015 version of Volusia's six-day
stretch of Super Late Model racing.

"This shows how hard we
worked over the winter to get
where we're at," said Clanton,
whose only opposition came in the
form of brief challenges from run-
ner-up Don O'Neal and third-place
finisher Jonathan Davenport fol-
lowing restarts. "This sport is gruel-
ing at times and great at others.
Right now it's just great to me."

Indeed, 2015 has been more
than kind to Clanton thus far. Fol-
lowing a disappointing 2014 cam-
paign, Clanton has been fantastic
in his Weldbank Energy-sponsored
Capital Race Car this season with
top-five finishes in all five WoO
LMS events and a DIRTcar-sanc-
tioned victory during Monday's
DIRTcar Nationals opener to go
along with his two WoO LMS tri-
umphs. The early-season hot
streak has landed Clanton firmly
atop the WoO LMS standings by 64
points as he chases his first series
title.

"It feels great to know what it
feels like to win a lot again," said
Clanton, who ended a 66-race
WoO LMS winless streak with his
first victory of the year at Screven
Motor Speedway, on Feb. 7. "It's
been a long struggle to get where
we're at, but we work hard and
never give up."

O'Neal crossed the finish line
well behind Clanton in the second
spot, with Davenport farther back in
third. Kent Robinson of Blooming-
ton, Ind., advanced from his 19th
starting spot to finish fourth with
12th-starting Earl Pearson Jr.
rounding out the top five in a race
slowed by five cautions, all for ei-
ther slowing cars or single-car
spins.

O'Neal gave Clanton his biggest
challenge following a lap-29 restart,
using the high side to nearly pull
even with the leader exiting turn
two. But O'Neal's bid came up
empty and after a similar challenge
following the race's final restart on
lap 33, Clanton pulled to more than
a five-second advantage in the
closing laps.

O'Neal fell short of claiming his
first DIRTcar Nationals victory since
2011, but the 50-year-old racer was
boosted by the strong perform-

ance.
"I couldn't run it any harder than

I ran it up there them couple of
laps," said O'Neal, who pilots a
Peak Antifreeze and Motor Oil-
sponsored Barry Wright Race Car
for Clint Bowyer Racing. I realized
when I couldn't get buy him I was
just getting the tires hot, so I had to
move back down.

"This is a lot better than we've
been doing. We just lacked a little
bit there when (the track surface)
slicked off. But we've got some-
thing to work with now so maybe
we can have another good couple
of nights."

Davenport ran second for much
of the race's first half, but he wasn't
able to keep pace with Clanton and
eventually allowed O'Neal to slip
passed him following a lap-16
restart. With his third-place result,
Davenport recorded the best DIRT-
car Nationals finish of his career in
his Lee Roy and Kevin Rumley-
owned Longhorn Chassis.

"We're finally getting a little bet-
ter here," said Davenport, whose
previous best DIRTcar Nationals
finish was a fifth-place result in
2011. "I ain't ever been any good at
this place when it comes feature
time. I've won a bunch of heat
races, but as soon as it gets slick I
struggle.

"Kevin's been working on the car
and getting it really good and
maybe my driving's getting a little
better. Maybe tomorrow we'll move
up and try to get a win."

Dale McDowell of Chickamauga,
Ga., was sixth in Thursday's final
rundown after climbing as high as
third midway through the race.
Brandon Sheppard of New Berlin,
Ill., advanced from his 15th starting
spot to finish seventh, while Darrell
Lanigan charged from 24th to
eighth.

Jimmy Owens recovered to fin-
ish ninth after having to start from
the tail of the field because he
switched to a backup car when his
primary machine suffered mechan-
ical woes during his heat race vic-
tory. He was followed at the finish
by 18th-starting Steve Francis.

