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Firsts

Kyle Larson Battles

Chase Elliott

for First NSCS

Victory at Michigan

Brett Moffitt Takes

Top Honors in

NCWTS at Michigan

Michael McDowell

Wins Road America

Over Teammate

Brendan Gaughan



The CEO of Inter-
national Speedway
Corp., the parent com-
pany of the largest
group of racetracks in
NASCAR, was the first
to leave a voicemail on
Ben Kennedyʼs cell
phone immediately fol-
lowing his Camping
World Truck Series
victory at the Bristol
Motor Speedway.

Por t ions
of the message were diffi-
cult to discern because it
often teetered between un-
controlled emotion, happi-
ness and tears.

It is common for the cor-
porate side of NASCAR to
go through the formality of
welcoming a young driver
to its list of winners. But for
Kennedy, the message
had a far greater meaning.

“Mom went crazy,” Kennedy
said. “She was ecstatic.”

Mom is Lesa France Kennedy,
the granddaughter of NASCAR
founder Bill France and the sister to
current chairman Brian France.

A family thatʼs been immersed in
stock-car racing since 1938 had
never been to Victory Lane.
(Kennedyʼs second-cousin, J.C.
France, won four times in Grand-
Am sports cars.)

Even more incredible is
Kennedy forged most of his own
success, learning to succeed and
fail in the same manner everyone
else in the family has done in the
past.

“I enjoy the challenges,”
Kennedy said. “I think itʼs good for
me to be on the competitive side. I
think a lot of it is just proving your-
self. To compete and run for a
championship, working really hard,
thatʼs what I like.”

Crew chief Joey Cohen gave his
driver track position with pit strat-
egy. After that, the 24-year-old
driver did the rest by leading the
final 20 laps.

Brett Moffitt, who also was look-
ing for his first NASCAR victory,
pressed Kennedy in a final six-lap
run. Kennedy survived a couple
slight bumps in the final three laps
to win by truck lengths.

Moffitt gained respect for not
pile-driving his way to a win, and
that apparently created some
karma that was rewarded a week
later at Michigan. He triggered

NASCARʼs most-unbelievable
weekend by winning the truck race
last Saturday. Later in the day,
Michael McDowell won his first
NASCAR race with a Xfinity Series
victory at Road America; Kyle Lar-
son finished the weekend off with
his first Cup win at Michigan.

It was Kennedy, however, who
got things rolling among the new-
bies.

“We were glued to the TV,” the
mother said. “It was the most

nerve-racking thing. I was
excited, to say the least.”

In the process,
Kennedy, whoʼs eighth in
the truck series standings,
locked his spot in the up-
coming Chase for the
Championship while creat-
ing a unique level of ex-
citement for the rest of the
family.

France Kennedy
used to attend most of her sonʼs
races. Turner Scott Motorsports
hired him to drive their Chevrolet in
2014, but the team quickly re-
moved the mouthpiece from her
headset so the team didnʼt have to
listen to her animated rants.

“I do get pretty fired-up,” the
mother said. “Itʼs probably better for
me to be watching from a dis-
tance.”

France Kennedy started on the
ground floor, working in the ticket
office of her grandfatherʼs busi-
ness. Brian France worked as a
track promoter at Tuscan, Ariz., and
other short tracks before moving to
the corporate offices in Daytona
Beach, Fla.

Bill France and his successor,
Bill France Jr., collected tickets,
mopped restrooms and swept the
garage areas as NASCAR found its
footing on the sporting landscape.

A third generation – and now a
fourth – were in position to carry on
the family tradition after France and
France Jr. died.

Like all those before him, young
Kennedy will have to make his own
path.

“This has been a great learning
experience,” Kennedy said. “Iʼve
been working really hard. A lot of
people are involved in making
something like this happen. Hope-
fully this will help out.

“Iʼm still being realistic because
we still have to be able to compete.
Itʼs been a great learning experi-
ence, working with a car owner, a
race team and the partners. Iʼve

spent five or six years building re-
lationships, negotiating the busi-
ness aspects.”

Kennedy knows there always
will be a place for him at NASCAR
or ISC. But he feels he can best
serve the family name now by
working on the competitive side of
the catchfence.

“What heʼs learning, on and off
the racetrack, will be important,”
France Kennedy said. “Iʼm just glad

he can live out his dreams – and to
see how hard he worked to make it
happen.”

Always a France, Ben Kennedy
is the first to know what itʼs like to
see the checkered flag wave from
the driverʼs seat.

“I didnʼt get to know my great-
grandfather, but my grandfather
[France Jr.] saw me race some,”
Kennedy. “Somehow, I think theyʼd
be really proud.”
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A France By Any Other

Name is Still a France

Racing in 2016!
FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an

online e-magazine!!
The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015

have been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only.
We are covering all the racing series, off track news and other
features that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the
news in a weekly format throughout the racing season. 
All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to
fastrackjournal@yahoo.com with the subject line
SUBSCRIPTION. You can also download all issues of FasTrack
Racing Journal, current and past.

Visit our new website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com

follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ

In This Issue:
Fast Forum 2-3 World of Outlaws Sprints 12-14

NASCAR Sprint Cup 5 Southern All Stars 14

NASCAR XFINITY 6 Lucas Oil LM Dirt 15

NCWTS 7 AllStar Circuit of Champ 16-17

NASCAR Touring 9 OffTrack 18

CARS Tour 10 ShorTrack 19-21

OnTrack 11

ON THE COVER:
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series - Nigel Kinrade Photography
NASCAR XFINITY Series - Nigel Kinrade Photography
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series - Ronda Greer

Ben Kennedy, driver of the #33 Jacob Chevrolet, poses with the

winners sticker after winning the NASCAR Camping World Truck

Series UNOH 200 at Bristol Motor Speedway on August 17, 2016 in

Bristol, Tennessee. (Sean Gardner/Getty Images photo)



Itʼs been three
years since the an-
nouncement. The an-
ticipation has been
building, and now that
the Pilot Flying J Bat-
tle at Bristol
is less than
two weeks
away, ex-
citement is
at a fever
pitch. How-

ever, a ton of work is left
to do before the Ten-
nessee Volunteers and
the Virginia Tech Hokies
collide at Bristol Motor
Speedway on Saturday,
September 10th.

In case you have not been pay-
ing attention, the NASCAR races at
BMS just concluded on Sunday,
August 21st. Therefore, the iconic
half-mile short track had to be con-
verted into a football field in less
than twenty days. Between the
checkered flag for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup race and the football
weekend, workers have a lit in-
cludes tidying up the stadium,
building the playing surface, adding
more than 5,000 seats to the in-
field, installing goal posts, clocks,
and cameras, and assembling
massive concert stages and VIP
fan zones. A major undertaking for
sure!

“Making the transition in just 19
days will be tight, but weʼre used to
tackling big challenges,” Jerry
Caldwell, executive vice president
and general manager of BMS, said.
“For many years, itʼs been our priv-
ilege to welcome more than a mil-
lion guests annually and make
them feel at home. In 2016, we built
Colossus TV, one of the worldʼs
largest digital displays, in record
time. We know what itʼs like to
stretch and achieve these larger-
than-life events, and I think when
people see the field in September,
it will look and feel very natural. Our
first-time guests will never guess
that the last time a football game
was played here, JFK was presi-
dent.”

BMS has a staff of proven pro-
fessionals in working with NASCAR
and welcoming fans from around
the world. Their “team” has been
studying multiple stadiums and
sporting events, learning the
needs, wants and flow of football
and concert fans. They will put their

expertise to work, along with hun-
dreds of contractors, engineers,
traffic control professionals and fan
relations personnel, all in a conver-
sion effort thatʼs scripted down to
the minute. Letʼs take a detailed

look at the transition.
After the last

NASCAR vehicle and
hauler has left BMS,
crews will be ready to
take over and begin
the massive transition.
Within hours after the
race, more than thirty
vendors will flow in
and out of the stadium
in a tightly choreo-
graphed effort com-
prised of heavy

equipment, cranes, and hundreds
of workers.

Can Do Enterprises, based in
Gray, Tennessee, will have a crew
of more than 200 workers ready to
“scrub the stadium”. Scouring the
infield and buildings first, the crew
will move to the grandstands for a
complete power washing of the fa-
cility.

The first step in building up the
field is a heavy-duty fabric barrier.
The BMS infield is slightly concave
and dotted with drains. To prevent
tons of material from disappearing
into the plumbing, the barrier must
first be rolled over the infield.

Bakerʼs Construction Services,
Inc. of Bluff City, Tennessee will
then bring 450 truckloads of rock
manufactured sand for the field
base, which will weigh in at more
than 10,600 tons. Utilizing a variety
of earth moving equipment, crews
will place and compact the field
base to millimeter-level accuracy.
When complete, the base will rise
to a height of more than three feet
and will be measured in ten differ-
ent locations before being ap-
proved for use.

At the same time, T&B Equip-
ment of Ashland, Virginia will begin
working to build the first set of ris-
ers. Overall, multiple seating com-
panies will add more than 5,000
seats to the infield.
Builder J.A. Street of Blountville,
Tennessee will be on site to clear
the Goodyear Tire Building, the
lower level of the Infield Media
Center, and Victory Lane areas for
transformation into team and ref-
eree locker rooms and meeting
space.

Pilot Flying J at Bristol branding

will start to appear around the in-
field as Express Signs of Kingsport
and Foster Signs of Jonesborough,
Tennessee begin their work.

Last Friday, tons of rock and
sand was in place for inspection
and ready for AstroTurf to begin in-
stallation of the field. The company
will employ their 3D3 playing sur-
face, which boasts a shorter,
denser turf carpet that provides
more fiber and requires less infill.
The field also features the Root-
Zone infill stabilization system, a
texturized layer of fiber that curls
down into the surface, creating a
net-like matrix. This reduces
“splash” during play and provides
grass-like traction for players.

In all, 15 AstroTurf staff will in-
stall more than 100,200 square feet
of surface to a height of 1.5 inches,
using more than 180,000 pounds of
silica and rubber infill.

By this Monday, most of the in-
field transformation will be in place.
However, as with any major under-
taking, the details provide the
“icing”. 

Critical items like lockers and
sideline greens take shape, then
many pre-produced field compo-
nents, including the sidelines, hash
marks and yard markers, will be in-
stalled in a two-day period before
the final touches will be added by
university artists and World Class
Paints of Leland, Mississippi.

By the middle of this week, the
bowl prep will move its focus to the
trackʼs three adjacent camp-
grounds. This requires fresh gravel,
adding around 130 light towers and
generators, striping places, and
mowing more than 220 acres in ad-
dition to the trackʼs own 500-acre
grounds.

The final touches will come to-
gether on Sunday, September 4
when Virginia Techʼs Casey Under-
wood and Tennesseeʼs Darren
Seybold will stencil and paint end

zones and team logos.
The finishing touches on the in-

field will be the construction of the
massive stage for Bristolʼs Tailgate
Party. The roofed structure is
mega-star sized at 140 feet wide,
100 feet deep, and over 40 feet tall.
Three cranes will assist with the
building of the stage which will ex-
tend from the infield, out over the
backstretch pit wall, and onto the
track apron. Gates will open for the
Tailgate Party at 5 p.m. on Friday,
September 9th with Kenny Ches-
ney, The Band Perry and Old Do-
minion. Anheuser-Busch is adding
country stars Sam Hunt and Jon
Pardi as well as debuting their
brand-new Bud Light Down South
Tailgate Tour, an ultimate college
football experience.

Once the final song is played at
the Bristol Tailgate Party, crews will
scramble to break down the stage.
The structure that took several
days to complete will be dismantled
and shipping out in less than twelve
hours.

The victor of college footballʼs
biggest game ever will be awarded
a one-of-a-kind, custom-designed
trophy that stands over two feet tall
and nearly as wide. Manufactured
by MTM Recognition, the trophy
took more than 300 hours of pro-
duction to create, including twenty
hours of polishing on the football
alone.

The Battle of Bristol will have
ticketholders from all fifty states,
the District of Columbia, and four
foreign countries. The expected
crowd of more than 150,000 is des-
tined to break the existing world
record for the largest American
football game.

“Itʼs been a decades-long offen-
sive drive to make this game a re-
ality,” said Caldwell. “After so much
time, itʼs exciting to see everything
coming together. We canʼt wait to
welcome our guests on game day.”
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By REID SPENCER

BROOKLYN, MI -
In the last few laps of
Sundayʼs Pure Michi-
gan 400 at Michigan
International Speed-
way, tears began to
well up in Kyle Lar-
sonʼs eyes.

When Larson sub-
sequently took the

checkered flag to win the first
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race of
his career, the emotion was all but
overwhelming—and for good rea-
son.

The victory came in Larsonʼs
99th start in the series, long after
most observers expected Larson to
record his first win. It also broke a
99-race drought for Chip Ganassi
Racing, dating to Jamie McMur-
rayʼs victory at Talladega in Octo-
ber 2013.

With the triumph, Larson earned
a spot in the Chase for the
NASCAR Sprint Cup for the first
time in his career, moving winless
Ryan Newman 15 points out of the
last Chase-eligible position with two
races left in the regular season.

With Brett Moffitt winning in the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series at Michigan and Michael
McDowell prevailing in the
NASCAR XFINITY Series at Road
America in Elkhart Lake, Wis.—
both on Saturday—Larsonʼs tri-
umph capped the first weekend in
NASCAR history that produced
first-time winners in all three na-
tional series.

It also marked the first time a

graduate of the NASCAR Drive for
Diversity and NASCAR Next pro-
grams has reached Victory Lane in
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.

The emotions of the moment,
however, were magnified by the re-
cent death at age 27 of Bryan Clau-
son, who was fatally injured in a
midget car accident on Aug. 6 in
Belleville, Kan. Larson came to
NASCAR from open-wheel racing,
and he and Clauson were close
friends.

