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Kyle Busch
Wins First

of 2018
Ryan Blaney Keeps
Team Penske in the

Win Column



When Kyle Busch
crossed the finish line
Sunday at the Texas
Motor Speedway, it
broke a nine-race win-
less streak.

Nine.
For all the pro-

jected gloom and
doom for Busch, his
Joe Gibbs Racing
team and the rest of
the Toyota
camp, Busch

proved once again itʼs
nearly impossible to keep a
good racer down for long.

And Kyle Busch is a
good racer.

Less an off-weekend re-
moved from Fordʼs streak
of four wins in five races,
Busch led a race-best 116
laps, including the final 30, to earn
yet another trophy while moving up
another notch in the NASCAR his-
tory books.

With 44 career victories in the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Se-
ries level, a series-record 90 in the
Xfinity Series and just one victory
behind Ron Hornadayʼs 51 wins in
the Camping World Truck Series,
Busch now has 185 combined vic-
tories.

And heʼs just 32 years old.
“Certainly, any time you keep

winning races and kind of keep
moving up the ladder, it's really
special,” Busch said. “For myself
and for as much as I love to win
and hate to lose, it obviously feels a
heck of a lot better when you can
be in this room talking about a win
rather than a second or third,
something like that like we have
been the past six weeks.

“That's hopefully going to con-
tinue to grow and continue to get
farther up. We'll see how far we can
get.”

Busch now is tied with Hall of
Famer Bill Elliott for Cup wins. Next
on the list is another Hall of Fame
driver, Buck Baker, who has 46
wins.

“All right,” Busch said. “Well,
watch out Buck Baker.”

Busch was more concerned with
finally putting together a flawless
effort at Texas than feeling any re-
lief for winning for the first time
since Oct. 29 at the Martinsville
Speedway.”

“Certainly, being that close, it
gets a little old a little faster, you
know,” he said. “But if you're finish-

ing fifth or 10th, whatever, you're
just not capable of winning, it cer-
tainly will draw out longer, as well,
too. But you know you weren't
there yet. Your stuff's not there yet,
or you're just not getting the job
done yet.

“But being as close as you are,
that kind of hurts a little bit more,
especially that final one, that one
that matters, that Homestead one.
That's probably the one that stings

the most. We just got to
make sure that we can do
the right things that that
don't happen again this
year.”

Even with a nine-
race drought, Busch still
has a career average of
winning one out of every
10.7 starts. That ranks
second to Jimmie John-

son (7.1) among active drivers.
Crew chief Adam Stevens was

never concerned. Along with every-
one else, he knew Busch had the
skill and bullet-fast Toyota to win
every week. Busch leads all drivers
with 89 stage bonus points, and
Sundayʼs race was the 57th time in
his 14-year career since becoming
full-time in the Cup Series heʼs led
the most laps.

It was a matter of straightening
out strategy, pit road and racing
luck, Stevens said.

“I mean, if you take a step back,
look how competitive we've been
each and every week, we've had
cars up front,” he said. “So, I didn't
feel awful. Feel a lot worse if we
were coming to the track and
weren't competitive.

“We come to the track, we come
to win, we've just come up
short.  We've led a lot of laps, been
nipping at their heels, but haven't
been able to put it all together.

“If you keep putting yourself in
those positions, we keep building
good cars at the shop, everybody
keeps working together, pulling the
rope in the same direction, keep
having good pit stops, Kyle keeps
doing what he's doing behind the
wheel, you're going to win races,
your fair share at a fairly high
clip.  We've been right there at it all
year long and were able to get it
done today.”

By running up front most of the
day, Busch was able to keep most
of the trouble behind him. After that,
his crew did the rest – partially be-
cause they had the luck of the draw
with working airguns.

In an effort to level the playing
field, NASCAR dispenses the air
guns used on pit road to remove
and tighten lug nuts. In reality, itʼs
been a colossal failure since nearly
every team has been given bad
guns for at least one race this year.

At Texas, it was Kevin Harvickʼs
turn to get a bad gun. He rallied
from a one-lap deficit created by a
bad gun to finish second.

Stevens said his crew now has
had properly-working guns for two
– count ʻem, two – consecutive
races.

“But to be able to be up front, to
be able to lead laps, that just kind

of shows that your team is good,
you're capable of doing the right
things,” Busch said. “But, man,
these things are so hard to win. You
have to have all the stars aligned.
To be able to put it all together is re-
ally challenging.

“Fortunately for us, though,
we're kind of working to continue
our upswing. And the way things
have been going this year with Joe
Gibbs Racing and our team, hope-
fully, more are left to come.”

Including much shorter winless
streaks. After all, when it comes to
Kyle Busch, nine races is much too
long.
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Canʼt Keep a Good
Racer Down

FasTrack Racing Journal is available as an
online e-magazine!!

The changes that FasTrack Racing Journal made in 2015 have
been successful.  FasTrack is now available online only. We are
covering all the racing series, off track news and other features
that you have grown to love. We now bring you all the news in a
weekly format throughout the racing season. 

All you have to do to receive FasTrack Racing Journal Online
for FREE is to send your email address to fastrackjournal@
yahoo.com with the subject line SUBSCRIPTION. You can also
download all issues of FasTrack Racing Journal, current and
past.

Visit our website: www.fastrackracingjournal.com or Facebook
and follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/FTRacingJournalÅ
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Kyle Busch flexes his muscles after dominating the OʼReilly Auto
Parts 500 Sunday at Texas Motor Speedway. His first win of 2018
finally came. (JOHN HARRELLSON/KNP photo)



FORT WORTH,
TX - In a race that saw
two of the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup
Seriesʼ elite drivers
play chase to the
checkered flag, Kyle
Busch held off Kevin
Harvick to win Sun-

dayʼs OʼReilly Auto Parts 500 at
Texas Motor Speedway.

Harried by Harvick for 23 laps
after a restart on Lap 312 of 334,
Busch powered his No. 18 Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota across the fin-
ish line .300 seconds ahead of the
driver of the No. 4 Stewart-Haas
Racing Ford. The key to Buschʼs
victory was a mistake-free run over
the final laps.

“(Harvick was) probably just a
tick faster overall, but I just had to
make sure to do everything I could
to hit all my marks and everything
to focus on making sure that I did
the right things to block his air a lit-
tle bit,” Busch said. 

Harvick acknowledged that
Busch did a good job of protecting
the bottom lane and avoiding errors
over the closing laps.

“Kyleʼs car was good enough to
where he could get out there and
run pretty good in clean air,” Har-
vick said. 

“It took us the whole run to be
able to get everything back to-
gether and do everything we
needed to do to make up a posi-
tion. 

“We werenʼt as good behind him
as we were in front of him. His car
would run fast enough. There is
only so much you can make up.”

The win was Buschʼs first of the
season after three runner-up re-
sults, his third victory at Texas and
the 44th of his career, tied with
NASCAR Hall of Famer Bill Elliott
for 16th on the all-time list.

“It feels awesome,” Busch said.
“Any time you can win at a track
that kind of isnʼt maybe one of your
favorites or isnʼt one of your best,
then it definitely means even more
because it just – you try to focus on
those tracks and make it a little bit
more meaningful and a little bit
more special to get it done. 

“So cool though to be in Victory
Lane here – finally this year and
punch our ticket into the Playoffs
and of course, you know also just
continue our hot streak of being the
points leader right now and keep-
ing these guys focused on what we
need to do all year long.”

Harvick was the poster child for
Murphyʼs Law on Sunday, and it
was a minor miracle that he was
there at the end of the race to chal-
lenge Busch. The 2014 series
champion won the first stage of the
race under caution after building a
lead that exceeded 12 seconds but
lost the top spot to Busch off pit
road on Lap 86.

That was just the beginning of
Harvickʼs troubles. He came off pit
road ninth, losing eight spots, after

a flying lug nut jammed the jack on
a Lap 129 stop and prevented it
from lowering. On Lap 136, he
brought the No. 4 back to pit road
with a loose wheel and lost a lap,
only to regain it by staying on the
track during an extended cycle of
stops.

During a Lap 237 pit stop under
caution for Paul Menardʼs blown
right front tire, one of Harvickʼs
crew members fell into his pit stall
trying to corral a tire, resulting in a
too-many-men-over- the-wal l

penalty.
By Lap 278, however, Harvick

had regained the second spot with
a pass of eventual fourth-place fin-
isher Erik Jones, and a caution on
Lap 303 for Ryan Newmanʼs hard
crash into the Turn 1 wall gave him
the opportunity to close up on
Busch.

That was as close as Harvick
got. Busch pulled ahead after the
Lap 312 restart and stayed in front
the rest of the way.

Jamie McMurray ran third, the
best finish for the driver of the No. 1
Chip Ganassi Racing Chevrolet
since a second place at Talladega
in May of last year. Jones likewise
collected his first top five of the sea-
son.

Ryan Blaney overcame brake
problems to run fifth. Joey Logano,
pole winner Kurt Busch, Darrell
“Bubba” Wallace Jr., Clint Bowyer
and William Byron completed the
top 10. The 10th-place result was a
career-best for Byron, a contender
for Sunoco Rookie of the Year hon-
ors.

Wallace collected his first top 10
since running second in the Day-
tona 500.

Busch expanded his series lead
to 38 points over second-place
Logano. Blaney is 51 points back in
third.

Mo
ns

ter
 En

erg
y

NA
SC

AR
 Cu

p S
eri

es
Kyle Busch Holds Off

Kevin Harvick
at Texas for

Seasonʼs First Victory

Kyle Busch, driver of the #18 Interstate Batteries Toyota, affixes
the winner's decal to his car in Victory Lane with his son Brexton
and wife Samantha after winning the O'Reilly Auto Parts 500 at
Texas Motor Speedway. (CHRIS GRAYTHEN/GETTY IMAGES
photo)

Kyle Busch, driver of the #18 Interstate Batteries Toyota, leads Kevin Harvick, driver of the #4 Busch
Light Ford. (ROBERT LABERGE/GETTY IMAGES photo)



FORT WORTH,
TX - On a cold, cold
day in Texas, Ryan
Blaney continued the
hot streak of the No.
22 Team Penske Ford,
winning Saturdayʼs My
Bariatric Solutions 300
NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race in thoroughly
convincing fashion.

Blaney won the first stage in a
runaway, led 132-of-200 laps and
beat runner-up Christopher Bell to
the finish line by 2.327 seconds.
The victory was Blaneyʼs first of the
season, his first at Texas Motor
Speedway and the seventh of his
career.

Furthermore, Blaney was the
third different driver to pilot the No.
22 Ford to victory in the third of
three straight races, following
teammates Brad Keselowski at

ISM Raceway in Phoenix and Joey
Logano at Auto Club Speedway in
Fontana, California.

Ten years had passed since
three different drivers had won
three consecutive races with the
same car number. Kyle Busch,
Tony Stewart and Denny Hamlin
won at Mexico City, Talladega and
Richmond in 2008, with Stewart
adding another victory in the fol-
lowing event at Darlington.

Blaney definitely felt extra pres-
sure entering the race, thanks to
Keselowski and Logano.

“Brad and Joey, they definitely
reminded me of that this week,”
said Blaney, who has finished in the
top three in five of his six Texas
starts (and eighth in the other).
“They told me that they won in that
thing, that it has won two in a row
and not to mess it up. Thatʼs what
you donʼt want to do. They were

definitely reminding me of that.
“And itʼs in the back of your

mind. You never want to be the per-
son that breaks a streak of wins,
especially when the car has been
so fast. Thatʼs a huge feat to do,
win three in a row with three differ-
ent drivers at pretty much three dif-
ferent race tracks. That is amazing.
Itʼs nice to be a part of. There was
that reminder in the back of my
head to try to get this one.”

As part of his victory celebration,
Blaney gave the checkered flag to
a young fan – something that has
become a signature aspect of his
victories.

“Whenever you can see them up
close and personal and see how
excited everyone is to be here, itʼs
just a bonus for us,” Blaney ex-
plained. “That makes us feel good.
It makes us feel like we put on a re-
ally good show. I appreciate them
sticking around.

“It was cold today for those
watching, and they stayed out there
the whole race. It was unbelievable
how many kids were in the stands
and at the fence and really cheer-
ing and pumped up. Hopefully they
had a great time. My main thing is

trying to make a memory that lasts
a lifetime.”

Bell led a group of four qualifiers
for next weekʼs NASCAR Xfinity
Series Dash 4 Cash race at Bristol
Motor Speedway. Eligible drivers
include Daniel Hemric, Cole Custer
and Ryan Preece, who ran third
through fifth, respectively, in Satur-
dayʼs race.

Notes: Tyler Reddick suffered
two speeding penalties entering pit
road during a green-flag pit cycle
late in the race and finished 23rd,
five laps down… Staying out on old
tires for a one-lap shootout at the
end of Stage 2, Brandon Jones
won the stage, but one lap after the
subsequent restart on Lap 98, he
spun off Turn 4, slapped the out-
side wall and exited the race in
33rd place… Elliott Sadler finished
eighth and retained the series lead
by 11 points over Reddick… Mor-
gan Shepherd finished 38th in his
1,000th start in NASCARʼs top
three series combined… Austin
Cindric will drive the No. 22 Ford
next Saturday at Bristol… The tem-
perature at the start of the race was
34 degrees, unofficially the coldest
event at the track by 13 degrees.
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Team Penske Third

Straight Xfinity Victory

Ryan Blaney, driver of the #22 Fitzgerald Glider Kits Ford, celebrates in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series My
Bariatric Solutions 300 at Texas Motor Speedway. (CHRIS GRATHEN/GETTY IMAGES photo)





THOMPSON, CT -
Even though he fin-
ished third in the
championship stand-
ings last year, Justin
Bonsignore struggled
for much of the
NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour season.