A number of drivers charged into
contention only to fade late in the
race. Three-time WoO LMS cham-
pion Josh Richards quickly ad-
vanced from his 10th starting spot
into the top five, but faded during
the race's middle portions. A pit
stop under a lap-26 caution
dropped him to a 19th-place finish.
Tim McCreadie, advanced into the
top five from his 20th starting spot,
but a lap-33 spin relegated the for-
mer series champion to a 15th at
the checkereds.
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DEARBORN, MI -
For the eighth-consec-
utive year, one tal-
ented child with type 1
diabetes (T1D) will win
a trip to see the car he
or she designed race
in a real, professional
motorsport, courtesy
of Motorcraft, the offi-

cial recommended aftermarket part
for Ford vehicles, and Quick Lane
Tire and Auto Centers, in an excit-
ing contest that raises funds for
JDRF.

This year, the winner will attend
the Brickyard 400, July 26, 2015, a
NASCAR Sprint Cup race where
the JDRF-themed Ford Fusion
stock car will compete.

Ford Motor Companyʼs relation-
ship with JDRF spans three
decades. In 2008, the Ford Cus-
tomer Service Division and its Mo-
torcraft and Quick Lane Tire and
Auto Centers brands joined the ef-
fort with the Race Car Design Con-
test.

Wood Brothers Racing, in its
65th year of NASCAR completion
and owners of the iconic No. 21
Motorcraft/Quick Lane Ford Fusion
stock car driven by up-and-coming

first-year driver Ryan Blaney, are
again participating in the JDRF
Race Car Design Contest. Team
co-owner Eddie Wood looks for-
ward to JDRF weekend at the fa-
mous Indiana racing oval.

“We couldnʼt be more delighted
to once again be part of Motorcraft
and Quick Laneʼs Race Car Design
Contest for JDRF,” Wood said.
“JDRF is helping these kids deal
with having type 1 diabetes and at
the same time are trying to find a
cure. Weʼre happy to be doing our
part.”

In seven years, the race car de-
sign contest has raised more than
$400,000 to fund JDRF research,
the only organization with a strate-
gic plan to end T1D.

“JDRF is extremely grateful for
the generous support from Ford
Motor Company,” said Derek Rapp,
JDRF president and CEO. “We are
excited about the eighth-consecu-
tive Motorcraft and Quick Laneʼs
Race Car Design contest that
brings such awareness for type 1di-
abetes. JDRFʼs relationship with
Ford spans three decades and we
are inspired by the commitment
and dedication of all those involved
to help raise funds for this disease.”

Children ages 5-18 with T1D are
eligible to participate. Visit For-
dracecar.jdrf.org to download entry
forms and official rules. Entrants
will be matched to a JDRF chapter
local to their area to help in the
process.

Every child who enters raises
money for JDRF by inviting their
friends and family to “vote” through
donations toward research that will
help create a world without T1D.

“We are proud to use our motor-
sports platform to increase aware-
ness of T1D and to help raise funds
for its eventual cure,” said Mary
Lou Quesnell, Marketing Director,
FCSD.

In 2014, Carson Magee, 11, of
Coeur dʼAlene, Idaho, raised
$3,735 in the contest that gave him
the racing experience of a lifetime.
Magee, a very active advocate for
JDRF, was diagnosed with T1D at
age 7.

T1D is a disease in which the
bodyʼs pancreas stops producing
enough insulin, a hormone that is
needed to turn food into energy.
People with T1D must monitor their
blood sugar levels and administer
insulin via shots or an insulin pump,
multiple times every day. JDRF is
the largest charitable funder of T1D
research, focused on supporting
key therapies that hold significant
promise in turning Type One into
Type None.

NASCAR Puts Youth on
the Fast Track to Learn

With NASCAR
Acceleration Nation

DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The
school of NASCAR® is officially in
session. NASCAR today an-
nounced the launch of NASCAR
Acceleration Nation, the sportʼs
first-ever national learning and en-
tertainment platform created just for
kids.

NASCAR Acceleration Nation
will impact children across the
country through an in-school Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering &
Math (STEM) program, created to-
gether with Scholastic. Classroom
content will focus on teaching the
aerodynamic principles of Drag,
Downforce and Drafting, the
NASCAR Three Dʼs of Speed™.

The fun and dynamic Accelera-
tionNation.com will engage kids
with exclusive content and
NASCAR-themed games and ac-
tivities, while the NASCAR Acceler-
ation Nation Experience will bring
the platform to life for children and
families at race tracks.