"Parked it!" yelled Larson after
he took the checkered flag, echo-
ing Clausonʼs signature victory cry.
The driver of the No. 42 Chevrolet
followed with a celebratory burnout
that left a trail of rubber across Vic-
tory Lane.

Larson then exited his car, took
the checkered flag from the flag
man and leapt into the arms of his
fueler, who had run out into the in-
field to congratulate his driver.

"I was teared-up that whole last
few laps, because I could just feel
it," Larson said. 

"It was finally going to be it. This
one is for the Clauson family. We
really miss Bryan. Weʼre going to
miss him. We parked it for him, so
thatʼs really cool.

"We had a lot of work to do for
that first third of the race, and got it
done. Thanks to (sponsor) Target.
Thanks to everyone on this team.
(Crew chief) Chad (Johnston) and
the pit crew and everybody. We
messed up that last stop but we
made it back."

In fact, Larson lost the lead to
race runner-up Chase Elliott when

both drivers made their final pit
stops under green on Lap 156 of
200. Elliott beat Larson out of the
pits by a half car-length and began
to pull away. But a caution on Lap
187 because of Michael Annettʼs
blown right front tire gave Larson
the chance he needed.

With a hard push from third-
place finisher Brad Keselowski,
Larson took the lead on the final
restart on Lap 192, as Elliott spun
his tires and lost momentum in the
outside lane. Larson crossed the
finish line with a 1.478-second ad-
vantage over Elliott, who passed
Keselowski for the second spot on
Lap 193.

Still seeking his first victory in his
rookie season, Elliott had an op-
portunity to win at Michigan in June
but likewise fell victim to a late
restart.

"Bummer again here," said El-

liott, making no attempt to hide his
disappointment. "I hate to let my
guys down is the biggest thing. For
the second time, this has hap-
pened. I made a mistake early on
in the race. I asked my guys to bail
me out (on the final pit stop), and
they did. Unfortunately, I didn't do
my part again.

"That's a couple races in a row
in just a few short months here at
this place we had a really good car,
had an opportunity. That's one
thing I try really hard to do is make
the most of opportunities when
they're presented. Obviously I did-
n't do a very good job of that here
both trips. Need to do my restarts a
little better. That's obviously not a
strong point, at least here at Michi-
gan."

The second-place finish, how-
ever, solidified Elliottʼs position rel-
ative to the Chase. Heʼs currently
11th in the standings, highest
among drivers without a victory and
27 points ahead of Newman, who
finished 17th on Sunday.

Sunoco Rookie of the Year can-
didate Ryan Blaney finished fourth,
holding off fifth-place Kevin Harvick
and sixth-place Jimmie Johnson
over the final nine-lap run.

NOTES: Tony Stewart clinched a
position in the top 30 in the stand-
ings and therefore a berth in the
Chase with his 21st-place finish. ...
Pocono winner Chris Buescher lost
a cylinder at the outset, finished
35th, and held onto a seven-point
lead over David Ragan for the 30th
spot in the standings. Buescher
must remain in the top 30 after the
next two races to parlay his Pocono
victory into a Chase berth.
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Emotional First Victory

at Michigan 

Kyle Larson gets a congratulatory greeting from his excited crew

at the Michigan International Speedway finish line after winning

his first NSCS race Sunday afternoon. (Nigel Kinrade/NKP photo)

Close racing between race winner Kyle Larson (42) and Chase Elliott (24) let the lead go back and

forth throughout the latter portion of the race. (Matt Thacker/NKP photo)



By FRANK RIGAS

ELKHART LAKE,
WI - Michael McDow-
ellʼs Twitter handle is
@Mc_Driver.

After Saturday, he
may want to consider
changing it -- to some-
thing like @Mc_Win-
ner. 

McDowell led 24
of the final 25 laps of the NASCAR
XFINITY Series Road America 180
Fired Up by Johnsonville for his first
victory in 94 series races.

The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
regular finished .534 seconds
ahead of his Richard Childress
Racing teammate Brendan
Gaughan after two late restarts, in-
cluding a green-while-checkered
that pushed the race to 48 laps
from its scheduled 45.

Chip Ganassi Racingʼs Brennan
Poole was the top-finishing rookie,
third, in his first start at Road Amer-
ica, after starting 12th.

The top three drivers were in
Chevrolets.

The victory was the perfect fin-
ish to some unfinished business
McDowell had at the 14-turn,
4.048-mile racetrack. In 2011, he
started from the pole position and
led a race-high 30 laps, but ulti-
mately finished 12th. In 2012, he
started second and finished sec-
ond.

"It means a tremendous amount
to me," said McDowell, who will
compete in Sundayʼs Sprint Cup
race at Michigan International
Speedway. "Iʼve been so close
here at Road America. To finally fin-
ish it off was huge." 

It almost wasnʼt, as Gaughanʼs

late charge nearly spoiled McDow-
ellʼs day. The 2014 race winner
spent much of the day running in
the second half of the top 10 after
getting out of pit stop sequence
with the leaders. On the penulti-
mate lap, though, Gaughan bolted
from fourth-place to second after
making a three-wide pass of Daniel
Suarez and Justin Marks in Turn 5.
From there, McDowell – and victory
-- was within reach.

"When youʼre racing your team-
mate youʼve got to have a little
more respect maybe than normal,"
Gaughan said. "I almost got close
enough to him to make him make a
mistake."

McDowell didnʼt waver and
pushed the Childress teamʼs win-
ning streak at Road America to
three, joining Paul Menard (2015)
and Gaughan (2014).

The win was not without inci-
dent. Team Penskeʼs Alex Tagliani,
who started from the pole position
for the second time in two
NASCAR XFINITY Series races at
Road America, maintained that a
lap-29 tangle with McDowell was
deliberate.

"We were the car to beat," said
Tagliani, who led 17 laps and had
just regained the top spot going
into Turn 5 when he was bumped
from behind by McDowell and spun
going into Turn 6. "The opportunity
presented itself and he took the
fastest car on the track out."

Tagliani, who finished second
here in 2014, wound up seventh. 

McDowell, when asked about
the incident during his post-race
press conference, said it wasnʼt in-
tentional.

"He went wide in Turn 5 and I
got under (Justin Marks) and
(Tagliani)," McDowell said. "I was
alongside of him and he just de-
cided to turn in. Once we made
contact, I just came off the brake
and pushed him out of the way. And
the reason I did that is because if
had I not, Iʼd have been stuck there
too and I would have got run over."

The race was slowed by six cau-
tion flags for 13 laps, including one
for light rain.

Elliott Sadler leads the NASCAR
XFINITY Series championship
standings by 47 points over Daniel
Suarez.
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First NASCAR Win at

Road America

Michael McDowell celebrates his first NXS victory by installing his victory sticker after the Road America 180 fired up by Johnsonville.

(Jonathan Ferrey/Getty Images photo)



By REID SPENCER

BROOKLYN, MI -
In five NASCAR
Camping World Truck
Series starts, Brett
Moffitt had never led a
lap.

But in Saturdayʼs
Careers for Veterans
200 at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway,

Moffitt picked the perfect time to
take the point for the first time.

Powering around Red Horse
Racing teammate Timothy Peters
and five-time series winner William
Byron off the second corner of the
final lap at the two-mile track, Mof-
fitt held off Peters by .098 seconds
to win a NASCAR national series
race for the first time.

Moffittʼs victory, however, left
Shane Huffman, Petersʼ crew chief,
slapping his seat on the pit box in
frustration. Peters, who led a race-
high 42 laps, could have locked
himself into the inaugural Camping
World Truck Series Chase with a
victory. Running a limited schedule
this season, Moffitt is ineligible for
the championship this year.

But Moffitt made no apologies
for taking advantage of the oppor-
tunity that presented itself when
Byron pushed Peters into Turn 3 on
the white-flag lap, cut to the inside

and slowed both trucks down. Mof-
fitt cruised around the outside off
Turn 2 on the final lap and kept Pe-
ters behind him.

"Iʼm here to win," Moffitt said. "I
said it earlier and Iʼll say it again.
Iʼm not going to wreck him (Peters)
for it. Iʼm going to race him clean
because I know he needs to get in
the Chase, but this team needs to
win and these guys deserve to win.

"Thatʼs what we come to do, and
our partners at Toyota want to do
the same, and we got it." 

Daniel Hemric passed Byron on
the last lap to come home third,
with Byron following in fourth and
Cameron Hayley in fifth.

The good news for both Peters
and Hemric was the wide margin
both drivers opened over their clos-
est pursuers in the race to make
the Chase. Though winless this
year, Hemric and Peters lead
Cameron Hayley by 55 and 47
points, respectively, in the battle for
the last two Chase spots. 

If no new winner surfaces in the
final two regular-season races,
both Hemric and Peters are highly
likely to qualify on points.

"Itʼs a good day for Red Horse
Racing," Peters said. 

"Congrats to Brett Moffitt. One-
two finish. I wish we were ʻone,ʼ but
all in all, the company brings the

trophy back. The 9 (Byron) locked
onto our bumper there in Turn 2
and pushed us really hard down
into Turn 3.

"We had to do all we had to do to
stay in front. ... Tough to swallow
right there, but it felt good to run the
way we did all day."

Both Cole Custer and Tyler Red-
dick entered the race needing to
win to make the Chase. Reddickʼs
Ford bounced off the side of Jo-
hhny Sauterʼs Chevrolet on Lap 70
and sustained heavy damage dur-
ing contact with the Turn 3 wall.

Custer, however, had the lead
for a restart on Lap 84, only to lose
control and spin into the Turn 4
wall, grazing the left rear of Moffittʼs

No. 11 Toyota in the process.
"We didnʼt have the raw speed

of the guys up front, but it drove
pretty well, and it was hard to keep
those guys off of me," Custer said.
"The 11 (Moffitt) stopped pushing
me — which itʼs his right to do that.

"We were kind of losing the 17
(Peters) there. He (Moffitt) went to
the outside and I started getting
tight. Once he got on my door, I got
loose and over-corrected it. I just
hate it for my guys that brought a
great truck."

Like Hayley, Custer and Reddick
will have two more chances to
force their way into the Chase by
winning one of the final two regu-
lar-season races. 
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Brett Moffitt Beats Red

Horse Teammate to

Checkers at Michigan

Brett Moffitt is all smiles in MIS victory lane after his first win in

the NCWTS. (Ronda Greer photo)

Race winner Brett Moffitt (11) makes the move around teammate Timothy Peters (17) and William Byron (9) to secure the victory at

Michigan International Speedway. (Jerry Markland/Getty Images photo)





RIVERHEAD, NY
- Justin Bonsignore
came up short at
home in June. He
wasn't going to let it
happen again Satur-
day night.

The 28-year-old
from Holtsville, New
York, held off the
charge of brother
Timmy and Shawn
Solomito to score the
victory in the River-
head 200 at Long Is-

land's Riverhead Raceway. It was
a night of milestones for Bon-
signore, who earned his 10th ca-
reer NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour win in his 100th career start.

Bonsignore kept the No.
51 Phoenix Communications Inc.
Chevrolet out front for a race-high
117 laps. He kept the Solomitos be-
hind him on a final restart with nine
laps remaining to secure the win.

In June, Bosignore finished sec-
ond to Timmy Solomito on a green-
white-checkered finish at
Riverhead. Bosignore, both
Solomitos and fourth-place Tom
Rogers Jr. are all Long Island na-
tives. It was Bonsignore's fourth
win at his home track, where he
was the NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series Division I cham-
pion in 2011.

Timmy Solomito led 70 laps on
the quarter-mile but had to settle for
a runner-up finish this time. Shawn

Solomito won his first career Coors
Light Pole Award earlier in the day
-- knocking Timmy off the provi-
sional pole as the second-to-last
driver to make a qualifying lap --
and led the other 13 laps.

In addition to the win, Bon-
signore cut Doug Coby's champi-
onship points lead to 13 with five
races remaining. Timmy Solomito
remains 35 points back of Coby,
who finished 15th.

Jimmy Blewett, Sunoco Rookie
of the Year candidate Craig Lutz,
Max Zachem, Frank Vigliarolo Jr.
and Eric Goodale rounded out the
top 10.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour heads to upstate New York
next Saturday for the Toyota Mod
Classic 150 presented by McDon-
aldʼs at Oswego Speedway.

The Riverhead 200 will air on
NBCSN on Thursday, Sept. 1, at 7
p.m.

Partridge Earns A
Hard Fought Victory at

Douglas County
ROSEBURG, OR - Ryan Par-

tridge won the Toyota/NAPA Auto
Parts 150 at Douglas County
Speedway Saturday night after a
late race entanglement gave him
the opportunity he was waiting for.

Partridge, 28-years-old from
Rancho Cucamonga, California,
battled to stay in the top-three for
113 laps, falling as low as third to

Bill McAnally Racing teammates
Todd Gilliland and Chris Eggleston.
It was on the next lap, that the
course of the race changed and
propelled Partridge to the top of the
board.

Gilliland and Eggleston were
battling side-by-side for the top
spot when the defending NASCAR
K&N Pro Series West champion
made contact with the Sunoco
Rookie of the Year candidate caus-
ing them both to spin. Partridge
managed to avoid serious damage
and took control of the lead.

Despite damage to his hood, the
series veteran held off a charging
Gracin Raz and Riley Herbst the
remaining 36 laps to earn his sec-
ond victory of the season. Raz and
Herbst finished second and third,
respectively.

Noah Gragson, Julia Landauer,
Gilliland, Eggleston, Blaine
Perkins, Ron Norman and Nicole
Behar rounded out the top 10.

The NASCAR K&N Pro Series
West will make its return to Utah
Motorsports Campus on Sept. 10 &
11 for a road course doubleheader.