As a result, over
the latest offseason,
his Kenneth Massa
Motorsports team de-

cided they needed to make a
change. The team switched to LFR
Chassis and brought Ryan Stone
on board as crew chief, in what
Bonsignore called a complete “re-
boot.”

Sunday, in the 44th annual Ice-
breaker at Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park, Bonsignore took
his new combination to the winnerʼs
circle in just their second effort as
a team. The victory was the 13th of
his Whelen Modified Tour career,
and his sixth on the .625-mile high-
banked oval, making him the active
leader in victories at the track.

“It was tough,” Bonsignore said
of his struggles throughout last
year. “The 2017 season humbled
me a lot as a person, as a race car
driver, it was just a really tough sea-
son. To come back and have a re-
ally good car at Myrtle Beach, and
come here and have luck go our
way today and get a win, itʼs a re-
ally good feeling.”

Even though he carried the

checkered flag, his return didnʼt
come without an array of close
calls.

On Lap 1, Bonsignore locked
the brakes up going into Turn 3,
and nearly made contact with de-
fending race winner Rowan Pen-
nink. In the final laps, the Holtsville,
New York, driver found himself
chasing Jon McKennedy looking to
capture Thompson magic once
again.

Coming down for a restart with
five laps to go, McKennedyʼs No. 7
Accell Construction Chevrolet ran
out of fuel in Turn 3.

Bonsignore inherited the lead for
the final restart, but had to hold off
a furious charge by Ronnie
Williams on a green-white-
checkered finish. Williams, who
won his first career pole earlier in
the day, was involved in a last-lap
wreck, while Bonsignore went
around and captured the check-
ered flag.

“We had a really good car,” Bon-
signore said. “Iʼll take the luck any
day of the week. I knew Ronnie
was going to be anxious. We have
all been there, looking for our first
win. I got a good launch on the
restart. I really just love winning at
Thompson.”

Craig Lutz put together an im-
pressive final stint of the race to
charge through the field and finish
second, while Pennink, in his first
race back since offseason back
surgery, finished third.

Ryan Preece and Matt Swanson
completed the top five.

Doug Coby rebounded from two
wrecks and finished sixth, followed
by Rob Summers, Chase Dowling,
Bobby Santos and Timmy
Solomito. Williams ended up 19th
and McKennedy 20th.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified
Tour returns to the track for the
NAPA Spring Sizzler at Stafford
Motor Speedway on Sunday, April
29.

NASCAR Champ
Bobby Labonte to

Race for
NASCAR Whelen Euro

Series Title
DAYTONA BEACH, FL - The

NASCAR Whelen Euro Series is
about to get some American flavor.

Bobby Labonte, the first driver to
win championships in two different
NASCAR national series, will com-
pete fulltime in the NASCAR Whe-
len Euro Series in 2018 in hopes of
adding an international title to his
Hall of Fame-worthy career.
Labonte will drive the No. 18 Yacco
Toyota for RDV Competition.

“Joining the NASCAR Whelen
Euro Series is a great opportunity,”
said Bobby Labonte. “At the Brands
Hatch race last year, I was defi-
nitely impressed by the competi-
tiveness of the series. The testing
we did with Fredric Gabillon last fall
and putting this together with
Franck Violas and the RDV team
gives me a great advantage.  Hav-
ing the opportunity to represent
Yacco as a sponsor on a global
level just adds to the excitement,

and I look forward to all the growth
and new opportunities this could
bring.”

The NASCAR Hall of Fame
nominee made history when he be-
came the first American NASCAR
champion to compete in the
NASCAR Whelen Euro Series, in
2017. He completed a spectacular
comeback at Brands Hatch (United
Kingdom) to notch a 10th-place fin-
ish in his series debut.

Labonteʼs racing experience and
success will continue to boost the
NASCAR Whelen Euro Series,
which has grown into one of the
most exciting racing series in Eu-
rope.

“It is a huge milestone for the
Whelen Euro Series to welcome an
American champion of Bobbyʼs cal-
iber to contend for the title,” said
Jerome Galpin, NASCAR Whelen
Euro Series President and CEO.
“This is another sign of the interna-
tional appeal the series has deliv-
ered. We are proud to have a
strong international lineup of 30
drivers and teams.”

“Bobby Labonte is one of the
greatest champions in NASCAR
history, and his participation in the
NASCAR Whelen Euro Series is a
huge win for fans and competitors
alike,” said Jim Cassidy, NASCAR
Senior Vice President and Chief In-
ternational Officer. "Labonte's full-
time involvement gives American
fans an even stronger connection
to the series, while offering our Eu-
ropean fans a close look at one of
NASCARʼs greats.”

Labonte joins forces with two-
time championship runner-up Fred-
eric Gabillon and rising star Ulysse
Delsaux for the French title-con-
tending RDV Competition team.

A native of Corpus Christi,
Texas, Labonte is one of the most
decorated drivers in NASCAR his-
tory. He is one of four drivers to win
championships in the Monster En-
ergy NASCAR Cup Series (2000)
and NASCAR Xfinity Series (1991).
He won 21 races at NASCARʼs
highest level, including three crown
jewel races – the Coca-Cola 600 at
Charlotte Motor Speedway, the
Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway and the Southern 500 at
Darlington Raceway. He is one of
29 drivers to win a race in all three
NASCAR national series.

The most anticipated season in
NASCAR Whelen Euro Series his-
tory kicks off April 14-15 in Valen-
cia, Spain with four nail-biting sprint
races on the 4-kilometer Circuit Ri-
cardo Tormo. The races will stream
live on FansChoice.tv starting at
8:30 a.m. ET on Saturday, and 6
a.m. ET on Sunday.
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Lane at Icebreaker

Justin Bonsignore picked up his sixth career Thompson win in Sunday's Icebreaker 150 at Thompson
Speedway Motorsports Park. (Adam Glanzman/NASCAR photo)



THOMPSON, CT -
Derek Griffith of Hud-
son, New Hampshire
nailed down his first
Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park vic-
tory in impressive
fashion, outrunning
two-time PASS North
Super Late Model
Champion DJ Shaw to
the checkered flag in
the Icebreaker 100

Sunday afternoon.
Griffith, who had been a runner-

up in Thompson Speedway Motor-
sports Park Super Late Model
competition in the past, started
from fifth position. Aboard his LCM
Motorsports ride, Griffith battled
Saturday heat race winners and
early frontrunners Shaw and Reid
Lanpher of Manchester, Maine be-
fore grabbing the race lead, which
he would not relinquish.

Shaw and the Precision JLM 60
team were the best of the rest after
leading the race's early stages, with
North Carolina invader Jared Irvan
posting a hard-earned, third-place
finish after a few good on-track bat-
tles, most notably with sixth-place
finisher Eddie MacDonald.

Lanpher crossed the line in
fourth position after rebounding
from an unscheduled pit stop. Todd
Stone of Middlebury, Vermont filled
out the top-five after an impressive
late charge aboard the G Stone
Motors 1x. 

MacDonald, Ray Christian III,
Wayne Helliwell, Jr., Defending
PASS North Super Late Model
champion Travis Benjamin and
Garrett Hall rounded out the top
ten. Saturday afternoon Super Late
Model heat race wins were earned
by Lanpher and Shaw.

The next Pro All Stars Series
North Super Late Model race is
scheduled for 2:00 p.m. this Sun-
day, April 15, at Oxford Plains
Speedway in Oxford, Maine. 

The next Pro All Stars Series
Super Late Model National Cham-
pionship Series race is the 45th An-
nual Oxford 250, on Sunday,
August 26 at Oxford Plains Speed-
way.

Preston Peltier Powers
to 5th Easter Bunny

150 Victory At Hickory
HICKORY, NC - Preston Peltier

survived a second half duel with

local favorite Shane Lee to claim
the victory in the 13th Annual
Easter Bunny 150 Presented By
MyComputerCareer Saturday night
at Hickory Motor Speedway.
Peltierʼs fifth Easter Bunny 150 tri-
umph pushed his overall Pro All
Stars Series (PASS) South Super
Late Model win total to 16, the most
of any driver in series history.  

“To be honest, the car was really
fast on a short run, but the whole
setup was a little too stiff and I
thought we had messed up,” said
Peltier, who hauled his machine
from Colorado where he now lives.
“This place is just incredible, Iʼve
never felt it have this much grip be-
fore.  This is the first race my
daughter, Jocelyn, has been at,
sheʼs only eight weeks old, and I
know where this Easter Bunnyʼs
going, thatʼs for sure.”

In qualifying, Peltier set a new
track record with a lap of 14.470
seconds (90.255 MPH) for his 22nd
career quick qualifying time in
PASS, bettering 39 other competi-
tors in the process.  After the top 10
qualifiers redraw, Peltier would
move all the way back to the 10th
starting position, while Tate Fogle-
man and Shane Lee would move
up to the front row. 

At the drop of the green flag,
Fogleman would move into the
lead over Lee and Jerick Johnson.
The first caution flag of the night
would wave on lap 17 when Jimmy
Renfrew and Gracie Trotter collided
on the front straightaway.  

Following the restart, Fogleman
would continue to lead, while
Trevor Noles made his way into the
top five, passing Johnson for fifth
on lap 25.  Just 10 laps later and
after a slight tap by Jeff Fultz in turn
two, Johnson would spin, while Jeff
Batten, Wyatt Alexander, and
Bryan Kruzek all
made hard contact
with the wall as they
tried to avoid John-
sonʼs spinning car.

Fogleman contin-
ued to lead until lap

41, when two-time PASS South
Super Late Model champion, Matt
Craig, would take the top spot on a
restart.  A few laps later, Derek Grif-
fith would also attempt to overtake
Fogleman for second, but Griffith
would spin while racing hard as he
entered turn one to bring out the
fourth caution of the night.

Fogleman would return the favor
to Craig on the next restart, taking
the lead on lap 62 for the second
time in the race.  But, just five laps
later, Peltier would make his pres-
ence know, taking the lead away
from Fogleman.  On lap 70, Roy
Hayes made contact with the back-
stretch wall, resulting in Kodie Con-
ner and several others colliding to
bring out the sixth caution of the
night.

With Peltier still out from, former
Hickory Motor Speedway regular,
Shane Lee, would make his way
into second, applying heavy pres-
sure to the leader.  Despite two late
cautions, Peltier would hold on to
take the win over Lee, Brandon
Setzer, DJ Shaw, and Fultz.  The
top five finishers each will receive
a guaranteed starting position to ei-
ther the Oxford 250 at Oxford
Plains Speedway in August or the
Inaugural Commonwealth Classic
at Richmond Raceway in October.
Rounding out the top 10 were Gar-
rett Hall, Craig, Griffith, Noles, and
Ben Rowe.  

The PASS National Champi-
onship Super Late Models will be in
action next up on Sunday, April 8
for The Icebreaker at Thompson
Speedway in Connecticut.  While
PASS South will hit the track again
on Friday, May 25 at Concord
Speedway as part of the Old Glory
125.   Be sure to “Like” the Pro All
Stars Series on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter at @PASSSLM14.
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Derek Griffith is PASS Ace
at Thompson Speedway

Motorsports Park

Preston Peltier celebrates in victory lane after winning the Easter
Bunny 150 at Hickory Motor Speedway. (lwpictures.com/PASS
photo)

Derek Griffith takes a victory lap after winning at Thompson
Speedway Motorsports Park. (Norm Marx/PASS photo)



NASHVILLE, TN -
It was a long time
coming for Huntington
Beach, Calif.'s Zane
Smith; but it was well
worth the wait. On the
heels of three runner-
up finishes in 2017,
Smith put it all to-
gether Saturday night
at Fairgrounds Speed-
way Nashville, winning
the Music City 200.

Smith, in the No. 41, passed his
MDM Motorsports teammate Shel-
don Creed with 20 laps to go and
drove away to a 10-length lead for
his career-first ARCA Racing Se-
ries presented by Menards win.

"I knew it was going to come
down to me and Sheldon…I think
you're going to see that battle a lot
this year," said Smith.

"I can tell you coming to the
white flag my legs were shaking. I
forgot how to get to victory lane; it's
been so long."

MDM Motorsports swept the top-

three positions with Creed in sec-
ond and Harrison Burton in third.

"That's all props to MDM Motor-
sports," Smith added. "Mardy
(Lindley/crew chief) got this thing
golden tonight. It was on rails all
night. Pit road…they killed it. We
never lost a spot."

Creed, in the No. 28, beat Smith
on the last restart to lead 12 laps
but couldn't muster up the juice to
hold off the eventual winner.

"Super happy with our run
tonight," said Creed. "I feel like the
short tracks have been my weak-
ness so this feels really good. Con-
grats to Zane on his first win.
Hopefully our first win is coming
soon. ARCA is the hardest first win
I've ever tried to get. I feel like
we've got some really good mo-
mentum right now…third at Day-
tona and second here."

Burton, in the No. 12, charged
from the 25th starting position to
finish third.

Michael Self, who led seven
laps, flirted with the leaders all

night, finishing fourth in the Sinclair
Lubricants Toyota for Venturini Mo-
torsports.

Fifteen-year-old Chandler Smith
won the General Tire Pole with a
new track record and led the first
51 laps before he got shuffled back
during pit stops. The Talking Rock,
Ga. rookie spent most of the race
battling back, finishing fifth in the
No. 20 Smith General Contracting
Toyota.

Tyler Dippel, Chase Purdy,

Christian Eckes, Brandon Grosso
and Bret Holmes completed the
top-10, respectively. Natalie Decker
finished 11th, the last car on the
lead lap.

Zane Smith was also the Valvo-
line Lap Leader with 120 laps-led.
Five cautions, for minor incidents,
slowed the pace for 43 laps.