“NASCAR Acceleration Nation is
about bringing kids closer to our

sport in an entertaining and educa-
tional way,” said Brent Dewar,
NASCAR chief operating officer.
“When you look at the speed and
design of our race cars and their
performance on the track,
NASCAR represents a unique plat-
form to teach math and science.
Our goal is to make learning these
subjects fun for kids.”

NASCAR and its Research &
Development Center teamed up
with Scholastic to develop the mo-
torsports industryʼs first national in-
school education program. The
STEM supplemental materials
were designed for elementary and
middle school students and feature
lessons and activities for each of
the NASCAR Three Dʼs of Speed.

The easy-to-use learning mate-
rials address state and Next Gen-
eration Science standards and will
be distributed as kits to 7,400
classrooms nationwide in the pro-
gramʼs first year, reaching nearly
200,000 students. In addition, all
classroom materials and content
will be available for teachers to
download from a microsite ac-
cessed from AccelerationNa-
tion.com.  

“Kids are always inspired by
real-life events around them,”
stated Ann Amstuz-Hayes, SVP
Scholastic National Partnerships.
“This program is a great example of
how the science behind a sport and
can be brought to life for students
in way that is both educational, rel-
evant and fun.”

AccelerationNation.com fea-
tures games and activities inspired
by various elements of the sport
and is divided into four activity pil-
lars – Think, Move, Build and Team
Up. Kids can test their NASCAR
engine knowledge by going “Under
the Hood,” answer math equations
with “Flash Cars” and take a quiz to
see which NASCAR Sprint Cup Se-
ries™ driver they most resemble.
They can also play the RaceFlex
racing game and sign up to earn
points and badges for completing
online activities.

The NASCAR Acceleration Na-
tion Experience is a 6,400-square-
foot footprint designed to entertain
children and families during a num-
ber of NASCAR national series
race weekends. At the interactive
experience, kids can sit in the dri-
verʼs seat of a customized
NASCAR Acceleration Nation stock
car to learn more about the cars
competing on the racetrack.   

For more information about
NASCAR Acceleration Nation, and
to download the in-school STEM
materials, visit AccelerationNa-
tion.com.
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Now Accepting Designs for
the Eighth Annual Race Car

Design Contest for JDRF
Winner Designs Motorcraft/Quick Lane
Ford Fusion for Wood Brothers Racing

Last year Carson Magee, 11, of Coeur dʼAlene, Idaho, raised $3,735

with his winning design for the Motorcraft/Quick Lane Ford.

(jdrf.org photo)



BARBERVILLE,
FL - Scott Bloomquist
rekindled his love af-
fair with Volusia
Speedway Park.

The veteran racer
mastered the half-mile
oval's clay surface
during Wednesday's
DIRTcar Nationals A-
Main, leading all 40
laps of the caution-
free race for a $10,000

DIRTcar Late Model victory.
"I love this racetrack," said

Bloomquist, who recorded his 10th
career DIRTcar Nationals triumph
as Volusia closed out its stretch of
DIRTcar-sanctioned action ahead
of three straight nights of World of
Outlaws Late Model Series pro-
grams Thursday through Saturday.
"It's so demanding and has so
much character. There's nothing
like it really anywhere. It's definitely
one of my top three racetracks I
love coming to."

Bloomquist, who has now
claimed at least one DIRTcar Na-
tionals victory in every season
since 2011, was nearly untouch-
able in racing to his first win of the
season. He took command from
the outside pole and never looked
back.

Third-starting Dale McDowell
briefly closed within striking dis-
tance as Bloomquist entered
lapped traffic midway through the
race, but Bloomquist quickly
stretched his advantage once he
cleared the slower cars.

McDowell settled for the runner-
up finish, 1.923 seconds behind
Bloomquist. Morgan Bagley was
third with reigning WoO LMS cham-
pion Darrell Lanigan fourth. Shane
Clanton was fifth.

Making his first appearance at
this year's DIRTcar Nationals, Mc-
Dowell at times appeared to be
able to keep pace with Bloomquist
in traffic, but he was never able to
mount a serious challenge. The
veteran driver, who spent the first
week of the DIRTcar Nationals as-
sisting DIRTcar UMP Modified driv-
ers Austin and Ty Dillon, fell just
short of claiming his third career
DIRTcar Nationals victory.