The Toyota/NAPA Auto Parts
150 will air on NBCSN Friday, Sept.
2 at 7 p.m. ET/4 p.m. PT.NAS
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Win At Riverhead

Justin Bonsignore celebrates his

win Saturday night at Riverhead

Raceway. (Adam Glanzman/

NASCAR via Getty Images photo)

Ryan Partridge powered his No.

6 Ford to his second victory of

the season. (Jason Watson/

NASCAR via Getty Images photo)



CONCORD, NC -
On a night when
Mother Nature tried
her best to take top
honors, drivers with
big-name connections
to NASCAR teams
swept the win column
at Concord Speedway

on Saturday night with Josh Berry
(LMSC) and Raphael Lessard
(SLM) taking the wins in each half
of the CARS Tour Lead 2 Real Es-
tate 200. Each driver also started
their respective races from the pole
position.
LATE MODEL STOCK RECAP:

Josh Berry set a new CARS
Tour track record in Hedgecock
Pole Qualifying, bettering the pre-
vious record by over a tenth of a
second. Last year's polesitter Myatt
Snider flanked Berry when the field
game to the green flag.

On the initial start, Snider took
control from the outside of the front
row and led the opening handful of
circuits in his return to the tour. But
just four laps later, he slipped in
turn one and opened the door for
Josh Berry to snag the lead for the
first time of the night.

While Josh Berry began to pull
away, series points leader Deac
McCaskill fought his way forward
after an internal engine part failure
in qualifying forced him to start last
on the field. By the latter portions of
the race, McCaskill fought his way
well into the top ten.

The lone caution of the race was
displayed on lap 90 when Layne
Riggs suffered a blown left rear tire.
The No. 99 Ford spun in turn three
and nosed up to the outside retain-
ing wall in turn four with minimal
damage, though Riggs did retire
from the event.

Berry and Justin Carroll, who ran
second for most of the event, du-
eled for the top spot in turn one on
the ensuing restart. Carroll was un-
able to do anything with Berry's
Chevrolet and was forced to do
battle with others including Snider,
Christian Eckes and McCaskill. 

The final ten laps were all Josh
Berry's for the taking as he cruised
to his sixth career CARS Late
Model Stock Tour victory. Snider
trailed behind in second with
Eckes, McCaskill and Carroll

rounding out the top five.
"I heard it change tones with

about 50 to go when I was in
lapped traffic and at first I thought it
was the cars I was around, but then
I realized it was mine and I didn't
say anything until after the race be-
cause I didn't want them to start
worrying about it," said Berry in vic-
tory lane when asked about the ex-
haust pipe that had worked its way
loose and was hanging outside the
door in Edelbrock Victory Lane.
"Luckily, it didn't hurt us too bad.
What a great car we had, just a
credit to these guys and they work
so hard. It's been hot and we've
worked hard these last couple days
to bring a great racecar here
tonight and I feel very fortunate.

This is another racetrack I've won
at in my first try, and to my knowl-
edge there's only one left I've got to
win at and that's Martinsville, and
I'd really like to get a clock."

"It would take a lot of luck [to win
the title], a whole lot of luck," Berry
said when asked about the cham-
pionship picture. "He (McCaskill)
had some misfortune tonight and I
know he would've been tough to
beat. I don't wish any bad luck on
those guys, I have a ton of respect
for Deac and we're going to work
really hard to upset him because
we know he's going into next week
as the favorite. I just have to thank
everyone on this team from
Speedco, my dad, Dale, Kelley, LW
and anyone else who is watching
on CARS Tour TV and here who
stuck with us through the weather."
SUPER LATE MODEL RECAP:

With the rainout of Mahle Pis-
tons Pole Qualifying earlier in the
afternoon, the super late model
portion of the Lead 2 Real Estate
200 was set per the rulebook, using
owners points to line up the start-
ing field. Championship leader
Raphael Lessard led the field to the
green flag for the first time in his
CARS Tour career with Brandon
Setzer to his outside.

Lessard quickly jumped to the
point on the initial green flag and
led the field through the first five cir-
cuits. On lap six, Quin Houff by-
passed the No. 99 in turn two, but
Lessard slipped and made heavy
contact with the outside wall as
Houff completed the pass.

A competition caution on lap 25
due to wet weather earlier in the
day forced the field to regroup for a
restart afterwards, and from the
outside of the front row, Lessard re-
captured the point from Houff once
racing resumed. Houff, along with
Zane Smith and Matt Craig, fol-

lowed in Lessard's tire tracks
through the mid stages of the
event, looking for a chance to
pounce.

Caution flew once again on lap
55 when third place driver Zane
Smith literally parked his car on the
backstraightaway. He exited the
machine quickly, removed his hel-
met, and sat down in the infield
grass. He was hurriedly tended to
by medical personnel with fluids
and oxygen to treat his fatigue but
was done racing for the night.

Lessard once again took com-
mand of the race on the restart,
stretching his advantage over Houff
and company by nearly four sec-
onds at times during the final
stretch of green flag racing. The
French-Canadian teenager cruised
to his second career CARS Super
Late Mode Tour powered by VP
Fuels win by 3.2 seconds over Pre-
ston Peltier, Houff, Craig, and his
David Gilliland Racing teammate
Tanner Thorson.

"I thought I may have thrown it
away because I thought we may
have gotten a flat tire, but we
ended up in victory lane, so it was
all good," said Lessard in Edel-
brock Victory Lane when asked
about the lap 6 impact with the
backstretch wall. "It actually made
the car a little bit worse because it
got tight and I was worrying that at
the end I wouldn't be able to be
there. But David Gilliland Racing
gave me an awesome car and my
Toyota Camry was fantastic to
drive. I can't thank my team
enough. But we're not racing for
points, we're looking to win every
race."

"This one is for my dad because
it's his birthday tomorrow," he con-
tinued. "Everything he has done for
me and my career is awesome and
I can't thank him enough."
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r Josh Berry,

Raphael Lessard

Dominate

Lead 2 Real Estate 200

Raphael Lessard works his way underneath Quin Houff in turn 2 at

Concord Speedway. Lessard made contact with the wall when rac-

ing Houff earlier in the race, but this pass was the final exchange,

allowing Lessard to pull away to a 3.2-second win over the field.

(Kyle Tretow/CARS Tour photo_

Josh Berry celebrates his sixth

career CARS Late Model Stock

Tour victory on Saturday night

in the Lead 2 Real Estate 200 in

Edelbrock Victory Lane. Berry

started on pole after setting a

new CARS Tour track record in

qualifying and led 97 of 100

laps en route to the victory.

(Kyle Tretow/CARS photo)



Texas
Motor Speedway

FORT WORTH,
TX - "Big Hoss," al-
ready acknowledged
by Guinness World
Records as the world's
largest TV, has gotten
even bigger ... and
better.

Texas Motor
Speedway has com-
pleted the expansion
project that added a
massive ribbon-style,
high-definition score-
board for fans to follow
the lap count, running
order and more. 

The scoreboard, 9½ feet high by
218 feet in length that runs at the
bottom of "Big Hoss," adds 2,064
square feet to the behemoth TV
and increases the total viewing ex-
perience to 22,698 square feet or
just over a half acre. Comparably,
"Big Hoss" is 97 percent larger than
the videoboard at AT&T Stadium
(11,520 sf), home of the Dallas
Cowboys in nearby Arlington.

The scoreboard was built as a
technological advancement to the
traditional electronic scoring pylons
used at speedways, including at
Texas Motor Speedway where the
110-foot tall scoring pylons in Turns
1 and 4 will eventually be removed.
The project was completed in ap-
proximately two months.

The 12-story high "Big Hoss"
features a selection of 19 different
video cameras spread across the
1.5-mile speedway to captivate
fans with instant replays, latest
driver and race stats, interactive
entertainment, and more. It also
boasts a 140-degree horizontal
viewing radius, which translates
into a crystal-clear picture from any
of the 128,655 seats along the
frontstretch.

For more information, visit
www.texasmotorspeedway.com or
call the speedway ticket office at
817.215.8500.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - NASCAR Sprint

Cup Series star Matt Kenseth, a
three-time winner at Dover Interna-
tional Speedway and the 2003
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series cham-
pion, will visit Philadelphia on
Wednesday, Aug. 31, throw the
ceremonial first pitch at a Washing-
ton Nationals-Philadelphia Phillies
game, and greet fans at a social-
media meet-up. The time and loca-
tion of the fan event will be shared
via Facebook and the @Monster-
Mile Twitter and Instagram ac-
counts on Monday afternoon. 

During his visit, Kenseth, the
driver of the No. 20 Toyota for Joe
Gibbs Racing, will greet players
from both teams, make an appear-
ance on Comcast Sportsnetʼs
“Philly Sports Live,” participate in
an interview with the Philliesʼ radio
team and be available for inter-
views by other TV, print and radio
outlets. 

Kenseth clinched a spot in the
2016 Chase for the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series championship
playoffs with a victory in the “AAA
400 Drive for Autism” at the Mon-
ster Mile on May 15. 

Kensethʼs appearance comes in
advance of the Sept. 30-Oct. 2
NASCAR tripleheader weekend at
Dover International Speedway,
which features the first elimination
race of the 16-driver 2016 Chase
for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
championship playoffs on Sunday,
Oct. 2. For four drivers, their cham-
pionship dreams will be over in
Dover.

In addition to the NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race, the
NASCAR weekend at Dover Inter-
national Speedway includes the
Saturday, Oct. 1 “Drive Sober 200”
presented by the Delaware Office
of Highway Safety NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series race and the Friday,
Sept. 30 NASCAR K&N Pro Series
East race.

For tickets or more information,
call 800-441-RACE or visit Dover-
Speedway.com. You can also keep
up with the Monster Mile at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter at
@MonsterMile and Instagram at
@MonsterMile.

Homestead-Miami Speedway
MIAMI, FL - As drivers and their

teams gear up for the final two
races of the 2016 Sprint Cup Se-
ries regular season, Homestead-
Miami Speedway is preparing for
the Chase for the NASCAR Sprint
Cup by rolling out a responsive
website that makes www.Home-
steadMiamiSpeedway.com user-
friendly across all platforms.

With the number of people using
mobile devices to surf the web con-
tinuing to rise, the revamped web-
site has been upgraded to be
compatible with all desktop and
handheld devices, including mobile
phones and tablets. The website
now offers a sleek, clean look on
any size display, allowing for the
content to be elegantly laid out on
the screen.

“Having a responsive website
really gives us the ability to maxi-
mize our siteʼs usage across all
platforms, which has proven to be

imperative in todayʼs industry,” said
Homestead-Miami Speedway
President Matthew Becherer. “The
changes made will make it easier
for our guests to navigate the web-
site and optimize their experience
before and during Ford Champi-
onship Weekend.”

The website also features a re-
furbished ticket information page
making it easier for users to scroll,
select and purchase tickets to Ford
Championship Weekend, Novem-
ber 18-20. In addition, video capa-
bility has been introduced
throughout the website, including
its homepage, giving users access
to more Homestead-Miami Speed-
way content than ever before.

The 2016 NASCAR season will
culminate at Homestead-Miami
Speedway with Ford Champi-
onship Weekend, where the Cham-
pionship 4 in each series will
compete for their respective divi-
sion title amongst a full field of driv-
ers. Tickets to 2016 Ford
Championship Weekend are now
available and can be purchased by
calling (866) 409-RACE (7223) or
visiting www.HomesteadMiamiS-
peedway.com.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Kids 12-and-

under attending the fredʼs 250
Powered by Coca-Cola NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series race
on Saturday, Oct. 22, at Talladega
Superspeedway will once again re-
ceive free admission in all grand-
stand and tower seats.

The commitment to families and
youth was instituted years ago at
NASCARʼs Most Competitive track,
where kids 12-and-younger are ad-
mitted free for not only the
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series event in the fall, but also the
Sparks Energy 300 NASCAR
XFINITY Series event and the Gen-
eral Tire 200 ARCA Racing Series
event during the spring Talladega
weekend.

“Our fredʼs 250 Powered by
Coca-Cola, as well as our Sparks
Energy 300 and General Tire 200
offer a great opportunity for kids to
experience racing up close and
personal at the most unique race
track in the world,” said Talladega
Superspeedway Chairman Grant
Lynch. “There is nothing like seeing
an exciting event at Talladega
where you become a NASCAR fan
for life. We offer free
parking, too, so itʼs a
valuable opportunity
for the entire family.”

Now, NASCAR is
taking the same
route across the

board at its venues. NASCAR an-
nounced that, beginning in 2017,
kids ages 12-and-under will be ad-
mitted free to all NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck and NASCAR
XFINITY Series races.

NASCAR Hammer Down host
Karsyn Elledge and NASCAR Next
drivers Todd Gilliland (son of
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver
David Gilliland) and Harrison Bur-
ton (son of former NASCAR driver
and current NBC NASCAR analyst
Jeff Burton) helped announce the
program.

“There really is no other experi-
ence like attending a NASCAR
race in person, and thatʼs espe-
cially true for kids,” said Jill Gre-
gory, NASCAR Senior Vice
President and Chief Marketing Offi-
cer. “So many children have be-
come lifelong NASCAR fans
because their parents brought
them to their first race, and this new
ticket offering makes it even more
affordable for families to create
memories that will last a lifetime.”

In addition to free admission to
the fredʼs 250 Powered by Coca-
Cola for Talladega Superspeed-
wayʼs upcoming NASCAR
weekend, kids 12-and-under can
attend Sundayʼs (Oct. 23) Alabama
500 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series
race for as low as $10 in certain
grandstands while the remaining
locations are $50 off of the regular
adult price.