The next event for the ARCA
Racing Series is the Kentuckiana
Ford Dealers 200 at Salem Speed-
way coming April 22.
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g Zane Smith Wins at
Nashville; Earns

Career-First in ARCA

NASHVILLE, TN -
A poor qualifying effort
led to a sensational
charge, as Casey
Roderick stormed
through a stout field at
Fairgrounds Speed-
way Nashville to win
the North/South Super
Late Model Challenge
for the second straight
year.

Roderick started
20th in a 36-car field of some of the
finest Super Late Model drivers in
the country, but raced his way to
the front of the field in the 100-lap
event.

"Man, I am so pumped," Roder-
ick said in victory lane. "We've had
some bad luck with these Super
[Late Model] races. It's a brand-
new race car, it had 30 laps on it
when we showed up today. I just
want to thank Fury Race Cars and
everybody at their facility to give
me the opportunity to come up to
their shop and build this race car
for two weeks."

Roderick struggled to find speed
in the early stages of the race, but

made a mid-race adjustment that
precipitated his fight to the lead.

In the end, Roderick outdueled
NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series competitor and dirt modified
standout Stewart Friesen, taking
the lead on a lap 87 restart.

"I've watched him on TV a good
bit here lately, running good in the
Truck Series," Roderick said of
Friesen. "He deserves to be up
there, he's a heck of a wheelman. I
was just happy to be able to go toe-
to-toe with him and come out on
the good end."

Friesen, piloting car number 112
in homage to Gary Balough, settled
for second after a strong run.

"These guys did a great job
preparing this race car," Friesen
told Speed51.com. "It's super cool
to bring back the 112 in tribute to
Gary. Great mentor and a great
friend of mine. I'm definitely
bummed about second, but we
were there and we were close. I
kind of screwed up that last
restart."

Johnny VanDoorn rounded out
the podium, finishing third. Van-
Doorn set the fastest time in quali-

fying, but started sixth after a re-
draw.

Josh Brock was the standout
from the first two-thirds of the
event, starting on the pole and
leading the majority of the first 60
laps. Brock faded to fifth at the end
after losing the lead to Friesen on
lap 69, but came away proud of the
result.

The result is particularly reward-
ing for Brock as he returns to action
after a fight with cancer. Brock
started last season in the
ARCA/CRA Super Series with sev-
eral strong runs, including a fifth-
place finish in this event. However,
the diagnosis ended his 2017 title
hopes, and running up front in his

return to the driver's seat after re-
ceiving a clean bill of health was
the main objective.

"Last year we had a good sea-
son, just took off," Brock said. "We
were the points leader and found
out in August I had non-Hodgkins
lymphoma cancer. The doctors
said, 'you're done, you've got to get
healed up.' That was our battle cry.
We fought through it. On January
1st, I found out I was cancer-free.
This is the beginning of our year.
They definitely know we're back,
and that's all that matters."

The Southern Super Series pre-
sented by Sunoco will be back in
action on April 27 at Five Flags
Speedway (FL).

Zane Smith celebrates his first career ARCA win in victory at Fair-
grounds Speedway in Nashville, TN. (arcaracing.com photo)

Sou
the

rn S
upe

r Se
ries

 Roderick Charges to
Second SLM Challenge

Triumph In a Row 

Roderick triumphed once again in Nashville. (Speed51.com photo)
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PUBLIC AUCTIONPUBLIC AUCTION
Mooresville, NC - April 17 & 18, 2018 April 17 & 18, 2018 

2-Day Sale Starting at 9:30 AM Each Day
Doors open at 8 AM 

SALE LOCATION: 8955 W NC Hwy. 152, Mooresville, NC, 28115; From I-77 North of Charlotte to Exit 36, go East on 150
approx. 6 miles to Junction 152, hang a right and go approx. 2 miles to Sale Site; Watch for Auction Signs

PARTIAL SALE LISTING - RACE PARTS
Moroso oil pan, insulation, Safety Solutions neck and head restraint, brake hats, rotors, brake pads,
Eibach springs, Brake hdw, SFI rated foam, exhaust pcs, helmet hose, spring perches, gauges, teathers,
Johnson r/e pump, SB2 heads, SB2 block, alum tanks, Schultz fuel fill adapter cap, inlet air grill blanks,
p/s pump, rocker bars, roller rockers, retainers, firebottle hdw, rod bolts, tripod assembly, R07 heads,
rods, plastic caps, splitter hdw, transmission gears, clutches, car sound deadening mats, polyurethane
wheels, p/s pump with reservoir, dogbone lifters, slugs, ARP bolts,  MSD hdw, distributor gears, spring
jack hdw, A-arms, c/f pcs, MSD ignition box, visors, Carter dry brake, u-joints, pistons, carb spacers,
duct hose, gaskets, pulleys, brake calipers, Peterson filter, o-rings, c/f  airbox, spindles, heims, naca
duct, aeroquip fittings, coil springs, fuel cell. r/e housings, driveshafts, Misty cleaner, elec wire 

PARTIAL SALE LISTING –
EQUIPMENT
Red storage cabinet with diamond plate top,
suspension rack, gray material storage rack,
alum box, 5 shelf storage rack, jig fixture, 3
wheel engine cart, carded item display rack,
engine stand, Bowman bolt bin, , wireless
scales, tire rack on wheels, Tektronix 2213A
oscilloscope, pallet jacks, grinder on stand, 2
wheel dollies, floor fan, portable air compres-
sor, Power Twin 5500 paint sprayer, pallet
forks, Ballymore warehouse ladder, Longacre
scale brain, metal halide lights, MSD Profes-
sional Distributor Spin Fixture, Hammer Drill,
Drill Doctor

PARTIAL SALE LISTING –
MACHINERY
Parks 20”  thickness planer; Rockwell 12” –
14” tilting arbor saw; Bridgeport Vertical Mill - 9"x40" table, J head; Clausing 1500 Lathe - 15" swing x  40"
bed; Clausing 5900 - 12" swing x 30" bed

TERMS OF SALE: Terms of sale is cash, cashier
checks, money orders, travelerʼs checks, Visa or Mas-
tercard. Business or Personal Checks must be accom-
panied by a Bank Letter of Credit submitted to cashier
on Sale Days. There will be a 15% buyerʼs premium
charged on each lot number sold, with a 5% discount
given for cash. Driver's license or picture identification
is required to register. All items sold “As Is, Where Is”
with no guarantees or warranty expressed or implied.
Buyers must settle and remove all items at the end of
each sale day. Announcements sale day take prece-
dence over any printed matter. OWNERS: Muscle

Motorsports, CV
Products

Plus Other Top
Consignors



QUEEN CREEK,
AZ - Donny Schatz
started 12th and
passed Shane Stew-
art on a Lap 20 restart
to score his first career
victory at Arizona
Speedway Saturday
Night in front of a
standing room only
crowd. It was Schatz,
who was the fourth
and final driver to lead

a lap in the Feature, fourth win of
the season as he extended his
early season points lead in his
quest for his tenth Series Champi-
onship.

California native Cory Eliason
continued to show impressive
speed winning the Craftsman Club
Dash and leading the opening lap
of the 30 lap Arizona Desert
Shootout. That lead was short-
lived, however, as Sheldon Hau-
denschild slid in front of the Roth
Motorsports No.83 to lead the sec-
ond circuit. Haudenschild, who en-
tered the evening second in points
and tied with Schatz with three
wins, appeared to be the man to
beat, extending his lead to a size-
able margin through lapped traffic.

A Lap 13 caution bunched the
field together and Haudenschild ex-

tended the lead once again. The
move of the restart, which proved
to be crucial at the raceʼs end, was
Donny Schatz powering from
eighth to third on the bottom off of
turn four. 

Lap 16 saw disaster strike for
Sheldon as the thin cushion in turn
four got the better of the young
Wooster, OH native. It was the sec-
ond time in the young 2018 cam-
paign that Haudenschild has
brought out the yellow while lead-
ing. Unlike at Tulare, this time there
was no damage to the NOS Energy
Drink No.17 machine and he was
able to restart at the rear of the
field.

Sheldonʼs misfortune moved
Shane Stewart, who advanced for-
ward from his fifth starting position,
to the point. By Lap 20, when the
thin cushion claimed two more vic-
tims – Brad Sweet and Brian
Brown, Schatz had worked by Joey
Saldana for the runner-up position
and was ready to pounce on the
next restart. Pounce he did, as
Schatz shot underneath Stewart
and led down the backstretch only
to have the pass negated by an-
other caution. That set up a single-
file restart and Stewart went to the
bottom entering turn one, only to
see Schatz, this time on the outside

of the speedway, roll by him down
the backstretch once again. In an
attempt to get the lead back from
Schatz, Stewart allowed Saldana to
regain the runner-up spot.

A pair of late race restarts al-
lowed the field to have a crack at
Schatz and Saldana had the crowd
holding their breath with two to go
as he narrowed the gap to three
car-lengths. A valiant effort was not
meant to be for the “Brownsburg
Bullet” as he finished 0.821 sec-
onds behind the Tony Stewart Rac-
ing No.15.

Schatz first order of business in
Victory Lane was to express his
thoughts to the Humboldt Broncos
community following their hockey
teamʼs tragic accident Friday
evening. Additionally, the Tony
Stewart Racing No.15 team had a
little bit of a different look in the pit
area tonight. “We were minus the
backbone of our team tonight,
Scuba broke his ankle at Bakers-
field and is on the couch for a
while,” Schatz explained.

“Weʼve won in Arizona before,
but not at this place. My race car
was awesome all over the race
track tonight, a true testament to
my teamʼs excellence,” the Fargo,
ND native said. When asked about
the multitude of late-race restarts,
Schatz chuckled and said, “Iʼm get-
ting older and the older I get, the
more patient I am.”

It was Schatzʼs 265th World of
Outlaws victory in his illustrious ca-
reer.

Saldana, who finished fourth last
outing at Bakersfield, was pleased
with his car speed once again.
“Kevin Rudeen gives us a great
car, with great equipment. We have
everything we need to succeed and
itʼs starting to show. Hopefully we
can win one of these soon, weʼve
been real close the last two
weeks.”

“Itʼs hard to win these races and
itʼs hard to win against guys like
Donny Schatz. When you can fin-
ish on the front stretch, itʼs a solid
night,” Saldana added.

The KSE Hard Charger award
went to Logan Schuchart, who
charged from 16th to finish third.
“What an improvement that was
from our Qualifying effort. I canʼt
thank my guys enough. Our team
never gives up,” a pleased
Schuchart said.

Stewart settled for a fourth-place
finish, his third straight top-five out-
ing with Eliason rounding out the
top five. Despite spinning past the
halfway point of the race, Sheldon
Haudenschild charged back to fin-
ish seventh at the checkered flag.

The World of Outlaws Craftsman
Sprint Car Series heads to the Mid-
west next week with a date at the
Jacksonville Speedway in Illinois
on Friday, April 13th before head-
ing to Haubstadt, IN the following
night to compete at the Tri-State
Speedway.

If you canʼt make it to the track,
be sure to watch all the action LIVE
on DIRTVision.com.
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FT. WORTH, TX -
Making his first trip to
Victory Lane at the
Texas Motor Speed-
way, Oklahoma's
Brady Bacon notched
his 14th career win
with the Lucas Oil
American Sprint Car
Series presented by
Sawblade.com at
Tony Stewart presents
the Vankor Texas

Sprint Car Nationals.
"This was great to race here this

weekend. I'm from Oklahoma orig-
inally but I don't get to race down
here close to home very much so
this was special having my parents
and some of my life-long friends
here. I just wish my wife could and
kids could have been here but I'm
sure they were watching," stated
Brady on his win in the Saw-
blade.com No. 28x.

Having to thrash on the car after
the Heat Race due to a failed
Steering system, it left little time to
focus on setup, but nevertheless,
Brady tore through the field from
seventh to pick up the win.

"We had to change the steering
gear, pump, box, just everything
but these guys busted their butts
and got us back out there," ex-
plained Brady. "I just have to thank
James Cooper for the opportunity
to run his car and thankfully we
were able to put it all together and
get the win. It's always good to get
one this early in the year."

Three attempts at the green as
a false start was followed by a red
for Wayne Johnson, who was un-
harmed after flipping off the second
turn, the chase was on at the front
of the field as Sam Hafertepe, Jr.
led the way over Tony Stewart and
Seth Bergman. Quickly into slower
traffic, things went awry in an in-
stant for Hafertepe while working
Lap 7 as evasive action to avoid a
crash was not enough. Going over
another driver's right rear tire, the
No. 15h flipped into the turn-four
wall. Sam was unharmed but un-
able to continue.

Avoiding the crash, Tony Stew-
art positioned his Rush Truck Cen-
ter No. 14 at the front of the lineup.
Steadily pulling away after the
restart, traffic came into the picture
just after the 10th lap. Working past
Seth Bergman for the runner-up
spot, traffic would play to the ad-
vantage of Brady Bacon as the No.

28x blasted into the lead on Lap 13.
Caution on Lap 15 as a line

came apart on the power-steering
of Bergman's No. 23, the restart put
Sammy Swindell in the mix with
Tony Stewart as Bacon turned up
the heat. Steadily pulling away, the
race for second went to Swindell as
Stewart slowed with mechanical is-
sues on Lap 21 that sent the No. 14
to the Pits.

Remaining under green the re-
mainder of the race, Brady Bacon
ran to the checkered flag 2.171
seconds ahead of Sammy Swindell
with Johnny Herrera coming up to
round out the podium in the Mesilla
Valley Transportation No. 45x. Rac-
ing through the first B-Feature,
Travis Rilat stormed ahead 13 po-
sitions to earn the CP-Carrillo Hard
Charger of the Night with Brandon
Hanks crossing fifth.

From 18th, Skylar Gee rolled to
sixth with Jamie Ball also making
moves on the field from 16th to
seventh as Derek Hagar crossed
eighth. From 21st, Robbie Price
found good speed to finish ninth
with Roger Crockett completing the
top-ten.