"It took me a little bit of time
there to get going," said McDowell,
who hasn't won a DIRTcar Nation-
als A-Main since winning in back-
to-back seasons in 1998-99. "I've
been working with modifieds this

week and this was our first night
out with this thing. We did good.
We made some adjustments, but
we've got some work to do for to-
morrow night.

"We'll work on this thing and see
if we can't get it closer to the front -
one spot more tomorrow night."

After dropping back to fourth
form his pole starting spot, Bagley
recovered to take third from Jared
Landers on lap 16 on his way to
recording his first DIRTcar Nation-
als podium finish.

"It wasn't a bad night," said
Bagley, whose previous best DIRT-
car Nationals performance was a
sixth-place finish in 2012. "We fi-
nally got qualified good and got to
start up front. We just got to work
on this thing and get her better so
maybe we can get up there and get
us a trophy."

Landers slid back to sixth at the
finish after pressuring McDowell for
second early in the race. Three-
time WoO LMS champion Josh
Richards of Shinnston, W.Va., ad-
vanced from his 17th starting spot
to finish seventh with Jonathan
Davenport eighth. Chub Frank was
ninth with fellow Keystone State
driver Gregg Satterlee rounding out
the top 10.

Clanton Continues
Impressive Start To 2015
With First Career Victory

in DIRTcar Nationals
BARBERVILLE, FL - Make room

in your trophy case, Shane Clan-
ton.

The Zebulon, Ga., racer added
another piece of prestigious hard-
ware to his expansive collection
Monday night, earning his first
Gator trophy with a victory during
the opening night of the Late Model
portion of Volusia Speedway Park's
44th annual DIRTcar Nationals.

"This feels real good," the 39-
year-old Clanton said after lifting
the first of six Gator trophies to be
awarded to the winners of this
week's six DIRTcar Nationals A-
Mains at Volusia's half-mile oval.
"One of those things has eluded
me for a long time. We've run good
down here, just haven't had Lady
Luck on our side. Right now every-
thing's clicking."

Continuing his terrific start to the
season, the fifth-starting Clanton
overtook Darrell Lanigan with four
laps remaining in Monday's 30-lap

DIRTcar Late Model-sanctioned
main event on his way to claiming
his second victory of the season.

Lanigan settled for second,
1.803 seconds behind Clanton.
Crossing the finish line just before
his engine expired, Tim McCreadie
finished third to give World of Out-
laws Late Model Series regulars a
top-three sweep. Rodney Sanders
was fourth with Casey Roberts
rounding out the top five in a race
slowed by two cautions.

After struggling through one of
the worst years of his career in
2014, Clanton has been on fire to
start the new season. He's finished
no worse than seventh in the seven
races he's entered and holds the
early lead in the WoO LMS points
chase after scoring a victory and
three more top-five finishes in four
races on the national tour's 2015
campaign.

"Marshall Green and Capital
Race Cars and my father-in-law
(and car owner) Ron Davies give
me everything I need to come out
here and do this deal," said Clan-
ton, whose Clements-powered
Capital machine carries sponsor-
ship from Weldbank Energy and
Hornburg Oil.

"My crew chief Brock (Wise) has
come back this year and made a
world of difference. We're gelling
good and everything's going good
right now."

Mastering Volusia's high-speed
surface, Clanton quickly advanced
to second from his fifth starting spot
but waited until the race's closing
laps to attempt a move on Lanigan.
After erasing Lanigan's nearly
straightaway lead, Clanton edged
ahead on the back straightway on
lap 23, only to give the spot back
when a slower machine blocked his
low lane in turns three and four.

The race's final caution one lap
later gave the leaders clear track
for the final run to the finish, allow-
ing Clanton to display his superior-

ity. He pulled even with Lanigan on
lap 25 and completed the low-side
pass exiting turn two on lap 26.