In addition to the fredʼs 250
Powered by Coca-Cola, Saturdayʼs
slate at TSS includes
Foodland/Food Giant qualifying for
the Alabama 500, plus time trials
for the fredʼs 250 event. The fredʼs
250 Powered by Coca-Cola will
also serve as the final event in the
Round of Eight in the NCWTS
Chase in which the field of eight
drivers vying for the championship
will be trimmed to six at the check-
ered flag.

Sundayʼs Alabama 500 will see
the field of 12 drivers eligible for the
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup
be reduced to eight at the raceʼs
conclusion. Brad Keselowski hopes
to make it a TSS 2016 sweep after
his win in Mayʼs GEICO 500.

For ticket options to the Oct. 21-
23 weekend, log onto www.tallade-
gasuperspeedway.com or call
1-877-Go2-DEGA. For the latest
Kids Drive NASCAR news and
content, visit NASCAR.com.
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MINOT, ND - It
took Donny Schatz
until his seventh start
to win at his home
track of Nodak Speed-
way in Minot, North
Dakota with the World
of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series.
Since that victory in
2012, he been unde-
feated in the Gerdau
Magic City Show-

down. Schatz extended his win
streak at Nodak Speedway to five,
after leading flag-to-flag on Sunday
night at the three-eighths-mile.

Schatz started second and on
the initial start ran second to pole
sitter Logan Schuchart, but the first
caution flag of the night flew before
the lap was complete. That led to a
complete restart and on the second
start, Schatz was able to dive
under Schuchart on the front
straightaway to officially lead the
first lap. Schatz was in traffic just
five laps into the race and like his
win on Friday night at River Cities
Speedway, he masterfully weaved
his way through the lapped ma-
chines.

"They are all special and they
are all good," said Schatz of his five
wins at Nodak Speedway. "The tro-
phies here are awesome and so
are the people. Everything about
this place is great. I'll tell you what's
really great, and that is this race
team. These guys (on my crew) de-
serve to be standing here. The race
car they prepare each day is in-
credible. I'm the lucky guy that gets
to drive it and looks good. Their
hard work is what pays off and gets
us to victory lane."

With just two laps remaining in
the 35-lap contest, a red flag flew,
setting up a green-white-checker
restart to determine the outcome.
Schatz would use a strong restart
to stay out front and opened a bit of
a lead on the final circuit.

"I was thinking, 'Air don't go out
of these tires,'" said Schatz, of the
red flag. "We run bleeders and
when you get heat in the tires it lets
the air down and the tires then cool
down. They get a little wormy after
that. They were a little wormy after
that red flag, but they were able to
get us a win anyway."

The win for Schatz helped him
complete a sweep of the three
races for the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Sprint Car Series in his

home state of North Dakota for the
second straight. Schatz now has
won 18 times overall with the series
in North Dakota. The win was the
20th of the season for the seven-
time and defending series cham-
pion, who has now won at least 20
races in four consecutive years.

"It doesn't get any better than
that," said Schatz of winning in
North Dakota. "When you are a kid,
like these kids here in the crowd
and you dream of doing something,
that's me. I'm standing here living
my dream. Everybody all the times
asks me how I am doing and I'm liv-
ing my dream. Thank you fans for
being part of it."

Jason Johnson lined up eighth
and used a late-race charge to fin-
ish second. A strong restart on lap-
10, moved him up a couple of spots
and pit him in a torrid battle with
David Gravel for third. Johnson
was able to take third on lap-15 and
began to work on Schuchart for
second. Another strong restart pro-
pelled Johnson to second as he set
his sights on Schatz.

"We started a little bit further
back, so we gambled with set-up,"
said Johnson of his Priority Aviation
team. "We've been searching a lit-
tle bit and the guys definitely hit it
right tonight. We had a really fast
Maxim race car. Once we got to
second, I was definitely wanting a
restart. Donny (Schatz) is one of
the best in the industry right now

and he's tough. He definitely
makes us step up our game each
night."

On the green-white-checker
restart, Johnson was able to look
under Schatz in turns one and two,
as he about pulled even with the
leader, but could quite get enough
of a run to attempt a pass. The sec-

ond-place finish for Johnson was
his 13thtop-five finish of the sea-
son.

"I needed to get to him and I
couldn't quite clear him," shared
the 2016 Knoxville Nationals win-
ner. "One thing about Donny is that
he'll race you clean, so I wanted to 

(Continued Next Page)
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s Donny Schatz Wins Gerdau
Magic City Showdown for

Fifth Straight Year at Nodak

Donny Schatz swept the weekend for the World of Outlaws Crafts-

man Sprint Car Series winning at Nodak Speedway as well as at

River Cities Speedway. (Paul Arch photo)



Continued…

race him clean. Once
we came down the
back straightaway he
had a little more mo-
mentum and our only
chance was maybe if
he would have bob-
bled, but that doesn't
happen very often."

Daryn Pittman,
who fell back to sev-
enth at one point, dur-
ing the 35-lap race,
also made a late-race
charge to finish third in
the Great Clips No. 9.
Pittman started sixth

and over the second half of the
race was able to pick up a number
of positons on his way to his
36th top-five finish of the season.

"That was a fun race tonight,"
said Pittman. "It was great track
prep. From the driver's seat it was
pretty exciting and a lot of fun to
drive. It took me too long to run the
top in (turns) one and two. Once I
was able to do that, I was making a
lot of speed and down the back
straight with a lot more mile an
hour."

Logan Schuchart continued his
strong 2016 season by finishing
fourth, which was his 10th top-five
finish of the season. David Gravel
crossed the line fifth, with Brad
Sweet sixth. Joey Saldana was
seventh, followed by Jacob Allen,
who turned in an eighth-place run
to put both Shark Racing cars in
the top-10. Paul McMahan was
ninth, with Dominic Scelzi rounding
out the top-10.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series returns to action
on Friday, September 2 and Satur-
day, September 3 in the Outlaw En-
ergy Showdown at Skagit
Speedway in Alger, Washington.

Donny Schatz Wins for
Eighth Time at River

Cities Speedway
GRAND FORKS, ND - Donny

Schatz scored a pair of sweeps on
Friday night with the World of Out-
laws Craftsman® Sprint Car Series
at River Cities Speedway in his
home state of North Dakota. First,
he completed a clean sweep of the
night, setting fast time, winning a
heat race, winning the dash and
winning the 40-lap A-Feature. Sec-
ond, he completed a sweep of both
legs of the Gerdau Northern Tour at
River Cities Speedway for 2016.

The win for Schatz was his
fourth straight with the World of
Outlaws Craftsman Sprint Car Se-

ries at the high-banked, action-
packed bullring. In his career, the
seven-time and defending Outlaws
champion has now won eight times
with the series at the track.

"This race team is incredible, it's
not me," said Schatz of his success
at River Cities Speedway. "The
things they think of to make this
race car better is amazing. I just
have a habit of having a dumb way
of driving it. I like it laying on the
right rear like the late model. It re-
ally works, especially here. Sunday
at Angell Park, I thought I had the
best race car I had ever driven.
That thing was awesome, but
tonight, it was unbelievable. I think
one of my eight-year-old nieces
could have won that race in that
race car. This race team is on their
game. It's what they do, day in and
day out. I'm just the lucky guy that
gets to drive it."

Schatz started on the pole and
led from the drop of the green flag.
The first caution of the night fell on
the second lap. He chose the low
side of the track on the double file
restart and opened a quick lead, as
Logan Schuchart, Brad Sweet and
David Gravel waged a side-by-side
battle for the second spot for sev-
eral laps. The second and final yel-
low flag of the night flew on lap-13,
with the remainder of the race
going green, putting Schatz in
heavy lapped traffic for most of the
duration of the 40-lap contest in his
Bad Boy Off-Road J&J.

"It was fun in traffic," said
Schatz. "If you're not leading and in
second or third, you want to use
that traffic to your advantage to try
to move around. When you are
leading, it's what you look forward
to and try not to make mistakes,
because it can gap you between
yourself and the field. I could run
the top and the bottom and threw
enough stuff off the bottom that you
could run in the middle. We were
lapping some really, really good
cars."

Schatz now has won 17 A-Fea-
ture events in his career with the
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series in his home state of
North Dakota, at four different
tracks. He has one more chance to
add to that on Sunday at his home
track of Nodak Speedway in Minot.

"I'm a damn proud North
Dakotan," said Schatz. "This state
is where I grew up. We are fortu-
nate in North Dakota to have a lot
of great race tracks. Everybody
needs to keep that in mind and
keep supporting them. This is a
part of the country that still has a lot
of dirt track racing and it's disap-
pearing in other parts of the coun-

try. It's strong here and let's keep it
that way."

Brad Sweet picked up his third
consecutive podium finish over the
last week and a half, as he crossed
the line second. After battling
Schuchart and Gravel in the early
going, Sweet moved into second
on the seventh lap. He was able to
gain a little ground on Schatz in
traffic in the middle portions of the
race, but was never able to gain
enough ground to make a bit for the
lead.

"Donny (Schatz) was awfully
good, like he's been the last four or
five times here," Sweet shared. "It's
tough to beat him at one of his
home state tracks, just like any
other place. We are pretty happy
with how the car handled tonight.
To be up here on the front straight-
away with Donny is all good. We
are still chasing him and trying to
get our program a little better so we
can win these races."

Sweet started fourth and was
able to quickly move forward and
maintain his spot near the front of
the field aboard the Ollie's Bargain
Outlet machine. With his runner-
up finish, Sweet moved into the
second spot in points.

"We had great speed all night,"
said Sweet. "Getting through
lapped traffic, Donny was just a lit-
tle bit better. He was able to go in
the middle and do a few things we
weren't able to do. We'll go back
and do our homework. I have to
thank my guys for working hard."

Mark Dobmeier, who hails from
Grand Forks, made a late-race
charge to finish third. Dobmeier
started seventh and fell back a few
spots early in the race, before gain-
ing quite a few positions in the final
20 laps of the 40-lap race.

"About halfway through, the car
really came on," explained Dob-
meier. "I knew it was a long race
and I had to save my (right rear) tire
a little bit. I saved it up for a bit. I
don't know if it was me getting on
the gas or these fans, but we got
some electricity going and this
thing was charging forward. We
turning as fast of laps as we could.
We just needed a caution or some-
thing at the end to bunch them up
again. That's what you get for start-
ing sixth, but I got up on the wheel
and got it going."

Dobmeier, who is the winningest
sprint car driver in River Cities
Speedway history, has been close
on several occasions to scoring a
win with the series at his home
track. While he has three career
World of Outlaws Craftsman Sprint
Car Series wins on his resume, one
at River Cities is what still eludes

him.
Logan Schuchart finished fourth

on Friday night to earn his second
straight top-five finish at River
Cities. Joey Saldana was fifth, with
Daryn Pittman coming home sixth.
Jason Johnson was seventh, while
David Gravel was eighth, Shane
Stewart ninth and Dusty Zomer
10th.

Craftsman Club Offers
a Chance to Win a VIP
Trip to The Bad Boy

Off Road World Finals
CONCORD, NC - As part of the

World of Outlaws Craftsman®
Sprint Car and Late Model Series
sponsorship, Craftsman Club® is
offering all dirt racing fans a chance
to win a VIP trip for two to this
year's Bad Boy Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals, presented
by GottaRace.com.

From now through September
30th, visit the World of Outlaws
Craftsman Club event page at
CraftsmanClub.com/Outlaws to
enter. Complete the entry form and
become a Craftsman Club member
for free. If you're already a Club
member simply enter your existing
information. You may enter the
sweeps daily to increase your
chances to win!

A random drawing will be con-
ducted on or about October 5 from
among all eligible entries received
to select one Grand Prize Win-
ner. The Grand Prize Winner will
receive a VIP trip for two to attend
the World Finals from October 28
to 29, consisting of round-trip air-
fare for two, two nights hotel ac-
commodations, a rental car, two
Premium Reserved Tickets and Pit
Passes to the World Finals, a tour
of the Pit area and World Of Out-
laws Command Center, a Meet and
Greet Session with World of Out-
laws Officials, an invitation to a
World Of Outlaws Driver's Meeting,
and the opportunity to wave the
Starting Flag at one of the races. 

The most prestigious dirt racing
event in the country, the 27-29 Bad
Boy Off Road World of Outlaws
World Finals, returns for three days
of heart-pounding, clay-slinging ac-
tion on the lightning-fast, four-
tenths mile oval.

The Bad Boy Off Road World of
Outlaws World Finals brings to-
gether the top series in the sport,
the World of Outlaws Sprint Car
Series, the World of Outlaws Late
Model Series, and the Big-Block
Modifieds of the Super DIRTcar Se-
ries, for a full weekend of racing
culminating in the crowning of all
three series champions.
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LAKE CITY, MI -
Josh Richards won
the Keyser Manufac-
turing Great Lakes
Shootout decisively
Sunday night at Merritt
Speedway. With his
17th trip to victory
lane, Richards tied the
World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late
Model Series record
for most wins in a sea-

son.
"We got to win six or seven, and

we've had a phenomenal year,"
Richards said. "It's just crazy to
think we've had ten wins since
then. The track moved around quite
a bit, more than I thought. I thought
the bottom was going to be better
than the top. The top had just
enough brown where I was a little
too tight early. But once the tires
got to speed it was a lot better. I
was just trying to get through
lapped traffic the best I could, catch
the brown, and it was a lot of fun
racing. I can't thank Merritt enough
for holding us out another day."

Though Richards led the 24-car
field into the green flag for 50 laps,
it only took Fruitport, Mich. native
Richard Neiser the following lap to
undertake him in turn two for the
lead.

In a caution-free Craftsman
Club® feature, the top five thereon
spaced itself out into one-second
splits. When the top of the field hit
lapped traffic on lap 12, which is
when windows of opportunity
opened for those drivers.