Another field of 35 drivers made
the call for the second night of Tony
Stewart presents the Vankor Texas
Sprint Car Nationals. Heat Race
wins went to Brady Bacon, Christo-
pher Bell, Brandon Hanks, and
Johnny Herrera. B-Features were
topped by Matt Covington and Sky-

lar Gee. One Regional Provisional
was used by Alex Sewell.

Up next of the Lucas Oil Ameri-
can Sprint Car Series presented by
Sawblade.com is three new tracks
for the National Tour with Paducah
International Raceway in Paducah,
Ky. on April 27, followed by
Williams Grove Speedway in Me-
chanicsburg, Penn. on May 4, and
Selinsgrove Speedway in Selins-
grove, Penn. on May 5.

For other news, notes, and in-
formation on the American Sprint
Car Series, from the National Tour
to any of the Regional Tours that
make up the over 150 across the
ASCS Nation in 2018, log
onto http://www.ascsracing.com,
follow on Facebook, on Instagram,
and on Twitter (@LucasOilASCS).

Lucas Oil ASCS Goes
To Seth Bergman

FT. WORTH, TX - For the third
time in his career, Washington's
Seth Bergman rolling into Victory
Lane at the Texas Motor Speedway
Dirt Track to pick up the first night
of Tony Stewart Presents the
Vankor Texas Sprint Car Nationals
with the Lucas Oil American Sprint
Car Series presented by Saw-
blade.com.

"This place had been good to
me. We've won a couple of races
here over the past few years, but
nonetheless, he [Sam Hafertepe,
Jr.] made me earn it," explained
Seth when asked about the chal-
lenges for the lead.

(Continued Next Page)
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Brady Bacon was the class of the field on Saturday night for this
first career victory at the Texas Motor Speedway Dirt Track. (Vince
Vellella/ASCS photo)



Continued…

"The track was
heavy tonight and I
was good in open air,
but when I got into
traffic, it really dirtied
up the wing and made
it tough to get around
there so that made
lapped traffic even
tougher and Sam ob-
viously did a good job
getting to me. I feel
like I made a few mis-
takes there that let him
get close, but we got
lucky with the caution
when he got to the in-

side of me. Sometimes it pays to be
lucky like that, and tonight it did."

Drawing the pole for the 25-lap
feature event, Bergman would
have to take two shots at holding
the lead as the red flew following
the first attempt for Harli White who
flipped wildly into the wall through
the first and second turns after con-
tact from Wayne Johnson. Both
drivers were unharmed.

With the field restacked Seth
again took off with the lead in the
Oil Field Equipment and Manufac-
turing No. 23 with Matt Covington
and Tony Stewart giving chase.
Caution working the third-lap, Matt
Covington would have to drop to
the tail of the field as the left side-
board came off the top-wing of his
No. 95.

Keeping Tony Stewart at bay on
the restart, Bergman would pull
several car lengths over the No. 14
with Sam Hafertepe, Jr. holding
third. Racing past Stewart on Lap
10 for the runner-up spot, Hafer-

tepe began to close the gap as
Bergman started to contend with
slower traffic.

Fighting dirty air with laps click-
ing off, handling the No. 23 became
a handful for Seth with the car dart-
ing every way but straight as traffic
continued to work into the mix.

Stalking into the final two laps,
the stage was set for Sam Hafer-
tepe, Jr. Building the run as the
leaders ran to the white flag, Seth
worked into turn-one only to have
dirty air again come into play as the
two trailed a slower car. Trying to
diamond through the first and sec-
ond turns, it was too late as Hafer-
tepe shot to the race lead only to
have the caution lights blink on as
Chance Morton spun to a stop off
the second turn.

Back to the last fully completed
lap, the final two revolutions saw

Seth hit his marks perfectly as he
stretched his advantage to 1.007
seconds over Sam Hafertepe, Jr. at
the drop of the checkered flag.
Working to third on Lap 17, Sammy
Swindell held on to claim the final
podium step with Tony Stewart
fighting a failing power-steering
gear to hold the final transfer spot
into Saturday's A-Feature. Running
from the ninth starting spot, Blake
Hahn completed the night's top-
five.

With the top-wing starting to
buckle, Danny Jennings was able
to hold on to finish sixth. Having to
transfer through the second B-Fea-
ture, Australia's Scott Bogucki
stormed through the field from 20th
to earn the CP-Carrillo Hard
Charger of the Night. Brandon
Hanks was eighth with Robbie
Price coming from 18th to ninth.

The top-ten rounded out with
Johnny Herrera.

A field of 35 drivers was on hand
to open up Tony Stewart presents
the Vankor Texas Sprint Car Na-
tionals. Five Heat Races were
topped by Wayne Johnson, Zane
Lawrence, Harli White, Blake
Hahn, and Tony Stewart. BMRS B-
Features went to Alex Sewell and
Robbie Price. Two provisional
starts were utilized by Travis Rilat ,
and Skylar Gee.

Colton Hardy Wins
With ASCS Southwest

at Central Arizona
Speedway

CASA GRANDE, AZ - Collecting
his second ASCS Southwest Re-
gional victory of the season in three
events, Colton Hardy steered the
No. 74 to victory at the high-banked
Central Arizona Speedway on Sat-
urday night over Gary Taylor and
Greg Wilson.

Rolling to green from the right of
the front row, the defending series
champion led all 25 laps for his
seventh career victory with the
ASCS Southwest Region. With
Taylor from fifth and Wilson from
seventh to make up the final
podium steps, the top-five rounded
out with New Mexico's Wes Wof-
ford and nine-time series cham-
pion, Rick Ziehl.

Lorne Wofford was sixth, fol-
lowed by Josh Shipley with Nick
Parker, Billy Chester, and Don
Grable to complete the top-ten.

The Southwest Region of the
American Sprint Car Series goes
green again on April 21 at Queen
Creek's Arizona Speedway.

Seth Bergman picked up Night 1 of Tony Stewart presents the
Vankor Texas Sprint Car Nationals. The win is his 11th with the
Lucas Oil American Sprint Car Series presented by Sawblade.com.
(Vince Vellella/ASCS photo)
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BATAVIA, OH -
Rain, snow, and sub-
freezing temperatures
predicted for the
weekend have forced
the cancelation of the
Bad Boy 98 at
Batesville Motor
Speedway.

"We are very dis-
appointed to have to
cancel the event," said
Mooney Starr, pro-
moter of Batesville
Motor Speedway.

"With the forecast for the weekend,
we feel that it is best to make the
decision early for the benefit of our
racers and fans," Starr added.

Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series
Director, Rick Schwallie said: "We

hate to cancel any event, but with
the unfavorable forecast for the
weekend, we don't see any choice.
"With no suitable makeup date,
we'll move forward and begin
preparations for the Topless 100 in
August."

The Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will return to Batesville
Motor Speedway on August 16-18
for the 26th Annual COMP Cams
Topless 100 - presented by Crop
Production Services.

For the first time in history, the
three-day mega event will feature
complete program of: Time Trials,
Heat Races, B-Mains, and a
$5,000-to-win main event on
Thursday and Friday nights before
the 100-lap, $40,000-to-win finale
on Saturday night. 

To purchase tickets, call Connie
Starr at: (870) 613-1337. For addi-
tional information on Batesville
Motor Speedway, visit:
www.batesvillemotorspeedway.co
m.

Take Two - Atomic and
Brownstown this

Weekend
BATAVIA, OH - The Lucas Oil

Late Model Dirt Series will return to
Atomic Speedway in Chillicothe,
OH and Brownstown Speedway in
Brownstown, IN this weekend.

A strong contingent of local and
regional standouts are expected to
battle the elite drivers of the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt Series in the 4th
Annual Buckeye Spring 50 on Fri-
day, April 13th.

The event will feature a com-
plete program of: Miller Welders
Time Trials, Heat Races, B-Mains,

and a 50-lap, $12,000-to-win main
event. The Open Wheel Modifieds
will compete for $1,000-to-win.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit:
www.atomicspeedway.net.

Brownstown Speedway will host
the John Jones Auto Group 21st
Annual Indiana Icebreaker on Sat-
urday, April 14th. Located inside
the Jackson County Fairgrounds -
the 1/4-mile dirt oval is accustomed
to thrilling, edge of your seat racing
action, lap-after-lap.

A complete program of Miller
Welders Time Trials, Heat Races,
B-Mains and a 50-lap, $12,000-to-
win main event is on tap for the
Lucas Oil Late Model Dirt Series.
Modifieds and Super Stocks will
also be in action on Saturday, April
14th.

To purchase advance tickets or
find more information, visit:
www.brownstownspeedway.com.
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BROWNSBURG,
IN - Saturated
grounds, expected ad-
ditional precipitation,
and early forecasts
predicting extremely
cold temperatures
during the upcoming
weekend have forced
All Star, Atomic
Speedway and Attica

Raceway Park officials to cancel
the upcoming weekend schedule.
The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
visit to Attica Raceway Park slated
for Saturday, April 7, has been
rescheduled for Friday, April 20.
The Atomic Speedway visit sched-
uled for Friday, April 6, will not be
rescheduled.

The rescheduled Core & Main
Spring Nationals presented by
Fisher Performance at Attica will
kick-off with pit gates opening at 4
pm on April 20th. Additional news
and updates will be posted online
at www.atticaracewaypark.com in
the coming days.

The 2018 championship points
season for the Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 will now commence with a
trio of events in Pennsylvania be-
ginning with the Tommy Hinnershitz
Memorial at Williams Grove Speed-
way on Friday, April 13. The Keith
Kauffman Classic at the Port Royal
Speedway “Speed Palace” will fol-
low on Saturday, April 14, all
capped off with the Roy Morral
Classic at Bedford Speedway on
Sunday, April 15.

The Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of
Champions presented by Mobil 1
will make a total of 13 appearances
in the Keystone State during the
2018 season, 10 of which on Penn-
sylvania Posse real estate.

More information pertaining to
the upcoming Central Pennsylva-
nia triple-header will be posted in
the near future at www.allstar-
sprint.com for further details.

Arctic Cat All Star
Circuit of Champions

Welcomes 20
Full-Time Travelers
BROWNSBURG, IN - Arguably

one of the most competitive fields
ever assembled under the All Star
banner, the Arctic Cat All Star Cir-

cuit of Champions presented by
Mobil 1 will be led by 20 full-time
travelers in 2018, each chasing the
$50,000 top prize that will be
awarded at the end of the near-
nine month journey that includes 49
full-point events stretched across
eight states.

All full-time drivers will be eligi-
ble for membership benefits in
2018 which includes the season-
ending championship point fund.
The top-15 member teams will re-
ceive their earned share of the
championship fund so long as com-
petitors enter at least 80% of the
completed events and do not par-
ticipate in any non-All Star events
that occur on the same dates as
2018 All Star events.

2018 Returning All Stars:
• Chad Kemenah - Hunter Rac-

ing - No. 10H: Needing little intro-
duction, defending Arctic Cat All
Star Circuit of Champions pre-
sented by Mobil 1 titlist, Chad Ke-
menah, is on the hunt for a
record-breaking seventh Series
championship in 2018, and a po-
tential third consecutive for car
owner, Rob Hunter. Kemenah's
consistency has been unmatched
during All Star competition over the
last two seasons, earning a com-
bined 70 top-ten finishes since the
beginning of 2016. The six-time
champion earned victories on three
separate occasions in 2017 and
owns 34-career victories during All
Star competition.

• Max Stambaugh - Max Stam-
baugh Racing - No. 5M: “Mad Max”
Stambaugh took the All Star Circuit
of Champions scene by storm in
2017. Paired with Ray Marshall
Motorsports, the Elida, Ohio, native
earned Rookie of the Year honors
with the traveling All Stars, accu-
mulating 13 top-ten finishes and
qualifying for 40 main events.

• Caleb Helms - Helms Racing -
No. 17: Findlay, Ohio's Caleb
Helms has been a staple on the All
Star Circuit of Champions cam-
paign trail for several seasons. Fin-
ishing fifth in the final championship
standings in 2017, Helms, paired
with veteran crew chief, Andy Pot-
ter, earned 12 top-ten finishes dur-
ing Series competition last season,
finally crossing into the win column
during competition at Wayne
County (Ohio) Speedway over
Labor Day weekend.

• Brandon Spithaler - Brandon
Spithaler Racing - No. 22: Former
Lernerville Speedway track cham-
pion, Brandon Spithaler, will return
to competition in 2018 after joining
for the first time in 2017. The Evans
City, Pa., native was a rookie front-
runner during his inaugural season,
finishing second in the final Rookie
of the Year standings behind Max
Stambaugh, as well as sixth in the
overall championship standings.

• John Garvin - Liz Matus Rac-
ing - No. 51: Former dirt late model
hotshot turned sprint car racer,
John Garvin, the hired gun for Liz
Matus Racing, will travel with the
Arctic Cat All Star Circuit of Cham-
pions for a second consecutive
season. Climbing a ladder of im-
provement as the season pro-
gressed, the Sarver, Pa., native
finished ninth in the final champi-
onship standings in 2017.

• Tyler Esh - Esh Racing - No.
35: For the second time in as many
years, Tyler Esh, rejoining his
brother and car owner, Travis Esh,
will hit the road hoping to add to an
All Star resume that includes three
top-ten finishes, one inside the top-
five, during 29 main event starts.

• Jordan Mackison - Mackison
Racing - No. 1080: An All Star Cir-
cuit of Champions Rookie of the
Year contender in 2017, York,
Pennsylvania's Jordan Mackison is
ready to embark on the All Star trail
once again in 2018, continuing his
trek toward a first-ever All Star main

event victory.
• Hunter Mackison - Mackison

Racing - No. 95: Hunter Mackison
returns with a full season of com-
petition under his belt. Accompa-
nied on the road by his brother and
teammate, Jordan Mackison,
Hunter will pilot the Triple J Spe-
cialties No. 95 during his second at-
tempt at an All Star campaign.