"I got by him there (on lap 23),
but the (slower car of Mason Zei-
gler) was in the bottom and blocked
my line," Clanton said. "I knew I
had a good race car early in the
race and was just biding my time
and just saving my tires as long as
I could. When it was time to go I
went."

Lanigan, the three-time and de-
fending WoO LMS champion who
has struggled to match his domi-
nant 2014 performance level so far
this season, settled for his sixth
top-five finish in 11 races this sea-
son but for the second straight
night was denied a victory after
starting the A-Main from the front
row.

"Second sucks, but Shane did a
great job," said Lanigan, who also
started from the outside pole of
Sunday's WoO LMS A-Main at
nearby Bubba Raceway Park in
Ocala, Fla., but was never a factor
before dropping out of the race.
"We've got a new piece here that's
a pretty good hot rod. We'll see
what we can get together for to-
morrow night and see if we can't
win tomorrow night."

The first of the two breaks in
Monday's A-Main action occurred
when Rick Eckert ran into the back
of Kyle Brunson's slowing car. The
contact sent Eckert's car airborne
as it completed a single barrel roll
before coming back to the ground.
Eckert emerged uninjured, but his
new MasterSbilt by Huey machine
suffered heavy damage.

Polesitter Billy Moyer saw his
race come to an early end when
mechanical issues forced him to re-
tire during the red flag following
Eckert's wreck.

The race's other caution ap-
peared when Sanders tangled with
Earl Pearson Jr. sending Pearson
spinning from the sixth position.
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Earn 10th Career

DIRTcar Nationals Victory

Scott Bloomquist led all forty laps in Wednesdayʼs A-Main at Volu-

sia Speedway Park during the DIRTcar Nationals. This was

Bloomquistʼs 10th career DIRTcar Nationals victory. (PAUL ARCH

photo)



TAMPA, FL - In-
credible doesn't being
to describe the slide
job festival that took
place with the Lucas
Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented
by MAVTV American
Real in the 17th an-
nual King of the 360's
and 14th annual
Ronald Laney Memo-
rial as Pennsylvania's
Mark Smith claimed

the evening's $10,000 bounty in his
second start.

"This is probably one of the
biggest of my career. Next to win-
ning an Outlaw show in the Prelim
night at the National Open, this one
ranks right up there," said Smith
when asked what winning the
Ronald Laney Memorial meant to
him. "We ran third the first night,
second the second night; we had to
win. We couldn't go home fourth or
fifth so this was it."

Asked about being challenged
for the lead, Smith replied, "We
kept having those short runs and I
just need to get heat in my tire. I
knew once I got my tires hot, it
would lock down and I could go
anywhere I wanted. I just needed to
be patient and wait on my car and
hopefully, it would go green long
enough. When it did, it was all over
from there."

With the lead exchanged over
and over at both ends of the East
Bay Raceway Park, Smith opened
the 40 lap affair from the outside of
the front row. Going slide for slide
with Brad Loyet the first two laps,

Smith slowly distanced himself
from the Vacuworx No. 05.

Jumping to third from sixth on
Lap 3, Aaron Reutzel began track-
ing down Loyet for the runner-up
spot with both starting to run down
Smith who wasted no time catching
the tail of the field.

Slowed on Lap 10, the caution
displayed again on Lap 12 and 13.

With slower cars out of the mix
among the top-three, the restart on
Lap 13 saw Smith and Loyet
charge low, leaving the cushion
wide open for Aaron Reutzel. Run-
ning the boards into the first turns,
the B.C. Funds No. 87 came out
leading into the third turn, only to
have Smith pull the slide job exiting
turn-four. Returning the favor in the
next corner, Reutzel was hooked
on the cushion.

Approaching the tail of the field
on Lap 18, Reutzel's advantage
began to wane. Stalking the No.
87, Smith closed the gap by Lap
20; taking the race lead three laps
later.

While Smith set sail, the race for
second took hold with Johnny Her-
rera coming from seventh. Ex-
changing sliders, Herrera's night
nearly ended in the closing laps
when the MVT No. 45x plowed
through the cushion in turns three
and four, riding the wall all the way
to the front straight-a-way.

While Herrera was able to re-
cover, the bobble was enough to
allow Reutzel to get away for sec-
ond.