The top three grouped together
while positions four through six fol-
lowed suit. Richards  gained
ground on Neiser's No. 87 Bow-
man's Body Shop/ Daugherty Mo-
torsports Rocket car, cutting the
margin down to less than one sec-
ond. On lap 21, Richards wedged
his No. 1 Valvoline/ Seubert Calf
Ranches Rocket car under Neiser
in turn one, reclaiming the lead.

"Rich did a great job setting the
pace," Richards said. "He kind of
showed me how much brown was
left up there. I got to give him a lot
of credit. He was one of the rea-
sons why this car was as fast as it
is. He helped us a lot - him and his
brother. We had a great battle out
there. It's crazy."

With 20 laps remaining,
Richards kept three lapped cars in-
between Neiser. Within the next

few laps, Brandon Overton
wheeled his No. 76 Budwiser/ C-H
Paving Moyer/ Victory racecar into
on the top of the cushion in turn
three. His target: 2011 Series
Champion Rick Eckert. Though he
did not reel him in on lap 32, he
succeeded the next lap.

With 10 laps remaining,
Richards opened up a 3.876- sec-
ond lead on the field. Meanwhile,
Overton used his momentum to
catapult his car into the second
spot. Richards went on to win by a
7.467-second margin, earning the
$10,000 purse. Overton recorded
his 13th top five performance, fin-
ishing in the runner-up spot. Neiser
rounded-out the podium.

"We just started a little too far
back." Overton said. "I didn't really
get going until the last 15 laps. I
hope I'm gaining some points. I'd
love to go to Charlotte just to race.
I'd like to go there without any pres-
sure. We've been working on it,
and we're definitely getting better.
I'm excited. We did some stuff to
the car last night and some stuff
today. It was good."

Neiser was the only Michigan-
native to place in the top five. Ear-
lier in the night, he recorded his first
series heat win in two starts this
season. As for Richards, he
recorded his 10th consecutive top
five finish of 2016.

Follow the World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series on
Twitter at Twitter.com/WoOLate-
Models, like it on Facebook
at Facebook.com/WorldofOut-
lawsLateModelSeries, or check out
the latest videos on YouTube
at Youtube.com/WorldofOutlaws.

Eric Spangler Earns
First WoO Win

LAKE CITY, MI - Eric Spangler
earns his first World of Outlaws
Craftsman® Late Model Series vic-
tory Friday night, for the first night
of the Keyser Manufacturing Great
Lakes Shootout weekend at Merritt
Speedway. The Lake City, Mich.
native revved his engine all the way
to victory lane in front of his home
crowd.

The four-time track champion
battled a stout 24-car field against
the series' superstars. Spangler led
all 25 laps to capture the win and a
$6,000 purse. His No. 27 Spangler
Heating & Cooling/ Cyclo Products
MasterBilt car led the field into the

green flag. Setting the pace on the
3/8-mile oval, he never looked back
in the caution-free Craftsman
Club® feature.

"Wow... great," said Spangler in
front of a packed crowd. "We just
picked up this bare frame two
weeks ago. Me and my dad put a
new motor in it, and we brought this
out three weeks later for a feature
win. [The car] was fast right out of
the box."

In a fast-paced feature, those
who followed Spangler jockeyed for
position. In the opening laps, Josh
Richards took his shot at a podium
spot from fourth position, using the
middle groove to set up an even-
tual pass on fellow Outlaw Brandon
Overton in turn two of the race's
second lap. Greenville, Mich. na-
tive Nick Kurtz joined the party less
than five laps later, also breaking
into the podium.

Nearing the halfway point, Kurtz
overtook Richards to take sole pos-
session of second place in his No.
79 Classic Auto Repair/ Universal
Graphic Solutions Barry Wright ma-
chine. Thereon, the podium sepa-
rated itself from the field by more

than a 1.6-second margin.
"It's something I didn't expect,"

said Kurtz about passing Richards.
"These guys are the best in the
country and anytime you can run
side-by-side with them, it's a good
night. We have something to defi-
nitely build on next year."

In order to fend-off Richards in
closed-quarters, Kurtz used the
lapped traffic to his advantage.
Kurtz kept two-or-more cars in-be-
tween Richards - until the final few
laps in the race. Richards managed
to close the gap to one second in
his No. 1 Valvoline/ Seubert Calf
Ranches Rocket car, but ran out of
the real-estate he needed to make
a move.

"These locals are just tough
watching them," Richards said.
"They know how to get around this
track. It's so different than what
we're used to. It's so small. Eric
was running the top there and we
were following him. I kind of moved
down but not far enough, and then
Nick drove by on the bottom. We
just needed 50 or 100 more laps to
catch them. They were doing a
great job."
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Number 17, Tying Single

Season Record

FAYETTEVILLE,
TN - The Southern All
Star Dirt Racing Se-
ries will head into the
month of September
with four races sched-
ule over the month at
three tracks, that all
have different charac-
teristics about them,

The series will re-
turn to the great fans
of west Tennessee as
promoter Ricky Spur-

geon will have the series back for a
Saturday night September 3rd 40
$4,000 to win event at Thunderhill
Raceway in Lawrenceburg, TN.
The series returned to the high
banked 1/3 mile facility in May after
a long absence and local driver
Mark Fields grabbed his first career
Southern All Star win and will be
back to see if he can make it two
wins in a row.

Then on September 17th the se-
ries will return for its second visit of
the season to the Casey Moses &
Dustin Dunlap promoted Smoky Mt
Speedway, for a 40 lap $5,000 to
win event.  The big 4/10th mile
track provides high speed and a lot
of action, in the series first visit of
the year Mike Marlar took the win
and will be looking to make a clean

sweep for the 2016 season,
Then the series will turns it at-

tention of the end of the month as
the dates of September 24th-25th
are next on tap with a pair of
$4,000 to win events at the Alexis,
William & Billy Thomas promoted
East Alabama Motor Speedway.
These will the fourth year that the
series has sanctioned the Alabama
State Championship races at the
3/8ths mile oval.  Chris Madden &
Shane Clanton are defending race
winners and are likely to return to
the 2016 edition of the race.

Riley Hickman is currently the
pointʼs leader by 106 markers over
second place and current Cruise
With the Champions/Dirtondirt.com
rookie leader Brad Skinner, Jim
Rogers, is currently third in series
points.  The month of September
will be key in the battle for both ti-
tles as one bad race can make you
or break you coming down the
home stretch.

Other drivers that should be in
action at the Thunderhill event in-
clude Todd Morrow, Jason Hiett,
Dillon Tidmore, Tommy Taylor, Josh
Putnam, Brett White, David
Seibers, plus many more.

More information can be found
at www.thunderhillracewaypark.com/ or
www.smokymountainspeedway.com.
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L A W R E N C E -
BURG, IN - For the
second night in a row
Scott Bloomquist led
every lap of a Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Se-
ries-sanctioned event,
winning Saturday
night's Whiskey City
60 at Lawrenceburg
Speedway. His win at
Lawrenceburg was his
12th series win of the

season as he continues to stand
atop the championship standings. 

Earl Pearson Jr.; in the Dunn-
Benson Ford/Lucas Oil/Longhorn
Chassis; finished second, followed
by Brandon Sheppard in the Best
Performance Motorsports/Rocket
Chassis. Completing the top five
were Gregg Satterlee, and Dennis
Erb Jr.

Bloomquist set a new track
record for Late Models at
Lawrenceburg in Miller Welders
Time Trials, then went on to domi-
nate his heat race, before finally
capturing his second career win at
the facility. "I lost my power steer-
ing near the end. We didn't dare get
up on that cushion. We could lean
on it, but without power steering it's
extremely difficult to drive these
cars. It takes about everything you
have. I am glad that one's over!"

"We made sure that we had
some traction coming off of turn
four. If you slide across there, it
wasn't too bad. The cautions some-
what helped keep the engine
cooled down. We got to about 230
or 240 degrees. The humidity
tonight didn't help with some of the
issues the other drivers had."

Jimmy Owens and Bloomquist
started on the front row as
Bloomquist took the lead at the
start of the race. Jonathan Daven-
port had moved up from ninth to
third in the early going, but a blown
tire would end his race.

Bloomquist waited through sev-
eral caution flags as Pearson and
Sheppard were hotly contesting the
second position. The two went
back and forth several times with
Pearson emerging from the battle
with the runner-up position at the
finish.

"We changed engines this after-
noon. The car was really good all
night long. Me and B-Shepp had a
great race for second. We both
were up on the wheel. We tried our
best to stay with Scott, but he is

back on one of those rolls he gets
on and it's hard to beat him," said
Pearson.

Sheppard tried the highest line
on the race track in turns one and
two. But in three and four he would
lose what he had gained on Pear-
son. "We kept trying that line until I
think I wore it out. It blackened up
going into one and I couldn't quite
steer it like I had in some of the pre-
vious laps. It is always great to race
against Earl, he gives you plenty of
room and he's a good clean driver."

Completing the top ten were
Colton Flinner, Nick Hoffman, Dar-
rell Lanigan, Steve Francis, and
Kent Robinson.

In preliminary action, Scott
Bloomquist set the overall Miller
Welders Fast Time and new
Lawrenceburg Speedway Track
Record (Group B) amongst the 35
entrants, with a lap of 13.827 sec-
onds. Jared Hawkins set the fastest
time in Group A with a time of
14.036 seconds. Jimmy Owens,
Earl Pearson Jr., Scott Bloomquist,
and Cody Mahoney won their re-
spective heat races. Don O'Neal
and Duane Chamberlain won their
respective B-Mains.

Bloomquist Takes
John Bradshaw

Memorial at
Ponderosa Speedway

JUNCTION CITY, KY - Lucas Oil
Late Model Dirt Series point leader
Scott Bloomquist extended his lead
in the championship standings by
winning the 13th Annual John

Bradshaw Memorial at Ponderosa
Speedway on Friday Night. It was
the first ever visit by the LOLMDS
to the Central Kentucky bullring.

Bloomquist led all 50 laps in his
Crop Production Services, Reece
Monument Company, Mark Martin
Automotive, Andy Durham-pow-
ered, Sweet-Bloomquist Chassis.
Tim McCreadie's Sweeteners Plus,
Longhorn finished second, followed
by Dennis Erb Jr. in his Vomac
Truck Sales, Black Diamond Chas-
sis.

Bloomquist dominated the com-
petition all night long, first setting
fast time in his group, and then
easily winning his heat race. He
bolted to the lead at the start of the
main event and was never seri-
ously challenged all race long.

"The car was nearly perfect. I
don't know if I could find anything
wrong with," said the 52-year-old
Hall of Famer who scored his 11th
series win of the season.

"That's just about as good as
you could ask for right there! They
put new clay on this track and it re-
ally helped it. You could race all
over it tonight. You could run the
bottom, the middle, and the top. I
really enjoyed racing here tonight."

"It's awesome; the crowd they
had here tonight, they said it might
be a record. I see they put in some
new stands in turn four and those
looked full. It's looks like they are
going to have to add on again."

McCreadie wrestled second
from Erb on lap 29. McCreadie
then started to track down
Bloomquist, but a couple of cau-
tions in the last ten laps allowed
Bloomquist a clear race track to
forge ahead.

"It's always fun to run in front of
a crowd like this tonight. This is
only our second time ever running
here. I wish turn one would have
been a little smoother; we could
have probably maneuvered better
through there. Overall we had a
good night. I didn't want to see any
yellows at the end. We went with a
harder tire than him [Bloomquist]."

Erb was making only his second
appearance at the track as well,
and was pleased with his podium
finish. "It was a good battle up front.
Scott had the best car all night, but
it was a good race for second for a
while. There were about three of us
racing hard for the spot. My car got
a little loose at the end, but to come
home third is great. We needed to
be tighter at the end, but overall it
was good point night."

Greg Johnson charged from
ninth to finish fourth and Don
O'Neal finished fifth.

Completing the top ten were
Mike Marlar, Dustin Linville, Chris
Madden, Gregg Satterlee, and
Jason Jameson.
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Lawrenceburg Speedwayʼs 
Whiskey City 60

Scott Bloomquist celebrates his dominate weekend in victory lane

at Lawrenceburg Speedway after winning the Whiskey City 60.

(LOLMDS photo)

Scott Bloomquist started off the weekend with a win at Ponderosa

Speedway racing his way to a win in the John Bradshaw Memorial.

(LOLMDS photo)



FINDLAY, OH -
Despite Mother Na-
tureʼs attempt to end
the evening just after
qualifying time trials,
Wooster, Ohioʼs Shel-
don Haudenschild
cruised on to score his
sixth Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions
victory of the 2016
season on Sunday
night at Millstream

Speedway, leading all 30 circuits
over fellow championship con-
tenders Chad Kemenah and Dale
Blaney. Haudenschild, pilot of the
Southern Pacific Farms/Finzer
Farms/Haudenschild Racing/No.
93, survived six cautions, including
a fuel stop, to clinch his spot in vic-
tory lane, increasing his career win
total to 12 with the Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions. 

“This is huge, you know,” Hau-
denschild said. “Weʼve struggled
with qualifying here in the past. We
never could get ourselves into a
dash, so qualifying for the dash
tonight was really important to us.
That little bit of rain we got earlier
in the night made the track pretty
fast. It was definitely important to
start up front. I canʼt thank my guys
enough for what they do. It would-
nʼt be possible without all of them,
as well as everyone else who is on
the car.” 