2018 New All Stars:
• Aaron Reutzel - Baughman-

Reutzel Motorsports - No. 87.
• Ayrton Olsen - Ayrton Olsen

Racing - No. 71.
• Cale Conley - Dave Jessup

Racing - No. 7K.
• Carl Bowser - Chiappelli Mo-

torsports - No. 98.
• Carson Macedo - Joe Gaerte

Racing - No. 3G.
• Dave Blaney - Premier Motor-

sports - No. 70.
• Jac Haudenschild - Hauden-

schild Racing - No. 3.
• Joey Saldana - Rudeen Racing

- No. 26.
• Max McGhee - Sam McGhee

Motorsports - No. 11.
• Parker Price-Miller - Destiny

Motorsports - No. 4.
• Paul McMahan - Tom Buch

Racing - No. 13.
• Trevor Baker - T-Rev Perform-

ance - No. 45.
In 2018, MAVTV Motorsports

Network will be the official televi-
sion home of the All Star Circuit of
Champions and will broadcast
eight high-profile events.

CARNESVILLE,
GA - With a 100%
chance of rain
overnight Friday and
into the morning and
afternoon Saturday of-
ficials of the County
Line Raceway and
ULTIMATE SE Super
Late Model Series
have made the call to
postpone Saturdayʼs
Tar River Rumble at

the Elm City, North Carolina oval.
“The weather has already been
tough on almost everyone this
year. It looks like the entire eastern
half of the country is going to be
wet this weekend. We wanted to go
ahead and get it out early enough
that everyone could make other
plans. We hope that things will be
fully turned around by next week-
end for Virginia Motor Speedway.”
said ULTIMATE SE Series Director

Kelley Carlton.
The $4000 to win / 40 lap event

will move to Saturday, June 30th.
The ULTIMATE SE Super Late
Models will now turn their attention
to the Saturday, April 14th Aaronʼs
King of the Commonwealth at Vir-
ginia Motor Speedway in Jamaica,
Virginia. The Aaronʼs King of the
Commonwealth will pay a series
high $20,000 to the winner of the
60 lap feature which also features a
$3000 to win event for sister series
FASTRAK SE Touring on the un-
dercard. For more details on tickets
and other information visit www.va-
motorspeedway.com 

For more information on the UL-
TIMATE Super Late Model Series
visit www.ultimatesupers.com or
call (864) 871-1442. ULTIMATE
Supers are also on Twitter at @UL-
TIMATESupers Instagram @ULTI-
MATE_Supers and on Facebook at
Ultimate Super Late Model Series.
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Darlington Raceway
DARLINGTON,

SC - The annual Taste
of Darlington will take
place at Darlington
Raceway on Thurs-
day, April 12, from
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
in the trackʼs Cale
Yarborough NASCAR
Cup Series Garage.

The annual culi-
nary event benefits
the Darlington Down-
town Revitalization As-
sociation (DDRA) and
features some of the
best cooks in the area.
The event is attended

by community members that enjoy
great local food and drink.

“We always appreciate our rela-
tionship with Darlington Raceway
and appreciate them hosting this
event annually. The track serves as
a great historic backdrop for this
community event,” said Lisa
Chalian-Rock, executive director of
the Darlington Downtown Revital-
ization Association and director of
planning and economic develop-
ment for the city of Darlington.

For over 30 years, the Taste of
Darlington has been a staple on the
social calendar in the community.
This yearʼs event will feature more
than 35 grillers preparing main
courses and stations featuring hors
dʼoeuvres and desserts.

“We enjoy supporting this fan-
tastic event, which helps downtown
revitalization right here in our back-
yard,” Darlington Raceway Presi-
dent Kerry Tharp said. “The Taste
of Darlington is always well at-
tended and weʼre happy to be a
part of it.”

Walk-up tickets are $35 each or
can be purchased in advance for
$30 at the following locations:

• Darlington Raceway Ticket Of-
fice

• Burry Bookstore (Hartsville)
• The News & Press
• Main Street Jewelers
• Greater Darlington Chamber of

Commerce
• Carolina Bank (Darlington,

Hartsville, Society Hill, and Lamar)
• Dedicated Community Bank
• City of Darlington Offices
• The Jewelers Bench
• The Healthy Food Store (Flo-

rence)
The event is only open for

guests 21 years of age or older.
Darlington Racewayʼs award-

winning throwback campaign is
The Official Throwback Weekend
of NASCAR featuring the Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series Bo-
janglesʼ Southern 500® on Sunday,

Sept. 2, 2018. The NASCAR XFIN-
ITY Series Sport Clips Haircuts
VFW 200 will race on Saturday,
Sept. 1, 2018. Tickets can be pur-
chased by calling 866-459-7223 or
visiting DarlingtonRaceway.com.

You can keep up with all of the
latest news from Darlington Race-
way at DarlingtonRaceway.com, on
Facebook at Facebook.com/Dar-
lingtonRaceway and on Twitter at
Twitter.com/TooToughToTame.
Fans are encouraged to post their
Bojanglesʼ Southern 500 stories
and memories at, #Bojang-
lesSo500 and #SportClips200.

Charlotte Motor Speedway
CONCORD, NC - A son realized

his late fatherʼs dream on Sunday
at the Pennzoil AutoFair presented
by Advance Auto Parts at Charlotte
Motor Speedway, when H.A. Mer-
gen and his red-and-white 1955
Oldsmobile Starfire claimed Walt
Hollifield Best of Show honors.

Mergen, a Davidson, North Car-
olina, native, restored the car with
his late father, Howard, but he
never expected to leave triumphant
after a four-day show of timeless
classic cars, trucks, customs and
hot rods. Mergen didnʼt figure the
car could win top honors in his club,
Mid-Atlantic Oldmobile – but a
panel of judges including David
Ankin, star of the television show
“ToyMakerz,” found Mergenʼs car to
be the best.

“Have you heard the slogan,
ʻThis is not your fatherʼs Oldsmo-
bile?ʼ Well, this is my fatherʼs
Oldsmobile,” Mergen said. “My
dad, Howard Mergen, was Mr.
Oldsmobile. He worked for
Oldsmobile for 30 years in Califor-
nia. When this car came available,
he fell in love with it. We got it all
shined up and started showing it.
He passed away last November.
Weʼre here in his honor. It was his

goal to win this award, Best of
Show, for the Spring AutoFair. He
wanted that ever since weʼve lived
in the Charlotte area.

“I know heʼs with us. We worked
on all of our cars together. It was
definitely a father-son project. This
car won Ladiesʼ Choice at AutoFair
in 2016, and when my mom found
out she said, ʻWell, we always
knew he was a ladiesʼ man.ʼ Itʼs re-
ally cool to win this. I donʼt have
words to explain. It means a lot to
us. This is a very big deal.”

The Best of Show award was
named for Charlotte-area car ex-
pert Walt Hollifield, who has been a
valuable part of AutoFair for 40
years. Hollifield presented his
eponymous award to Mergen in the
winnerʼs circle.

“Itʼs a great, great honor to have
this award named for me,” Hollifield
said. “This goes right to the top of
the honors. This is up there.”

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Talladega Su-

perspeedway is excited to an-
nounce that singer-songwriter
Uncle Kracker will perform as the
headliner for the traditional Satur-
day Night Infield Concert, April 28,
as part of its anticipated triple-
header weekend, April 27-29, fea-
turing the Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series GEICO 500.

Joining Uncle Kracker will be
NASCAR favorite Tim Dugger and
locally known DJ Mark A.D. from
Birmingham, Al. Country music
singer and Alabama native Dugger
will get the party rockinʼ just hours
after the conclusion of the Sparks
Energy 300 NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries, before giving way to DJ Mark
A.D., who will bring the beats to
keep the crowd going until Uncle
Kracker hits the stage. The concert
is free to all infield guests, as well
as anyone who has purchased a

GEICO 500 ticket.
Initially known for his role as DJ

in Kid Rockʼs legendary Twisted
Brown Trucker band, Uncle
Kracker soon kicked off a stunning
solo career of his own. He made
his solo debut with his 2001 No. 1
smash, “Follow Me,” starting a run
of top-10 multi-format hits like “In a
Little While,” “Smile” and his 2003
cover of Dobie Grayʼs classic “Drift
Away,” which set a Billboard record
for most weeks at No. 1 on any
chart. It also topped the No. 1 run
on the Adult Contemporary radio
charts for a staggering 28 weeks.

Michigan performer and feel-
good rocker Uncle Krackerʼs deep
melodies and sense of what the
heartland means has made him a
perfect fit in todayʼs post-rural
realm of country music. He is still
having a blast playing sold out
shows across the country, and fans
undoubtedly will too when they see
him perform in Talladegaʼs infa-
mous infield. His live show contin-
ues to get bigger and better with
every tour.

“When Iʼm up on stage, I donʼt
feel removed from the people,” said
Uncle Kracker. “Itʼs very interactive.
Itʼs meant to be a party, and I want
everybody involved. Each time we
go on stage, I want people to leave
smiling.”

No doubt, Talladegaʼs party
crowd will be all smiles when the
traditional Saturday Night Infield
Concert, scheduled to start at 7:30
p.m. (CDT), takes place at the in-
tersection of Eastaboga and Tal-
ladega Blvds.

For more information about the
Saturday Night Infield Concert, or
the GEICO 500, Sparks Energy
300 or the General Tire 200 ARCA
Racing Series event, visit www.tal-
ladegasuperspeedway.com or call
855-518-RACE (7223).

Kansas Speedway
KANSAS CITY, KS - Due to de-

mand, Kansas Speedway is intro-
ducing two new camping areas
starting with the 2018 season, in-
cluding a new Turn 1 Terrace RV
campground where fans can watch
the race from their camping spot.

The Turn 1 Terrace is the first RV
area at Kansas Speedway that pro-
vides electrical and water connec-
tions, and is located between
Hospitality Village in Turn 1 and the
Hollywood Casino in Turn 2, offer-
ing fans great views of the track.
Each space is $3,000 for the sea-
son and includes two admissions to
the Turn 1 Terrace. Fans may pur-
chase one add-on vehicle pass at
the gate, along with up to eight

(Continued Next Page)

On
Tr
ac
k

H.A. Mergen poses beside his 1955 Oldsmobile Starfire after win-
ning the Walt Hollifield Best of Show award on Sunday at the
Pennzoil AutoFair presented by Advance Auto Parts at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. (CMS/Adam Fenwick photo)
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additional admissions
per space. All mo-
torhomes must be
self-driven, self-con-
tained units with run-
ning water and a
holding tank for waste-
water; fifth wheel
campers are not per-
mitted. 

The new Mar-
tinsville Campground
is located behind the
Turn 1 Terrace. Each
space is $500 for the
season and includes
one complimentary

add-on vehicle pass per space pur-
chased. To purchase a space in
this campground, fans must have
season grandstand tickets on ac-
count with Kansas Speedway. Mo-
torhomes must be self-contained
with running water and a holding
tank for wastewater. 

To purchase a camping spot or
tickets, fans can call 866.460.7223,
log onto www.kansasspeedway.
com or stop by the Kansas Speed-
way Ticket Office Monday – Friday
between 9 AM – 5 PM CT.

General parking is always free at
Kansas Speedway and fans can
bring in one 14x14x14-inch soft-
sided cooler with their favorite food
and beverages. 

Fans can follow Kansas Speed-
way on Facebook at www.face-
book .com/kansasspeedway,
Twitter (@kansasspeedway), Insta-
gram (kansasspeedway) and
Snapchat (kansasspeedway).

Atlanta Motor Speedway
HAMPTON, GA - It may not cur-

rently be the Christmastime sea-
son, but movie buffs and
holiday-film fans across the coun-
try will have a perfectly reasonable
excuse to re-watch the yuletide
classic “National Lampoonʼs Christ-
mas Vacation” over the next month
or so in anticipation of seeing in-
person one of the most notable el-
ements of the gut-busting 1989
comedy that chronicles the zany,
uber-quotable adventures of the
ʻGriswoldʼsʼ family Christmas.

Much of the movieʼs enduring
success is derived from the relat-
able, if not inevitable, follies of a
large family gathering during the
festive holiday season. And of
course, no character is more
beloved than the wacky-yet-
lovable mooch, Cousin Eddie,
played masterfully by actor Randy
Quaid.

Straight out of the “every-fam-
ilyʼs-got-one” department, the

shameless and overbearing Cousin
Eddie arrives to the Griswoldʼs fam-
ily gathering unannounced and in a
hideous eyesore of an RV, with his
wife, three kids and rottweiler
“Snots” in tow, imposing on an al-
ready chaotic situation.

As it turns out, the RV, a charac-
ter in itself which causes Chevy
Chaseʼs character, Clark Griswold,
almost more grief than he can han-
dle, is an honest-to-goodness vehi-
cle that still exists today. Currently
itʼs in the loving possession of At-
lanta-area resident Bob Boston,
who will be bringing it to the 2018
Summit Racing Equipment Atlanta
Motorama to put it on display and
offer tours to interested fans on
both days of the event, scheduled
for next April 28 and 29.

Boston, a fan of the movie since
its release in 1989, purchased the
four-wheeled monstrosity from a
previous owner in the Phoenix, Ari-
zona area on a whim 10 years ago
at the behest of his wife.

“My wife found it in Arizona with
a guy – he had a bunch of Christ-
mas ornaments. And she ran into it
(while searching for Christmas
décor), and she demanded that I
buy it,” explained Boston.

Purchasing it sight-unseen,
Boston retrieved it from nearly
2,000 miles away, and he and his
wife immediately went to work
“restoring” it to its silver-screen
condition.

“At that time, all the stuff on it in
the movie was just paint,” said
Boston. “It was actually pretty nice.
It was beige and gold. 