"We were really good in the be-
ginning," said Reutzel. "I was just
biding my time and taking it easy,

but that one restart when Coving-
ton slid me, I figured that was a
good time to get going and when I
needed to go, we were plenty fast.
It was just, racing a car like his
[Mark], they've been fast all week,
and it was a matter of who got
through traffic better and they did
their job."

Running with a full head of
steam from seventh, Herrera was
asked if he felt like he had a shot at
the win.

"I really felt like I did. We started
seventh and I lost some spots on
the start. My fault, I just didn't get a
good start but we rallied back and
made a good run and got rolling re-
ally good until I tried to knock the
wall down," chuckled Herrera. "We
had a great car, finished third and
I'm looking forward to more of
these."

Brad Loyet would end up fourth
after leading the opening lap with
Terry McCarl grabbing fifth in his

15th King of the 360's feature start.
Jason Sides climbed from ninth

to sixth with Tony Bruce, Jr. sev-
enth. Greg Hodnett slipped from
fifth to eighth with Jeff Swindell and
Chad Kemenah completing the top-
ten.

Running through six Qualifiers,
wins went to Johnny Herrera,
Jason Sides, Matt Kurtz, Chad Ke-
menah, Greg Wilson, and Tony
Bruce, Jr. A pair of C-Features went
to Hud Horton and Brad Greer. B-
Features were topped by A.J. Mad-
dox and Wayne Johnson.

The Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by MAVTV
American Real races next at Bubba
Raceway Park on Ocala, Fla. On
Friday, February 27 and Saturday,
February 28. Live PPV of the dou-
ble header can be found at
http://www.racinboys.com.

For continued updates on the
American Sprint Car Series, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com.
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of The 360's

Mark Smith (center) celebrates his win in the 14th Annual Ronald

Laney Memorial King of the 360s at East Bay Raceway Park. (Al

Steinberg/ascsracing.com photo)

SALEM, IN -
Champion Racing As-
sociation Powered by
JEGS officials have
announced that
COMP Cams has
agreed to return as a
sponsor of CRA for
the upcoming 2015
race season. 2015 will
be the sixth consecu-
tive season that

COMP Cams has been a supporter
of CRAʼs ARCA/CRA Super Series,
the Voreʼs Welding CRA Late
Model Sportsman Series and the
Stealth Trailers CRA Street Stocks.

COMP Cams will award the
fourth and eighth finishers of each
series event with $50 Product Cer-
tificates. COMP Cams will also
award the fourth and eighth finish-
ers in each series final 2015 points
with $200 Product Certificates at
the 2015 CRA Awards Banquet.

“We greatly appreciate COMP
Cams returning to sponsor CRA
again in 2015,” remarked Glenn
Luckett, Managing Partner of CRA.
“Itʼs great to have a company with
the name recognition and products
that COMP Cams produces, sup-
porting our racers!”

For more than 35 years, the
COMP Cams mission has never
changed: to produce the highest-
performing products possible, pro-
vide customers with superior
service, and to lead the industry in

technological development. While
the COMP Performance Group has
grown to multiple companies and
hundreds of employees, we still re-
tain the competitive spirit and de-
sire to be the very best that has
positioned COMP Cams as the ab-
solute leader in valve train compo-
nents.

Choosing a camshaft and valve
train products isnʼt like buying an oil
filter. Everything in your valve train
is part of a complex interlocking
system that needs to perform well
as a combination. Thatʼs why we
provide expert technical assistance
to our customers free of charge.
Our staff of expert technical advi-
sors, backed by a vast inventory of
precision-manufactured valve train
components will help you to make
sure that you have the right parts
for your application

COMP Cams competitive drive,
superior engineering, and cutting-
edge technology has helped us to
produce more champions than any
other camshaft manufacturer. We
work with the best teams in circle
track, drag racing, road race and
off-road racing. Whether you're
looking for horsepower, reliability,
or gas mileage, COMP Cams has
the products that will deliver. More
information on COMP Cams is
available at www.compcams.com.

More information on all the CRA
Series is available at www.cra-rac-
ing.com.
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2015 Season