Sheldon Haudenschild jumped
ahead during the initial start, taking
advantage of his pole position to
control the opening lap over a pair
of fellow Ohio natives, Chad Ke-
menah and Dale Blaney. An early
caution on lap five, as well as a pair
of cautions on lap 10 and lap 13,
may have stalled feature competi-
tion, but they never disturbed the
top three in the running order. Hau-
denschild mastered his preferred
line at the top of the speedway,
which proved to be the dominant
line around the Findlay, Ohio, half-
mile. Chad Kemenah attempted to
make the middle of the speedway
work during segments of the main
event, while Dale Blaney utilized
the bottom groove; each proving to
be unsuccessful against Hauden-
schild. 

A late caution on lap 27 would
force the feature field to refuel, set-
ting up a four lap dash for Hauden-
schild, Kemenah, and Blaney. On
the restart, Kemenah and Blaney
each attempted to overtake Hau-

denschild from underneath, but a
clear track and clean air proved to
be too powerful for Haudenschild,
driving away nearly unchallenged
to score the $5,000 victory. The
win, equaling his 15th top-five fin-
ish of the season, allowed the sec-
ond generation racer to close in on
the championship chase by an-
other two markers, cutting Keme-
nahʼs advantage to 68 points. Dale
Blaney currently sits second, just
eight points behind Kemenah. 

“The track was just a little too
fast to get by Sheldon (Hauden-
schild),” Kemenah explained. “The
cushion was the fastest way
around the race track and heʼs
good on the cushion.”

“I think we have a shot to catch
Chad (Kemenah) and Dale
(Blaney) in the championship,”
Haudenschild said. “We just have
to concentrate on winning these
races. Thatʼs what we come here to
do. If things go our way, I think weʼll
be OK.” 

A pair of $10,000-to-win pro-
grams will headline Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions compe-
tition during Labor Day weekend,
beginning with the Dirt Classic Ohio
at Attica Raceway Park in Attica,
Ohio, on Saturday night, Septem-
ber 3. The event was originally
scheduled for early August, but
later moved and reassigned as an
Arctic Cat All Star program.

In addition to $10,000, the highly

anticipated, highly raved, inaugural
Dirt Classic Ohio program will also
award a golden ticket; an automatic
A-main starting position in the
$20,000-to-win/$1,000-to-start Dirt
Classic finale at Lincoln Speedway
in Abbottstown, Pennsylvania, on
Saturday, September 24. 

The second $10,000-to-win
showcase during Labor Day Week-
end will be contested at the Wayne
County Speedway in Orrville, Ohio,
on Sunday night, September 4. The
Pete Jacobs Memorial will highlight
competition at “Orrvilleʼs Historic
Oval,” the fourth and final Arctic Cat
All Star appearance at Wayne
County Speedway in 2016. 

Those seeking additional infor-
mation regarding the pair of
$10,000-to-win programs should
visit Attica Raceway Park and
Wayne County Speedway live on
the Web at www.atticaraceway-

park.com and www.waynecoun-
tyspeedway.com.

Holtgraver
Takes ʻem Downtown

in Brownstown
BROWNSTOWN, IN - “Down-

town” Danny Holtgraver nearly
dominated Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions competition on Sat-
urday night at the Brownstown
Speedway in Brownstown, Indiana,
leading all 40 circuits to capture his
third Arctic Cat All Star victory of the
2016 season, as well as the first
Arctic Cat All Star victory at Brown-
stown Speedway since June of
1999. Holtgraver, pilot of Pete
Groveʼs Premier Motorsports/Pre-
mier Pallets/Bonnellʼs Rod
Shop/DKW Transport/No. 70 entry,
started from the outside-pole

(Continued Next Page)
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Sheldon Haudenschild and crew celebrate in Millstream Speedway

victory lane. (Vince Vellella/ASCOC photo)

Sheldon Haudenschild
Goes Wire-to-Wire at
Millstream Speedway



Continued…

position at the quarter-
mile bullring, eventu-
ally holding off
charges by Dale
Blaney, Randy Hanna-
gan, and Sheldon
Haudenschild to score
the $5,000 top prize.

“Man, I canʼt thank
my guys enough for all
that they do for me,”
Danny Holtgraver said
in victory lane. “Pete
Grove gave me a
great opportunity this
year. I canʼt thank him
enough for that. He al-

lows me to come out here and do
what I love to do each and every
weekend. Cody Jacobs, my dad,
Mike, Al; they all bust their butts
and I truly appreciate it. We needed
another one of these. The last few
weeks havenʼt been too great for
us for a number of reasons. Weʼll
celebrate this one and get ready to
try again tomorrow.”

Holtgraver wasted no time get-
ting to the front of the feature field,
taking control after the initial green
flag to lead lap one over Kraig
Kinser and Arctic Cat All Star point
leader Chad Kemenah. The Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, native relied
on Brownstown Speedwayʼs heavy
curb for momentum, racing on top
undistracted by a near-two second
margin until traffic came into play,
easing the pace for the first time on
lap six.

Even as traffic intensified, Holt-
graver kept his composure; using
momentum to keep a lengthy ad-
vantage while negotiating lapped
cars. Meanwhile, Chad Kemenah,
Dale Blaney, and Sheldon Hauden-
schild created a three-car battle for
positions two through four, a battle
that would last for nearly 15 cir-
cuits. After multiple slide jobs and
crossovers, Blaney eventually set-
tled into second, followed by Shel-
don Haudenschild and Chad
Kemenah.

A caution on lap 18, and a late
red flag incident on lap 35, proved
to be no distraction for Danny Holt-
graver, ultimately racing on to park
himself in Arctic Cat All Star Circuit
of Champions victory lane for the
12th time in his career. Dale
Blaney, aboard his familiar Go-
Muddy.com/Big Game Tree-
stands/CH Motorsports/No. 1,
finished second after starting fifth,
followed by Randy Hannagan, who
climbed from the outside of row five
to earn his podium performance.
The “Hurricane” made his first ap-
pearance in a podium position on

lap 33, driving under the familiar
No. 93 of Sheldon Haudenschild in
traffic.

“I just felt really comfortable from
the start. Cody and the guys had
this thing exactly where it needed
to be,” Holtgraver said. “The top
was where I felt the strongest. It
started to get pretty tricky; not a lot
left toward the end of the race. You
kinda had to tip-toe your way
around there and make sure you
didnʼt get sucked over the edge.
Traffic was tough at times, but we
were able to get through it pretty
well without too many hiccups. Iʼm
just really happy to be back in this
position. Weʼll try to double-up on
the weekend tomorrow night at Mill-
stream.”

Swindell Pockets
$7,000 During First All
Star Visit to Lebanon

Valley Speedway
WEST LEBANON, NY - Waiting

an extra day to tackle the high-
banks of Lebanon Valley Speed-
way in West Lebanon, New York,
proved to be beneficial for Sammy
Swindell, outlasting and out dueling
the Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions during their first and
only New York appearance of
2016. The Germantown, Ten-
nessee, native, who started on the
outside of the front row by virtue of
dash finish, led all 25 circuits on
Monday evening on the Lebanon
Valley highbanks, pocketing $7,000
for his efforts, as well as his first
Arctic Cat All Star victory since
2011. Kraig Kinser chased Swindell
to the final checkers, followed by
Chad Kemenah, Tim Shaffer, and
Cap Henry, who advanced 11 posi-
tions to secure his top-five finish.

“The CJB guys gave me a great

car all night long,” Sammy Swindell
explained. “The key was putting
ourselves in position early tonight. I
was able to climb up through the
dash from 5th to start second in the
A-main. That was a big step for us.
I had to use a little bit of experience
here tonight, too. This place can be
tough. You have to race it hard, but
yet still be able to race the track. It
can definitely use you up.” 

Back-to-back red flag incidents
during the initial start would force
the feature field to try three times
before officially getting one circuit
in the books. The third start proved
to be the charm with Dale Blaney
and Sammy Swindell bringing the
Arctic Cat All Star main event to life.
Swindell jumped to the early ad-
vantage, leading Blaney, Kraig
Kinser, and Chad Kemenah by the

flagstand at the completion of lap
one. Unfortunately for Swindell, a
back-to-back caution situation
would return to the speedway on
lap three, this time in the form of
red, and then yellow, lights. Dale
Blaney still raced second, followed
by Kraig Kinser and Chad Keme-
nah. 

Green lights brought the feature
field back to life once again allow-
ing Sammy Swindell to continue his
pace on top. Swindell and Blaney
raced one-two during the next sev-
eral circuits, eventually catching
slower cars with 12 laps in the
books. Despite traffic acting as an
obstacle for Swindell and Blaney,
the two Hall of Fame inductees
continued to race nearly nose-to-
tail, weaving in and out of traffic
through the middle of the speed-
way. Action would quickly come to
a rest when caution lights reap-
peared on lap 16.

Meanwhile, drama started to un-
fold at Lebanon Valley Speedway
when Dale Blaney displayed signs
of suffering from a flat right-rear tire
during the pair of lap 16 cautions.
The “Low Rider” would attempt to
bring the tire back to life on his
own, but would eventually slow with
17 laps in the books. Swindell con-
tinued to lead, with Blaney surren-
dering his runner-up position to
Kraig Kinser. 

For the final time of the evening,
green flags waved on the Arctic Cat
All Star Circuit of Champions fea-
ture field. Swindell drove off un-
challenged during the remaining
circuits, opening up a lengthy ad-
vantage in clean air over Kraig
Kinser and Chad Kemenah.
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Sammy Swindell celebrates his Arctic Cat All Star win at Lebanon

Valley Speedway. (Mike Petrucci/ASCOC photo)

Danny Holtgraver celebrates in victory lane after leading all 40

laps for the win at Brownstown Speedway. (Mark Schaefer/ASCOC

photo)



In conjunction with
a NASCAR industry-
wide effort to offer free
NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series
and XFINITY Series
tickets for children 12
and under next sea-
son, Speedway Motor-
sports, Inc. (NYSE:
TRK) announced a

company-wide Fans First initiative
Monday to price select children's
tickets at just $10 each to Cup Se-
ries events at its eight premier
speedways beginning in 2017.

"Coming to the races should be
about fun, not finances," said
Speedway Motorsports' President
and Chief Executive Officer Marcus
Smith. "Now a parent can get his or
her child through the gates for an
entire weekend of NASCAR events
- including pole night, a Camping
World Truck or XFINITY Series
race and a Cup Series race - for
just $10. This is one of the best, if
not THE best, family values in all
professional sports.

"NASCAR fans have passed
down their passion for motorsports
from generation to generation for
decades, and through this new
Fans First initiative, we'll continue
that legacy by introducing young
fans to the sport and engaging
them for years to come."

With an adult ticket purchase,
fans can buy up to two $10 tickets
for children ages 12 and under to
that same event in select seating
sections. This offer is available at
all of the 13 Cup Series events
shown below next season.

Tickets for many of Speedway
Motorsports' 2017 events are al-
ready on sale. A complete schedule
of the company's Cup Series races
is below:

March 5 Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 Atlanta Motor Speedway

March 12 Kobalt 400 Las Vegas
Motor Speedway

April 9 O'Reilly Auto Parts 500
Texas Motor Speedway

April 23 Food City 500 Bristol
Motor Speedway

May 20 NASCAR All-Star Race
Charlotte Motor Speedway

May 28 Coca-Cola 600 Char-
lotte Motor Speedway

June 25 Toyota/Save Mart 350
Sonoma Raceway

July 8 Quaker State 400 Ken-

tucky Speedway
July 16 New Hampshire 301

New Hampshire Motor Speedway
Aug. 19 Bass Pro Shops NRA

Night Race Bristol Motor Speed-
way

Sept. 24 New England 300 New
Hampshire Motor Speedway

Oct. 7 Bank of America 500
Charlotte Motor Speedway

Nov. 5 AAA Texas 500 Texas
Motor Speedway

Fans can obtain tickets to any
on-sale Speedway Motorsports
event by visiting www.speedway-
motorsports.com or www.ticket-
master.com.

NASCAR and Nickelodeon
Wave Green Flag for Third
Season of Hammer Down

DAYTONA BEACH, FL -
NASCAR and Nickelodeon are
joining forces again to take viewers
inside the world of NASCAR racing
with the return NASCAR Hammer
Down. Premiering Friday, Sept. 23
at 9:30 p.m. (ET/PT) on Nicktoons,
the third season of NASCAR Ham-
mer Down features eight, 15-
minute episodes hosted by Karsyn
Elledge, granddaughter of Dale
Earnhardt and daughter of Kelley
Earnhardt Miller.

This season, Elledge will be
joined by her sister, Kennedy
Elledge, for driver interviews, goofy
antics and behind-the-scenes in-
sight into the technology and peo-
ple that propel more than 90 annual
NASCAR national series events.
Ryan Blaney, driver of the No. 21
Ford for Wood Brothers Racing,
and Bubba Wallace Jr., driver of the
No. 6 Ford for Roush Fenway Rac-
ing, also return as series regulars
for the popular “Bubba & Blaney”
segment.

Produced by NASCAR Produc-
tions, season three premieres with
back-to-back episodes, the first of
which emanates from the NASCAR
Hall of Fame. The subsequent
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 400
Special” gives viewers an inside
look at the NASCAR Sprint Cup
Series Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles 400 taking place on Sunday,
Sept. 18 at Chicagoland Speed-
way. NASCAR Hammer Down will
air regularly on Fridays at 9:30 p.m.
(ET/PT) during Nicktoonsʼ Nick-
Sports TV block.  

“Kids are a huge part of our

sport, and we are excited to deliver
a program like NASCAR Hammer
Down to a very important audience
for NASCAR,” said Zane Stoddard,
NASCAR vice president of enter-
tainment marketing and content de-
velopment. “The personalities of
Karsyn, Kennedy and our drivers
combined with the NickSports au-
dience, creates the perfect avenue
for us to connect with a new gener-
ation of potential NASCAR fans.”