“But what we did is, when we got
it back from across the country,
after spending $1,800 between
gasoline and breakdowns – it gets
like four miles per gallon – is, my
oldest son, he's an artist, so we
took stills of each side of the vehi-
cle from the movie, and we put it
back into character, exactly like it
was in the film.

“What looks like mud is now
paint and plasticine, and it ainʼt

going anywhere anymore.”
Going full “Cousin Eddie” while

sparing no expense, the Bostons
went all-out in re-creating the
movie-version of the RV, including
all the way down to the gritty details
on the interior.

“They never showed the inside
of the thing in the movie,” said
Boston. “But my wife did up the in-
side like she though Cousin Eddie
might have it. It's got the little Elvis
plate and WWF wrestler calendars
and crushed beer cans. Everything
is hot-glued inside. In the bath-
room, there are nasty-looking hair-
brushes and burnt cigarette butts.”

And like most notable celebri-
ties, the Bostonʼs “Cousin Eddie”
RV is often immediately recognized
by fans of the movie when cruising
Atlanta-area roads, though some
drivers can be a little leery.

“It's funny. About 20 percent,
about a fifth of the people instantly
recognize it, because they give you
the thumbs-up,” said Boston. “But
the other ones – you pull up beside
a lady in a minivan, and she is not
making eye contact with you, no
matter what. We have a lot of fun
with it.”

Going on 10 years parked near
their Atlanta-area home, Boston
said the RV has become a bit of a
neighborhood attraction.

“What happens,” said Boston, “is
people start spouting off lines they
remember from the movie. We
have fun with it. Itʼs become part of
our subdivision. Our neighbors will
say things like, 'When are you
bringing Cousin Eddie? We're hav-
ing a party; we want
to make sure Cousin
Eddie's here.'"

Despite its
celebrity status,
Boston doesnʼt do
many appearances
with the RV, save for
a couple of visits to
Hallmark stores
around the holidays
to help promote their

“National Lampoonʼs Christmas Va-
cation” tree ornament. So while a
“Cousin Eddie RV” sighting may
not be likely, even during the holi-
days, fans will be able to get a
close-up look at the made-for-
movie version of the infamous RV
when the Atlanta Motorama, Geor-
giaʼs motoring festival, returns to
Atlanta Motor Speedway April 28-
29.

For more information about the
2018 Summit Racing Equipment
Atlanta Motorama or to purchase
advance tickets, visit www.atlanta-
motorama.com or contact the At-
lanta Motor Speedway ticket office
at (770) 946-4211 or (877) 9-AMS-
TIX.

Dover International Speedway
DOVER, DE - Jeff Gordon, the

four-time NASCAR Cup Series
champion who reached Dover In-
ternational Speedwayʼs Victory
Lane five times in his legendary ca-
reer, will be honored during a mar-
quee plaque unveiling on the
Monster Monument at Victory
Plaza, presented by Smithfield, on
Saturday, May 5.

Gordon, 46, who was
NASCARʼs most recognizable
driver as the sport reached un-
precedented success in the 1990s
and 2000s, will become the fourth
driver honored with a Monster Mon-
ument marquee plaque, joining
Bobby Allison, David Pearson and
Richard Petty. 

The marquee plaque unveiling is
scheduled for 10:15 a.m. on Satur-
day, May 5 and will include remarks
from Gordon and Dover Motor-
sports, Inc. CEO Denis McGlynn.
Dover International Speedway
President and CEO Mike Tatoian
and Mike Bagley, the host of Sirius
XMʼs “The Morning Drive” and a
Motor Racing Network (MRN) an-
nouncer, will host the event and all
fans are welcome to attend.

Gordonʼs five Dover wins are
tied for fourth with Pearson on the
trackʼs all-time list, behind Jimmie
Johnson (11), Petty (7) and Allison
(7).

“Jeff provided millions of
NASCAR fans, both at Dover and 

(Continued Next Page)
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Cousin Eddieʼs RV will be parked at the Atlanta Motorama. (Bob
Boston photo)
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across the country,
with plenty of thrills
and excitement during
his incredible career,”
Tatoian said. “Only the
best drivers in the
sport have their
names on the Monster
Monument, and only
the best of the best re-
ceive the honor of a
marquee plaque. Jeff
has certainly earned
his place among that
accomplished group.”

Gordon now
serves as a NASCAR

analyst with Fox Sports and will be
in the booth with Mike Joy and Dar-
rell Waltrip to call the “AAA 400
Drive for Autism” Monster Energy
NASCAR Cup Series race at Dover
on Sunday, May 6. The NASCAR
tripleheader weekend at the Mon-
ster Mile also includes the “One-
Main Financial 200” NASCAR
XFINITY Series Dash 4 Cash race
on Saturday, May 5 and the “JEGS
200” NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series race on Friday, May 4.

For tickets or more information
on Monster Mile events, call (800)
441-RACE or visit DoverSpeed-
way.com. You can also keep up
with track activities at Face-
book.com/DoverInternational-
Speedway, or on Twitter and
Instagram at @MonsterMile.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - Auburn Uni-

versity Head Football Coach Gus
Malzahn, one of the most innova-
tive offensive minds in football, has
been named as the Grand Marshal
for Talladega Superspeedwayʼs
GEICO 500 Sunday, April 29, and
will give the command to fire en-
gines prior to the GEICO 500 Mon-
ster Energy NASCAR Cup Series
race.

The announcement comes a
day after Malzahn welcomed driver
Erik Jones, who pilots the No. 20
Toyota for Joe Gibbs, to the Auburn
campus promoting the GEICO 500.
Jones will attempt to give Gibbs,
the former Washington Redskins
head coach who won three Super
Bowls, his fifth Talladega triumph in
the GEICO 500. Malzahn and the
Tigers will hold their annual spring
A-Day Game this Saturday at 3
p.m. in Jordan-Hare Stadium.

"Iʼm really looking forward to
being the Grand Marshal at Tal-
ladega,” said Malzahn, who was
the Honorary Pace Car Driver at
Talladega in 2014. “It was really ex-
citing a few years ago driving the

pace car. It was a great experience,
gave me a great appreciation of the
drivers and how fast they go. The
crowd was unbelievable too, so Iʼm
looking forward to getting back with
that group, too."

The GEICO 500 is part of a
tripleheader motorsports weekend,
which also includes the General
Tire 200 ARCA Racing Series Pre-
sented by Menards race on Friday,
April 27, and the Saturday, April 28
Sparks Energy 300 for the
NASCAR Xfinity Series. For ticket
information, call 855-518-RACE
(7223) or visit www.talladegasuper-
speedway.com. 

Known for his hurry-up offense,
Malzahn has guided the Tigers to a
45-22 record in five years that has
also included a Southeastern Con-
ference Championship and an ap-
pearance in the BCS National
Championship game (2013). Last
year, Auburn went 10-4 with victo-
ries over No. 2 Georgia and No. 1
Alabama during the final three
weeks of the regular season.

The 2013 Bear Bryant, Bobby
Bowden, Eddie Robinson, Home
Depot, Sporting News, SB Nation,
Liberty Mutual and Associated
Press National Coach of the Year,
Malzahn earned SEC Coach of the
Year honors after guiding Auburn to
the biggest turnaround in SEC his-
tory. Inheriting a team that didnʼt
win a game in the Southeastern
Conference in 2012, Malzahn led
the Tigers to a 12-2 record and the
SEC title and a trip to the BCS
Championship Game.

A native of Fort Smith, AR, he
was the Tigersʼ offensive coordina-
tor from 2009-2011 in which Auburn
won the National Title in 2010. He
left Auburn to take the head coach-
ing job at Arkansas State for the
2012 season, winning the Sun Belt

Conference title, before coming
back to Auburn to take the helm in
2013. He and his wife Kristi are the
parents of two daughters – Kylie
and Kenzie. 

Coach Malzahn, who served as
the trackʼs Honorary Pace Car
Driver in spring of 2014, will be a
part of pre-race festivities at the
Driver Introductions Stage at the
start-finish line.

Dover International Speedway
WRIGHTSVILLE, PA - NASCAR

Xfinity Series star Christopher Bell
visited Wrightsville Elementary
School in Wrightsville, Pennsylva-
nia, today to help announce the
winner of Dover International
Speedwayʼs third annual Monster
Mile Youth Nation Design Chal-
lenge. 

Approximately 400 students,
ranging from kindergarteners to
fifth-graders, lined the sidewalk
around the schoolʼs flagpole as the
student-designed pace car (com-
plete with flashing lights) was
driven by Bell into the schoolʼs
driveway.

The winning designer,
Wrightsville fifth-grader Brennan
Lehman, immediately recognized
his concept, a big orange cat with
a head on the hood, tail on the roof
and hood, giant orange paws over
each wheel and stripes all over.

“Nobody told me what we were
doing outside,” said Lehman, 10,
after the car arrived at the school. “I
like to draw. I have a cat bed at
home so thatʼs why I drew it. This
is really awesome.”

More than 3,000 fifth-graders
from 41 schools across Delaware,
Maryland, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania participated in the Monster
Mile Youth Nation Design Chal-
lenge, which saw students submit

colorful and creative design ideas
for the Monster Mileʼs traveling
pace car.

The winning design, selected by
a team from the Dover International
Speedway marketing and commu-
nications departments, was in-
stalled on the pace car in March.

Following the outdoor activities,
the students assembled in
Wrightsvilleʼs gymnasium for a
video presentation and a chance to
ask Bell questions about his racing
career. 

As part of his prize, Brennan will
receive a VIP experience at the
“AAA 400 Drive for Autism” Monster
Energy NASCAR Cup Series race
on Sunday, May 6, including the
opportunity to be on-stage for pre-
race activities.

Talladega Superspeedway
TALLADEGA, AL - With just a

few simple clicks, fans can take
care of all their hotel needs for Tal-
ladega Superspeedwayʼs antici-
pated tripleheader weekend April
27-29, by booking through Dega-
Rooms.com. But, fans should act
fast as the deadline to book is April
11.

DegaRooms.com is the quick-
est, easiest and most economical
way for anyone looking for a quality
hotel room at a reasonable price
and within close proximity to the
track. It is important to know which
hotels will give loyal Talladega fans
a fair price and which ones have
minimum stay requirements.

The staff at DegaRooms.com
have done the hard work by
screening hotels with quality serv-
ice and rates that are guaranteed
to be the lowest publicly available.
Featured hotels include Hampton
Inn, Marriott, Hilton Garden Inn,
Westin and more.

Be sure to check out the incred-
ible shuttle service, too. Dega-
Rooms.com offers a shuttle bus to
and from the track. The option to
purchase transportation for 2-day
or Sunday only shuttle service is
still available at select hotels.

To make things even more eco-
nomical for race fans eager to be
on their way to NASCARʼs Most
Competitive track, there are no
booking fees and no change fees.
The staff at DegaRooms.com will
also send fans a hotel confirmation
letter and follow-up during race
week to give up-to-date schedules
and weather information.

To book your hotel, simply visit
www.DegaRooms.com and click
the “Book April 2018 GEICO 500”
button. With a few simple clicks,
youʼll be on your way to NASCARʼs
biggest and baddest track.
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Christopher Bell stands with the winning designer of the Monster
Mile Youth Nation Design Challenge, Wrightsville fifth-grader Bren-
nan Lehman. (DIS photo)



Kingsport
Speedway

KINGSPORT, TN -
The start of the 2018
racing season at
Kingsport Speedway
was delayed one week
due to inclement
weather in Northeast
Tennessee. But the
wait for the Food City
175 was well worth it,
as a beautiful, sunny
Saturday brought out
one of the biggest
crowds at “The Con-
crete Jungle” since re-
opening for weekly

racing in 2011.
In the headlining NASCAR Whe-

len All-American Series Late Model
Stock Car feature, defending track
champion Kres VanDyke of Abing-
don, Virginia, held off a hard-charg-
ing Zeke Shell to capture the
victory. 

VanDyke set a new track record
in qualifying with a fast-lap at
14.869 seconds (90.793 mph), fol-
lowed by Shell at 14.879 (90.732).
Both lowered Chad Finchumʼs pre-
vious record of 14.880 seconds
(90.726 mph), set at the 2015 sea-
son-opener.

VanDyke and Shell battled side-
by-side over the opening four cir-
cuits of the 60-lap feature before
Shell moved ahead, with Wayne
Hale, Mike Looney and Robbie
Ferguson in tow. Shell and
VanDyke were setting a blistering
pace out front, and at lap 10 the
duo had pulled out to an eight car-
length advantage over those in pur-
suit.

While Shell was trying to keep
VanDyke in his rearview mirror, the
racing action behind them was
heated involving Hale, Looney, Fer-
guson, Nik Williams, Joey Trent,
Derrick Lancaster, Ronnie McCarty,
Dillon Hodge, Bryson Dennis and
Derek Lane.

VanDyke was finally able to pull
the trigger and shoot past Shell to
take a lead he would never relin-
quish on lap 18, but the road ahead
to victory lane wasnʼt a leisurely
cruise. Dale Cline spun at end of
the front straightaway entering the
first turn on lap 23 to bring out the
caution.

Additional caution periods over
the final half of the race set up dou-
ble-file restarts, but on each occa-
sion VanDyke was able to power
back out ahead of Shell. Looney
worked his way past Hale for the
third spot, and behind them Fergu-
son had his hands full with Lan-
caster.

Even though Shell was up on
the wheel driving his machine hard
as possible, it just wasnʼt enough to
be able to overtake VanDyke as he
captured the win over Shell. Finish-
ing third through fifth, respectively,
were Looney, Hale and Ferguson.

Completing the top 10 finishers
were Lancaster, Williams, Lane,
McCarty and Trent.