Snapchat to Bring Live
Stories to the Chase for
the NASCAR Sprint Cup 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL -

Snapchat is covering the 2016
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint
Cup™ this fall with Live Stories
from Charlotte Motor Speedway
and Homestead-Miami Speedway,
NASCAR announced today.  

Fans will be able to share their
race-day experiences with millions
of Snapchat users from the Bank of
America 500 in Concord, North
Carolina on Oct. 8, and the Ford
EcoBoost 400 in Homestead,
Florida, on Nov. 20, when NASCAR
will crown its 2016 NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series™ champion. 

“Thereʼs no experience in sports
quite like attending a NASCAR
race, especially during the Chase,”
said Jill Gregory, NASCAR senior
vice president and chief marketing
officer. “Snapchatʼs Live Story cov-
erage provides young audiences
with a unique, behind-the-scenes
look at the real Chase race experi-
ence, through the lens of our fans
and drivers.”

The announcement comes as
the NASCAR industry celebrates
Kids Drive NASCAR, a new initia-
tive created to engage the sportʼs
young fans and featuring kids-fo-
cused events and activities. All this
week, the sportʼs rising stars as
well as drivers with young children
will be hosting driver takeovers on
the NASCAR Snapchat account.  

Later this fall, Snapchat users at
Charlotte Motor Speedway and
Homestead-Miami Speedway will
contribute their race-day perspec-
tives through video and photo
Snaps submitted to collective Live
Stories, capturing the real
NASCAR story,
straight from the
fans. 

The thousands of
submitted Snaps
from each event will
be curated and pack-
aged by Snapchat
into a video stream
that is shared glob-
ally with Snapchatʼs
more than 100 mil-

lion daily active users. Each
NASCAR Live Story will be avail-
able to view on Snapchat for 24
hours.

In February, NASCAR an-
nounced its first-ever partnership
with Snapchat doubling the plat-
formʼs coverage of NASCAR pre-
mier race events in 2016. The 2016
Daytona 500, which set records for
NASCAR social media engage-
ment, and May race at Talladega
Superspeedway featured Live Sto-
ries this season.

Snapchat is available on iOS
and Android.

Carolina Renaissance Fes-
tival Hosts First Job

“Faire”
Autumn is around the corner

and with it comes the Carolina
Renaissance Festival.  Pirates, No-
bles, Wenches and Knights - it
takes a lot of work to organize the
regionʼs largest costume party!  

The Carolina Renaissance Fes-
tival will hold its first job faire on Fri-
day, September 9th and Saturday,
September 10th from 10:00 AM -
1:00 PM each day.  

The faire will be held at the Fes-
tival grounds located just north of
Charlotte, between Concord and
Huntersville, at 16445 Poplar Tent
Road, Huntersville, NC 28078.  

The Festival hires 350 seasonal
employees on an annual basis.
Employees will have the opportu-
nity hawk turkey legs and ale, sell
admission tickets, greet guests,
and more.  Applicants should be
able to produce documents show-
ing they are able to work in the
United States, if hired.  Resumes
are appreciated but not required for
most positions. Questions about
the job faire can be directed to cr-
fjobs@renfestinfo.com 

The Carolina Renaissance Fes-
tival returns for its 23rd annual sea-
son weekends, Saturdays and
Sundays, October 1st through No-
vember 20th. The interactive event
is a combination of outdoor theater,
circus, arts and crafts fair, jousting
tournament and feast.  

This information and more can
be found online at Carolina.Ren-
FestInfo.com.
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$10 NASCAR Cup Series
Kidsʼ Tickets at All Eight
Speedway Motorsports

Facilities Beginning in 2017



Lonesome Pine
Raceway

COEBURN, VA -
Kres VanDyke re-
turned to Lonesome
Pine Raceway on Sat-
urday and claimed the
checkered flag in both
Late Model Stock Car
races.

VanDyke didnʼt
dominate the twin fea-
tures, though. The
2014 Kingsport (Ten-
nessee) Speedway
champion raced his
way to the win in both
races.

In the first feature,
VanDyke didnʼt take the lead until a
late-race restart on lap 33.
VanDyke then drove to the win after
a hard-fought battle with current
points leader Wayne Hale.

VanDyke battled with Nate Mon-
teith in the second matchup.
VanDyke took the lead on lap six
and led the remaining laps.

Hale took the lead on the open-
ing lap of the first 35-lap NASCAR
Whelen All-American Series Late
Model Stock Car feature. VanDyke
would make his way into second on
lap three and begin to work his way
towards Hale.

Hale would continue to lead up
front and with five laps remaining,
the defending track champion held
a decent lead.

Haleʼs lead would diminish on
lap 33 when the No. 29 of Mark
Meade slowed at the exit of Turn 2.

Set for a green-white-
checkered restart, Hale and
VanDyke would battle for the top
spot on the restart. With the white
flag waving, the two were still door
to door.

VanDyke edged ahead at the
entrance to Turn 3 and Hale would
slide exiting Turn 4. VanDyke would
take the checkered over Hale for
his third win of the season.

Greg Bohannon Jr. and Monteith
were on point for the second Late
Model Stock Car feature.

Monteith jumped to the lead at
the drop of the green flag and
VanDyke immediately began work-
ing his way from fourth place.

Taking the second position on
lap two, VanDyke set his sights on
the No. 97 of Monteith. VanDyke
would race around the outside of
Monteith and take the lead on lap
six.

The first caution of the race
waved on lap 13 when Jacob York
spun between Turns 3 and 4.

On the ensuing restart, VanDyke
took the lead again over Monteith
and drove on to claim his second

win of the night.
“Itʼs great to be back over here,”

said VanDyke. “Itʼs always great to
be over here at (Lonesome Pine
Raceway).”

VanDyke noted that his crew
was short some members tonight
but those in attendance performed
on point.

“We were kind of shorthanded
today,” added VanDyke. “Some of
our crew had other obligations
today and thatʼs completely under-
standable. But we all come to-
gether at the end of it.”

“My crew did their job and I did
mine.”

Chris Tunnell won his third win
of the season at Lonesome Pine
Raceway on Saturday night.

Tunnell grabbed the lead just
passed the halfway point and lead
the remaining laps of the caution-
plagued race.

Tunnell took the lead from
Emma Stiltner on lap 19. Stiltner
and Elby Harrison, racing for sec-
ond place on lap 20, made contact
and sent Stiltner spinning. The spin
would bring the raceʼs first yellow
flag out.

Tunnell retook the lead on the
restart with Rob Austin charging
hard from second place.

The caution would wave again
on lap 26 when Austin and Stiltner
made contact between Turns 3 and
4.

Back under green, Tunnell
would retake the lead until the cau-
tion waved again for another inci-
dent between Austin and Stiltner on
lap 32.

Tunnell would again jump to the
lead on the restart and go on to
take the checkered flag.

William Hale led flag-to-flag in
the 25-lap Pure 4 race. The win
was Haleʼs first of the season.

Billy Duty dominated the 15-lap
Mod 4 feature. Duty returned to the
track for the first time since an ac-
cident earlier this season at
Kingsport Speedway.

Marty Tunnell led the first lap of
the Pure Street divisionʼs 20-lap
event. Doug Austin would take the
lead on the second circuit of the
race. Austin would lead all of the re-
maining laps and take the win.

For more information on Lone-
some Pine Raceway, visit thepiner-
aceway.com. Also, follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Selinsgrove Speedway
SELINSGROVE, PA - An area

power surge damaged part of
Selinsgrove Speedwayʼs electrical
system Saturday night and forced
track officials to postpone the five
feature events. A makeup date for
the features only will be announced
soon. 

PPL Electric technicians were
dispatched to the speedway and
determined the issue was not a
“quick fix.” Power outages were
also reported in surrounding com-
munities. 

With all the qualifying complete
and the feature lineups set, rain
checks and pit passes from Satur-
day will be good ONLY on the date
the features for the 360 sprint cars,
super late models, pro stocks, and
roadrunners will be run. 

Pro stock heat races were won
by Nate Stroup and AJ Hoffman.
360 sprint car heat race wins went
to Mike Walter and Colby Wolmer.
Bryan Bernheisel and Matt
Cochran were super late model
heat race winners.

Mallie Shuster earned a $500
bonus from the Newville Family of
Companies as the driver with the
most 360 sprint car heat race wins
throughout 2016.

The Craftsman World of Outlaws
Late Model Series will invade the
speedway for the 18th annual Jeff's
Auto Body and Recycling Center
Late Model National Open at 7 p.m.
SUNDAY, Sept. 4. Tickets will be
sold on race day only for this event.
Fans who present a Selinsgrove
Speedway rain check from any

event during the month of August
will receive a $5 off adult general
admission. Admission will be $30
($25 with the rain check) and stu-
dents 12-17 will be just $10! Kids
11 and younger will be admitted
FREE. 

The Jim Nace Memorial National
Open for the 410 Sprint Cars will
close out the season on Saturday,
Sept. 17. The super late models will
join the 410 sprint cars as part of
the 34th annual Open. 

For more information on any of
the upcoming events or the speed-
way you can visit selins-
grovespeedway.com or follow the
track on Facebook or Twitter. The
speedway can also be reached at
570.374.2266.

Grandview Speedway
BECHTELSVILLE, PA - The pre-

vious Saturday night, Duane
Howardʼs car sat in the Grandview
Speedway pits destroyed due to an
on track accident. The Norm
Hansell owned No. 357H team
worked diligently during the week
and had another car prepared for
the five-time track Modified point
champion and the effort paid off.
This Saturday night Howard started
14th in the 28-car starting grid and
with three laps to go in the 30-Lap
T.P. Trailers NASCAR 358 Modified
All-American Racing Series feature
sponsored by A.D. Moyer Hard-
ware & Lumber, he managed to
wrestle the lead away from DIRT
Hall of Famer Frank Cozze on a
restart. He never gave up the lead
and this time he parked the car in
victory lane for his third win of the
season. 

He was thankful that Hansell put
him in his second car to teammate
Brett Kressley to give him the op-
portunity to compete at the 1/3-mile
oval after losing his regular ride a
few weeks prior. In addition to the
top prize he also pocketed $250
from T.P. Trailers.

Ron Kline posted his third 25-
Lap BRC NASCAR Late Model fea-
ture since getting behind the wheel
of the Jr. Grebe/Wanda Brown No.
3X. This time he had to hold off the
late race challenges of Randy
Stoudt, who was in search of his
67th career win. He also earned an
additional $100 from T.P. Trailers
and the ½-way Danʼs Deli hoagie
award.

In the caution filled 25-lap
NASCAR Sportsman feature Ryan
Lilick was victorious for the second
time of the year. T.P. Trailers also
awarded Lilick $100.

The two 15-Lap Blast From The
Past Vintage car features were won
by Dave Smith and Ron Myers.
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Kres VanDyke made his way to Lonesome Pine Racewayʼs two

times Saturday night after winning both features. (LPR photo)



South Boston
Speedway

Austin Thaxton, of
South Boston, Virginia,
recovered from a spin
early in the race and
came through the field
to win the 100-lap “Ital-
ian Delight Family
Restaurant Frutopia
Not Just Frozen Yogurt
NASCAR Late Model
100” at South Boston
Speedway on Satur-
day.

Matt Bowling, of
Ridgeway, Virginia,
has held the NASCAR
Whelen All-American

Series national points race all year
but held only a single point lead en-
tering Saturdayʼs race.

Bowling, who has eight wins and
holds a 63-point lead over Peyton
Sellers in the points battle at South
Boston Speedway, started mid-
pack but took the lead from Bruce
Anderson of South Boston, Vir-
ginia, on lap 27 and held a com-
fortable lead until shortly after the
raceʼs second and final caution on
lap 53.

Thaxton had moved to third by
lap 80 and passed Danville, Vir-
giniaʼs Peyton Sellers on lap 83,
before tracking down Bowling on
lap 93 and holding on to win the
race by 1.276 seconds, his fourth
win of the year.

Sellers finished second, followed
by Josh Oakley, of Rougemont,
North Carolina, Bowling and Mark
Wertz, of Chesapeake, Virginia.

Thaxton captured his second
pole of the season with a time of
16.048 seconds (89.731 MPH).

Joey Throckmorton closed in on
the Limited Sportsman Division title
with his 10th win of the season on
Saturday, passing Daniel Moss of
Danville, Virginia, on lap 28 and
pulling away from the field to win
over Mike Jones, of South Boston,
Virginia by 2.751 seconds. 

Moss finished in third place, with
Colin Garrett of South Boston, Vir-
ginia, and Bob Davis, of Thaxton,
Virginia, rounding out the top-five
finishers in a race that had one
caution.

Barry Beggarly, Jr., of Provi-
dence, North Carolina, captured his
first pole of the season with a time
of 16,371 seconds (87.960 MPH).

Joe Allred III, of Scottsburg, Vir-
ginia, grabbed his first win of the
season in the 30-lap Pure Stock Di-
vision race, starting back in the field
and working his way up before
passing Randy Hupp, of Halifax,
Virginia, on lap 27.

Hupp finished second, with

Bruce Mayo, of Halifax, Virginia,
and points leader Johnny Layne, of
Nathalie, Virginia, rounding out the
top-four finishers in a race that had
one caution.

Layne, who has seven wins on
the year and elected to start at the
rear of the field for passing points,
won his seventh pole of the year
with a time of 18.739 seconds
(76.845 MPH).

The points battle in the Hornets
Division became even tighter Sat-
urday with Kenny Mills Jr. of Alton,
Virginia, winning his third race of
the year.

Mills, 16 points behind Todd
Garnett at the beginning of the
race, took the lead on lap eight of
the 15-lap race and held on to win
over Frank Wagner of Nathalie, Vir-
ginia, with Drew Dawson of
Nathalie, Virginia, and Jared Daw-
son, of Nathalie, Virginia, rounding
out the top-four finishers in a race
that had three cautions, with Gar-
nett not finishing the race after an
on-track incident.