The Modified Street feature pro-
duced enough action to last a sea-
son, with hard racing leading to
some upset feelings among driv-
ers, along with grinding crashes
also badly damaging equipment.
Royce Peters of Kingsport, the di-
visionʼs defending track champion,
ultimately parked in victory lane.
But he did it the hard way. 

Peters jumped out into the lead
on the start over Trey Lane and
Nick Cole, with Joshua Gobble,
Chase Dixon, Rusty Clendenin,
Kevin Wolfe and Chris Tunnell in
pursuit. There s a saying in racing
that cautions breed cautions, and
that definitely was the case in the
30-lap feature.

Peters and Cole made contact
early with Peters spinning, which
resulted in both going to the rear of
the field for the restart. Tunnell
briefly flirted with the lead before
getting loose and spinning between
turns one and two.

Off following attempts getting
back under green flag racing, Lane
went for a wild ride spinning down
the front straightaway after getting
lifted (rear wheels) from behind. �
Dennis Deese was in the wrong
place at the wrong time, because
he got run over from behind and
slammed hard against the inside
concrete retaining wall along the
front straightaway.

Eventually, Peters and Cole
worked their way right back up to
the front and both with battered

race cars battled for the win. Peters
recorded the victory over Cole,
Wolfe, Tunnell and Clendenin. 

You can always count on the
Pure 4 division to keep you either
on the edge of your seat or stand-
ing and cheering for your favorite
driver. Brandon Sutherland looked
strong on the start as he grabbed
the lead over Bucky Smith, but
Todd Duff, Kenny Absher, Bruce
Crumbley, Ben Barker, Craig
Phelps, Chad Jeffers, Jimmy
Thomas and several others were
jockeying for real estate all back
through the field.

Smith dropped out with engine
issues on lap 11, thus moving Duff
into the second spot. But Absher,
the defending track champion, got
around Duff and closed in behind
Sutherland. Absher, from
Kingsport, completed pass for the
lead on lap 22 and went on to win
over Crumbley, Sutherland, Duff
and Barker.

Brad Ball of Abingdon took the
lead on lap 7 from Kevin Canter in
the 30-lap Mod 4 feature and went
on to record the victory over Den-
nis Arnold, Canter, Mike Brooks
and Zach Fritz.

Rob Austin of Castlewood, Vir-
ginia, and Joey Sykes might as well
have climbed in a boxing ring to de-
termine who would win the 25-lap
Pure Street feature, because the
pair battled the entire race before
the outcome was settled on the last
lap. Both were giving it their all rac-
ing off the fourth turn to the check-
ered flag, with Austin getting the
close win over Sykes, Jay Swecker,
Kevin Darnell and David Strong.

Kingsport Speedway
KINGSPORT, TN - Kingsport

Speedway has rescheduled the
April 7, Model City Day at the
Races because the forecast of rain

and cool temperatures. We have
decided it is best for our fans, spon-
sors, and drivers to postpone the
race scheduled for April 7th.

Speedway officials have been
closely monitoring the weather and
feel that this is the best call for
everyone. The decision to post-
pone the event was made Thurs-
day night. 

“Rain and high of 45 degrees
isn't good racing weather for driver
or fans, “said Karen Tunnell,
Kingsport Speedway general man-
ager. “We have another week off
for Bristol, but after that we will be
ready to return to Friday nights,
under the lights at The Concrete
Jungle!”

The next race is scheduled for
Friday, April 20. Grandstands will
open at 5:30 p.m. and racing will
begin at 8 p.m. 

For up-to-date information, visit
newkingsportspeedway.com and
follow us so social media.

Hickory Motor Speedway
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MN -

Due to a weekend forecast that
features rain, low temperatures and
no real positive sign Bandit fans will
get to enjoy the event this week-
end, the Minimizer Bandit Big Rig
Series is moving its race at Hickory
Motor Speedway to Aug 11th.

“This weekend looks like an-
other miserable forecast for us,”
The Godfather Craig Kruckeberg
(#55) said.  “Thereʼs no doubt itʼs
disappointing, but we have to con-
sider everyoneʼs safety.  With the
weather forecast being what it is,
the best move is to postpone the
event until August 11th.”

The plan ensures that the event
at HMS will still serve as one of the
crown jewels of the 2018 Bandit
season.

“Our fans in North Carolina are
some of the best.  We saw that
firsthand last year, so we were re-
ally excited about this weekendʼs
event.  Moving it down the road
means itʼs still going to be as big if
not bigger than what we originally
had expected, which is really excit-
ing,” Bandit General Manager
Jason Johnson said.

All times will remain the same,
with the green flag dropping at ap-
proximately 7:00 p.m. on August
11th.  The Minimizer Fan Series
Truck Show remains scheduled for
2 p.m. that day.

“Itʼs going to be huge,” Johnson
said.  “Even though the postpone-
ment is far from ideal, weʼre trying
to make the best of the situation.
Weʼll still have fireworks, a pit party

(Continued on Next Page …)
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Kres VanDyke of Abingdon, Virginia, captured the 2018 season-
opening NASCAR Whelen All-American Series Late Model Stock
Car feature win Saturday (March 31) at Kingsport Speedway. RAN-
DALL PERRY photo)
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with music, activities
for the whole family,
local vendors, and the
Bandit meet nʼ greet.
Bandit fans at the
Worldʼs Most Famous
Short Track will not
want to miss this one
come August!”

Next up for the
Bandits – Motor Mile
Speedway in Fairlawn,
Virginia, on April 21st.

And if fans in
North Carolina canʼt
wait until August 11th,
the Bandits return to

the Tar Heel State May 5th, when
they hit the track at Concord
Speedway.

Volunteer Speedway
BULLS GAP, TN - After daytime

high temperature reached the 70-
degree mark Saturday in East Ten-
nessee, once darkness arrived it
turned off quite chilly. But with the
blue moon (last that will occur until
2020) illuminating nighttime skies
over Volunteer Speedway, a strong
overall pit car-count of 90 entries
provided intense Championship
Points Racing action on the high
banks to keep a very good Easter
holiday weekend crowd on edge of
their seats.

Jordon Horton of Sneedville
captured the Steel Head Late
Model victory, while Rusty Bal-
lenger of Seymour recorded the
Crate Late Model win, with Matt
Tharp of Luttrell bringing home the
Sportsman Late Model victory.

Gary Blanken of Russellville
captured the Modified Street win,
while Lee Merritt of Knoxville
recorded the Classic victory.

The “Sneedville Sniper” Jordon
Horton stopped the clock at 13.056
seconds in Steel Head Late Model
qualifying to earn the pole starting
position for the 30-lap feature. Hor-
ton powered out into the lead over
fellow front-row starter Barrett
Lowe, Layne Clifton, Bobby Giffin
and David Crabtree. 

Just outside the top five John
Tweed, Gary Crittenden, Austin
Neely, Michael Smith, Ellery Leake
and Mitchell Childress were run-
ning high, low, and in the middle
grooves around “The Gap.” Giffin
saw a solid run end prematurely
while running in the fourth spot as
he slowed and entered the pits on
lap 11.

With the race reaching the
halfway distance, Horton was in
command out front leading Lowe,
Clifton, Crabtree and Tweed. Crab-

tree first worked his way around
Clifton on lap 18, and then on lap
22 passed Lowe to move into sec-
ond place and set his sights ahead
on Horton. 

Crabtree was up-on-the-wheel
and coming after the leader Horton.
But Horton held on for a flag-to-flag
run to victory over Crabtree, Lowe,
Tweed and Clifton. Leake, Critten-
den, Neely, Childress and Andy
Standridge rounded out the top 10
finishers, with each taking the
checkered flag on the lead lap.

Trevor Sise was fastest over the
19-car Crate Late Model field in
time trials at 13.342 seconds. On
the first attempt to start the feature
Brandon Tipton spun to the inside
at exit of turn two, while up at front
of the field racing down the back-
stretch into the third turn, fourth-
starting Bobby Mays went for a wild
ride when the throttle hung wide-
open on his machine and he
slammed against the outside wall
around turns three and four to bring

the caution out.
The second try to start the 30-

lap feature saw Sise take the lead
over Tim Byrd, Danny Yoder, Rusty
Ballenger and Eli Beets. Behind
them battling two- and three-wide
for position were Vic Hill, Chris
Chandler, Jason Welshan, Adam
Tolliver, Greg Martin, Gary Critten-
den and Tim Maupin. 

Byrd dropped out of the race on
lap 7, and Yoder began falling back
losing spots to Ballenger, Hill and
Welshan, Sise was feeling pres-
sure up front for the lead. Ballenger
worked slower traffic to his advan-
tage to pass Sise for the lead on
lap 16, and once he took the lead
he managed to stay out front to

hold off a hard-charging Welshan
for the win. Finishing third through
fifth, respectively, were Sise, Hill
and Chandler.

Zach Sise was quickest in
Sportsman Late Model time trials at
13.231, with the top 16 locking into
the 20-lap feature and remainder of
the field determined by a 10-lap B-
main. 

Sise grabbed the lead on the
start over Tharp, Jed Emert, Rex
Coffey and defending divisional
champion Heath Alvey. But it was a
madhouse scramble for position
just outside the top five among
Jake Whitehead, Terry Poore, Vic
Chandler, Brad Seagle, Kenny
Ford, Joshua Sneed and Bradley
Lewelling.

A tremendous battle for the top
three spots ensued between Sise,
Tharp and Emert. Tharp got around
Sise for the lead on lap 7, but the
teenager Sise kept his cool and
lap-after-lap in the corners stuck
his nose underneath Tharp. How-

ever, on each occasion Tharp
slammed the door shut and main-
tained his advantage out front.
Tharp would go on to capture the
win over Sise, Emert, Alvey and
Seagle.

Gary Blanken backed his fast
time in Modified Street hot laps up
by posting the quickest time in
qualifying at 14.400 seconds to
earn the pole starting position for
the 20-lap feature. Blanken jumped
out to the lead on the start over
Shannon Emery and Wayne Rader. 

While the front-running trio had
their own battle going, behind them
Dustin Ratliff, Tracy Wolfe, Rocky
Ogle and McKenlee Hall were jock-
eying for position. Emery dropped

out on lap 12, handing the runner-
up spot over to Rader. But there
would be no catching Blanken as
he captured his second straight vic-
tory over Rader, Ratliff, Wolfe and
Ogle. 

With a stellar field of 20 Classic
cars lined up in the chute for quali-
fying, Shaun Sise was fastest on
the clock at 16.573 seconds. Lee
Merritt grabbed the lead on the
start of the 20-lap feature, and
while Sise stayed right on his back
bumper throughout the entire race,
Merritt never missed a beat out
front. Merritt captured his first win
of the season over Sise, Josh
Chesney, Chris Worsham and Rus-
sell Hefti.

Dodge City Raceway Park
DODGE CITY, KS - For the sec-

ond weekend in a row, unfavorable
weather conditions have forced the
postponement of the season open-
ing event atop the 3/8-mile Dodge
City Raceway Park clay oval in
southwest Kansas.

Expected record low tempera-
tures and a wintry mix on Friday
night and then “Real-Feel” temper-
atures approaching single digits on
Saturday night has forced the can-
cellation of Saturday nightʼs card
that was to include a full slate of
DCRP Sprint Cars, IMCA Modi-
fieds, IMCA Sport Modifieds, IMCA
Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks.

The state-of-the-art facility will
now kick off the season on Satur-
day night, April 21, with the Sixth
Annual Modified Stampede.
Woodward, Oklahomaʼs Cole Trau-
gott raced to his second consecu-
tive Modified Stampede victory last
season with other past winners in-
cluding David Murray and Brendon
Gemmill.

The April 21 event featuring the
IMCA Modifieds will also include
the Precise Racing Products DCRP
Sprint Cars, IMCA Sport Modifieds,
IMCA Stock Cars and IMCA Hobby
Stocks with racing going green at
7:30 p.m.

The complete 2018 schedule of
events at Dodge City Raceway
Park is available at
http://www.dodgecityraceway.com/
schedule/.

Rockford Speedway
Racing at Rockford Speedway

and apparently Spring itself will
have to wait at least one more
week. 

With February-like temperatures
and conditions plaguing not only
the Midwest but much of the east-
ern half of the United States, offi-

(Continued on Next Page …)
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The "Sneedville Sniper" Jordon Horton (No. 56H) leads Barrett
Lowe (No. 72) during the Steel Head Late Model feature win Satur-
day at Volunteer Speedway. (CHAD WELLS photo)
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cials at Rockford
Speedway have made
the decision to post-
pone the WXRX 200
until Sunday afternoon
April 29 at 1 PM.

Chilly and winter-
like conditions have
frustrated many re-
cently who are ready
to move into the
Spring season and this
week has proven that
winter still has one last
punch left. As much as
two inches of snow is
slated to fall on the

Rockford area between Friday and
late Sunday night. That, coupled
with Saturday morning tempera-
tures in the teens and midday highs
forecast to reach only the mid-to-
upper 30's drove officials to the de-
cision to postpone the WXRX 200
from it's originally scheduled date
this Saturday April 7.

"Low temperatures and winter-
like conditions will make things un-
comfortable for fans and drivers
alike, while the possibility for more
wintery precipitation gives us the
prospect of a very tough week of
clean up next week as we prepare
for Spring Classic,' said Speedway
General Manager David Deery. 'As
much as we hate to throw out
hands up to the weather, we also
want to do what's best for all in-
volved and having another date
open at hopefully a warmer time
makes this call slightly easier."

"It feels more like it's almost Jan-
uary 7 instead of April 7," Deery
noted.

Pricing and times will remain the
same for April 29, with Pit Gates &
Inspection opening at 9 AM, while
Spectator gates open at 11 AM.
The WXRX 200 takes the green at
1 PM Sunday April 29. Adult ad-
mission is $12, with Children (ages
6-11) $6 and Kids 5 and under
FREE.

The season now kicks off next
Sunday April 15 with the 41st An-
nual Spring Classic, featuring the
Big 8 Late Model Series, Mid-
American Stock Car Series and
American Super Cup Series. Main
Gates open at 11 AM next weekend
with LPT 'Faster Than A Speeding
Bullet' Qualifying at 11:30 AM and
racing at 1 PM. Adult admission for
Spring Classic is $20, with children
(ages 6-11) $10 and Kids 5 and
under FREE.

For more information on all up-
coming events at Rockford Speed-
way, please visit rockfordspeedway
.com or please call 815-633-1500.

Selinsgrove Raceway
SELINSGROVE, PA - Selins-

grove Speedway officials an-
nounced tonightʼs 2018 season
opener has been postponed until
Saturday, April 14, due to unsea-
sonably cold temperatures. The an-
nouncement was made Friday
evening as a courtesy to race
teams and fans. 

The highly-anticipated
#WideOpen2018 Opener on April
14 will feature the 360 sprint cars,
limited late models, pro stocks,
roadrunners and a special visit by
the Penn Mar Vintage Race Car
Club. 

Pit gates will open at 3 p.m. and
grandstand gates will open at 4
p.m. with racing at 6 p.m. 

The 360 sprint cars will compete
in a 25-lap main event paying
$2,000 to win and the limited late
models will make their first of six
scheduled appearances this sea-
son at the track in a 20-lap feature
paying $1,000 to win and $100 to
start. The pro stocks and roadrun-
ners will run 15- and 12-lap races,
respectively. 

The limited late model specs for
the April 14 race are 358 cubic inch
engine maximum, 2,350 lb. weight
rule, and open tire. 

Selinsgrove will present the an-
nual Ray Tilley Classic for 410
sprint cars at 6 p.m. Sunday, April
22, paying $4,088 to win plus pro
stocks and roadrunners sponsored
by Icon Legacy Custom Modular
Homes. 

Selinsgrove Raceway Park will
be back in action Friday, April 13,
with the second full-points go kart
race of the season at 7 p.m. Track
gates will open at 5:30 p.m. 

For a complete schedule, the lat-
est news, results, and race status,
visit selinsgrovespeedway.com or
follow us Twitter and Facebook.
The track office can be reached at
570.374.2266.
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Southern National
Motorsports Park

LUCAMA, NC - Chris Chapman
snapped a near two-year winless
drought at Southern National Mo-
torsports Park on Saturday after-
noon, holding off Andrew Grady in
a thriller in the Easter Bunny 100.

Rusty Daniels started on the
pole and won the first segment of
the race while Chapman was bid-
ing his time.  In the second seg-
ment, Chapman made the move,
taking the lead on the 41st overall
lap of the race and holding off nu-
merous challenges from Daniels
and Grady.  The win was Chap-
manʼs first since April 2016.

“Itʼs been about a year since we
won one out here,” Chapman said
in victory lane.  “We had a couple
seconds out here last year.  These
guys dug deep over the winter.
Wendell Davis gives me the best
cars.  Sometimes, I donʼt know if
itʼs driver or what.  This thing was
on a rail today.”

In the final 40 lap segment,
Chapman held off a hard charging
Andrew Grady.  Grady closed in to
within a half car-length, but Chap-
man was able to hold him off on the
restarts and drive away in the final
laps.

“Sometimes, you donʼt want to
wear [tires] down because you
donʼt know when youʼre going to

have a caution,” Chapman ex-
plained.  “You try to go hard and
save all you can too.  So thatʼs
pretty much what it was.”

Grady wanted to win the race
and the race played out like he had
hoped, but he had to settle for sec-
ond.  Grady took his second-place
finish in stride as something to build
on throughout the season.

“We had a plan and we played it
perfectly,” Grady said.  “We saved
the right-rear really well.  Chapman
man, love racing him with.  Heʼs
real fun to race with.  We just got a
little snug towards the end.  Thatʼs
where he beat us at.  Weʼre going
to be running for the championship
here this year.  Itʼs going to come
down to me and him.  They know
we were here, thatʼs what matters.”

Grady was within striking dis-
tance in the final laps but was not
close enough to make a clean pass
for the win.  While he could have di-
vebombed the corner or taken
Chapman out, Grady said thatʼs not
how he races with a competitor he
has respect for like Chapman.

“If I would have dove in there
two car-lengths deeper, I could
have rooted him,” Grady re-
marked.  “Iʼm not going to do that
to Chris.  I donʼt race like that.
Some other people, I would have
raced like that but with Chris, I love
racing with him.  Heʼs a great guy,
always races me clean.  We always
race hard together.  Weʼll come
back in a week or two and hopefully
weʼll be up there one more.”

Paul Williamson quietly snuck
into the third position in the final
handful of laps for one of his best
career finishes.

“We didnʼt win but I call it a win
because we came from the back
and fought all the way back up,”
Williamson said.  “Our car was tight
but we were able to work with it
during the race.”

Rusty Daniels won the raceʼs
first stage and ended up finishing
fourth while Wayne Goss methodi-
cally raced his way to a fifth-place
finish.  The race was slowed by a
number of cautions late as paint
was traded in the middle of the
pack.

Sibling Showdown in Legends:
Caleb Day scored the win in a
barnburner for the Legends divi-
sion.  Much of the race was a bat-
tle between Caleb and his younger
sister Emily Day.  Emily passed
Caleb after a mid-race restart and
appeared to be on her way to her
first Legend Car win in only her
second start, but Caleb got back
around her in the final laps and
went on to win.

(Continued on Next Page …)
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“I donʼt know if it
was as fun as it was
stressful,” Caleb Day
said in victory lane.  “I
thought I had a pretty
good car until that cau-
tion came out and we
didnʼt hit on much after
that caution.  I wasnʼt
going to push the topic
with her.  Me and her, I
donʼt know, third or
fourth Legends race, I
just let her go on.  You
could tell sheʼs got a
little work to do, same
as me.  I hate her and

Stancil got together and sent her to
the rear.  She had a second-place
car before the caution and just as
good a car after the caution.  It was
a good day and at least we didnʼt
tear anything up.”

Emily Day was running second
on the last lap but was involved in
an incident with Chris Stancil which
sent the race into overtime.  Caleb
Day held off Eric Courtney and
Kade Lambert for the win.

“Itʼs a good way to start the year
off,” Caleb remarked.  “We started
running dirt Legends and been
messing around with that and we
decided to come back and try it
since we were going to be down
here anyway.  We had fun, it was
good.”

Emily Day ended up finishing
fourth while Aaron Crumpler fin-
ished fifth.

AJ Sanders Goes 2-0 in Mini-
Stocks: AJ Sanders was once
again victorious in the Mini-Stock
feature, racing his way from worst
to first and besting Ronnie “Buck-
shot” Jones and Brandon Clements
to score the win.

“I had a lot of determination,”
Sanders said.  “A lot of fans donʼt
know what went on but we put two
new rights on after qualifying be-
cause everybody else had put
them on before qualifying.  We had
a little bit of a gentlemenʼs agree-
ment that we were all going to run
used tires, then when they put new
ones on, it kind of pissed me off.  I
went and put two new ones on and
they said someone was complain-
ing, so I said okay and weʼll go to
the rear and make a show for the
fans.”

It was a show indeed.  With 13
laps to go, Sanders battled side-by-
side with Clements for the lead, but
Clements would prevail in the battle
which also allowed Jones to get
around to take the second spot.
Jones then took the lead from
Clements with 11 laps remaining.

Just three laps later, Sanders
would get around Jones and hold
on for the win – his second of the
season at Southern National.

“I knew I had a little fast car than
[Jones] did and had to calm back
down and hit my marks,” Sanders
explained. “Thatʼs what we did, hit
our marks.  Iʼve got to thank the
good Lord above for a safe race.
About lost it down there underneath
Brandon.  It felt like I hit oil or some-
thing.  Maybe I just drove in too
hard.”

Jones finished in the runner-up
spot while Clements, James Stroud
and Joseph Pittman rounded out
the top-five.

Jake Garcia led wire-to-wire in
the 35 lap USAC Eastern Midgets
race, scoring the win over Neil Alli-
son and Nolan Allison, Parker Fra-
zier scored the win in the 25 lap
Bandolero race over Cameron Mur-
ray and Ethan Johnson, and Mike
Parrish picked up the win over
Chris Hales and Dakota Tomlinson
in the 15 lap Any Car feature.

Southern National Motorsports
Park will be back in action on Sat-
urday, April 14th for the Whelen En-
gineering Spring Fling.  The Spring
Fling will be headlined by twin 75
lap races for the Late Model Stock
Car division and also features the
Chargers for 40 laps, Mini-Stocks
for 35 laps, Legends for 20 laps,
Bandoleros for 20 laps and Any
Cars for 15 laps.

For more information about
Southern National Motorsports
Park, check out SNMPʼs website
at www.snmpark.com, “like” South-
ern National Motorsports Park on
Facebook or “follow” @SNM_Park
on Twitter.

Stafford Motor Speedway
STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT - Re-

turning for a 3rd consecutive sea-
son, Maybury Material Handling of
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts
will sponsor a weekly 1st place
contingency bonus of $150 for the
SK Modified® division and $125 for
the SK Light Modified division.
With the additional bonus the
weekly SK Modified® purse moves
to $1,950 to win and a total weekly
purse of $9,355 while the SK Light
purse moves to $600 to win with a
total purse of $3,455. 

“Maybury is excited to continue
our relationship with Stafford
Speedway and its drivers & teams
for the 2018 season,” said Maybury
President John Maybury.  “Racing
has always had a special spot in
my family so we are pleased to be
able to support other racing fami-
lies who share that passion.  The
entire Maybury team is looking for-

ward to another great year of rac-
ing at Stafford Speedway.”

Since joining the Stafford contin-
gency program in 2016, Maybury
Material Handling has awarded
over $11,000 in combined bonuses
to the SK Modified® and SK Light
divisions.  With the announcement,
Maybury Material Handling be-
comes the 6th announced contin-
gency sponsor for the SK
Modified® division and the 3rd an-
nounced contingency for the SK
Light Modified division. 

“John and his team at Maybury
Material Handling have been long-
time supporters of Stafford Speed-
way and short track racing,” said
Stafford Speedway General Man-
ager Mark Arute.  “Itʼs turning into a
strong year.  We have nearly all of
our contingency sponsors returning
and a few new ones coming on
board.  We really canʼt thank May-
bury and all our contingency spon-
sors enough.  These bonuses go
straight to the teams and I know
everyone appreciates their sup-
port."

Since 1976, Maybury Material
Handling has been designing, sup-
plying, and servicing a wide variety
of material handling equipment
throughout New England.  Maybury
provides customers from a wide
range of industries with solutions to
move, lift, and store their parts and
products.  Maybury has become
one of the largest and most suc-
cessful material handling compa-
nies in the Northeast with nearly
100 employees operating as a dis-
tributor for approximately 1,300
manufacturers. Maybury supplies
virtually all types of material han-
dling equipment, including many
ergonomic & productivity enhanc-
ing products.  Customers range
from large manufacturers to small,
family-owned businesses.  A di-
verse product line, knowledgeable
personnel, and an emphasis on
safety combine to make Maybury a
recognizable leader in the material
handling industry.   

The SK Modified® and SK Light
Modified divisions have become
two of the most competitive weekly
racing divisions in the Northeast
with a wide array of different win-
ners across the two classes includ-
ing 7 different winners in the SK
Modified® division and 9 different
winners in the SK Light Modified di-
vision in 2017.  The 2018 season
will be no different with nearly all
drivers who competed in 2017 re-
turning in 2018 along with an abun-
dance of new drivers entering the
SK Light division or moving up to
the SK Modified® division.  

The first Maybury contingency

bonuses of the 2018 season will be
up for grabs during Stafford Speed-
wayʼs 47th Annual NAPA Auto
Parts Spring Sizzler® Weekend on
April 27-29.  The 47th Annual
NAPA Auto Parts Spring Sizzler®
gets underway Friday, April 27 with
a practice session for Staffordʼs
weekly divisions, the New England
Truck Series, and Vintage All-
Stars.  The practice session will be
open to the public at no charge.
Action continues on Saturday, April
28 with pole qualifying for the Whe-
len Modified Tour cars, along with
heat and consolation races for
Staffordʼs weekly divisions, trucks,
and vintage cars.  Saturday will
wrap up with feature events for the
Limited Late Model, Street Stock,
N.E. Trucks, and Vintage All-Stars.
NAPA Spring Sizzler® action con-
tinues on Sunday, April 29 with the
NAPA Auto Parts Pit Party from
11am-noon followed by Staffordʼs
SK Modifieds®, Late Models, and
SK Lights joining the Whelen Mod-
ified Tour in feature action.

Tickets for the “Greatest Race in
the History of Spring” are on sale
now at the Speedway Box Office.
Tickets are priced at $40.00 for
adult general admission tickets,
$5.00 for children ages 6-14, and
children ages 5 and under are ad-
mitted free of charge when accom-
panied by an adult.  Reserved
seating is priced at $42.00 for all
ages.  As always, Stafford Motor
Speedway offers free parking with
overnight parking available.  Tick-
ets are good for both Saturday and
Sunday admission.  All ticket prices
include 10% CT Admission Tax.
Discount Tickets are now available
at participating NAPA Auto Parts
stores.  For a full list of the 72 par-
ticipating locations throughout Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, New
York, Rhode Island, and Vermont,
please call the speedway office or
visit us on the web at www.stafford-
motorspeedway.com/participating-
napa-auto-parts-stores.

For more information, or to order
tickets for the 47th Annual NAPA
Auto Parts Spring Sizzler®, contact
the Stafford Motor Speedway track
office at 860-684-2783 or visit us
on the web at www.staffordspeed-
way.com.
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GO SEE THE
BEST RACING IN
THE COUNTRY!