Jimmy Rice, of Gibsonville,
North Carolina, driving a 1963 Ford
Falcon, and Corey Agee, of Mar-
tinsville, Virginia, driving a 1938
Plymouth Coupe, were the Sports-
man and Modified division winners
in the 25-lap race for the Southern
Ground Pounders Vintage Racing
Club race.

Sparky Staton, of Charlottesville,
Virginia, driving a 1955 Chevrolet,
finished in third place, and Jay
Royal, of South Port, North Car-
olina, rounded out the top-four fin-
ishers in a caution-free race.

It will be Championship Night
when NASCAR racing action re-
turns to South Boston Speedway
Saturday night, Sept. 3 with the 7
p.m. running of the GCR Presents
Spaulding Equipment Co.
NASCAR Late Model Twin 75ʼs
racing program.

For additional information about
South Boston Speedway, please
visit the speedwayʼs website at
www.southbostonspeedway.com or
telephone the speedway at 434-
572-4947 or 1-877-440-1540.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - Tyler Knight

raced to his first Precise Racing
Products DCRP Sprint Car win of
the year Saturday night atop the
3/8-mile Dodge City Raceway Park
as Kaleb Roach pocketed the
$1,000 winnerʼs share in the Third
Annual Sport Modified Mayhem
event.

While Roach and Knight enjoyed
victory honors, other Saturday
night winners included Cole Trau-
gott in IMCA Modifieds, Michael

Pepper in IMCA Stock Cars and
David Berger in IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

In the 30-lap Sport Modified
Mayhem feature event, Wood-
wardʼs Roach battled past Dustin
Daniels with just seven laps to go
and held on the rest of the way to
earn victory honors.

Roach and Daniels started from
the front row and battled through-
out for the top spot, exchanging the
lead several times along the way
before Roach took command for
keeps on the 23rd lap.

Colbyʼs Daniels had one last at
running down the leader after a
final caution with five laps to go, but
Roach was flawless on the top side
to preserve the victory.

Daniels settled for second with
Austin Walker rallying from the 11th
starting position to capture show
honors.  

Jeff Kaup battled past Jeremy
Sigler on the final restart to snare
fourth with Sigler rounding out the
top five.  

In the DCRP Sprint Car ranks,
Tyler Knight gunned into the lead
from his pole starting position and
kept Ray Seemann and Mike Pe-
ters at bay throughout the 20-lap-
per for his first DCRP win since
June of 2015 aboard the Myers
Racing Engines/Superior Fence
No. 11k.

While Knight, Seemann and Pe-
ters occupied the podium, Tracey
Hill made a late move around track
points leader Taylor Velasquez for
fourth.

In IMCA Modified action, Cole
Traugott escaped an early incident
and went on to capture his fifth win
in his last five DCRP starts of the
year.

After starting tenth, Traugott got
loose in turns one and two on the
second round, narrowly escaping
as Brendon Gemmill and points

contender William Nusser were col-
lected.

Third after a pair of cautions two
laps later, Traugott disposed of
Troy Gemmill on a lap four restart
and then wrestled the lead away
from Randy Wilson by the comple-
tion of the lap.

Woodwardʼs Traugott cruised on
the rest of the way with Gemmill
moving into second for keeps just
prior to the midway point.  Wilson
settled for third with Cody Gearhart
and 14th-starter Ryan Heger
rounding out the top five.  With the
fifth-place finish, Hugotonʼs Heger
takes a nine-point lead over William
Nusser and Nick Link into the Sep-
tember 24 season championship fi-
nale.

Lakinʼs Michael Pepper kept his
IMCA Stock Car victory streak in-
tact by taking command on the fifth
round en route to his sixth consec-
utive win and eighth overall of the
year.

Pepper battled past Shannon
Maughllin five laps into the 15-lap-
per and raced on to the checkered
flag ahead of Maughlin, Chris
Oliver, Mark Smith and Travis
Baird.

In the IMCA Hobby Stocks,
David Berger battled past Bryan
Habiger at the midway point and
kept Matt OʼHair and Cody Davis
over the final half of the 15-lapper
for his second score of the year.

Duane Wahrman and Reagan
Sellard rounded out the top five be-
hind Berger, OʼHair and Davis.

Dodge City Raceway Park fin-
ishes off the 2016 season on Sat-
urday night, September 24, with the
Fourth Annual Jerry Soderberg Me-
morial Championship event featur-
ing URSS vs. Precise Racing
Products DCRP Sprint Cars along
with IMCA Modifieds, IMCA Sport
Modifieds, IMCA Stock Cars and
IMCA Hobby Stocks.
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Tyler Knight visits Dodge City Raceway Parkʼs victory lane for the

first time this season. (DCRP photo)



Stafford

Speedway
S T A F F O R D

SPRINGS, CT -
Stafford Speedway re-
turned to NASCAR
Whelen All-American
Series racing action
with the Lincoln Tech
Back 2 SK®ool Blitz.
Taking down feature
wins on the night were
Rowan Pennink in the
SK Modified® feature,
Tom Fearn in the Late
Model feature, Tony
Membrino, Jr., in the
SK Light feature,

Frank LʼEtoile, Jr. in the Ltd. Late
Model feature, Mike Hopkins in the
DARE Stock feature, and Teddy
Hodgdon in the Legend Cars fea-
ture.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® fea-
ture event, Matt Galko took the
lead on the outside of Tom Bolles
at the start to set the early pace.
Stephen Kopcik and Tyler Hines
were side by side for third with
Ronnie Williams in fifth.  Just be-
hind Williams was Mike Christo-
pher, Jr. and Rowan Pennink.  

By lap-10 the order had settled
into single file at the front with
Galko leading the cars of Kopcik,
Bolles, Williams, Pennink, and
Christopher, Jr.  Nick Salvaʼs car
dropped off the pace and he limped
back to pit road on lap-12.  Pennink
got around Williams to move into
fourth on lap-13 and he nearly took
third from Bolles on lap-15.

After several laps of applying
heavy pressure and nearly making
a pass, Pennink was able to finally
get by Bolles for third and he took
second from Kopcik on lap-24.
Williams, Christopher, Jr., Ted
Christopher, Keith Rocco, Woody
Pitkat, Todd Owen, Hines, and
Danny Cates all got by Bolles on
lap-25 as Bolles drifted high in turn
3 and slid back to twelfth place.

At the front of the field Pennink
was starting to apply heavy pres-
sure to Galko and he made a move
on the backstretch on lap-31 to
take the lead.  The caution came
out with 33 laps complete for spins
in turn 1 by Brian Sullivan and Jeff
Gallup.

Pennink took the lead back
under green with Kopcik and Galko
side by side for second.  Ted
Christopher was fourth with Mike
Christopher, Jr. in fifth.  Kopcik took
second and Ted Christopher
moved into third as Galko slid back
to fourth.  Galko would lose fifth to
Mike Christopher, Jr. and Ted
Christopher took second from Kop-

cik before Pitkat spun on the
frontstretch to bring the caution out
with 37 laps complete.  Kopcik was
parked by officials for overaggres-
sive driving on the track.

Pennink took the lead with
Christopher and Christopher, Jr.
side by side for second with Rocco
right on both of their bumpers in
fourth.  Ted Christpher took second
on lap-39 and he was right behind
Pennink as they took the white
flag.  Christopher couldnʼt get close
enough to Pennink as Pennink took
down his fifth win of the 2016 sea-
son.  Mike Christopher, Jr. finished
third with Galko and Rocco round-
ing out the top-5.

In the 30-lap Late Model feature
event, Tyler Leary took the early
lead with Joel Monahan behind him
in second but in some frantic action
behind them, Kevin Gambacorta,
Rich Hammann, Josh Wood, Mike
Mordino, and Tom Butler all spun in
turn 1 to bring the caution out with
2 laps complete.

Back under green Leary held for
one  lap before Tom Fearn
streaked his way past and took
over the top spot.  Michael Wray
moved into second with Monahan
falling back to third.  Gambacorta
was fourth with Wood in fifth.  The
caution came back out with 4 laps
complete for debris on the track in
turns 1+2.

Fearn took the lead on the
restart with Wray falling into line be-
hind him in second.  Monahan was
third with Wood and Gambacorta
side by side for fourth.  Wood took
fourth and brought Glen Reen with
him into fifth as Gambacorta fell
back to sixth.  

At the halfway point of the fea-
ture Fearn was still out in front with
Wray and Monahan giving chase.
Things were heating up behind the
lead trio as Reen got around Wood
and Gambacorta to move into
fourth with Gambacorta fifth and
Wood sixth.  

Fearn led Wray to the checkered
flag for his seventh overall and
fourth consecutive win of the 2016
season.  Monahan finished third
with Reen and Gambacorta round-
ing out the top-5.

In the 20-lap SK Light Modified
feature event, Wesley Prucker took
the lead by going around Ted Cain
at the drop of the green.  Joe Graf.
Jr. made a quick move to take third
on lap-2 and he took second from
Cain on lap-3.  Fred Nees, Jr. was
fourth with Al Wisialko and David
Arute side by side for fifth place.  

Prucker was comfortably ahead
of Graf who had a gap back to
Nees and Arute in third on lap-8.
Arute moved into third on lap-9 and

Tony Membrino, Jr. followed him
through to move up to fourth.  Arute
spun on the frontstretch on lap-11
with Membrino moving up to third.
Daniel Wesson was now fourth be-
hind Membrino with Jay Goff get-
ting by Wisialko to take fifth.  

Graf had caught up to Prucker
on lap-14 and he was applying
heavy pressure for the lead.  The
caution came out with 14 laps com-
plete for debris on the track in turn
2.

Marcello Rufrano spun on the
backstretch on the restart to bring
the caution right back out.  Luckily
the entire field except for Ryan
Charland missed Rufrano and
Charland only made light contact
with the stationary car of Rufrano
and both cars were able to rejoin
the race at the rear of the field.

Cain and Norm Sears both got
out of shape on the restart but were
able to keep from spinning out and
Prucker took the lead with Graf hot
on his trail.  Prucker spun when he
hit turn 1 one lap after the restart
and brought the caution right back
out.  SK Light points leader Joey
Ferrigno retired to pit road with
heavy damage to his right front tire
under the caution. 

Wesson got a good run on the
outside of Graf to take the lead but
a multicar spin on the backstretch
involving Cain and Arute brought
the caution out before a lap could
be completed.

Wesson again used the outside
groove to his advantage as he took
the lead from Graf on the restart.
Membrino settled into third with
Wisialko fourth and Vinny Anglace
was up to fifth.  The caution came
out with 18 laps complete for a spin
on the backstretch by Mark Alkas to
set up a green white checkered.

The restart shuffled the order as
Wesson spun into the turn 1 wall to
bring the caution out and put Graf
and Membrino on the front row for
a restart.

Membrino went around Graf in
the high line to take the lead with
Anglace third and Wisialko fourth.
Graf made a move in turn 2 on the
final lap but Membrino shut the
door.  Graf tried one last move
coming to the checkered flag but
he couldnʼt make a pass as Mem-
brino scored his sixth win of the
season.  Anglace finished third be-
hind Graf with Wisialko and Nees
rounding out the top-5.

In the 20-lap Limited Late Model
feature event, R.J. Surdell took the
lead at the green with Jeremy
Lavoie slotting into second behind
him.  Frank LʼEtoile, Jr. was third
with Bryan Narducci fourth and
Duane Provost was fifth with Al

Saunders all over his back bumper
in sixth.  Surdell spun in the middle
of turns 3+4 after contact with
Lavoie to bring the caution out with
4 laps complete.  Lavoie was sent
to the rear of the field for the con-
tact with Surdell.

LʼEtoile was able to work his
way under Narducci to take the
lead on the restart with Provost,
Paul Arute, and Al Saunders be-
hind them.  Arute took third on lap-
6 with Narducci fourth and Cliff
Saunders got around his brother to
move into fifth place.  

Arute took second from Provost
on lap-11 with Provost and Cliff
Saunders coming together briefly.
Saunders had a flat tire and limped
back to pit road as the caution
came out with 11 laps complete for
a spin in turn 4 by Doug Phelps.

LʼEtoile took the lead on the
restart with Provost and Arute side
by side for second.  Al Saunders
was fourth and Narducci was in
fifth.  Neither Arute or Provost were
giving up easy but Arute was finally
able to take the position on lap-14.
Provost was now dueling with
Provost and Narducci for third and
they came off turn 4 three wide on
lap-1`5 with Provost taking third
ahead of Narducci and Saunders.  

Provost and Brian Clement spun
in turn 4 to bring the caution out
with 17 laps complete.  Provostʼs
spin collected the car of Al Saun-
ders, who was able to rejoin at the
rear of the field.

LʼEtoile took the lead back under
green with Saunders and Arute
locked in a duel for second.  Saun-
ders took second but Arute got
back by Saunders as the cars took
the white flag.  LʼEtoile led the field
to the checkered flag for his first ca-
reer Ltd. Late Model feature vic-
tory.  Al Saunders finished third with
Surdell and Lavoie rounding out the
top-5.

In the 15-lap DARE Stock fea-
ture event, Michael Hopkins took
the early race lead with Brandon
Michael, Johnny Walker, and Tyler
Trott all quickly moving up to sec-
ond, third, and fourth.  Zack Robin-
son was running in fifth as Michael,
Walker, and Trott were quickly reel-
ing Hopkins in for the lead.  

Walker couldnʼt catch Hopkins
as Hopkins led the field to the
checkered flag to pick up his first
career victory.  Michael finished
third with Trott and Robinson
rounding out the top-5.
ut the top-5.

For more information contact the
Stafford Motor Speedway track of-
fice at (860) 684-2783, or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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